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ABSTRACT 

This study investigated the impact of social media on the academic performance English students in senior secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. The descriptive survey research design was adopted in the study. A sample of 100 respondents was selected from five secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State using simple random sampling techniques.. A self-developed questionnaire was used as the instrument. The instrument was validated and found to be reliable. It was personally administered by the researcher. The data collected were analyzed with the use of descriptive statistics of frequency count and percentage. 	The results obtained showed that, students’ addictiveness to social network has a significant influence on their academic performance; Student’s exposure to social media network has significant influence on students’ academic performance; Use of social media has significant influence on the academic performance of the students; and there is no gender difference on the usage of social media by senior secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Based on the findings, the following recommendations were made among others that students should be educated on the influence of Social media on their academic performance.  Students should be monitored by teachers and parents on how they use these sites. Teachers should ensure they use the social media as a tool to improve the academic performance of students in schools. 
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CHAPTER ONE
[bookmark: _Toc44943595]INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc44943596]Background to the Study
The world is today celebrating the improvement in Communication Technology which has broadened the scope of communication through Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs). Modern Technology in communication no doubt has turned the entire world into a “Global village”. But as it is, technology like two sides of a coin, bring with it both negative and positive sides. It helps people to be better informed, enlightened, and keeping abreast with world developments. Technology exposes mankind to a better way of doing things. Social networking sites include: Twitter, Yahoo Messenger, Facebook Messenger, Whatsapp messenger, iPhone and Androids. These networking sites are used by most people to interact with old and new friends, physical or internet friends (Asemah and Edegoh, 2018). Most sites help strangers connect with others based on shared personal interests, political and economic views, or simply recreational activities. Some sites accommodate distinct viewers while others attract people based on similarities, such as common languages or shared racial, sexual, religious, or nationality-based identities. Nonetheless, social networking sites have only common goal. It is to encourage new ways to communicate and share information. It also provide great opportunities for members including senior high school students and Librarians who use it to promote the services of the library and also get first class information about their users through interacting with them. The students on the other hand benefit from some of the postings in some sites because some postings can be informative and educative and the students after reading such posts can comment on them.
	Mostly, secondary school students have formed the habit of visiting different social networking sites that which have started influencing their overall attitude; academically, physically and socially. Akintunde (2019) observed that the importance of developing a good reading habit by students cannot be overstated. As competence in reading enables learners to be successful and engage with the world beyond the classroom (Mabekoje 2011). He stressed further that developing a good reading habit broadens readers’ horizon; it is important for independent of other language skills, especially speaking and writing.  In (Obi, Bulus, Adamu & Sala’at 2012), it was observed that the use of these sites also affects students’ use of English and grammar. The students are used to short forms of writing words in their chat rooms; they forget and use the same in the classrooms. They use things like 4 in place of for, U in place of You, D in place of The etc. and this could affect their class assessment. Therefore, the main focus of this study is to investigate the impact of social media on the academic performance of English students in senior secondary school in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
[bookmark: _Toc44943597]Statement of the Problem
The world today is a global market in which the internet is the most important sort of information. Since the advent of social media sites in the 1990s, it is assumed in some quarters that the academic performance of students is facing a lot of neglect and challenges. The educational system in Nigeria is faced with so many challenges which have certainly brought about a rapidly decline in the quality of education. There is a deviation, distraction and divided attention between social networking activities and their academic work. It is observed that students devote more attention to social media than they do to their studies.
Students’ addictiveness to social networks, students’ frequency of exposure to social network, social media network that the students are more exposed to and the influence of social media as a medium of interaction between students has been part of discussion in recent times and which have imparted on their academic performance. Instead of students reading their books, they spend their time chatting and making friends via the social media and this might definitely have influence on their academic performance, because when you do not read, there is no way you can perform well academically. It is a common sight to see a student chatting in sensitive and highly organized places like church, mosque and lecture venues. Some are so carried away that even as they are walking along the high way, they keep chatting.
In recent times social media have been a major stay in the minds of students and the world at large thereby causing a lot of drastic measure by students, teacher and even educational administrators at large. It is therefore of great importance to explore some of the trending issues facing students’ academic performance as a result of social media. Students at all levels of learning now have divided attention to studies, as a result of available opportunities to be harnessed from social media. Whether these opportunities promote studies is a question that needs to be answered. Thus, the problem this study investigates is the impact of social media on the academic performance of the English students in Ilorin West LGA Kwara.
[bookmark: _Toc44943598]Purpose of the Study
The general purpose of the study is to unravel the impact of social media on students’ academic performance of English students in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
The specific purposes of the study are to;
· To examine the level of English student addictiveness to social media and the influence on their academic performance. 
· To determine the social media network that the students are more exposed to and the influence on their academic performance.
· To ascertain how the use of social media has influence the academic performance of English students in senior secondary school in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
· To ascertain the difference in students usage of social media network by gender. 
[bookmark: _Toc44943599]Research Questions
	The following research questions were raised;
· To what extent would English student addictiveness to social network influence their academic performance?
· Does social media network that the students are exposed to influence their academic performance? 
· How has the use of social media influence the academic performance of the students in senior secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State? 
· Is there gender difference in the student’s usage of social media network? 
[bookmark: _Toc44943600]
Significance of the Study
The study will be of immense benefits to Students, Parents, Guardians and Teachers.
Students who need to learn to manage and balance their time well so as to be great contributors to the development of the society.
This information is useful to teachers, in identifying what features attract students to the software and whether teachers borrow some of these elements and implement them in their learning and learning process whether online, face to face or a blend of the two. It is an important to note what level these school networking software promote the available social media platforms. 
This study will be an eye opener to the parents of some students on the needs to monitor their children on the various social media platforms they visit and rather focus on using it for their academic purpose. 
[bookmark: _Toc44943601]Scope and Delimitation of the Study
	The scope of this study is on the impact of social media on the academic performance of English students in senior secondary schools. The study will be limited to teachers and students in senior secondary school in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.   
[bookmark: _Toc44943602]Operational Definition of Terms
Impact: For this study, it is the impact of social media on students academic performance
Social Media: this refers to application used by students in senior secondary such as Facebook, Whatsapp, Twitter, Zoom etc. 
Social Networking Sites: a website where people put information about them and send to others. 
English students: In the study, it refers to the students overall educational outcome or performance. 


CHAPTER TWO 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Introduction
This chapter reviewed some of the numerous works done by scholars and researchers which are directly related to this research work. In doing so, this chapter examined and reviewed the following areas;
· The Concept of Social Media
· Social Media and Education
· Constraints of Social Media in Education
· Benefits of Social Media
· Use of Social Media for Learning Purposes
· Popularity of Social Media among Students
· Impact of Social Media on Academic Performance of Students
· Negative Effect of Social Media Usage by Student 
· Usage of Social Media and Students’ Academic Performance
· Summary of Literature Review


The Concept of Social Media
Social media refers to the means of interaction among people in which they create, share, exchange and comment among themselves in different networks. Social media is that means that employs mobile and web based technology to create highly interactive platforms via which individuals and community share, co-create, discuss and modifies user-generated content (Kietzmannn, 2021). Social media is a phrase being tossed around a lot. It is a website that does not just give you information but interact with you while giving you information. It is a group of internet based application that allows the creation and exchange of users generated content. It is easy to confuse social media with social news because we often refer to members of the news as the media. Adding to it, that social news site is also social media site. Some media website includes:
· Social Bookmarking: interact by tagging website and searching through website book marked by others (Blink list, simple).
· Social News: interact by voting for articles and commenting on them (Digg, propello).
· Social Networking: interact by adding friends, commenting on photo and profiles, sharing groups for discussions (Whatsapp, Facebook, Twitter, Snaptchat, Instagram etc)
· Social Photo and Video Sharing: interact by sharing photos or videos and commenting on the user submission. (Youtube and Fliki).
· Wikis: interact by adding articles and editing existing articles. (Wikipedia, wikia).
Andreas and Michael (2020) are of the opinion that social media is a group of internet based application that builds on the ideological foundation and allows the creation and exchange of users – generated content. Social media has become one of the major channel of chatting through platforms such as Whatsapp, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, Tik-Tok etc. There has been an increase in the mobile social media which has created new opportunity for browsing.
Social Media and Education
The advent of social media platforms may also be impacting the way in which learners engage with technology in general. For a number of years, Prensky (2021) dichotomy between digital natives and digital immigrants has been considered a relatively accurate representative of the ease with which people of a certain age rate, in particular, those born before and after 1980, use technology.
Social media and their educational uses are of interest to many researchers. Living Stone and Brake (2020) in their opinion said ‘social media site, like much else on the internet representing a moving target for researchers and policy makers’.. It has also, shown that it provides opportunity within professional education but however, there are constraints in such areas.
Constraints of Social Media in Education
Many years back, the perception of others about social media was that it serves as a distraction and offered no educational benefit. By making social media unaccessed to students was a form of protecting them against wasting time, theft, bullying and privacy protection. In an educational setting, Facebook, Telegram or Whatsapp chat is seen by instructors and educators as frivolous time wasting and distraction from school work.
Internet fraud has been an issue of concern with social media site. An online survey based on 12-25 years old and above discovered that students received bulling comments online. Social networking, often include a lot of personal information posted publicly and many believe that sharing personal information and the easy communication vehicle that social networking opens the door to sexual predators.
Social media are also emerging as online year book for private and public use. It allows anyone from the general public to register and connect to others. It allows participant the opportunity for just in time learning and engagement and prescribed curriculum. Jerkins (2020) described it as participatory culture. It creates space for learners which James (2020) suggest affinity space and dispersion of expertise and relatedness for learning.
Benefits of Social Media
However, many arguments can be made about the possible risks of social media usage among students, it is important to point out the benefits of these websites as well. Of recent, some schools have started to use these some social media sites to promote education, keep students up to date with assignments, and offer help to those in need. In general, the internet and social media sites can be a positive influence to students. Social media sites provide an opportunity for students to express themselves in their own unique ways. In addition, students seize social media as a meeting place for to communicate with other like-minded people.
Finally, students use the social media sites as tools to obtain information and resources for their school preparation and future planning. For example, students applying for admission to tertiary institutions visit profiles of those tertiary institutions to view pictures and read blogs of past students to determine whether the college would be a good fit.


Use of Social Media for Learning Purposes
Tremendous growth in information and communication technology has brought changes in various pedagogical and technological application and processes. University students are adopting social media with a lot of creativity. Studies have indicated that social media tools can be used to support educational activities by making interaction collaboration, active participation, information, and resource or material sharing possible (Ajjan and Hartshorne, 2018;). Since students spend a lot of time with this software it is therefore very advisable to incorporate teaching and learning activities in this media while the current generation of learning management systems (LMS) allowed each students to have their personally chosen course(s) in which they are enrolled many of these LMS lack social connectivity tools and personal profile spaces that can be used by the students involved. In contrast, students today demand more autonomy, connectivity, interaction and socio-experiential learning opportunities in their learning contexts (McLaughlin and lee, 2021). Along the same lines, integration of new technologies in existent learning context has brought significant changes in overall learning processes and their outcomes. Because students complain about lacking opportunities for authentic communication due non-personalize course content even when alternative delivery method are employed. 
There are a number of reasons why educators could embrace social networking in education; social media is going away, when learners are engage they learn better, safe social media tools are available and for free, replace online procrastination with social education and lastly social media encourage collaboration. In a study conducted by researcher at the University of Minnesota, social networking has the following benefit to learners. It allows learners to share exchange and collaborated on school assignment and project. This collaboration fosters communicative skills and develops interpersonal relationship which is very important in the development of careers after school. It is also allowed learner to stay updated about their school news and get quick access to their classroom updates. In additional social networking helps students develops critical thinking, problem solving and global participation (Sarah, 2020). The most prevalent se of social network in the university community is creating profiles and groups to communicate event with users. Colleges are also using social media for university marketing campaigns. Social media platforms seems to be perceived as an excellent mechanism for communicating with our students because it allows us to go where they already are; it is an environment that students are already comfortable with (Mack, Behler, Roberts, & Rimland, 2021). 
A growing number of college libraries are tapping into social media and my space to help them communicate with their students on matters related to what they offer. Many libraries across the United States are using myspace, Zoom, Whatsapp and facebook to reach students, announce library events, and answer research library-related questions. In one study, librarians wanted to determine which source students would use more to ask reference and research related questions: email, phone instant message, zoom, whatsapp, facebook, or in-person (Mack, Behler, & Rimland, 2021). Students in this study preferred asking their reference and research related questions using social and email even more than face to face. Social media is being considered as an educational tool because of its educational beneficial qualities such as enabling peer feedback, goodness of fit with social context and interaction tools.  Educators and their students can use social media successfully by creating a group. 
Popularity of Social Media among Students
Students adopt information and communication technologies because of their widespread use, and that are potential to influence relationship, helps build a sense of community and possible academic application. Social media present students with choices about how to use technology in creative and useful ways. Even as a purely social activity, social media has the potential to teach students about appropriate citizenship in the online world. Like many emerging internet applications, social media also emphasize the importance of creating content over simply consuming it. By encouraging students to craft compelling profile social media allows students to express themselves communicate an assemble profile that highlight their talents and experience. 
Engestrom (2021) in his contribution to what makes social media most attractive argues that social network are not just made for people to use generally about they consist of people who are connected are shared by a object. This can use as a basis for understanding why some social network are successful while other fail. He provides examples of successful social networking sites build around social object—such as flicker (photos), del.icio.us (bookmarks/URL) and eventful’ (eventful.com) where the object are events. Others include YouTube (video clips) and slide share (presentation) he continues to say that in education  the primary social object is content and that the educational value is not in the content itself but the social interaction that occurs around the content. Porter (2021) suggests that the success of sites such as Flicker, YouTube and slide share is based on their ability to make the activities of uploading viewing and sharing as easy as possible. He also sees social relationship as key, arguing that relationships cannot be explained without the objects experiences that we share. (Dempsey 2021) summarized the notation of the relationships between peoples and objects the importance of shared interest, through social object as a necessary condition for social network to work. The linking theme is that people connect and shared themselves through ‘social object’, pictures, books, or other shared interest, and that successful social network are those which form around such social objects. 
Social media can either be object centric or egocentric. Whatsapp, Zoom, Facebook, Orkut, LinkedIn, Friendster are egocentric because they place an individual at the centre of the network experience. Object centric network places object at the centre of experience. Examples include Flicker (social object: photograph), Doppler (social object: travel instance), deliciosus (social object: hyperlink) and Digg (social object: news items). The interesting things about the social object are not the object itself, but the conversation that happens around them (Stutzman, 2021). The basis for designing social media is to build around social objects and principle for design which include ensuring that the objects are shareable, heaving a clear definition of the objects and the actions (verbs) that users perform on the objects (Engestrom 2021). 



Impact of Social Media on Academic Performance of Students
Obviously, there have been many social, economic, and environmental factors that have added to the pressure of students in the past ten years, the drop-out rate for students is still a major national problem (Bowen, 2018). Current statistics show that students in Nigeria are under increased pressure due to higher academic standards in other countries, and it has become more important than ever for educators to encourage graduation and further education. However, with more and more students being preoccupied with social media networks and technological social lives, how will this affect their studies? It is estimated that even those students who do graduated tertiary institutions, one out of three does not have possess the knowledge and skills that would lead him or her to the next level.
The current generations of teens live in a fast-paced technological world with many different types of communication happening all at the same time. For example, he or she may be on the computer on a Social media Sites, while also talking on the phone, sending instant messages to a friend, and emailing someone else all at the same time. While there may be some advantages to this, such as the teen learning how to type faster and multi-task many things at once, there may also be a breakdown in much of that communication (Williams, 2018).
According to Kahne (2018), youth participation in social media can foster learning and get exposed to educational innovations to complement what is taught in traditional classrooms. Kahne further points out some potential benefits social media offers to young people, these include, but not limited to the following highlighted below. Social media enable students to participate in afterschool programs to implement digital Literacy and it has capacity of opening up avenues for beneficial cognitive and psychosocial development for young people in the online social world. Also, adolescent participation in social media has opportunity to foster learning that reinforces and complements what is taught in traditional classrooms (Tynes, 2017).
Social media provides trustworthy information online pertaining to education, creates room for easy accessibility to educational resources through the Internet and increase users' ability to share their educational materials and promotes both formal and informal learning, while “formal” learning is what happens within the classroom, “informal learning” can be described as learning and engagement that occurs outside of formal school settings. Formal learning may or may not be guided by a teacher, but it definitely happens within the context of supervised instruction (Jenkins, 2019, cited in Liman, 2020).
Greenhow and Robelia (2019) also examine the social media use by youth and found numerous social behaviors that provide a theoretical link to learning outcomes. For example, students in their study use MySpace profiles to display creative work and receive feedback from their network. Youth report experiencing social support for school-related tasks, daily stresses, and problems. Social Networking Sites help blend school and outside life for the teenagers in this study. These ethnographic studies offer rich accounts of new and vital literacy practices among youth. Social media encourages students to work more collaboratively where physical and time barriers may have previously prevented such. Griffith, et. al (2019) cited in Liman (2020) “pointed out that online video games may assist young people to develop cognitive skills such as spatial visualization and analog representation”. While Drew and Waters (2019) in the same vein demonstrated that video games play could increase not only hand-eye coordination but also improve scores of general and verbal intelligence.


Negative Effect of Social Media Usage by Student 
Cyber-Bullying
The higher the use of online social networks also it increases the likelihood of being victimized online, or, cyber-bullied. Cyber-bullying is the use of communication technology, such as social media sites, to harm or “bully” others. Forms of cyber- bullying include harassing emails, web pages, hateful instant messages, text messages, and cruel posts on social media sites. The result of being a victim of cyber- bullying can be embarrassment, feelings of belittlement, low self-esteem, and even suicide (Mesch, 2019).
Because the Internet allows students to remain anonymous on websites or create false profiles, cyber-bullying has become a serious issue. Research has also shown that an adolescent is more likely to harass or harm another student if they are not together face-to-face, which also can make a social networking site a perfect place for trouble to manifest (Mesch, 2019). However, there is no current legislation that protects students from this type of harassment, even though there are laws for more traditional types of bullying.


Usage of Social Media and Students’ Academic Performance
The social media engages students and have to be examined as entrepreneurs of understanding. The medium of internet is marketing with increase in its programs. The interactive character of online conditions has extended with social networking. Hooking up through social networking began as being a niche activity, though time it's a phenomenon. The web sites are employed in many ways like developing metropolitan areas, speaking, blogging etc. Additionally different institutions even nowadays are developing groups on several Websites (Saba, 2019). The improved usage of Websites has become a worldwide phenomenon for quite some time. What began out as being a hobby for several computer literate people has converted to a social norm and existence-style for individuals from around the globe (Nicole Ellison, 2017). Teens and teenagers have especially recognized these internet sites to be able to contact their peers, share information, reinvent their personas, and showcase their social lives Nicole Ellison, (2017).While using the increase of technology helpful for getting together with others along with the recognition on the internet, Internet sites are now being an activity that's done mainly on the web, with Websites Vaughn, (Coyle, 2018).
Social media users often time experience poor performance academically because of their addictiveness to its usage. Nowadays, social media is negatively associated with academic performance of student and is a lot more momentous than its advantages. Internet addiction consequently gave rise in internet usage within the last couple of decades. Nalwa & Anand (2018) recommended that addicted users prefer using internet setting back their personal and professional responsibilities which ultimately leads to poor academic performance. In the same vein, Karpinski (2019) pointed out that social media users devoted lesser time to their studies in comparison to nonusers did and subsequently had lower grades. Karpinski & Duberstein. (2019) mentioned further that among various unique distractions of every single generation, Social media remains a major distraction of current generation.
Summary of Literature Review
The literature review started with the discussion of the dependent variable in this study, by examining the concept of social media, benefits of social media, social media in education. Use of social media in learning and it impact s was later explored. 
There are many issues concerning students and social media participation. On one hand, there may be benefits for students who use these sites properly and appropriately. Other research suggests that there are clear risks involved when students become too consumed with the Internet and social media websites. It was discovered that social media sites are the most common used social media networks among students. Students engage themselves with one activity or the other on the various social media on day to day activities. However, majority of students spend more time on Whatsapp, Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, and other social media through smartphones that are now in abundance among these students. Many students cannot go for two-three hours without checking and updating their profiles on these social networks even at the detriment of other activities such as educational and career pursuit. Smart phones, android phones as well as tablets were seen to be the major ways through which students gain easy access to the internet to be on the various social media network platforms to review. 


CHAPTER THREE 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Introduction
This chapter presents the method and procedure that was applied in obtained data for this study. It is organize under the following sub-headings:
· Research Design
· Population 
· Sample and Sampling Technique
· Research Instrument
· Validity of the Instrument
· Reliability of the Instrument
· Procedure for Data Collection
· Method of Data Analysis
Research Design
The research design adopt in this study was a descriptive research survey type. This design is consider appropriate because it enables the researcher to generate data through the standardized collection procedures based on highly structured research instrument(s) and well defined study concepts and related variables.
Population
The population for this study will cover some selected secondary schools students in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. 
Sample and Sampling Technique
The study will sample out ten secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State using simple random sampling techniques. And a total sample of 100 students will be selected randomly. 
Research Instrument
The instrument used in this study was a well constructed and self-developed questionnaire which will be used to get the desired information from the students. The questionnaire is divided into two sections (A and B). Section A is for the collection of information on personal data of respondents while Section B consisted of questions that elicit responses from the respondents with response options: Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree (SD).
Validity of the Instrument
The design questionnaire will be submitted to the project supervisor for vetting, correction and approval before distributing it to the respondents.  

Reliability of the Instrument
In order to determine the reliability of the research instrument, Pearson Correlation Coefficient will be used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A test re-test method was used to check the reliability of the instrument by administering the instrument to a sample population outside the research population twice within a period of two weeks. The results of the test were consistent and obtained a result of 0.86 which make the instrument reliable. 
Administration of the Instrument
The researcher will personally visit the school with a latter of approval from the supervisor which will be given to the principal of the school selected for access in the distribution of the questionnaire. A total of 100 copies of the questionnaire will be distributed to the students selected in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.  
Method of Data Analysis
Responses from the questionnaires were analyzed using the descriptive statistics of frequency counts and simple percentage. 


CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This chapter presents the presentation of results and the discussion
Data Analysis 
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents Based on Sex
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male 
	45
	45%

	Female
	55
	55%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey, 2024
	Table 1 above show that the male students in this study were 45% while female students were 55%. 
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents Based on Class
	Class
	Frequency
	Percentage

	SS I 
	36
	36%

	SS II
	38
	38%

	SS III
	26
	26%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2024
	Table 2 above shows that 36 of the students were in SS I classes which was represented by 36%, 38 students were in SS II classes which was also represented with 38% while 26 students were in SS III classes which was represented.
Presentation of Results
Research Question One: To what extent would English student addictiveness to social network influence their academic performance?
Table 3: Students Addictiveness to Social Network and Academic Performance.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA%
	A%
	D%
	SD%

	1.
	Addiction to online social media is a problematic issue that affects student performance in English language. 
	67%
	27%
	2%
	2%

	2.
	Online social media distract students from their studies which prompt to poor performance in English subject
	46%
	31%
	13%
	10%

	3.
	The hours student spent online can never be compared to the number of hours they spend reading. 
	56%
	23%
	17%
	4%

	4.
	There is no improvement in English subject grades since majority of students became engaged into these social media sites. 
	21%
	15%
	33%
	31%


Source: Research Survey, 2024
	Table 3 above shows that 67% and 27% of the students strongly agreed and agreed respectively that addiction to online social media is a problematic issue that affects student performance in English language while 4% and 2% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. 46% and 31% of the students strongly agreed and agreed respectively that online social media distract students from their studies which prompt to poor performance in English while 13% and 10% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. Further, majority of the students agreed that the hours student spend online can never be compared to the number of hours they spend reading. Also, 36% of the students generally agreed that there is no improvement in English subject grades since majority of students became engaged into these social media sites while 64% generally disagreed to this assertion. 


Research Question Two: Does social media network that the students are exposed to influence their academic performance? 
Table 4: Exposure of Students to Social Media Network and Their Academic Performance
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA%
	A%
	D%
	SD%

	1.
	Students usually have unlimited access to Whatsapp, Facebook, Tik-Tok etc and this has affected their academic performance negatively in English subject. 
	27%
	57%
	11%
	5%

	2.
	Engaging in academic discussions on social media platforms can improved students academic performance in English subject. 
	32%
	15%
	25%
	28%

	3.
	Students who make use of social media platforms like Whatsapp, Twitter, Facebook, Tik-Tok etc to disseminate knowledge to their English topics improve well in the performance. 
	38%
	33%
	17%
	12%

	4.
	Majority of students rely on information gotten from social media to do their assignments could perform better in the English subject. 
	33%
	42%
	13%
	12%


Source: Research Survey, 2024
	Table 4 above shows that 27% and 57% of the students strongly agreed and agreed that students usually have unlimited access to Whatsapp, Facebook, Tik-tok etc and this has affected their academic performance negatively in English subject while 11% and 5% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. On the assertion that engaging in academic discussions on social media platforms can improved students academic performance in English subject, 32% and 15% of the students strongly agreed and agreed to this assertion while 25% and 28% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. Also, 38% and 33% of the students strongly agreed and agreed that students who make use of social media platforms like Whatsapp, Twitter, Facebook, Tik-tok etc to disseminate knowledge to their English topics improve well in the performance while 17% and 12% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. Lastly, 75% of the students generally agreed that majority of students rely on information gotten from social media to do their assignments could perform better in the English subject while 25% totally disagreed to this assertion.


Research Question Three: How has the use of social media influence the academic performance of the students in senior secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State? 
Table 5: Use of Social Media and Students’ Academic Performance
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA%
	A%
	D%
	SD%

	1.
	Students’ academic performance can be depends on use of social media platforms
	26%
	58%
	10%
	6%

	2.
	English Students who make use of social media for their academic discussions with fellow students performs better in their study  
	40%
	42%
	8%
	10%

	3.
	English students can learn a lot by listening to and watching English concept on social media
	42%
	40%
	11%
	7%

	4.
	Students get academic reading materials related to school work from social media thereby influencing their academic performance positively. 
	30%
	47%
	13%
	10%

	5.
	Adopting social media in learning activities can boast the morale of English students which contribute positive to their academic performance. 
	41%
	45%
	8%
	6%


Source: Research Survey, 2024
	The result of the table above shows that 26% and 58% strongly and agreed that students’ academic performance can be depends on use of social media platforms while 10% and 6% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. 82% of the students totally agreed that English Students who make use of social media for their academic discussions with fellow students performs better in their study while 18% totally disagreed. Also, 77% of the students totally agreed that students get academic reading materials related to school work from social media thereby influencing their academic performance positively while 23% totally disagreed. Further, 86% of the students totally agreed that adopting social media in learning activities can boast the morale of English students which contribute positive to their academic performance while 14% totally disagreed.


Research Question Four: Is there gender difference in the student’s usage of social media network?
Table 6: Gender Usage of Social Media
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA%
	A%
	D%
	SD%

	1.
	Male and female students use social media networks differently in different frequencies. 
	24%
	62%
	4%
	10%

	2.
	Female students use social media sites more to explicitly foster social connections than male students. 
	47%
	23%
	14%
	16%

	3.
	Gender determines the level of social media network usage. 
	11%
	51%
	26%
	12%

	4.
	Males are more effective at using social media sites for nonacademic purposes than female students. 
	45%
	34%
	12%
	9%


Source: Research Survey, 2024
	Table 6 above shows that 86% of the students totally agreed to the first item that says male and female students use social media networks differently in different frequencies while 14% totally disagreed. 70% of the students totally agreed that female students use social media sites more to explicitly foster social connections than male students while 30% totally disagreed. 62% of the students totally agreed that gender determines the level of social media network usage while 38% disagreed. Also, 79% of the students totally agreed that males are more effective at using social media sites for non-academic purposes than female students while 21% totally disagreed to this assertion. 
Discussion of Findings 
	The research question one which states state “To what would English students addictiveness to social media influence their academic performance? was answered using table 3. The results of the findings revealed that social media have become a major part of the lives of the students of today and this negative has effect on their academic performance in particular English language. The research question two which states that “Does social media network that the students are exposed to influence their academic performance?”. In answering this research question, table 4 was used. The finding of this study shows that student’s exposure to social media network has significant influence on students’ academic performance. This corresponds with the findings of Olubiyi (2021) which states that these days’ students are so engrossed in the social media that they are almost 24 hours online..Times that ought be channeled towards learning, academic research and innovating have been crushed by the passion for meeting new friends online, and most times busy discussing trivial issues. Hence most students’ academics suffer setback as a result of distraction from the social media.
	The third research questions which states that “How was the use of social media influence the academic performance of the students in senior secondary schools”. In answering this question, table 5 was used. The finding of this study shows that use of social media has significant influence on the academic performance of the students in senior secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. This goes in line with the observations of Nicole, (2017) which noted that, the improved usage of Websites has become a worldwide phenomenon for quite some time. What began out as being a hobby for several computer literate people has converted to a social norm and existence-style for individuals from around the globe.
	Table 6 shows the results on the responses of the students to the fourth research questions which states that “Is there gender difference in the students usage of social media networks?. The finding of this study shows that both male and female students make use of social media networks. 


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
	In this chapter, the summary of the study, conclusions, recommendations, limitations of the study and suggestion for further studies are presented. 
Summary 
	This study investigated the impact of social media on the academic performance English students in senior secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. The descriptive survey research design was adopted in the study. A sample of 100 respondents was selected from five secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State using simple random sampling techniques.. A self-developed questionnaire was used as the instrument. The instrument was validated and found to be reliable. It was personally administered by the researcher. The data collected were analyzed with the use of descriptive statistics of frequency count and percentage.
	The results obtained showed that, students’ addictiveness to social network has a significant influence on their academic performance; Student’s exposure to social media network has significant influence on students’ academic performance; Use of social media has significant influence on the academic performance of the students; and there is no gender difference on the usage of social media by senior secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. 
Conclusion 
	The result from the findings of this study showed that, though social media have negative effects on teenagers such as lack of privacy, distracting students from their academic work, taking most of their productive time, and such like, they also have benefits and can be used appropriately. For instance, students can form online communities in order to plan for a project, have group discussions about class material, or use the Social networking sites (SNS) as a way to keep in contact when a student who has been absent needs to be updated on current academic information.
	The findings of this study and earlier ones showed some noteworthy results. The first independent variable influencing the academic performance of students, that is, social media participation was negatively related with students’ outcome, while the other independent variables were positively related with students’ outcome. The results of this study suggest that lecturers should come up with a template on how their students can maximize the benefits of Social media, that school management should incorporate rules and regulations on the use of the social media in the school and, that the government should put in place adequate control measures to regulate their use among students and lecturers.
Recommendations 
	In the light of the findings of this study, the following recommendations are made:
i. Students should be educated on the influence of Social media on their academic performance. 
ii. Students should be monitored by teachers and parents on how they use these sites. 
iii. Teachers should ensure they use the social media as a tool to improve the academic performance of students in schools. 
iv. Students should better manage their study time in and prevent distractions that can be provided by the social media. There should be a decrease in the number of time spent by students when surfing the net. 
v. The students should create a balance between chit-chatting and academic activities. More attention should be directed to research. 
vi. The use of Social media network by students should focus on the academic relevance of those sites instead of using them for negative purposes. 
Limitations of the Study 
	The study could be only carried out in five secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State due to time frame for this study, financial capability and distance of school location. 
Suggestions for Further Studies 
	This study serves as a basis for further research study on Social media and the academic performance of students.
	Similar studies should be conducted in other states of the federation so as to bring about improvement in the academic performance of students through the use of Social media networks and to create more pages for research and academic activities, thereby avoiding distraction which leads to deviation from their academic works.
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN 

IMPACT OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF ENGLISH STUDENTS IN SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF KWARA STATE 

Dear respondents, 
	I am a student of the above institutions. I am carrying out a study on the topic stated above 
Attached, please is a questionnaire designed to elicit the necessary information for the study. You are kindly requested to be honest in your responses to the items in the questionnaire. Please tick [√ ] on the appropriate place provided against each item. I assure you that all the information given by you will be treated in strict confidence and will only be used for the research purpose.
Thanks for your cooperation. 
SECTION B 
SECTION A: BIO-DATA
INSTRUCTION: Kindly tick and provide the appropriate answers to the following questions.
Sex:	Male (    ),  Female (    ) 
Class: SS I (     ), SS II (    ), SS III (     )
SECTION B 
Instruction: Please provide your answer by tickling one of the columns provided
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Addiction to online social media is a problematic issue that affects student performance in English language. 
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Online social media distract students from their studies which prompt to poor performance in English subject
	
	
	
	

	3.
	The hours student spent online can never be compared to the number of hours they spend reading. 
	
	
	
	

	4.
	There is no improvement in English subject grades since majority of students became engaged into these social media sites. 
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Students usually have unlimited access to Whatsapp, Facebook, Tik-tok etc and this has affected their academic performance negatively in English subject. 
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Engaging in academic discussions on social media platforms can improved students academic performance in English subject. 
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Students who make use of social media platforms like Whatsapp, Twitter, Facebook, Tik-tok etc to disseminate knowledge to their English topics improve well in the performance. 
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Majority of students rely on information gotten from social media to do their assignments could perform better in the English subject. 
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Students’ academic performance can be depends on use of social media platforms
	
	
	
	

	10.
	English Students who make use of social media for their academic discussions with fellow students performs better in their study  
	
	
	
	

	11.
	English students can learn a lot by listening to and watching English concept on social media
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Students get academic reading materials related to school work from social media thereby influencing their academic performance positively. 
	
	
	
	

	13.
	Adopting social media in learning activities can boast the morale of English students which contribute positive to their academic performance. 
	
	
	
	

	14.
	Male and female students use social media networks differently in different frequencies. 
	
	
	
	

	15.
	Female students use social media sites more to explicitly foster social connections than male students. 
	
	
	
	

	16.
	Gender determines the level of social media network usage. 
	
	
	
	

	17.
	Males are more effective at using social media sites for nonacademic purposes than female students. 
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