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ABSTRACT
	This study attempt to investigate the Effect of Peer Group on the Academic Performance of Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West Local Government  Area of Kwara State. Five Junior Secondary Schools were randomly selected based on three hypothesis formulated. The study was brought into statically relevance by subject to the hypotheses with the use of test to find out the relationship between academic performance on one hundred and age, sex and residence of student on the other hand. The finding shows that there was no significant difference existed age and residence of students. The study however, recommends that equal education  opportunities should be given to both male and female children, parents should not discriminate in the training of their children.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
Virtually all society and individuals are organized into several units known as group therefore, peer group according to sociologists in an aggregation who member set to gather in a common effect to satisfy common complementary needs, have common need and have a sense of common  identify peer group is normally organized around ties of friendship and  group and age mates. Peer group is a powerfully source of information helping to build the child character . peer group influence start early in the child life. In early years, the groups are informal. Example of peer group are playing groups, school mate, siblings, playmate and gangs etc . As a child advance in age (adolescent period) he interact with others by joining clubs, societies and character molding groups like red cross, boys scout, girls brigade etc .A wider circle of social interaction is entered when a child goes to his own class group and other groups. The individual group precise experience which membership of these groups offer to have in the early formation of his personality.
	The working together of members in these groups is characteristic of education in school hence, there is the possibility of fore discussion which influences the attitude of members of the group the child learns the primary attitude of sympathy, love, resentments, ambition, hero workshop, sense of social justices right, and wrong attitudes in general kindness, equity, honesty, defence to public opinion, fear of ridicules e.t.c from the peer group. Unfortunately the child sometimes learns other negative attitude like truancy, vandalization, theft, drug abuse and cultism e.t.c 
	Daramola (1994) defines socialization as the process by which the individual learns to behave according to the societal tradition and conventions. As mentioned above, there are many agents of socialization such as parents, mosque, church, society mass media and peer group. In this study, the researchers would only deal with inevitable and paramount agent of socialization which is the peer group. It is the opinion of the researcher that the influence could be positive or negative depending on the value and aspiration of members the researcher are promoted to look into how realistic the assumption that peer group does influence students  academic performance in our junior secondary schools.
	The students in our junior secondary schools are adolescent who fill between the age of eleven and nineteen years. This period in the individual development is generally acceptable as the turbulent or crisis period  when young ones are faced with emotional problems such as psychological problem. These problems are complex and intraction that they find solution in the midst of their groups. The adolescent stage is a stage in which individual seeks recognition and freedom with little or no regard to parents or teachers instructions. It is simply a restless period. The members are a peer group
	What effect does a student’s peer group have on academic achievement ? most academics recognize that a child’s peer can have an impact on achievement, but the extent of the effect has been an open focus, force ?  quantifying. The academic outcome associated with the peer effect.
Children are socialized by the people with whom they associate, through daily interaction  over the customs are taught and fostered, other children as well as adult can have a great impact on a broad range of issues in the child’s life, including achievement in school. Understanding the way social interaction effect academic achievement is important for parents, education and policy makers. In particular, academic achievement and the offence corresponding level of education tend to predict the average earning an individual may secure over a life time. For this reason, isolating the peer effects on academic achievement can make  a signification contribution to the public debate over education reform
Statement of the Problem
The general belief today in Nigeria is that the standard of education is falling drastically the role expected of the school as an agent of socialization has been considered under socialization. However, the school also has personal development to every child, anti social behavior serving as hang-up from the home are also combated through several methods in school. While the acceptable
Value of several related subjects, whether the influence of peer group on students academic performance is contribution factor. This forms the major problem of the study.
Purpose of The Study
The study intends to investigate whether there is any relationship that exists between peer group and academic performance. In other words, whether peer group has influences on students academic performance in secondary school or not.
Drawn  from it will help to determine the relevance or otherwise of peer group visa-visa in students academic performance in Ilorin west local government and in Nigeria in general, there is the limited time of finding out large scale research to cover more schools in the area.
Research Questions
The following research questions were raised for the study
Research question 
Research Questions
i. Does the peer group interest influence his friends  academic performance?
ii. Does the parent influence students’ academic performance?
iii. Does the peer group dedication influence students academic performance?
iv. Does the peer group effort influence students academic performance.
Research of Hypothesis 
	In this study the basic hypothesis is that no significant relationship between peer group and academic performance of the members. The operational hypothesis of the study are made as follow
H01: There is no significant relationship between peer’s sex and academic performance
H02: There  is no significant relationship between usually well known to each other and of the same age sharing similar social experience and value.
H03: There is no significant relationship between peer’s age and academic performance 
Significance of the Study
The issue of falling standard of education has engaged the attention of both government and the society. The blame of fallen standard of education is often put on the teachers and parents with little attention to the important role of peer group, most especially now that most scholars are operating day system of education. The study complement other academic performance, the study would enable the teachers, parents and government to know the academic performance of student.
Scope of the Study
There are more than forty secondary schools in Ilorin local government but the study is limited to five Junior Secondary Schools with belief that any influence 
Definition of Terms 
The following are the definition of related terms in the study 
Peer group: is a group of individuals usually well known to each other and of the same age sharing similar social experience and value
Adolescent: children between ages of eleven and nineteen years.
Gang: a group of persons who are tie together by common on feeling inadequacies, having self impose discipline.
Clique: a close group of friends or co-workers with similar interest and goals.
Group Culture: any large or small aggregation of persons whether organized or not of which the members have common interests or characteristics that bring them into physical or intellectual content and communication  


CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter is concerned with the review of existing literature that is related to the study. The reviews of literature is necessary to guide and direct the researcher in his or her quest for knowledge from previous research effort.
Adegoke  (1995) states that review of literature guides the researcher and gives him the opportunity to acquire knowledge from which other researcher had done on the problem, what result they encountered. Similarly, review of literature can serve as a ray of light into the researcher’s work. This review of literature can be sub-divided into the following
a) Peer group and intellectual development
b) Peer group and intellectual development
c) Peer group and intellectual development
d) Peer group and academic achievement 
Peer Group And Academic Achievement 
Peer group could be described as an informal organised group of people of the same like and dislikes. Hollander (1981) defined peer group as the  reference group of youngster with whom the child is identified and take certain standards. It is even more potent among adolescents between the are of 11-19 years than any other stage of human increase, that of the parent diminished most especially where parents. Work away from home. Unlike the family or school peer group is entirely centered on its own concern, and interest and indeed its member can explore topic like sex, drug, parties that agent of socialization may avoid.
	Peer do have greater influence over matter of immediate lifestyles such as musical tastes or leisure activities, value in the family regarding religion, polities, education and career goals tends to create greater long term impact (Ton and Fagbemi o.(2000), Davies and Daramola , S.O (1991).
Hurlock (1996) in his contribution notes that peers turn to others for factors of life which one during groups pain or spiritual worries are freely discussed with peers their feeling  of inadequacy and helplessness in their group, years are freely expressed among themselves than adults.
According to Rodney(1980), the peer group exists for the peer group exists for the sake of social ability. But behind the innocent interest is a powerful force for conformity. Like  any other socializing agent, the peer group represent a system of word and punishment of approval and disapproval. It rewards the skills of sociability. That disrupts the flow of good feeling and hunderssmooth personal relations. In the same vein, Resman said that the peer group is becoming the most important socializing agent. In the present day society people look primarily to their contemporaries for guidance and direction, modern values and approval of others in his environment. The most important value of the peer group for example, scalability which minimized difference and emphasizes similarities co-operation and getting along with others.
	According to Fagbemi (2000) one of the major influence of the peer group is that, it provides children with the opportunities. At times, some act the role of parents, teachers, doctors ,lawyers and soon. Not only do this prepare for adult life, they try to show their interest for certain profession or vocations. The peer group also teaches sex role since boys tend to team up more friendly with boys and girls this sometimes a group might comprise both boys and girls there by parenting  sex discrimination.
	Ausubel (2000) noted that throughout the period of adolescence, the peer group enlarge in size from the initial two to three members. It is often groups of many as a dozen rather close friends. Even though, the reminiscent nature of the peer group persists to a considerable extent, there is now obvious and school function in which boys and girls of a given clique are seen together. Almost children find a group to which they belong. Those who do not are usually-unhappy, over sensitive and defensive about their lack of social acceptance
Peer Group and Intellectual Development
The atmosphere of condition of relationship which exists in the peer group, facilities members intellectual development. That is, they are opportune to learn from their interaction with others. One of the characteristic of children is that they are anxious to know or learn. Unfortunately, most of the questions they ask in the home are not answered by their parents. This may be because they are too busy or such question are not relevant. In Nigeria traditional system, it is not every question that is answered. This roles many parents tend to ignore it as urge to learn suppressed, but when he is in the peer group, he asks his question freely and members have the answered give them sometimes members of a peer group might meet to discuss problems of a common subject like social student . by so doing the peer group reinforces the intellectual development of the peer members.
Moreover, some of the activities of the peer group in their play time help the child to develop intellectual, for example, they engage in quizzes, riddle and jokes and story telling. All these help the child to develop creativity (Fagbemi 2000) 
According to Adeboye A.O (2000) Peer group with positive influence act as support for one another in their academic pursuit. Healthy competition make members hard working they serve as model for other students outside their group. Many times, members of the same peer group study the same subject and pursue same profession
Adegoke (1995) in his studies investigated the working of peer group in eight large high school and concludes that the dominant value and behaviour were set by the leading around in the group
In other words, if the sole interest of the group is pro academic, members would do well in their academic performance would be poor.
Molagun (2000) her own contribution state that the peer members introduce the links and school mates. Therefore interaction with peers, a child is often able to learn how to run, fight, love and hope with adults that rate related will opposite sex. During the adolescent because of the negative social change they brings to the individual which sometimes opposes the family values and inspirations. 
Burron clerk (1983) in his study among high school students identifies three sub-cultures that differ in their attitude towards education, the seriousness with which it is pursued and the impertinence assigned to the various activities that go on within the school. The first group identified is referred to as ‘’fun’’ sub-culture. These group of student devoted their time to athletic and other social engagement rather than academic work. Hence they perform poorly in academic as ‘’academic’’ sub-culture this group of student devoted their time to academic engage in some social activities, however, not to the extent of allowing it hamper their assignment regularity and promtly. The third group indentify is referred to as the ‘’diligent’’ sub-culture, this group on their own hence they play not tracopy notes or unit library to read. At last they usually end up not finish schooling or when some manage to finish other result is very poor.
Peer Group and Leadership Development
Children in the peer group have been know to planners, organizers and leaders. They decide on what kind of play or activities to engage in some of their activities may involved role playing, they design roles to member and direct one another  in the course of the role playing mistake in role playing are corrected and those who vital requirement     can not perform one ashed to stay out to watch, these are  fo9r effective citizenship (Fagbemi 2000) 
Law (1985) also noted that the peer group introduced the child to impersonal authority is used in the parents as person and they determined what is right and wrong. In the play the child learn to obey impersonal roles of the fame to take on objective roles such as pitchers in a basket ball, develop concept s of justice which is applicable to all. In time the become the representative of lad order, he conceive control over poly mates with the peer groups, the child limit adult tolerance which reduces fear of parent reprisal children in the group often behaviour more prevocational towards adult than the individual  feels to do. At the same time, the child tasks the extent to which his negative who something opposes the family value and aspirations.
Buton Clerk in his studies among high school student identified three sub-cultures that differ in the altitude toward education,  the seriousness with which it is pursued and the importance assigned various activities and other perform  poorly in academic. The second group identified is referred to as ‘’academic’’ sub-cultures. This group of student devote their time to academic engagement in some minor social activities, however, not to the extent of allowing it to tamper with their assignment . The third group identified  ids referred to as the ‘’delinquent’’ sub-cultures, this group is on their own. Hence, they either play tray copy note nor visit library to read. At least they usually end up not finishing schooling or when some manage to finish their result is very poor. Poor will go in defying adult’s world and the degree to which he can rely on peer support. The peer group may not support adult values. If it does, it is one of the most effective agenci9es for transition of adult values. 
Peer Group and Academic Achievement                                                 
Research have been discussing the link between social interaction among peers in school and academic outcomes for over 40 years. The various relatively work in explaining difference in reading achievement. There are two possible explanations for the diminishing peer  effects first olders student may mask their academic achievement from their friends that is peers do not necessarily know exactly what grades their friend achieve or how much time they spend on home work in any given work thus, individual student may be able to give their peers a false impression of their academic performance, especially as they reach adolescence. Although peer pressure could generally in erase, students may be able to avoid academic pressure more easily.
Second adolescent peer pressure may focus on extracurricular behavior rather than classroom behaviour. In other words, as children test their independence, they may focus negative peer pressure on anti social behavior outside of school rather than in academic achievement. For example, social experimentation with cigarettes, alcohol and other illicit substance generally begin in junior high. The attention paid to this kind of peer pressure may supersede turn will tend to affect the self-esteem of the child, which has other social consequences the literature on this issue is extensive and a number of texts have been written on the subject.
The second issue is more troubling some literature suggest that there is a cultural  pattern within the African American and latin communities where by students disagree academic achievement because it is perceived as selling out or ‘’acting while in other words children in this culture are often ostracized for conforming to the education system. This issue is particularly troubling since it may well explain the differences in academic  and career achievement between whites and minorities
Appraisal of Literature Reviewed
In summary, the literature suggests that peer effect become strongest by early adolescent further, the literature indicate  that peers significantly influence all facts of a child’s  life, including academic  achievement. The model specified below explores both of these issues, in particular the effect of peers overtime and the denigration of academic achievement by peers
From the related literature, it was also discussed that most of the researches agreed that the peer help social, moral, intellectual development of it’s member. The dominant value and behaviour of the peer group were not be in line  with adult or societal values.
Adult, peer group with positive influence act as support for one another in their academic pursuance of study the same subject and may pursue study profession in life. However, Hollander (1996) notes that the peer group makes member develop a spirit of cooperation and learn work since they are equal, they begin to develop an equalization principle which serves as foundation for a democratic society. At the same time, the children test the extent to which his peer will  go in  defying the adult world and this degree to which he can rely on peer group support. 


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
	This chapter deals with method and procedure used in carrying out this study. The chapter shall be discuss to following: Research Design, Population for the study, Sample and Sampling Techniques, Procedure used, The Instrument used, Validity of the Instrument, Reliability of the instrument, Method of Data Analysis. 
Research Design
According to Borg and Gleoin M.B Steward research design is the type of situation that the researcher is investigating. Also, Kechinger (1987) described research design as the plan structure and strategy of investigation concerned so as to obtain answers to research questions and control fallacy. For the purpose of this study, correctional research method would be employed. This is because the researcher wants to investigate the relationship between academic performance and other variables such as age, sex and student residence.
Population of the Study
A population according to Micheal Argule is a collection of individuals, objects or measurement whose properties are analyzed. The research population for this study is made up of all selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government  Area of Kwara State. Such schools are seventeen (17) in number and it was from this the sampled schools were drawn.
Sample And Sampling Techniques
	Sampling according to Imosilli (1996) is the mechanism for choosing designated quantities as representation of the whole population. The researcher made use of sample random sampling techniques in selecting the five under listed secondary schools. The sample size is fixed at thirty students in Junior Secondary School.
Instrument of the Study 
Research instrument refers to any device utilized for gathering relevant instrument is titled “ secondary school student questionnaire” (SSSQ). The instrument consists of two section “A” and “B” contains items on respondents personal information e.g six years of teaching experience while section “B” deals with the basic items that have to do with school  questionnaire.
In section “A” respondents need to fill in the personal information but items in section “B” are completely structured having two  optional responses male and female respondents were instructed to tick the space that corresponds to their agreement or disagreement to each others.
Validity of the Instrument
	The researcher gave out the drafted questionnaire to the project supervisor for better improvement, comment, suggestion and correction. The final draft was given to the researcher by the supervisor; hence the content validity was ascertained.
Reliability of the Instrument 
The reliability of the instrument is degree to which scores are consistent overtime (Adegoke,1995), in this instance the questionnaire was administered on sample of sixty students who form part of the large sample for the study within two weeks interval. 
Administration of the Instrument 
	Copies of the instrument were given to the teachers randomly secreted as research subject and student. A0s there were 100 research subjects, a copy was given to each of them giving a total of 100 copies of instrument distributed. Copies of the instrument were taken to the schools personally by the researcher sine direct conformation is better than allowing somebody to do it for you. After giving copies of the instrument  to the students the researcher went back the following days to collect them. After a number of visits to the schools she succeeded in collecting all the 100 copies earlier distributed. This means that  a 100℅ success role in instrument administration and retrial.
Data Analysis
This study is brought into statistical relevance by using percentage as instrument of measure. It was used to enable the researcher find the significance between the performances of two independent samples.
a) Peer’s age, sex and academic performance
b) Peer’s residence and academic performance
c) Peer’s residence and academic performance 



CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS
	In this chapter, the data collected would be analyzed and presented in  tables and each of the research questions: hypothesis would be analysed and discussed.
Result of the study
The first operational hypothesis is as follows:
HO; there is no significance difference between peer’s s, sex, and academic performance 
Table 1: summary of a male and female scores
	Group 
	No 
	Mean score 
	SD
	L.O.S
	DF
	Table value
	Value 
	


	Male 
	30 
	62 
	18.22

	
	
	
	
	HO

	Female 
	30 
	60 
	16.12
	0.05
	58
	2.002
	0.441
	Accepted 



From the table above, one could see that the calculated value (0.441) is less than value (2.002) at 0.005 level, that there is no significance in the null hypothesis it is accepted that there is no significance difference between the academic performance and sex.
The second operation is as follows:
H02: there is no significant difference between the age of students and academic performance.
	Group 
	No 
	Mean score 
	SD 
	  L.O.S
	DF 
	Table value 
	Value 
	Remark 

	Male 
	30
	67
	14.39
	
	
	
	
	H0

	Female 
	30 
	42
	16.9
	  0.05
	58
	2.002
	6.047
	Rejected 


  
From the table above, the calculated value (8.84) is greater than the table value (2.002) at 0.05 level of significance. The null hypothesis is rejected that is, there is a significant difference in the academic performance of boarding students.
Discussion of result
	One of the table which table? 1, 2, or 3 ? is 0,044 and that table value schools have no significant relationship with their academic performance. The academic performance of members of a peer groups depends mainly on what the groups devote their time on. If the members of a peer group devote their time on studies, atleast classes regular do assignments as at which due and face their studies generally then the members of the peer group would perform well. The performance of a student does not depend on whether the student is a male or female but on the type of peer group in which he or she finds himself or herself. Also, from the table above, which table?, one will see that the calculated value (2.002) show that peer’s academic performance. The researcher grouped the students into two the young student lack experiences with others in their  group, this set of students usually tires to put up with ever they are doing.
The difference in academic performance of boarding and day students could be attributed to the fact that adolescents need adequate control and supervision to really perform well. Academically, and this is usually present in boarding schools were students have rules and regulations to be followed whether they live it or not such as observing preparatory classes, siesta, games to mention a few. Most of the day students  do not have enough time to read, most of them may not even get to school at all and it affects their academic performance.



CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	This chapter deals with the summary of the study conclusion and recommendation:
From the analysis so far carried out, the researcher found out the following.
1. That there is no significant relationship between peer’s sex academic performance in Ilorin in Junior Secondary School
2. That there is a significant relationship between peer’s age and academic performance in Ilorin Junior Secondary School
3. That there is a significant relationship difference between academic performance of boarding and day students in Ilorin Junior Secondary Schools.


Conclusion
	This study has lead the researcher to conclude that peer group do effectively influence members’ academic performance in secondary school. There is an aphorize that birds of a feather fly together. Hence students that belongs to the same peer group would normally have the same attitude towards schooling and what goes on in the school and in the manners if the main objectives of the group are academic, this would reflect in their performance in school essentially, therefore partly and greatly to a factor of the peer group which they belong.
Recommendations
	In the light of the findings of this study, the following recommendations are proffered and suggested that it should be strictly adhere to in order to improve the academic performance of students belonging to one peer group or the other.
	Guidance and counselor should be employed in all schools and they should be made functional so that would help in solving the problems and in enhance of the social, psychological and even academic problems confronting the students. 
Since adolescent age is a period of turbulence for our children and it is the age of which they are usually in secondary school, it is therefore apparent and necessary that parents should be more concerned with the types of friends their children move with, were children are schooling far away from their homes and schools. They should be out under class surveillance and care of guidance or teachers to avoid mixing with bad gang or students.
Government should encourage boarding system of education in secondary schools. The government should subside as much as possible the cost of running boarding school so that many willing parents will have the opportunity of sending their wards of children to the boarding schools.
In view of the rampant cases of cultism, huggers, armed, robbery and other social vices in our secondary schools, it is strongly recommended that religious and moral education training be made compulsory in all schools.
Finally, equal educational opportunity should be accorded and given to both sex (male& female) children, parents should not discriminate in training and educating their children.
Suggestion for Further Study 
	The research work can also be carried out in other local government area, state and the country in general.
It is suggested that further research in this area of study by individual and institution.
Also, this research work could be done  by comparing public school with the private school either in government or other subject for further insight into the problems.
.
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APPENDIX
QUESTIONNAIRE
	This questionnaire is designed to obtain your view about the influence of peer group on students academic performance in Junior School in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Your objective response to the items in the questionnaire will enable the researcher arrive at a conclusion. Your responses will be treated confidentially.
SECTION A  (PERSONAL DATA)    
1. Sex: Male 	(   )  Female (   )
2. Age range: 10 -15 years (   ) 16 -20 years 	(   )   
SECTION B
Instruction you are requested to provide your answer (s) by ticking () any of the following alternatives:
SA 	= Strongly 
A  	= agreed
D 	= Disagreed
SD 	= Strongly Disagreed     
	S/N
	Peer group culture 
	SA 
	A 
	D
	SD

	1.
	Your culture is similar to your peer group culture
	
	
	
	

	2.
	The difference in culture of your peer group affects the value of yours
	
	
	
	

	3.
	The difference in culture affects your education
	
	
	
	

	4.
	You prefer the culture of your peer group to yours or you like yours
	
	
	
	


                                                                                          

	S/N
	Peer group and education
	SA 
	A 
	D
	SD

	1.
	Peer group influence have impact on your academic achievement
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Peer group influence affects your social interaction and study habit
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Peer group influence contribute to mass failure of students in your school
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Most of the brilliant students belong to well behaved peer group
	
	
	
	


     
	S/N
	Peer group influence and social behaviour 
	SA 
	A 
	D
	SD

	1.
	Your behave some of the social behaviours are caused by negative influence of peer group
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Juvenile delinquency in the society is as a result of the negative influence of peer group 
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Youngsters social vices are products of negative influence of peer group 
	
	
	
	


                                                                                              
                              
	S/N
	Solution to the problems
	SA 
	A 
	D
	SD

	1.
	Good moral bringing enhances formation of peer group
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Parental influence bring about formation of progressive peer group  
	
	
	
	

	3.
	The school counselors have impact on formation of peer group in the school 
	
	
	
	


      
