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ABSTRACT

The study examined the effects of school population on the academic performance of Pupils  in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. In an attempt to provide proper analysis efforts were made to define the basic concepts inherent in the topic which are population academic performance, students and the like. To strengthen the empirical validity of the study, questionnaire was designed with proper verification and correction by the supervisor to elicit information which are used in the analysis of the data collected chi-square statistical analysis was used to test all the hypothesis. The study eventually shows that there are significant differences between school population and academic performance. Based on the results, it is recommended that school policies has to be strictly adhered to by the school administrator.
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CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study 
The increase in peoples’ awareness on the desirability of education and inherent potentials in schools as the most formidable and paramount agent in quality education accounts for the proliferation of schools and at all the Nigerian educational system (Adeshina 2014). Prior to the era of self determination in education in Nigeria (1970-1980), people perceived western education as an agents of cultural pollution, therefore, parents and guardian were adamant and skeptical on searching to attend Christianity-oriented schools (Fafunwa, 1997).
However, mass campaign and job opportunities attached to western education yielded positive responses thereby resulting in its acceptability in all ramifications. Today, education is a major industry that records a high patronage from all and sundry. Hence, there are continuous innovations being introduced in line with global expectations and technological advancements.
The giants steps of Nigerian government (both military and civilian) would remain indelible in the annals of education development in the country. The educational system has being revolutionalized and innovations injected in order to promote the socio-economic development of the society.
Among the Remarkable innovation in Nigerian educational system is the introduction of Universal Free Primary Education (UPE) in 1976, prior to this period, primary education was not compulsory. As Ogunsaju (2016) reports that many school-aged children were lying fallow in communities due to high school fees of students and non-existence of schools.
According to Ogunsaju (2016) Universal Primary Education (UPE) resulted in the rejuvenation of Nigerian educational system whereby primary schools were sited at every four-five kilometre in the communities.
Today, many communities could boast of primary schools either established by the community or government. In most urban areas in Nigeria, private schools here also increased tremendously to reflect that every available building house is turned to a private primary school. Therefore, primary school enrolment is over twenty million, and this was brought about by the absence of a specific population policy in the country. Students’ enrolment in secondary schools has also increased enormously across the country. The post-UPE era witnessed the active involvement and participation of communities and private organizations in the management of secondary education in Nigeria (1980-1990). In most cases communities reach with who accord to establish fund and management secondary schools, therefore the member of secondary schools have also increased.
Inspite of the members of secondary schools across the state, the influence of people into the urban centres in search of economic adventure, increase the number of both primary and secondary schools students. The high number of pupils in primary schools led to abolition of the shifting system in primary school. And in some cities across the country, (Lagos, Kano e.t.c.) shifting was a popular phenomenon in secondary schools in order to cater for the academic need of the growing member of students.
However, the construction of more classrooms and establishment of more primary and secondary schools across the country led to the cancellation of shifting system in Nigeria. 
Although, secondary schools are distributed in the state, the schools in the rural areas are sparsely populated (Balogun, 2001). However, the concentration of secondary schools in the urban centre does not minimize population explosion in the schools. It becomes therefore imperative to examine the influence of school population on academic performance of secondary school students.
Statement of the Problem
	It is observed that population of pupils in public schools are enormous or are highly populated and the infrastructural facilities are groosly inadequate to meet the academic needs of the students. Babatunde (2011) reports a relationship between schools population and inadequacy of good indiscipline behaviour among students. Ishola (2010) explains that the academic tone of the school is groosly affected by the school population. Therefore, their study attempts to verify the claims of the above cited findings.
	It is common situation in most schools in the study area that a class that is structurally designed for thirty five – forty five students now accommodate over seventy (70) students at a time. In this types of situation, there is competition for ventilation, movement, disorder and rowdiness usually pervade in school a class. Therefore, the study attempts to identify the influence of school population on the following:
(i) Effectiveness of teachers instructional strategies 
(ii) Students level of participation in the lesson
(iii) Teacher’s ability to effectively monitor students’ progress.
(iv) Students’ use of educational facilities like library and laboratory e.t.c.
Purpose of the Study
	The population situation in our public schools (both primary and secondary schools) posses a threat to academic performance of the pupils in such schools. Therefore, the study examines the influence of school population on academic performance of secondary schools students. It also suggests strategies to improve students’ performance in view of pupils population situation.
General Questions
(i) How does the school population affects students’ academic performance?
(ii) To what extent does the school population affects teachers’ classroom activities?
(iii) What is the relationship between school population and students academic performance?
(iv) What are the resultant effects of classroom over-population on students’ academic performance?

Research Questions
(i) Does school population influence the effectiveness of teachers’ instructional strategies?
(ii) What influence does school population have on students’ level of participation in the lesson?
(iii) Are teachers able to monitor students’ academic progress in populated class?
(iv) Are the educational facilities adequate to the students’ population?
Research Hypothesis
(i) There is no significant relationship between male and female teachers perceived influence of school population on effectiveness of instructional strategies not were should.
(ii) There is no significant relationship between Junior and Senior students perceived influence of school population on level of participation in the class?
(iii) There is no significant relationship between male and female teacher’s perceived influence of school population on monitoring students’ progress.
(iv) There is no significant relationship between male and female students perceived influence of school population on use of educational facilities.
(v) There is no significant relationship between principals and teachers perceived influence of school population on students’ progress.
Significant of the Study
	A study on the influence of school population on academic performance of students is important at this period considering the hazard of school population to academic performance. Therefore, the findings would provide useful information to all stakeholders in education (school, parents, teachers, students, government, agencies etc.).
	The research findings would serve as information upon which the school management could take decisive steps towards promoting the academic tone of the school. The research findings would expose the school principal officers to rigors being experienced by teachers in their professional duties.
	The research findings would provide useful hints that would assist the relevant department of Ministry of Education to take urgent steps at providing more facilities to accommodate the teeming student population.
	The research findings would enlighten the parents on the corporative with show influences with a view to alleviating the accommodation problems of the schools.
	Finally, the research findings would serve as terms of reference for future reference.



Delimitation (Scope) of the Study
	This study is limited to ten secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State, and it focused on the influence of school population on academic performance of secondary school students only.
Definition of Terms
Population:- Indicates the number of people living in an area.
School Population:- Indicate the total number of students in a school.
Academic Performance:- Means the scholastic progress of the students. Measure by their performance sin NECO, WASC and others.
Instructional Strategies:- Are derive or techniques employed by the teacher to enhance effectiveness teaching-learning process.
Educational Facilities:- Are infrastructure facilities designed to promote such as classrooms, library, hostel, good toilet, and others design to promote effective learning.

CHAPTER TWO 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
	This chapter reviews related literature under the following sub-headings:
· Population and Growth Trend;
· Consequences of the Population Situation;
· Population Explosion and Infrastructural Facilities;
· The School with over Population and Deboarding System;  
· Appraisal of the Reviewed Literature.
Population Growth Trend
	According to (NTI) National Teachers Institute (1990) population is the total number of human beings occupying an identified geo-political area and it is not a static phenomenon. It is the total number of person living in an area e.g. Local Government, State, Country, Continent the whole world at a particular point in time.
	The population of Nigeria is increasing rapidly. He stressed further that whereas in 1953 the population was estimated as 30.4 million people in 1963 it increased to 55.7 million and 1973 to about 79.0 million. In 1987 the population rose to be about 110 million and it is projected to reach over one hundred and fifty million people by year 2000 (NISER, NPB, 1985).
	Adegoroye (1989) explains that birth rate is about 48.50 per 1,000 and the death rate has declined from twenty seven death to about 16-17 per 1,000 population at present. This means a growth rate of about 3.3% per year. He explained further that the results of the 1981-1982 National Fertility Survey (NFS) the average number of children born to each women by the end of her reproductive life is between six and seven children.
	Lamenting the population growth trend in Nigeria, Oduwole (1994) argues that the present situation is likely to continue in the next century. This is because firstly, given the young age of the Nigeria population, the number of young women continually entering their reproductive yeas exceeds the number of older woman moving out of that age span. Secondly, today is children potential parents of the future are already so numerous, this irresistible growth rate is already built into the age structure of the population.
	Oladosu (1999) said that at the present 3.3 percent growth rate the population is expected to double in about twenty-two years.
Consequences of the Population Situation 
	Onokerhorage (1985) argues that the impact of the present population situation in Nigeria is felt both at National and family levels. According to him it is observed that the standard of living in recent years and the government is committed to sustain this trend, but the high growth rate of the population curtails the government from fulfilling this commitment to the people. Tawiah (1989) states that government has long recognized improved educational opportunities as being critical to the development efforts.
	Thus, it adopted a National Policy of Universal Primary Education (UPE) which gave every child the right to free primary schooling. This results in rapid increase in primary schools enrolment from about 3.5million pupils in 1970 to 13.7 million in 1980 16.2 million in 1982 and 16.8 million in 1985.
	Lawal (1986) explains that because of the current high birth rate and the momentum already built in population growth, not only the absolute member of children in the population but also the primary school enrolment would trend increase phenomenally. According to her as more pupils as enrolled, much large expenditure will be required to pay for the increasing needs of teachers school administrators, classroom and equipment.
	Oshin (2000) remarks that the federal government spent N86.00 per primary school pupils and with the increase in primary school enrolment. The projections for recurrent expenditures needed to provide educational services for the pupils are enormous.


Population Explosion and Infrastructural Facilities in the School
	The over-increasing population of the school enrolment brought by high rate of the country’s population make the infrastructural facilities in the school grossly inadequate. According to Ogunsola (1993), by the Mid (1980), the classroom benches and desks were no longer adequate to be used by the primary pupils and secondary students.
	Durotoye (1989) reports that the school situation was appaulling un-conducive to promote effective learning. According to the report, a substantial number of the pupils sit on the floor without any desk or table to write on.
	Writing on the plight of pupils on over crowded classrooms, Oniyanda (1993) explains that an average of six to seven pupils sit on the bench originally designed for three pupils. He stressed that children could not write well because of poor seating arrangements which characterize most public schools in Nigeria cities and towns. According to Onawola (1991) the experience of pupils in over crowded classroom is lost pupils attention is affected because of the inadequacy of seats. He stressed further that mot of the children in Junior classes engage in anti-social acts such as fighting and quarrels which might be linked to inadequate facilities. Ifabiyi (1995) reports that there is a close relationship between inadequate seats in the classroom and in attention of the pupils in the classroom.
	Also, commenting on teachers effectiveness in populated classes, Bello (1987) observes that the teacher face hard time in ensuring that the pupils works are adequately checked. He opines that such teachers expend much energy to ensuring compliance with instructional strategies and some categories of pupils with special need academic and psychological attention are usually neglected.
	The role of libraries, laboratories (science, home economics) e.t.c. cannot be over emphasized in the promotion of effective learning in school. However, the increase of students’ enrolment makes these facilities grossly inadequate and the purpose of its establishment defected. According to Adewoyi (1988) the number of students is greater than the spaces provided of students to practical is reduced in order to cater for all need of the students. Idowu (1991) reports that students failure in science subject is significantly related to poor exposures to practical which is the basis of science subjects.
	Odu (1994) reports that the provisions in home economics laboratories in secondary schools are inadequate to meet the increasing number of students offering the subject. She further laments that the students are not opportune to acquire the necessary experience due to inadequate laboratory facilities completed with students population.
	Owoseni (1990) reports that most of the library facilities in primary and secondary schools are now inadequate to meet academic yearning and aspirations of the students because of the large population. According to him the libraries were designed to accommodate certain number of students.
	However, the increase in students enrolment render of the facility inadequate, Oguntayo (2000) explains that library services in most secondary schools are now epileptic because, the schools could not meet the needs of the learners in terms of adequacy in space, reading materials e.t.c. he emphasizes that the effects of this epileptic library services could immediately be noticed in the reading culture of Nigeria students. He said that most Nigeria students have abandoned reading for other nefarious and anti-social activities such as watching of phonographic materials, cultism etc.
Over Population and Deboarding System
	The educational sector benefited from the oil boom, hence all secondary schools operated boarding system to be accommodated within the school and they were guided by the school code of behaviour. He explains that the students were adequately tutored and monitored by the teachers.
	However, the increase in students enrolment made it enormous for the government to run boarding system. Therefore, schools were deboarded and students now come from home on daily basis.
	Adeyinka (1994) states that students on deboarding system led to students poor academic performance.
	Also, writing on deboarding system in education. Ojo (1994) and Falola (1991) report that students’ involvement in vices and indiscipline behaviours are on the increase. They explained that schools now experience indiscipline behaviour ranging from truancy, delinquency, late coming, smoking, drunkenness and thuggery e.t.c.
	Akanbi (1997) also observes that the high rate of school dropout as a result of deboarding system in Nigerian educational which expose school children unnecessarily to distracting environment.
Shifting System in School
	State governments employed shifting system in schools in cities and town as a panacea to congested classes (Olarenwaju, 1989). Olarenwaju (1989) states further that the school routine is re-organized to accommodate two sessions i.e. morning and afternoon. Kolawole (1986) report that schools in the morning session open and close by 8:00am and 12:30pm respectively. Afternoon session commence by 1:00pm and ends by 5:50pm.
	Writing on the effects of shifting system, Yusuf (1996) and Mustapha (1991) explain that learning becomes difficult in afternoon session most especially during the dry season. Taiwo (1997) observes that pupils attention is limited and high percentage of the learner sleep during lesson.
Appraisal of the Reviewed Literature
	Population growth is a global issue and the growth rate is alarming studies show steady population growth across the world and Nigeria is regarded as the most populated black nation.
	The introduction of Universal Primary Education (UPE) increased the primary schools enrolment to several millions resulting in additional expenditures for the government.
	Several studies show that the increase in primary and secondary schools enrolment result inadequacy in educational services, change in government policies and programmes that have significant effects on the educational, and socio-economic development of the country.

CHAPTER THREE 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
	This chapter presents information on research design, population, sample and sampling procedure, instrumentation, validity and reliability of the instrument and procedure for data collection and analysis.
Research Design
	Awolola (2001) describes research design as the plan, or layout which assists in the investigation of identified problem. Therefore, descriptive survey is the most appropriate for this study. According to Daramola (1998), descriptive survey is a research type that enables information to be collected from varying sources with utmost ease. 
Hence, descriptive survey is desirable for this study because large numbers of respondents are involved.
Population
	Tuckman (2014) and Daramola (2016) define research population as the boundary that stipulated who shall be involved in a study. Hence, selected secondary school teachers and students constituted the population for the study.
Sample and Sampling Procedure
	Simple random and sampling technique was used to select secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The sampled schools include the following;
Name of schools 				No of teachers selected
(1) 	Government Day Secondary School, Adeta Ilorin		10
(2) 	Baboko Community Secondary School, Ilorin 			10
(3) 	Ilorin Grammar Secondary School, Ilorin				10
(4) 	Government Day Secondary School, Adewole, Ilorin  	10
(5) 	Model Secondary School, Ilorin					10
(6) 	Ansarul Islamic Secondary School, Ilorin 			10
(7) 	Mount Camel Secondary School, Ilorin				10
	However, purposive sampling technique was considered appropriate to select twenty students and ten teachers and principals respectively in each of the sample secondary schools. According to Aderalegbe (1997), sampling technique is a deliberate attempt to select certain category of respondents to supply information on research instrument. Some of the variable considered in the selection of respondent included sex, class level e.t.c.
Instrumentation 
	Questionnaire is the main research instrument used to collect relevant information from the respondents. The questionnaire is made up of two main sections i.e. A and B. Section A provide personal information on the respondents such as Sex, class level, teaching experience e.t.c. each part consist of statements of the problems.
	There are four different attentive responses to each statement and the respondents are expected to tick the most appropriate one i.e. 
SA = Strongly Agree
A = Agree
D = Disagree
SD = Strongly Disagree
Validity of the Instrument
	Draft questionnaires were given to the project supervisor and other lecturers in school of education to determine the face validity of the instrument. The comments and observations of the project supervisor and other lecturers were incorporated to fashion out a view draft.
Reliability of the Instrument 
	Test re-test method was used to determine the level of the instrument. The questionnaire was administered on 20 teachers and 40 students respectively and the administration was repeated after four weeks interval, the responses were scored and Pearson Moment Correlation Co-efficient method was used to determine the reliability level of the instrument which was considered effective.
Procedure for Data Collection
	Permission was obtained from the principals of the sample secondary schools to administered questionnaire on the principal, teachers and students. The questionnaires were distributed to the principals and teacher while sampled students were gathered in a classroom in each school in order to avoid loss in transit.
	The researcher explained the items on the questionnaire to the students and sufficient time was given to them to supply necessary information. All the questionnaire were dully felled and collected back immediately. However, the principals and teachers were given one week to supply information on the questionnaire. 
Procedure for Data Analysis
	Chi-square statistics analysis was used to test all the hypothesis at 0.05 alpha level.

CHAPTER FOUR 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
	The chapter presents the results and discussion obtained from the survey. Analysis of data and testing of hypothesis is stated in the first part of the chapter while discussion of the result formed the other part.
Presentation of Results 
Research question 1: Influence of school population on effectiveness of instructional material?
Hypothesis One: There is no significant difference between male and female teacher’s perceived instructional strategies.
Table 1: Chi-square statistical analysis showing the difference between teachers perceived influence of school population.
	Sex
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	TOTAL
	X2CAL
	X2TAB
	DF

	Male teacher
	120
(140.9)
	48
(9.1)
	13
(9.1)
	10
(6.7)
	
191
	

22.52
	

7.815
	

3

	Female teacher
	175
(154.1)
	24
(37.6)
	6
(9.9)
	4
(9.3)
	
209
	
	
	

	Total
	295
	72
	19
	14
	400
	
	
	


Table 1 shows that the X2 calculated is 22.52 and this is greater than the X2 table value of 7.815, therefore table one which states that there is no significant difference between male and female teachers perceived influence of school population on effectiveness of instructional strategies is rejected.
Research Question 2: Influence of school population on level of students participation in the class.
Hypothesis Two: There is no significant difference between junior and senior students perceived influence of school population on level of students participation in the class.
Table 2: Chi-square statistical analysis showing difference between junior and senior students perceived of school population.
	
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	TOTAL
	X2CAL
	X2TAB
	DF

	Junior students
	279
(289.5)
	54
(46)
	38
(37)
	29
(27.5)
	
400
	

3.734
	

7.815
	

3

	Senior students
	300
(289.5)
	38
(46)
	36
(37)
	26
(27.5)
	
400
	
	
	

	Total
	579
	92
	74
	55
	800
	
	
	



	Table 2 shows that the X2 calculated is 3.731 and this is less than the X2 table value of 7.815, therefore, hypothesis two which states that there is no significant difference between junior and senior students perceived influence of school population on students participation in the class is accepted.
Research question 3: Influence of school population on monitoring of students progress.
Table 3: Chi-square statistical analysis showing difference between male and female teachers perceived influence on school population on monitoring students’ progress.
	Sex
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	TOTAL
	X2CAL
	X2TAB
	DF

	Male teacher
	161
(165.1)
	25
(35.5)
	23
(18.7)
	31
(20.6)
	
240
	

20.47
	

7.815
	

3

	Female teacher
	183
(165.1)
	49
(35.5)
	16
(18.7)
	12
(20.6)
	
260
	
	
	

	Total
	344
	74
	39
	43
	500
	
	
	



	Table 3 shows that the X2 calculated is 20.47 and this is greater than the X2 table value of 7.815, therefore, table three which states that there is no significant difference between male and female teacher perceived influence of school population on monitoring in students progress is rejected.
Research Question 4: Influence of school population on use of educational facilities.
Table 4: Chi-square statistical analysis showing the difference between students perceived influence of school population on use of educational facilities.
	Sex
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	TOTAL
	X2CAL
	X2TAB
	DF

	Male teacher
	377
(392)
	60
(52.5)
	34
(20)
	29
(26.5)
	
500
	

5.416
	

7.815
	

3

	Female teacher
	40
(393)
	45
(52.5)
	24
(29)
	24
(26.5)
	
500
	
	
	

	Total
	784
	105
	58
	53
	100
	
	
	



	Table 4 shows that the X2 calculated is 5.46 and this is lower than the X2 table value of 7.815, therefore, table four which states that there is no significant difference between male and female students perceived influence of school population on use of educational facilities is accepted.
Research Question 5: Principal and teachers perceived influence of school population on students’ progress.
Hypothesis Five: There is no significant difference between principal and teachers perceived influence of school population on students progress.
Table 5: Chi-square statistical analysis showing difference between principal and teachers perceived influence of school population on students’ progress.
	Sex
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	TOTAL
	X2CAL
	X2TAB
	DF

	Principal
	23
(27.5)
	8
(62)
	3
(1.6)
	6
(4.7)
	
40
	

3.08
	

7.815
	

3

	Teacher
	297
(274.5)
	60
(61.8)
	15
(16.4)
	40
(47.3)
	
400
	
	
	

	Total
	302
	68
	18
	52
	440
	
	
	



	Table 5 shows that the X2 calculated is 3.08 and this is less than the X2 table value of 7.815, therefore, table five which states that there is no significant difference between principals and teachers perceived influence of school population on students’ progress in accepted.
Discussion of the Results 
	Hypothesis one states that there is no significant difference between male and female teachers perceived influence of school population on effectiveness on instructional strategies. However, the research findings result show that there was significant difference in the perceived influence.
	Balogun (1993) supported the result when he reported that a significant relationship between school population and instructional strategies exist.
	Hypothesis two states that there is no significant difference between junior and senior students perceived influence of school population on level of participation in the class. However, the research findings show that there was no significant difference between students perceived influence of population on level of participation. Okedare (2000) lends credence to the result when he reports that there is a correlation between students’ population and level of participation in the class.
	Hypothesis three states that there is no significant difference between male and female teachers perceived influence of school population on monitoring of students progress. However, the research findings show that there was significant.
	Hypothesis four states that there is no significant difference between male and female teachers perceived influence of school population on the use of educational facilities. However, the research findings result show that there was no significant difference between school population and the use of educational facilities. Oguntayo (2000) observes that non-usage of educational facilities such as library, inspite of its inadequacy is in consonance with the results.
	Hypothesis five states that there is no significant difference between principal and teachers perceived influence of school population on students’ progress. However, the research findings result show that there was no significant difference between school population and students’ progress.

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This chapter presents the summary of the project, draws conclusion and gives recommendations based on the obtained results 
Summary
The study explained the influence of school population on academic performance of secondary school students a case study of schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state. The increase in people awareness as regards the desirability of educations and inherent potentates in school as the most formidable and paramount agent in quality education account for the proliferation of schools at all level of educational Nigerian educational system. The student’s population in secondary school has also increased enormously across the county. Inspite of the number of secondary school across the state, the influx of people in to the urban centers in search of economic adventures, kept on increasing at both primary and secondary schools. 
However, the concentration? Of secondary schools in urban LGA  does not MINIMISE Population explosion in the schools.
The study reviewed related literature on sub-topics such as population growth trend, and consequences of the population and appraised of the reviewed literature.
Descriptive survey was adopted for the study and simple and on sampling technique was used to select seven secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
Also purposive sampling technique was considered appropriate to select twenty students, seven teachers and principals questionnaire was the main research instrument for the study and it was validated by project supervisions and test experts. Test-re-test uncoil was used to determine the rehabilitee level of the instrument.
The questionnaires were administered personally by the research and chi-square statistical analysis was used to test all the hypotheses. 
(1) These was significant difference between male and female teacher perceived influence of school population on effectiveness of instructional strategies.
(2) There was no significant difference between junior and senior student perceived influence of school population on level of participation in the class.
(3) There was no significant difference between male and female teacher perceived influence of school population on unnoticing of student progress
(4) There was no significant difference between male and female student perceived influence of school population on use of educational facilities
(5) There was no significant difference between principal and teacher perceived of school population on student progress.
Conclusion
Based on the above research findings the following conclusion were drawn 
School population is a factor in academic achievement of students. The increasing population of secondary school students has significant impact on the academic progress in the school, school population influence as the effective usage of instructional materials the choice of appropriate instructional strategies could be determine by the school population.
Monitoring student progress in a population school is significant in the determination of the school academic tone. School population influences greatly the teacher’s competences in monitoring students’ progress.
Implications of the Study 
The study has the implication for policy formulations and school head on the needs to devise means of preferring solution plausible? Solutions to the effected schools with large population and on the academic performance of population in public schools the principals should adhere strictly to the admission policies which stipule that particular member of students be admitted into a class. 
Recommendations
In the high of the obtained results the following recommendations should be strictly adhere to. 
(1) The government should as a matter of urgency build more class rooms to accommodate the growing member of students 
(2) Efforts should be made to established more  schools in all order areas in order to reduce population exploring
(3) Parents should assist the school authority in the construction of additional classrooms construction which will go a long way to ease the population explosion.
(4) Also shifting system should be adopted to unitize the consequences of population explosion.
(5) The principal should adhere stretchy to the admission poleis which stipulate that particular number of students be admitted in to a class. Strict adherence to this policy would reduce congestions usually associated with urban schools.

Limitations of the Study
The study is limited to pupils in public primary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. It is upon this that generalization is made to reflect the effect of population on academic performance of pupils in the entire state and Nigeria at large.
Suggestion for Further Studies
The study for any interested fellow who intended to enrich the frontiers of knowledge can embark on influence of instructional resources, motivation, teacher’s proficiency, environment and the likes which the study did not pay attention to.
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APPENDIX
QUESTIONNAIRE
	This questionnaire is designed to collect information on the effects of school population on academic performance of secondary school students, kindly supply necessary information that could facilitate the exercises.
Section A: Personal Information
Please, tick (√) appropriate one
Sex: Male (  ), Female (   )
Class: JSS 1 – 3 (   ), SS1 – 3 (   )
Status: Principal (   ), Teacher (   ) 
Section B: 
Instruction: For each of the statement, there are four different alternative responses, kindly tick (√) the most appropriate one.
Key:
SA = Strongly Agree
A = Agree
D = Disagree
SD = Strongly Disagree
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	
	(I) Teachers only
	
	
	
	

	1
	Teachers require special energy to cope with large class.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Attainment of stated objectives becomes difficult when a class is too large.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Individual differences are not usually observed in a large class
	
	
	
	

	4
	Students uniqueness are not adequately catered for in a large class
	
	
	
	

	
	(II) Students only
	
	
	
	

	5
	Students’ participation in a classroom with a large class is usually limited
	
	
	
	

	6
	Students’ learning problems are difficult to identify in a large class
	
	
	
	

	7
	Teachers finds it difficult to use individual teaching method in a large class
	
	
	
	

	8
	Many students are passive in a large class
	
	
	
	

	
	(III) Teachers Only
	
	
	
	

	9
	Marking students test is energy sapping in a school with a large class.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Checking students exercise is tedious in a school with a large class
	
	
	
	

	11
	Students evaluation is difficult in a school with a large class
	
	
	
	

	12
	Cumulative record is difficult to maintain in a large class
	
	
	
	

	
	(IV) Teachers Only
	
	
	
	

	13
	Classrooms are usually congested in a schools with large class
	
	
	
	

	14
	Students are not comfortable seated in a school with large class
	
	
	
	

	15
	Library facilities are not adequate in a school with large population
	
	
	
	

	16
	Students could not read effectively in a school with a large class
	
	
	
	

	17
	Students practical experiences are affected by large class
	
	
	
	

	18
	Students indiscipline is difficult to control in a large class
	
	
	
	

	19
	Educational services are inadequate in a school with a large population.
	
	
	
	

	20
	Students’ progress cannot be easily monitored in a large class
	
	
	
	





