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ABSTRACT
This study examined the influence of teachers quality on the academic performance of students in secondary school in Ilorin Metropolis, in order to achieve this objective, a set of questionnaire was admitted to the teachers and the student result of English language in Senior School Certificate Examination year 2010-2012 were collected from the five sample schools.
	The information gathered from the teachers’ quality and the results of the students collected, were subjected to both descriptive and inferential statistic like mean, standard deviation and t-test. The results gotten from the analysis were used to test the three postulated hypotheses.
From the result of the analyzed data, it was gathered that students who were taught by the teachers with long years teaching experience performed better in English language. The study also confirmed that, student who were taught by teachers with few workload performed better in English language.
Based on the findings, among other recommendation specialist in English language with a profound knowledge of the language must be given opportunity to teach English language to Senior School students.














TABLE OF CONTENTS
TITLE PAGE                                          	 			i
CERTIFICATION									ii
DEDICATION									iii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS							iv
ABSTRACT 									vi
TABLE OF CONTENTS							vii
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study                                                 	1
Statement of the Problem                                              	10
Purpose of Study                                                           	11
General Questions                                                        	12
Research Questions                                                         	12
Research Hypothesis                                                        	13
Significance of the Study                                                  13
Delimitation of the Study                                                 14
Definition of Terms                                                          15
CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
The Status of English Language in Nigeria                       	17
The Role of English Language in Nigeria Education         	22
The Position of English in Senior Secondary School         	25
Factors Militating Against the Teaching and Learning of      
English Language.									27
What Makes a Good Teacher                                           	37
Some Theoretical and Empirical Studies                         	38
Appraisal of Literature Reviewed               			44

CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODS
Research Type                                                                 	47
Population                                                                       	48
Sample and Sample Procedure                                       	48
 Instrumentation                                                            	48
Validation of Instrument                                                	49 Reliability                                                                       	50
Procedure for Data Gathering                                         	50
Data Analysis Technique                                                 	51
CHAPTER FOUR: RESULT ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION
Result                                                                           	52
Discussion of Findings                                                   	58
 CHAPTER FIVE: 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
Summary                                                                      	61
Conclusion                                                                    	64
Implication of the Study                                              	65
Recommendations                                                       	66
Limitation of the Study                                                  	69
Suggestions for Further Studies                                    	69
REFERENCES                                                          	70
APPENDIX                                                               	73      





ii

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study 
Language is essential to every aspect and interaction in our everyday lives. We use language to inform the people around us of what we feel, what we desire and question or understand the world around us. 
	Language is a medium of communication; mirror’s one’s identity and is an integral part of culture. Ngugi Wa Thiongo referred to language as the soul of culture. In our present day society everything we do is promoted or attained with the elements of language. Our culture is able to be achieved and passed from one generation to another and properly practiced through it.                       
	Language can be described as a system of communication in written and oral form which is used by a particular set of people that share the same culture, idea, belief and values. It is a means of social control which allows every member of a community to communicate and to interact. 
Adejumoke (2001) describes language as a human vocal sound or a graphic representation of signs and symbols, gesticulations and signal for the purpose of communication. From the above definition we can deduct that language is a system of symbols and rules that enable us to interact as a member of a speech community.

Human language is unique in comparison to other forms of communication, such as those used by non-human animals. Communication system used by either animals such as bees or non-human primates is closed systems, which consist of a closed number of possible things that can be expressed. 
	In contrast human language is open ended and productive, meaning that it allows humans to produce an infinite set of utterances from a finite set of elements and to create new words and sentences. The limit of my language means the limits of my world as said by Ludwig Wittgenstein proves the use of language and its power. 
	A language can be compared to a sheet of paper. Thought is one side of the sheet and sound, the reverse side. Just as it is impossible to take a pair of scissors and cut one side of the paper without at the same time cutting the other, so it is impossible in a language to isolate sound from thought or thought from sound said by a French linguist Ferdinand De Saussure they work hand in hand to achieve what a language is really is in the life of humans. 
	Nigeria being a multilingual nation has many indigenous languages spoken in the country apart from English and other foreign languages like English, French, German and of recent intrusion of Chinese language in some Nigerian schools. In the multitude of these languages, Nigeria is a multilingual nation which its citizens have to speak more than one language in order to interact properly with other Nigerians in the midst of these languages one of the languages is most widely used than the other languages because of its prestige. This prestige laden attitudinal differential is in favour of English language which gives it a status. 
	English language is a language that came with colonialism but which did not go away with it. It has become an integral part of Nigeria and Nigerians (Adeniyi, F.O.). The English language has been an used as an official language due to the fact that there was no uniting language in Nigeria but was selected to cater for the people as a whole since there are controversies over the language to be chosen as a general language for all Nigerians so English that was chosen belongs to no tribe in Nigeria. 
	English language has been used as;
(1) Official language which fosters understanding among diverse ethnic groups                                                                                
(2) The major language of news and information in the world. 
(3) The language of business and government, diplomacy and the professions even in some countries where it is a minority language 
(4) The language of maritime communication 
(5) Used for entertainment.
(6) The language of education, religion admonition, law, commerce and even the mother tongue of a few Nigerians (Mafem, 1971). 
English is taught as a second language to most of the Nigerian students; and there is always the possibility of the students performing, badly in English due to the fact that it is not their mother tongue and they had to go through the formal process in acquiring it. In most cases the students do not perform well in their speaking, writing even to pass examination is a terrible case so there is need for qualitative improvement in the process of teaching and learning and that is where the quality of the teacher comes in because it also determine the performance of the learners when its comes to teaching and learning. 
The examination body in Nigeria has made it compulsory that any student who intends to further his/her education into the higher institution must make English and mathematics which are also the core and compulsory subjects in schools now. 
It is pertinent to say that most Nigeria students do fail English language much than other subjects because it’s an alien language. The main concern of the English as a second language programme is to help students communicate in English in order to get a job or get promoted, to communicate with acquaintances, to enter vocational and higher education programmes; to help adults who wants to study English language to help adults who wants to study English to help their children, some want only survival and competence while others want to have advanced linguistic competence. Some speak and understand English quite well but do not read or write it and others have reverse abilities. As a result, teachers these days seem to be under increasing pressure to have a wider teaching repertoire and a more diverse range of skills. The role of an English language teacher is becoming an increasingly challenging one. 
Over the years, the rate at which the students fail English in examination is nothing to write home about but with the aid of the research we are going to find out how the quality of the teacher who is involved in the process will affect the performance of the students in English language or not and how solution can be proffered for good performance. 
English language as the process through which Nigerians can achieve great values, used to be taught by teachers of high quality or professionals with brains who really understand what the language is all about to ensure a good academic performance by the students in the language in the selected schools in Ilorin  Metropolis as a case study. 
Adeogun (2021) opined that the quality of the educational system depends on the quality of its teaching staff and that a school without human resources may not be able to achieve the goals and objectives of the educational system. Since we all know that teaching is a complex activity and it’s a process in which students are provided with a controlled environment for interaction with the purpose to promote a definite learning in them. The environment provided to students is constituted by the context, the teacher who organizes and provides specific learning experiences, different ways and means of providing learning experience and the school setting, all this co-ordinate to bring about the desirable changes in the students. It is this interaction between human and non human components that makes the process of teaching and learning a highly complex activity.
The role of teachers in the achievement of this laudable objective of improving students’ performance in English language cannot be over estimated as stated by Adesina (1980) who noted that teachers are the major indicator and determinant of quality education. Here the teacher is entrusted with both the success and failure of the students; the teacher is seen as a transforming element that the nation lies on. 
The general view is that high quality teachers are education’s best resources and assets (Ayodele, 2014) and after that conducive learning environment and good material contents should be provided but with all these and no teacher, teaching and learning can never take place. 
The teacher plays vital roles in the society as a whole in the area of been 
(1) An instructor 
(2) A facilitator      
(3) A counselor 
(4) A community participant 
(5) Transmitter of knowledge 
(6) A manager   
But the main function or role of a teacher out of all the points listed above is that the teacher is a transmitter of knowledge to the students. So the major role of the English language teacher is to impart in the student his/her knowledge of the subject into the learners and the learners in turn should be able to use the language to tackle or proffer solutions to their academic problem and make affective and rational decision. This study intends to examine the influence of teachers’ quality on the performance of students in English language in the secondary schools in Ilorin  metropolis.
Statement of the Problem 
	Presently the students’ performance in school subjects or any examination is a function of the teacher or the teacher is known to be a determinant of their success or failure. 
	For instance, one can be able to differentiate between students taught by a National Certificate in Education holder from that of a university graduate; those taught by an NCE holder are well dealt with than that of a university graduate who had no practical aspects of teaching during his course. In the same vein one cannot compare a specialist in the field of English to that of one who is a specialist in another subject who just had a few knowledge of English; their students will be totally different in terms of displaying what they have learnt. It is with this view that this study is carried out to ascertain if the above statement is true and correct and if they are of any impact to the students’ performance in English language in secondary school, taught by teacher with different qualities. 
Purpose of Study                  
	The objective of this study is 
(i) To examine the relationship between teachers quality and student performance in English language. 
(ii) To examine the impact of the quality of teachers have on the performance of students in secondary schools in which the findings will be pointing to the following with the view of knowing their effects on the students’ performance. 
(1) Teacher qualification
(2) Teacher characteristics 
(3) Teacher practice
(4) Teacher effectiveness 
(iii)	To investigate the extent to which the teacher affects the performance of secondary school students in Ilorin  metropolis. 
General Question(s)     
(1) Can the quality of the teachers affect the performance of students in the study of English language? 
(2) Can the quantity of the teachers affect the performance of students in the study of English language?   
Research Questions    
(1) Is there any significant relationship between teachers’ quality and students’ performance in secondary schools? 
(2) What is the relationship between perceived social status of the teacher and its effect on students’ academic performance?
(3) What is the relationship between perceived effect of teacher qualification and student academic achievement in English?
Research Hypothesis 
(1) There is no significant relationship between teachers quality and students performance in secondary schools. 
(2) There is no significant difference between the performance of both male and female students academic performance in English. 
(3) There is a significant difference on the academic performance of students taught by a trained teacher.
Significance of the Study        
	It is hoped that this study will provide information for parents, educators and school administrators to reflect upon the various factors that help students in achieving their academic goals. In so doing, they can investigate the possibility of introducing those factors to their school or teachers which may consequently lead to enhancing students educational outcomes in schools.
	In addition the fact that, this study will be conducted in both private and public school shares quite a lot of similarities with each other in this connection, this study provides a valuable references for other schools to reflect upon the quality of their teachers as it affects the academic performance of students in secondary schools. 
Delimitation of the Study                 
	This research work focuses on influence of teachers’ quality on the performance of students in English in some selected school in Ilorin Metropolis of Kwara state with the use of their WAEC result 2010/2012 section. However, the study is limited to only five schools which is randomly selected. They are; 
(1) Unity secondary school testing ground area Ilorin  
(2) Adewole Government Secondary School, Ilorin  
(3) Government Comprehensive High school Ilorin . 
(4) St. Banaba Secondary School Ilorin 
(5) Army Day Secondary School Ilorin . 
Definition of Terms 
Academic Performance:- refers to the scores obtained by senior secondary school student in the senior school certificate examination.
Teacher:- refers to someone trained and qualified to impart knowledge on students of secondary school students.
Teacher’s Quality:- this refers to the attributes of teachers teaching English language in any school. The attributes will be determined in terms of area of specialization, qualification, workload and teaching experience.
Trained Teachers:- This refers to teachers with teaching qualifications. They are teachers who have undergone professional training, in the teaching field. These include N.C.E. holder, B.A. (Hons) H.N.D. and O.N.D. qualification.
Teaching Experience:-  This refers to the number of years, a teacher has put into the teaching service. Teachers, who have not put in up to five years, are regarded as having few years of teaching experience.     
  
                                                                                                 
                                  

CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
		The English language has become a major language in the world today especially in Nigeria with its increasing position and the function it has been performing so also it has its problems that are been faced by the users and the discoveries that were made by authorities in the field to either minimize the problems or proffer a solution.
The Status of English Language in Nigeria.
	Among the different languages spoken in Nigeria, English as a language has carved a niche out for itself. It is a language of its own class that emerged out of a mammoth of other languages. English languages did not come to Nigeria just on its own. Its incursion into Nigeria was caused by lots of factors like trading, slavery, colonization, and missionary activities in Nigeria.
English language in Nigeria was imported from Britain and adequately modified from time to time through the process of adoption. Since its incursion in Nigerian environment, its dominance in government circle in the colonial times and particularly in the 1950’s to the present is an uncontroversial fact. In fact, its dominance in recent times has reached an unbearable peak with the increasing impact of globalization in the world economy and technology.
	According to Graddol (1996), he said the English language seems set to take over the world in the course of the twenty first century and become the global language. More notable is the increase in the international and technological functions of the English language as the dominant language of cyberspace as it is the most used language on internet, Yates (1992) cited by Akinjobi in Adegbija (2002).
	It is evident that one out of five of the world’s population speak English to some level of competence and the demand for the other four fifths is increasing on a daily basis as it is the language of books, newspapers, airports, and air traffic management, international business and academic conferences, science, technology, sports, international competitions, pop music and advertising. This can be justified in the latest edition of National Policy on Education (N.P.E) 2004; government appreciates the importance of English language as a means of promotion of social interaction and national collision. English language is predominantly used in every aspect or sectors of the society.
 	Arsoba (2000), it is true that over two third of the world’s scientist read in English. Third quarter of the world’s mail is written in English while 80% of the worlds electronically stored information in done in English. Of the estimated 40 million users of the internet, the majority of its users communicate in English.
English language at the linguistic market is highly demanded and used by participating countries because of its benefits and uses, including Nigeria. Nigerians often describe English as the official language of Nigeria,  but often when they do so the words "official language" are used in a sense which is at once broader than the sense the words usually possess in native speaker English and which also excludes what in native speaker is the kernel of the sense, that is to say English language is an official language used by the officialdom, in official correspondence for example; but it was never been explicitly pronounced by statute or decree of the federal government to be the official language of the country. The nearest approach to any such recognition in recent years can be found in section 53 of the 1979 constitution which stipulates that "the business of the national assembly shall be conducted in English" though also "in Hausa, Ibo and Yoruba when adequate arrangement have been made therefore." the same formula was adopted by the constituent assembly of 1988-89.
English continues to perform many functions of a national language as well as those of an official language and probably would continue for a long time to do so even if some other language were imposed on the country by government policy, especially if, in India, English and some other language were both recognized as official.
Some Nigerians have no qualms about building the observable facts of the role hitherto played by English in Nigeria into positive arguments for its retention and for the extension of its role. These have special weight when coming from renowned defenders of African culture such as Achebe who wrote in 1996 that "we can believe in the value of English to the very survival of the Nigerian nation without feeling like deserters", and added that "we can use our energies constructively in the important task of extending the frontiers of English to cover the whole area of our Nigerian consciousness".
The theme of the usefulness of English as a unifying force in Nigeria has been more recently taken up by Professor Adebisi Afolayan of Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-ife,
It is unrealistic for anybody in Nigerian today to think that national unity can be forged in the country without recourse to the utilization of the English language…
(it) has been the language of the creation of the political entirely itself and also the language of its politico-economic unification and administration…(pg32)

Furthermore, the fact that it is now functioning as the language of Nigerian nationism cannot be denied.
In Afolayan’s view too, the importance of English for national development needs to be properly recognized in education;
…The only way to achieve the desired development of the Nigerian nation through the instrumentality of the educational programme is the assignment of a new development-oriented role of the English language within the educational programme of the nation. (pg57)
The Role of English Language in Nigerian Education
	The Nigerian educational system is been directed by the National Policy on Education where it is been made known to all that some prerequisites are needed for the functioning of the Nigerian educational system.
	English language is the language of education. it is a dominant language despite its colonial origin, it has continued to enjoy the pride placed on the country’s education system as a medium of instruction in all the strata of education.
	According to the National Policy on Education (N.P.E) 2004, government appreciates the importance of English language as a means of promoting social interaction and national unity. In language education goals are usually determined by the role that a particular language is expected to play in and outside the school curriculum. The role of English language is therefore very important in the school curriculum; the vital function of English language must be noted so that the objective of the national policy on education and language policy in particular will be realized.
	It is worth mentioning that today, people are finding less interest in English language because it is a medium of social communication and it is estimated that there are about 470 different local languages in Nigeria, while English is therefore the only effective medium of communication in Nigeria and also between literate Nigerians and foreigners who speak English.
According to Olaoye (2002) some of the roles of English language in Nigeria are:
i. Language for specialized education: English is used as a medium of instruction from elementary to university level. This means that the Nigerian learners’ access to the cultural and the scientific knowledge of the world is large through English.
ii. English language is also used for commercial function in the sense that English is in a predominant position in business and commerce in Nigeria. Business records, business advertisement, account and certificate awards are all written in English.
iii. It also has an external role as the world language: for instance in the United Nations organizations meetings, have no other language than English for taking part in the deliberation at such meeting to mention a few.
The role of English language in Nigeria education cannot be over emphasized because the future development of this in life of Nigerians will depend on how it is treated by the educational policy and taught in schools today.
The Position of English in Senior Secondary Schools
At the senior secondary school, the national policy on education lists one indigenous language and English as part of the core subject and does not list any indigenous language as elective. Again it is expected that both the mother tongue and English ought to be compulsory while the local L2 should be an elective (Adeniyi 2001).
	According to Babatunde (n.d) however, with the 6-3-3-4 system of education now 9-3-4 system of education system in which the senior secondary school becomes a major educational level at which the English language is learnt. That is, apart from being a major subject in the senior secondary school curriculum (at least one period per day i.e 40mins) and it has been so according to the time table used by the school.
	English language is the language of instruction throughout the three years. In some schools, students are even punished for speaking any language apart from English while in the school premises or even pay some amount of money when you speak vernacular or other languages apart from English in the class.
	The expectation therefore, is that the level of English language instruction will not only be raised but also that the students will have longer years of exposure to the language. Consequently, the communication skills of the holders of the senior secondary school certificate are supposed to be high or even good in the case of making it in the West African Examination Council, NECO or other examinations because it has been made as a pre-requisite for the admission into the higher institution.
Factors Militating Against the Teaching and Learning of English Language
	In Nigeria, English is not only a subject of study but also a medium of instruction in schools. Therefore it occupies a prominent position in the school syllabus. Teachers make effort to enable students become as proficient as expected in English as in their own language but in practice only few attain such proficiency as expected of them. This is so because of the following factors:
	According to Williams (1990) we have 
1. Unconducive language environment
2. Use of English as a second language 
3. Varieties of English
4. Lack of facilities for teaching and learning 
5. Teaching large classes 
6. Abilities for teaching and learning
7. The teacher and the method used 
8. A systematic teaching and English
9. Benefiting from developments around
10. Choosing suitable methods.          
Unconducive Language Environment 
According to Williams (1990) says that: 
In classrooms where students speak several different mother tongues, the teaching of English language becomes complicated. The problem of multilingualism places serious constraints on language teaching.(pg150)

Problems of interference arise from the different mother tongues which learners use vis-à-vis the target language (English) and also from cultures which make up the roots of the languages. The interference phenomenon affects the choice of words and expressions produced in the target language. The wider society is not a conducive environment for the continuous learning and practice of English since the students invariably revert to their mother tongues outside the school setting. 

Lack of Facilities for Teaching and Learning 
Many teaching and learning materials like good textbooks, workbooks and handbooks for teachers, television, radio charts or other useful visual materials are essential for effective teaching. Unfortunately many students and teachers are not provided with these materials ether by the school management or the government. Hence, sometimes the teaching and learning becomes more imaginative than practical
	According to Lawal (1997) also emphasize that the use of remedial work is good to supplement the textbook. He also maintains that materials are not always available; the initiative can sometimes be improvised. He says that some teachers are afraid of bringing in new innovation or personal initiative for fear of being criticized by the learners and even by some of their colleagues, he stated that the book does not cater for the objective set out to achieve because there is no single material that can cater for all the objectives of teaching of teaching and learning English. Lawal, finally concluded that if there are enough materials, it will bring about effective teaching of English language.
The Teacher and the Method Used                
Good teachers of English are found in very small number; hence not having a good teacher of English is a common experience of all the students of English. 
	Duntoye (1983) explains that the teaching of English in our secondary school is confronted with inadequate professional teachers to man the business of teaching English language which means that there are no enough qualified teachers to teach various aspect of the language effectively.
	Afolayan (1997) observed that it’s much more disastrous for the realization of educational objectives than inadequacy of material. He further explains that it is because of the measure of success with which a teacher can communicate effectively with the learner largely determines the level of success of a teacher. 
	The teachers of English are either not trained properly or they are the teachers of other subjects and despite the fact that we have some institutions to train the teachers adequately but provisions are not made for them from the necessary authorities. 
	Gray (1996) asked this question in his book that “is English well taught in Nigerian school”, this question tells us that the suitability of any methods of teaching depends on the teacher’s ability to use it effectively. The methods and techniques used by the teachers are faulty and outdated. The programme of teaching is carried out by inefficient methods in the classroom. Of course good teachers are more important than good methods but an efficient teacher can improve remarkably the quality of teaching by applying good methods and techniques of teaching. Some teachers are conservative in their approach and they are not ready to learn any new methods and techniques of teaching English. 

The Use of English as a Second Language                                                                                                    
	According to Opara (2001) he states that many problems of English language arose from the fact that Nigerians use English as a second language. English as a second language refers to the instance of English language used not as the first language of a place. He further asserts that most times we use what is already known about language to assist comprehension or production where we have both negative and positive transfer and also we still have some traces left by our native language upon the foreign language he/she has acquired or the influences of the mother tongue on the individual acquiring or learning a second or foreign language. 
Teaching Large Class                     
In schools a teacher is often called upon to take too many classes and too many periods at times up to 25 periods a week for just one teacher. For instance when I did my teaching practice I was given three classes in which every day I must spend 40minutes with each of the three classes that we have more than sixty students in a class, the result is over work and overloading of a teacher. Thus, no home work is given and composition is often not written due to the large population and stress on the part of the teacher. Adjustment need to be made in overcrowded classrooms to compensate for unsatisfactory student-teacher ratios. Teachers are more effective when they handle a small class of about thirty than when they handle that of about fifty and even more than (Opara 2001). 
Abilities for Learning and Teaching English 
	The main objective for teaching English language in a second language country like Nigeria where English serves as international and intranational purposes and act as a means of social of interaction of obtaining knowledge in other subjects, mathematics science, business and law is the proficiency in the four language skills (Opara 2001). If the teacher tries to teach the four language skills which are listening, speaking, reading and writing, sequentially or in order of progression called the natural process of language learning, all that the student needs are competence in sound discrimination, understanding the spoken form of language, articulation of the correct sounds then speaking and writing the language appropriately. The teacher should keep content and activities in line with the overall objectives of language teaching.
A Systematic Teaching of English 
There should be a systematic teaching of English right from the primary school to the secondary schools and higher institutions. 
Williams (1990) remarks: 
Exposure to incorrect models at the primary level makes necessary for secondary schools to spend a substantial part of the first year in remedial work in English. Teachers of English spend a lot of their time correcting what seems to be an unlimited number of errors 
Remedial teaching of English should be systematic for the most part, rather than adhoc.(pg 40)
Lessons should therefore be planned for the eradication or at least the reduction of mistakes in number, agreement, tense, gender and encourage proficiency in the four language skills and communication. 


Varieties of English
According to Opara (2001) he states that to use a language properly, we have to know what form of a language are appropriate for given situations. The emphasis is on getting the message across, knowing when, how and to whom to speak. 
According to Adeniyi (2011) that varieties of language are distinguished in terms of its users like we have the American English, British English and Received pronunciation as a variety in which Nigerians are still confusing their selves with especially the student and teachers who, most of the times, we use American spellings which is not recognized in Nigeria when we are to use the British because we were colonized by them. 
Benefiting from Development Around
The teacher of English should try to benefit from findings of research is his environments and the word at large. He should also try to find out through discussing with his colleagues and through experimentation, the best way to remedy deficiencies in essay writing, syntax and pronunciation among his/her students. The teacher should be willing to try out new methods, but be careful about discarding old ones. 
Choosing Suitable Methods 
In most countries where English is used as a second language, students are not sufficiently exposed to the language in practice. They are most of the time passive recipients of what the teachers provide for them; as a result the children become discouraged and indifferent. Instead of using methods that encourage the students to speak, express their own opinions and ask questions and instead of involving the students in group discussion, time is wasted in relaying mechanical drills and mere repetitions (Williams, 1990)
What Makes a Good Teacher 
Goe’s (2007) examination of teacher quality focuses on four categories of teacher quality indicators which are; 
· Teacher qualifications
· Teacher characteristics 
· Teacher practices
· Teacher effectiveness 
The four categories summarizes the ways that teacher quality is commonly defined for policy purposes and they are frequently linked to high and career ladder decision making. 
Teacher qualification: are particularly necessary for regulating entry into the classroom when performance and outcome data are not yet available as is the case with new teachers. Teacher qualification comprises credentials knowledge and experiences that teachers bring with them when they enter the classroom. 
Teacher characteristics: they are the attitudes and attribute that teacher bring with them when they enter the classroom such as expectations for students, collegiality or a collaborative nature race and gender. 
Teacher practices: represents a process view of teacher quality, which might more aptly be described as instructional quality. They are also practices that a teacher employs i.e the ways in which teachers interact with students and the teaching strategies they use to accomplish specific teaching task.  
Teacher effectiveness: this is the value added assessment of the degree to which teachers who are already in the classroom contribute to their students’ learning, as indicated by higher- than predicted increases in students’ achievement scores. 
Teacher’s effectiveness can only be determined only after a teacher has had an opportunity to impact in his or her student learning.
Some Theoretical and Empirical Studies
Many theoretical and empirical studies have been carried out by different researchers to confirm the status of English in Nigeria, problems of its teaching in English as a second language context and its place in senior secondary schools.
English language has been recognized as a global language all over the world today as it is been used rapidly and responsibly by individuals in the country and has really helped in the framing of a good network and it is a special status or place its occupying in Nigeria. 
According to crystal (1997) he said: 
A language achieves a genuinely global status when it develops a special role that is recognized in every country. (pg 89) 

This is the situation of English today and similarly we can describe English language as a world lingua Franca, House (1999) states that: 
English has gained a dominant role in the world in politics, business negotiations, cultural and scientific congresses, workshops and symposia, international student meetings and where members of smaller, "exotic", "less commonly taught" languages have occasion to talk to members of larger language communities, who see no reason to acquire and converse in the smaller language.  (pg67) 
	In our society today English has attained a great position that we use in our day to day activities and been sincere to the fact most people can never pass through a day without using an English word in their talks or discussions of the day.   
We are using English today as a second language despite the fact that it is a first language of some set of people and also as a foreign language which probably might give one the estimate of the people using English all over the world which brings about its importance to all 
	According to Babatunde S.T (2012) citing Quick and Greebrum (1972:3) states that: 
English is the world’s most widely used language. It is useful to distinguish three primary categories of use: as a native language, as a second language and as a foreign language. English is spoken as a native language by nearly three hundred million people. 
	The diversity of English language is a reality to be lived with and the multiple identities of English in the world is a factor of the linguistic cultural and pragmatic implications of the context in which English functions. 
According to Afolayan (1991:21) says: 
English language functions as “an instrument of the total system of education”, an instrument of individual and overall societal development. 

From the above we can deduct that the reality in Nigeria today is that the development of the country socially, politically and economically can be gauged by the extent of the development of the language itself in the country. In our schools today English language has been made a compulsory pre-requisite for success and even in the society. If you are able to have a good command of English people will regard you as an intellectual person without giving any consideration for the mother tongue. 
As earlier mentioned, the constitution (Section 91) states that: 
The business of the House of Assembly shall be conducted in English but the house in addition to English conduct the business of the house in one or more languages in the state as the house by resolution approve. 

The above statement shows the course of the Nigeria government towards achieving nationism by suggesting three indigenous languages and English as language of the nation.
Almost twenty years ago, the futurist, Naisbitt and Aburdene(2010) forecasted the present state of the world and the function English serves in it:
The most important factor accelerating the development of a single global lifestyle is the proliferation of the English language. Language is a great agent of homogenization; it is frequently on which culture is transmitted. If English is gaining a lock on global language, the implications are clear: The culture of English speaking countries will dominate. (pg 87)

It is rather surprising that globalization has been progressing in the direction they foresaw. It seems that what is happening could be partially explained by attributing to the phenomenon described in their forecast.
	The English language is a lingua franca of the world. English is used as

A medium of communication by people who do not speak the same first language (Kirk Patrick, 2017:27)

According to Richards (2003) describes:
Now that English is the language of globalization, commerce and trade, the media and pop culture, different motivations for learning it come into play. English is no longer viewed as the property of the English-speaking world but it’s an international commodity sometimes referred to as world English or English as an international language. (pg 56)
In this aspect English language dominates all the spheres of the life of the people in a country. As David Graddol (2016)
Almost everywhere, educational systems are in a state of rapid change. Globalization has led to a desperate race in many countries to upgrade the skill of their workforce faster than their economies are being forced up the value chain. (pg 200)
Currently a number of global processes are taking place which are having a faundamental effect on English language education in Nigeria and other parts of the world. 
On the teaching and learning of English as a second language; Kachru (1983) opined that. 
“English as a second language is referred to as an institutionalized variety” (pg 145) 

According to him, English has some features like an extended range of uses in the socio-linguistics context of a nation where it is used, extended register and style range. 
Knowing a language involves not only the ability to compose correct sentences but also the ability to use the sentences appropriately in communication. The position gave prominence to the communication functions of language over other consideration such as rules, grammatically and ungrammatically. Also it stresses the importance of speech in language learning and teaching, which emphasizes pronunciation, imitation and oral drills, find justification in this concept or research.
Appraisal of Literature Reviewed
The English language has come to stay as Nigeria’s official and second language. It’s widespread and promotion over the years is dependent on several factors such as the heterogeneous linguistic environment. With this Nigerians find it difficult to adopt a specific indigenous language for use, even the three major languages (Igbo Hausa and Yoruba) suggested to be used in the educational policy for education is not successful, as such English became handy as the only detribalized language without barrier.
	The adoption of English as a Lingua Franca in Nigeria promotes the language and makes it to penetrate hinterland. In addition in the Nigerian linguistic market place, English has been attributed the status of an official language and it is used as the language of official communication in government offices, it could also be seen as a special mobility in their words, a secondary school leaver, who is employed as a clerk in the bank could be one day promoted to a rank of cashier.
	However, English language, being a language of science and technology, a passport to educational advancement and prestigious employment as the language of, trade and administration, it is most important that it should be taught in all schools.
	The role of English in Nigeria education cannot be over emphasized because the future of this in the life of Nigerians will depend on how it is treated by the educational policy, the teachers and students including the way it is taught today.
	The researcher reviewed many writers view on the status of English language in Nigeria, its role and place in the senior secondary school curriculum. With the view of the scholars there is the discovery of many problems associated with the performance of students in which the quality of the teacher can also determine their performance.
	The research shows that most of the factors militating against the teaching and learning of English in senior secondary schools could be solved by the use of a qualified teacher, use of adequate instructional materials and a host of them. The challenges are real but worth confronting because high quality education demands a well educated teaching force. 


                         
CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODS
The chapter focuses on the method and procedure used in carrying out the study the following
· Research Type;
· Population;
· Sample and Sampling Procedure;
· Instrument;
· Validation of Instrument;
· Reliability;
· Procedure for Data Gathering; and 
· Data Analysis Technique.
Research Type
	According to Ndomi and Yalams (2020) defined descriptive research as the research that is concerned with determining and reporting on subjects or objects the way they are in descriptive research, the researcher specifies the nature of the problem of a given phenomenon. The research been conducted, is a descriptive one which made use of the questionnaire for teachers and senior school certificate examination result of students in the selected secondary schools in Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara state. The researcher is interested in describing certain variables in relation to the population.
Population
	The researcher made use of the WAEC results of the students drawn from five schools in Ilorin  Metropolis, Kwara state.
Sample and Sampling Procedure
	The sample for this study was made up of fifty (50) teachers where ten (10) teachers were selected from each of the five selected secondary schools in Ilorin  Metropolis and the presentation of the students result in WAEC examination.
Instrumentation
	Two kinds of instrument were used for this study. The first one is teachers’ questionnaire; the second is the collection of senior secondary school examination result of students for 2010 to 2012 session.
	The questionnaire was administered to the teachers of English language in the five selected secondary schools in Ilorin  Metropolis, Kwara state. Section A asks questions on teachers’ qualification, experience and sex. Section B is on the other variables that can improve or lower teachers’ quality, apart from teachers factor itself. The six selected schools’ senior secondary certificate examination results in English language from the year 2010 to 2012.
Validation of Instrument
	After the design of the instrument by the researcher, it was given to some English experts for their comment and correction. It was after the amendment that the instrument was presented to the supervisor before it was administered after his approval for use in the study.


Reliability
	To have a reliable result a test retest and percentage instrument was used to measure the stability of an instrument which is the questionnaire and result that was used. The instrument was administered on the same group of people at some certain time. The questionnaire was set to collect information on teachers’ quality as they influence students’ performance in the six selected secondary schools. During the process of administration, the test retest methods was used for the teachers and were given enough time to reflect on each of the statements well before responding to indicate their feeling.                                             
Procedure for Data Gathering 
	The researcher   first and foremost asked for permission from the principal of each school regarding her mission to the selected schools. The questionnaire was distributed to the teacher and the researcher exercised patience for the collection of the questionnaire after the question were answered and also collected the WAEC result.
Data Analysis Technique
 	The researcher collects the questionnaire after it has been administered and checked properly whether it’s complete or not. The data would be analyzed using the simple percentage.                            

CHAPTER FOUR
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
This chapter deals with data analysis. The analysis would be in two parts. The first part deals with descriptive analysis in which the information (data) collected are expressed as percentages. The second part deals with inferential analysis were the method of analysis described in chapter three would be employed.
Part one:
This section shows the analysis of the demographic aspect of the data collected from the study which is stated in terms of their frequencies and percentages. The data are presented in the table that gives a vivid picture of the information.

TABLE 1: Data analysis of academic performance of English students in Senior School Certificate Examination (WAEC) in selected secondary schools in Kwara State between 2010-2012.
	SCHOOL
	YEAR
	No. of Enrolment
	PASSED
	FAILED

	
	
	
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female

	A
	2010
2011
2012
	195
142
140
	62
67
61
	20
38
39
	40
33
28
	15
34
40

	TOTAL
	477
	190
	97
	101
	89

	B
	2010
2011
2012
	216
224
235
	70
49
80
	42
37
21
	67
70
64
	63
67
45

	TOTAL
	675
	199
	100
	201
	175

	C
	2010
2011
2012
	286
274
226
	73
101
112
	54
35
62
	50
60
39
	84
74
42

	TOTAL
	786
	286
	151
	149
	200

	D
	2010
2011
2012
	146
240
132
	20
62
43
	43
40
24
	59
63
54
	50
37
23

	TOTAL
	518
	125
	107
	176
	110

	E
	2010
2011
2012
	200
175
167
	46
68
69
	19
38
43
	64
80
52
	16
21
26

	TOTAL
	542
	183
	100
	196
	63

	GRAND-TOTAL
	2998
	983
	555
	823
	637



TABLE 2: Distribution of Students by Sex.
	SEX
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	MALE STUDENT
	1806
	60.2

	FEMALE STUDENT
	1192
	39.8

	TOTAL
	2998
	100


          
      Table 2: shows that i.e. Male student have the highest representation with 60.2 percentage of the total sample while Female student have 39.8 percentage of the total sample. This shows that a vast majority of the respondent are Male students.
TABLE 3: DISTRIBUTION OF TEACHERS’ BY LEVEL OF QUALIFICATION.
	Teacher
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Degree
	17
	34

	NCE
	33
	66

	TOTAL
	50
	100



Table 3: shows that the N.C.E teachers have the highest representation with 66 percentage of the total sample while degree teachers have 34 percentage of the total sample. This shows that a vast majority of the respondent are N.C.E teachers.
Part Two:
This section deals with data analysis using various methods (test statistic) such as:
a. Sample Mean
b. Standard Deviation
c. T-test statistical analysis
Hypothesis one: There is no significant relationship between teachers’ quality and students’ academic performance in English.

Table 4: Mean, Standard Deviation and t-test on the academic performance of student in English and the influence the teachers’ quality has on them.
	     Variables
	N
	SD
	X
	DF
	CAL.t-value
	Critical t-value

	Teachers’ quality
	50
	485
	42.5
	
3046
	
4.49
	
1.96

	Students’ academic performance
	2998
	56.75
	27.8
	
	
	



          Since calculated t-value is 4.49, which is greater than critical t-value of 1.96; we therefore reject null hypothesis and conclude that there is significant relationship between the academic performance of student in English and quality of teachers.
 Hypothesis Two: There is no significant difference between performance of both male and female students’ academic performance in English.


Table 5: Mean, Standard Deviation and t-test on student gender and academic performance in English.
	Gender
	N
	SD
	X
	DF
	CAL.t-value
	Critical t-value

	Male Student
	1806
	1469
	70.5
	
2996
	
1.22
	
1.96

	Female Student
	1192
	1924
	50
	
	
	



       Since calculated t-value is 1.22, which is less than critical t-value of 1.96; we therefore accept null hypothesis and conclude that there is no significant difference between performance of both male and female students’ academic performance in English.
Hypothesis three: There is no significant difference between teachers quality on the academic performance of student taught by qualified English teacher.

Table 4: Mean, Standard Deviation and t-test on the academic performance of students taught by qualified English teachers.
	    Variables
	N
	SD
	X
	DF
	CAL.t-value
	Critical t-value

	Qualified teacher
	17
	485
	42.5
	
1553
	
2.19
	
1.96

	Students’ academic performance
	1538
	256.45
	165.8
	
	
	



          Since calculated t-value is 2.19, which is greater than critical t-value of 1.96; we therefore reject null hypothesis and conclude that there is significant relationship between academic performances of student taught by qualified English teachers.
Discussion of Finding
The quality of a teacher is assured to have a great influence on his /her role in the academic performance of the students and generally on the school and generally on the school. This quality relates to the teachers qualification, experience, teachers status e.t.c.
Based on the data analysis using t-test and percentage the WAEC result was analyzed to know the number of students that passed and those that failed and knowing the degree of their performance. There was the given number of male and female students in table 2 where the percentage of the male were greater than that of the female, so they have a higher representation.
In table 3, the distributions of teachers’ with their educational attainment were made, having the NCE holders to have the highest representation than the degree holders.
Hypothesis one shows that there is a significant relationship between the academic performance of student in English and quality of the teacher making the null hypothesis to be rejected.
Hypothesis was upheld through the calculation of the male and female differently, null hypothesis was accepted because there is no significant difference between the two gender performances in English.
Hypothesis three reveals that there is a significant relationship between academic performances of student taught by a qualified English teachers’ thereby rejecting the null hypothesis.   
  

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This chapter deals with the discussion of the results analyzed in chapter four from which conclusion is deducted, recommendations were made and suggestions for further studies were made.
Summary
	The position of the teacher on the proof on the management of the national educational system cannot be underestimated. However teachers’ qualification, competence and performance cannot be divorced from his /her status and personality.
But the poor occupational performance of teachers has been observed across board. The reason for this has been attributed to the poor quality of the teacher which affects the students.
	This study was able to discover the influence of teachers’ quality on the performance of students in English in senior secondary school in Ilorin  Metropolis Kwara state.
	According to the study the researcher was able to discover that the quality of a teacher can determine the performance of students in English language with the use of instructional materials, good teaching methods, having a good rapport with the student and adjusting to the situation of the environment.
	The teachers experience contributes maximally to students’ academic performance, findings revealed that teacher with good qualification and experience turn out students with relatively higher academic achievement. Teachers’ use of instructional material are paramount to students improvement, findings revealed that a good number of sampled schools lacked basic instructional aid where available, they are too few to go round and often in bad shape.
	The researcher was able to discover that when teachers are not properly treated by the government and the school heads they tend to deviate from their normal or best way of teaching and rather than been encouraged, they start to lag behind on both the part of the students and teachers resulting to low performance or failure.
	       The teachers’ method of teaching also matters a lot, some teachers make use of wrong methods or outdated methods to teach concepts, and they should be updated in that aspect too. It was discovered too that students who were taught by teachers who possessed high quality of this determinants perform better in English.
	From the discussion so far, each of the determinants of teachers’ quality like their qualification, years of teaching experience, the use of instructional materials and their specialization has different degree of influence on the performance of students of senior secondary schools in English language.
 Conclusion
	From the outcome of the analysis of the data presented in this study, the researcher has revealed a number of factors as regards teachers’ quality in relation to students’ academic performance. The result of the analysis of data presented in this study also confirm that the teacher as a person is not the sole determinant factor of students academic outcome because other factors such as the status, the government, school etc have significant effects in the academic performance of senior secondary school students.
The results of this study also indicate that when teaching methods are effectively utilized and qualified teachers, put in the appropriate position, students’ performance will increase tremendously and teachers experience will be an added advantage for the preparation of students for any examination. It was also established that the quality of teachers to a large extent determine students achievement because a professional teacher will make the best of every unpleasant situation, however an enabling environment must be created in terms of instructional aid amongst other variables for the teachers potential to be utilized maximally.
It could be agreed upon, that parents, teachers, government and students have their own quota to contribute to efficient and effective teaching and learning of English language, to facilitate and improve students’ performance in the subject.
Implications of the Study
	This research work was carried out to know the rate at which the quality of a teacher influences the students’ academic performance in senior secondary schools.
	The implication of my findings is that the teacher has a higher role to perform, for he/she has longer turns in the course of teaching and learning process.
	The further implication of this is that the teacher has to put his/her best in order to achieve the set goals and objective of the educational system and of the individuals at large.
Recommendations
Having examined some of the challenges militating against effective teaching and learning of English language, it would amount to sheer defeatist position if we do not proffer ways to remedy the anomalies. The following recommendations are made
(1) There should be the provision of a conducive atmosphere for teaching and learning in the schools.
(2) (Provision should be made either by the government or the school on the instructional aids to be used while teaching and the teacher should be able to utilize it appropriately to communicate with the student in class.
(3) Regular seminar and conference are effective ways of ensuring that teachers are up to date. The government can periodically send teachers to countries where English is their native language to take courses and come back to impact their knowledge to students.
(4) The placement of teachers should be appropriately done according to their course of study and qualification. An English teacher should not be used to teach another subject. 
(5) The teacher should be encouraged to use suitable methods while teaching and not making use of a single method but should use a combination of methods to give clear understanding to the students.
(6) With the realization of the importance of a highly qualified teaching staff in schools, the government should encourage those who are yet to be qualified to do so through in service training and those who have not gotten teaching qualification may apply for the post graduate course in education.
(7) The school administrators should see to it that teachers are given moderate periods to cover other co-curricular activities in the school. This will help in reducing the teachers’ workload and make them more efficient in their primary assignment.
(8) Incentives should be given to English language teachers throughout the nation. This may be done through special package, remuneration, course allowance and others. All these will definitely improve teachers quality, as a motivated teacher, tends to perform better.
(9) A minimum number of students should be allotted to a class and not when more that forty students are in a class which tends to cause overcrowding and poor performance in the class.
(10) Although there is a policy in place that requires students to credit English before being admitted into the university, this policy is not been effectively enforced. This policy should be tenaciously enforced and also be extended to teach employees that effective use of English language is a criterion for employment and promotion on the job.
(11) Parents should be encouraged to buy recommended textbooks of English language for their wards and advise them to always read.
(12) There is an urgent need to employ more qualified teachers to teach the subject in secondary schools and there should be periodic supervision and assessment in relation to the students’ performance in the subject.
Limitations of the Study
The research work is limited to the randomly selected senior secondary school teachers and the students’ senior secondary school examination results year 2010-2012 which is believed to represent the whole senior secondary schools in the state.
Suggestions for Further Studies 
	Based on the findings, it is recommended that further research could be conducted on 
1. The causes of poor performance in English.
2.  Teachers’ lapses and failure in their duty performance.
3. The relationship between school type, teachers’ responsibility and role performance.
4. The role of the government in school financing and teacher’s stability in relation to environmental stability.
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APPENDIX 
QUESTIONNAIRE
THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
Dear respondents,
	This questionnaire is aimed at finding out the influence of teachers quality on students academic performance in Ilorin Metropolis.
	Your kind response shall be carefully and confidentially treated.
PART A
 Personal Data
	Please read each statement and indicate the option you have chosen by ticking this () in appropriate box.
Sex: 	Male (  ), Female (  )
Qualifications: B.Sc. ( ), B.Sc.(Ed.) ( ), HND (  ), NCE (  ), ND (  )
Year(s) in service: 	less than one year (  ),	1 – 3 years (  ),	
4 – 6 years (  ), 7 – 9 years (   ), 	10 years and above (   )
PART B
	Tick either “Yes” or “No” in the appropriate column.
	S/N
	STATEMENTS 
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	1
	The teachers quality contribute to effective teaching and learning 
	
	
	
	

	2
	Teachers with higher qualification teach better to help their students in learning.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Teachers with lower professional qualification work harder and better to help their students
	
	
	
	

	4
	Teachers do easily adjust to social situations in order to facilitate teaching and learning.
	
	
	
	

	5
	The social status of teachers in the society is militating against the acceptance of their performance in teaching
	
	
	
	

	6
	The teachers do not perform satisfactorily in school because they are poorly remunerated.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Teachers who cannot cope with the social demand find it difficult to teach successfully.
	
	
	
	

	8
	The government provides the school with adequate materials.
	
	
	
	

	9
	Teachers with educational background teach effectively
	
	
	
	

	10
	Teachers with degree qualification teach better than the NCE holders.
	
	
	
	








