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ABSTRACT
This study investigated to effect of socio-economic status of parent on academic performance of student in early childhood education in Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara State. The research designed adopted was a descriptive survey type. Twelve secondary schools were randomly selected from the area through random sampling technique from where one-hundred and twenty students (male and female) were randomly selected as the subject of the study while questionnaire was used to elicit useful information from them. The major statistical tool used to analyze data collected was chi-square. The result of the findings revealed that government policies, teachers’ attitude to Commercial Subjects and effectiveness or efficiency of the school counselors have significant influence on students’ choice of Commercial Subjects in Secondary Schools. Meanwhile, teachers’ methods of teaching and parental decisions have not significant influence on students’ choice of Commercial Subjects in Secondary Schools. Based on the findings, many recommendations were made among which government, parents and school authorities were advised to always provide teaching and learning facilities to enhance students’ performance in Commercial Subjects and at the same time encourage students’ choice of Commercial Subjects in Secondary Schools.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION 
Background to the Study 
Education in early childhood is a critical foundation for lifelong learning and development. However, children's academic success can be influenced by various factors, with socio-economic status (SES) of parents playing a significant role. SES encompasses income level, educational attainment, and occupational prestige, all of which impact a child's access to learning resources and opportunities. This study aims to examine how SES affects academic performance among early childhood learners.
Socio-economic status (SES) is the cumulative overall economic and sociological measure of the employment and economic and social position of an entity or family in relation to other’s based on household income, schooling, profession and the aggregate income of a household, whereas the measurement of their own characteristics is restricted to a single person's SES (Oakes & Rossi, 2013). SES is used more frequently to represent economic differences throughout societies.

According to Parson et al. (2017), socio-economic status is a term that differentiates the family income, political power, educational background and employment status relative to other people in the Community. Saifi and Mehmood (2011) stated that the socio-economic status of an individual or family based on income, education and occupation is a combined measure of the economic and social position. The socio-economic background has been shown to be responsible for the students ' academic success through research studies (Jeynes, 2012; Eamon, 2015). Poor socio-economic status is considered to have major detrimental effects on students' academic success since low socioeconomic status impedes exposure to very valuable opportunities and causes external pressures at home (Eamon 2015; Jeynes 2012)

The health status of the children which could also be traceable to parental socio-economic background can be another factor that can affect the academic performance of the students, Adewale (2002) had reported that in a rural community where nutritional status is relatively low and health problems are prevalent, children academic performance is greatly hindered. This assertion is again hinged on nature of parental socio-economic background. Moreover, Eze (1996) had opined that when a child gets proper nutrition, health care, stimulation during pre-school years, the ability to interact with and take optimal advantage of the full complement of resources offered by a formal learning environment is enhanced.

The foregoing discussion had established that socio-economic status and host of other factors relating to home environment of students, such as educational background of parents, health status of students, parental occupation and family size could have effects on children academic achievement. It is against this background that this work is being undertaken to empirically investigate the possible effect of these factors on students’ academic achievement in selected schools in Kwara State College of education, Ilorin.

Socio-economic status is a definite background variable that represents a feature of the social structure in society (Oakes & Rossi, 2003). It is a fact that families where the parents are privileged educationally, socially and economically, promote a higher level of achievement in their offspring. They also give higher levels of psychological support for their children through enriched atmosphere that promote and encourage the development of skills required for success at school (Williams, 2017 & Williams et al., 2013). The socioeconomic status of a child is usually determined by parental educational level, parental occupational status and income level (Jeynes 2002). It is understood that low socioeconomic status negatively and depressingly affects students’ academic achievement because due to low socioeconomic status, a student does not access to important resources and generates additional stress and tension at home (Eamon, 2005; Jeynes, 2002). 

According to Parson, Stephanie and Deborah (2001), socioeconomic status is an expression which is used to differentiate between people’s relative status in the community regarding family income, political power, educational background and occupational status. Saifi and Mehmood (2011) state that socioeconomic status is a combined measure of economic and social position of an individual or family relative to others on the basis of income, education and occupation.

Suleman et al. (2012) found that that those children whose socioeconomic status was strong show better academic performance and those with poor socioeconomic status showed poor and unsatisfactory academic performance. Heyneman (2005) stated that for many years researches have revealed that students do not show effective performance in school whose parental socioeconomic status is low. The academic achievement of students is negatively correlated with the low parental socioeconomic status level as it prevents the individual in gaining access to sources and resources of learning (Duke, 2000 & Eamon, 2005). 

Most of the researchers and experts believed that the low socioeconomic status negatively affects the academic performance of students because due to low socioeconomic status their needs and demands remain unfulfilled and that is why they do not show better academic performance (Adams, 1996). Farooq et al. (2011) concluded that the higher level of socioeconomic status is the best indicator which plays a fundamental role in promoting quality of students’ achievement. 

The current paper was designed to explore the effects of parental socioeconomic status on the academic achievement of students. The researchers expect that this study will be useful for secondary school students and their parents as it will suggest some remedial measures for the effective and better academic performance of the secondary

The weak socio-economic status of students produces bad outcomes and may cause one to quit school (Eamon, 2015). Farooq et al. (2011) examined factors which influence secondary school students’ academic performance in a Pakistan's metropolitan city. The results indicated that the higher level of SES, the better measure for the standard of students’ results. Suleman et al. (2012) carried out an impact study on the academic performance of high school students in Karak District, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan in 60 government high schools for boys of the 10th class. The study showed that parenting socio-economic status affects the secondary-school students' academic achievement.
Statement of the Problem
Despite efforts to promote equal access to education, disparities in academic achievement persist, often correlating with the socio-economic background of students. Children from low-income families may lack educational resources, p
roper nutrition, and parental support, which can hinder their performance in school. Understanding this relationship is essential for shaping interventions in early education.
It has been observed that many students do not pass well in external examinations such as West African School Certificate (WASC), National Examination Council (NECO) and Junior Secondary School Certificate (JSSC) (Obanya 2004, Ebenuwa-Okoh (2010) and Atanda and Jaiyeoba 2011) noted that some of the factors responsible for the low performance of students in schools are low socio-economic status of parents and lack of seriousness of students. This study therefore attempts to investigate parents’ socio-economic status as contributory factor to students’ poor academic performance in Ilorin Metropolis of Kwara State.

Purpose of the Study
The purpose of the study is to find the effect of socio – economic status of the parent on the student academic performance in early childhood education  in some selected secondary school in Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara State:
1. To investigate the relationship between parental socio-economic status and children’s academic achievement in early childhood education.

2. To determine which component of SES (income, education, or occupation) most significantly affects academic performance.

3. To suggest measures that can mitigate the impact of low SES on educational outcomes.

Research Questions

1. What is the relationship between parents’ socio-economic status and academic achievement in early childhood education?

2. How does parental education level affect children's performance in early learning activities?

3. In what ways does family income influence the availability of learning resources for early learners?

Significance of the Study

This study will benefit:

· Educators, by helping them understand the challenges some children face due to their home backgrounds.

· Policymakers, by providing evidence for targeted support programs.

· Parents, by raising awareness of the importance of involvement in their children’s education.
Scope of the Study

The study was focused on the effect of socio – economic status of the parents on the student academic performance in early childhood education  in some selected secondary school in Ilorin Metropolis. Due to time constraints geographical coverage and financial implication. The study is restricted to some selected Ilorin West. Ilorin East, Ilorin South  and ASA.

Operational Definition of Terms

Socio – Economic Status: This is the social standing or class of an parent. It is often measured as a combination of education, income and occupation. Examinations of socioeconomic status often reveal inequities in access to resources, plus issues related to privilege, power and control.
Student: Somebody who studies at a school, college or university that take much interest in a particular subject or course.

Parent: A parent is a caregiver of the offspring in their own species. In humans, a parent is the caretaker of a child (where "child" refers to offspring, not necessarily age)
Academic Performance: This is the extent to which a student, teacher or institution has attained their short or long-term educational goals. Completion of educational benchmarks such as secondary school diplomas and bachelor's degrees represent academic achievement.
CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
Introduction 
This chapter reviews literature on the “effect of socio-economic status of parent on academic performance of student in early childhood education in Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara State. 

Several studies have shown a positive correlation between parental SES and children's academic achievement: Sirin (2015) found that parental SES is strongly associated with academic outcomes, particularly in early childhood. Bradley & Corwyn (2012) emphasized that family income and parental education influence children’s cognitive development. Dubow et al. (2019) showed that parental education affects academic achievement through parenting style and home learning environment.
Children from higher SES families tend to have access to more books, better nutrition, and more stable living conditions, which promote better academic performance.

Concept of Early Childhood Education
Early Childhood Education (ECE) refers to the structured educational experiences provided to children from birth to about eight years of age, typically covering pre-nursery, nursery, and early primary grades. It is a critical period of cognitive, emotional, social, and physical development, during which foundational skills and attitudes toward learning are formed.

According to the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC, 2019), early childhood education promotes the holistic development of children by fostering language acquisition, pre-literacy skills, problem-solving abilities, and social-emotional growth in a nurturing and developmentally appropriate environment.

ECE emphasizes learning through play, exploration, and interaction, rather than traditional academic instruction alone. It is rooted in the understanding that young children learn best through active engagement with their environment, guided by trained educators who understand child development.

UNESCO (2015) describes early childhood education as programs and strategies geared toward children from birth to the age of eight, focusing on providing care, education, and stimulation in settings such as preschools, daycares, and community centers. These programs are essential for promoting school readiness, reducing dropout rates, and improving overall academic outcomes.

Key Characteristics of Early Childhood Education:
· Child-centered approach – education tailored to the developmental needs of the child.

· Play-based learning – using play as a medium to promote cognitive and social skills.

· Parental involvement – engaging families in the learning process.

· Integrated curriculum – combining language, math, science, and social studies in flexible, thematic ways.

· Developmentally appropriate practices – instructional methods that respect the age, experience, and individual needs of each child.

Importance of Early Childhood Education:
1. Builds foundational literacy and numeracy skills.

2. Supports emotional and social development.

3. Reduces achievement gaps related to poverty and disadvantage.

4. Enhances long-term educational and life outcomes.
Concept of Socio-Economic Status of Parents

Socio-Economic Status (SES) of parents refers to the social and economic position of a family in relation to others, based on factors such as income level, educational attainment, and occupational status. It is a multidimensional measure that reflects the access families have to material resources, social privileges, and educational opportunities, all of which significantly impact the development and success of their children.

According to Mueller and Parcel (2016), SES is a hierarchical structure of family or individual positions within society that affects life outcomes, including access to education and healthcare. In the context of parenting, SES determines the quality of life, learning environment, and level of parental involvement that children experience.

Key Components of Parental Socio-Economic Status

1. Income – Determines the family’s ability to provide basic needs such as food, housing, healthcare, and educational resources.

2. Education – Reflects the cognitive and cultural capital of parents and their ability to support academic learning and aspirations.

3. Occupation – Influences social prestige, income level, job security, and time availability for parental involvement.

As noted by Bradley and Corwyn (2012), these three components are interrelated and collectively shape the home environment in which a child is raised.

Implications of Parental SES

Parental SES has profound implications for children's:

· Cognitive and language development.

· School readiness and performance.

· Health and emotional well-being.

· Access to quality early childhood education.

Children from low-SES households are more likely to face challenges such as poor nutrition, less stimulating home environments, and limited access to educational materials, which can negatively affect their academic achievement (Sirin, 2015).
Theoretical Perspectives

From Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory, SES operates at the exosystem level, affecting the child indirectly through the quality of parental support and available resources. Bourdieu's Theory of Cultural Capital also suggests that higher SES parents are more likely to pass on cultural knowledge and behaviors that are rewarded by the education system (Bourdieu, 1986).
Effect of Socio-Economic Status of Parents on Student Academic Performance

Socio-economic status (SES) of parents significantly influences a child's academic performance across all educational levels, especially in early childhood and primary school. SES determines access to resources, the quality of the home environment, parental involvement, and opportunities for educational enrichment.

1. Access to Learning Resources

Children from high-SES families are more likely to have access to:

· Books and educational materials

· Quality early childhood education programs

· Internet and digital devices

· Private tutoring or extracurricular activities

These resources promote better literacy, numeracy, and cognitive development, which translates into higher academic achievement. In contrast, low-SES families may struggle to provide such support, limiting children’s academic preparedness (Sirin, 2015).

2. Parental Education

Parents with higher educational qualifications are more likely to:

· Assist with homework

· Model positive attitudes toward education

· Communicate effectively with teachers

· Provide a rich language environment at home

According to Davis-Kean (2005), parental education is a strong predictor of children’s academic performance because it influences parenting practices and the value placed on education in the home.

3. Family Income

Low-income families often experience:

· Financial stress

· Poor housing and nutrition

· Limited access to healthcare

· High mobility or school absenteeism

These factors can lead to lower concentration, motivation, and school attendance, all of which negatively affect academic outcomes. Evans (2004) also highlighted that chronic stress associated with poverty can impair children's cognitive functions.

4. Parental Occupation and Involvement

Occupational status affects the amount of time and energy parents can invest in their child’s education. Parents with professional or stable jobs often:

· Have flexible schedules

· Attend school meetings

· Engage in home-based learning activities

On the other hand, parents in unstable or low-paying jobs may lack time for school engagement, affecting the child’s academic support system (Bradley & Corwyn, 2012).

5. Psychological and Social Effects

Low SES is often associated with:

· Low self-esteem

· Behavioral problems

· Reduced motivation

· Limited peer support

These psychological and social issues can contribute to poor classroom behavior, low academic engagement, and underachievement.

Relationship between Socio-economic status of Parent and Academic performance of Early Childhood.

The socio-economic status (SES) of parents is widely recognized as a significant determinant of children's academic achievement, especially during the early years of schooling. SES generally includes components such as income level, parental education, and occupational status, all of which interact to shape a child’s learning environment and cognitive development.

1. Parental Income and Learning Resources

Children from higher-income families are more likely to have access to essential educational resources such as books, toys that promote learning, quality early childhood education programs, and internet-enabled devices. According to Sirin (2015), parental income is directly related to the quality and quantity of educational support provided at home. Duncan and Brooks-Gunn (2000) also found that income disparities contribute to inequalities in early academic skills, particularly in language and numeracy development.

2. Parental Education and Cognitive Development

Parental education level has been consistently linked to children’s academic performance. Educated parents are more likely to engage in literacy-promoting behaviors such as reading to their children, using complex language, and fostering inquisitive thinking. Davis-Kean (2015) found that parental education impacts academic outcomes both directly and indirectly, through parental expectations and the home learning environment. Furthermore, Dubow, Boxer, and Huesmann (2019) highlighted that the educational attainment of parents is a predictor of children's long-term academic and occupational success.

3. Occupational Status and Time for Engagement

Parents' occupations not only affect family income but also influence the amount of time and energy they can devote to their children’s educational activities. Parents with flexible work schedules are more likely to attend school meetings, assist with homework, and participate in school-related events. Bradley and Corwyn (2002) found that occupational prestige often correlates with parental involvement, which in turn boosts academic performance in early childhood education.

4. SES and School Readiness

Research has shown that children from low SES families often start school with lower levels of school readiness compared to their peers from higher SES backgrounds. This includes deficits in vocabulary, memory, attention, and problem-solving skills. Magnuson and Duncan (2006) argue that these early disadvantages tend to persist throughout schooling unless interventions are implemented. In addition, Hart and Risley (2015) reported that by age three, children from high-income families had been exposed to millions more words than those from low-income families, a gap that correlates with early academic success.

5. Home Environment and Academic Performance

The home learning environment, including access to educational materials, quality of parent-child interaction, and emotional support, is a crucial mediator of the effects of SES. Evans (2004) emphasizes that chronic stress, inadequate housing, and food insecurity conditions often associated with low SES negatively affect cognitive functioning and school performance in young children.
Appraisal of Review Literature

The family is the first, the smallest and the most important unit of a child’s social organization. It is responsible  for the development of the child’s physical, mental and moral dispositions. Asikhia (2010) also agreed that the family educational background and socio-economic status play pivotal roles in the learning process of the child. She stressed further that the child’s performance whether in the positive or negative could be attributed to the type of family such a child comes from. Ushie, Owolabi and Emeka (2012) confirmed that family type, size, socio-economic status and educational background play important role in children’s educational attainment and

social integration.

Ajila and Olutola (2000) posited that the home affects the individual since the parents are the first socializing agents in an individual life. Uwaifo (2008) affirmed that family background of a child affects his reaction to life situations and his level of performance. Ndem in Omirin and Adeyinka (2009) confirmed that parental support financially and morally have been found to be potent in improving students’ performance.

Ebenuwa-Okoh (2010) opined that if the finances of students are not adequate, the situation may affect their academic performance. Egbule in Ebenuwa-Okoh (2010) added that student’s academic performance may be enhanced if their financial needs are adequately met.

Danesty and Okediran (2002) lamented that maternal and paternal deprivations of the essential needs of the young students have prompted their poor performance in public examinations such as Junior Secondary School Certificate Examinations (JSSCE), West African School Certificate Examinations (WASCE) and National Examination Council (NECO). Shittu (2004) asserted that poor parental care with gross deprivation of social and economic needs of a child usually leads to poor academic performance of the child.

Caro (2009) found that the relationship between family socio-economic status and academic achievement is cordial. Chen (2009) also posited that parental education is the key determinant of student’s achievement. They noted that there is gap in academic achievement between students of high and low socioeconomic families. They stressed further that because children from low socio-economic status have relatively poor skills, they are prone to leave school early and less likely to gain admission to college. Udida, Ukway and

Ogodo (2012) also agreed that family characteristics are major source of disparity in student’s educational outcomes. They stressed further that student’s academic performance is influenced by the socio-economic background of their parents; as parents that earn high income can take absolute responsibilities of their children’s education compared with parents that earn meager salaries. Huang (2007) confirmed that there is a correlation between parents’ education level and children’s motivation and achievement at upper secondary schools. Hansen and Masterkaasa (2006) discovered that students who originated in a farm household show the lowest educational attainment while those who originated in academic household perform best. Unity, Osagioba and Edith (2013) emphasized that a child is affected negatively if he/she comes from an economically disadvantaged family. They stressed further that such children are faced with overwhelming challenges that leads to poor school performance.

Farooq, Chaudhry, Shafiq and Berhanu (2011) asserted that students whose parents are educated score higher on standardised tests than those whose parents were not educated at secondary school level in a metropolitan city of Pakistan. They affirmed that educated parents can better communicate with their children regarding school works and activities. Hill, Castelino, Lansford, Nowlin, Dodge, Bates and Pettit (2004) attested that the status of parents does not only affect the academic performance of students, but also make it impossible for children from low socio-economic background to compete well with their counterparts from high socio-economic background under the same environment.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODS
Research Design

The descriptive survey method was used for the study. According to Verma and Board (2010), descriptive survey is a research type that promotes easy collection of information from a large population. Hence, the study of the influence of socio – economic background of the parent on student academic performance in secondary school was investigate through a descriptive survey.

Population of the Study

All research questions address issues that are of great relevant to important groups of individuals know as a research population. 

The population of this study consists of secondary schools in Asa Local Government Area of Kwara state 

Sample and Sampling Techniques  
The Sampling Technique used in selecting respondents is stratified sampling method: stratified sampling method is a probability sampling technique where the researcher divides the entire population into different sub-groups or strata. Then randomly selects the final subjects proportionally from the different strata. 

Simple random sampling techniques was used to select five (5) secondary schools in West Local Government Area of Kwara state. 
The five secondary schools selected were:

1. Government Day Secondary Adeta, Ilorin 
2. Government Day Secondary school Adewole. Ilorin 
3. Government Day Secondary school, Odokun, Ilorin 
4. Baboko Community secondary school, Ilorin. 

5.  Ilorin Grammar School. Ilorin 

The total sample was made up of one hundred (100) student randomly selected from the five schools selected for the study

Research Instrument

The questionnaire was used by the researcher in collecting the relevant information and data on the  influence of social economic background of parent on student academic performance in secondary school in ASa Local Government Area of Kwara State.  

            There were two sections in the questionnaires. Section A sought for demographical information of the respondents such as Name, Age, and class while Section B consists of questions items systematically structured to measure the effect of Socio-Economic status of parent on academic Performance of student in Early Childhood Education in Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara State. The respondents are to tick Strongly Agree, Agree Disagree and Strongly Disagreed.
Validity of the Instrument  
        The questionnaire for the study was submitted to the supervisor for verification of the statement after careful examination, the comments and observation of the experts were in corporate into a new draft which made the instrument valid. 

Reliability of the Instrument 
         The instrument was administered using the test re – test method. The test was administered firstly on the respondents and administration of the test was repeated after two weeks and the result of both administrations were corrected using the Pearson product moment coefficient correlation and this implies that there is consistency in the application of each of the items of the questionnaire.

Administration of the Instrument

The administration of the questionnaire was done by the researchers through personal interaction with the respondents. The researchers went to the sampled schools to administer the instrument. The instrument was immediately collected for analysis.

Data Analysis 


Data collected were analyze through the use of table of frequency, means and simple percentage method. 
CHAPTER FOUR

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

This chapter is concerned with the presentation of the result of the data obtained on the effect of Socio-Economic status of parent on academic Performance of student in Early Childhood Education in Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara State. 
Result 

Research Question One:  What is the relationship between parents’ socio-economic status and academic achievement in early childhood education?
Table 1: summary of teachers’ responses from statement 1, 2 and 3


STATEMENT




RESPONSES

	S/N
	
	SA

(%)
	A

(%)
	SD

(%)
	D

(%)

	1
	Parent occupation has any significant impact on the student performance in mathematic.
	52

(52)
	26

(26)
	14

(14)
	8

(8)

	2
	Parent financial status has influence on student academic performance 
	54

(54)
	40

(40)
	2

(2)
	2

(2)

	3
	Socio economic status of the parent reflect on the student performance in school 
	60

(60)
	28

(28)
	8

(8)
	4

(4)


Sources: Field Survey, 2025.

 From the table one above, parent occupation has a great significant impact on the student academic performance in school supported by the 52% percent of the respondents strongly agreed to the statement while 26% percent of them agreed but 14% percent of the respondents strongly disagreed and 8% percent of them strongly disagreed to the statement.

Parent financial status has influence on the student academic performance in their various course of study with the 54% percent of the respondents strongly agreed while 40% percent of the respondents agreed but 2% percent and 2% percent of the respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed to the statement respectively.

Socio – economic status of the parent reflect on the student academic performance with view of 60% percent of the respondents strongly agreed while 28% percent of them agreed but 8% percent and 4% percent of the strongly disagreed and disagreed to the motion.  

Research Two: How does parental education level affect children's performance in early learning activities?

Table 2: Summary of teachers’ responses from statement 4, 5, 6 and 7

STATEMENT




RESPONSES

	S/N
	
	SA

(%)
	A

(%)
	SD

(%)
	D

(%)

	4
	Parent level of education has impact on the student seriousness in school 
	42

(42)
	38

(38)
	14

(14)
	6

(6)

	5
	Parent education background influence the student academic performance 
	58

(58)
	38

(38)
	4

(4)
	4

(4)

	6
	The parental care influence the students seriousness towards students achievement
	58

(58)
	36

(36)
	4

(4)
	2

(2)

	7
	The parent’s ideology or postulation as significant relationship towards the student’s achievement in school.  
	46

(46)

	38

(38)
	12

(12)
	4

(4)


Sources: Field Survey, 2025
   From the above table, most of the respondents unanimously agreed that Parent level of education has impact on the student seriousness in school. in view of this assertion, 42% percent of the respondents strongly agreed to the statement while 38% percent of them agreed to the statement but 14% percent and 6% percent of the remaining respondents opposed the statement by picking strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively.

Aside from parent level of education, Parent education background influence the student academic performance 

Research Question Three: In what ways does family income influence the availability of learning resources for early learners?

Table 3: Summary of teachers’ responses from the statement 8, 9 and 10

STATEMENT




RESPONSES

	S/N
	
	SA

%
	A

%
	SD

%
	D

%

	8
	Student Health status has impact on the student academic achievement in school    
	40

(40)
	38

(38)
	16

(16)
	6

(6)

	9
	In-conducive learning environment influence the student health status toward their academic performance in school.
	38

(38)
	44

(44)
	10

(10)
	8

(8)

	10
	Inconsistence of parent health has effect on student academic performance in school
	40

(40%)
	30

(30%)
	20

(20%)
	10

(10%)


Sources: Field Survey 2025
From the analysis in table three above most of the respondents’ belief that health status of students has effect on the academic achievement of students. In view of this, 40% percent of the respondents strongly agreed that Student Health status has impact on the student academic achievement in school while 38% percent of them agreed but 16% percent and 6% percent of the remaining respondents strongly disagreed and disagreed to the statement respectively.   

More so, in-conducive learning environment influence the student health status toward their academic performance in school, in view of this, 38% of the respondents strongly agreed while 44% of them agreed but 10% of the respondents strongly disagreed and 8% of the remaining respondents disagreed to the motion.

In conclusion, most of the respondents affirmed that Inconsistence of parent health that sponsor the child has effect on student academic performance in school with the support of 40% percent of the respondents while 30% percent of them agreed but 20% percent of the respondents strongly disagreed and 10% percent of the remaining respondents  disagreed to the statement.

Discussion of the Result

From the table one above, parent occupation has a great significant impact on the student academic performance in school supported by the 52% percent of the respondents strongly agreed to the statement while 26% percent of them agreed but 14% percent of the respondents strongly disagreed and 8% percent of them strongly disagreed to the statement.

Parent financial status has influence on the student academic performance in their various course of study with the 54% percent of the respondents strongly agreed while 40% percent of the respondents agreed but 2% percent and 2% percent of the respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed to the statement respectively.

Socio – economic status of the parent reflect on the student academic performance with view of 60% percent of the respondents strongly agreed while 28% percent of them agreed but 8% percent and 4% percent of the strongly disagreed and disagreed to the motion.  

 
  From the above table, most of the respondents unanimously agreed that Parent level of education has impact on the student seriousness in school. in view of this assertion, 42% percent of the respondents strongly agreed to the statement while 38% percent of them agreed to the statement but 14% percent and 6% percent of the remaining respondents opposed the statement by picking strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively.

Aside from parent level of education, Parent education background influence the student academic performance 
From the analysis in table three above most of the respondents’ belief that health status of students has effect on the academic achievement of students. In view of this, 40% percent of the respondents strongly agreed that Student Health status has impact on the student academic achievement in school while 38% percent of them agreed but 16% percent and 6% percent of the remaining respondents strongly disagreed and disagreed to the statement respectively.   

More so, in-conducive learning environment influence the student health status toward their academic performance in school, in view of this, 38% of the respondents strongly agreed while 44% of them agreed but 10% of the respondents strongly disagreed and 8% of the remaining respondents disagreed to the motion.

In conclusion, most of the respondents affirmed that Inconsistence of parent health that sponsor the child has effect on student academic performance in school with the support of 40% percent of the respondents while 30% percent of them agreed but 20% percent of the respondents strongly disagreed and 10% percent of the remaining respondents  disagreed to the statement.
CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary

The study was designed to investigate the effect of Socio-Economic status of parent on academic Performance of student in Early Childhood Education in Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara State 
A detailed review of related literature was consulted and from the literature review, a conceptual frame work was developed while three hypotheses were formulated and statistically tested. Three research questions were raised and answered. A check list/questionnaire which had only one section was developed by the researcher and validated by experts in educational research department. The questionnaire/check list include three (3) question based on the socio-economic status of the parents and academic performance of the students using students 2015/2016 WAEC results.

The populations of the research consist of all the secondary schools under Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara  State where five (5) secondary schools were used as sample. The five (5) schools were selected through a simple random sampling technique. The target population was outgoing SSS III Economics students, where 20 students were selected from each school making a total of 100 students who all responded to the check list given to them.

In this study, it was found that Academic qualification of parent has significance effect on the academic performance of the students. The academic performance of the students is equally influenced by parent occupation. The parent annual income greatly and ultimately influences the academic performance/achievement of the students.

Conclusion

The findings from this study and the conceptual frame work have clearly show that socio-economic factors have a dominant impact on the school achievement of the adolescent.

The important of socio-economic has clearly been emphasized as crucial in the adolescent life. The relationship between the socio-economic factors and academic performance cannot be over emphasized. It creates an enabling environment, which goes a long way in influencing the outlook of the adolescent. An adolescent that has access to good food, health facilities, school books, and other materials is prone to display quick understanding and increase intelligence specially where there is strict supervision by both parents and teachers.

Generally, in Nigeria, the higher socio-economic families have educational facilities at home for their children to manipulate very early in life. They also send their children to kindergarten schools and buy the required text books. They encourage their children to study when they are back from school and persuade the underachieving ones to see the school counsellors, and this goes a long way to improve academic achievement of the adolescent children.

Recommendations

Base on the findings the following recommendations were made.

1. Parents that fall within the high socio-economic status should assist schools in the area of educational development by voluntarily providing learning materials to the less privilege children (adolescents) for the.

2. Education constitutes an important industry in developing countries like Nigeria as it provides the required manpower in the development process. Parents should therefore consider the adolescents education as a rewarding investment and make all the necessary provision for them to be properly trained to became good and productive citizen in the society.

3. Guidance and counselling services should be emphasized especially in government and public schools to aid adolescents with problem. Which usually emanate from emotional distress.

4. The emergence and wide spread of private schools across the nation has made it impossible for governments schools to function properly. This is because most of our teachers and the rich people in the country prefer the private schools to public school for their children while the less privilege has not option but to continue with the public school. In order to balance the wide gap, government should restructure all public schools across the country by ensuring that qualified teacher are recruited and well paid. Also basic amenities should be provided for the public schools to ensure that standard is maintained. School fees, tuition fees, and all other academic level should be made affordable to the parents.

5. There is no more free education and even the so called free education is not actually free, exorbitant money is paid as school fees and all sorts of levy/fees. Some students drop out of schools as result of inability to pay fees. Government should introduce free educations to help the less privilege.

6. Scholarships are reducing with a rapid rate. His scholarships that are meant for the less privilege are being channelled to the rich people because educations sectors Nigeria have been politicized. Schools have been turned to financial institution and business centres. Government and non-governmental organization (NGO) should encourage every citizen to educate by providing scholarship scheme to the less privilege. Doing scholarship with sincerity of purpose will enable the less privilege children benefits from such scheme.

7. The economic crisis in Nigeria suggest that greater percentage of the population in Nigeria are living below poverty line and for growth to be achieved in educational system especially in the public schools, Nigeria has to address the issue of poverty, bridge the gap  between the rich and the poor, this will not only spark off high academic growth but delisting Nigeria from her academic poverty trap.

8. Finally, the rise of educational standard to the zenith should be the primary goal of all. The government, political leaders and spiritual leader, parents, elders in the community should work in unity so as to restore the lost glory of education in this country.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN

DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE EDUCATION 

EFFECT OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF PARENT ON ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF STUDENT IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDCUATION IN ILORIN METROPOLIS, KWARA STATE.

Dear Respondents

The researcher is a student of the above mentioned institution. The questionnaire is to find out the causes of the student’s cheating behaviour in Government in senior secondary school certificate examination in Asa Local Government Area of Kwara State. 

Your sincere cooperation and objectives will be highly welcome.

Thanks for your cooperation.  

SECTION A

Personal Information

Direction: Kindly tick ( ) in the space provided, the option most appropriate to you.

i. Name of School: ………………………………………………

ii. Gender: Male (  ), Female (   )

iii. Types of School: Private (  ), Public (  ).

iv. Religion: Christianity (  ), Islam (  ), Others (  ).

v. Tribe: Hausa (  ), Yoruba (  ), Igbo (  ), Others (  ).

vi. Class: SS I (  ), SS II (  ), SS III (  ).
	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	Does Parental socio-economic status have significant effect on the academic achievement of students.

	1
	Parent occupation has any significant impact on the student performance in mathematic.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Parent financial status has influence on student academic performance 
	
	
	
	

	3
	Socio economic status of the parent reflect on the student performance in school 
	
	
	
	

	To what extent does Parental educational background has effect on students’ academic achievements.

	4
	Parent level of education has impact on the student seriousness in school 
	
	
	
	

	5
	Parent education background influence the student academic performance 
	
	
	
	

	6
	The parental care influence the students seriousness towards students achievement
	
	
	
	

	7
	The parent’s ideology or postulation as significant relationship towards the student’s achievement in school.  
	
	
	
	

	In what way does health status of students has effect on the academic achievement of students.

	8
	Student Health status has impact on the student academic achievement in school    
	
	
	
	

	9
	Conducive learning environment influence the student health status toward their academic performance in school.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Inconsistence of parent health has effect on student academic performance in school
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