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ABSTRACT
Illiteracy remains a significant barrier to inclusive political participation in many parts of the world. This project explores the relationship between illiteracy and political participation, focusing on how illiteracy affects individuals' ability to understand political processes, engage with political content, and participate in democratic institutions. Illiterate populations often face challenges in accessing reliable information, interpreting political messages, and completing essential tasks such as voter registration and ballot casting. As a result, their political voices are frequently underrepresented, leading to governance systems that may not fully reflect the needs of all citizens. The study also examines how socio-economic factors intersect with illiteracy to further marginalize affected groups. Through an analysis of global case studies and data, the project emphasizes the need for targeted educational initiatives, accessible political materials, and inclusive policies to bridge the gap and enhance democratic participation among illiterate populations.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1	Background to the Study
Illiteracy or an illiterate person according to Ralinema, (2015) is one who lives in a state of primary or remote consciousness, subliminal of his roles in society. He is a passive object of history submerged by the exigencies of his daily life. He is paralyzed by his sense of importance a phobia and he is enslaved ignorance of his capacity and potentialities as a human being. He is unable to comprehend the situation or environment, which envelops him, therefore is powerless to act for his freedom and liberation. He is a liability to the world around him in his mental under nourishment. In this consideration, literacy goes beyond mere reading and writing.
According to Bello, (2016), the connection between literacy and political engagement is predicated on the assumption that as individuals become more exposed to information about their environment, especially the public institutions and government, they will be more prepared to intervene to make such bodies more responsive to their needs.  There is the expectation also that as individuals are engaged in political decisions about the myriad aspects of their lives, an intimate connection emerges between literacy and democracy. Few people could deny that entering formal relations with state and other modern institutions today requires print communications.  Therefore, attention to literacy defined as individual access to reading and writing is an inescapable proposition. 
The connection between literacy and political outcomes, however, is more complex than it seems at first face.  The measurement of literacy, for instance, should not be limited to the skills of those who have just completed literacy programs because, if the presumed benefits of literacy are the ability to read complex material and express a variety of ideas in writing, then we are really interested not in initial literacy but in its development over time. And this invariably calls for access to and participation in formal schooling.  Second, literacy programs are quite diverse in content, intensity, duration, and objectives.  Some literacy programs, such as work literacy, focus on providing narrow skills suitable to particular job demands.  Other literacy programs, such as family literacy, center on mothers as key agents to promote the teaching of literacy to their children Bello, (2016)
Yet other literacy programs focus explicitly on the development of citizenship and autonomous attitudes in adult learners.  These programs are usually based on the consciousness-raising and dialogical approaches pioneered by Paulo Freire.  Third, it is well known that political development at the individual level calls for persistent social exchanges and the accumulation of relevant experience over time.  Consequently, it would be erroneous to measure the impact of literacy, or any other educational program, immediately following program participation. Fourth, what we mean by the political varies, depending on the conceptualization of citizenship we employ.  In many countries today there is a movement away from simple electoral politics to considering the capacity to participate in everyday engagement in community-level activities and decision making.  For many disadvantaged groups, this means not only gaining the pertinent information and having the desire to engage in political action, but also having the cultural and physical space to make political action real Ibrahim, (2019) 
Majid Rahneman, (2018) further explained this position by asserting that illiteracy or the illiterate situation does not necessarily change if one is taught to read and write. From the above assertion, it can be seen that political participation depends to a great extent on a literate and reasonable well-educated citizenry. This can be achieved by means of a system of general education “mass literacy or better still, political conscientization, an intelligent and in depended press freedom of association and discussion.” While well educated people are not necessarily political conscious. It is clear that democracy develops successfully only where there is a high degree of literacy. That is why there is high political participation in countries like England, France, U.S.A and Latin American countries where illiteracy is still wide spread.
Political participation requires factual and political education which will encourage independent and critical thinking about public question. It should produce the civic interest and awareness on the part of the citizenry upon which the success of democracy ultimately depends.
1.2	Statement of the Problem
In Nigeria in general and Kwara State in particular, political participation has change from the traditional African nature to the western liberal democratic type with the establishment of colonial state and introduction of western education as a tool for political participation because of illiteracy. The level of political participation of any nation, to a great extent, determine the sustainability of political democracy, while political participation depends on the people’s attitudes, political socialization, culture, religion etc. these variables in turn depend on the level of literacy of the people.
Since the inception of democratic rule in the country there has been low turnout during voting, low participation in partisan politics and general apathy among the populace especially in Ilorin south local government area of Kwar State and this has been attributed to illiteracy in the study area. The researcher intends to carry-out this research work, i.e the effect of illiteracy on political participation in Ilorin south local government area under the following.
1.     Political culture of the people and political participation.
2.     Political socialization of the people regarding political participation.
1.3	Objectives of the Study
The primary objectives of this study are to:
· Examine the relationship between illiteracy on political culture and political participation
· Determine the barriers to political participation faced by illiterate individuals
· Analyze the impact of illiteracy on various forms of political participation, such as voting, attending public meetings, and engaging in advocacy and activism.
1.4	Research Questions
The term research question has been defined in the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary to mean a sentence, phrase or word that asks for information.
In determining the effect of illiteracy on political participation in Ilorin south local government area, the following three questions have been formulated.
i.  Does socio-economic status significantly influence the political participation?
ii. Does illiteracy have significant influence on political socialization at the people and their political participation?
iii. Can education influence political participation of the people in Ilorin south local government area?
1.5	Research Hypotheses 
H₀1: There is no significant in social-economic status influence the political participation 
H₀2: There is no significant in illiteracy influence on political socialization at the people and their political participation
H₀3: There is no significant in education influence political participation of the people of Ilorin south LGA. 
1.6	Significance of the Study
The research work is taken, first and foremost, in partial fulfilment of the requirement for the award of the Nigerian certificate in education (NCE). Beside the above-mentioned significance, it also provides on opportunity for the researcher to venture in to some of possible remote cause of poor political participation in the study area with concentration on illiteracy. The study will also help in uprooting the consequences of illiteracy on the body politics of Ilorin south local government area. This study is also intended to prefer workable solution to the effect of illiteracy on political participation by way of recommendation base on findings. More so, this research will offer ample opportunities for further enquires and research work into the area by other researcher of similar interest.

1.7	Scope of the Study
A study of this magnitude would have been conducted on a national level due to the fact that all and sundry are involved. However, time and financial constraints, have limited it to Ilorin south local government area.
1.8	Definition of Terms.
This aspect of the research study gives explanation to some terms as they are used in the context of the research and their terms are: political participation, political culture, political socialization.
· Political Participation: Political participation is considered as those voluntary activities by which members of a society share in the selection of a ruler or rulers directly or indirectly in the formation of public policy. It takes the form of voting, campaigning, making contact, holding both public and party offices.
· Political Culture: Political culture here means the attitudes, sentiments, beliefs ideas and norms that guide the behavior of the people in the political systems. It embraces such things as the history of the political system adopted by people, reactions to election and methods of electing rulers.
· Political socialization: This refers to the process by which the citizens are educated on the values, attitudes and beliefs of the political system. Political culture is internalized and transmitted through political socialization. Political socialization help to make citizens understand their rules in the political system, raised their loyalty, pride, patriotism and nationalist feelings to the country. Apathy: this is absence of sympathy and indifference to wards political issues.
· Illiteracy: Is the inability to read and write, or the lack of basic literacy skills. It refers to individuals who do not have the ability to understand written text or produce written words, which limits their ability to fully participate in society, education, and the workforce. 









CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
This chapter reviews some related literature on effect of illiteracy on political participation in Ilorin South LGA Kwara State. This chapter shall focus on the following outline in reviewing the existing literature of authors.
· Concept of Illiteracy
· Illiteracy and Political Awareness
· The Role of Education in Enhancing Political Participation 
· Literacy as a Continuum of Skills
· Causes of Literacy 
· Benefit of Literacy 
· Appraisal of literature Review 
2.1	Concept of illiteracy
Illiteracy is the quality or condition of being unable to read or write. Illiteracy is a major problem throughout the world. According to Anne-Marie Trammell, (2013), "Worldwide, 880 million adults have been labelled as illiterate, and in the United States it is estimated that almost 90 million adults are functionally illiterate, that is to say that they do not have the minimal skills needed to function in society" (Encyclopedia of Distance Learning, 2009). In England, says a report from the National Literacy Trust, "Around 16 percent, or 5.2 million adults, can be described as 'functionally illiterate.' They would not pass an English GCSE and have literacy levels at or below those expected of an 11-year-old" ("Literacy: State of the Nation," 2014). 
The subculture of illiteracy is larger than anyone on the outside would ever believe. The National Assessment of Adult Literacy (NAAL) conducted a study of illiteracy among adults in the United States in 2003, the results of which were released in December 2005. NAAL found that 43 percent of the total population aged 16 and older, or some 93 million people, ranked at the below-basic or basic level in their reading skills. Fourteen percent of the adult population had below-basic skills in reading and understanding prose texts, a percentage that was unchanged from 1992 when the first NAAL report was released. The gap between the 43 percent at below-basic and basic prose literacy and the 57 percent at intermediate and proficient raises the question: How can those at lower levels compete in a world that demands increasing literacy skills? Not surprisingly, the NAAL study found that among adults with below-basic prose literacy, 51 percent were not in the labor force." (Kaplan, 2018)



2.2	Illiteracy and Political Awareness
In a democratic country, political literacy is a very important aspect in elections because the higher the political literacy of its citizens, the higher the quality of democracy implementation in the country. In general, political literacy is often associated with the level of public participation in elections. Although political literacy has a broad meaning, it requires citizens to know, understand and realize their position in the political and constitutional system, including national awareness, consequences between rights and obligations and individual responsibilities in the survival of the nation and state. Ridha & Riwanda (2020) said that political literacy is knowledge and understanding of political processes and political issues that allow people to actively and effectively perform their roles as citizens such as voluntarily participating in the election of leaders and being directly or indirectly involved in the general policy formulation process. Political literacy will create a politically literate society. The lack of political literacy in society will have an impact on how easily it is led by irresponsible opinions. For this reason, political literacy is an important thing to convey to the community. 
Sutisna, (2017), explained that the election not only produces a high level of participation, but also produces a quality of participation. To produce a quality election with quality participation, certain preconditions are needed, one of which is the performance of voters who are literate, intelligent and politically critical, so that their political preferences are rational choices. Rational voters (intelligent and critical) are described as voters who not only have electoral knowledge and awareness, but are also free from various forms of intimidation, have resistance to unhealthy transactional attacks or persuasions that violate rules such as money politics, and understand very well the importance of the votes they have and the political consequences of their choices in the future. While hypothetically, irrational voters or "politically blind" voters contribute to the implementation and results of elections that are not of good quality, elections that are coloured by transactional practices such as money politics and election mobilization that give birth to more elected candidates (legislative and executive elections) who are not integrity and far from competent. Irrational voters who are still far from the intelligent and critical categories are generally spread out in the beginner voter segment. This is supported by opinions Rosadi (2020), that novice voters are a new generation in voting who have different traits and characters, backgrounds, experiences and challenges from previous voters. So that with low political literacy, they will tend to be indifferent, apolitical, and easy to mobilize for certain interests.


2.3	The Role of Education in Enhancing Political Participation 
Education and political participation are intricately intertwined, playing pivotal roles in shaping democratic societies worldwide. Education serves as a cornerstone for fostering informed citizenship, empowering individuals with knowledge, skills, and critical thinking abilities essential for meaningful engagement in political processes. Lawal (2016). Suggest that equipping individuals with an understanding of governance structures, civic responsibilities, and policy issues, education enhances their capacity to make informed decisions and actively participate in electoral processes. At its core, education expands individuals' awareness of political rights and responsibilities from an early age through formal schooling and civic education initiatives. It cultivates a sense of political efficacy, instilling confidence in individuals' ability to influence political outcomes and contribute to community well-being. Furthermore, education promotes civic virtues such as tolerance, empathy, and respect for diverse viewpoints, fostering inclusive political discourse and collaborative problem-solving Christopher (2012). 
Moreover, education facilitates socioeconomic mobility, providing pathways for individuals from diverse backgrounds to access leadership roles in politics, government, and civil society. Through continuous learning and engagement in public affairs, educated individuals contribute to shaping public policies, advocating for social justice, and addressing systemic inequalities. (Osakwe, 2019). Education has a significant impact on political participation in various ways:
· Increased Awareness and Knowledge: Education significantly enhances political awareness and knowledge among individuals. This is because formal education, whether through schooling, higher education institutions, or adult learning, provides structured opportunities to learn about political systems, history, and current affairs. 
· Schooling and Basic Education: At the foundational level, schooling introduces young people to civics education, where they learn about the structure of government, the electoral process, and the rights and responsibilities of citizens. This early exposure lays the groundwork for understanding the importance of political participation later in life. In countries where civics education is robust, students tend to have a better grasp of political concepts and are more likely to engage in discussions about politics. 
· Higher Education and Specialized Knowledge: Higher education institutions play a crucial role in deepening political knowledge. Universities and colleges offer courses in political science, public policy, international relations, and related fields. These courses provide students with in depth knowledge about political ideologies, policy analysis, comparative politics, and the role of institutions in shaping political outcomes. As students progress through their education, they gain critical thinking skills that allow them to analyze political information and form informed opinions.
· Access to Information and Media Literacy: Education equips individuals with skills to access and critically evaluate political information. They can discern credible sources from misinformation or propaganda, making more informed decisions when casting their votes. Media literacy, a skill often fostered through education, helps voters navigate complex media landscapes during election campaigns.
Education serves as a catalyst for informed citizenship by equipping individuals with essential knowledge about political processes, rights, and responsibilities. This knowledge empowers citizens to engage meaningfully in electoral activities, community initiatives, and advocacy efforts, thereby enhancing the legitimacy and inclusivity of democratic decision making. Furthermore, education nurtures critical thinking skills and fosters a sense of civic duty and efficacy among individuals. Educated citizens are not only more likely to vote but also to participate in broader civic activities such as volunteering, activism, and policy advocacy. These activities contribute to social cohesion, address societal challenges, and promote equity and justice within communities. Moreover, education plays a crucial role in promoting intergenerational transmission of democratic values and civic engagement.
2.4	Literacy as a Continuum of Skills
Literacy is the ability to understand and evaluate meaning through reading and writing, listening and speaking, viewing and representing. Literacy skills need to continually expand and diversify because our rapidly changing social and economic environment requires competence in a range of new communication forms and media. Literacy competence is central to achievement in all areas of learning as students progress through the early, middle and later years of schooling and into the workforce and personal life. (NSW DEC, 2014).
Literacy, viewed as a continuum, is the ongoing development of reading, writing, and related skills throughout life, not a fixed endpoint. It involves a gradual progression of abilities, with each stage building upon the previous one, and expanding to encompass new forms of communication and media. This perspective recognizes that literacy is not just about basic skills but also about the ability to use these skills effectively in various contexts, including academic, professional, and personal settings. The Literacy Continuum identifies the literacy skills and understandings regarded as critical to literacy success. It maps how critical aspects develop through the years of schooling by describing key markers of expected student achievement. The continuum focuses on capturing the literacy connections that are critical to success, are applicable to all key learning areas and cannot be left to chance. OECD, (2013).
According to Street, (2014). Illiteracy has fallen from one in five people to almost non-existent over a century and a bit. But 'illiteracy' clearly isn’t a single on-or-off switch. It’s not just 'you can read and write or you can’t.' Literacy is a continuum of skills. Basic education now reaches virtually all Americans. But many among the poorest have the weakest skills in formal English."
2.5	Causes of illiteracy
Ezeokoli, (2019). Illiteracy in individuals stems from different, generally inter-related causes which, together, create a series of often insurmountable barriers for those concerned. 
For instance, for someone born into an underprivileged milieu to parents with little formal schooling, the likelihood of being illiterate or experiencing serious learning difficulties will be higher. This is known as intergenerational transmission of illiteracy. 




2.5.1	The following are the most frequent causes of illiteracy in adults:
· Parents with little schooling
· Lack of books at home and lack of stimulation as to the importance of reading;
· Doing badly at or dropping out of school—many have not completed high school;
· Difficult living conditions, including poverty;
· Learning disabilities, such as dyslexia, dysorthographia, etc. 
2.5.2	Literacy 
Literacy is fluid concept and since the world is has become a global village; more and more conceptions of literacy evolve. According to Ezeokoli (2019), literacy has been characterized as being country specific, technologically determined as well as being language specific. Some conceptions of literacy identified by Young (2021) are examined here.   
· New Literacy: The ability to solve genuine problems amidst a deluge of information and its transfer in the digital age.
· Digital Literacy: The ability to attain deeper understanding of content by using data analysis tools and accelerated learning processes enabled by technology. 
· Critical Literacy: The ability to look at the meaning and purpose of written texts, visual applications, and spoken words to question the attributes, values and beliefs behind them. The goal is development of critical thinking to discern meaning from array of multimedia, visual imagery and virtual environments, as well as written text.  
· Computer literacy: The ability to accurately and effectively use computer tools such as words processor, spread sheets, databases, and presentation and graphic software. 
· Computer Technology Literacy: The ability to manipulate the hardware that is the under structure of technology systems. 
· Information Literacy: The ability to access and use information, analyze content, work with ideas, synthesize thought, and communicate results. 
· Media Literacy: The ability to communicate in all media forms – print and electronic – as well as access, understand, analyze and evaluate the images, words, and sounds that comprise contemporary culture.  
This access is crucial to improve conditions for trust among citizens, media, and state, and to implement and sustain governance agenda. Media literacy is commonly defined as the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, and create media content. (Tornero, 2013). The media plays a crucial role in shaping a healthy democracy and ensuring good governance. According to Norris and Odugbemi, (2016) the media has three key roles that can have tremendous impact on good governance and accountability if effectively fulfilled. As watchdogs, the news media protect public interests by monitoring society’s powerful sectors to uncover corruption and misinformation. As agenda sellers, media raise awareness of social issues and specifically major global crises that call for action; and finally, as gate keepers, they write a plurality of perspectives and voices to debate issues of concern (Norris, & Odugbemi, 2019). 
Other conceptions of literacy include are basic literacy (which refers to the first step in the process of acquiring literacy- Obanya, 2019) and according to Ezeokoli (2019), permanent literacy (which denotes the acquisition of literacy skill consolidating basic literacy skills and resulting in further or life-long literacy) and functional literacy (which denotes literacy that is work oriented or relevant literacy). Literacy entails all the above including others like numeracy, graphicacy and financial literacy which are in one way or the other makes a complete literate individual in contemporary society. What it means to be a “literate” person in the 21st century is aptly summarized by Lev, (2014). 
Traditionally, we have selected teachers who were already literate and could pass their literacy along to our children. Now, however the very nature of literacy is regularly changing because of new information and communication technologies. Many teachers’ literate in older technologies quickly become illiterate as newer technologies of information and communication replace previous technologies. we must begin to develop strategies to help each of us keep up with the continually changing definitions of literacy that will exist in our world. 
2.6	Benefits of Literacy 
The following according to Educational Trust (2010) are the benefits of literacy:    
· Personal Benefits: Involves fulfilment of human rights, self-esteem empowerment, social wellbeing, leadership and critical spirit. All these will help to position the individual for effective participation in the society.  
· Political Benefits: ensure increased political participation, embracing of democratic values, good governance, conflict resolution, peace and reconciliation. These will promote in the individual the acquisition of sound political ideals that are required in every progressive society for good governance.   
· Cultural Benefits: literacy promotes cultural transformation, innovation, promotion and preservation of cultural diversity. For effective cultural transmission and perpetuation, literacy cannot be dispensed with. 
· Social Benefits: literacy contributes to maintenance of good health, increased family stability, improvements in education, gender equality, social cohesion, inclusion and empowerment.
· Economic Benefits: literacy promotes wealth creation, economic growth, increase individual income, sustainable development etc. (EFA Global Monitoring Report Literacy for Life, 2014). 
Literacy is crucial to the acquisition, by every child, youth and adult, of essential life skills that enable them to address the challenges they face in life, and represents an essential step in basic education, which is an indispensable means for effective participation in the societies and economies of the twenty first century (United Nations, 2016). There are new forms of literacies and media literacy should not be confused with information literacy. Carlsson cited in Martinsson (2019) explains that while information literacy focuses on technical skills to develop and distribute media, media literacy centers on citizen and cultural expression. Both literacies connect to issues of democracy and active citizenship and, therefore, should be merged to promote the role of citizenship and active participation more effectively. 
In their ‘watchdog’ role, the media can play an important role to promote transparency, accountability, and public scrutiny of decision-makers, by highlighting policy failures, maladministration by public officials, corruption in the judiciary, and scandals in the corporate sector (George, Donohue, and Tichenor, 2020). Investigative journalism can open the government’s secret records to external scrutiny and critical evaluation, and hold authorities answerable for their actions. The media also exposes manoeuvrings and abuses of fundamental human rights. It is also castigating elections rigging and other objective assessments of the process and results of elections and offer recommendations for improvement. The media also has a critical role to mediate between the state and citizens through the debates and discussions about the major issues of the day and informing people about the stand of their leaders on such issues. If the channels of communication reflect the cultural and social pluralism and diversity of the society, in a fair and balanced manner, then only various opinion and different voices can be heard in public debates for good governance. 
2.7	Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
Illiteracy is a pervasive issue that affects millions of people worldwide, with far-reaching consequences on individuals, communities and societies. One of the often-overlooked effects of illiteracy is its impact on political participation. The review aims to shed light on the complex relationship between illiteracy and political participation, highlighting the ways in which illiteracy can limit an individual’s ability to engage in the democratic process.



CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter consists of all procedures employed in the course of this study. This is done under the following sub-headings: -
· Research Design
· Population of the Study
· Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Research Instrument
· Validity of Instrument
· Reliability of Instrument
· Procedure for data collection and
· Data Analysis Techniques
3.1	Research Design
According to Awolola, (2014) describe research design as the plan or layout which assists in the investigation of identified problem. The research design used for this study is survey design. The research was designed in such a way that it captures the true situation on ground and also permits a clear interpretation of result and findings. A field survey was conducted by the researcher with the use of questionnaire as the tool for data collection. The researcher administered questionnaire to the respondents with the aim of eliciting information on “effect of illiteracy on political participation in Ilorin south local government area of Kwara State” which is the hub of the study.
3.2	Population of the Study
Population is the entire group of people, object or geographical area that serves as the target of the researcher. The population for this study covered all Ilorin South Local Government, Kwara State. 
3.3	Sample and Sampling Techniques
	For easy coverage and time at the researcher disposal, 10 locations were selected. The sample of the study is made up of ten (10) peoples from each area. Each people were given (10) ten questionnaires. At the end, one hundred (100) questionnaires were given to the geographical locations which include:
· Balogun Fulani ward I, Ilorin
· Balogun Fulani ward II, Ilorin
· Balogun Fulani ward III, Ilorin
· Balogun Fulani ward IV, Ilorin
· Oke Ogun, Ilorin
· Okaka ward I, Ilorin
·  Okaka ward II, Ilorin
· Akanbi ward I, Ilorin
· Akanbi ward II, Ilorin
· Akanbi ward III, Ilorin
3.4	Research Instrument
Research Instrument is the device used in collecting data. The research instrument used for this study was the structured questionnaire which is in two sections. Section A consisted of the respondent’s personal information such as ward, age, gender, etc. while Section B dealt with questions relating to effect of illiteracy on political participation in Ilorin south local government area of Kwara State”
3.5	Validity of the Instrument
	The validity of the instrument by Landu, Ibrahim and Opadokun, (2014) is said to be the appropriateness, meaningfulness and usefulness of the research instrument. Therefore, to ascertain the validity of the research instrument a copy of the questionnaire was given to the researcher’s supervisor for necessary corrections and approval. The corrected version was typed out and administered to the respondents.
3.6	Reliability of the Instrument
Reliability means the degree to which the instrument yields consistent scores/result when it is administered over a number of times. A study cannot be valid without being reliable. Reliability also means that the findings could consistently be the same if the study was done over again. The instrument was administered to some people outside the sample. The result of the pilot study was analyzed using Pearson product moment correlation (PPMC) for data collection. In organising data in research process, it entails adequate collection of necessary information that will make the researcher to analyze the data properly and correctly. 
3.7	Data Analysis Techniques
	The techniques adopted for the analysis and interpretation of data obtained is through percentage and t- test analysis.
















CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
This chapter focuses on presentation and analysis of data gathered from the respondents through questionnaire administered on them. In order to streamline the presentation and analysis of data, this chapter is discussed under the following sub-headings: Presentation of Demographic Information of Respondents, Answering Research Questions, and Discussion of Findings. 
4.1	Presentation of Demographic Information of Respondents
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents Based on Gender
	S/N
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	Male 
	56
	56.0%

	2
	Female
	44
	44.0%

	
	Total 
	100
	100.0%


Source: Research survey (2025) 
	Table 1 indicate that 56 (56.0%) of the total respondents were male, while 44 (44.0%) of the total respondents were female. That is, there were more male participants.




Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by Age Range
	S/N
	Age Range 
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	 Under 30 years 
	37
	37.0%

	2
	31 – 40 years 
	45
	45.0%

	3
	41 years and above
	18
	18.0%

	
	Total 
	100
	100.0%


Source: Research survey (2025) 
In Table 2, 37 (37.0%) of the respondents were in the age range of under 30 years. 45 (45.0%) of the respondents were in the age range between 31 and 40 years. Moreover, the table shows that 18 (18.0%) of the respondents were 41 years and above. Therefore, majority of the respondents were in the age range of 31 and 40 years. It shown that they have large population.
Research Question 1: Does socio-economic status significantly influence the political participation?
Table 3: The socio-economic status significantly influence the political participation		
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA
(4)
	A
(3)
	D
(2)
	SD
	Total
	
Mean

	A
	Does socio-economic status significantly influence the political participation?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Those with higher socioeconomic status may feel more compelled to participate in politics because they have more at stake in political outcome.
	16
(64)
	34
(102)
	31
(62)
	19
(19)
	100
(247)
	2.3
(2.3)

	2
	People in higher occupational positions often have more opportunities to engage in politics.
	21
(84)
	19
(57)
	31
(62)
	29
(29)
	100
232
	2.4
(2.5)

	3
	Socioeconomic status can affect their level of political participation.
	32
(128)
	20
(60)
	22
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.72
(2.72)

	4
	People with higher socioeconomic status tend to feel more politically efficacious.
	17
(68)
	34
(102)
	31
(62)
	19
(19)
	100
(247)
	2.62
(2.62)

	5
	Parental socioeconomic status can influence political participation.
	21 (84)
	20
(60)
	23
(46)
	36
(36)
	100
(226)
	2.3
(2.3)

	
	Average mean ∑X2/N
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Source: Field Survey, (2025)
Table 3 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.3. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that two of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.72, and 2.6) agreed to the statements, while 3 items had mean score that disagreed to the statements (2.4, 2.3, 2.3). Therefore, this implies that socio-economic status significantly influences the political participation. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.5, which is greater than 2.50.
Research Question 2: Does illiteracy have significant influence on political socialization at the people and their political participation?
Table 4: Illiteracy have significant influence on political socialization at the people and their political participation.
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items 
	SA
(4)
	A
(3)
	D
(2)
	SD
	Total
	x
Mean

	
B
	Does illiteracy have significant influence on political socialization at the people and their political participation?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Illiterate individuals are less likely to participate in voting and other forms of political activity.
	25
(100)
	18
(60)
	27
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.62
(2.62)

	2
	Illiterate can lead to lack of understanding of the political process.
	25 (100)
	25
(75)
	23
(46)
	27
(27)
	100
(273)
	2.7
(2.7)

	3
	Illiterate individuals may only reply heavily on others for information on political process.
	21 (112)
	20
(87)
	23
(52)
	36
(16)
	100
(267)
	2.4
(2.4)

	4
	Illiterate individuals are limited to civic engagement.
	26
(104)
	28
(84)
	26
(52)
	20
(20)
	100
(260)
	2.6
(2.6)

	5
	Illiterate can lead to apathy and indifference towards political issues.
	24
(96)
	19
(57)
	24
(48)
	33
(33)
	100
(234)
	2.3
(2.3)

	
	Average mean ∑X2/N
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Source: Research survey (2025)
Table 4 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.7 and lowest mean of 2.3. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that three of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.62, 2.7, and 2.6) agreed to the statements, while two items had mean scores that disagreed to the statements (2.4, 2.3). Therefore, this implies that illiteracy have significant influence on political socialization at the people and their political participation. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.50, which is greater than 2.50.
Research Question 3: Can education influence political participation of the people in Ilorin south local government area?
Table 5: Education influence political participation of the people in Ilorin south local government area.
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA
4
	A
3
	D
2
	SD
1
	
Mean 

	A
	Can education influence political participation of the people in Ilorin south local government area?
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Education provides individual with a better understanding of political processes.
	23
(92)
	19
(57)
	25
(50)
	33
(33)
	2.32

	2
	Education fosters critical thinking, analysis, and evaluation skills, allowing individuals to assess political information.
	21
(84)
	19
(57)
	31
(31)
	29
(29)
	2.01

	3
	Education promotes civic engagement, encouraging individuals to participate in political activities. 
	33
(132)
	27
(81)
	18
(36)
	22
(22)
	2.72

	4
	Education empowers individuals to express their opinions, challenge authority, and demand accountability from their leaders.
	21
(84)
	17
(51)
	24
(48)
	38
(38)
	2.21

	5
	Education promotes civic engagement, encouraging individuals to participate in political activities.
	34
(136)
	15
(45)
	26
(52)
	25
(25)
	2.58

	
	Average Mean
	
	
	
	
	2.4


Source: Research survey (2025) 
Table 5 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.01. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that two of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.72, and 2.58) agreed to the statements, while three item had mean score that disagreed to the statements (2.32, 2.01, 2.21). Therefore, this implies that education influence political participation of the people in Ilorin south local government area. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.40, which is less than 2.50.

Testing of Hypothesis
 Data Analysis and Presentation
Hypothesis One: There is no significant in social-economic status influence the political participation?
Table 1: T-test Analysis of Association Between social-economic status influence the political participation.
	Variables
	N
	


	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	Social-Economic Status  
	100


100
	2.5


2.7
	0.58

0.64

	98
	2.63
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	Political Participation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


L.S = 0.05
From the analysis of table 1 above, the t-calculated value of 2.63 is greater than the critical value of 1.98 at 0.05 levels of significance and 98 degree of freedom. Based on this, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means there is a significant relationship in social-economic status influence the political participation.


Hypothesis Two: There is no significant in illiteracy influence on political socialization at the people and their political participation? 
	Variables
	N
	
	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	
 Political Socialization
	100


100
	1.98


2.0
	0.40


0.41
	98
	2.77
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	  Political Participation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


 Table 2: T-test and Analysis of Association between illiteracy influence on political socialization at the people and their political participation.

L.S = 0.05	
From the analysis of table 2 above, the t-calculated value is 2.77 which t-critical value is 1.98. Since the t-calculated value is greater than the t-calculated value is greater than the t-critical value, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means that there is a significant in illiteracy influence on political socialization at the people and their political participation.
4.2	Discussion of Findings
This study was carried out in order to investigate the effect of illiteracy on political participation in Kwara State (A case Study Ilorin South Local Government Area). Some of the major findings are discussed below: 
From the analysis of the data gathered from the hypothesis one the result revealed that there is a significant relationship in social-economic status influence on political participation, this is in support to the opinion of    Omojuwa, (2017) which posits that illiteracy can lead to economic disparities, as citizens are unable to fully participate in economic discussions and decision-making processes.
The analysis of the data gathered from the hypothesis two revealed that, that there is a significant in illiteracy influence on political socialization at the people and their political participation in Ilorin south local government Area of Kwara State. This result is in support to the opinion of Olayinka (2019) observes that illiteracy limits people understanding of politics, making it difficult for them to develop informed opinions and participate in meaningful discussion. 








CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1	Summary of Findings
Illiteracy level alone cannot explain low levels of political participation, but promoting education will go a long way in encouraging their political awareness and activity. In addition, voter education targeted at those with little or no schooling is developed by many organizations to ensure an independent, fair and secret voting. A wide range of programs, approaches and methods exist; what is most important is to find and implement those that have most chance of success in a particular social, political and cultural context. A general first step for all countries, however, is the provision of education for all.
The findings of this research indicate that, majority of respondents based on age are between age range of thirty-one to Forth (31 – 40) which constituted the highest percentage. Moreover, majority of the respondents based on gender groups, are male.
However, research findings shown that majority of respondents illiteracy are in place to hinders youth participation. Consequently, the research findings shows that, majority of the respondents indicate political elites are the instigators of electoral related vices. Going by the analysis, majority of respondents indicated that literacy will improve youth turn out during the Nigerian democracy.
5.2	Conclusion
Illiteracy significant hinder political participation by limiting individuals’ ability to access, understand, and engage with political information and processes. Illiterate citizens often face challenges in interpreting voting materials, understanding political platforms, and participating in informed debates or discussions. Consequently, more of the youth participated in the last general election due to their leaders and money given political elites, political elits are mostly found the instigators of electoral related vices in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State. It is therefore, necessary for all stakeholders in the Nigerian democracy to appropriate specific role to the youth. They need to be guided and sport in the initiatives and interest in public and political causes. This is necessary to sustain the democratic culture while educating and empowering the manifest needed leadership attribute that would prepare them for a better society in
future. 



5.3	Recommendations
Every research has a recommendation therefore; the researchers have the following recommendations:
1. Promote Adult Literacy Programs: Governments and NGOs should invest in adult education, especially in marginalized communities, to improve reading, writing, and comprehension skills—empowering individuals to engage with political content.
1. Use Accessible Communication Channels: Political messages and civic education should be communicated through oral, visual, and digital media (e.g., radio, TV, infographics, social media videos) to reach illiterate populations.
1. Simplify Voting Procedures: Electoral bodies should use clear symbols, pictorial ballots, and multilingual instructions to make voting more accessible for those with limited literacy.
1. Strengthen Civic Education: Incorporate civic education into school curricula and community outreach programs, focusing on rights, responsibilities, and democratic participation.
1. Train Local Leaders and Volunteers: Empower community leaders and peer educators to spread political awareness in local languages and dialects through workshops, forums, and discussions.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
POLITICAL SCIENCE/SOCIAL STUDIES EDUCATION

Dear Respondent, 
	I am from Kwara State College Education, Ilorin. a final year student currently writing on a research project on “effect of illiteracy on political participation in Ilorin south local government area of Kwara State”. 
This work is purely for academic purpose while any information volunteered by you will be treated with utmost confidentiality. 
	Thanks

Yours Sincerely

Khalid Lukman Oluwadamilare

Section A: personal Information
	Please fill in by ticking (  ) on the appropriate place the items that best suits your response. 
Gender:	Male (  )	Female(  )
Age Range:	under 30 Years (  )	  30-40 Years (  ) 	41-50 Years (  )	    51 Years and Above (  )
Ward: 										
Section B:
Please read and indicate the extend to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:
Key:
Strongly Agree –  	SA
Agree – 		A
Disagree – 		D 
Strongly Disagree – SD 
Each respondent is expected to tick (  ) the most appropriate in his/her opinion.

	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	A
	Does socio-economic status significantly influence the political participation?
	
	
	
	

	1
	Those with higher socioeconomic status may feel more compelled to participate in politics because they have more at stake in political outcome.
	
	
	
	

	2
	People in higher occupational positions often have more opportunities to engage in politics.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Socioeconomic status can affect their level of political participation.
	
	
	
	

	4
	People with higher socioeconomic status tend to feel more politically efficacious.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Parental socioeconomic status can influence political participation.
	
	
	
	

	B
	Does illiteracy have significant influence on political socialization at the people and their political participation?
	
	
	
	

	1
	Illiterate individuals are less likely to participate in voting and other forms of political activity.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Illiterate can lead to lack of understanding of the political process.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Illiterate individuals may only reply heavily on others for information on political process.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Illiterate individuals are limited to civic engagement.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Illiterate can lead to apathy and indifference towards political issues.
	
	
	
	

	C
	Can education influence political participation of the people in Ilorin south local government area?
	
	
	
	

	1
	Education provides individual with a better understanding of political processes.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Education fosters critical thinking, analysis, and evaluation skills, allowing individuals to assess political information.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Education promotes civic engagement, encouraging individuals to participate in political activities. 
	
	
	
	

	4
	Education empowers individuals to express their opinions, challenge authority, and demand accountability from their leaders.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Education promotes civic engagement, encouraging individuals to participate in political activities.
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