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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the political violence and democratic stability in Nigeria. The paper is written against the backdrop that, periodic elections are fundamental to the principles of democracy. Thus, political violence has been a major road-block to democratic stability in Nigeria. The paper argues that the Nigerian democratic project has been under perpetual threat since 1999 when the country returned to democratic governance. However, the excitement and euphoria that greeted the country’s return to democracy in 1999 has drastically waned creating fear in the polity. The methodology adopted focuses on the secondary data and insights were drawn extensively from the conflict theorists. The paper revealed that the realization of democratic objective or stability depends solely on free, fair and credible elections. The paper therefore recommends among others, that politicians should not use ethnicity and religion to galvanize support and polarize the populace through politics of religious deception and ethnic chauvinism which have stirred up sentiments and sparked communal violence perennially in Nigeria. Fundamentally too, the federal and state governments should publicly condemn discrimination on the basis of ‘indigene’ or ‘non-indigene’ status and accord all Nigerians full citizenship status and make them eligible to enjoy all political and ultimately dissuade inclinations for political violence.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background to the Study

It is apposite to state that political violence is the hallmarks of weakly institutionalize politics. The starkest manifestation of such violence is armed conflict in the form of civil war. Though elections which are supposed to be a significant pillar in the democratic process of a country with the twin principles of political participation and accountability is precisely in the greatest and most notable violations of the occurrence of this principles. Everyone wants to win, and nobody wants to lose. It is obvious that for any political critic to say anything considered ‘negative’ about any political office holder, he should be ready to bear the risk of being molested. In the words of Alanamu (2005), the history of violence in Nigeria politics dates back to colonial era. From the 1950s, elections in Nigeria approximated a war wage to determine “who get what, when and how” (Oyediran 2007). All weapons were available for those combatants to use which include religion, ethnic sentiments, outright bribery, the power of incumbency, corruption, the abuse of electoral processes etc. Indeed, evidence before us proves that electoral behavior in Nigeria has never been guided by ideology, party programmes or the merit of those standing to be elected, but by a political calculus based on ethnic geopolitics, the means to assume power by all costs, either singly or by a small power bloc around a big power bloc for the purpose of fighting the war so as to win, rule and rule and then share the anticipated booty. In the 1960s too, there were no parties that were not regionally bias: The Northern people’s Congress (NPC), Action Group (AG) and National Council of Nigeria Citizens (NCNC) were based in the North, West and East respectively. After independence, the first major national election by the political parties degenerated into conflict (Ogundiya, 1999). More importantly, the crisis within the AG which spread to other areas of the Western region and the whole country, affected in no small way the election (1964) in its conception, execution and outcome (Oyediran, 1997). For example, the Nigerian National Alliance (NNA) brought the NPC and the Akintola-led Nigerian National Democratic Party (NNDP) and other minor political parties together under one umbrella. Alibi, (2004) observes that, the electoral officers were terrorized into absconding from their offices once they receive the nomination papers of governing party candidates with no opportunity of registering their nomination papers. So fragrantly was the electoral procedure abused that at the close of nominations some 88 out of the total of 174 NPC Candidates in the North had their candidature unopposed. In the West, about 30 percent of the NNPC were supposed to have been unopposed. 
However, it is important to state that the annulment of that election by Ibrahim Babangida, the then Military Head of State, recorded serious opposition to his regime. This was a bad signal for democracy in the country (Ali, 2006). The 1998/99 general elections lacked bitterness, boycotts, thuggery and other malpractices usually associated with electoral process in the country (Nnadozie, 2007). However, electoral violence was also a major issue of concern throughout the 2007 election process. While some states enjoyed nearer (EU Report 2007 in Alfa & Otaida, 2012).

 The announcement of the results of 2011 presidential election sparked up violent demonstrations in some Northern states of the country. Following the declaration of President Goodluck Jonathan as the winner of the election, people believed to be supporters of opposition Congress for Progress Change (CPC), burst into violent uprising unleashing terror, destroying properties worth millions of naira. The house of the Vice President, Namadi Sambo was looted and raised and palaces of prominent traditional rulers in the North were attacked. A number of members of National Youth Service Corps were killed in mayhem in Bauchi, Gombe among others. (EU, Report, 2011 in Alfa & Otaida, 2012)). The most dreaded insurgency of the fourth Republic has come to be that of the Boko Haram (Dearn, 2011 in Alfa & Otaida, 2012). Dearn (2011) in Alfa & Otaida (2012) further noted, “Boko Haram was a little understood as, dangerous but parochial Islamic sect believed to be in decline after a purge by Nigeria security forces in 2009. Now, with 2 years drawing to a close, it is clear that Boko Haram remains little understood and has evolved into Nigerian’s most serious security threat, one which shows no sign of abating in spite of the repeated government line that it is solving the problem”. Boko Haram has carried out horrendous attacks on various targets including the Police Headquarters, the UN building, etc. It has also carried out horrifying attacks targeted at places of worship in northern states of Borno, Kano, Plateau, Gombe, Kaduna, Taraba, Sokoto and the FCT (Saidu, & Suka, 2012 in Alfa & Otaida, 2012). Lately, the Boko Haram has spread its targets to include media houses and telecommunication facilities for allegedly being sympathetic with the government. On the whole, our contention so far is that electoral violence is an unpalatable phenomenon for democratic stability in Nigeria.

Statement of the Problems

Electoral violence is one of the “political monsters” that had always reduced Nigeria’s democratic experiment to undemocratic status. Despite significant improvements in 2011 and 2015 general elections, Nigeria has never satisfied the minimum conditions required for a democratic election. No election in Nigeria has ever been free, fair, credible and devoid of fraud, intimidation and violence. 

In Nigeria, political contestants usually sees elections deadly serious business which contestants must win at all cost with every imaginable strategies regardless of the potential consequences. In other words, politics in Nigeria is perceived as a zero-sum game. The political players had consistently refused to play the game according to rules, largely as a result of what Duru (2002) calls “spoils of the office”. To a large extent, there is a growing debate among political analyst as to whether Nigeria is operating democratic system or a mere civil rule.

Conflict has high direct and indirect cost. In fact, violent conflict seems to be the pathway to poverty and a major challenge to the development of most countries embroiled in conflicts in Africa. In Nigeria, various violent conflicts the country has experienced are taking a heavy toll on the country‘s development. Adeyemo, (2006 cited in Saheed, 2012) submits that the insecurity of lives and properties which tends to prevent foreign economic relations to jumpstart the economy is one of the major implications of persistent conflicts in the land. In the same vein, Saheed, (2012) noted that victims of ethno-religious conflicts while taking refuge in refugees camp are cut off from optimal engagement in economic activities. In that condition, they cannot make meaningful contributions to the development of the country. The able-bodies wasted in senseless ethno-religious and other types of crises in the country can no longer contribute to the socio-political and economic development of Nigeria. 

Objective of the Study

There has been a grievance by Nigerians from all walks of life towards the effect of political violence on Nigerian Democracy; hence the purpose of this research is to survey the causes of political violence on Nigeria democracy. The specific purposes are to:

· Find out, whether the inadequate provision of security causes the political violence and thuggery in Nigeria democratic system of government.    

· Identify the perceived causes of political violence in Nigeria democracy

· Examine whether the attitude of electorate towards contestants  make them resort to political violence in Nigeria 

· Find out may be political violence has any implication on the Nigeria democracy.

· Find out whether political violence hindered the socio-economic and political development in Nigeria.

Research Questions

i. Does the inadequate provision of security causes the political violence and thuggery in Nigeria democratic system of government.    

ii. To what extent the attitude of electorate towards contestants influence them resort to political violence in Nigeria?

iii. Does the political violence have any implication on the Nigeria democracy?

iv. Does the political violence hinder the socio-economic and political development in Nigeria?

Research Hypothesis 

H01: There is no significant correlation between inadequate provisions of security causes the political violence and thuggery in Nigeria democracy.

H02: There is significant relationship between the attitudes of electorate towards contestant’s influence them resort to political violence in Nigeria.

H03: there is cordial relationship between political violence towards hindering the socio-economic and political development in Nigeria.

Significant of the Study

This study is aimed at providing the stakeholders in the political sector; such as government, political parties, aspirants, contestant, electorates, INEC and parents, information on how to educate the electorate on the implication on the political violence towards the Nigeria democracy.

       It will also serve as a reference paper to those who plan to carry out further research on related topics.

        It will also serve as a guideline or helping tools to the policy makers; such as the ministry of justice, NGOs and other national and multinational bodies who intend to come up with policies that will improve the political system in Nigeria.

Scope of the Study

This study is carried out in order to know whether there is significant relationship between the political violence and the Nigeria democracy most especially of post 2011 election. In view of this, the scope of the study is restricted due to time and cost limitation. However, the study limited only to Nigeria. It is the believe of the researcher that findings and the recommendation of this project work will be very useful in appraising the democratic system of government in Nigerian. 

Operational Definition of Terms

Effect: a change state occurring as a direct result of action somebody or something else.

	


Political: concerning with party politics, relating to politics, especially party politics. Concerning with government that relating to civil administration or government.

Violence: physical force, the use of physical force to injure somebody or damage something (threat of violence) 

Democracy: free and equal representation of people. The free and equal right of every person to participate in a system of government, often practiced by electing representatives of the people by the majority of the people.

Evaluate: examine and judge something. To consider something in order to judge its value, quality, importance, extent or condition.

Election: event at which people vote. An organized event at which somebody is chosen by vote for something especially a public office.

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

Introduction 

The review of literature in this chapter would reveal what is known and what to be investigated. So, this chapter provides an understanding and important framework, for this chapter, the existing literature that reflects the views of various scholars and authors are examined and their contribution to the issue under discussion highlighted. This chapter will encompass discussion on effect of political violence on Nigeria Democracy as an evaluation of the post 2011 election and the conceptual framework. The following sub content will be discourse.

i. Conceptualizing Democracy

ii. Conceptualizing Political Violence

iii. Brief History of Political Violence in Nigeria
iv. Effects of Electoral Violence on Democratic Stability in Nigeria 

v. Causes of Political Violence

vi. Effects of Political Thuggery on Democratic Sustainability 

Conceptualizing Democracy

Democracy as an ideology can be viewed as a kind of philosophical phenomenon of the system of government that sets a high premium on the essential right of the people, law and order, right of representation and many more deserving conditions. Sartori (1987:34), contend that, democracy is applicable when the relationships between the governed and government are cordial by the principles of good service delivery to the people and not the people at the service to the nation. For Sithole (1994) democracy is a system of government where the power to control and authority in a state is assigned to those people elected to represent the entire society through an electoral process within an approved tenure ship. (p.153) Government is based on the consent of the governed. In democratic society, people are sovereign, that is, they are the highest form of political authority. Political power is authorised by majority of people to the leaders of government, this power is not a permanent position, and it is only a regime of tenure ship.
Politics is a game of majority therefore no any policy or laws will be enacted without the endorsement of majority parliamentary members. On the other hand the rights of minority’s members in the house are protected at all level. For Gilley and Platter the people are free to criticize their elected leaders and representatives, and to observe how they conduct the business of government. Elected representatives at the national and local levels are expected to listen to the people and respond to their needs and suggestions (Gilley, 2009; Plattner, 2010).

Additionally, in any democratic dispensation, the governed has right to be involved concerning policies affecting their lives, to make an observation or reservation from the side of leaders elect, and to contribute their own opinions and political interests. Conducting elections is one of the important aspects of democracy which is vested to all members of the society. Voting is just a way of electing leaders from respectful political parties where the citizens has a constitutional right to chose candidate, to either participate in rallies and campaign, elections have been expressed by various scholars as a critical test of the government’s commitment to democratic system, (Levitsky & Way, 2010; Ogundiya, 2010). 

Conceptualizing Political Violence

Violence is defined as "the illegitimate and unauthorized use of force to effect decisions against the will or desires of other people in the society"(Wolf, 1969). According to Gurr (1970), political violence refers to all collective attacks within a political community against the political regime, its actors including competing political groups as well as incumbents or its policies. From the foregoing, one can observe that there is a correlative relationship between the two concepts. As a matter of fact, they are complementary. The end-product of political violence is thuggery. Violence is the means through which thugs achieve their aims.

Political violence is a form of violent relations and crisis of interests, goals and ambitions between individuals, groups, and political structures in the process of attaining power and keeping it. The Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution, quoted in Nweke (2006: 40-41) wrote that “political conflicts emanates from power struggles, within the political class and often involve the manipulation of the people, who are inevitably less informed about the essence of the political struggles”. Political violence in Nigeria is of different forms. Some are carried-out through physical force while others are both structural and systemic.  

The political violence carried-out using physical force include ballot snatching, rigging, kidnapping, killing of political opponents as well as the unleashing of excessive force on the electorate. Ballot snatching and rigging were witnessed in an extra-ordinary way during the 2003 and the 2007 elections. At that time, the electorates in many pooling boots watched helplessly as an army of political thugs descended in many pooling boots across the country to snatch the ballot box and other sensitive and non sensitive election materials, which they used to move their candidates into the seat of power.  
Brief History of Political Violence in Nigeria
Political violence has been part of human history, present in the history of all humanity for ages. It is an endemic feature of most of the developing world political systems. Particularly in developing countries, like Nigeria, where politics has become an essential feature of the people means of achieving economic wealth (Tamuno, 1972). It was Nigeria’s pride that she achieved her independence with minimum disturbances; but, it is rather unfortunate that after independence Nigeria has been gravitating in a spiral of political violence. This problem deteriorated in the elections conducted immediately after independence in the 1960s. In the Western Region, political violence, popularly referred to as “operation wet e”, were recorded from 1964 to 1965 following both federal and regional elections as well as rift between Awolowo and Akintola. There were also political violence in parts of Northern Region, especially between supporters of the Northern People’s Congress (NPC) and supporters of other parties, mainly the Northern Elements Progressive Union (NEPU) and Action Group. Furthermore the national election conducted in 1983 witnessed massive post-election violence following the declared landslide victory of the National Party of Nigeria (NPN) in Oyo and Ondo states considered to be stronghold of the Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN). Several persons lost their lives and large scale destruction of property was recorded (Alemika 2011). This trend of violent activities which begins since 1960s lead to current democratic experiment which started in May 1999, with tremendous degrees of power struggle and violence killings. Available statistics show that over 10,000 lives were lost to violent clashes between 1999 to June 2002 (Adeleke, 2012).

More so, the Nigerian Red Cross, was involved in the resettlement of over 250,000 individuals and 32,000 families as a result of various acts of political violence in the country in 2001 alone (Olukorede, 2002).

For instance the first case of political violence, in Nigeria came after independence during the military coup of January 5, 1966, where a group of Nigerian young Army officers-Majors and Captains-seized power, assassinating the then Prime Minister, Tafawa Balewa and Premiers Ahmadu Bello and Ladoke Akintola, of the Northern and Western Regions, respectively (Diamond, 1995). This military coup brought about political violence which led to Nigerian Civil War 1966-1970. When Nigeria successful return to democratic rule on the 29th of May 2009, the first significant civilian coup occurred in Nigeria on 10th July, 2003, when the former Governor of Anambra State Chris Ngige, was abducted in a grand plot to unseat him. This plot was executed by the late Assistant Inspector General of Police, Mr. Raphael Ige, who later claimed he acted on an “order from the above” though the principal actors to such act remain unknown till today (Adeleke, 2012). Political activities in Nigeria, since the inception of the current democratic exercise in 1999 till the present-day, have witnessed tremendous degrees of power struggle and political violence whereby the number of politically motivated murders is said to be equal to the number of people killed during the Nigerian Civil War in 1967 to 1970 (Olawale, 2003). The trend of political violence in 2003 and 2007 partly explain the post-election political violence in April 2011.Over twenty prominent Nigerians were killed as a result of political violence in what is called “Trial of Blood”. The killings also involved religious, ethnics and communal conflicts, which may come in the name of religion, ethnic or communal and his continued till date.  
It can also be refers to the use of threat or physical act carried out by an individual or individuals within a political system against another individual or individuals and/or property with the intention to cause injury or death to persons and/or damage or destruction to property and whose objective, choice of target or victims, surrounding circumstances, implementation and effects have political significance, that is tend to modify the behaviour of others in the existing arrangement of power structure that has some consequences for the political system”. (Anifowose, 1984:4) Political violence therefore takes place in the process of power struggle aimed at certain very players in the political system.
Effects of Electoral Violence on Democratic Stability in Nigeria 

Electoral violence has caused a lot of harm to the democratic stability in Nigeria. An uncontrolled electoral violence has the potentials of truncating democratic stability in a country. More so, given the nature of our politics, electoral violence is a luxury can ill afford. A consequence to this is sabotaging the will of the electorate at the elections. It may lead to a situation where leaders that emerge, are elected by the minority because the majority that has fears for their lives will not go near the electoral process. (Amaka, 2005). More so, large scale electoral violence has adverse effect on democratic stability because it negates the essential purpose of elections as a popular basis for government, for instance; a government which by electoral violence sustains itself in power against the wishes of the majority of the electorate lacks the legitimacy or the moral authority that popular mandate bestows (Ezeani, 2005). The Nigerian Politics for example has always been characterized by violent conflicts even in the colonial period were state repression was a certainty. The women’s riots of 1929, the Egbo uprising of 1931, the general strike of 1945, the Enugu Colliery Strike of 1949 and the Kano Riots o 1953 are cases of violent in Colonial Nigeria (Anifowose, 1982). In the early years of independence the prospects of violence reared its head in the Western Region and the Middle Belt. The violence that ensued ultimately led to the collapse of the first Republic (Anifowose, 1982). 
The intervention of the military in politics in 1966 also generated more violence in the scale that was unprecedented. Not only were political assassinations the order of the day but the pogrom against easterners in the North and the civil war in which over 2 million Nigerians lost their lives showed the depression of the political elite for power and the extent they could go to maintain it. Electoral violence has created room for the emergence of incompetent persons who occupy vital electoral positions made possible by some political demagogues. The fact that such people are mediocre, they cannot deliver the dividends as expected by the masses. It also important to note that due to political violence, some of the best brains in political and economic management are not in governance as a result of victimization, while others are even brutally eliminated as was the case of Chief Bola Ige. 
Causes of Political Violence

 
In Nigeria We may not be able to exhaustively enumerate all the causes of political violence as they are somehow complex. They include; the mass poverty of the people caused by the socio-economic crisis of under-development. Averages Nigerian can easily be bought over with a few Nairas’ which can lead him to perform any odd task. Election rigging equally contributes to electoral violence in our country. Experience has shown that rigging has been a single most important cause that pervades free and fair election and this has been responsible for grave consequences for democratic stability in Nigeria. More so, electoral maladministration is also one of the causes of electoral violence in Nigeria. The insincerity of the electoral officers seem to over shadow the inadequate control mechanisms and poor logistics which all enhance manipulations through electoral fraud. Political intolerance and the tendency to see election as a do or die affair also contribute to electoral violence at the detriment of democratic stability. In Nigeria, but only of recent as demonstrated by His Excellency, Ebele Goodluck Azikiwe Jonathan, hardly do election losers accept (even in those elections that are seen as transparent) the verdict of the ballot box. Our politicians should learn lesson from the developed nations where losers of election embrace and congratulate those who defeat them in elections. Personal bitterness and existing rivalry between two contenders can eventually degenerate into serious political violence in Nigeria. 
Effects of Political Thuggery on Democratic Sustainability 
The effects of thuggery on sustainable democracy are detrimental to national development in which the results show that thuggery created fear among the candidates, hindrance of the electorates, killing innocent people, violation of human rights, destruction of properties and insecurity during and after the election. 

Firstly, the killing of innocent people is the foremost evil of thuggery in Nigerian politics. Abubakar (2015) believed that thugs attacked innocent people, as they hardly lay hands onto their target; they attempted to attack everybody they come across. This trend is affecting democratic and social activities negatively, especially in the Third World Countries, where democracy not allowed to be played in accordance with its guiding principles. Democracy when it is allowed, according to its norms, will facilitate stability and good governance. For instance, it was revealed that kalare activities still exist in Gombe state in spite the fact that Governor Dankwambo announced the demise of the phenomenon during his inaugural speech on 29th May 2011. It was gathered that during the local government elections in 2013, Governor Dankwambo was heard speaking to Yan kalare in Hausa language that “bakin da ya haneku, shi ke muku umurni yau”. This means, “The one, who told you to surrender your weapons, is the one telling you to take them” (Abubakar, 2015). 

Secondly, creating fear among candidates and hindrance of electorates are also the possible consequences of political thuggery in Nigerian politics which affect democratic sustainability. Politicians and other related elites are actively involved in sponsoring thugs for their selfish benefits. No political party can deny the fact that they hired, recruited and sponsored thugs during elections. The set-up of thugs is not limited to candidates of different party affiliations but also involved ordinary electorates who go to sundry polling units to vote for their desired candidates. For example, Abubakar (2015) argues that Post-election Violence of the 2011 General Elections was flared up by the opposition thugs who were unhappy with the election result in almost Northern states in the country. Thugs burnt valuable materials including vehicles, houses, and offices of officials of PDP in different states. Similarly, innocent individuals lost their lives and valuable properties during and after the 2011 General Elections. Therefore, thuggery affects democratic sustainability negatively through quashing its core values specifically free and fair elections in Nigeria politics by creating fear among candidates and hindrance of the electorate during and after elections.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research Design
In the course of carrying out this research work primary and secondary sources of data were used. Secondary data includes the use of journals, textbooks, prints media etc.

The basic methodology was survey research method, whereby secondary data was administered on some selected Nigerians like the Electoral officials and the Residing Electoral commissioner [REC] in Ilorin West and Ilorin East areas of Kwara state.

This study was designed to investigate the link between the era of political violence on Nigeria democracy from the military to the present democratic rule in Nigeria as we also examine some of the negative effect of the political violence on democratic process in Nigeria today. Effective interview was conducted, whereby the introductions of card readers were used to eliminate the issue of political violence and election rigging in the 2015 elections.

Population 

Since the study deals with a historical review of political violence that took place from the military and democratic regime in Nigeria, Nigerians form the population of the study.

Sample Size

For the purpose of this study, the population of Ilorin metropolis, kwara state survey population but due to the time factor and financial lapses Ilorin West was focus. Taken as the simple size for the study.

The sample size of this research would be 50 personnel. The set of Nigerians selected for the interview administration are from basic INEC officials in the polling zones of Ilorin. The sample is a representative of all Nigerians. 

Sampling Technique

In most cases, the researcher may not be able to reach all conceivable members of the population going by the name and pattern of distribution of the elements of population. 

Hence, the researcher in this vein selects a sample from the survey population to enable his study more feasible. For the purpose of this research, simple percentage is used. For this technique, Nigerians are given equal chance or opportunity of being selected.

Research Instrument

The instrument adopted is questionnaire titled effect of political violence on Nigeria democracy, an evaluate of post 2019 Nigeria General Election.  Questionnaire contain two section i.e. A and B. section A consist of respondent personal data such as sex, age range, educational qualification and marital status.


Section B consists of questions items systematically structured to measure the effect of political violence on Nigeria democracy, an evaluate of 2011 post general election.  The respondents are to tick Strongly Agree, Agree, or Disagree and Strongly Disagree.

Validity of Instrument

According to Adewumi (2008) a measuring instrument is valid when it measure truly and accurately what it is supposed to measure.


Ali (2003) said validity refers to the degree to which a test measure what purport to measures


After the preparation of the instrument, the researcher gave it to experts and finally submitted to supervisor. The instrument was subjected to thorough examination before it was used.

Reliability of the Instrument

Osuala (2007) affirmed that a measuring instrument is said to be reliable if it measures consistently under varying condition and at different time a person’s performance or trait. A person’s performance or trait should be the same or similar if the measuring is taken at different times

Reliability is the degree to which an instrument yields consistent scores when it is administered several times.

Administration of the Instrument

The administration of the questionnaire was done by the researcher himself through personal contact with the respondents. The researcher went to administer the instrument. The instrument was immediately collected for analysis.

Data Analysis

The research work is based on the use of descriptive statistical method in analyzing the data collected. The tools of analysis employed are chi-square percentages, tables. Summary table was used in the analysis to allow a great deal of quantitative information to be presented in a simple way.

CHAPTER FOUR

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

This chapter is concerned with the presentation of the result of the data obtained on the effect of political violence and Democracy in Nigeria an evaluate of post 2023 election. 

The first part contains the analysis of the result obtain data of the respondents while the second gives the summary of the result.

Presentation of the Results

Research Question One: Does the inadequate provision of security causes the political violence and thug gory in Nigeria democratic system of government 
Table One: Summary analysis on the response of the respondent on inadequate provision of security causes the political violence in Nigeria.
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	SA
	 %
	 A
	 %
	SD
	 %
	D
	 %

	  1
	The inadequate provision  of security influence political violence during the general election   
	17
	34%
	31
	62%
	0
	0%
	2
	4%

	  2
	Inadequate ammunition to security personal inculcate political aspirant or gladiate to involve into political violence during the election    
	13
	26%
	33
	66%
	0
	0%
	4
	8%

	 3
	Political influence on the security personal dilapidated security agencies during the election   
	14
	28%
	26
	52%
	3
	6%
	7
	14%

	 4
	Poor services conditions for security agencies by the political leaders influences the security a agency by reluctant in their duty.  
	21
	42%
	13
	26%
	9
	18%
	7
	14%


Source; Field Survey 2025  

There were general concerns about the 2015 general election there were rising tension between north and south as well deeply divided country along religious and ethnic lines. There were how over fears of the possibility of localized conflicts snowballing in to a nationwide crisis especially amidst an already freckled security and deeply tensed security environment (WANEP, 2014)

From the above the discussion inadequate provision of security has been effect to the democratic system of government in Nigeria most especially be for the advent 2015 general election which resulted to political violence’s and thug greyhens during the general election testify by the 96% of the respondent while the remain respondent dissident the statement.

More so, the inadequate into political huggers and violence during general election supported by the 92% of the respondent while 8% of than disputed the statement

Stecnis 2209 this shows that democracy in Nigeria is misdeed by the people in power at various levels of government without considering the social milieu which determiners social coexistence to reach peaceful stable and harmonious political communities hence democracy is associated with negative valves more especially in Nigeria where social vices including corruption conflict for resource control ethnic religious violence armed robbery and kidnapping are engineered by known and unknown people to achieve selfish interest.

From the above postulation 80% of the respondent are unanimously agree that political influence cripple the power of agencies during the election exercise 

Meanwhile the poor service condition of the security agencies though the political loader influence the security agencies to reluctant and exercise and discharge their duties during the general election exercise diligently proclaim by the 66% of the respondent while 34% of the remain respondent oppose statement.

Research Question 2: To what extent the attitude of electorate towards contestants influence them resort to political violence in Nigeria 
Table 2: Summary analysis on the responses of the respondent the attitude of electorate towards political violence in Nigeria.

	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	 %
	  A
	 %
	SD
	  %
	  D
	%

	5
	The attitude and impression of the electorate towards the political aspirant influence the gladiator to engage in political violence during election  
	19
	38
	17
	34
	5
	10
	9
	18

	6
	Vote buying during the general exercise influence the political a spiting invoice in to violence    
	25
	50
	61
	32
	2
	4
	7
	14

	7
	Manipulation of result by the election officer crack both electorate and contestant to engage in political violence during the post general election exercise  
	25
	50
	16
	32
	9
	18
	0
	0

	8
	The punishment prescribed for electoral malpractices influence the electorate to be mutant to engage in any electoral malpractices    
	20
	40
	14
	38
	10
	20
	6
	12


Source: Field Survey 2025
Over twenty prominent Nigerians were killed as a result of political violence in what is called trial of blood the killing also involved religious ethnics and communal conflicts which may come in the name of religion ethnic of communal and his continued till date.

It can also be fifers to the use of threat of physical act carried out by an individual of individuals with a political system against another individual or individuals and or property with the intention to cause injury or death to persons and lord image or destruction to property and whose objective choice of target or victims surrounding circumstances, implementation and effects have political significance that is tend to modify the behavior of others in the existing arrangement of power structure that has some consequences for the political system (Anifwoso 1984:4) political violence therefore takes place in the knockers of power struggle lamed at certain very players in the political system.

From the discussion so far the attitude and impression of electorate trigger the political aspirant  to involve in political violence doming the general election desired tested by the 72% of the respondent why 28% of them disputed the statement.

In addition most of the respondent unanimously agreed that the attitude of the electorate towards there fraise influence political gladiators to in vote in vote buying doming general election exercise why 16% of the respondent disputed the statement 

The manipulation of the result by the electoral officer influence the aspirant and electorate to engage into political violence during the general election propose by the 82% of the respondent while 18% disaffirm the statement the punishment assigning for the election malpractices are so flexible which influence the political gladiator to involve political violence and exam malpractices with the support of 68% of the respondent while 32% of them disagree the statements

Research Question 3: Does the political violence have any implication on the Nigeria democracy

Table 3: summary analysis of the responses of the respondent on the implication of the political violence e on the Nigeria democracy.

	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	SA
	%
	A
	%
	SD
	%
	D
	%

	9
	The political violence during general election exercise place the left and properties to the great risk and loose 
	30
	60%
	17
	34%
	2
	4%
	1
	2%

	10
	Political violence during general election hindered the integrity of Nigeria as a nation in international system
	14
	28%
	27
	54%
	4
	8%
	5
	10%

	11
	Political violence during the general election inculcate both electorate and aspirant to involve in corruption   
	17
	34%
	23
	46%
	4
	8%
	6
	12%

	12
	Political violence during the general election affect the socio political and economic stability in the state  
	23
	46%
	19
	38%
	3
	6%
	5
	10%


    Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the analysis above, political violence affect the life and properties of the people in the state presided by the 94% of the respondents while 6% of the respondents against the statement. The political violence during the general election exercise hindered the integrity of Nigeria in the global arena proclaimed by the 82% of the respondents while 18% of them against the statement.

Meanwhile political violence during the general election influence the electorate and aspirant to engage into the heart of corruption presided by 80% of the respondents while 20% of them opposed the statement. Aside the implication of the electorate violence in both electorate and the aspirant is also as the significant effect on the socio – polytypical and economic in the state both the local and international level are find by the 84% of the respondents emphasized that violence in general election provide in negative impact on both living and non living things while 16% of the respondents disputed to the statement respectively.

Research question 4: Does political violence hindered the socio – economic and political development in Nigeria.

Table 4: Analysis on the responses of the respondents on political violence towards the socio – economic and political violence in Nigeria.

	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	SA
	%
	A
	%
	SD
	%
	D
	%

	13
	Political violence during the general election result to lost of life and property
	30
	60%
	15
	30%
	2
	4%
	2
	4%

	14
	Political violence during the general election create unrest and peaceful mind to the masses 
	25
	50%
	20
	40%
	1
	2%
	4
	8%

	15
	Political violence during the general election exercise affect international trade ranging from currency exchange rate to other international activities 
	22
	44%
	20
	40%
	0
	0
	8
	16%

	16
	Political violence influence distraction to the government which intimidate political development such as infrastructural development in Nigeria community 
	16
	32%
	21
	42%
	6
	12%
	7
	14%


Sources: Field Survey, 2025
    From the above postulation most of the respondents are unanimously agreed that political violence during the general election resort the lost of lives and destruction of properties while 8% of them opposed the statement respectively.

Aside from the lust of lives and properties emanated from political violence during the general election, it also creates unrest and unpeaceful mind t the people in the society. Affirmed by the 90% of the respondents while the 10% of the remaining respondents disputed the statement.

Meanwhile, the high rate of lost of live and property affect international arena ranging from currency devaluation to order domestic activities in the global world 84% of the respondents confirmed the statement.
Discussion of the Result

We may not be able to exhaustively enumerate all the causes of political violence as they are somehow complex. They include; the mass poverty of the people caused by the socio-economic crisis of under-development. Averages Nigerian can easily be bought over with a few Nairas’ which can lead him to perform any odd task.

Election rigging equally contributes to electoral violence in our country. Experience has shown that rigging has been a single most important cause that pervades free and fair election and this has been responsible for grave consequences for democratic stability in Nigeria. More so, electoral maladministration is also one of the causes of electoral violence in Nigeria. The insincerity of the electoral officers seem to over shadow the inadequate control mechanisms and poor logistics which all enhance manipulations through electoral fraud. Political intolerance and the tendency to see election as a do or die affair also contribute to electoral violence at the detriment of democratic stability. In Nigeria, but only of recent as demonstrated by His Excellency, Ebele Goodluck Azikiwe Jonathan, hardly do election losers

accept (even in those elections that are seen as transparent) the verdict of the ballot box. Our politicians should learn lesson from the developed nations where losers of election embrace and congratulate those who defeat them in elections. Personal bitterness and existing rivalry between two contenders can eventually degenerate into serious political violence in Nigeria.

Electoral violence has caused a lot of harm to the democratic stability in Nigeria. An uncontrolled electoral violence has the potentials of truncating democratic stability in a country.

More so, given the nature of our politics, electoral violence is a luxury can ill afford. A consequence to this is sabotaging the will of the electorate at the elections. It may lead to a situation where leaders that emerge, are elected by the minority because the majority that has fears for their lives will not go near the electoral process. (Amaka, 2005). More so, large scale electoral violence has adverse effect on democratic stability because it negates the essential purpose of elections as a popular basis for government, for instance; a government which by electoral violence sustains itself in power against the wishes of the majority of the electorate

lacks the legitimacy or the moral authority that popular mandate bestows (Ezeani, 2005). Electoral violence has created room for the emergence of incompetent persons who occupy vital electoral positions made possible by some political demagogues. The fact that such people are mediocre, they cannot deliver the dividends as expected by the masses.

It also important to note that due to political violence, some of the best brains in political and economic management are not in governance as a result of victimization, while others are even brutally eliminated as was the case of Chief Bola Ige.                    

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary 

Based on the data and findings of this study it is established that  2019,2023 elections witnessed election violence in Lagos State. Although, 2015 election was considered being free, fair and transparent, the outcome was not totally free of violence. Violence was witnessed during registration, campaign, the day of election and after release of results in some wards and local government areas. 

The two main political parties of (APC) and (PDP) witnessed intra and inter party violence. The aggrieved party supporters often vented their anger through protests initially, but in most cases it degenerated into the fracas between supporters of opposing parties. Considering these two elections (2019 and 2023), it seems that elections in Lagos State are periods in which the stability and security of the State hangs in the balance, due to the threat of election violence. 

The process toward attainment of free, fair, credible and transparent elections as a system of consolidating democracy and good governance in Nigeria and in Lagos State specifically is characterized by violence in all the succeeding elections. Without getting full grips on the causes of this violence, it would be very difficult if not impossible to provide appropriate solutions to the negative tendencies that seem to have negative effects on the smooth conduct of elections and the democratic peace in Lagos State. 

The factors that were responsible for election violence in Lagos State were discovered. First and foremost, electoral violence in Lagos State is linked with poverty. Situations where the economic hardship becomes too unbearable, the propensity for violence increases and the teeming number of unemployed youth becomes a tool for electoral violence. Electoral officers and adjunct staff must be well trained and motivated.

 The security sector must be educated on ethics of electoral process and the public should be told the consequences of violating the electoral laws. In addition, there must be periodic review of electoral laws to reflect current practices. If good governance disallows electoral violence, virtue such as accountability, social justice, transparency, rule of law, gender equality and due process must guide governance and leadership in the state. Electoral reforms must include other things as electoral education. There must be some level of education for the citizenry to know who is a registered and considered as an eligible voter under the laws of the land. When these measures are well instigated, integrated and adhered to, Lagos State will be free from electoral violence.
Conclusions 
Generally, the effects of the political thuggery basically included creating fear amongst candidates, hindering electorates, killing innocent people, violating human rights, destruction of valuable properties, insecurity during and after elections and poor political culture in Nigerian politics. It is observed that thuggery is being politically and socially motivated affecting different people in different areas. As a result, government and private properties were burnt, valuable properties of different political parties and different individuals were destroyed and burnt. Innocent individuals affected with different degrees of injuries ranging from wounds to loss of lives and valuable properties have all been destroyed on the streets, in their shops, and at homes. 

Finally, activities of thugs have fuelled insecurity that negatively affects sustainable democracy. It is characterized by killing, kidnapping, street, attacks, house break-ins, shoplifting, frightening and threatening innocent individuals by losing their lives and valuable properties that invariably exacerbated violence in Nigerian politics especially during campaigns, rallies, and election-related activities for which electorates and candidates of different party affiliations have been scared and frightened.

Recommendations 

From the discussions demonstrated in the work, it is apparent that the Nigeria state is beset by the cankerworm of political violence which to all intents and purposes retards democratic consolidation. It has brought disenchantment and disillusionment in the entire polity and the democratic project. As a matter of fact, the realities that spelt doom for the past republics are still endemic and prevalent in Nigeria. Poverty, unemployment, hunger, corruption, politically motivated killings, abductions, religious bigotry to mention a few are still conspicuous in Nigeria’s political firmament. 

The paper however makes the following recommendations to obliterate or at least reduce political violence to the beeriest minimum. 

i. The first and foremost, is that a pragmatic and proactive effort must be made by those in positions of authority to reduce poverty. With this, people would not be pawns in the hands of politicians in orchestrating political violence. 

ii. Youth employment should be vigorously embarked upon and objectively implemented without prejudice to give the vast majority of Nigerian youths the opportunity to be gainfully engaged in productive ventures. Political parties should be made to play politics according to the rules of the game. 

iii. There should be internally democratic and refrain from politics of desperation which oscillate the polity and swing it to the precipice of violence. 
iv. There should be an electoral reform that will criminalize electoral offences and stipulates the punishment. 

v. The Nigerian government needs to engage in a comprehensive reform programme and involve key leaders in the military and police in order to implement any strategic reform programme to curb election violence

vi. To crown it all, we suggest that the recommendations contained in the Uwais Electoral Reform Report are necessary and sufficient enough to improve the quality of our elections and therefore should be implemented having gone through historical, analytical, causes and impact of electoral violence in Nigeria, we have argued in this paper that electoral violence has posed a serious danger to the democratic stability in the country. To ensure a formidable and enviable democratic stability, we must eschew any real or imagined ingredients of electoral violence
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APPENDIX
Political Science Department,

School of Arts and Social Sciences, 

Kwara State College of Education, 

Ilorin.

EFFECT OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE AND NIGERIA DEMOCRACY, AN EVALUATE OF POST 2023 ELECTION

Dear Respondent;

I will like you to assist in filling the following questionnaire as regard the above topic. The topic being a research topic is undertake to find out it relevance to our society and also to contribute to the field of knowledge. I wish to inform you that all the information as regards your opinion will be treated with utmost confidentiality.

Accept my assurances. 

Your’s Faithfully,

QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK AS APPROPRIATE (√)

SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

NAME OF SCHOOL: ……………………………………………………

SEX: MALE ( ), FEMALE ( ) 

AGE RANGE: 30 – 35 ( ), 36 – 40 ( ), 41 – 45 ( ), 46 – 50 ( ), 51 ABOVE ( )

WORKING EXPERIENCE: 0 - 5 YEARS (  ), 6 - 10 YEARS (  ), 10 –ABOVE ( ).

MARITAL STATUS: SINGLE ( ) MARRIAGE ( ) DIVORCE ( ) SEPARATED ( )

SECTION B 

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO TICK THE ANSWER THAT CORRESPONDS WITH THE FOLLOWING KEY:

STRONGLY AGREE -
SA - (√)

AGREED – A - (√)

STRONGLY DISAGREE – SD - (√)

DISAGREED – D - (√)
	S/N
	               STATEMENTS
	SA 
	A
	SD
	D

	1. 
	The inadequate provision of security influence political violence during the general election  
	
	
	
	

	2. 
	Inadequate ammunition to security personal inculcate political aspirant or gladiator to involve into political violence during the election
	
	
	
	

	3. 
	Political influence on the securityty personal dilapidated security agencies during the election
	
	
	
	

	4. 
	Poor service condition for security agencies by the Political leaders influences the security agency to reluctant in their duty.   
	
	
	
	

	5. 
	The attitude and impression of the electorate towards the political aspirant influence the gladiator to engage in political violence during election 
	
	
	
	

	6. 
	Vote buying during the general exercise influence the political aspirant involve into violence
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	Manipulation of result by the electoral officer crack both electorate and contestant to engage in political violence during and post general election exercise 
	
	
	
	

	8. 
	The punishment prescribed for electoral malpractices influence the electorate to be reluctant to engage in any electoral malpractices 
	
	
	
	

	9. 
	The political violence during general election exercise place the life and properties to the great risk and loose   
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	Political violence during general election hindered the integrity of Nigeria as a nation in international arena  
	
	
	
	

	11. 
	Political violence during the general election inculcate both electorate and aspirant to involve in corruption  
	
	
	
	

	12. 
	Political violence during the general election affect the socio political and economic stability 
	
	
	
	

	13. 
	Political violence during the general election result to lust of life and prosperities 
	
	
	
	

	14. 
	Political violence during the election create unrest and peaceful mind to the masses.
	
	
	
	

	15. 
	Political violence during the general election exercise affect international trade ranging from currency exchange rate to other international activities 
	
	
	
	

	16. 
	Political violence influence distraction to the government which intimidate political development such as infrastructural development in Nigeria community 
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