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ABSTRACT
	The study investigated the influence of Literature-in-English on students’ performance in English Language, with secondary schools in Ilorin west LGA, kwara state. The population of the study comprised English Language teachers, while the sample size of the study was One hundred and twenty (120) respondents selected through a simple random sampling technique. A self-designed research instrument by the researcher titled, “Influence of Literature-in-English on students’ performance in English Language, with secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA”, fashioned on four Likert rating scale: Strongly Agreed (SA), Agreed (A), Disagreed (D) and Strongly Disagreed (SD). Data was analyzed using descriptive statistics (simple percentages frequency counts mean and standard deviation). Based on the findings of the study conclusion were made that Literature plays a veritable role in the learning of English language. Students were able to develop literary competence through exposure to different literary texts and encounter different genres of Literature, which helps in the development of good English competence. The researcher therefore recommended, among others, that Literature-in-English should be fused as part of the English Language curriculum and Senior Secondary Certificate Examination and students should be encouraged to read novels right away from Junior Secondary School classes, to boost their interest in literature, which can improve their performance in English language as well as other subjects.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
The politics which characterized the search for a national language favours the adoption of English Language over several indigenous languages, thus, it become a national language in Nigeria. Today in Nigeria, English language is the medium of instruction in schools, medium for government administration, mass media, commerce, law and politics. Apart from being a core subject in the school curriculum, the Federal Republic of Nigeria National Policy on Education (2013) that all school instructions from upper primary (4-6) to tertiary level will be carried out in English language. Of all the subjects which senior secondary school students and candidates take in West African Senior School Certificate Examination (WASSCE), English has remained a core subject both in junior and senior secondary classes. It is a subject which candidates must pass if their overall success in the examination is to have any value. Considering different universities department requirements, a candidate who has 'A' grade pass in all subjects he/she offered in WASSCE but, fails English language cannot gain admission into any university. A pass at credit level is an essential requirement for admission into any higher institution of learning irrespective of the course of study (JAMB 2021/2022 Brochure).
For a long period of time, the governments, the University, the general public and the West African Examination Council have been expressing disappointment at the annual poor performance of candidates especially in English Language. According to Onukaogu (2023) over 40% of students that fail comprehension and summary sections score less than 10% because their inability to understand a passage makes it difficult for them to summarize it. This is an indication that most of the students are not exposed to the written word. They were not only well prepared, but have a very limited vocabulary and lacked the necessary techniques of answering comprehension questions. Also as a result of poor exposure to extensive reading, many students perform badly in vocabulary test. Reading is the bedrock of formal education and so, no one can neglect it and still find learning in a formal situation easy. In agreement with this view, Wilkins (1999) in Ogugua (2016) states that it is only through massive exposure to language that vocabulary meaning could be acquired and this acquisition, he believes, can probably be achieved only through reading.
Similarly, Chukwuma and Otagburugu (2017) also observe that the more one reads a material extensively; one becomes more proficient in the language. Being proficient in English language assumes that one could confidently and correctly manipulate the grammatical structures, use words adequately in speech and writing and above all, one's communication in English becomes more effective. For students at the senior secondary level, exposure to literary works through the study of Literature in English language will enhance their proficiency in the English language. Creating a clearer picture of the role of literature in effective communication and information, Ossisonwa (2017) maintain that a creative prose writer has a number of tolls at his disposal which include the use of lexical items, syntactic patterning, and semantic instruments, when properly formed in the mind of the readers, make them acquire proficiency both in oral and written speech.
Literature is vital for the all-round development of an individual. Williams (2020) asserts that "literature keeps us in touch with the ideas of great minds in our age and in previous ages. It assists people to know of past events, though some are mere fictions" Literature explains certain myths or phenomenon which ordinarily would not have an explanation. Rodrigo (2020) adds that literature provides authentic language as it promotes the communicative competence of individuals. Readers see language in use, understand it in context and are able to use it thereby increasing their active vocabulary.
To Lye (2018), literature captures the complexities of the human situation, illustrating (dramatically and completely) the grounds and the meaning of values, and the nuances of our experience. Through literature, one is able to imaginatively inhabit the lives, the experiences and the meaning of other people's lives and experiences. Via varying degrees of exposure to literature, one understands better the meaning of life and life experiences and then makes positive resolve. The importance of literature to the overall development and transformation is pivotal.
Literature provides entertainment and education. By being exposed to a large variety of literary work, readers learn the right attitude; how to make judgment and how to draw conclusions from situations which they find themselves at every moment. Literature is incorporated into every language learning programme as each of them reinforces the mastery of the other. In line with this, Thread (2018) states that the specific purpose for the study of literature in a second language is that it promotes language competence, creates awareness and understanding of contents, issues, cultures and develops creative and critical thinking skills.
English language as a second and foreign language has different skills and different cultural habits. It is only in literature in English that learners of English come in meaningful contact with the language in its real form. Little wonder why Ani (2017) identified literature as the manifestation of language in action; or as creative writing meant for use in developing reading interests, skills, enriching and extending cultural horizons of individual learners. Stressing the relevance of literature in language learning, Akwanya (2016), states that it is through literary work that we see dialogue or even the language of conversation as well as the one governed by rhythm, rhyme and measure. The study of literature in English enhances the mastery of the language. In view of this, Azikiwe (2017) also states that "to learn a language is to develop skills, to learn the literature in that language is to understand it." In learning English language, the students are taught different aspects of the language but in literature in English students see the language in use.
However, when a learner is competent in a language he/she reads and comprehends texts written in that language. Also to understand or comprehend easily entails having enough vocabulary of that language. Literature exposes the students to varieties of texts with words used in different contexts. Azikiwe (2017) speaking along this view said that literature provides the learner with the widest variety of syntax, the richest variation of vocabulary discrimination and language employed at its most effective, subtle and suggestive form. The language learner through literature develops ability to read independently, fluency and ability to read different literary texts that enables him express ideas and views effectively in conversation, comprehend written text and summarize it in his own words.
The effective teaching and learning skills of language: as listening, speaking, reading and writing together with the various sub-skills which are all important in language learning and Literature-in-English are also emphasized. This will make the impact of teaching and learning the English language immensely felt. These sub-skills include: comprehension, vocabulary development, recognition, perception, oral reading, spelling, pronunciation, enunciation, visual and audio-visual perception and so on. The fact that intensifying the teaching and learning of Literature-in-English among the secondary school students could enhance their performance in the English language is an undisputable fact because the components of literature-in-English can impact the learner's competence in English. This reality, serves as a rationale and motivation for carrying the study by the researcher on influence of literature-in-English on students’ performance in English Language.
Statement of the Problem
English language remains a core subject in Nigeria educational curriculum and serves as the official language of communication, instruction and national integration. A critical of English studies at the secondary school level is Litearture in English which contributes significantly to language proficiency, critical thinking, vocabulary development and cultural awareness (Adebayo, 2018). However, there is increasing concern over the declining performance of students in English language in many secondary schools within Ilorin and this has raised questions about the role literature plays in this trend.
Despite the recognize value of literature in enhancing comprehension, grammar and oral skills, students in Ilorin west often perceive literary texts abstract, difficult or irrelevant to their real-life experiences. For example many school in the area teach text like “the incorruptible judge” or “faceless” without adequate contextual analysis, leaving student disengaged and confused (Ogunleye, 2017). This problem lack access to sufficient literary materials, and teachers are sometimes ill-equipped to deliver engaging and interactive literature lessons (Ajayi, 2018).
Moreover, there is a pedagogical gap, as some English language teacher in Ilorin west treat literature as a separate or optional subject rather than integrating it as a tool for enhancing linguistics performance. For instance, in a survey conducted across five public schools in the area, it was found that only two schools regularly used drama and poetry to support students language development (Yusuf & Salihu, 2021). This disconnection may be contributing to students weak performance in national examination like WAEC and NECO where literature-related comprehension passages and vocabulary usage are often tested.
It was against this backdrop that this study investigates the influence of Literature in English on students' performance in English Language in Ilorin Metropolis area, Kwara State.


Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of the study is on the influence of Literature in English on students' performance in English Language, a case study of selected secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. Specifically, the study is set to:
i. emphasise the need for integrating Literature in English and English Language.
ii. assess the relevance of the teaching of Literature in English on academic performance in English Language.
iii. assess the effect of different genres of Literature in English on English Language.
iv. observe the promotion 3of intensive and extensive reading skills through Literature in English.
v. evaluate the relationship between the teaching of Literature in English and communicative competence in the English language.
Research Questions
In order to achieve the foregoing, the researcher will provide answers to the following questions:
i. Does the study of literature in English influence the performance of students in English language?
ii. Is there the need for the integration of Literature in English and English Language curriculum?
iii. Are there effects of the genres of literature in English on English language competence?
iv. Does the understanding of literature in English bring about promotion of intensive and extensive skills?
Significance of the Study
This study is significant because;
The findings will be beneficial to students, teachers and the government. Firstly, the findings of the study will enable students to appreciate the need for reading literary texts, which offer a rich source of linguistic input and can help learners to practice the four skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing, in addition to exemplifying grammatical structures and presenting new vocabularies. Also, teachers, would see the need to teach literature in English effectively for better academic performance of students in English language. Moreover, curriculum planners and developers will have a concrete fact on the need to integrate literature in English and English language based on the results of the study.
Lastly, the study will be of a good source to future researchers. This will be made accessible to public through Open Educational Resource (OER).
Scope and Delimitation of the Study
Scope and limitation is the boundary set for the study. Therefore, the scope of the research is on the students in secondary school in Ilorin West LGA of Kwara state. The researcher is limiting the scope to cover the areas of Literature-in-English as a method used to enhance the learning of English Language in our secondary schools.
Operational Definition of Terms
The following are defined operationally for better understanding of the reader.
· Influence: is the power to affect, control or manipulate something or someone; the ability to change the development of fluctuating things such as conduct, thoughts or decisions (Oxford Advanced Learner Dictionary, 2017).
· Literature: Piece of writing that are value as piece of art especially novels, plays and poem (in contracts to the technical books and newspaper magazines e.t.c) (Oxford Advanced Learner Dictionary, 2017)
· English Language: The language originally of England now spoke in many countries and use as language of International Communication across the world (Owoeye, 2023).
· Academic:  is used to describe things that relate to the work done in schools, colleges, and universities, especially work involves studying and reasoning rather than practical or technical skills (Popoola, 2020).
· Performance:  an act of presenting a play, concert, or other form of entrainment (Oxford Advanced Learner Dictionary, 2017).











CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITRATURE
	This chapter contains the summary of the writing of recognized authorities. The chapter will discuss the following:
1. Pedagogical implications of English Language in secondary school education
2. The place of Literature in secondary school language curriculum
3. Functions of Literature in the society
4. Factors affecting the teaching of English Language and Literature in secondary school
5. Effects of Literature on the performance of Students in English Language Examinations.
6. Appraisal of Literature reviewed
Pedagogical Implications of English Language in Secondary School Education
Pedagogical here has to do with the quality and quantity of teachers teaching English Language in our Secondary Schools. Therefore, pedagogical implication of English Language in secondary school education has to do with the problems that result in the process of the learning of English Language as a result of lack of qualified teachers and low number of teachers teaching English Language.
Among educators who have contributed to the study of English language in schools and colleges are: Reason and Boote (2015), Owoeye (2023), Hostan (2018) and Tomori and Hove (2024). They all agree that a need for method choice on the part of the teacher is important. These choices must be made to serve the immediate need of a class of students’ individually.
Apart from methodology, another major problem is the use of correct teaching aids. Teaching aids are learning materials used in the classroom to complement teaching methods to enhance learning (Oyinloye 2020). He examined teaching aids such as chalkboard and chalk as visual aids needed for writing in the classroom.
The major problem to students learning of English according to Owoeye (2023) is administrative. Most schools use just any teacher who can speak fluently to teach English language in order to save cost of employing qualified teacher. Such teachers are said to lack knowledge of theoretical Framework. For language teaching and any English students who passes through this type of training will be deficient in many areas of language learning, most schools do not have good libraries where students can make reference for further reading on some topics. This also constitute a major problem to English language learning in secondary schools.
Sarwat and Khurshed (2024) made the observation that the students of the vernacular schools, mostly public secondary schools, generally fail in the subject of English. The reason is that the teachers themselves are not qualified or competent enough to teach English effectively. This cause poor result in English eventually leading to high failure rate in English Language at secondary school particularly for student in rural area.
Henny (2016) stated that great teacher are define in terms of their impact on student’s achievement scores. Teachers characteristics are more strongly related to the student’s achievements than school effects (Kiplinger: 2017). Fuller and Clack (2024) remarked that what really matter is the teacher’s knowledge of the subject, elaborating the impotence of teacher knowledge as criterion for producing better results in the teaching learning process.
In addition to this, Cllen (2024) suggests that communicative language, teaching methodology requires the language teacher to have high level of proficiency in the target language. According to Aduwa, et al. (2016), teacher’s skills, expertise and willingness can help students learn better. This is because anything a teacher does is going to be scrutinized by the student. If the teacher serves as an idea role model, demonstrate the subject he or she is teaching, the students will also respond positively.
Gahher et al (2015) also stated that another pedagogic effect of English Language in secondary school in the inability of the teacher to assume the role of “resource brokers” the implication is on instructional delivery method, rather than a relaying on one “best way”.
In conclusion, Ade Osun (2022) also added that teacher teach language any how without putting their best in teaching learners adequately. He further explains that all this problems emanated from the motivations given to the teacher, teaching the subject (English) and this deprived the good numbers of the teachers in the field.
The Place of Literature in Secondary School Language Curriculum
Literature has however been seen by literary experts and writer from different perspectives. For instance Pearse (2018) defines Literature as a writing or oral composition deriving from and mirroring a society and its people. Corbin (2016) sees it as a body of texts produced by culture and highly valued within that culture over a period of time as a part of its literary heritage.
Hence, in offering Literature-in- English as a subject, works of a writers such as Shakespeare, Wordworth, e.t.c. become the fundamental in understanding of English Language as  s second Language are as such Literature clearly represents the cultural heritage of the people, whose language is to be learnt as a second language. Thus, going through the curriculum of the subject, Literature in English, there exist blends of texts from both foreign and national researchers.
Literature has shown that a positive correlation exists between student’s abilities in English Language and their abilities in other subject. Oladoyin (2016) discover that the students who did well in English Language would perform better in other subjects. This invariably means that if a student is good at English Language, he should be good in all other subjects. This is only logical as all other subjects are taught and examined in English Language. Students in English Language usually affect their performance in other subject in curriculum. Jones (2020) believes that education failure was often language.
Furthermore, according to the curriculum reformer of 2019, the following objectives are said to be achievable if Literature-In-English is fully implemented into the secondary school curriculum .Such objectives are:
· Stimulation and sustenance  of student’s interest in Literature
· Creation and awareness of the general principles and functions of Literature and appreciation of the use of language.
· Appreciation of literary work of all genres and across all cultures.
· Applications of knowledge of Literature to the analysis of social, political and economic events, in the society.
· Enabling of students, to express idea, feeling and experience in language, gesture and movement.
· To explore pathways to learning that involves reflection, imagination and sensitivity.
Thus, the national curriculum for English Language in Junior Secondary School has fused the two subjects into one subject named English Studies, while at the senior secondary school (S.S.S) level, Literature-In-English is treated as a special subjects. That is why Literature-In-English is restricted to only Art subjects, in which case the science students are usually made to opt for Geography, to ensure that no student in science class offer Literature-In-English, Geography is made compulsory while Literature-in-English is offered by Art students as a compulsory subject also.
Factors Affecting the Teaching of English Language for the Secondary Schools
Despite the great benefits derived from Literature as an instrument used to teach English Language, there could be problems if certain precautions are not taken. These problems are.
· Choice of Literary Text: Some students found Literature very difficult because of the choice of literary texts. If difficult authors are chosen i.e. Wole Soyinka texts, students will not enjoy reading their works. As Rosenk Jar (2017) puts it, the student will rely on word to word translation, which is not the way to develop language skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) or literary appreciation in students.
· Teaching Strategies: Another problem could be the teaching strategies adopted by the teacher. The manner in which the teachers handle the Literature and English class goes long way in giving the students the right attitude towards the subjects. Ogunnike (2022) observe that there is no specific method in teaching Literature and English, hence teacher use whatever approach/ Method available to him.
· Instructional Materials/Aids: Another factor that affects the teaching of English Language and Literature in Nigeria secondary schools is lack of teaching of instructional aids. Kolawole (2019) found that the teaching of English Language is to be deviled with many problems, among which we have lack of adequate supply of useful resources materials for teaching. What this means is that secondary school teachers in Nigeria are not altering their instructional technologies. Traditional teachers have depended on the text books and chalkboards as media for disseminating knowledge in the classroom. With the current practice by English Language teachers in secondary school in Nigeria, their students are greatly deprived access to modern instructional medial or materials. English language teachers in public secondary schools in Nigeria are still the cheer performance and dispenser of knowledge in the classroom.
· Quality and Experience of Teacher: it is natural that bad teachers are ill equipped to prove high level of English teaching, just because they are not competent enough to teach the subjects (Aduwa 2022). he further his statement by saying that teacher in developing countries especially Nigeria have difficulty in speaking English themselves and of course, are unable to teach English to others. Therefore, this presents teachers as those that are not qualified to teach the subject. He added that the little qualified teachers in our schools today are absentee, or teacher who skipped work when their services are needed in the school.
· Attitude of Teachers: the attitude of the teacher as well as his/her competence in handling the text will determine his output in the class. The teacher, using Literature in his language class should relate the class activities to real life situation.
· Improper Implementation in Class at the Curriculum Level: This is another problems or factor that the teaching of English and Literature in our secondary school education has Popoola (2020) stated that Literature-In-English is treated as separate subject for only Arts students in which case, the science students are usually made to opts for Geography. To ensure that Geography is offered by those students, Geography is taken at the same time with Literature in the school. This arrangement at the senior secondary school level is impacting negatively on the understanding of English Language which is a compulsory subject for all students. This also point to the fact that Literature-in English language are twins subjects which if taught together, would enhance understanding of their subject and will also wider the score of reasoning of students in their world  views
Functions of Literature in the Society
Literature plays an important role in human lives and in the society where we live. According to Guff News of February 24, 2018, Caesar emphasized that Literature impact to the development of the society. It has snapped civilizations, charged political system and exposed injustice in the society through satirical works. Caesar further explained that Literature gives us a detailed preview of human experiences. Which allow us to connect to the basic level of desire and emotion?
According to Terrance (2021), function of Literature in the society as that, which mirrors society. According to her, Literature is both the eye and structures of the society. She also added that the major function of Literature in the society is communication. It communicates the way people do thing together through a variant of forms. It also takes different ways to expose evil through satire, humor or poetic forms. She therefore concluded that Literature position in the society is equal to that of the sun in the universe.
Benjamin (2019) added that Literature imitate life and action, it mirrors the society with a view to correcting the society ills as well as teaching positive values. He further explained that Literature is used to reform the piece of writing that has value as works of Art, such as novels, poems and plays. This is to say that Literature is used or can be made to perform positive rather than negative functions.
Plato in his criticism of Literature in the 17th century also contributed to the positive function of Literature to human society. He emphasis on morality and truth in art, albeit through critical lens, laid the groundwork for later discussion on the ethical and educational roles of literature.
In conclusion, Popoola (2020) opined that Literature helps to develop understand of culture and the traditions given society and even that of the other societies. Apart from that, he explained further that Literature also help to differentiate one’s culture to that of other culture as well as enables us to tolerate and understand other people’s cultures, therefore this aspect brings love, peace and agreement in the human world. Popoola also added that Literature also serves as entertainment as well as source of fun through comic works of Literature.
Effect of Literature on the Students’ Performance in English Language
Literature and English Language are related subject that must be offered in schools to enhance the learning of English Language, the following therefore explain the benefits of the effect of Literature on teaching and learning of English Language in secondary school.
One of the benefits is that Literature often promotes motivation in the classroom. Through Literature, learner’s sense of involvement is developed as the effective domain of the learners is strengthened. This domain on the educational development of the learners cannot be taken care of in English Language course book except in three genres of Literature namely prose, poetry and drama. According to McRae (2021), The emotional development also gives the learner the pleasure of using the language imaginatively by making the learner to develop positive attitude toward the target language, which is English Language in the context of the study.
Another benefit from Literature is exposing the learners to the culture or native speakers of the language. Some literary texts often reflects practices, culture, attitudes and believe of native  speakers of the language, and then learner has no option than assimilating the culture. Literature in the context enables the students to develop their own perception as to how people of different cultures relate to their culture and asses them. Such perception helps the student to see the cure of human situation that can occurs across culturally. Through Literature, beauty and slender of nature are enjoyed by students (reader) as experience that are no possible in real life situation are gone through imaginarily (Siva Subramaniam), (2016). For example going to stories filed with image of love, adventure, war, e.t.c. create an outlet for emotion. This therefore, lends no sharper and deeper real life experiences. These imaginary situations enable the reader (learner) to identify with who is and have experience. It also enlarges the student’s knowledge of the world. The opportunity so created by the use of Literature makes the learner to understand that human nature is multi- dimensional.
Literature also helps in language learning that is why Popoola (2020) opined that Literature aids language learning through extensive reading skills. Reading is the easier way of bringing the foreign learner into sustains contact with a substantial body of language. If this piece of reading is interesting, the language remains in the wind of the reader. The patterns of collective and idioms are established extensive reading widens the horizon of the render in term of vocabulary and usage, which invariably promote the thoughts. There is no doubt that development of vocabulary and language skills has seriously inhabited development of excellence in studies. It is necessary to point out that the benefits that could be derived from using Literature in language class should not be limited to the English class. The benefits are achievable in the teaching of the other languages such as Yoruba, Igbo and Hausa in Nigerian context.
He summarized that Literature helps in the acquisition of all the skills of language (listening, speaking and writing) through the texts treated in the class, which can be (prose, poetry and drama) and which constituted to the genres of Literature.


Appraisal of Literature Reviewed
To summarize everything under the Literature reviewed, Literature can serve as an approach or method of teaching English Language because, it is the instrument of communication which allows and sustain good relationship between two or more people (the teacher and the learners) through its fun method. It is also means of communication through which people’s culture, i.e. Language is transmitted from generation to another generation. This means that Literature represents a writing text about a culture over a period of time which is preserved as a literary heritage (Trance, c. 2021, and Caeser 2018).
Literature is also seen as an instrument or way that can only be used by an English teacher to promote the teaching of English Language alone in the class, but it (Literature) can also be used to correct the societal ills (Bejamin 2017), and the understanding of other people’s culture as well as tolerating and understanding other cultures which promote love, peace and friendship among nations (Popoola 2020).
Since Literature is the only way to learn about other people’s culture which includes their language and other ways of life, therefore, Literature can be used to introduce students learning English Language to the English culture and with this, it can help to contribute towards effective teaching and learning of English Language. Such factors like; choice of literary text, teaching strategies, instructional materials, quality and experience teachers, attitude of the teachers, improper, implementation of Literature in class at the curriculum level e.t.c (Popoola 2020).
In conclusion, for the effective output of learning English Language, curriculum planners, teachers and educationists should try as much as possible to eradicate the problems facing the teaching of English Language and Literature in secondary schools and inculcation of Literature subject in every student irrespective of their discipline (Arts, Commercial or Sciences).















CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
	This chapter discusses the methodology of this research work that is the research method employed in carrying out the study. It is presented under the following sub-headings.
· Research Design
·  Population
· Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Instrumentation 
· Validity of the Instrument
· Reliability of the Instrument
· Administration of the Instrument
· Data Analysis Produce
Research Design
	The research was designed to require investigation on the impact of Literature-In-English on the performance of the students in English Language. The method adopted is the descriptive survey and descriptive survey is a study designed in different fields interviewing people face to face or handing out questionnaires to be filled by respondents.
Population
	The target for this study is selected secondary school students within Ilorin West L.G.A Kwara State.
Sampling and Sampling Techniques
	The samples for this research work are SS1 and SS2 students of the selected schools which include both public and private include:
	Government High School, Ilorin
	Sheik Abdulquadir College, Ilorin  
	Government Secondary school, Gbagba
	Kwara State College of Education, Model College, Ilorin
	Five ways International Schools
	Al-iman College, Ilorin
Simple random sampling technique was used to select the respondents (students) to be used in the study. The research wrote “Yes” or “No” on pieces of paper which the students pick. Those that pick “Yes” will be used as respondents. The students that pick option “Yes” are the ones considered to fill the questionnaires. One hundred and twenty Students were cut across both Literature student and non-Literature student’s twenty from each school ten from SS 1 and ten from SS2 ten Literature student and ten non-Literature students from each class, 20 * 6= 120 student’s altogether
Research Instrument
	The instrument used by the researcher is a questionnaire, and test on both Literature and non-Literature students. The instrument used for this study is a structured questionnaire, which was designed by the researcher and titled “The impact of Literature-In-English on the performance of students of English Language” questionnaire” it was divided into two sections and tagged section “A”, and “B”.
Section “A” was designed to get data on personal information of respondents, while “B” was questionnaire items about the subject matter. Respondents are to tick the correct answer from the two optional boxes provided which carries “Agrees” or “Disagree”.
Validity of the Instrument
Validity of an instrument refers to the extent to which such an instrument measures what it claims to measure (Adewunmi and Ogunlade 1991). The items for this instrument were written in draft form and the instrument was submitted to two lecturers who are regarded to be very well skilled in educational research techniques in the department of English (COED, Ilorin). The experts pointed out all the necessary corrections and amendments as well as gives useful suggestions for improving the items quality.
The researcher follows their suggestion and corrects the items; the final adjustment was also presented to the project supervisor for approval. Thus the instrument achieved face and content validity.
Reliability of the Instrument
Reliability of an instrument according to Adewunmi and Ogunlade (2021), refers to the extent to which it measures consistently under varying conditions and at different times. it deals with how accurately an instrument measures whatever it measure and the precision on consistency of the resulting scores.
In this research work, in order to ensure the reliability of the items a pilot study was undertaken thus:
A group of respondents totaling 12 were given copies of the instrument to respond to. These 12 individuals were similar to the actual 120 research subjects. After responding to the items, their responses were scored. A few days later, the same type of instrument was given to similar number of people and their responses were scored again.
Therefore, the two set of scores were corrected in order to determine the degree of relationship between them, if any. The formular used for that purpose was the Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-Efficient and the result obtained was 0.82 (corrected to two decimal places) which signifies very high test-retest validity.
Administration of the Instrument
After the validity and reliability of the instrument had been assured, copies of the instrument were personally distributed to the 120 randomly selected students. Direct administration of the instrument was used as a method of data collection of this research work. 40 copies were for each school out of which 20 were filled by Literature students while 20 were also filled by non-Literature students in each school.
Data Analysis Procedure
	The procedure for carrying out this work was based on simple percentage method while the research questions were answered using mean and standard deviation while t-test was used to test the null hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance.




CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This chapter deals with comprehensive analysis and interpretation of data collected in the course of this research. 
Presentation of Results
Section A: Analysis of Biographical Data of the Respondents.
Table 1: Age Distribution of Respondents
	 Age 
	Age Distribution 
	Percentage 

	12-14
	18
	15 %

	15-17
	84
	70 %

	18-22
	18
	15 %

	Total 
	120
	100 %


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Table 1 above shows that 15% of respondents were between the age of 12 and 14 years and 70% were between the ages of 15-17, while 15% were between the age 20. This indicates that, the majority of the respondents were between the age of 15-17 years.
Table 2: Sex Distribution of Respondents 
	Sex 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Male
	66
	55

	Female 
	54
	45%

	Total 
	120
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Table 2 above reveals that 55% of the respondents were male, while 45% of the respondents were female. This means majority of respondents were male.
Table 3: Religious Distribution of Respondent
	Religion 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Muslim 
	97
	80.3%

	Christian 
	23
	19.7%

	Total 
	120
	100%


Source: field Survey, 2025
From the above table, we can see that the respondents are mostly Muslim with 80.3% while the remaining 19.7% are Christian. 
Table 4: Distribution of Respondents by school type
	School type 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Public 
	60
	50%

	Private  
	60
	50%

	Total 
	120
	100%


Source: field Survey, 2025
From the above table, we can see that the respondents share the same percentage of population.
Research Question One: To what extent does the study of literature in English influence the performance of students in English Language?
Table 5: Showing the students’ responses and analysis for research question 1
	S/N
	Influence    of    Literature-in-English    on    the performance of students in English language
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	  ̅x
	SD
	Remark

	1
	Students taught in Literature-in-English perform better in English Language than students who are not taught
	46
	41
	19
	14
	3.00
	0.80
	Accepted

	2
	Literature-in-English helps complement the achievement of students in English Language
	61
	38
	10
	11
	3.15
	0.85
	Accepted

	3
	Literature-in-English  add  spice  to  the  teaching  and learning of English Language
	59
	37
	12
	12
	3.12
	0.83
	Accepted

	4
	The  knowledge  of  terms  in  Literature-in-English enhanced students’ performance in English Language
	61
	37
	16
	10
	3.13
	0.81
	Accepted

	5
	Students perform better in Literature-in-English than English Language
	53
	38
	13
	16
	3.04
	0.81
	Accepted


Source: field survey, 2025
From the table 5 above, Item 1 has SD = 0.80 and mean = 3.00, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that students that studied Literature-in-English perform better in English Language than students who do not. Item 2 has SD = 0.85 and mean = 3.15, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that Literature-in-English helps complement the achievement of students in English Language. Item 3 has SD = 0.83 and mean = 3.12, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that Literature-in-English add spice to the teaching and learning of English Language. Item 4 has SD = 0.81 and mean = 3.13, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that the knowledge of terms in Literature-in-English enhanced students’ performance in English Language. Item 5 has SD = 0.81 and mean = 3.04, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that students perform better in Literature-in-English than English Language.
Research Question Two: Is there need for the integration of Literature in English and English Language curriculum?
Table 6: Showing the students’ responses and analysis for research question two
	S/N
	Need for the integration of Literature-in-English and English language curriculum
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	  ̅X
	SD
	Remark

	6
	The integration of Literature-in-English and English language  curriculum  will  add  more  beauty  to  the subject
	54
	39
	14
	13
	3.07
	0.82
	Accepted

	7
	The integration of Literature-in-English and English Language  curriculum  will  expose  the  students  to  a wealth of knowledge in the subject
	52
	46
	9
	13
	3.09
	0.87
	Accepted

	8
	The integration of Literature-in-English and English Language   curriculum   should   be   embraced   by curriculum planners
	44
	44
	15
	17
	2.98
	0.83
	Accepted

	9
	Literature-in-English  and  English  Language  should not be combined as a single subject
	65
	32
	11
	12
	3.15
	0.83
	Accepted

	10
	Literature-in-English and English Language are interwoven and complements each other
	60
	36
	11
	13
	3.12
	0.83
	Accepted


Source: field survey, 2025
	From the table 6 above, Item 6 has SD = 0.82 and mean = 3.07, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that students that integration of Literature-in-English and English language curriculum will add more beauty to the subject. Item 7 has SD = 0.87 and mean = 3.09, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that integration of Literature-in-English and English Language curriculum will expose the students to a wealth of knowledge in the subject. Item 8 has SD = 0.83 and mean = 2.98, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that the integration of Literature-in-English and English Language curriculum should be embraced by curriculum planners. Item 9 has SD = 0.83 and mean = 3.15, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that Literature-in-English and English Language should not be combined as a single subject. Item 10 has SD = 0.83 and mean = 3.12, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that Literature-in-English and English Language are interwoven and complements each other.
Research Question Three: Are there effect of Literature in English on English Language competence?
Table 7: Showing the students’ responses and analysis for research question three
	S/N
	The effect if the genres of literature in English and English language competence
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	  ̅X
	SD
	Remark

	11
	The competence of Literature-in-English have impact on the competence of learners in English Language than students that did not study Literature-in-English
	50
	29
	25
	16
	3.07
	0.70
	Accepted

	12
	The genres of Literature-in-English enhances English Language competence
	60
	34
	13
	13
	3.11
	0.81
	Accepted

	13
	Students  taught  Literature-in-English  enhances  their interpretative abilities than students who do not
	60
	29
	17
	14
	3.08
	0.77
	Accepted

	14
	Literature-in-English  instill  in  students  good  study habits and leads to  English Language competence
	51
	40
	14
	15
	3.04
	0.82
	Accepted

	15
	Literature texts helps the students in the good use of tenses and vocabularies
	50
	53
	9
	8
	3.13
	0.92
	Accepted


Source: field survey, 2025
	From the table 7 above, Item 11 has SD = 0.70 and mean = 3.07, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that the competence of Literature-in-English have impact on the competence of learners in English Language than students that did not study Literature-in-English. Item 12 has SD = 0.81 and mean = 3.11, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that the genres of Literature-in-English enhances English Language competence. Item 13 has SD = 0.77 and mean = 3.08, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that students taught Literature-in-English enhances their interpretative abilities than students who do not. Item 14 has SD = 0.82 and mean = 3.04, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that Literature-in-English instill in students good study habits and leads to English Language competence. Item 15 has SD = 0.92 and mean = 3.13, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that Literature texts helps the students in the good use of tenses and vocabularies.
Research Question Four: Does the understanding of Literature in English bring about promotion of intensive and extensive reading skills?
Table 8: Showing the students’ responses and analysis for research question four
	S/N
	Literature in English with intensive and extensive reading skills
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	 X ̅
	SD
	Remark

	16
	The understanding of Literature-in-English boosts the mastery of the subject (English Language)
	52
	41
	15
	12
	3.07
	0.83
	Accepted

	17
	Literature texts helps the reading habits of students in English Language
	57
	37
	12
	14
	3.09
	0.82
	Accepted

	18
	Literature  helps  to  develop  the  learners’ linguistic performance because it arouses their zeal and keeps in them an ever-ready inclination to read
	49
	40
	14
	17
	3.01
	0.81
	Accepted

	19
	The components of Literature-in-English impact the competence  of  learners  in  English  Language  than students not taught Literature-in-English
	60
	47
	7
	6
	3.21
	0.91
	Accepted

	20
	Literature  students’  perform  better  in  aspects  of English   like   oral   or   written   essay   than   their counterparts who are not taught
	67
	30
	11
	12
	3.16
	0.82
	Accepted


Source: field survey, 2025
	From the table 4 above, Item 16 has SD = 0.83 and mean = 3.07, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that the understanding of Literature-in-English boosts the mastery of the subject (English Language). Item 17 has SD = 0.82 and mean = 3.09, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that Literature texts helps the reading habits of students in English Language. Item 18 has SD = 0.81 and mean = 3.01, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that Literature helps to develop the learners' linguistic performance because it arouses their zeal and keeps in them an ever-ready inclination to read. Item 19 has SD = 0.91 and mean = 3.21, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that the components of Literature-in-English impact the competence of learners in English Language than students not taught Literature-in-English. Item 20 has SD = 0.82 and mean = 3.16, which is above the cut-point of 2.5. Hence, it is accepted that Literature students' perform better in aspects of English like oral or written essay than their counterparts who are not taught.
Discussion of Findings
	The findings in this study clearly evinced that literature influences the development of language and vice-versa. Moreso, language is regarded as an important ingredient of literature. The study also further shows the interrelatedness of the two subjects. The relationship between language and literature is interwoven. Language is regarded as the conveyor of literature; and literature cannot exist independent of language. The English language can be enhanced through organized and systematic teaching of the three genres of literature. Also, the aspects of English: Speech, lexis and structure, comprehension and summary, and composition are already integrated in the teaching of literature. Obediat (2010) state that literature helps students acquire a native-like competence in English, express their ideas in good English, learn the features of modern English, learn how the English linguistic system is used for communication, see how idiomatic expressions are used, speak clearly, precisely, and concisely, and become more proficient in English, as well as become creative, critical, and analytical learners.
Custodio and Sutton (2008) explain that literature can open horizons of possibility, allowing students to question, interpret, connect, and explore. In sum, literature provides students with an incomparably rich source of authentic material over a wide range of registers. If students can gain access to this material by developing literary competence, then they can effectively internalize the language at a high level (Elliot, 2010). Especially, for students with verbal / linguistic intelligence, the language teacher's using literature in a foreign language class serves for creating a highly motivating, amusing and lively lesson. Literature is not only a tool for developing the written and oral skills of the students in the target language but also is a window opening into the culture of the target language, building up a cultural competence in students.





CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Introduction 
	In this chapter, the results were summarized, conclusion was drawn and recommendations were made. 
Summary
	This research work aimed at finding the impact of Literature in English on the Performance of Secondary School Students in English in Ilorin West L.G.A, Kwara State. This study selected three Secondary Schools randomly in Ilorin West for research question to be examined. The questionnaire instrument was used to elicit information from the respondents, the frequency count and percentage analysis were used in analyzing the bio data while t-test was used for the research question which arrived at the following.
	The findings revealed that literature students had a higher mean achievement scores than those who did not study literature. This shows that the study of the language through the study of difference literary texts in literature gave the students an edge over their counterparts. This showed that there is significant difference between public and private students’ achievement.
From the research carried out, it is generally agreed upon by the respondents that there is great effect of Literature on the academic performance of students in English language.
Conclusion
	Based on the findings of the study, conclusions were made that Literature-in-English could enhance competence in the learning of English Language topics. Also, intensive and extensive reading skills could be promoted and that Literature in English should be embedded in integrated with English Language curriculum and so on.
Recommendations
On the basis of conclusions, the researcher recommended that:
· Students should be encourage to read novels right away from Junior Senior School classes, so that they will have interest in literature, which can improve their performance in English language as well as other subjects. They should develop interest in literature and offer it with English language at least up to the fifth year (Senior Secondary School 2) so as to improve their knowledge in English.
· Teachers should develop interest in the teaching of literature and see literature as an integral part of language. They should teach both subjects together not as separate subjects, and try to encourage students to develop interest in literature. For instance literary passages could be used for teaching reading comprehension vocabulary and grammar.
· Parents should actively encourage their wards to study literature. They should not only buy them the necessary texts needed, but also encourage them to read beyond prescribed texts.
· Policy makers should make literature a compulsory subject in the curriculum in the upper classes (Senior Secondary School 1 - 3) as being done in the Junior Secondary Schools. They should prescribe stimulating texts written by African and Non-African writer as well.
· Teacher in training school should be taught how to properly integrate both subjects in the classroom so that the reciprocal influence found between the two subjects could be gainfully used to enhance students' performance in both subjects.
· Literature-in-English should be fused as part of the English Language curriculum and Senior Secondary Certificate Examination.
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APPENDIX
STUDENTS QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Respondent,
	I am a student of English department of Kwara State College of Education Ilorin embarking on a research tilled “The influence of Literature-In-English on students performance in English Language in secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis”
	Please, kindly respond to the items on then questionnaire as your responses would be confidentially used for research purposes.
	This questionnaire is divided into two sections they are ‘A’ and ‘B’. Section “A” is based on personal data of the respondents while section “B” is meant to collect information on the subject matter.
Section A: Personal Data
Religion: Islam ( ), Christianity ( )
Age: 12-14yrs ( ), 	15-17yrs	( ), 18-22yrs ( )
Gender: Male ( ), Female ( )	
School type: public ( ), 	private ( )
Section B: 
Research Question One: To what extent does the study of literature in English influence the performance of students in English Language?
	S/N
	Influence    of    Literature-in-English    on    the performance of students in English language
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Students taught in Literature-in-English perform better in English Language than students who are not taught
	
	
	
	

	2
	Literature-in-English helps complement the achievement of students in English Language
	
	
	
	

	3
	Literature-in-English  add  spice  to  the  teaching  and learning of English Language
	
	
	
	

	4
	The  knowledge  of  terms  in  Literature-in-English enhanced students’ performance in English Language
	
	
	
	

	5
	Students perform better in Literature-in-English than English Language
	
	
	
	


Research Question Two: Is there need for the integration of Literature in English and English Language curriculum?
	S/N
	Need for the integration of Literature-in-English and English language curriculum
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	6
	The integration of Literature-in-English and English language  curriculum  will  add  more  beauty  to  the subject
	
	
	
	

	7
	The integration of Literature-in-English and English Language  curriculum  will  expose  the  students  to  a wealth of knowledge in the subject
	
	
	
	

	8
	The integration of Literature-in-English and English Language   curriculum   should   be   embraced   by curriculum planners
	
	
	
	

	9
	Literature-in-English  and  English  Language  should not be combined as a single subject
	
	
	
	

	10
	Literature-in-English and English Language are interwoven and complements each other
	
	
	
	


Research Question Three: Are there effect of Literature in English on English Language competence?
	S/N
	The effect if the genres of literature in English and English language competence
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	11
	The competence of Literature-in-English have impact on the competence of learners in English Language than students that did not study Literature-in-English
	
	
	
	

	12
	The genres of Literature-in-English enhances English Language competence
	
	
	
	

	13
	Students  taught  Literature-in-English  enhances  their interpretative abilities than students who do not
	
	
	
	

	14
	Literature-in-English  instill  in  students  good  study habits and leads to  English Language competence
	
	
	
	

	15
	Literature texts helps the students in the good use of tenses and vocabularies
	
	
	
	


Research Question Four: Does the understanding of Literature in English bring about promotion of intensive and extensive reading skills?
	S/N
	Literature in English with intensive and extensive reading skills
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	16
	The understanding of Literature-in-English boosts the mastery of the subject (English Language)
	
	
	
	

	17
	Literature texts helps the reading habits of students in English Language
	
	
	
	

	18
	Literature  helps  to  develop  the  learners’ linguistic performance because it arouses their zeal and keeps in them an ever-ready inclination to read
	
	
	
	

	19
	The components of Literature-in-English impact the competence  of  learners  in  English  Language  than students not taught Literature-in-English
	
	
	
	

	20
	Literature  students’  perform  better  in  aspects  of English   like   oral   or   written   essay   than   their counterparts who are not taught
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