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ABSTRACT
     This study investigated the impact of Pidgin English on the academic performance of senior secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The research was carried out to determine the extent to which the use of Pidgin English influences students’ proficiency in Standard English and their overall academic achievement. A descriptive survey research design was adopted, and data were collected from a sample of senior secondary school students within the study area through structured questionnaires. The findings revealed that the frequent use of Pidgin English among students affects their mastery of Standard English, which in turn influences their performance in English language-related subjects. The study further showed that while Pidgin English serves as a medium of informal communication and fosters social interaction among students, it contributes to grammatical errors, poor vocabulary development, and weak writing skills in formal learning contexts. Based on these findings, the study recommended that teachers, parents, and school authorities should emphasize the proper use of Standard English in academic activities, while also sensitizing students to the negative implications of excessive reliance on Pidgin English in their academic work.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1	Background to the Study
Pidgin is an English based language, also known as Creole when developed. It is used as a kind of lingua franca across Nigeria to serve as alternative to English Language. Also known as “Broken English” or “Broken”, it is not often considered a Creole language since most users are not native speakers. Although many children do learn it early, nonetheless, different speakers, who may switch between English and Pidgin, depending on the social setting, use to meet their immediate linguistics needs. Pidgin has different histories about language contact and subsequent borrowing and code mixing. The origin of Pidgin English could be traced to the contact that was established between multilingual coastal communities and Portuguese merchants, who were joined later by the Dutch and the English. Pidgin English is, in fact, becoming very popular in the country, especially in the secondary schools and in the universities; even at public functions as well as in the offices, it is a lingua franca for social integration among diverse ethnic groups in the Nigeria.
In Nigeria, Pidgin English (PE) is generally seen as the code of the non-literate as well as bastardization of English and its use was therefore considered a mark of the level of one’s proficiency in English. For instance, Agheyisi(2010) claims that the typical users of PE are those that have little or no formal education. However, as Akande (2008) has noted, the sociolinguistic reality in Nigeria today is such that primary school students, secondary, university graduates, professors, lawyers and journalists, speak Pidgin English (PE). It has been demonstrated that Pidgin English is not used only in informal settings but also in offices and other formal settings (Akande 2008). In other words, the claim that Pidgin English is the code of the non-literate does not seem to have validity, there are many educated speakers in Nigeria who can use both Standard English and PE proficiently (Akande 2008).
Pidgin English has developed to the extent that it is utilized for literary communication. Some of the work that employed Pidgin English as a medium of expression is “Dis Nigeria Sef” a poem written by ken Saro-wiwa, no food no country a play by Tunde Fatunde, and grip am a play by Ola Rotimi; though some people consider it a low social status. Pidgin English has come to stay according to Jowitt: The situation today is that Pidgin flourishes as a medium of inter-ethnic communication, especially in the south, and especially in the large cities with many ethnic groups. Pidgin English in this case, is created for itself that blends ideas from different culture inspire of the difference culture and language existed.
The term Pidgin is used to refer to a language which develops in a situation where speakers of different languages have a need to communicate but do not share a common language. From the time Pidgin has emerged, it is generally learnt as a Second language and used for communication among people who speak differently - an English-based Pidgin and Creole language, spoken as a lingua franca across Nigeria. The language is commonly referred to as, “Pidgin” or “Broken”. It is different from other Creole languages since most speakers are not true native speakers, although many children do learn it at an early age. Different speakers, who may switch between these forms depending on the social setting, can speak it as a Pidgin, a Creole, or a decreolized acrolect. Pidgin, despite its common use throughout the country, has no official status. It is generally learn as a second language and used for communication among people who speak differently. Language is the most creative and unlimited instrument for social communication and it helps us to understand the deep-seated social relevance, culture involvement and the human relatedness of language. However, Pidgin English lacks some certain criteria that can qualify it to be accepted as a standard form of language or an official language for communication. In addition, various attempts have been made by different faction to eradicate the use of Pidgin in most Nigerian schools; these attempts have however, been unsuccessful because of the significant value the users accorded to the language.
1.2	Statement of the Problem
This research intends to examine the effect of Nigeria Pidgin English on secondary school students’ academic performance. In most of our secondary schools today many failure has been record either outright failure or poor academic performance because of the effect of Pidgin English at both internal and external examination like West African Examination Council, National Examination Council and the Joint Admission and Matriculation Board.
Kalama, (2014) cited in Tiffen, (2016) observed that ‘…in some areas English has been affected by the widespread of Pidgin English…’ Furthermore, according to her, the report on English Language teaching in Nigeria (2002) state that:
The inherent problems of language acquisition contributes to and are in turn aggravated by the fact that the learning of the (official) language is not significantly reinforced; in fact, it is eroded, in the community at large where Pidgin is more likely to be propagated than English. She affirms that it is true that problems of interference can exist for a speaker of Pidgin who is learning or using English, even though considering English as Pidgin’s major lexical language. The frequent blame of the negative effect of Pidgin on secondary school students’ academic performance and lack of its awareness are what gave birth to this research.
1.3	Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of the study is to:
i. Find out the level of the usage of Nigeria Pidgin English among the Senior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
ii. Examine the level of readiness on the usage of Nigerian Pidgin English among the Senior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
iii. Find out whether Nigeria Pidgin English with respect to gender has any effect on Secondary School Students’ academic performance.
1.4	Research Questions
The following research questions are formulated to guide the study:
i. What is the level of usage of Nigeria Pidgin English among the Senior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State?
ii. Does gender differences affect the use of Nigeria Pidgin English among the Senior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State?
iii. What are the impacts of Pidgin English on the students’ academic performance in senior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government? 
iv. What are the factors contributing to Students usage of Pidgin English in senior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government? 
1.5 Research Hypothesis
The following research hypothesizes were tested :
i. There is significant level of usage of Nigeria Pidgin English among the senior secondary school students in Ilorin west local government.
ii. There is a significant difference in the use of Nigeria Pidgin English between male and female senior secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
iii. The use of Pidgin English has a significant impact on the academic performance of senior secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government.
iv. There are significant factors that contribute to student usage of Pidgin English in senior secondary school in Ilorin west local government.  
1.5	Scope of the Study
The research work focuses on investigating the effect of Nigeria Pidgin English on the Academic Performance of Senior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State, Nigeria. This study will cover all secondary schools under Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. However, the sample of the study would consist of some selected Senior Secondary Schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara.
This work focuses on the effect of Pidgin English. It is observed that, for a long period of time Pidgin English has been the means of communication among students in Primary, Secondary and higher institutions. This research will let the society know if the use of Pidgin English has a serious effect on the students and their academic performance, with respect to Secondary Schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. The finding would be considered generic, since it is affecting students in other states who equally placed significant value on the Pidgin language above Standard English. 
1.6	Significance of the Study
    This study is therefore significant because it aims to explore how the use of Pidgin English affects students’ academic outcomes, with the goal of informing teaching practices, language policies, and parental guidance.
     One of the primary reasons this study is important is its potential to inform and influence educational strategies. In classrooms where Pidgin English is commonly spoken among students, there is a risk to their proficiency in Standard English. This can lead to difficulties in understanding lessons, expressing ideas clearly, and performing well in written exams. By identifying the extent to which Pidgin English interferes with or supports academic performance, the study can provide educators with valuable insights. These insights can help teachers develop more effective strategies that bridge the gap between students’ home languages and the formal language of instruction.
   If the study shows that excessive use of Pidgin English negatively affects performance, policies might be developed to promote the use of Standard English in schools. On the other hand, if the findings reveal that Pidgin has no significant negative impact or even aids comprehension in certain contexts, educational frameworks could be adjusted to incorporate code-switching as a learning strategy.
   Moreover, the study is valuable to parents and guardians, who may not fully understand how language use at home influences their children’s academic development. In many households, Pidgin English is the primary means of communication, which may limit students’ exposure to Standard English. By highlighting the implications of such linguistic environments, the research can help parents make informed decisions about how they support their children’s language development at home. This is especially crucial in early childhood, where foundational language skills are formed.
    This study also contributes to academic discourse in the fields of sociolinguistics, education, and language acquisition. It adds to existing literature on how non-standard varieties of language influence learning in formal educational settings. In particular, it addresses the unique dynamics present in post-colonial, multilingual societies where the language of instruction is often different from the languages spoken at home. The findings could inspire further research on similar linguistic phenomena in other regions, enriching global understanding of the role of language in education.
1.7	Definition of Terms and Variables
The following terms and variables are used in the study. They are operationally defined as follows:
Effect: The ability for something to have influence on people or things, or a person or things that is able to change something from its original state.
Gender: The range of characteristics that pertain to or differentiate between masculinity and femininity, depending on the context, these characteristics may include biological sex (i.e. the state of being male, female or intersex), sex-based social structures (including gender roles and other social roles), or gender identity
Academic performance: Academic achievement or (academic) performance represents the outcomes that indicate the extent to which a person has accomplished specific goals that were the focus of activities instructional environments, specifically in school, college, and university. Academic achievement is measured by examinations or continuous assessment. All students are required to maintain a satisfactory academics and meet the obligations of the courses in which they are enrolled. Failure to do so will be dealt with by the faculty and its designated Boards as determined by the school authority. In all cases, midyear grades in full year courses will be considered along with all other grades in the calculations for minimum requirement and satisfactory records. 
Pidgin English: Is a simplified version of the English language that develops when speakers of different native languages need a common means of communication. It usually mixes English vocabulary with the grammar and expressions of local languages. Pidgin English is not spoken as a mother tongue but is often used in informal settings like markets, streets, and among peers. Over time, it can become widely used in a community and may even developinto a more stable language variety.
CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
   This chapter provides a comprehensive review of existing literature on the use of Nigeria Pidgin English among senior secondary school students, its impact on academic performance, and the factors contributing to its usage. This chapter is discussed as follow: 
· Conceptual  framework 
· Definition of pidgin English 
· Origin of Pidgin English
· Students’ Academic performance 
· Students’ awareness of Pidgin English
· Gender and academic performance 
· Status of Pidgin English
· Student Attitude towards the use of Pidgin English 
· Empirical studies 
· Appraisal of the related literature   
2.1	Conceptual Framework
Pidgin exists among people who do not share a common language but want to communicate with each other for trading or other purposes. It is believed that pidgin, all over the world, aroses from contact situation. Usually, the absence of a common means of communication engenders such a contact.
Hudson (2012) considers Pidgin to have “varieties created for practical and immediate purpose of communication between people who otherwise would have no common language”. This view is in consonance with Loreto’s (2011) definition of Pidgin as marginal language which aroses to fulfill certain communication needs among people who have no common language; it is also not native to any of its speakers. Despite its fairly long existence and its communicative value, researchers have not reached a consensus on the most acceptable definition of Pidgin, although the definition given by researchers reveal the essence of pidgin, they have so far defined the term in the light of their individual perception of its origin, subsequent development, social status and the potential communicative value. The origin of Pidgin has remained a highly controversial issue for a long time in spite of its universality as aspect of popular speech.
According to Linton (2015), he states that, “The culture of a society is the way of life of its members. The collection of ideas and habits which they learn, share and transmit from generation to generation”. These cultures, ideas and habits can be transmitted from generation to generation through language. In linguistics, every language is considered adequate to represent the communicative needs of its people and as such, it should not be made to suffer any bias.
Elugbe and Omamor (2010), This cannot be said of Pidgin – even though it is a language because various attempts have been made by different factions to eradicate its use. These attempts have however been unsuccessful because of the significant value the language has for its users. It is a language that has brought people together in spite of their differences in ancestral culture and language by creating a local culture for itself, which blends ideas from different cultural background.
The history of Pidgin can be traced back to the contacts between Europeans and Nigerians according to Elugbe and Omamor (2010) (quoted Elugbe) “Pidgin arose from the contact between multilingual coastal communities of/and visitation of European explorers/traders. First, the Portuguese, then briefly the Dutch and finally the English”. Owing to this contact, there was an immediate need to communicate in a common language, a Portuguese Pidgin is developed initially but it was replaced by a Pidgin, which was English based and spoken until today. Jowitt (2008) has this to say about the origin of Pidgin English: Pidgin undoubtedly originated and developed its standard forms during the period 300 years that elapsed between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries. Its vocabulary is drawn from English, with Portuguese probably the source of such common words as dash, palaver and Sabi.
The visiting Europeans were not interested in learning the language of the local populace possibly because they felt that they were superior to their hosts hence, unwilling to learn a local language. Another possible reason was that Nigerians speak many different mutual unintelligible languages. Therefore, the Europeans started communicating with Nigerians in their language, according to Elugbe and Omamor (2010) (quoted in Elugbe) “Nigerians had to accommodate the visiting Englishmen by resorting to some makeshift form of English”.
Pidgin English according to Jowitt (2008) “served as a language of trade for communication between Englishmen and Nigerians living along the Nigerian coast and pidgin was useful because it could be learned easily by both races”. Before the nineteenth century, trade was the primary concern of each side, and the Europeans did not penetrate the interior. However, in the 19th century, when the Europeans developed additional concerns, religious and political, the Europeans did penetrate the interior. It was therefore natural for Pidgin to serve as an important means of communication between the indigenes and the intruder. After independence, English has been made an official language of Nigeria. According to Mafeni (2007), opines “yet Pidgin plays a major role in inter-ethnic communication in linguistically heterogeneous urban centers particularly in the South”
Pidgin English is the only language possessed in common by all people and their families if present, there are many areas of Nigeria where Pidgin English has acquired mother-tongue status “Elugbe (2010)”. In some areas, it is adopted as a second language. The peculiar use of Pidgin English as a first or second language is common among the people of rivers, Port Harcourt, Delta and Edo-Benin parts of Nigeria, where it is predominantly used by the speakers for communication needs. However, this does not imply that Pidgin is not applicable in other parts of the country, but the greater number of the users are predominant in the areas mentioned above.
2.2 Definition of Pidgin English
Linguists use the word Pidgin as the label for speech varieties that develop when speakers of two or more different languages encountered each other and do not know each other’s language. Southerland R. H and Katamba F. 2011, Elugbe and Omamor 2014. Pidgin is used by speakers with different language backgrounds, to fulfill certain restricted communicative purposes, typically trade. (Romaine 2013) Pidgin (PE), sometimes referred to as ‘substandard English, broken English, or bastardized English is a native language to approximately 3-5 million people in Nigeria. It is second language (L2) for another 75 million (en.Wikipedia.org).’ PE belongs to the language family of West African Pidgin English which was the lingua franca spoken along the West African coast during the period of the Atlantic slave trade. British slave merchant and local African traders developed this language in the coastal areas in order to facilitate their commercial exchanges. This language spread up the river systems in the West African interior because of its value as a trade language among African of different tribes, (Crystal 2003). Some writers are of the opinion that NP and the Pidgin English in Ghana and the Cameroon could have arisen for the exportation of Creole to Nigeria and those other places. (Elugbe and Omamor 2011). Most West African English based pidgins, PE structure derives its vocabulary from English, and much of its sound system from the grammar and syntax of the indigenous Nigerian languages. As Mafeni (2011) states “Nigeria Pidgin is relatively complex and exhibits variety in form and function from community to community”.  Elugbe and Omamar (2015) states “the linguistic diversity of the substrate situation ensures that there will be different dialects of Pidgin English even if they are mutually intelligible” It is not therefore surprising to note that PE has many varieties, according to its users.
2.3	Origin of Nigerian Pidgin 
	The source of Nigeria Pidgin is not specified; However, groups of notable researcher’s judgements are been delegated to. A source has it ‘pidgin’ (especially in West Africa) arose from the contact between Chinese and the European traders and such was a mispronunciation of the word “business” by the Chinese (Naro, 2013). Another account has it that it came from the Portuguese word “OCUPACIO”, which means “occupation”. Pidgin is also said to resemble or closely link to a Hebrew word “pidjom” which means “barter” (Rickford, 2018). A fast observation has been stated that Nigerian Pidgin has to do with commercial activities, communication and at due interludes between two or more people.
	Within the Nigeria setting, a principal factor responsible for the growth of Nigerian Pidgin is colonization. It can be historically vestige to commerce contact between British and indigenous people. According to Illah (2001), Nigerian Pidgin was developed from the negative attitude of the European colonial masters who they felt they could not allow their colonized people Nigerian to speak the same language with them. In other words, a variety of language that is Nigerian Pidgin was an output colonized. Owing to the historic connection of Europeans and the Africans, the language of the former became prominent among the latter, though the correct usage of the English language of colonizers by their colonized did not witness complete success. The subsequent effect of their attempt to catch up with the new protruding language gave upsurge to fragmented English.
	This is the initial developmental phase of Nigerian Pidgin. However, because of diachronic development over the years, the features, Lexico semantics and syntactic of Nigerian Pidgin began to spring and is accepted. This stage marks the departing line of Nigeria Pidgin from broken English (Faraclas, 2016).
	Elugbe and Omamor make distinction between Nigeria pidgin and Broken English or Deliberately incorrect English (Bamgbose, 2015; Igboanusi, 2011}. Broken English, on one hand, is the type of spoken English because of derisory mastering of standard English Language by non-native speakers of the language.
	It is different from Nigerian Pidgin. Special English, on the other hand is the type that is spoken with a deliberate attempt to manipulate the rules of English. It is used in most cases to create humor. Such is associated with characters like Zebrudaya of the television Soap Operas  “Masquerade”. Elugbe and Omamor (2011) refers to this form as a “Pseudo Pidgin”.
	However, Nigerian Pidgin was repudiated, prohibited, and rejected by the Europeans as certified and apt English language, particularly within the empires of education, administration and politics. Illah therefore concluded that it was the inferiority presuppositions of the Europeans towards their colonized that made them not to accept the colonized pidgin or respect the colonized.
	Illah’s position can be substantiated with some relevant theories on the origin of pidgin language. 
	Baby talk theory; for instance, see pidgin Initiating from a similar exertion, which a child has when he or she is trying to master a language. It is claimed that in doing this, the child will first master the content words are opposed to the functional words (Hall, 2003). Baby talk theory displays the attempt of Nigerians at speaking their superior language, which resulted in them getting the less superior form of the language. This theory may after all not be a credible enlightenment to account for the history and origin of Nigerian Pidgin. For one, the theory takes pidgin language to be an unsuitable language subject to alteration and as a real language in edifice process. However, contrary to this observation the language as exponentially used by its supporters, is neither predestined to fulfil modification purposes nor re-codification doctrines. Rather, it is an established language.
	There is also Independent parallel development theory. This theory is rooted in notion that languages are having common dynasties of indo –Europeans because they share some comparisons. Similarly, it is noted that pidgin have some mutual features it can be therefore traced to a common ancestors in Indo-European language. Also, most of their narrators to be tense from West Africa who bit things in public. This theory has been criticized by its attempt to over-strain the comparisons that occur among different Pidgins of West Africa and more significantly, it has been prominent that some pidgins are not built on European Languages. For Instance, intellectuals like Banjo (2016) have totally rejected Nigeria Pidgin being classified under the Indo European languages. He would rather classify Nigerian Pidgin alongside the indigenous languages of Nigeria. Banjo has also refuted the claim that Nigerian Pidgin is a dialect of English, though he does not deny that the fact that they are related in many ways, especially in terms of their importance.
	The beginning and criteria for Nigeria Pidgin is the language ecosystem of Nigeria. Akande and salami (2010) have underscored and documented this. According to them, Nigeria is a highly multilingual and multiethnic setting with ancestral language ranging between 400 and 500. Only three out of these languages are recognized as major languages are recognized as major Languages: Hausa, Igbo, and Yoruba, while the rest are regarded as minor Languages (for example, Igede, Egun Angas, Kamuku, etc.)
2.4	Students’ Academic Performance
Students’ academic performance or achievement measures the amount of academic content a student leaners in a determined amount of time. Each grade level has learning goals or standards instruction that educators are required to teach. Performance could be regarded as behavior towards learning that makes organizations, teams and individuals get work done. Compel (2013), believes that performance is behavior and should be distinguished from the outcomes because they can be contaminated by system factors.
Academic performance is measureable and can be determined based on some preconceived objectives that form the standard as a benchmark. Academic performance is by this paper seen as the summary gain –scores of individuals who must have gone through a pre-planned course of study for a given period, it is rather the cumulative effects of sequential performance of a learner that is measured or determined by the end of a program (Ochonogor, 2011).
2.5 Students’ Awareness of Pidgin English
     Language is not only a tool for communication but also a carrier of identity, culture, and learning. Among Nigerian students, especially those in secondary schools, Pidgin English has become a common medium of informal expression. Unlike Standard English, which follows formal grammatical rules, Pidgin is a simplified and flexible form of English widely spoken in social interactions across the country. Students’ awareness of Pidgin English is therefore an important area of discussion, as it influences their communication style, peer relationships, and academic performance. One of the first dimensions of awareness among students is their recognition of the widespread use of Pidgin English. Many students admit to speaking Pidgin in their daily lives with friends, on social media, and even at home. Research shows that Nigerian Pidgin serves as a “lingua franca” that bridges communication gaps among youths from diverse linguistic backgrounds (Elugbe & Omamor, 2004). Students are therefore aware that Pidgin functions as a unifying language, particularly in peer groups, where it creates a sense of belonging and identity. Another aspect of awareness is that students understand both the advantages and the limitations of Pidgin English. On the positive side, students acknowledge that Pidgin is easy to understand, less rigid than Standard English, and helpful in expressing emotions and jokes in ways Standard English may not allow (Faraclas, 2006). However, they are also aware that over-dependence on Pidgin can negatively affect their formal communication skills. Many students admit that they sometimes mix Pidgin with Standard English in assignments or examinations, leading to grammatical errors and poor performance in English Language tests. According to Otagburuagu (2017), excessive use of Pidgin by students often results in “language interference,” where features of Pidgin unconsciously slip into their Standard English usage. This shows that students are aware of the academic risks attached to constant use of Pidgin. Students are also conscious of the fact that teachers sometimes use Pidgin in the classroom. While some teachers employ it to simplify complex topics and ensure comprehension, students are quick to recognize its influence. They often interpret the teachers’ use of Pidgin as permission to also employ it in academic discourse. Yet, many students are aware that national examinations and formal communication strictly require Standard English. As Adegbite (2009) notes, the school environment is designed to promote Standard English, but the influence of Pidgin can sometimes undermine this objective, particularly if teachers themselves resort to it in teaching.
2.6	Gender and Academic Performance
      Academic performance is one of the key indicators used to measure the success of students within the educational system. It reflects the knowledge, skills, and values acquired in different subjects. Over the years, researchers and educators have shown great interest in the relationship between gender and academic performance, because differences between male and female students’ achievement often reflect broader social, cultural, and educational issues. Understanding Gender and Learning - Gender refers not only to biological differences between male and female students but also to the social roles and expectations assigned to them by society. These roles can influence students’ interest in certain subjects, their study habits, and even their confidence in learning. In many contexts, male and female students are socialized differently, which can affect their learning patterns and performance outcomes. Patterns in Academic Achievement - It has often been observed that female students perform better in subjects that require verbal and language skills, such as English, Literature, and Social Studies. On the other hand, male students are traditionally seen as excelling in Mathematics, Science, and technical subjects that involve logical reasoning and spatial awareness. However, these patterns are not universal. In many schools today, girls are increasingly performing well in science-related subjects, while some boys also do very well in language-based areas. This shows that gender differences in performance are not fixed but can change depending on the environment, encouragement, and opportunities given to students. Social and Cultural Influences -Cultural expectations play a major role in shaping gender differences in performance. In some societies, girls are given less time to study because they are expected to do more household chores, while boys may be encouraged to focus on schoolwork. In contrast, in other settings, girls may be more motivated and disciplined, which helps them to perform better than boys in many subjects. Thus, societal attitudes and family expectations can greatly determine how boys and girls approach their education.
2.7	Attitudes towards the use of Pidgin
Pidgin has been an enduring phenomenon in the country right from its first use in the late 16th century/early 17th century until date, as reported by various scholars. Over the years, the terms “bad”, “improper”, “broken”, “slothful”, “lazy”, “faulty”, “ungrammatical”, sloppy, language have been ascribed to Pidgin. About 1930s and 40s, Professors of speech and English who were trained with ears to hear Standard English heard Pidgin not as a language of its own but as English that come up short.
Nadine Word (2000) wrote, “Words spoken correctly and pleasantly pronounced are jewels, but grammatical errors and pidgin are ugly”. This Pidgin as trying to be English and failing ought to be corrected because Pidgin English is a language with its own vocabulary and structure just as Standard English is in Nigeria today. The attitude towards Pidgin has improved when compared to what it was some decades ago, even though its use is still not recommended for use in formal setting like school, judiciary and so on. It is only used for radio programmes, television jungles, adverts and promos. The negative attitude towards Pidgin English and its use in formal settings is because of the misconception people have about it. Its simplicity has been misconstrued over the years. Pidgin English is not a supplemental tongue, this is because it is a known fact that Pidgin has developed to a level of stability and complicity of its own. It is also not such a very simplified language as many people think; written Pidgin has become a means of composing poem and plays.
2.8 The Status of Pidgin English
     Language serves as a vital tool for communication, identity, and social interaction. In multilingual societies, contact between different languages often gives rise to simplified forms of communication known as pidgins. Pidgin English, sometimes referred to as Nigerian Pidgin in Nigeria or West African Pidgin more broadly, has emerged as a widely spoken variety of English that blends English vocabulary with local linguistic structures. Over the years, the status of Pidgin English has attracted scholarly attention, with debates centering on whether it should be recognized as a legitimate language or dismissed as a substandard form of English
a. Pidgin English as a Lingua Franca : Pidgin English occupies a unique status as a lingua franca, enabling communication among people from different ethnic and linguistic backgrounds. In Nigeria, where over 500 languages exist, Pidgin English bridges communication barriers across regions, markets, schools, and even in politics. Its wide usage in music, media, comedy, and social interaction reflects its importance as a people’s language. This widespread acceptance has given it a strong social status, especially among the youth.
b. Social Status of Pidgin English : Despite its popularity, the social status of Pidgin English remains complex. On the one hand, it is seen as a language of informality, often used in casual conversations, social gatherings, and mass communication. On the other hand, it is sometimes stigmatized as a “broken” or “corrupted” form of Standard English. Many elites, educators, and policymakers view Pidgin as unsuitable for formal education and official communication, believing it undermines mastery of Standard English. This dual perception reflects its ambiguous status—valued in everyday life but marginalized in formal institutions.
c. Pidgin English in Education: The role of Pidgin in education is one of the most debated aspects of its status. In many schools, Pidgin is commonly spoken by students and sometimes used by teachers to simplify lessons. While this helps in comprehension, critics argue that it interferes with the acquisition of Standard English, which is essential for academic and professional advancement. Because of this, Pidgin has not been formally adopted as a medium of instruction in schools. Its educational status therefore remains low, even though it plays a strong role in informal learning and peer-to-peer interaction.
d. Pidgin English in Media and Popular Culture : Pidgin English enjoys high status in entertainment and media. Radio stations, television programs, and newspapers increasingly use Pidgin to reach wider audiences. Nigerian music and Nollywood films frequently incorporate Pidgin, making it a symbol of cultural identity and mass appeal. This visibility in media and pop culture elevates its status as a language of the people, even though it is still excluded from official government communication and legal documents.
e. Pidgin English and National Identity : For many speakers, Pidgin English represents unity and inclusivity. Unlike Standard English, which is often associated with colonial history and elitism, Pidgin is seen as a truly Nigerian or West African expression that cuts across class and ethnicity. This role strengthens its symbolic status as a marker of identity, belonging, and cultural pride. It demonstrates that while Pidgin may lack institutional recognition, it has strong social recognition.
2.9	Empirical Studies 
This research intends to proffer an answer to the effect of Pidgin on the academic performance of secondary school students, to find out the level of students awareness, gender, and readiness on the usage of Pidgin. Mafeni (2011) observes that PE has become a widely spoken lingua franca in Nigeria and that many town and city dwellers are at least bilingual in PE and one indigenous language. According to Fracas (2004), millions of people speak PE, today, especially the younger generation representing various linguistic areas of the Nigerian society. Concerning the numerical strength of Pidgin English speakers in Nigeria, Faraclas (2004) say well over half of the 140 million inhabitants of Nigeria are now aware of Pidgin and fluent speakers of the language (PE), making (PE) the most widely spoken language in Nigeria, as well as the indigenous African languages with the largest number of speakers. Given the rapid spread of PE among younger Nigerians, this proportion should increase to cover over seventy or eighty percent. Within Nigerian society, Pidgin English seems to have an ambivalent status as some members have embraced and associated themselves with the language only by using it for interactions when the need arises. 
There have been arguments and discussions as regards the impact of the use of Pidgin English by students of secondary schools. One school of thought holds that Pidgin English negatively affect the performance of students in examinations conducted by the West African Examination Council (WAEC), but another school of thought holds a contrary opinion. This thesis seeks to establish the correlation between the use of Pidgin English and performance in examinations. Pidgin English in Ghana has a stigma attached to it, but it enjoys some prestige among students at the secondary and tertiary levels of education. It is not probable that Pidgin English will ever be used as a medium of instruction in Ghanaian schools because of the social stigma attached to it. This research is considered as part of an on-going search to find the correlation between the speaking of Pidgin English and performance in examination especially the WASSCE. Apart from the link that may be established between performance in examinations and the speaking of non-standard English or Pidgin English, problems may be reference in the secondary where most students do not perform well in examination, more especially in English language papers. There is the need therefore to find the factors that cause students in secondary schools not to perform well in examination. The research findings did not clearly establish a link between performance in examination and the speaking of non-standard English or Pidgin English.
2.10	Appraisal of the related literature  
The paper, having gone through the various levels of effect of Pidgin English, beams its search light on the awareness, readiness and its effect on academic performance of the secondary school students. The review of literature covered the following sub-headings; introduction, conceptual framework, origin of Pidgin English, Definition of Pidgin English, Students’ Awareness of Pidgin English, Gender and Academic Performance, Status of Pidgin English, Attitudes towards the use of Pidgin English, Empirical Studies and Conclusion. From the finding so far, it was discovered that Pidgin English has both negative and positive effect on the academic performance of secondary school students. It is also revealed that almost 70% of the students are aware of the existence of Pidgin language.



CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter presents the research methodology under the following sub-headings
· Research design 
· Population of the study 
· Sample and sampling techniques 
· Research instrument
· Validity of the instrument 
· Reliability of instrument
· Administration of the instrument 
· Data analysis techniques    
3.1	Research Design
     	Uba (2006) viewed research design in any area of study as a plan or blue print, which specifies how data relating to a given problem should be collected and analyzed. It provides the procedural outline for the conduct of any investigation. 
This research is designed to find out the awareness, readiness and students’ performance. It also seeks to decipher whether the use of Pidgin has effect on students negatively or positively in their academic performance.
The survey research is the process of using design research instrument like the questionnaire, interviews and so on, to generate fact and data. The questionnaire were carefully prepared and given to respondents who have their answers based on the research topic.
3.2	Population of the Study
The target population of this study comprises students of all secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, of Kwara State who are directly involved or affected in the use of Pidgin English. 
3.3	Sample and Sampling Techniques
Moderately, for the purpose of this study, random Sampling technique was used to select four schools (two public schools and two private schools). Hence, 100 respondents will be sampled from the population 25 respondents from each school; the sample of the study would consist of four schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
· Public School 
· Government Day Secondary School,Odo-Okun,Ilorin. 
· Sheikh Abdulquadir Secondary School, Unity Road, Ilorin. 
· Private School
· Model Secondary School (COED),Atiku Road, Ilorin.
· Joel Best Model College, Off Oko Erin, Road ,Ilorin .

3.4	Research Instrument
             The instrument used for this study is structured questionnaire titled “The Effect of Nigerian Pidgin English on Student Academic Performance”. The questionnaire contains 33 items, which is divided into two sections, namely; the first section is  on the bio-data of the respondents (age, sex and indigenous language)), section ‘A’ is on the students’ awareness, section ‘B’ contain items intending to find answer to our while the research questions.
3.5	Validity of the Instruments
The instrument will be validated by researcher’s supervisor and expects in the department of English the content and face validity is used to validate the instrument’s reliability test of the extent to which a research instrument is capable of measuring what is intended to measure. For the purpose of this study, the questionnaire is tested one on one validity (face-to-face) context validity and constructs validity level.
3.6	Reliability of Instrument
           The degree to which a measurement technique has the capacity to produce consistently produces the same results upon repeated application. In determining the reliability of the instrument test retest method will be used.
3.7	Administration of the Instrument
The questionnaire will be administered directly to the students of each of the four schools selected. The researcher will seek for support of the school English language teachers in the process of administering the instrument. The students will be required to complete the filling of the questionnaire immediately and will be collected back from the students
3.8	Data Analysis Techniques
            The data will be collected from the respondents using descriptive simple percentage calculation. All questionnaires will be reviewed for correct response and completeness, this shows that the instrument will be transferred into quantitative data by the number of respondents who responded to a particular question or item to generate a frequency data after the frequency data is generated, it will be analyzed in simple percentage.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
[bookmark: _TOC_250003] Introduction
   This chapter deals with the summary of the view of the respondents on the research topic, “The impact of Nigerian Pidgin English.” The information contained in this chapter are details of data collected through the use of questionnaire. The questionnaire contains two sections, namely Section A and Section B. Section A showed the demographic characteristics of the respondents while section B contains the questions raised to achieve the objectives of the research.
The data collected are analyzed and tabulated below.
4.1 [bookmark: _TOC_250002]Data Presentation and Analysis
Table 1: Sex of Respondents
	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	55
	55%

	Female
	45
	45%

	Total
	100
	100%


   The above table shows that out of 100% respondents 55% were males while 45% were females.

Table 2 : Showing student ages 
	Ages 
	Frequency
	Percentage

	13-15years
	45
	45%

	16-18 years
	35
	35%

	19 years and above
	20
	20%

	Total
	100
	100%


	The results of the table above shows that 45% of respondents fall under 13-15 years of age, 35% fall under 16-18 years of age  and 20% are 19 years and above.
Table 3: Selected schools 
	Schools 
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Government Day Secondary School,Odo-Okun,Ilorin. 
	25
	25%

	Sheikh Abdulquadir Secondary School, Unity Road  Ilorin. 
	25
	25%

	Model Secondary School (COED)Atiku Road, Ilorin
	25
	25%

	Joel Best Model College, Off Oko Erin Road Ilorin 
	25
	25%

	Total
	100
	100%


    The result above shown that 25% questionnaire was administrate in Government Day Secondary School, 25% was administrate in Sheikh Abdulquadir Secondary School, 25% was administrate in Model Secondary School (COED),and lastly 25% was administrate in Joel Best Model College.
Table 4: Category of respondents
	Class 
	Male
	Female
	Total
	Percentage

	SS1
	18
	15
	33
	33%

	SS2
	22
	15
	37
	37%

	SS3
	15
	15
	30
	30%

	Total
	55
	45
	100
	100%


    The above table shows the total number of respondents that were selected in this project to serve as a representative of the whole.
Presentation of Results
Research question one: What is the level of usage of Nigeria pidgin English among the secondary school students in Ilorin west LGA, Kwara state? 
Table 5: students’ Responses 
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	%
	No
	%

	1.
	Do you speak Nigerian Pidgin English with your classmates at school?
	35
	35%
	65
	65%

	2.
	Do you use Nigerian Pidgin English more often than Standard English in informal conversations?
	41
	41%
	59
	59%

	3.
	Do you feel comfortable speaking Nigerian Pidgin English in school?
	45
	45%
	55
	55%

	4.
	Do you hear Pidgin English being used frequently around your school environment?
	36
	36%
	64
	64%

	5.
	Do you prefer using Nigerian Pidgin English over Standard English when expressing yourself?
	40
	40%
	60
	60%


Source: field survey, 2025. 
  The table above shows that 35% of students agreed that they speak Nigerian Pidgin English with your classmates at school while 65% respondents disagreed. From the same table 41% respondents agreed that they use Nigerian Pidgin English more often than Standard English in informal conversations while 59% disagreed. It can also be deduced from the above table shows that 45% of students agreed with the opinions that they feel comfortable speaking Nigerian Pidgin English in school while 55% students disagreed. The table also shows that 36% students agreed that they hear Pidgin English being used frequently around your school environment while 64% disagreed with the opinion. 40% prefer using Nigerian Pidgin English over Standard English when expressing yourself  while 60% indulge.
Research Question two: Does gender different affect the use of Nigeria pidgin English.
Table 6: Students’ responses 
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	%
	No
	%

	6.
	Are male students more likely to speak Pidgin English than female students in your school?
	40
	40%
	60
	60%

	7.
	Do you think gender affects how freely students speak Nigerian Pidgin English?
	40
	40%
	60
	60%

	8.
	Do you think boys are encouraged more than girls to use Nigerian Pidgin English?
	32
	32%
	68
	68%

	9.
	Do you personally speak more Pidgin English than most students of the opposite gender?
	36
	36%
	64
	64%

	10.
	Have you noticed any difference in the way boys and girls use Nigerian Pidgin English?
	45
	45%
	55
	55%


	Source: Field survey 2025
	The above table shows that 40% of the respondents’ Are male students more likely to speak Pidgin English than female students in your school while 60% disagree. The same table shows that 40% of the respondents’ think gender affects how freely students speak Nigerian while 60% of the respondents’ disagreed. 32% of the respondents opine that boys are encouraged more than girls to use Nigerian Pidgin English while 68% of the respondents Indulge . 36% of the students agreed that they personally speak more Pidgin English than most students of the opposite gender while 64% of the students disagreed. 45% agreed that they noticed any difference in the way boys and girls use Nigerian Pidgin English while 55% disagree. 
Research Question Three: What are the impact of Pidgin English on student academic performance? 
Table 7: Respondent’s of student    
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	%
	No
	%

	11.
	Has using Pidgin English affected how well you write in Standard English?
	35
	35%
	65
	65%

	12.
	Do you sometimes include Pidgin English in your written assignments by mistake?
	39
	39%
	61
	61%

	13.
	Has a teacher ever corrected you for using Pidgin English in class?
	45
	45%
	55
	55%

	14.
	Do you think speaking Pidgin English affects your performance in English Language?
	36
	36%
	64
	64%

	15.
	Has using Pidgin English helped you understand your subjects better?
	40
	40%
	60
	60%


	Source: Field survey, 2025
	The above table shows that 35% of the respondents attested that using Pidgin English affected how well they write in Standard English while 65% respondents detested. Besides 39% of the respondents agreed that sometimes include Pidgin English in their written assignments by mistake while 61% of the respondents’ indulge. 45% of the students agreed that teacher ever corrected them for using Pidgin English in class while 55% disagreed. 36% of the respondents opined that speaking Pidgin English affects their performance in English Language while 64% of the respondents disagreed. 40% agree that using Pidgin English helped you understand your subjects better while 60% detest.


Research Question Four: What are the factors contributing to student usage of Pidgin English in senior secondary school.
Table 4: Responses of the students
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	%
	No
	%

	16.
	Do your friends influence you to speak Pidgin English?
	60
	60%
	40
	40%

	17.
	Do your parents or siblings speak Pidgin English at home?
	35
	35%
	65
	65%

	18.
	Do your teachers sometimes use Pidgin English during lessons?
	45
	45%
	55
	55%

	19.
	Do you speak Pidgin English because it is easier for you to understand?
	60
	60%
	40
	40%

	20.
	Do you learn or pick up Pidgin English from movies, music, or social media?
	45
	45%
	55
	55%


Source: Field survey, 2025
     The above table shows that 60% of the respondents attested that their friends influence them to speak Pidgin English while 40% respondents detested. Besides 35% of the respondents agreed that their parents or siblings speak Pidgin English at home while 65% of the respondents’ indulge in it. However, 45% of the students agreed that teachers sometimes use Pidgin English during lessons while 55% disagreed. 60% of respondent Attest that speak Pidgin English because it is easier for you to understand while 40% detested. Lastly it shown on the table that 45% agreed that they learn or pick up Pidgin English from movies, music, or social media while 55% disagreed.
Discussion of findings 
  The responses revealed that a large number of students actively speak Pidgin English. Many of them use it frequently in their daily conversations, both within and outside the school environment. It is especially common among peers and is also used extensively on social media platforms and at home. This reflects how deeply rooted Pidgin English is in the social life of students. Most students expressed confidence in understanding Pidgin English. It appears to be more accessible and relatable to them compared to Standard English. This ease of comprehension likely contributes to its frequent use. However, this comfort with Pidgin may also contribute to the neglect of formal English usage in academic tasks.
     A notable portion of students acknowledged that some teachers use Pidgin English during classroom instruction. While this may be intended to simplify explanations or bridge understanding, it may unintentionally legitimize Pidgin as an acceptable language for academic discourse. This could reduce students’ motivation to master and use Standard English effectively. Students’ feedback showed a strong belief that regular use of Pidgin English affects their ability to speak and write correctly in Standard English. Many reported mixing Pidgin with formal English, especially in written assignments and spoken responses. This blending can interfere with correct grammar, vocabulary, sentence structure, and clarity of expression, all of which are critical in academic assessments.
     A significant number of students admitted that their frequent exposure to and use of Pidgin English sometimes affects their understanding of lessons, especially those taught in Standard English. This implies that Pidgin may hinder comprehension and cause confusion when formal academic terms and concepts are introduced in English. Furthermore, a number of students acknowledged that the use of Pidgin might be contributing to their average or low performance in English Language and related subjects. This suggests that language interference could be a factor in underachievement. Interestingly, many students, despite actively using Pidgin, believed that its use should be discouraged in school environments. This shows awareness of its negative impact on formal education. However, there also appears to be a gap between their understanding of the problem and their actual language behavior.



CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION:
Introduction 
	In this chapter, which is the concluding part of this research work, a brief summary of all that is done in the previous chapters are summarized. Recommendations based on the research findings are suggested for further study. Lastly, the chapter ends with conclusion followed by references.
Summary
	This research work focuses mainly on the effect of Nigeria Pidgin English on the academic performance of some selected Secondary Schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. It also profers answers to the question that have often been raised as to the suitability of the use of Pidgin in formal setting, such as schools, offices, public functions etc, as well as the effects of speaking pidgin on students’ academic performances. These results are derived from the use of questionnaires given to different respondents. Thereafter summary of the previous chapters are done. 
	To many people, pidgin as a means of communication has a low status in Nigeria. The Negative impression on its use is perhaps because of its low social relation and lack of a standard variety with conventional orthography. Despite this situation, Pidgin is one of the most widely spoken languages in the country and it is now being used in written discourse. Pidgin English is fast rising as open calls are being made among educated elites of the society. It is also being used in television and radio broadcast as well as in various revered forms of literature by several notable writers.
The study adopted a descriptive research survey types, the population involved are some selected Secondary School students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. A researcher self-developed questionnaire was adopted. The use of simple percentage method was employed to analyze data presented in tabular format.
	Based on the findings, it is revealed according to the opinion of the respondents that the use of Pidgin English should be discouraged, because it has not played any important roles among students. Majority says it has negative effect on their academic performance. Majority of the respondents agreed that Pidgin should not be used as the national language for Nigeria and should not be taught in both public and private school. 
Conclusion
	This research work has examined the effect of Nigeria Pidgin English on academic performance of some selected Secondary School students as the major focus. Their awareness, readiness and gender differences as regards the use of Pidgin English and its data analysis has been done.
	In view of the above, the use of Pidgin in formal setting is advised to be discouraged since it is not given a rightful recognition. It is of uttermost importance that there should be further researches on the use of Pidgin in order to ensure its standardization before it can be given the due recognition in the educational system and the whole country at large. 
Recommendations
Recommendations are made based on the findings.
1. 	It is important to mention here that in spite of the various arguments for and against Pidgin English as a means of effective communication and possible national language; there seem no near alternative to the acceptance yet. Since Pidgin is not been accepted as an official language, it should be controlled because it is eating deep into the till date, English language is standing as our official language. It is commonly used for communication, transaction, instruction, commerce and it also unites us with other countries of the world.
2. 	If Pidgin undergoes thorough and necessary processes of standardization, codification and development, it is likely to gain more prestige and win better recognition in all quarters, than English.
3. 	The researcher recommends the following ways that can aid the standardization of Pidgin English in Nigeria.
	i. 	More textbooks and written materials on Pidgin should be made available. 
ii.	Pidgin should be viewed from the standing point of lexical usage; the orthography and its phonological features should be given proper academic attention in places of higher learning. 
Suggestions for Further Studies
It is essential that further study be conducted on the use of Pidgin in order to ascertain its standardization. Similar study should be carried out in other institutions to prevent further spread of Pidgin English in formal setting, especially in educational setting.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN.
SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES.
Dear Respondent,
     This questionnaire is designed to collect information for a research project titled: “The Impact of Pidgin English on Students’ Academic Performance in Senior Secondary Schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area.”
   All information provided will be treated with utmost confidentiality and used strictly for academic purposes. Kindly answer honestly. Thank you.
                                                                                             Yours Faithfully 
                                                                                          BALOGUN ROFIAT 
SECTION A: Demographic Information
Please tick (✔) the appropriate option.
Gender: Male (    ) Female  (    ) 
Age:13–15 years  (    )  16–18 years  (    ) 19 years and above (    )
Class: SS1   (    )   SS2  (    )  SS3   (    )
School: ____________________________________________________
SECTION B: OPERATIONAL DATA
You are required to tick the answer that corresponds with the following key:
Yes 	              	 (    )
No 		            (    )
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	No

	Q1
	What is the level of usage of Nigeria pidgin English among the secondary school student.  

	1.
	Do you speak Nigerian Pidgin English with your classmates at school?
	
	

	2.
	Do you use Nigerian Pidgin English more often than Standard English in informal conversations?
	
	

	3.
	Do you feel comfortable speaking Nigerian Pidgin English in school?
	
	

	4.
	Do you hear Pidgin English being used frequently around your school environment?
	
	

	5.
	Do you prefer using Nigerian Pidgin English over Standard English when expressing yourself?
	
	

	Q2
	Does Gender Different Affect The Use Of Nigeria Pidgin English 

	6.
	Are male students more likely to speak Pidgin English than female students in your school?
	
	

	7.
	Do you think gender affects how freely students speak Nigerian Pidgin English?
	
	

	8.
	Do you think boys are encouraged more than girls to use Nigerian Pidgin English?
	
	

	9.
	Do you personally speak more Pidgin English than most students of the opposite gender?
	
	

	10.
	Have you noticed any difference in the way boys and girls use Nigerian Pidgin English?
	
	

	Q3
	What are the impact of pidgin English on student academic performance

	11.
	Has using Pidgin English affected how well you write in Standard English?
	
	

	12.
	Do you sometimes include Pidgin English in your written assignments by mistake?
	
	

	13.
	Has a teacher ever corrected you for using Pidgin English in class?
	
	

	14.
	Do you think speaking Pidgin English affects your performance in English Language?
	
	

	15.
	Has using Pidgin English helped you understand your subjects better?
	
	

	Q4
	What are the factors contributing to student usage of pidgin English in senior secondary school.

	16.
	Do your friends influence you to speak Pidgin English?
	
	

	17.
	Do your parents or siblings speak Pidgin English at home?
	
	

	18.
	Do your teachers sometimes use Pidgin English during lessons?
	
	

	19.
	Do you speak Pidgin English because it is easier for you to understand?
	
	

	20.
	Do you learn or pick up Pidgin English from movies, music, or social media?
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