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ABSTRACT
     This study was carried out to investigate the secondary school student’s perception on the choice of agricultural science as a carrier. Five co-educational secondary schools were selected in Ilorin east local government area of Kwara state. The sample was selected by using systematic random sampling technique. The instrument used was questionnaire, which was prepared for both the teachers and students and average weighted responses (AWR) as tool of analysis. Results show that there is no significant different between the perception of male and female students towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background To The Study
     Agriculture has been regarded as the oldest industry or occupation for mankind since his existence on earth surface.
    The term Agriculture according to Akinsanmi (1990) is derived from word Latin words AGER meaning Field and CULTRAL Cultivation. Nowadays the tem agriculture has been given a broad meaning as the production of-plant and animals for man's use. It covers not only the cultivation of soil and management of crops and livestock but also the preparation plant and animal products. for man's use and the disposal of these products by marketing.
    The development of agriculture as an art has been from ancient time as practiced by the people ci ancient kingdoms such as Babyloman kingdom and Aztees of North American. About 6,000 B.C after many years of primitive living as hunters and food gatherers man learned to grow crops:
    Nevertheless, the development of agriculture as a science has advanced over the years, there had been a buildup of agricultural knowledge but there was no experimental crop. In fact the advancement of science was blocked by the general acceptance of a speculative scheme advanced by the Greek philosophers Aristotle (384 - 322) who held the believe that all matters consistence of four important elements of earth, water, air and fire.
    The foundation of modern agriculture was laid in Europe during the industrial revolution in 18th century (1990) when land tools were replaced with machines. The European government then seized the advantage of these development and encouraged the farmers to accept this change by assisting them with funds, so the famers adopted mechanization and the use of commercial fertilizer in place of the animal manure. Gradually farmers advanced from their subsistence farming to a commercial farming so as to earn their living.
     Nigeria as a developing country has not has not deviate from her primitive method of from her primitive farming. They still depend manly on the subsistence famers and importation of food for the sustainers of her populees while she have many graduates scientists and able men who are jobless.
       This problem of food shortage could be traced back to the attitudes of government towards agriculture, influence of parents towards their children choice of agricultural science as a carrier. Everybody want to have a white collar Job such as director, doctor accountant e.t.c. their response towards agriculture is very poor? Okebukola (1986) said the attitude of student determines his disposition to school work and how well he will use his Knowledge. The success of a child in any science subject lays on his attitudes and perception towards the subject. Azeke (1997) stated that the nature of conception or misconception formed by students may be responsible for the type of attitude they form. The attitude may be positive or negative and this may invariably affect students performance either positively or negatively. It is based on this premise that the researcher set out to determine among other things the perception of secondary school students towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
      The system of our education in Nigeria, 6.3;3;4 system of education, main motive at the secondary school level is that students should be built basically on academic and vocational subjects. The first three years in secondary school (J.S.S), is for pre-vocational and academic and second three years for vocational and academic. The system is to build up the students with both theoretical and practical aspect of any vocation subject like agricultural science and others.
    The system is established purposely to curb the problem of food shortage and unemployment of graduates which might constitute economic handicap in the nation. Akinsanmi (1980) states that the trend for young people nowadays to become self employed accounts for the popularity of agricultural as a vocation.
1.3 Purpose of the Study
    The purpose of the study is to find out the students perception towards the choice of agriculture science as a carrier. It is also to find out whether students perceptions differ base on sex and whether parents have an influence on students choice of carrier.
    There will also be an indication of whether teachers years of experience and qualification has an influence on students perceptions towards the choice of agricultural science as future carrier Ukeje (1996) states that the teachers education programme must be designed not only to expose the students teachers to the national education goals and objective but to inculcate the value inherent in them first to the student teacher who in tum would expected to inculcate these values in their students.
1.4 Research Questions
This study is set to find answers to the following, questions
· Does the perception of students towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier differ base on sex (gender)?
· Does the parents' occupation have an influence on students' choice of agricultural science as a carrier?
· What are the relationship between students attitudes and their choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
1.5 Research Hypotheses
The following hypotheses are of interest
· There is no significant different between the perception male students and female students towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
· There is no significant relationship between the parents' occupation and students' perception towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
· There is no significant different relationship between students' attitude towards the choice of agriculture as a carrier.
1.6 Significance of the Study
     This study is significant because it will provide information to educators which are involved in the curriculum planning to make an adequate provisions, so as to meet up with students needs in order to influence their perception positively towards agriculture.
   Also it will provide information to the school administrators, making them realize the importance of agricultural science and this will enable them to handle the course with care and also give it to the person that is specialized in it to teach in their schools.
    Being aware of the attitudes put on by students this will enable the teachers to use his/her initiatives to select an appropriate method of teaching suitable for agricultural science, so as to enable them to encourage their students towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.

1.7 Delimitation or Scope of the Study
    The research is to carryout investigations about secondary school Students' perception towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier. The research is limited to some selected secondary schools in ilorin east Local Government. There are twenty-two (22) secondary schools in the local government two of which are male only and remaining twenty are co-educational (mixed). Five mixed schools were selected out of the twenty schools through the use of systematic random sampling technique. The twenty mixed school were selected in alphabetical order and every 5th schools are selected. The selection was done in order to make work easier aid not to be sex bias. Listed below are the selected schools.
· Army Day Secondary School Ilorin.
· Cherubim and Seraphim College, Ilorin.
· Government Day Secondary School, Aiyetoro-oja.
· Okelele Secondary School, Ilorin.
· Tetegun Comprehensive High School, Apado.


1.8Definition of Terms
Vocational Education: it is training or retraining, which is given in schools under public supervision and control. It is conducted as part of programme designed to prepare individual for gaining employment as semi-skilled or skilled worker or technical or sub-professionals in recognized occupations or to prepare individual for enrollment- in advance technical educational programme.
Perception: it is phenomena of both experience and directive for action. Is the conscious experience of sensory input but perceiving is actually a much more complex action.
Attitude: Attitude can be defined as settled behaviour or manner of acting, a representative of feeling or opinion about something. It is also a way of feeling, thinking towards something.
School Curriculum: this is an educational programmes prepared for formal education programmes in the schools. It comprises of all the subjects and extra-curriculum activities of the schools.
Civil Servants: Public workers.
CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
 2.1 Concept Of agriculture science As a Vocation
     Agriculture based on its description or definition as the production of plant (crops) and animal for man’s use, there is no doubt its been regarded as a vocational subject rather than classroom study.
   Just immediately after the second world war, reactions started to focus on the need for vocational education. Some people mostly from academic stream put up argument that academic kills should continue to be main focus in our public school they came up in their defence that “vocational education is only meant for those students who cannot attain the minimum requirement for further studies in the academic field, this they classified as student with low ability”. They further pointed out that style of education for these students with low ability should based purely on psychomotor domain that would enable them to acquire competency in any area of interest in vocational education.
   Oyedele (1996) however, define vocational education as organized education programme which is directly related to the preparation of individual for paid employment (job) or for additional preparation for a carrier (occupation) requiring other than a baccalaureate or advance degree. He also noted that vocational education is relatively new in literature of Nigeria education, although, it is as old as civilization itself.
   The reason for vocational education as stated by Ijaiya (1994) as follows:
1. To cater for a wide range of talent.
2. To lay the basis for self – employment and self- reliance.
3. To emphasize skill training seeks to inculcate the right attitude in the youth towards the used of their lands.
  Therefore, the issues of self-employment and self- reliance in Nigeria called for the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
    Akinsanmi (1990) asserted that the trends for young people nowadays to become self-employed account for the popularity of agriculture science as a vocation.
    Olaitan (1994) out listed the objectives of agriculture science as vocation to secondary school levels as following:
· To provide students with adequate skills to make a living and progressively advance in farming.
· To advance in food production through improvement of agriculture production.
· To provide occupation entry level skills in agriculture to interested secondary school students.
· To prepare student adequate for production and marketing of commodities efficiently.
· To prepare secondary school students for conservation of soil and other natural resources.
2.2 Carrier Opportunities In Agriculture
    Choosing   of carrier is choosing of life Prosser and Giuglez (1998) averted that work is life, student differ in their require abilities whether he will be employed at all after schooling are some of the question that appropriate occupational choice tries to answer shortcut and Morgan (1991) asserted that choosing a carrier is choosing a life. Choosing a life today is choosing both from ultimate and shrinking option. Many writers have expressed concern over the problem of occupation choice among secondary school students.
      According to JAMB, UTME, and DE BROCHURE (2001/2002), the following are agriculture courses available in our country universities for first degree: B. Agric. B.sc (Hons) B. Tech (Hons) B. Agriculture, Technology in Agricultural , Agricultural Biology, Agricultural Economics, Agricultural Economics and Extension, Agricultural Economics and farm management Agricultural and Rural Development Agronomy, Animal Production, Animal Science Crop. Production, Crop Science, Environmental Management, Farm Management, Farm Management and Agro-extension, Fisheries; food Science and Technology, Forestry, Forestry Engineering, Forestry and Environmental Management, Forestry and wool Technology, hotel Management and Tourism, Landscape Horticulture, Nutrition and Dietetic plant Science, Soil Science, Textile Science, Toxicology, Wildlife as well as wildlife and fishery. There become self-employed and self-reliant and more also provide an employment for other people.
    A veterinary doctor can be employed in any well established private or government sector to work or he can establish as on his own and whenever the need for them arises people go there to call them to help them treat their diseased and ill animals.
   Somebody with forestry and wood technology can be employed as a director in forestry department in governmental organization Likewise, somebody with forestry and range management can be employed to work in any of our game reserve.
    However, an average old person can engage in any of animal rearing farm, so as to keep his body and soul together.
2.3 Influence of Parents on Students' Choice of Carrier
    It is a clear says that home is the first agent of socialization, where a child receives his/her first education. The education received is regarded as traditional education and the teachers are all member of his family and the neighbours. Sung (1998) define home as a cell of society. He argues that at home children and youth received considerable educational influence, that home are revolutionized and that the social way of life is thoroughly established there, so that home itself will exert revolutionary influence on children. Achebe (1997) maintain that and other member of the family, friends, interest and needs affect youth occupational choice. Venkata (1990) noted parental influences on child's occupational choice. In a research carried out, he found that patents exerted 46% influence on their children's choice of occupation.
    An important difficulty confronting young people is the fact that they lack knowledge about the activities involved in different occupations. In view of difficulties Olayinka Uba (1994), stated that parents who have little information about occupational tends to expect their children to seek those occupations which they considered well paid or have prestige in the community regardless of the availability of openings, talent and interest.
    However, parents may one way or the other dictate a choice of carrier for their children through a kind of behaviours and attitude put on by them. 
    Donog Hue (1995) carried out study on behavioural traits of parents. His finding indicated that the total pattern of parents' attitudes and behaviours are closely associated with the child's attitudes. Parental influence on child's choice of occupation might be negative or positive. Miller (1998) also carried out a study on parental attitudes to find out its influence on their children. His study indicated that positive parental attitude and behaviours about world of work foetal occupational maturity while negative attitude and behaviour about world of work appeared to impede it.
    Moreover, the child and parental relationship has been counted as been significant in choice of carrier: Mude Ibum (1991) identified the child/parent relationship as very essential since parents are directly involved in the choice making of an adolescent and seeks of professional occupational help. Olaitan (1994) related that responses from questionnaires have show that most parents who were either engineers, doctors or that are in any other professional carrier would not allow their children to take carrier in agricultural science.
     Denga (1995) and Diven (1999), both asserted that most parent got involved in the occupational choice of their children in order to ensure that their own occupational dreams are fulfilled by their children. This is to say there is a tendency for a parent to regard his child as his second chance. Whose future can compensate for the paternal vocational disappointment and frustration?
   In research carried out on source of conflicts between the home and the children, Ipaye (1993) discovered that educated parents seems to be more at fault than the illiterate parents on the matter of carrier guidance. In his explanation, he said that many parents do not understand the relationship between interest, ability, personality, individual health, one's life goal, value and success at work. So, most parents tend to impose jobs that is of interest to them so as to defend their selfish interest and neglect their child's academic potentiality and individual worth (dignity).
   Consequently, the choice of agricultural science centered on parents background and child's wishes. Similarly, Macrae (1994) noted that a child's account of his occupational preference in merely an echo of the wishes of his parents. Cromer (1996) support parental advise regarding their children's choice of agricultural science. He stressed that parents should discuss vocational choice (that is agricultural science) with their children to find out what they want, to do and help to guide them in the choice of agriculture so as to limit the life style of dependent in our society.
2.4 Attitude of Students Toward the Choice of Agricultural Science as a Carrier
    According to Mukih Erjee (1998) the term attitude referred to one's feelings, thoughts and predispositions to behave in some particular manner towards some aspects of one's environment. On the other hands he said that perception implies the psychological process occurring in the brains of the organisms leading to the organization and interpretation of sensory information received from the stimulus or stimuli. Perception mechanisms include analysis, synthesis and integration of sensory information.
   With respect to the above statements one can easily conclude that one's perception is been reflect in one's attitudes that is to say one's behaviour is been determined by one's interpretation to information.
   Students attitudes toward agriculture can be an important contributing factor to their failure in choosing agricultural science as a carrier. Emina (1996) asserted that the change that can be achieved through education do not lies solely in cognitive or intellectual skills but also in affective orientation. Okebukola (1996) reported that attitude of students determines is disposition to schoolwork and how well he would use his knowledge. Aremu (1997) also reported that there is a significant relationship between students’ attitude and school academic performance. He therefore, opined that if students' attitude can be changed, toward science, the performance in science subjects would improve and is expected that more students will be taking science subjects like agriculture and others.
   According to Azeke (1997) the nature of conception or misconception perception formed by students may be responsible for the type of attitude hey form. The attitude may be positive or negative and it may be invariably affects students performance either positively or negatively.
    Adegboyega (1991) asserted that students negative attitudes toward mathematic is one of the major, factors causing poor performance in the subject, similarly, the negative attitudes put on by students contribute to their poor response in choosing agriculture as a carrier. Olaitan (1994) asserted that student develop negative attitude towards agricultural science because it does not deviate significantly from traditional practice at home and they conclude that the agricultural science teacher has nothing further to offer them. Also Salako (1984) revealed in his study that "most students hate working in the farm, which are regarded as dirty job"
     However, agricultural science is being regarded as an important tool or instrument which can get Nigerians out of problem of unemployment and shortage of food.
       In regard to gender (sex) Nwosu (1998) observed that the girls failed to study science subjects due to their negative attitude on anything called science. They count agricultural science as been more tedious and energy chopping than any other vocation like carpenter, tailoring and typing. Thereby they regard agriculture as male venture.
2.5 Interest of Students Towards Agriculture
     It is noted that individual tend to perceive according to their interest and value. This is observed in experiment conducted by a psychologist on perception, that when black and white American children with pro-Negro and anti-Negro attitude were asked to rank a collection of photographs of both black and white children in order of their preferences, their ranking revealed evidence that their preferences were guided by their respective attitude toward Negroes.
    Students tend to choose the carrier that is of more interest and value to them. It is said that interest is significant to learning, learning take place when there is interest. Also what you value is what you will appreciate and also want to have. Interest can only be arouse by using incentive which is regarded as reinforcement. Fante (1992) in his research, find out that lack of incentive or motivation for the make them loose interest in agricultural science. It is also noted that secondary school students are forced to cultivate in the school and in their individual farm plot, the farm been managed by students till the time of harvesting and the produce been taken by the school authority without giving an incentive to the students who take part in the practical work. This act kills the interest of the students and makes them feel as if agriculture is a form of slavery practice.
    Ologun toye (1991) asserted that stimulating and relevant courses to the students will attract an overwhelming enthusiastic response and alternative from the students’ sluggish dull response. Olaitan (1994) says that students will create more interest in practical agriculture if they are exposed to the use of modern implement or machines such as tractors, planters, sprayer, harvester etc, the use of different types of machine and chemical rather than the traditional implement which involves the excessive use of energy and causes premature death.
   However, if students could create interest in agricultural science, there would not be problem of unemployment and food shortage in Nigeria.
2.6 Appraisal of Related Literatures Reviewed
Vocational education is to cater for wide-range of talents, self- employment and self-reliance. Akinsanmi (1990) ascertained that the trends for young people nowadays to become self-employed accounts for the popularity of agricultural science. But students shows negative attitude towards the choice of agricultural science and due to parents influence, students have wrong conception towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.












CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Introduction
    This chapter consist of various procedures adopted by the researcher in collecting information about the perception students towards the choice agricultural science in secondary schools. This chapter discuss the research design, targeted population, sample and sampling procedure, instrument of the study, validity of the instruments, reliability of the instrument and data analysis procedure.
3.2 Research Design
  The researcher adopted the survey design method for this study. Danga and Ali (1993) described survey design as the best design to be used for a descriptive research, which aimed at collecting large and small sample from the large population.
3.3 Target Population
   The targeted population for this study include all the senior secondary schools, science students in Ilorin East Local Government of Kwara State.
3.4 Sample and Sampling Technique
    The population sample for this study includes some selected secondary schools in florin East Local Government. There are twenty-two secondary schools in the local government, twenty mixed and two male only. Five mixed schools were selected out of the twenty mixed schools. The systematic random sampling technique was adopted for the sampling procedure. The twenty school were rearranged in alphabetical order and every fifth (5th) schools were selected.
3.5 Instrument of the Study
   The instrument adopted for the study was questionnaire. The questionnaire was constructed by the researcher, aimed at eliciting the required information from the respondents opinion.
3.6 Validity of the instrument
     The validity of the instrument was establish by contact and face validity.
    Validity of an instrument related to whether it measures what its meant to measure. This was ascertained by giving the questionnaire 10 an expert in agricultural science department in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
3.7 Reliability of the Instrument
   Reliability is the, level of consistency or stability of a measurement. The test-retest measure w is adopted.
   For this study, the reliability of the instrument was established after it as been administered to twenty respondents (20) respondents comprising of SS II class students of agricultural science who do not form part of the final selection were selected to respond to the instruments. The scores were recorded three weeks later, the same twenty students were also administered with the same questionnaire. The scores from the two administration were correlated by means of person product moment correlation. The co-efficient correlation was 0.68.
3.8 Administration of the Instrument
  Ninety-five students’ opinion questionnaires were personally distributed to students in the selected schools. Eighty- seven of the questionnaire were well filled but eight (8) were taken for analysis.
   The questionnaire was administered with cooperation of the agricultural science teachers in each of the selected schools. Equally, the available agricultural teachers were given a copy of teachers' opinion questionnaire to fill.
3.9 Data Analysis Technique
In computing the data, the researcher made use of calculator which makes her work easily and accurately. Simple percentage, average weighted responds and chi-square scientific method were adopted for answering the research questions and testing of the hypotheses.
                                                      E(fo-fe)2
                              Chi-square e2 =      Fe 
Where 
e2 = Chi-square , e = summation 
Fo = Frequency observed, Fe= Frequency expected 
AWR = A X 3 + V X 2 + D X L
                Initial total response    
CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
4.1 Introduction
    In this chapter, the methods of data analysis would be presented. The results in tables of data analysis would also be discussed.
4.2 Method Of Data Analysis 
    Each research question would be stated. The appropriate data values would be presented and discussed. The following table 4.1 shows the overall perception of student towards the choice of agriculture science, as a career. 
Table 4.1:- summary of student responses on their perception towards choosing agriculture science as a career. 
	Items 
	Total response 
	Agreed (%)
	Undecided (%) 
	Disagreed 

	1.
	80 (100)
	57 (71.25)
	3 (3.75) 
	20 (25)

	2.
	80 (100)
	50 (62.5) 
	6 (7.5)
	24 (30)

	3.
	80 (100)
	38 (47.5)
	7 (8.7)
	35 (43.75)

	4.
	80 (100)
	24 (30)
	7 (8.75)
	49 (61.25)

	5.
	80 (100)
	17 (21.25)
	6 (7.5)
	57 (71.25)

	6.
	80 (100) 
	34 (42.5)
	0 (0) 
	46 (57.5)

	7.
	80 (100)
	26 (323)
	4 (5)
	50 (62.5)

	8.
	80 (100)
	39 (48.75)
	2 (2.5) 
	39 (48.75)

	9.
	80 (100)
	28 (35)
	4 (5)
	48 (60)

	10.
	80 (100)
	41 (51.25)
	13 (16.25)
	26 (32.5)

	11.
	80 (100)
	35 (43.75)
	10 (12.3)
	35 (43.75)

	12.
	80 (100)
	60 (75)
	3 (3.75)
	17 (21.25)

	13.
	80 (100)
	45 (56.25)
	0 (0)
	35 (43.75)

	14.
	80 (100)
	30 (37.50
	12 (15)
	38 (47.5)

	15.
	80 (100)
	37 (46.25)
	31 (15)
	31 (38.75)


   Out of the 80 questionnaires send out to investigate into students perception in choosing agriculture science as a carrier, about 57 (71.25) of them have the notion that agriculture science is an interesting subject while 20(25) disagreed and 8(8.75) undecided .60(75) responded that agricultural science related to life while the remaining 25% disagreed and undecided,50(62.5) of the responses have the view that agricultural science practical is a tedious work while 24 (30) disagreed with the statement and 6(7.5) could not decide .17 (21.25) of the response have the motive that agricultural science is of no relevance impact on national economic development while 6(7.5) could not decide and fifth-seven disagreed with the statement because they realized the importance of agriculture to the nation.
       Likewise, 24(30) 0f the responses thought that agricultural science is very simple and can be handled by any teacher irrespective of his discipline 7(8.75)could not decide and the remaining 49(61.25 disagreed .
      On the qualification of agricultural science teachers, the investigator collected the data presented in table 4.2 below.
  Table 4.2: Summary of responses of teachers’ qualifications
	QUALIFICATION
	NO.OF TEACHER
	PERCENTAGE(%)

	ONDyy
	           ------
	          ------

	NCE agric 
	             1
	         (12.5)

	HND
	           ------
	          ------

	B.sc (Hons)Agric
	              4
	           (50)

	B.sc(ed) Agric
	              2
	          (25)

	M.sc
	           -------
	          -------

	Other (NCE,Bio/Int/Sc
	              1
	          (12.5)


    Out of the selected school ,8 teacher respond to the questionnaire given correctly and sincerely. Out of the 8(100) responses 1(12.5) is qualified to teach agricultural science at J.S.S level and 2 (25) are equally qualified  to teach S.S level while the remaining 4 (50) B.sc (Hon) and other science related 12.5% are not expected to teach agriculture science because they lack the skills involved in teaching the subject.
   The investigator collected some data on the years of experience of the available agricultural science teachers. The data for this information are provided in the table 4.3 below:  
Table 4.3: Summary of responses on length of teaching experience of agricultural science teachers.  
	YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
	NUMBER OF TEACHERS (%)

	5- 10 years 
11- 15 years
16 and above 
	        4 (50)
        3 (37.5)
         1 (12.5)


      Out of the available responses 4 (5) of them have at least 5- 10 years teaching experience and the remaining 50% are above 10 years, that is to say, we have most of our agriculture science teachers as been experienced.
Research Question one 
   Does the perception of the students towards the choice of agriculture science as a carrier differ base on sex (gender)?
    This question would be answered by using the data in table 4.4 below : 
Table 4.4: Summary of student’s responses on their perception towards the choice of agriculture science. 
	No
	Questionnaire items 
	                                           Responses 

	
	
	MALE 
	FEMALE 

	
	
	Agreed (%)
	Undecided (%) 
	Disagreed (%) 
	Agreed (%) 
	Undecided (%)
	Disagreed (%) 

	1.
	Agricultural science is an interesting subject . 
	29(22.5) 
	3(7.5) 
	8(20) 
	28(70) 
	
	12(30)

	2.
	Agricultural science practical are tedious 
	24(60) 
	4(10) 
	12 (30) 
	26(65) 
	2(5) 
	12(30) 

	3. 
	Agricultural Science practical is a dirty job.  
	17(42.5) 
	4(10)
	19(47.5) 
	12(52.5) 
	3(7.5) 
	16(40)

	4. 
	Agricultural science is very simple and it can be thought by any teacher.
	12(30) 
	4(10) 
	`24(60) 
	12(30) 
	3(7.5) 
	25(62.5) 

	5.
	Auricular has no relevant influence on national economy.    
	11(27.5) 
	3(7.5) 
	26(65)
	6(15) 
	3(7.5) 
	31(77.5) 

	6.
	Agricultural science meant for men only. 
	16(40) 
	
	24(60) 
	18(45) 
	
	22(55) 


   Based on the above data there is little or slight different in the scores of male and female students in their perception towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
Research Hypothesis one
     There is no significant difference between the perception of male students and female students towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
This hypothesis was tested by using the data provided in table 4.5 below:
Table 4.5: Summary of a 3 X 2 contingency, table of Chi-Square.
	Sex 
	Agreed 
	Undecided 
	Disagreed 
	Row total 

	Female 
	111(110) 
	11(14.5) 
	118(115.5)
	240

	Male 
	109(110) 
	18(14.5)
	113(115.5) 
	240 

	Column total 
	220
	29
	231
	480  


Discussion of result in table 4.5, using the degree of freedom of z at significant level of 0.05, the calculated X2 Value =1.81 and its corresponding critical table value is 5.99. Since x2 calculated is less than X2 table the original null hypothesis is not rejected. Hence, the conclusion for this research hypotheses is that there is no significant different between the perception of male students and female students towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
Research Question Two
    Does the parents' occupation have an influence on students' choice of agricultural science as a carrier?
      This question would be answered by using the data in table 4.6 below:
Table 4.6: Summary of responses on parental influence on child's choice of carrier.
	No
	Questionnaire items 
	                                    Responses 

	
	
	Civic servant  
	Self employed 

	
	
	Agreed (%)
	Undecided (%) 
	Disagreed (%) 
	Agreed (%) 
	Undecided (%)
	Disagreed (%) 

	7. 
	Student from education background do not ventured into agricultural science 
	10(22.7) 
	2(4.6)
	32(72.7)
	16(44.4) 
	2(5.6)
	18(50)

	8.
	My parent’s occupation has no effect on my choice of agricultural sciences as a carrier.
	13(26.5)
	2(46)
	29(69.9) 
	26(72.2)
	
	10(27.8)

	9.
	My parent’s dictated my choice of carrier  
	20(45.5) 
	4(9)
	10(44.5)
	8(22.2) 
	
	28(77.8) 

	10.
	Less privilege student’s ventures into agricultural. 
	31(70.4) 
	11(25)
	29(4.6)
	10(27.8)
	2(5.6)
	24(66.6) 


    With the above present data, one can easily concluded that students from educational background normally obey the wishes of their parents in choosing carrier. 'This can be justified from the view of civil servants' children with 31 (70.4%) of them agreed that agricultural science is meant for the less privilege (poor) students while 11 (25%) could not decide and 2(4.6) disagreed with the nation.
Research Hypotheses Two
     There is no significant relationship between the parents' occupation and students' perception towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
    The hypotheses will be tested by using the data provided in table 4.7below:
Table 4.7: Summary of a 3 X2 contingency table of Chi-square
	Occupation 
	Agreed 
	Undecided 
	Disagreed 
	Row total 

	Civic servant 
	74(40.7)  
	19(12.6) 
	83(89.6)
	176 

	Self employed
	60(60.3)
	4(10.35) 
	80(73.3)
	144

	Column total 
	134
	23
	163
	320


    Using the degree of freedom of 2 at significant level of 0.05. the calculated value of X2 =35.4 and tabulated value X2 = 5.99. Since the X2 calculated is greater than the X2 tabulated the hypothesis is rejected. Hence, the conclusion for the research hypothesis two is that there is significant relationship between the parents occupation und students' perception towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
Research Question Three
      What are the relationship between students' attitude and their choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
This research question would be answered by using the data in table4.8 below:

Table 4.8: Summary ef students' attitudes responses
	No 
	Questionnaire items  
	                           Responses 

	
	
	Total response 
	Agree (%)
	Undecided (%)
	Disagree (%)

	11.
	I preferred white-collar job to agricultural practice.
	80(100)
	35(43.75) 
	10(12.5)
	35(43.75) 

	12.
	I like agricultural science because is related to life. 
	80(100)
	60(75) 
	3(3.75) 
	17(21.25)

	13.
	I enjoy agricultural science practical. 
	80(100)
	45(56.25) 
	
	35(43.75) 

	14.
	I like joining framers club.
	80(100)
	30(37.5) 
	12(15)
	38(47.5)

	15.
	I aspire to read agricultural related course. 
	80(100)
	37(46.25)
	12(15)
	31(38.75) 


   Out of the 80 (100%) responses, about 60 (75%) of them agreed that they like agricultural because it is related to life but when it comes to chosen it as a carrier, the percentage dropped from 75% to 46.25% (i.e from 60 responses to 37). This shows that very few of them aspired to read courses related to agricultural science.
Research Hypothesis Three
    There is no significant relationship between students' attitude towards the choice agricultural science as a carrier.
     The hypothesis was tested using the Average Weighted Responses A.V.R. To compute attitude responses using AWR the data in table 4.9 was used.
Table 4.9: Summary of students' attitudes responses data.
	Agreed 
	Undecided  
	Disagreed 
	Total 

	207
	37
	156
	400 


    The empirical weights was 1.2 and 3 allocated to disagreed, undecided and agreed respectively. The AWR was 2.1, which shows that the attitudes is no significant (i.e negative attitude). Therefore the null hypothesis three is not rejected, so there is no significant relationship between attitude towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.





CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Introduction
   This chapter comprises of the summary of the findings, conclusion, recommendation and suggestions for further studies.
5.2 Summary of the Findings
The study was carried out to investigate the students' perception on the choice of agricultural science as a carrier in secondary schools.
The formulated hypotheses are:
Ho1: there is no significant difference between the perception of male students and female students towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
Ho2: There is no significant relationship between the parents' occupation and students' perception towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
Ho3: There is no significant relationship between the students' attitudes towards the choice agricultural science as a carrier.
     Five co-educational secondary schools were selected in Ilorin East local Government Area of Kwara State. The selection was thought the use systematic were random sampling method. Ninety-five SS II and III students were randomly sampled but eighty of the questionnaires were computed. Eight available agricultural science teachers were used for the collection of the study information.
     Survey design method yyXused and questionnaire were used as instrument for data collection. The result of the investigation shows that perception of students was not differ based on gender, parents' occupation has a relationship as their child's choice of agricultural science as a carrier and students show negative attitude towards the choice of agricultural science as a carrier. And if things go on as it were, problem of unemployment and food shortage will continue in the society.
      Nwosu (1988) observed that the girls failed to study science subjects due to their negative attitude on any thing called science subjects while it is no only girls in the case of this finding, both gender shows negative attitudes towards agricultural science. Macrae (1994) also asserted that a child's account of his occupational carrier preference is merely an echo at the wishes of his parents which was also detected in investigation carried out that parents influence students choice of agricultural science as a Carrier.
5.3 Conclusion
   The study shows that parents do dictated carrier choice for their children without considering their interest or their academic potentiality. In whatever man wants to engage in on this earth, interest is very important and also his academic ability. What you have interest in is what you value and one's value dictates one's attitude towards certain things and how well you perform in it. Okebukola (1996) stated that the student determined his disposition to schoolwork and how well he will use his knowledge.
    Also the study shows that students shows negative attitudes towards the choice of agricultural sciences despite the fact that majority of science courses required agricultural science or biology to meet up the university requirement.
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APPENDIX
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR AGRIC SCIENCE TEACHERS (TOQ)
      The purpose of this questionnaire is to find out some of the problems confronting students' choice of agricultural science as a career in secondary school.
    Please endeavour to respond to every item. All responses with be treated confidentially.
    Put a tick  [v] in the appropriate column as applies to you.
1. Sex Male: [ ] Female [ ]|
2. Your Highest Qualification : OND [ ] NCE Agric [ ] HND [ ] B.sc [] B.sc (Ed) Agric [ ]  M.sc [ ] Others []
3. How frequent do you use any of the following teaching methods in teaching agricultural science?
Please indicate by ticking [V] the correct on that is applied to you.

	Method 
	Often 
	Sometime 
	Never 

	Demonstration 
	
	
	

	Field trip 
	
	
	

	Project method 
	
	
	

	Laboratory method 
	
	
	

	Discussion method
	
	
	

	Problem solving 
	
	
	

	Discovery method 
	
	
	










STUDENTS' OPINION QUESTIONNAIRE (SOQ)
Department of Agricultural Science,
Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
Dear Respondents
   This questionnaire is designed to help the researcher have a thorough insight into secondary school students perception on the choice of agricultural science as a carrier.
    The researcher will be highly delighted if you can tick (V) the correct information applicable to you, so as to enable her achieve her primary objectives.
All responses would be treated confidentially.
SECTION A
Put a tick in the appropriate column as it applies to you.
1. Sex :Male [] Female []
2. Parent's Occupation Civil Servant [ ] Self Employed [ ] Employed (Jobless) []	
SECTION B
A- Agree   UN- Undecided  D- Disagree 
	S/N
	ITEM 
	AGREED  
	UNDECIDED 
	DISAGREED 

	1.
	Agricultural science is an interesting subject.
	
	
	

	2.
	Agricultural science practical is tedious.
	
	
	

	3.
	Agricultural science practical is a dirty job.
	
	
	

	4.
	Agricultural science is very simple and it can be thought by any teacher.
	
	
	

	5.
	Agricultural science has relevant national wide economy development.
	
	
	

	6.
	Agricultural science is meant for men only.
	
	
	

	7.
	Student from educated background don't ventured into agricultural science of agricultural science as a carrier.
	
	
	

	8.
	My parents detailed my choice of carrier.
	
	
	

	9.
	Less privilege students ventured into agriculture.
	
	
	


	10.
	I preferred white collar job to agricultural practice.
	
	
	

	11.
	I like agricultural science because it is related to life.
	
	
	

	12.
	I enjoy agricultural science practical.
	
	
	

	13.
	I aspired to read agricultural science related course. 
	
	
	

	14.
	I like joining farmer's club
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