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ABSTARCT
This study investigates the factors associated with mass failure of students in English Language in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The investigation is guided by five purposes and five research questions; literature review was carried out in relation to the variables under consideration. “Descriptive survey” design is used in order to allow the researchers make inferences and generalisation of the population by selecting sample used for the study. In obtaining information from the study, one hundred 100 respondents were randomly selected through simple random sampling technique from five (5) sampled schools. A structured questionnaire which is made up of twenty (20) items was constructed in line with the research variables. Data obtained were scored and analysed using the percentage statistical method. Based on the findings, it was revealed that negative attitude of students towards learning of English; the dominance of mother tongue; lack of qualified English teachers; lack of instructional materials and teachers’ use of instructional methods of teaching are causes of students’ mass failure in English in JSS. Based on the findings of this research work, the following recommendations were made that the Government and the proprietors of schools should provide and monitor the appropriate application of instructional/infrastructural materials in learning and teaching of English. Teachers should always attend seminars and workshops as well as use appropriate teaching skills. Government and proprietors of schools should employ only those who are qualified to teach English language using certificate as first criterion. Government/proprietors should provide and monitor the accurate use of language laboratory to aver the problem of mass failure; also students should embrace the positive attitudes in learning English and rather get rid negative ones. Teachers should always make use of appropriate methods of teaching in the teaching-learning of English language.
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I

CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION 
Background to the Study
The exact time of the advent of English language in Nigeria cannot be pinpointed. However, some historical records have it that English language in Nigeria dates back from the 14th century when Europeans began to source for slaves in Africa, through the period of the activities of the 11th century as schools, Hospitals and Churches were introduced with the need to interact with those missionaries. English gradually obtained the status of the language of wider communication and this was pragmatic as a result of the multi-lingual context in Nigeria. English language has gradually become a lingual Franca and a national language.
Today, the place of English language in Nigeria cannot be overemphasized. It is the official language in schools for teaching and learning. In line with this, National policy on Education (2004) noted that English language as a medium of instruction is compulsory at all levels and a pass at credit level is a prerequisite to move to the next level. In addition, Sansaki, (2013) describes it as the world’s language.
Despite all these important roles English plays, it is very unfortunate that students still perform below the expectation. The issue of mass failure of students in English language in junior secondary school in Nigeria is moving from bad-to-worse year-by-year. There is a public outcry as regards students’ mass failure in English from parents, educational stake holders and educationists. 
Many scholars have tried to ascertain the issue of mass failure of students in English language in senior secondary schools. To Oluwole, (2018) he is of the view that “having difficulty in grasping fully the contents and concepts of the various of the curriculum taught in the target language is seen to be one of the most serious problem that English as a second language students face in their particular course of study. Fema, (2019) was of the view that “a person is functionally literate when he/she acquired the knowledge and skills in all those activities in which literacy is normally assumed in his culture of group”. Better still, all their efforts have appeared not to have yielded positive result on the issue of mass failure of students in SSCE.
Therefore, it is against the above background that the researcher has chosen to carry out investigation on this topic. To find out the factors associated with mass failure of students in English in junior secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. 


Statement of the Problem 
	Perhaps not much attention has been given to the performance of students in junior secondary school subjects in recent years. This neglect, no doubt has relegated this junior subjects to the background in our junior secondary certificate examination. The poor performance is caused by many factors such as; students ineffective study techniques, quality of teachers and method of teaching, the parent’s inability to provide useful materials like textbooks, exercise books and school fees and problem of inadequate instructional materials for teaching and learning of English language in schools.
In philosophical view of these causes, this study therefore is specifically designed to assess the factors associated with mass failure of English language in junior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of this study was to investigate the factors associated with of mass failure among English Language students in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Specifically, this research seeks to find out if:
1. Negative attitudes of students towards learning of English cause mass failure of students in Junior Secondary School.
2. The dominance of mother tongue causes students’ mass failure in English in Junior Secondary School.
3. Lack of qualified English teachers causes mass failure of students in English in Junior Secondary School.
4. Lack of instructional/infrastructural facilities affects students’ mass failure in English in Junior Secondary School.
5. Improper use of methods of teaching causes students’ mass failure in English in Junior Secondary School.
Research Questions:
The following research questions were formed to guide the study:
1. Do the negative attitudes of students towards learning of English cause mass failure of students in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State?
2. Does the dominance of mother tongue causes students’ mass failure in English in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State?
3. Does lack of qualified English teachers causes mass failure of students in English in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State?
4. Does lack of instructional/infrastructural facilities affects students’ mass failure in English in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
Research hypothesis 
1. Negative attitudes of students towards learning English significantly cause mass failure in Junior Secondary Schools in Ilorin West LGA.
2. The dominance of the mother tongue significantly causes students’ mass failure in English in Junior Secondary Schools in Ilorin West LGA.
3. Lack of qualified English teachers significantly causes mass failure of students in English in Junior Secondary Schools in Ilorin West LGA.
4. Lack of instructional/infrastructural facilities significantly affects students’ mass failure in English in Junior Secondary Schools in Ilorin West LGA.
Significance of the Study 
The student will be able to appreciate the importance of the effective domain like interest and motivation in improving their performance. With this awareness, the student might put up a positive attitude towards English language which will increase their performance and enhance higher grades in junior secondary school certificate examination. Teachers will also be able to adjust their teaching methods and offer remedial helps where they find out that students are putting up a low attitude. State government will also see the need of guidance and counseling in each schools, the ministry of education and curriculum planners for better organization of junior subjects in education.
Scope/Delimitation of the Study
The aim of this project was to find out the factors associated with mass failure among English Language students in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State but, this research work was limited in a geographical scope to cover five different secondary schools found in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Operational Definition of Terms:
English language: language originated from the three Germanic tribes-Angles, Jutes and Saxons, spoken in almost all the nations of the world as a medium of communication. 
Examination: this refers to the periodic test issued to a particular group of people so as to elicit responses as regards previous experiences.
Mass failure: this refers to the enormous backdrop in a particular issue.
Students: a group of individuals to learn and to be taught English language in Ilorin-West LGA, Kwara State.
Causes: the stimulant or motivator of any existing phenomenon.


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW 
This chapter seeks to review the available international, regional literature related to the research topic. The review of literature is drown from expert researchers who have contributed to the researches similar to this study, that is , an investigation into the factors associated with mass failure among English Language students in Junior Secondary School. The review is presented under the following sub-headings: 
· Negative Attitudes of Students Towards the teaching and Learning of English
· The Dominance of Mother Tongue and its Effects On students
· Mass Failure as a Concept in Nigerian 
· Lack of Qualified English Teachers 
· Lack of Infrastructural/instructional Facilities 
· Improper Use of Methods of Teaching. 
· Appraisal of Literature Reviewed 
Negative attitudes of students towards the teaching and learning of English:
According to Oxford Advance Learner’s Dictionary, a learner is an individual who is finding out about a subject or how to do something. That is to say that, a learner is a person trying to acquire certain skills. It defined attitude also as how one thinks and feels about someone or something. Allport (2019) as cited by Sangiry et al. (2016) states that attitudes is mental and natural state of readiness, originated, organised  through experience, exerting a directive influence upon the individual’s response to all objects and situations with which is related. Negative attitude refers to the reluctant and unwillingness of an individual towards a particular phenomenon. Attitude towards the study has great contribution in academic achievement and good study. That is why Henry, in Albedour (2019) noted that; students have great impact to play in the teaching and learning of English language as a second language in secondary schools. Students are to show their readiness and participate positively for effective teaching and learning of English to take place. Ellis, (2019) opines that students’ ability to learn a second language can be influence by their attitudes towards the target language, both positive and negative ways which will in turn affect their good performance in the language’s examination.
Sequel to this, William (2019) in Albedour, (2019) says that the attitude a child has towards a particular subject mostly English language affects his academic performance in examinations. Learning without interest is sterile, however, learning base on a sound motivation always cannot be stopped, he added that positive attitudes towards learning manufactures good performance; while negative attitudes results in poor performance and unproductive performance (in examinations). Students mostly show negative attitudes towards learning English sometimes because they consider it a foreign language that will not be useful to them. Relatively, Mohammed & Wahead, (2011) emphasizes that most students put a kind of negative attitude in learning English language as well as making teachers’ task a difficult one. E.g. most students often refused to buy English textbooks even when they are compelled to do so. According to Brown, (2020), the learner of English as a second language needs to understand and appreciate the white man’s culture in order to understand the language. He went further to say that attitudes are cognitive and affective, that is, they are related to thought as well as to feelings and emotions. This attitudes help to govern how one approaches learning, which in the case of English language require exposure to a difference culture and also to the different task of mastering a subject a second language. Students need to develop serious efforts and cultural differences from theirs too.
In addition, there is a relationship between teacher perceived competencies and students’ self evaluation of learning outcomes. Students learn more when they are motivated and interested in the cause; and in environment in which instructional methods are congruent and in line with their preferences. This is why in Young, Klemz, and Murphy (2013), he highlights the importance of a teacher supporting and motivating students to achieve a higher cognitive level of learning.
In spite of the importance of positive attitudes or interests in learning, most students’ negative attitudes towards learning of English are alarming. This is one among the factors that subjects them to failing English examinations in mass. In support of this, Lovel, (2014), poses that if is poor attitudes of learners that lead to the problem affecting teaching and learning of English, as well as the mass failure in SSCE examinations. This sometimes arises from dislike of the teacher or from the students’ dislike of the subject, teachers’ characters and methods of teaching. In this case, students show negative attitudes towards the subject in general and the teaching and learning of English language in particular which in turn causes lack of commitment and interest in learning. Egere (2011) also states that, many students in the secondary schools today lack learning habit needed for progress in English. For example, students have no interest in reading books on their own, carrying out assignment on their own or participating in class during lessons except with the motivation of the teacher or parents; despite the fact that reading constantly is required as the only basis for success in English. In conclusion, Cote et al, (2012) outlined the following to be done to stimulate students interest – be ware and inviting in class room, making learning objectives obvious, provision of incentives for learning and use of hand-on-learning with supportive materials.
The Dominance of Mother Tongue and its Effects on Students
Mother tongue (MT) is a language which a person acquires in early years and which normally becomes the person’s natural instrument of thought and communication (Adeyanju, 2015). The statement suggests that a language is said to be the mother tongue of a person when he or she is “born into it” meaning it is the language acquired not learnt. To Maisamari (2013), mother tongue is the language in which children obtain their first experiences, and which they can most easily and conveniently express their feelings and emotions. A close view suggests that a mother tongue must not necessarily be the language of the parents’ origin. This may suggest why Shaughnessy, (2020) in D’souza (2021) sees mother tongue as a language that a child learns or rather acquires from infancy and not necessary the language of the parents of such a child. 
This seems to make a lot of sense since language cannot only be inherited by also can be acquired and learnt. According to Krashen (2014) children learn English much more effectively if they continue to develop their proficiency in their mother tongue. This follows that mother tongue is not totally a negative phenomenon in the learning process (Mangvwat and Dimka, 2014). It is a sign that learners are in the process of learning a foreign language and this is because learners are between the mother tongue and source language (SL) and the target language (TL). It starts from near the SL level competence to a place close to TL competence. Complete native-like competence is never attained in second language situation (Olaofe, 2010).
 A close look at the concept of MT, is obvious that such a language is acquired without formal education. In the process of learning mother tongue, a child acquires the basics of language through imitation and trial and error. During this period, the child acquires the intuitive grammar and vocabulary necessary for him to function properly in community as well as the use to which he can put the language. These are acquired without formal training, what is learnt is basically oral. (Aziza and Emanenjo, 2019). This implies that even as a child goes into school and eventually gets a job, the mother tongue remain with him or her. This suggests that the process of acquiring one’s mother tongue is an inseparable part of growing up as a normal being. It then follows that it should be shocking when some traces of the mother tongue of a speaker manifests in his usage of a second language (a language that is learnt to fulfill necessary needs). In view of this, Baljit (1999) observes that the major difference between English language spoken as second language in many countries is on the fact that speakers already have a native language while Newser (2018) calls it “Approximate systems” As such, they find it difficult translating their thoughts from the MT into English because of lack of knowledge of the linguistic equivalent in the foreign language. This creates learning frustration and consequently in effective learning of the second language.
From the view of mother tongue, it is obvious that bilinguals which Nigerians are, will possess higher degree of competence in their MT than any other language, since the MT is with them and around them even as they go to school. This further implies that they may transfer some traits of MT into the second language through pronunciation, vocabulary and sentences structure and so on and wherefore, each language has its own grammar. However, since language differ, it is not accepted that rules of one language be applied to another especially when such rules are conspicuously different; when such is done, Okpara (2021) states that it may break comprehension and communication. This suggests why Onwubiko (2011) opines that all words, whether indigenous or foreign were meant to be articulated properly.
The term “mother tongue interference” in the learning of English or any second language cannot be overemphasised. It refers to the influence of one language or variety on another in the speech of Bilinguals. Language interference is the situation whereby the habits of mother tongue stand in the way of proper pronunciation and grammar of the TL. It results to easy identification of non-speakers of the target language by the mistakes they commonly make a syntax, word choice and especially pronunciation. It is when the previous performances disrupts the performance of second tasks. The formal elements of L1 are used within the context of L2 resulting in errors in the L2 since the structure of the two languages are different words but with common ground, see interference as the instances of deviation from the norm of either language which occur in speech of bilinguals as a result of their familiarity with more than one language (Ringbom, 2017 and Brown, 2020). It has rightly been observed that in the first language learning, the learners highly motivated and is surrounded by a conducive linguistic environment, the kind that the second language lacks. This implies that thorough language learning has greater problems which results in greater number of errors and performance in second language (English) examinations. (Aladeyome and Adetunde, 2017).
From the foregoing, it is not an offence to say that mother tongue interference contributes to poor performance as indicated by Akudele, (2016). According to him, mother tongue in those areas f some English vowels and consonants are not contained in the language of bilingual. For example, the /Ɵ/ sound of English is not found in Tiv language, as such, we often hear Tiv people pronouncing the words “thing” as “tin”, “thank” as “tank” etc.
First language interference is shown when a second language speaker uses a foreign pattern in English. For example, articles are very different for mother tongue speakers to master because they do not have words which can be used as in mother tongue. Fema, (2013) was of the view that the major cause of errors in English used by Nigerians can be attributed to the interference of mother tongue with the English language. He added that students often use their native language in all their interactions and English is only used within the four walls of classroom. According to Okune (2014), mother tongue interference occurs in 3 levels:
i. Interference of the phonological level: for instance the sound /ð/ is not found in Tiv phonemes, consequently, Tiv people often pronounce the words “then” as “den” “there” as “dere” mother as “moda” e.c
ii. Semantic level: for example, a Tiv man will say “M ngu van” meaning “I am coming” as he is busy moving forward- so, the same thing utterance is transferred directly to English where a Tiv person will say to his colleague “I am coming” meanwhile he is going.
iii. Syntactic level: example, because of the interference of L” and r, A Tiv man is often heard saying “I road the basket with water meron” instead of “I load the basket with water melon” he replaces morphemes with other thereby damaging the grammar of a sentence completely.
Mass Failure as a Concept in Nigerian 
        Education is a fundamental tool for national development and personal advancement. However, the persistent issue of mass failure among Nigerian students has become a major concern for educators, policymakers, and stakeholders in the education sector. Mass failure, particularly in core subjects like English Language, Mathematics, and the Sciences, reflects not only students' academic struggles but also systemic problems within the Nigerian educational structure. Mass failure refers to the widespread academic underachievement of students in standardized or public examinations. It is often characterized by a high percentage of students failing to meet the minimum required pass mark. In Nigeria, examinations such as the West African Senior School Certificate Examination (WASSCE), the National Examination Council (NECO) exams, and the Basic Education Certificate Examination (BECE) have consistently recorded high failure rates in key subjects. According to Olubor (2004), mass failure is evident when more than 40% of students fail in a particular examination, indicating a broader crisis in educational delivery.
Lack of Qualified English Teachers
Oxford Advance Learners’ Dictionary defined a teacher as a person whose job is teaching especially in a school. A teacher is also someone who has been exposed to a good measure of training in a teaching subject area as well as in a professional education. Abe (2016) regarded a trained teacher as a person who underwent and completed his education in a forma teacher training institutions or in a planned programme of training. Among these areas of training may include: principles and practices of education as well as being after or as part f the period of training.
For any learning to takes place, there must be a teacher that is accurately trained in a particular field of knowledge to impact on the recipient – pupils/students. A teacher has to be or rather has an esoteric knowledge in his field of specialization in order to instruct successfully. According to Ogbu, (2020), teaching is the primary responsibility of teachers in teaching-learning process; they as well play such other vital roles as models, doctors, facilitators of knowledge most from their teachers. Faller and Clark (2016) remarks that, what really matters is the teachers’ esoteric knowledge of the subject matter. Fawns and Nance, (2020) posits that, teachers knowledge, reason and judgment rather than teaching behaviours to be laid emphasis upon instead, the basic exemplary teaching should reign supreme.
Irrespective of the above background, it is so disheartening however that, most people who claimed to be teachers of English are unqualified. Gbenga, (2020) in Olayeye (2021) exposed that many people seem not to hit the nail on the head of teaching profession which is as to what the cause of mass failure of students in English language. This may be attributed to low standard but also raced down to the social decadents of our present group of teachers who accept teaching-learning as stepping stone to other uncreative objects. On the foregoing, Oluwole (2018) also identifies lack of basic training and orientation for teachers is a major circumstance responsible for poor performance of teachers. He blamed the inability of teachers to inspire learning in the learners and even teachers.
According to Baker, (2015) a teacher can only teach what he knows. He further pointed out that any body who has good background knowledge of a subject matter can effectively teach the subject. He clouded that qualified teachers should be able to continue academic qualification with a sound knowledge of the principles and practices of education. Any educational programme, no matter how well it is been conceived will certainly not succeed without qualified and experience teachers to implement it. 
Adeyemo, (2021) comments that most teachers teach at memory levels neglecting understanding of reflective level. Thus, there is a communication gap arising as a result of the teachers’ teaching-learning process. Edem (2013) noted that, as a result of increasing knowledge about how learning occurs, new teaching techniques are emerging; according to him, the teacher’s method will remain static if he is not exposed to new ideas through out on the job learning. It is pertinent to know that most teachers of English in many secondary schools are SSCE, ND holders. As such, we always hear them saying “a noun can either be in singular or in plural with the use of “s” allomorph, not knowing that there is regular and irregular number and tenses in English language.
Lack of Infrastructural/Instructional Facilities
Petel, (2014) defines instructional materials as an “object” that helps the teacher to make his lesson more explicit to the learner. They also transit ideas to the students and pass information in such a way that will modify their habit and practices. According to Nwangi, (2010), in the teaching-learning process, instructional/infrastructural materials serve a function of enhancing retention which makes learning more accurate and permanent. Sequel to this, they also stimulate and sustain interest in learning by providing practical experience with the realities of the physical and social environment.
Aremo, (2019) states that merely using instructional materials does not give way to effective teaching, to make teaching and participation actively and effectively, the instructional and infrastructural materials must be appropriately selected and used. Teachers must therefore, become conversant with the type of instructional materials if greater value is to be derived from their use. He went further and stated that the primary function of instructional materials as a communication device is to serve as a more concrete, reference to meaning than spoken or written word. Also, Ngodo as cited in Kay & Knaack (2018) opined that a teacher of English must be shown how best to prepare and present his lessons more effectively. He said that the teacher must be aware of the teaching aids and its availability in addition to the chalk board, that should be use to them to involve more than one sensory experience of the learners.
To Egere, (2011), there are many instructional materials which are relevant to the teaching of English language. These include: charts, models, flannel, graph, flash card, audio-visual aids- such as tape recorder, radio, educational Television, video-tape recorder and language laboratory where facilities for effective speech work in English is installed. This serves as supplement to normal process of instructional procedures. To this end, instructional materials are said to be objects or things the teacher can use in the class room while teaching in order to ease off his teaching activities. However, instructional materials cannot address all the teaching-learning problems but it can go a long way in solving them, simply because they are additional apparatus that can influence the reality of teaching and learning activities. According to a Chinese Dictum, “What I hear, I forget” “what I see, I remember” “what I do, I understand”
From the foregoing, Crookall, (2019) in Ewudu, (2019) said, one in the eye is worth two in the ear. The implication is that, a great number of people through out their lives learn more from what they hear. This is very essential for the teaching of English language in secondary school children learn better and faster when presented with concrete objects that help in facilitating teaching and learning activities. Despite the above important roles performed by the instructional and infrastructural facilities, it is baffling that most secondary schools especially public ones handle teaching-learning process without them. Sa’ad, (2007) was of the view that, teaching and learning take place effectively only when classes are moderated with suitable teaching aids. But the present day classes are overcrowded with students over 70-80 because of lack of class rooms and teaching aids as such, these cannot allow for proper teaching-learning activities.
In addition to that, even where there are enough classes, they are overpopulated and language elaborative and library with adequate books are lacking. Relatively, Abdullahi, (2013), Sa’ad, (2017), Abdulganiyu, (2020) and Usman (2021) were of the view that provision of enough instructional media, qualified teachers as well as conducive classrooms will assist a lot in improving the performance of secondary school students in English language examinations. All these cannot allow for proper teaching learning of English language and even other subjects and hence lead to poor performance. 
Improper Use of Methods of Teaching
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia defined teaching method as the principles and methods used by teachers to enable students’ teaching-learning process accurate. That is to say that, teaching-learning processes becomes influential if the syllabus is properly planned and taught with the help of proper methods; hence, a successful teaching and learning is backed up by suitable teaching methods. Supportively, Ya’u, (2019) in Sa’ad, (2017) posited that, successful achievement of stated objectives in teaching and learning is always associated with using the right method. Sometimes, teachers of English do not consider the learners’ age, the topic, the time and background of learners in choosing the method to be adopted in teaching and this affects the level of learning by students. For example, some teachers used methods of teaching grammar in teaching sounds. Relatively, Sa’ad and Usman (2016) documented that improper method of teaching English and lack of facilities are the major causes of students’ poor performance in SSCE examinations. The traditional methods of teaching English are insufficient to meet the needs of students. Moreover, according to Ghrib, (2014) English teachers must use jokes, stories and games to make the class more interesting and attractive else learning cannot take place. Above review shows that improper use of methods of teaching English also contributes to the students’ downfall in English.


Appraisal of Literature Reviewed
This chapter deals with the various selected variables that are probably responsible for the mass failure of students in English language in junior secondary school. Those factors include: negative attitudes of students towards learning of English, the dominance of mother tongue and interference, lack of qualified English teachers, lack of instructional/infrastructural materials and improper use of the various method of teaching. Which based on the view-review above, they are somehow responsible for the poor performance of students in English language. 


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter deals with the methodology adopted for this study. It will be discussed under the following sub-headings: The researcher in this chapter examined the issues concerning research design; population of the study, sample and sampling technique that will be used in this work. The researcher also examined the instrument for data collection, the validity of the instrument and reliability, method for data collection and method for data analysis. 
· Research design.
· Population of the study.
· Sample and sampling technique.
· Instrument for data collection.
· Validity of the instrument.
· Reliability of the instrument.
· Method of data collection.
· Method of data analysis.
Research Design 
The design for this study is a “descriptive survey” method. The research design is used when data are collected to describe person, organizations, settings or phenomenon (Creswell, 2012).  The reason for using it is because it can determine the quality of research, that is, it permits the researchers to study small sample and generalize the findings to the whole population. 
Population of the Study 
The target population of this study comprise of  all the students in government and private junior secondary schools in Ilorin West Local government Area of Kwara State. 
Sample and Sampling Technique
The researcher used simple random sampling method. This is in other to give each school a chance of being selected. Therefore simple random techniques was adopted for the selection of sample of the study; to select the school for the study, the names of all secondary schools operating within the local government area were written on pieces of paper and wrapped into balls that were place in a basket, shaken properly and drawn from, one after the other until the required schools for the study will be chosen. To select the students for the study, 20 students from each school were sampled; to this end the total of (100) respondents will be used as sample for the study. Five schools were selected:
i. Amule junior secondary school, Sefura, Ilorin 
ii. Okelele junior secondary school, Kona- Jagun, Ilorin.
iii. Baboko Community Junior Secondary School, Surelere, Ilorin. 
iv. Government Day Junior Secondary school, Odo-okun, Ilorin.
v. Sheikh Abdulkadir Junior secondary school, unity road, Ilorin. 
Instrument for Data Collection
The research instruments that will be used for this study is a structured Questionnaire and it is titled: Factors Associated with Mass Failure Among English Language Students in Junior Secondary School Questionnaire. The reason for using questionnaire was based on the following advantages: Firstly, it can give objective and reliable information, easier to score and administer if it is carefully and well-constructed. The questionnaire is divided into two sections to enable the researcher obtain information from the respondents, the questionnaires is design in such a way that it provides the following information: section (A) the respondents’ personal data. Section (B) which contains 20 items on the variables with the use of two point Likert scale of Yes or No. The Likert scale also contain a list of statement that has relationship with the issue in the question.
Validity of the Instrument 
Face and content validity is employed in this study. In order to make sure that the final copy of the questionnaire is valid for the study, the researcher will submit a copy to the project supervisor. The corrections and adjustment made by the project supervisor will determine the validity of the instrument before administration. 
Reliability of the Instrument
	The reliability of the instrument was determined by using test-retest method. The instrument was used on the members of the population and after ten days the same instrument was used on the same members so as to determine the reliability of the instrument.
Method of Data Collection 
In order to administer a validated instrument of the study, an introductory letter will be collected from the project supervisor and presented to schools that will be randomly selected. The researcher will carried out the research with the help of a research assistants. They were students and some teachers who were educated on how to distribute and collect the questionnaires after response as well as who is qualified to be given the questionnaire. Finally, the researcher collected the questionnaires after the time stipulated was exhausted.
Methods of Data Analysis 
	The data analysis used in this study was frequent counts which were obtained from stratified random sampling techniques and those counts subjects to sample percentage.
	Statistical test based on the total respondent in order to bring all figures obtained to easy base comparison and to determine the level of significance of variables being research into.


CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DICUSSION OF FINDINGS
This chapter deals with the result of the statistical analysis of data gathered. It is presented in the following sub-headings: data analysis, results and discussion of findings. The items in the questionnaires are grouped according to their relationship and are analysed using the mean statistical method.
Data Analysis 
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents Based on Sex
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male 
	50
	50%

	Female
	50
	50%

	Total
	100
	100%


    Table 1 above show that the male students in this study were 50(50%) while female students were 50(50%). 
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents Based on Class
	Class
	Frequency
	Percentage

	JSS I 
	25
	25%

	JSS II
	35
	35%

	JSS III
	40
	40%

	Total
	100
	100


     
Table 2 above shows that 25% of the students were in JSS I classes which was represented by 25%, 35 students were in JSS II classes which was also represented with 35% while 40 students were in JSS III classes which was represented 40%.
Table 3: Distribution of Respondents Based on School
	School name
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Okelele JSS, 
Kona-jagun, Ilorin.  
	20
	20%

	Amule JSS,Sefura, Ilorin. 
	20
	20%

	Baboko Community JSS, Surulere, Ilorin. 
	20
	20%

	Government Day JSS, Odo-okun, Ilorin.
	20
	20%

	Sheikh Abdulkadir JSS, Unity road, Ilorin. 
	20
	20%

	Total
	100
	100


Table 3 above show that the Okelele Junior Secondary students in this study were 20 (20%), Amule Junior Secondary students were 20 (20%), Baboko Community JSS students were 20 (20%), Government Day JSS, Odo-okun, students were 20 (20%) while Sheikh Abdulkadir JSS students were 20 (20%).
Presentation of Results
Research Question One: Do the negative attitudes of students towards learning of English cause mass failure of students in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State? 
Table 4: Negative attitudes of students towards learning English significantly cause mass failure in junior secondary schools in Ilorin west LGA. 
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	%
	No
	%

	1.
	I always have text books in class (owned text books).
	35
	35%
	65
	65%

	2
	 I always participate in class during teaching-learning process.
	41
	41%
	59
	59%

	3
	I always take notes during English class/lessons.
	45
	45%
	55
	55%

	4
	I ask questions during English lessons
	36
	36%
	64
	64%

	5
	I prefer speaking my mother tongue to English in class. 
	44
	44%
	56
	56%


Source: field survey, 2025. 
The table above shows that 35% of students agreed that they always have text books in class (owned text books) while 65% respondents disagreed. From the same table 41% respondents agreed that they always participate in class during teaching and learning process while 59% disagreed. It can also be deduced from the above table shows that 45% of students agreed with the opinions that they always take notes during English lessons while 55% students disagreed. The table also shows that 36% students agreed that ask questions during English lessons while 64% disagreed with the opinion. From the item 5, 44% of respondents agreed that they I prefer speaking my mother tongue to English in class while 56% respondents disagreed from the analysis of the table.
Research Question Two: Does the dominance of mother tongue causes students’ mass failure in English in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State?
Table 5: Results on the Dominance of Mother Tongue as a Cause to Students Mass Failure in English in Junior Secondary School. 
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	%
	No
	%

	6.
	Mother tongue causes problem to me in learning English.
	40
	45%
	60
	60%

	7.
	My English teacher often speaks mother tongue during lesson.
	40
	40%
	60
	60%

	8.
	Mother tongue interference is my problem in learning English.
	32
	32%
	68
	68%

	9.
	My English language teachers have diploma/certificates in English language teaching.
	36
	36%
	64
	64%

	10.
	My English teacher is an NCE holder.
	60
	60%
	40
	40%


	Source: Field survey 2025  
   The above table shows that 40% of the respondents’ that mother tongue causes problem to me in learning English while 60% disagreed.  The same table shows that 40% of the respondents’ My English teacher often speaks mother tongue during lesson while 60% of the respondents’ teacher often speaks mother tongue during lesson. 32% of the respondents’ Mother tongue interference is my problem in learning English while 68% of the respondents don’t indulge in such act. 36% of the students agreed that My English language teachers have diploma/certificates in English language teaching. While 64% of the students disagreed. From the item 10, 60% of respondents agreed that they their English teacher is an NCE holder. While 40% respondents disagreed from the analysis of the table.
Research Question Three: Does lack of qualified English teachers causes student’s mass failure in English in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State?
Table 6: Lack of Qualified English Teachers as a Cause to Students Mass Failure in English in JSS.
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	%
	No
	%

	11.
	My English teacher often attends workshops in English language.
	35
	35%
	65
	65%

	12.
	Employment of qualified English teachers improve English learning in my school.
	39
	39%
	61
	61%

	13.
	There are available instructional media/materials facilities for teaching English language in my school.  
	45
	45%
	55
	55%

	14.
	The provision of English laboratory improves learning of English in my school. 
	36
	36%
	64
	64%

	15.
	English laboratory is available in my school.  
	44
	44%
	56
	56%


	Source: Field survey, 2025
The above table shows that 35% of the respondents attested that their English teacher often attends workshops in English language while 65% respondents detested. Besides 39% of the respondents agreed that their Employment of qualified English teachers improve English learning in my school while 61% of the respondents’ disagree. However, 45% of the students agreed that their There are available instructional media/materials facilities for teaching English language in my school while 55% disagreed. 36% of the respondent provide of English laboratory improves learning of English in my school while 64% disagreed. 44% of the respondents English laboratory is available in my school while 56% of the respondents disagreed.
Research Question Four: Does lack of instructional/infrastructural facilities causes students’ mass failure in English in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State?
Table 7: Analysis of Questionnaire Items on Lack of Instructional and Infrastructural Materials
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	%
	No
	%

	16.
	There are standard classrooms with their facilities in my school.
	60
	60%
	40
	40%

	17.
	Proper methods of teaching English are used in my school by my teacher.
	35
	35%
	65
	65%

	18.
	Organizing debates and quiz in my school can improve learning of English. 
	45
	45%
	55
	55%

	19.
	Teachers use pattern drill in teaching English pronunciation in my school.
	45
	45%
	55
	55%

	20.
	Contrast analysis is used in teaching English in my school.
	36
	36%
	64
	64%


Source: Field survey, 2025
   The above table shows that 60% of the respondents attested There are standard classrooms with their facilities in my school while 40% respondents detested. Besides 35% of the respondents agreed that their Proper methods of teaching English are used in my school by my teacher while 65% of the respondents’ Disagreed. However, 45% of the students agreed that Organizing debates and quiz in my school can improve learning of English. While 55% disagreed probably because Organizing debates and quiz in my school can improve learning of English.. 45% of the respondents opined that Teachers use pattern drill in teaching English pronunciation in my school while 55% of the respondents disagreed. 36% of the students agreed that Contrast analysis is used in teaching English in my school 64% of the respondents disagreed.
Discussion of Findings
    This section discusses the findings from the research conducted on the causes of mass failure in English Language among Junior Secondary School students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The discussion is structured around the four research questions previously identified. The study revealed that a significant proportion of students possess a negative attitude toward the learning of English Language. Many respondents (both students and teachers) agreed that students show low motivation, avoid reading in English, and prefer using informal languages such as Pidgin English or native languages. This finding aligns with Adewale (2012), who stated that student attitude is a critical factor in academic performance. Negative attitudes manifest in lack of class participation, absenteeism during English lessons, and low interest in assignments or reading activities, all of which contribute to poor learning outcomes.
      Findings from the questionnaire responses indicated that the use of mother tongue at home and in informal settings hinders students' proficiency in English. Both teachers and students acknowledged that the interference of native languages, particularly Yoruba in this region, affects pronunciation, vocabulary development, and sentence construction in English. This finding is consistent with the views of Bamgbose (2000), who emphasized that language interference is a major barrier in second-language acquisition. The predominance of mother tongue in communication reduces students’ exposure to Standard English, which is essential for literacy development.
     The data collected also showed that the shortage of qualified English Language teachers in junior secondary schools is a major contributor to mass failure. Some teachers handling English Language subjects are not trained specifically in the subject or lack modern pedagogical knowledge. Respondents noted that such teachers often resort to outdated or incorrect teaching methods, and struggle to deliver effective lessons. When students are not properly taught the rules of grammar, comprehension, and writing skills, their chances of succeeding in examinations are diminished.
    Another major finding is the lack of adequate learning materials and poor infrastructure in many junior secondary schools. Respondents highlighted challenges such as absence of functional libraries, lack of textbooks, overcrowded classrooms, and broken furniture. In many cases, schools lacked visual or audio aids necessary for language learning. Infrastructural decay is a leading cause of educational underachievement in public schools. Without proper teaching aids and a conducive environment, students find it difficult to concentrate, engage, and develop basic language skills.
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CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This chapter treats the issues concerning the summary, conclusion, recommendation and suggestions for further study of the entire research work. The above mentioned sub-headings are treated vividly below:
Summary
This study investigates the factors associated with mass failure of students in English Language in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The investigation is guided by some purposes and four research questions; literature review was carried out in relation to the variables under consideration. “Descriptive survey” design is used in order to allow the researchers make inferences and generalisation of the population by selecting sample used for the study.
In obtaining information from the study, (100) one hundred respondents were randomly selected through simple random sampling technique from five (5) sampled schools. A structured questionnaire which made up of (20) twenty items was constructed in line with the research variables.
Data obtained were scored and analysed using the statistical method. The result of the findings followed strictly on the formulated research questions and presented as follows; from the research question one, the result shows that negative attitude of students towards learning of English causes students’ mass failure in English. From the research question two, the result obtained also implies that the dominance of mother tongue is responsible for students’ mass failure in English. Talking about the research question three, the result shows that lack of qualified English teachers is also responsible for the mass failure of students in English Finally, The same thing is applicable to research question four, which also mean that lack of instructional materials causes students’ mass failure in English in JSS.
Conclusion
The issue of mass failure in English Language among Junior Secondary School students in Ilorin West Local Government Area is both pressing and multifaceted. The findings of this study have revealed that several critical factors contribute to the high rate of failure, including students’ negative attitudes toward learning English, the pervasive influence of mother tongue, shortage of qualified English teachers, and the lack of adequate instructional and infrastructural facilities in schools. It was discovered that many students approach the English Language with low interest and motivation, which significantly hampers their ability to perform well. This lack of engagement is further worsened by the dominance of native languages and Nigerian Pidgin English, which interfere with students’ mastery of standard grammar, vocabulary, and correct usage of English. Without a strong foundation in English, which is the official language of instruction in Nigeria, students struggle not only in English Language examinations but also across other subjects taught in English.
   Moreover, the absence of trained and experienced English Language teachers in many schools contributes to ineffective teaching methods and poor classroom delivery. Students are often left to memorize rather than understand language concepts, resulting in weak comprehension and poor performance. Compounding these issues is the poor state of school infrastructure, overcrowded classrooms, lack of textbooks, and absence of teaching aids, all of which create an unconducive environment for effective language teaching and learning.
Recommendations: 
Based on the findings of this research work, the following recommendations are made:
i. The Government and the proprietors of schools should provide and monitor the appropriate application of instructional/infrastructural materials in learning and teaching of English.
ii. Teachers should always attend and make use of seminars and workshops as teaching skills.
iii. Government and proprietors of schools should employ only those who are qualified to teach English language using certificate as first criterion.
iv. Government/proprietors should provide and monitor the accurate use of language laboratory to aver the problem of mass failure; also students should embrace the positive attitudes in learning English and rather get rid negative ones.
v. Teachers should always make use of appropriate methods of teaching in the teaching-learning of English language.
Suggestions for further Study
This study does not in any way pretend to put an end to further investigation and research on the topic under consideration. Consequently, the following suggestions are made for further study:
Researchers should be encouraged to carry out an investigation on the topic like “effects of mother tongue interference” use of improper methods of teaching English language” “the study of negative attitudes of students” “the study of the effects of unqualified English teachers” hence this work made use of only Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.

REFERENCES
Abe, T.O (2016). The effects of teacher qualification n students’ academic performance
   in Mathematics, Sky Journal of educational Research 2(1) 010-014.
Adetunde, C.O (2017). Production and utilization of educational media. Lagos. Royal
  Communication Limited.
Adeyenju,O.M (2015). The effects of teacher qualification on students’ academic
   performance in English. Sky Journal of Educational Research.
Adeyomo, (2021). A practical approach the effective utilisation and maintenance 
   physical facilities in secondary schools.
Ajayi, I.A & Osalus, F.M (2020) Mass failure of students in West African Senior School
  Certificate Examination (WASSCE) in Nigeria. The students’ perspective. Journal 
  International Case Studies. 2(4) 1-5
Akindele,E.O (2020). Academic Performance of students. Ibadan; Stirling-Horden.
Akindele,E.O(2016). Mass failure in of students in West African Senior School 
   Certificate Examination (WASSCE) in Nigeria. The teachers’ perspective. Journal of
   international case Studies.
Aremo, J.A. (2019). Introduction to instructional technology. Department of teacher 
   education, University of Ibadan 69 (2) 135-145.
Balgit, S.D (2019) Reading in Secondary schools. New concept Publisher.
Barker, P.H. (2015). Managing students’ behavior, how ready are teacher to meet 
   challenges. American Secondary Education. 33(3), 51-64.
Berliner, D.C. (2015). The near impossibility of testing for teacher quality. Journal of 
   teacher Education 56 (3) 205-213.
Brown, H.D. (2020). Principles of language teaching and learning. New York print Hall.
Dimka,A.R (2014). Remarks on creativity in Language learning. Malden, Blackwell 
  Publishers.
Edem, D. A. (2013). Introduction to Educational Administration in Nigeria. Onitsa  
   Leeotina Nigerian Limited.
Egere, K.I (2011). The problems of teaching and learning English language in secondary 
   school. Unpublished script
Ewudu,S.A (2019). Instructional materials, impact on teachers Annual conference 
   Organized by the Education Department. Abia State University. Uturu.
Feller, B. & Clark, D.L. (2016). Teacher mandate unfulfilled Waco Tribune-Herald.
Fema, B.M. (2013). Problems of teaching English Language in NCE programme. Azare   
  Journal of Education 4 (1) 107-112

Fowns R. & Nance D. (2020). Teacher education studies and advanced skills credentials. 
  Australian Journal of  Education. 37, 248-258.
Knack, C.A (2018). Perspective on teacher education and ICT in the language 
   classroom. Lagos Sibon Book Ltd
Krashen, S.D. (2014). The input hypothesis: issues and implications. London & New 
   York: Longman.
Maijamari, G.A (2016). The phonology of English as an international language. Oxford 	
    University press. 
Mohammed, I & Wahead, H. (2011). Secondary schools of Maldives. International 
   Journal of Humanities and social Sciences 1 (15) 277-281
Newser, M.(2018). Planning and educational development in Nigeria. Ibadan, Board 
   Publishers Limited.
Nwangi, M. (2010). How practical is the teaching of vernacular in Kenya schools. 
   Nairobi press.
Ogbu, J.U (2020). Planning and Educational development in Nigeria. Lagos new Haven 
   Pub.
Okpara, R.A (2021). Teacher characteristics as predictor performance of students in 
   secondary school in Osun State, Nigeria. Euro Journal of Educational studies.
Okune, K. (2014). The Effects of mother Tongue Interference in the Study of English 
   language in Secondary schools. B.A Dissertation. Ebonyi State University. Abakaliki.
Olayeye, F.O. (2021). Teacher characteristics as predictor of academic performance of 
   students in secondary ;schools in Osun State. Nigeria: Euro Journal of Educational 
   Studies 3(3) 305-511.
Oluwole, D.A. (2018). The impact of Mother Tongue on students achievement in English 
   language in Junior Secondary Certificate Examination Western Nigerian. Journal of 
   Social Sciences, 17 (1) 41-49.
Petal, M.M. (2014). Effects of Interest on students’ engagement and learning in Physical 
  Education. A review. International Journal of Physical Education. 46(2) 11-19.
Ringbom A.A(2017). The policy of teaching aids in Nigeria.
Sa’ad,B.A (2017). Acquisition of English syntax by keiyo L1 speakers. Nairobi:
  University of Nairobi.
Sansaki, A.D(2013). Students attitudes towards the study of English. Lagos New Haven Publishers.

Young. M.R. Klemz, B.R. & Murphy, J. (2013). Enhancing learning out comes. The effects of instructional technology, learning style, instructional methods and Students’ behaviour. J.Mark Education 25 (2), 130-142


                                   QUESTIONNAIRE 
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH/POLITICAL SCIENCE 
Dear respondents
	I am a final year student from the above mentioned department carrying out a research on “Factors Associated with Mass Failure among English Language Students in Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State”.
          This questionnaire is designed to elicit information on factors responsible for the mass failure among English Language students in junior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government area of Kwara State. 
Your candid/honest view on the topic will be highly appreciated. Kindly respond honestly to all items contained in this questionnaire. 
The confidentiality of your responses is ensured.                                                                                                  							         Thanks   				                                            KARATU AISHAT OMOWUMI 
	          					     KWCOED/IL/22/0433
SECTION A: PERSONAL DATA:
Instruction: please respond by putting a tick ( √ ) in the appropriate spaces provided as it is applicable to your objectivity.
Gender:  Male (   ), Female (    )
Class: 	JSS 1 (    ), JSS II (    ), JSS III (    ) 
School : _____________________________________________
SECTION B: OPERATIONAL DATA
You are required to tick the answer that corresponds with the following key:  
Yes   [   ] 		  No [    ] 
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	No

	Q1
	Do the negative attitudes of students towards learning of English cause mass failure of students in junior secondary school.

	1.
	I don’t always have text books in English class (owned text books). 
	
	

	2.
	 I always participate in English class during teaching-learning processes.
	
	

	3.
	I often take notes during English lesson/lecture 
	
	

	4.
	I ask questions during English lessons.
	
	

	5.
	I prefer speaking my mother tongue to English in class.
	
	

	Q2
	Does the dominance of mother tongue causes students’ mass failure in English? 

	6.
	Mother tongue causes problem to me in learning English.
	
	

	7.
	My English teacher often speaks mother tongue during lessons.
	
	

	8.
	Mother tongue interference is my problem in learning English.
	
	

	9.
	My English language teachers have Diploma/certificates in English language teaching.
	
	

	10.
	My English teacher is an NCE holder.
	
	

	Q3
	Does lack of qualified English teachers causes mass failure of students in English? 

	11
	My English teacher often attends workshops in English language.
	
	

	12
	Employment of qualified English teachers improve English learning in my school.
	
	

	13
	There are available instructional media/materials and facilities for teaching English language in my school.
	
	

	14
	The provision of  English laboratory improves learning of English in my school.
	
	

	15
	English Laboratory is available in my school.
	
	

	Q4
	Does lack of instructional/infrastructural facilities affects students’ mass failure in English. 

	16.
	There are standard class rooms with equipped facilities in my school.
	
	

	17.
	Proper methods of teaching English are used by teachers in my school.
	
	

	18.
	Organizing debates, and quiz in my school can improve learning of English language.
	
	

	19.
	Contrast analysis is used in teaching English sounds by teachers in my school.
	
	

	20.
	Teachers use pattern drill in teaching English pronunciation in my school.
	
	


 
