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ABSTRACT

The internet is a tool that has changed the way communication is done. Secondary school students have the opportunity to use the Internet to improve their learning as information about the subjects offered in class can be downloaded and studied by the students. Observations revealed that a significant percentage of secondary school students who have access to the Internet utilize this tool in ways that will impact their learning negatively. The main objective of this study is to examine the effect of Internet use on learning by secondary school students.

Descriptive survey design was adopted for the study and the study population consisted of 874 secondary school students of Eva Adelaja Senior Girls Secondary School and St. Finbarrs College both in Lagos State Nigeria. Systematic random sampling technique was used to select the sample size of 175 and the questionnaire was the instrument used for data collection. Data was analyzed with the use of descriptive statistics consisting of tables of frequency and percentage counts.

Results showed that majority of the students (61.7%) indicated that the Internet was not available for their use for learning and 88% also expressed that they accessed the Internet through the cyber café. The tools used on the Internet by majority of the respondents were email services, blogs and social media services like blackberry messenger and Whatsapp. Findings also revealed that most of the secondary school students agreed that the Internet had influence on their learning as they spent more time on the Internet and they did not read as before. Challenges militating against the use of the Internet as indicated by most of the secondary school students were slow Internet network, distractions from the social media and lack of personal smart device.

Secondary school students should learn how to set boundaries on when it comes to the use of the Internet, they should give maximum attention to studying which has the potential of improving their learning and academic performanc

e. The study recommended that Parents, school administrators and teachers should regularly advise and guide the secondary school students to use Internet tools. Teachers and parents should make sure that learning of secondary school students is not affected negatively because of the use of the Internet by giving them enough take home assignments and parents should ensure they complete them.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
All over the world, secondary school education is recognized as crucial and highly sought after by many individuals. This significance arises from its function as a foundational stage for advanced educational pursuits, as it equips students with essential literacy and critical skills necessary for personal and professional development. Secondary education plays a pivotal role, as every beneficiary of higher levels of education must first navigate through this critical period of learning. It is during secondary school that students develop not only academic competencies but also social and emotional skills that prepare them for their future endeavors.

The Nigerian Educational System has experienced various reforms, specifically designed to meet national and global developmental goals. According to recent studies (Obioma et al., 2018), the National Policy on Education (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2004) outlines aspirations such as creating a united, self-reliant nation; fostering a dynamic economy; establishing an egalitarian society; and promoting democratic values. These objectives, in alignment with international initiatives like the United Nations' Education for All (EFA) and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), are fundamental drivers behind Nigeria's educational reforms. The Federal Ministry of Education plays a central role in these developments, formulating policies that align educational standards across federal, state, and local governments in collaboration with various stakeholders.

Structurally, the Nigerian education system operates on a 6-3-3-4 model, encompassing six years of primary education, three years of junior secondary education, three years of senior secondary education, and four years of tertiary education. The Universal Basic Education (UBE) program, established in 1999 and enacted into law in 2004, aims to provide uninterrupted access to quality education, culminating in certification exams at the end of Junior Secondary School (JSS3) (Adeniyi, 2021). Recognizing the critical role of secondary education, successive governments have consistently emphasized its importance within educational policies, showcasing a historical continuum of reforms in response to both national needs and globalized educational standards (Fabunmi, 2005). From the colonial period to present day, Nigeria's educational landscape has been shaped by various reforms that continue to influence secondary education today.

In today’s Information Age, there is an urgent need for secondary schools to evolve beyond traditional instructional methodologies, relying on outdated tools such as chalkboards, textbooks, and video projectors. Recent scholarly works (Nwokocha, 2019) highlight the necessity for ICT-driven learning environments that integrate modern technologies like computers, interactive videos, CD-ROMs, and satellite communications into daily practices. The effective implementation of such a curriculum mandates innovative instructional approaches that not only engage students but also prepare them for a technology-driven world.

The evolving role of secondary school educators has become more multifaceted, shifting from mere information dissemination to encompassing leadership, management, planning, collaboration, research, and mentorship (Okeke, 2022). The introduction of information and communication technology (ICT) has significantly transformed the educational landscape, fostering constructivist approaches to learning that enhance student motivation and improve communication within the school community, involving educators, learners, parents, and administrators. The benefits of ICT for students are noteworthy: increased interactivity, multimedia-rich learning experiences, and better comprehension of intricate concepts are just a few advantages. Heathcote (2000) defines ICT as a conglomeration of telecommunication services, including Internet access, that facilitate global information exchange and communication.

However, alongside its numerous benefits, the overuse and potential misuse of the Internet among students raise serious concerns. While the Internet offers extensive opportunities for research and learning, it can also distract students, leading to excessive engagement in social media and entertainment at the expense of academic pursuits (Adedoyin & Soykan, 2020). As such, understanding the extent of this challenge, specifically among secondary school students in Ilorin metropolis, emerges as a critical area of empirical research. The present investigation into the effect of Internet service on the academic performance of students in English at selected secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis is, therefore, highly pertinent.

The accessibility of the Internet presents both opportunities and obstacles for students' academic performances, particularly in subjects like English, which often requires substantial reading, writing, and comprehension skills. Emerging research indicates that while controlled use of the Internet can enhance learning by providing access to diverse resources and interactive platforms, excessive reliance on digital tools without proper guidance may undermine students' fundamental skills and lead to poorer academic outcomes (Musa & Alabi, 2023). Investigating these dynamics will provide valuable insights into how Internet service—when utilized effectively—may positively influence academic performance while concurrently addressing the challenges linked with its misuse. By exploring these factors within the Ilorin metropolis context, this study aims to contribute to the broader discourse on the role of technology in education and its implications for teaching and learning in secondary schools
Statement of the Problem
The Internet has revolutionized communication and access to information, significantly benefiting the educational sector. Secondary school students can use the Internet to improve their learning by accessing study materials, educational videos, and academic resources. However, despite these advantages, observations suggest that many students may not be utilizing the Internet effectively for academic purposes, particularly in learning English. Instead, a significant percentage may be using it for non-educational activities such as social media engagement, entertainment, and sports.

How empirical is this observation? Are secondary school students facing challenges in effectively using the Internet for learning English? This study, titled Effect of Internet Service on the Academic Performance of Students in English in Selected Secondary Schools in Ilorin Metropolis, aims to investigate these concerns.

Purpose of the Study
The main objective of this study is to examine the effect of Internet service on the academic performance of students in English. The specific objectives are to:

1. Assess the availability of Internet services for learning English in selected secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis.

2. Determine the access points of Internet use for learning English by secondary school students in Ilorin metropolis.

3. Identify the tools used on the Internet by secondary school students to enhance learning in English.

4. Examine the influence of Internet use on the academic performance of secondary school students in English.

5. Identify the challenges preventing effective Internet use for learning English by secondary school students in Ilorin metropolis.

Research Questions
The research questions derived from the specific objectives are:

1. How available are Internet services for learning English in selected secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis?

2. What are the access points of Internet use for learning English by secondary school students in Ilorin metropolis?

3. What are the tools used on the Internet by secondary school students to enhance learning in English?

4. What is the influence of Internet use on the academic performance of secondary school students in English?

5. What are the challenges preventing effective Internet use for learning English by secondary school students in Ilorin metropolis?

Research Hypotheses
The research hypotheses derived from the specific objectives are:

Ho1
There is no significant relationship between the availability of Internet services and students' academic performance in English in selected secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis.

Ho2
There is no significant relationship between students' access points to the Internet and their academic performance in English.

Ho3
The tools used on the Internet do not significantly enhance the learning of English by secondary school students in Ilorin metropolis.

Ho4
Internet use does not have a significant influence on the academic performance of secondary school students in English.

Ho5
Challenges in Internet access do not significantly hinder the use of the Internet for learning English by secondary school students in Ilorin metropolis.

Scope of the Study
This study will examine the effect of Internet service on the academic performance of students in English in selected secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis. It will focus on the use of social media, email, educational websites, and other online resources in learning English among students in selected schools in Ilorin.

Significance of the Study
The findings of this study will benefit secondary school students by providing insights into how their Internet usage affects their academic performance in English. The study will help students understand the importance of using the Internet for academic purposes rather than for distractions.

The results will also assist parents in monitoring and guiding their children’s Internet use to ensure they use it effectively for learning English. Parents will be better informed about the potential impacts of excessive non-academic Internet use on their children's academic performance.

Additionally, the study will be valuable to secondary school management and teachers, helping them integrate Internet-based learning strategies into their teaching methods. Teachers can incorporate online learning techniques into their English curriculum, helping students identify credible educational resources and learn how to use them effectively. This will enhance students' overall academic performance in English.

Operational definition of terms

Internet: refers to the global interconnection of computer networks that facilitates information sharing and communication.

Learning: refers to activities geared towards the acquisition of knowledge by secondary school students in Lagos State Nigeria.

Secondary School: refers to the educational institutions, like the selected schools in Lagos State that provide basic knowledge to students in preparation for higher education.

Secondary School Students: refer to students of the selected secondary schools in Lagos State, Nigeria that are involved in learning activities.

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

Introduction

The chapter reviews relevant literature that are of significance to the effect of Internet use on learning of secondary school students. The review will be conducted with the use of this outline;

Concept of English Language

Overview of secondary school education and features of secondary school students

Overview of ICT and the Internet

Availability and accessibility of Internet for learning by secondary school students     

Use of the Internet for learning by secondary school students

Influence of Internet use on learning of secondary school students

Factors affecting the use of the Internet for learning by secondary school students

Appraisal of Literature Reviewed

Concept of English Language
In the realm of education, particularly within secondary schools, the English language functions as a pivotal medium for instruction and communication, serving as the backbone of academic discourse and knowledge transfer across virtually all subject areas. A strong proficiency in English is vital for students, as it facilitates their understanding of various subjects, enhances their ability to participate in classroom discussions, and improves their performance on assessments (Akande, 2021). This linguistic competence extends beyond mere communication to encompass critical thinking, analytical reasoning, and the ability to articulate complex ideas with clarity and precision. In Ilorin Metropolis, where English is the primary language of instruction, students are expected to demonstrate competence in reading, writing, and speaking to fully engage with the curriculum. The mastery of English in this context represents not only academic achievement but also cultural capital that influences students' future educational opportunities, career prospects, and social mobility. Furthermore, in an increasingly globalized world, English proficiency serves as a gateway to international education, cross-cultural communication, and participation in the global knowledge economy, making it an essential skill for students regardless of their chosen career paths or academic specializations.

The advent of the Internet and digital technologies has engendered significant changes in the way students access and interact with the English language, revolutionizing traditional pedagogical approaches and expanding learning opportunities beyond the confines of physical classrooms and conventional textbooks. Research indicates that online resources—such as educational websites, e-books, and interactive platforms—can greatly enhance students' learning experiences (Adedoyin & Soykan, 2020). These resources provide diverse forms of media and learning tools that contribute to improved comprehension and engagement with the English language, offering personalized learning pathways that accommodate different learning styles, paces, and preferences. For instance, the availability of video tutorials and interactive grammar exercises can aid students in grasping complex linguistic concepts and improve their overall language skills (Ogunseye & Oludipe, 2022). Digital dictionaries, thesauruses, and language learning applications provide immediate access to vocabulary expansion tools, while online forums and collaborative platforms enable students to practice their language skills in authentic communicative contexts. Furthermore, the Internet offers unprecedented access to a wealth of English language literature, journalism, academic publications, and multimedia content from around the world, exposing students to diverse linguistic styles, accents, and cultural contexts that enrich their understanding of the language beyond what traditional classroom instruction alone can provide. This digital immersion can foster a more holistic language development process, where students encounter English as a living, evolving communication system rather than a static set of rules and conventions to be memorized.

However, the integration of Internet services also poses challenges that can adversely affect language proficiency, creating a complex educational landscape where technological benefits must be weighed against potential linguistic drawbacks. The pervasive use of social media and instant messaging platforms promotes a more informal style of communication, often characterized by abbreviations, slang, and a departure from standard grammar rules (Thompson, 2023). This phenomenon may lead to a dilution of students' formal writing skills, as they become accustomed to communicating in a casual manner online, potentially impacting their academic performance negatively (Ibrahim, 2020). The abbreviated language commonly used in digital communication—featuring acronyms, emoticons, and nonstandard punctuation—can seep into formal academic writing, compromising students' ability to express themselves appropriately in educational contexts. Additionally, the immediate nature of digital communication may discourage thoughtful composition and revision processes essential for developing sophisticated writing skills. Students accustomed to rapid digital exchanges might struggle with the sustained attention and meticulous crafting required for academic essays, research papers, and formal correspondence. The autocorrect and predictive text features of many digital platforms can further undermine students' spelling and grammar skills, as they become reliant on technological assistance rather than developing their own linguistic competence. Moreover, the accessibility of online translation tools and summarization services creates opportunities for shortcuts that bypass the valuable cognitive processes involved in language learning, potentially hindering genuine linguistic development despite appearing to facilitate communication.

Moreover, studies have shown that the over-reliance on digital communication can hinder critical thinking and in-depth writing skills, essential components of academic success (Chukwuma et al., 2021). As students navigate a landscape filled with informal language and varied writing standards, the challenge remains to balance the benefits of technology with the need for robust language skills. The fragmented nature of online reading—characterized by skimming, scanning, and hyperlink-based navigation—may compromise students' ability to engage in sustained, deep reading practices necessary for comprehensive understanding and critical analysis of complex texts. This shift in reading habits can impact not only language acquisition but also the development of higher-order thinking skills that depend on careful textual engagement. Furthermore, the abundance of readily available information online may reduce students' incentive to develop their own analytical and expressive capabilities, as they can easily find and reproduce existing content rather than generating original ideas and articulations. The prevalence of plagiarism facilitated by digital access presents additional challenges to authentic language development and academic integrity. The algorithmic curation of online content can also create filter bubbles that limit students' exposure to diverse linguistic styles and perspectives, potentially narrowing their language development. Additionally, the constant distraction posed by notifications, multimedia content, and the temptation to multitask while using digital devices can fragment attention and reduce the cognitive resources available for deep language processing and learning. These challenges are particularly pronounced in educational environments where digital literacy instruction is insufficient, leaving students without the critical skills needed to navigate online information effectively and use digital tools to enhance rather than detract from their language development.

To comprehensively understand the effects of internet service on English language performance among secondary school students, it is essential to investigate not only the resources available to them but also their frequency of use, the effectiveness of their engagement with these tools (Salau & Monisola, 2022), and the broader educational ecosystem in which this digital engagement occurs. This investigation must consider multiple variables, including socioeconomic factors that influence internet access, the quality and reliability of digital infrastructure in different schools, teachers' technological competence and pedagogical approaches to digital integration, and students' own digital literacy levels and self-regulation skills. The differential impact of internet use across various dimensions of language proficiency—including reading comprehension, vocabulary acquisition, grammar mastery, writing fluency, and oral communication—requires nuanced analysis to identify specific areas of enhancement or concern. Furthermore, longitudinal studies tracking students' language development over time can provide valuable insights into the cumulative effects of digital engagement on their English language skills throughout their secondary education journey. This chapter aims to explore these dual effects—both as facilitators for language learning and as potential detractors from academic proficiency—shedding light on how they collectively influence students' achievements in English and, by extension, their overall academic performance in secondary education. By examining these complex interactions between technology and language learning, educators, policymakers, and parents can develop more informed strategies to harness the educational potential of the internet while mitigating its potential negative impacts on students' English language proficiency and academic success.

Overview of secondary school education and features of secondary school students

The secondary school students get the needed education that helps in molding their personalities into better adults through the secondary school education. Secondary school education is geared towards providing the knowledge, skills and abilities that will prepare the students for higher education.
The function of secondary education in Canada, the United States, and many other western nations has been significantly altered in the post Second World War era. In response to ever changing economic and social demands they have evolved into, of mass public education charged with the mission of preparing increasingly diverse student populations for life as citizens in democratic societies. For many adolescents, however, the role that high school plays in their lives exceeds even this broad mandate. 

Since adolescents are required to spend a significant portion of their teenage years in high school, the extent of success they attain within those, is inextricably linked with the degree to which they value school and the process of formal education, as well as the extent to which they perceive that their presence is valued by the institution they attend.  Failure to accommodate what Hemmings (2000) referred to as the “corridor curriculum” can play a significant role in determining the degree of long-term success a student encounters during their high school years. 

Furthermore, secondary school culture do not form in a vacuum but rather are developed and nurtured within a framework imposed by a variety of tangible and intangible organizational structures. These include, but are not limited to, the institution’s sense of purpose or mission, its various rituals and traditions, school size, internal organizational structures, program delivery among others. These factors not only serve to define the parameters within which secondary school culture develops and functions, but also have a significant influence over the actions of the constituent members of the school community. 

Within the Nigerian set up, secondary school education has a rich tradition, from the time Christian missionaries introduced the western educational system in the mid-nineteenth century up until the present.  Presently the secondary school system is run by religious, private organizations and the government, with their number running into thousands all over the country (US Embassy in Nigeria 2012; Ige, 2013). Secondary school is a transitional stage of education, as it presents a forecasting period of youth’s ability to specialize as science, social science, art or commercial students depending on their abilities. The primary objective of secondary school education is to prepare individual student to have strong educational background before proceeding to higher institutions (university, polytechnic, mono-technic and college of education), with the simple focus of subject tracking for the purpose of having and producing experts or specialists in subject areas (FGN, 2004; Inuwa and Yusuf, 2012).

 According to the Federal Government of Nigeria on National Policy on Education (2004)    the objectives of secondary school education in the country is to: provide all primary school leavers with the opportunity for education of higher level irrespective of sex, social status, religion or ethnic background; offer diversified curriculum to cater for the differences in talents, opportunities and future roles; provide trained manpower in the applied science, technology and commerce at sub-professional grades; develop and promote Nigerian languages, art and culture in the context of world and culture heritage. The objectives also include: fostering national unity with an emphasis on the common ties that unite us in our diversity; raise a generation of people who can think for themselves, respect the views and feelings of others, respect the dignity of labor, appreciate those values specified under our broad national goals and live as good citizens; provide technical knowledge and vocational skills necessary for agricultural, industrial, commercial and economic development (Awwalu, Najeemah and Mohammad 2012.).

 In order for the secondary education to achieve all the stated objectives, proper arrangement and structure cannot be jettisoned, there has to be levels of education even within the secondary school set up. All over the world, countries structure their secondary education based on their unique environment and cultural tradition. Nigeria is not an exception. Ige (2013) stated that secondary school in Nigeria is divided into two phases, the junior secondary phase and senior secondary phase. The junior secondary phase is the first three years of secondary education while the senior secondary phase is the next three years of the secondary education for students between the ages of 13 or 14 and 16 or 17. It has wider scope than the junior secondary (JS) phase, as it aims at broadening the knowledge and skills of a student beyond the JS level and thus prepares him/her for further education. It is academic and vocational in scope, as a student has to offer minimum of seven and maximum of eight subjects, comprising the six core subjects: English Language, Mathematics, a major Nigerian language, one science, an art, and a vocational subject. One or two other electives are to be selected from the art, science, technical, social science, and vocational subjects. The kind of education received should bring about overall development as this will enable individuals to live and contribute meaningfully to the overall development of the society in which they live.

Secondary school students who benefit from this educational arrangement are mostly in their teen years, the formative years. This time of their life is considered as challenging, because they are neither adults nor children. Secondary school students find themselves at a crossroad where they experiment with different things just to create an identity for themselves. Secondary school students are very savvy with technology and due to the influence of their peers, they learn very fast. Even things that adults cannot imagine doing, can be done by these students in a very easy way. The Information and Communication Technology has also contributed in building the character of secondary school students as most of them are abreast of latest invention and products.

Overview of ICT and the Internet

Information and communication technology (ICT) as a term that gained prominence in the early parts of the 20th century has been defined by various scholars from different perspectives. Ayodele (2002) as cited in Afolabi and Abidoye (2011) defined ICT as electronic based technology generally used to retrieve, store, process and package information as well as provide access to knowledge. Aluko (2004) as cited in Afolabi and Abidoye (2011) also described ICT as enabling technologies (both hardware and software) necessary for delivery of voice/audio, data (high speed and low speed) video, fax and internet services from point A to point B (or possibly to multiply B C etc) using wired and wireless media protocol (IP) and non IP networks. To Nwachukwu (2004) who was cited in Afolabi and Abidoye (2011),  information and communication technologies (ICTs) is the application of computers and other technologies to the acquisition, organization, storage, retrieval and dissemination of information. However, in this context, information and communication technology is the use of electronic devices such as computers, telephones, Internet, satellite system, to store, retrieve and disseminate information in the form of data, text image and others.

Information and communication technologies (ICTs) could also be defined as a diverse set of technological tools and resources used to communicate and to create, disseminate store, and manage information, and they encompass a wide range of rapidly evolving technologies including telecommunications technologies, such as telephony, cable, satellite, TV and radio, computer-mediated conferencing and videoconferencing, as well as digital technologies, such as computers, information networks (Internet, the World Wide Web, intranets and extranets) and software applications. Ebijuwa (2005) defined ICT as tools used for collection, processing, storage, transmission, and dissemination of information. To Anyakoha (2005), ICT is the electronic means of capturing, processing, storing, and disseminating information.

Antherjanam and Sheeja (2008) explained that ICT is a broad term that covers wide range of technologies. It is the convergence of computers, communication and microelectronic-based techniques. The technologies and devices like radio, telephone, telegraph, fax, TV, mobile phone, Internet, WWW, email, LAN, ISDN, Videoconference and Satellite communication Techniques are major part of the ICT. With the help of LAN and WAN, information can be shared across communities.

Oyegbami (2009) observes that ICT is an instrument of social economic renaissance and if properly used it could excellently stem national and international calamity. If properly used, it will assist growth and development of higher institutions in Africa. The social-economic transformations that the world is witnessing presently have their roots in the prevalence of the ICT devices that are available. ICT can be applied to different fields of the human sector. 

Iwu (2003) as cited in Afolabi and Abidoye (2011) gave a breakdown of ICT into the following; sensing technologies, these equipments gather data and translate them into form that can be understood by the computer. These include sensors, scanners, keyboard, mouse, electronic pen, touch or digital boards, barcode sensors or readers, voice recognition system, etc; communication technologies, these are equipments that enable information to be transferred from the source to user. They also try to overcome natural barriers to information transfer like speed and distance some of these include facsimile machines (fax), telecommunication system, telephone, electronic mail, teleconferencing, electronic bulletin boards, etc; display technologies, these are output devices that form the interface between sensing, communication and analyzing technologies and human user. They include: computer screen, printers, television, etc. 

Others include analysis technologies; these are the technologies that help in the investigation or query of data, analysis and in-depth query for answers for simple to complex phenomena in research procedures. A complete set of a computer system could be a micro, mini, mainframe or super scamper; and lastly storage technologies, these technologies facilitate the efficient and effective storage of information in a form that can be easily accessed. They include: magnetic tapes, disks, optical disks cassettes, etc. One of the very useful and life changing products of ICT is the Internet.

 
According to Aqil and Ahmad (2011), the Internet is a “network of networks” that consists of smaller domestic, academic, business and government networks. One of the greatest inventions of the modern age, the internet has managed to creep into virtually every aspect of human existence essentially changing the way people live and work (Akintomide and Ademodi 2013). The Internet as it is today is product of tireless efforts expended by individuals who were focused and who had a dream of a worldwide connection which they achieved.


Akintomide and Ademodi (2013) traced the history of the Internet citing Zakon (1999) and Philip (2000). They expressed that The origin of the Internet could be traced to the early 1960s in ARPANET, a network designed by the Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA), now Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) to facilitate easy communication and quick access to data and programs from anywhere in the world. ARPANET was initially developed for military and defense purposes. It was part of the response of the US military to the Soviet Union‟s launching of Sputnik, the first artificial earths satellite, and to establish the US lead in science and technology. By late 1969, there were four interconnected nodes at the University of California at Los Angeles, Stanford Research Institute, University of California at Santa Barbara and the University of Utah. 

By the end of 1971 the number of nodes had increased to 15 and email was invented. In 1974 a commercial version of ARPANET called Telnet was released and Because Its Time NETwork – BITNET – was created in 1981. In 1982 the Internet was introduced as a result of the standardization of the Internet Protocol Suite (TCP/IP) and in 1984 the Domain Name System (DNS) was introduced. In 1986 TCP/IP network access was expanded when National Science Foundation Network (NSFNET) was created to provide access to supercomputer sites in the United States from research and education organizations. 

NFSNET initially operated at 56Kbps and later upgraded to 1.5Mbps and 45Mbps.By 1990 ARPANET was decommissioned and a few years later NSFNET was decommissioned and the National Science Foundation lifted restrictions on commercial use of the Internet. The commercialization of the Internet sparked off a rapid expansion all over the world. Since the mid 1990s, the Internet has had immense impact on culture and commerce including the rise of near instant communication by email, instant messaging, Voice-Over-Internet-Protocol (VOIP) two way interactive video calls and the World Wide Web with its discussion forums, blogs, social networking and online shopping sites. Increasing amounts of data are transmitted at higher and higher speeds over fibre optic networks operating at 1Gbps, 10Gbps or more.

 The Internet continues to grow driven by ever greater amounts of online information and knowledge, commerce, entertainment and social networking.  The Internet continues to grow exponentially. In December 1969, there were four hosts and no domains, but by July 1989 there were 130,000 hosts and 3900 domains. As of July 1999 there were more than 56 million hosts. In 1989 there were 837 networks; by 1996 there were 134,365. In 1993 there were 130 websites, by June 1996 there were more than 230,000 and by August 1999 there were more than 7 million. According to the originator of the World Wide Web, Tim Berners-Lee, the traffic on the original web server at CERN (European Organization for Nuclear Research) indicated exponential growth over the first three years (Berners-Lee 1996). With more than 3 billion email messages a day, the Internet has now surpassed the telephone as the primary business means of communication. As of 2011, more than 2.2 billion people use the services of the Internet.


The importance of the Internet cannot be over emphasized. Roknuzzaman (2006) in his paper, “A Survey of Internet Access in a Large Public University in Bangladesh” highlighted seven importance of internet as:  a platform for online communication, a tool for academic and professional excellence, a means of providing access to a variety of information sources, a medium to access to universities basic and general information, A guide for scholarship and fellowship programme, a source for seminar, conference and workshop information and to means of accessing library activities and databases. Teitelbaum (2012) also opined that on the face of it, Internet offers wondrous possibilities in education, business, culture and the general flow of information across boundaries. The benefits of the Internet to the field of education especially cannot be quantified.

Availability and accessibility of Internet for learning by secondary school students

Studies conducted on the availability and accessibility from different parts of the world presented findings that are consistent with the realities of their environments. Hanaur et al (2004) did a study and they discovered that most of the respondents noted that the first access point to the Internet was their home, and then followed by the library. The results of the study conducted by Kubiatko (2007) in Slovakia where the information and computer literacy of high school students were surveyed showed that the Internet was available for use to majority of the respondents and only a small number of students did not have access to the Internet.

The National Education Association (2008) studied access, adequacy and equity in education technology with American teachers as the respondents. Despite the fact that the primary respondents were teachers, students also featured. The findings from the study revealed that all educators and students in public schools had some access to computers and Internet. The teachers expressed that by virtue of that accessibility, there were assurances that students are capable of adequately using the Internet for learning. They further noted that even though the Internet access was adequate, the technical assistance and support were lacking.

Karsenti (2011) examined the benefits and challenges of using laptops in primary and secondary school in an eastern township school board. The results presented revealed that, of the students surveyed, 92% indicated that they had access to computer at home, 63.3% had a cell phone that helped them to access the internet and 67.7% used a portable digital reader such as mp3 device or iPod. On the other hand, 11% of the students clearly affirmed that they did not have Internet connection at home. 

Arinze, Okonkwo and Iwunor (2012) studied information and communication technology (ICT) application and students’ academic performance in social studies. The authors sampled eight social studies teachers and 24 students from 4 private schools and 4 public schools. The questionnaire that was the main research instrument contained 12 items generated to elicit response from the teachers and students. Results presented showed a mean score of 2.32 for availability of the Internet system. This result showed that there was a deficiency in the availability of the Internet in the schools, as the average score was 2.50. Ukpebor and Emwanta (2012) also studied that availability and the use of computer and internet by secondary school students in Benin City, Nigeria where most of the respondents indicated that they accessed the Internet at their homes, followed by the cyber café, school, mobile phones and friends and relatives home.
Demographic factor like ethnicity could also have an influence on the availability of the Internet to secondary school students. Sersion and Stevens (2012) did a study on the student technology access in an urban STEM high school. The study concentrated on the student access to computers and Internet. The principal methods used were case study and sequential explanatory research designs, supported by a student survey and school leader semi-structured interview of 690 students. Out of this population of study, 73.6% of the respondents participated in the study. Survey results indicated a significant difference in internet access for students based on ethnicity. Most of the white students (91.7%) from the research school had Internet access at home, compared to 73.4% of African-American. This leaves an 18.3% internet access gap.

The study by Singh and Bala (2014) also gave insights into the accessibility of the Internet for learning by secondary school students. The study was conducted among 130 higher secondary school students in Varanasi City India. The questionnaire was used to collect data and findings showed that a little bit above average (52%) indicated that they accessed the Internet through the cyber café, 33% used their homes, and 12% used the Internet at school, while just 3% used their mobile phones. Since the study was conducted in private and government schools, the results also showed the difference. Most students in private schools (83%) had access to the Internet, while 78% of those in government schools had access to the Internet. Most of the respondents (78%) indicated that they devoted 2-4 hours a day in accessing the Internet.  

Use of the Internet for learning by secondary school students


The Internet is a valuable tool that can improve the learning of secondary school students if well utilized. Studies conducted in this area show different results. Chandran (2000) conducted a study and noted that majority of the respondents used web and email services on the Internet especially for communication and information gathering. Berg (2005) surveyed the available research on student attitudes, perception and behaviour in the area of technology. The report of the study showed that nearly every online teen (94%) of 12 to 17 years old who reported that they used the Internet, had used the Internet for school related tasks or research. They even used the Internet in a sophisticated way in these capacities. In addition, according to a 2003 Net Day study quoted in the work, 67% of the students in grades 7-12 said they conducted internet search or visited a bookmarked website if assigned to work on a report or write an essay about a topic they knew little or nothing about. Most of the students also indicated that they used the Internet as a communication tool first and later used it to complete their school work.


Kubiatko (2007) also discovered in the study that captured information and communication literacy of secondary school students in different regions and districts of Slovakia. Results showed that nearly all the students (70%) used the Internet at school and about half of them use the Internet at home. Out of this number, 30% used the Internet every day, 28.3% two to three times a week and 22% once a week. Most of the respondents (70%) said that they used the Internet to obtain information for their academic work, while less than 8% said they used the Internet to download music.


Teachers and educators also appreciate the Internet as a vital tool that can be used by students for learning activities. Even though, some educators do not encourage the use, some have seen the benefits associated with the use of the internet by students. The National Education Association (2008) did a study where about half of the educators required their students to use technology at school for individual research and problem solving. But only few educators reported that they required their students to use computer and the internet regularly. Only one-third of the educators reported that they required their students to use the computers at least a few times a week.

  
Brandstrom (2011) did a qualitative study of teacher’s opinions on the use of the Internet in planning and instruction. Five upper secondary school teachers were interviewed face to face. The teachers thought that the Internet was a valuable source of information and an additional teaching tool. They further explained that the Internet motivates the students, make teaching more fun and allows variation in teaching tool. This opinion reveal that the teachers interviewed were favourably disposed to the use of the Internet for teaching and if teachers should encourage that, students will also do likewise. This will no doubt improve their learning. 


Singh and Bala (2014) in their study gave the various academic reasons for which secondary school students used the Internet. Most of the respondents (82%) in the study used the Internet for the purpose of assignment completion, 66% said they used the Internet to download different materials that are in the course syllabus so that it would be easy to grasp the contents of the course. A little above average (55%) of the respondents also said they read e-newspapers on the Internet, while (68%) of the students searched for information for colleges and universities through the Internet. Also, most of the respondents affirmatively indicated that they did not access blogs on the Internet.


In as much as secondary school students use different information resources to improve their learning, the Internet is still very prominent. Benard and Dulle (2014) assessed the access and use of school library information resources by secondary school students in Morogoro municipality, Tanzania. They used simple random sampling method to select the sample size of 150. Resulted presented showed that despite the fact that library resources were used, (46.4%) of the students indicated that they used Internet sources to access the materials that will enhance their learning.

Influence of internet use on learning of secondary school students

The Internet is acknowledged globally as a technology dominated by young people, and particularly students who are more inclined to exploit Internet resources for education, social interaction and entertainment (Salako and Tiamiyu 2007). Shitta (2002) expressed the influence that the internet holds by stating that the Internet is a communication super highway that links, hooks and focuses the entire world into a global village, where people of all races can easily get it touch, see, or speak to one another and exchange information from one point of the globe to another. Internet as affirmed by Awoleye, Siyanbola and Oladapo (2008) is used for information development, enhances easy communication, improves academic performance, used as a researched tool, provides solution to assignments, gives information on entertainment & education, and a source of scholarship. The internet could both positive and negative influences on secondary school students depending on the person using it.

Aseni (2005) assessed information searching habits of Internet users at Medical Sciences Secondary school of Isfahan, Iran. The findings showed that the respondents were obtaining quality information through the Internet and all the respondents were using the Internet. Wighting (2006) examined the effect of computer use on high school students’ sense of community. Results indicated that the use of computers and Internet in the classroom positively affected the students’ sense of learning. Analysis revealed that students believed that connectedness with their peers were the most important variable in developing a sense of community.  Oyedun also (2007) conducted a study on the Internet use in the Library of Federal Secondary school of Technology, Minna, and observed that most of the respondents claimed that through the Internet services in the library, they have improved considerably in their academic performance.
 
Amenyedzi, Lartey and Dzomeku (2011) conducted a study and discovered that the students of the senior high schools in Tema, Ghana who used the Internet for entertainment were 41.7%, learning and research 23.3% and browsing and email 35.0%. These students also attested to the fact that the Internet and computers have helped them to achieve new things which they could not have done. Some of these were; finishing assignments, solving questions, use of certain search engines, history of the countries, increased typing skills, chatting with friends and increases scope of researches. Most of them also said that they used the Internet to deepen their understanding of the subject taught in the classrooms.



The study by Wanajak (2011) presented another side to the discussion. Wanajak examined Internet usage and its impact on secondary school students in Chiang Mai, Thailand. Findings revealed that out of all the respondents, 3.7% were classified as addictive Internet users using the scale cut off recommended by the Delphi panel of experts. Internet addictive users spent significantly longer hours on the Internet than students who were classified normal users. The implication of this finding is that the students that fell in that category had jeopardize their learning and academic performance with the Internet addiction.



Takahira, Ando and Sakamoto (2012) studied children and the Internet in junior high and high school students aged 10 to 18 years. The study focused on the effect of the internet on information literacy, academic ability which includes; interest, motivation and active attitude toward learning. Knowledge and understanding of subjects, profound thoughts about subjects, and skills for learning and problem solving were also considered. Result presented revealed that in the end the conclusion was that, Internet usage both had a positive and a negative influence on the learning of secondary school students. 



Arinze, Okonkwo and Iwunor (2012) also provided the mean ratings of the extent to which ICT (Internet inclusive) influenced the interest of students in learning social studies. The mean scores revealed that all the scores were above 2.50. The perception of the respondents is hereby presented as follows; ICT appeals to different senses of the body thereby cater for individual differences in learning (Mean=2.52), it exposes the students to varied and more sources of information (Mean=2.58), it helps every students to study at his own pace (Mean=2.51) and it breaks teachers/students monotony (Mean=2.56).



At this point, the comment of Ngugi and Mberia (2014) is apt. They studied the influence of the Internet on the reading culture of secondary school teachers in Kenya. They commented that the emergence of the Internet has created an extraordinary change in the reading culture. It has made its existence, fully or partially, in the reading behaviour of the people presently reading is no longer compared to the print reading. The scope of reading has changed drastically in the Internet revolution to include websites, web pages, e-books, e-journals, and other multimedia documents. If care is not taken, all these may interfere with regular pattern if care is not taken and this will impact on learning of secondary school students negatively, especially when they have become engrossed in it.  

Factors affecting the use of the Internet for learning by secondary school students

Secondary schools also play an important role in influencing students with instructional practices that motivate them to use ICT. Furthermore, student-perceived secondary school expectations are strongly associated with ICT usage (Vekiri 2010). Specifically, when secondary schools integrate Internet technology into their classroom and encourage students to learn basic skills such as generating spread sheets, making PowerPoint presentations, and using internet related software, there are fewer barriers to student use of these technologies and increased usage (Gibbs, Dosen, and Guerrero 2009). However, barriers extend beyond the external factors that limit direct access to the technology. Other elements, known as manipulative or endogenous factors, include things such as school attendance, attitude, and level of achievement; contribute substantially to student usage (Slavin, Karweit, and Maddin 1989). 

There are several impediments to the successful use of information and communication technology in secondary schools in Nigeria. These are: cost, weak infrastructure, lack of skills, lack of relevant software and limited access to the Internet. The price of computer hardware and software continues to drop in most developed countries, but in developing countries, such as Nigeria, the cost of computers is several times more expensive. While a personal computer may cost less than a month’s wages in the United State, the average Nigeria worker may require more than two years’ income to buy one.

Nigeria has over 6,000 public secondary schools. Majority are short of books, paper and pencils. Many of the schools lack adequate infrastructure such as classrooms and only few are equipped with television or radio. Apart from the basic computers themselves, other costs associated with peripherals such as printers, monitors, paper, modem, extra disk drives are beyond the reach of most secondary schools in Nigeria. The schools cannot also afford the exorbitant Internet connection fees.

The study by Williamson, McGregor, Archibald and Sullivan (2007) revealed some of the factors affecting the use of Internet for learning by students. The research took a qualitative sample selected from four Australian schools and interviews were conducted with students. Most of them viewed lack of trust in the Internet as a major limiting factor. Some of the comments made by the students during the interview were; “Yeah I probably trusted the books more because on the internet you don’t know what is right and what is wrong”; “A lot of times when you go on the Internet, you find someone’s opinion, not fact. But I know how to like [find] educated one and everything I know. You can tell when a site is all right”.  

Lawal, Adegbemile, Aribisala and Oke (2008) surveyed the use of computer and Internet in conducting research and training in a developing country and gave the problems that cause under utilization of computer and Internet facilities. These problems include; lack of knowledge of the use of computers and the Internet, high cost of Internet connectivity and software, irregular power supply and the poor inadequate telecom facilities. These limiting factors create a weak infrastructure especially in Nigeria.

 A formidable obstacle to the use of information and communication technology is infrastructure deficiencies. Computer equipment was made to function with other infrastructure such as electricity under “controlled conditions”. For some years Nigeria has been having difficulty providing stable and reliable electricity supply to every nook and cranny of the country without success. Currently, there is no part of the country, which can boast of electricity supply for 24 hours a day except probably areas where government officials live. There have been cases whereby expensive household appliances such as refrigerators, deep freezers and cookers have been damaged by upsurge in electricity supply after a period of power outage.

Electronics equipment such as radio, television, video recorder and even computers has been damaged due to irregular power supply. When electricity supply is not stable and constant, it is difficult to keep high-tech equipment such as computers functioning, especially under extreme weather conditions as obtained in Nigeria. The high levels of dust during the dry season in Nigeria also make electronic equipment to have short live span. In rural Nigeria most inhabitant do not have access to electricity, thereby denying rural secondary schools opportunity to benefit from the use of electronic equipment such as radio, television, video recorders and computers. The few Internet access available in Nigeria is found in urban centres. These environmental realities are difficult to manage because fans, sealed rooms and stable electricity are lacking in many urban homes and rural areas.

             Nigeria does not only lack information infrastructure, it also lacked the human skills and knowledge to fully integrate ICT into secondary education. To use information and communication technology (ICT) in secondary schools in Nigeria, the need for locally trained workers to install, maintain and support these systems cannot be over emphasized. There is acute shortage of trained personnel in application software, operating systems, network administration and local technicians to service and repair computer facilities. Those who are designated to use computers in Nigeria do not receive adequate training, at worst; do not receive any training at all (Okebukola 1997).

            The studies by Amenyedzi, Lartey and Dzomeku (2011) and that of Brandstrom (2011) also identified some factors which include; lack of adequate computers and other ICT tools especially in rural schools, poor internet connectivity, lack of adequate manpower, lack of coherent ICT policy framework, students’ cheating, unreliable information, technical problems and students’ extracurricular activities during lessons. Furthermore, Kaur (2000) and Singh and Bala (2014) in their separate studies presented results in which their respondents noted that slow Internet connectivity was the major challenge that affected their use of the internet.

In Nigeria also, most secondary school secondary schools lack the skills to fully utilize technology in curriculum implementation hence the traditional chalk and duster approach still dominates in secondary school pedagogy. Information transfer using ICT is minimal or non-existence in secondary schools in Nigeria (Anao 2003).Secondary school secondary schools in Nigeria need to be trained on educational technologies and the integration of computers into classroom teaching. According to Carlson and Firpo (2001), “secondary schools need effective tools, techniques, and assistance that can help them develop computer based projects and activities especially designed to raise the level of teaching in required subjects and improve student learning.

Another challenge is that of limited internet access. Ogiegbaen and Iyamu (2005) opined that in Nigeria there are few Internet providers that provide Internet gateway services to Nigerians. Such Internet providers are made up of Nigerians who are in partnership with foreign information and communication companies. Many of these companies provide poor services to customers who are often exploited and defrauded. The few reputable companies, which render reliable services, charged high fees thus limiting access to the use of the Internet. The greatest technological challenge in Nigeria is how to establish reliable cost effective Internet connectivity. In a country where only about 0.6% of the populace has home personal computers then in 2005, the few reliable Internet providers who invested huge sum of money in the business had a very small clientele. They had to charge high fees in order to recoup their investment in reasonable time.

Secondary schools in Nigeria are not given adequate funds to provide furniture, requisite books, laboratories and adequate classrooms let alone being given adequate funds for high-tech equipment (computers) and Internet connectivity. Again, due to the lack of adequate electricity supply, especially in rural areas in Nigeria, secondary schools located in those areas have no access to the Internet and are perpetually isolated and estranged from the world’s information superhighway. Nigeria in lagging behind other African countries such as Uganda, Senegal and South Africa who are already helping secondary school students in those countries to become better information users. Almost all Internet service providers in Nigeria are based in the urban areas.

Parent scepticism is another challenge faced by students was parents’ attitudes toward the internet Learning Management System (LMS). Some parents do not allow their children to use the Internet because they do not trust its content and because they have a poor overall understanding of parental controls on web browsers. In addition, students generally expressed that their parents rarely checked their work on the LMS because they did not know how to, or they felt it was too challenging for them to learn. In support of the qualitative findings, there was a strong correlation between parent and student usage in the secondary data.

Appraisal of Literature Reviewed

The literature review presents a comprehensive examination of the multifaceted relationship between internet services, English language learning, and secondary education in Nigeria. The review effectively establishes the theoretical foundations and empirical evidence necessary to understand how internet technologies influence students' academic performance. The "Concept of English Language" section provides a robust foundation for understanding the pivotal role of English in secondary education. The author successfully articulates how English proficiency extends beyond basic communication to encompass critical thinking and academic achievement. The discussion effectively balances theoretical frameworks with practical applications specific to the Ilorin Metropolis context. The literature appropriately highlights the tension between digital communication patterns and formal academic requirements, supported by relevant research from Akande (2021), Adedoyin & Soykan (2020), and others.

In examining secondary education, the review effectively contextualizes the Nigerian educational system within both historical and global frameworks. The 6-3-3-4 model is clearly explained, and the objectives of secondary education are comprehensively outlined through reference to the National Policy on Education (2004). The characterization of secondary school students as technologically engaged adolescents provides important context for understanding their interaction with educational technologies, though this section would benefit from more Nigeria-specific empirical data. The overview of ICT and internet development demonstrates thorough research into both conceptual definitions and historical evolution. The literature effectively traces internet development from ARPANET to contemporary applications, providing clear context for understanding current usage patterns. The breakdown of ICT components offers a helpful framework for comprehending the multidimensional nature of digital tools in education.

The examination of internet accessibility reveals significant disparities across different contexts, with the review effectively comparing findings from various countries. The literature identifies important factors influencing access, including socioeconomic status, institutional resources, and demographic variables. The comparative analysis between private and government schools provides valuable insights, though more specific data on accessibility in Ilorin Metropolis would strengthen this section.  The review effectively explores patterns of internet usage among secondary students, highlighting the evolution from communication-focused to increasingly academic applications. The inclusion of teachers' perspectives adds valuable context regarding how educational requirements influence students' engagement with online resources. The literature provides specific data on academic internet usage, helpfully connecting abstract concepts to concrete student behaviors. The balanced examination of both positive and negative influences of internet usage on student learning represents a strength of the review. The literature effectively highlights how internet resources can enhance academic performance while also acknowledging potential drawbacks such as internet addiction. The connection between internet usage and broader educational outcomes such as motivation and problem-solving skills is well established.

The analysis of factors affecting internet usage in Nigerian secondary schools is particularly strong, with the review effectively categorizing barriers into infrastructure deficiencies, skills limitations, cost constraints, and social factors. The discussion of electricity supply challenges offers crucial context for understanding practical limitations to technology integration. The literature addresses multiple dimensions of the digital divide, connecting these challenges to broader systemic issues in Nigerian education. Overall, the literature review demonstrates a thorough understanding of the complex relationship between internet access, English language learning, and secondary education in Nigeria. The author effectively synthesizes research from various contexts while maintaining focus on the specific challenges and opportunities present in the Nigerian educational landscape. Future research could benefit from more location-specific data regarding internet accessibility and usage patterns in Ilorin Metropolis secondary schools.

The current study aims to address critical gaps in existing research by specifically examining the complex interplay between internet service utilization and English language performance among secondary school students in Ilorin Metropolis. While previous literature has broadly explored internet accessibility and usage patterns in various contexts, this study intends to provide localized, empirical evidence on how different patterns of internet engagement directly impact English language proficiency metrics in this specific Nigerian educational setting. By focusing on the nuanced relationship between internet usage frequency, purpose, supervision, and measurable English language outcomes, the research seeks to move beyond generalized observations to establish clear correlations between digital engagement and academic performance. This investigation will fill the methodological gap by employing a mixed-methods approach that combines quantitative assessment data with qualitative insights from students and educators, thereby providing a more comprehensive understanding than previous single-method studies. Furthermore, by examining these dynamics within the particular infrastructural, socioeconomic, and educational constraints of Ilorin Metropolis, the study will contribute context-specific knowledge essential for developing effective educational policies and pedagogical strategies that appropriately balance technological integration with traditional language instruction in Nigerian secondary schools.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Introduction
This chapter will discuss the methodology that will be used in carrying out this study. The sub-headings will include research design, population of the study, sampling technique and sample size, research instruments, validity of instruments, data collection procedure, and data analysis.

Research Design
The descriptive survey research method will be adopted for this study. This involves the systematic and scientific collection of data from a sample of respondents selected from a given population, using a standardized questionnaire that will be administered. This method is selected because it helps to provide an accurate description or picture of a particular situation or phenomenon at one or more points in time. It is also beneficial because different kinds of information can be collected, and when compared with other methods like experimental and observational research, it is cost-effective.

Population of the Study
The population that will be used in this research will comprise senior secondary school students of in Ilorin metropolis. According to data that will be collected from the schools, the 100 number of students in SS1-SS3 from the selected secondary school in Ilorin metropolis. This will give a total number of 100 respondents as the population of the study.

Sampling Technique and Sample Size
This study will adopt the systematic random sampling method. This method ensures the selection of units of the sample at a fixed interval on the sampling frame, with members selected at random. Using this technique, every two weeks respondent will be selected to be part of the research. This will give a total sample size of 100 respondents.

Research Instrument
The study will adopt the use of a questionnaire as the main instrument for data collection. The questionnaire will be divided into five sections: Section A will contain demographic information with five (5) questions. Section B will elicit responses on the availability and accessibility of the Internet with two (2) questions. Section C will focus on the tools used on the Internet, containing one (1) question. Section D will elicit responses on the influence of Internet use on learning, with one (1) question. Section E will contain one (1) question focusing on the challenges affecting the use of the Internet for learning.

The questionnaire will contain a total of ten (20) questions.

Validity of Instrument
To ensure the validity of the instrument, the questionnaire will be subjected to scrutiny by the project supervisor, who will review it and suggest necessary corrections to determine its appropriateness. The relevant suggestions will be implemented before the questionnaire is administered.

Data Collection Procedure
A total of 100 copies of the questionnaire will be administered personally by the researcher to the secondary school students in their respective classes at the selected schools. Adequate time will be given for the students to complete the questionnaire, after which the researcher will personally retrieve them.

Method of Data Analysis
The analysis of collected data will be based on simple descriptive statistical analysis, using frequency counts and percentages. The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) will be used for data analysis. Figures and tables will be used to present the findings, from which inferences and recommendations will be drawn.

.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1
Introduction


This study examined the effect of the Internet use on learning of secondary school students in two secondary schools in Lagos State Nigeria. This chapter presents the summary of findings, conclusion and recommendations. 

5.2
Summary of findings


The summary of the findings of this study is as presented as follows;

Majority of the secondary school students indicated that the Internet was not available for their use for learning.

Most of the secondary school students accessed the Internet through the cyber cafes, followed by the school library and their mobile phones.

The tools used on the Internet the most by the secondary school students were email services, blogs and social networking services like blackberry messenger, Whatsapp, Instagram and the likes.

Majority of the secondary school students noted that the Internet had an influence on their learning as they spent more time on the internet and they did not read as they used to before.

The challenges militating against the use of the Internet for learning as indicated by most of the secondary school students include; slow internet speed, distractions from the social networking sites and lack of personal mobile device of their own.

5.3
Conclusion

The potentials inherent in the use of the Internet for learning are enormous. The information resources available on different websites cannot be quantified. The platform that the Internet provides to aid interactions and communication through the social media platforms is second to none. If the Internet is used properly, secondary school students will have access to current and up to date information in different subject fields, the information can also be shared with colleagues in form of group discussion. The students that have access to the internet through the cyber cafes and also their schools should make good use of this provision by utilizing the Internet to improve their learning.


This does not mean that the Internet should be used only for educational purposes, at times email services can be used, blogs can be visited and even the Internet may be used to download wholesome music and videos. But the point of emphasis is that, secondary school students should avoid internet addition when it comes to its use for relaxation purposes. This is because spending too much time on the Internet chatting with friends or watching movies will encroach on the valuable time that should be used for reading and studying. Secondary school students should learn how to set boundaries on when it comes to the use of the Internet, they should give maximum attention to studying which has the potential of improving their learning and academic performance.  

5.4
Recommendations

Based on the findings and conclusion, the study recommended that;

Parents and school administrators should ensure that the Internet is available for use by secondary school students either at home through the provision of personal computers or in the school through the library or Information and Communication Technology laboratory. This will enable the students have access to globalized information resources that can improve their learning and also provides a medium of interacting with their mates.

Parents, school administrators and teachers should regularly advise and guide the secondary school students to use Internet tools like email services, blogs and social networking services like blackberry messenger, Whatspp, and Instagram moderately. They should properly monitor the students at home and in school so that whenever they are on the Internet, they spend most of the time searching for educational resources, rather than chatting away valuable time. 

 Teachers and parents should make sure that learning of secondary school students is not affected negatively because of the use of the Internet. Teachers should give sufficient take home assignments that will keep the students occupied at home and also will make them visit the Internet to download information resources. Parents should also ensure that students complete their assignments.

Secondary schools management should provide fast and accessible Internet services in their schools and also ensure that Internet literacy skills are imparted to the students. This will help them utilize the internet effectively for educational purposes that will improve their learning. Parents should also provide their wards that are in secondary schools with Internet enabled devices so that they can develop their ICT skills and stay connected with the rest of the world. In as much as the provision of mobile device is good, the use should be monitored and regulated so that their wards will not misuse it to the detriment of their learning. 

5.5       Areas for further research

This study has considered the effect of Internet use on learning of secondary school students from the perspective of the students alone, the incorporation of teachers and more secondary schools across different states into future studies should be considered and that avenue should be explored. 
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APPENDIX

RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE

Dear Respondent,

        I am a final year student of the above university and carrying out a research on the effect of internet use on learning of secondary school students, in partial fulfilment of the Bachelor of Library and information studies degree. I solicit your assistance in completing this questionnaire and your response, which will be used for purely academic purpose, shall be treated with utmost confidentiality.

Yours faithfully

Ekundayo, O.E

SECTION A: BIO DATA

Name of School ____________________________________

Class:  SS1 (  )   SS2 (     ) SS3 (     )

Age: 10-14 (    ) 15-19 (     ) 20- 24 (    ) 25 and above (   )

Gender: Male (    )  Female (     )

Religion: Christianity (   )  Islam (     ) African Traditional Religion (    ) others______________________________________

SECTION B: AVAILABILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY OF THE INTERNET

Is the internet available to you whenever you need to access it? Yes (    )  No (     )

How do you access the internet? 

Please tick where you access the internet;

Access Points

Tick 

Mobile phone

Laptop computer

School library

Cyber café

ICT laboratory

Computer tablet

SECTION C: TOOLS USED ON THE INTERNET

What are the tools that you use on the internet?

Please tick as Yes or No as applicable;

Statement

Yes

No

I use search engines to download documents that will help my school work

I use the internet mostly to download films

I use the internet to download songs and music videos always

I check out blogs on the internet every time

I use blackberry messenger, whatsapp, instagram etc on internet each time I am on it

I use e-mail services on the internet

SECTION D: INFLUENCE OF INTERNET USE ON LEARNING

What influence does the use of the internet have on your learning?

Please tick as applicable using this scale: Strongly Agree (SA) Agree (A) Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree (SD)

Statement

SA

A

D

SD

I spend more time on the internet that I do not read as I used to before

I find it difficult not to browse the internet in a day

I got tired that I do not read after browsing the internet

I find myself chatting with my friends when teachers are in class

I use the internet to get information that will help me to complete my assignment

I use the internet to get information in preparation for my examinations

I get distracted when reading because I think often about browsing the internet

SECTION E:  CHALLENGES AFFECTING INTERNET USE FOR LEARNING

What are the challenges that you encounter in the use of the internet for learning?

Please tick as applicable using this scale: Strongly Agree (SA) Agree (A) Disagree (D) Strongly Disagree (SD)

Challenges

SA

A

D

SD

Slow internet speed

Lack of money to subscribe to the internet

Lack of mobile device of your own that can browse

Distractions from social networking sites

Lack of knowledge of educational websites

Lack of encouragement by teachers to use the internet for learning

Pressure from friends to do other things on the internet

Lack of educational materials on the internet that can used

Unsteady power supply

