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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
Early marriage is defined as the formal or informal union where one or both parties are under the age of 18, is a prevalent issue affecting millions of girls worldwide. In many parts of Nigeria, particularly in regions such as Ilorin Metropolis, early marriage remains a common practice due to cultural, economic, and social factors. This practice has significant implications on the educational attainment and overall development of the girl child. Education is a fundamental human right and a critical factor for socio-economic development. However, early marriage often truncates the educational journey of many young girls, limiting their opportunities for personal and professional growth. Education empowers individuals with knowledge, skills, and opportunities to contribute meaningfully to the economy and society. However, despite its significance, several barriers hinder access to education, particularly for girls in many developing regions. Among these barriers, early marriage remains a persistent challenge, especially in traditional and patriarchal societies.
According to UNICEF (2021), millions of girls globally are married off at a young age, with Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia accounting for the highest prevalence rates. Early marriage truncates education by forcing young girls to assume adult responsibilities, such as childbearing and household management, leaving little room for academic pursuits.
 In Nigeria, early marriage is a widespread social issue with cultural, religious, and economic underpinnings. The practice is particularly prevalent in the northern and central regions, including Ilorin Metropolis, a city with a rich cultural heritage and diverse socio-economic dynamics. Girls in this area often face conflicting pressures between traditional expectations and modern aspirations. While education is increasingly recognized as a pathway to empowerment and economic independence, the persistent tradition of early marriage undermines these efforts, perpetuating cycles of poverty and gender inequality. The interplay between early marriage and girl child education is critical in understanding broader issues of gender equity and social development. Early marriage often results in school dropouts, as young brides prioritize family responsibilities over education. Additionally, it exposes girls to health risks such as early pregnancy and limits their ability to secure well-paying jobs in the future, thereby perpetuating poverty within families and communities.
Ilorin Metropolis, the capital city of Kwara State, Nigeria, presents a unique context for studying the impact of early marriage on girl child education. The city, with its diverse population and blend of traditional and modern influences, offers a microcosm of the broader Nigerian society. This study focuses on Ilorin Metropolis as a case study to explore the effect of early marriage on girl child education. It seeks to understand the factors contributing to early marriage, its impact on educational attainment, and the broader socio-economic implications for the community. By identifying these dynamics, the study aims to inform policies and interventions that can mitigate the practice of early marriage and promote equitable access to education for girls in the region.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
Despite global and national efforts to promote girl child education, early marriage remains a significant barrier in many parts of Nigeria, including Ilorin Metropolis. Girls who are married off at an early age are often forced to abandon their education, resulting in lower literacy rates, limited job prospects, and perpetuation of poverty. This situation not only affects the individual girls but also has broader socio-economic implications for their families and communities. The interruption of education due to early marriage undermines the potential of girls to contribute meaningfully to society and hampers the overall development goals of the nation.
This study seeks to investigate the extent to which early marriage affects the education of girls in Ilorin Metropolis, identifying the underlying causes and proposing possible solutions to mitigate this challenge. By understanding the dynamics at play, policymakers, educators, and community leaders can develop targeted interventions to promote and protect the educational rights of girls.
1.3 Objectives of the Study
The primary objectives of this study are to:
1. examine the prevalence of early marriage in Ilorin Metropolis.
2. investigate the socio-cultural and economic factors contributing to early marriage in the study area.
3. assess the impact of early marriage on the educational attainment of girls.
4. identify the challenges faced by married girls in pursuing their education.
5. propose strategies to reduce the incidence of early marriage and support the education of affected girls.
6. identify the possible reasons for early marriage in Ilorin Metropolis.
7. examine the educational effects of early marriage on female academic performance in Ilorin Metropolis.
8. examine the non-educational effects of early marriage on female academic performance in Ilorin Metropolis.
1.4 Research Questions
To guide the investigation, the following research questions have been formulated:
1. Is early marriage prevalent in Ilorin Metropolis ?
2. What socio-cultural and economic factors contribute to early marriage in the study area?
3. How does early marriage impact the educational attainment of girls in Ilorin Metropolis?
4. What challenges do married girls face in continuing their education?
5. What strategies can be implemented to reduce early marriage and support the education of girls?



1.5 Significance of the Study
This study is significant for several reasons:
1. Awareness: It will raise awareness about the prevalence and consequences of early marriage on girl child education in Ilorin Metropolis.
2. Policy Development: The findings will provide valuable insights for policymakers to formulate effective strategies and policies to combat early marriage and promote girl child education.
3. Educational Planning: Educators and school administrators can use the study's outcomes to develop supportive programs for married girls to continue their education.
4. Community Engagement: The study will engage community leaders and members in discussions about the importance of delaying marriage and prioritizing education for girls.
5. Future Research: It will serve as a foundation for further research on the topic, encouraging more in-depth studies and longitudinal analyses.
1.6 Scope of the Study
This study focuses on examining the effect of early marriage on the education of the girl child, with a specific emphasis on the Ilorin Metropolis. The scope of the study is outlined as follows:
1. Geographical Scope: The study is confined to Ilorin Metropolis, the capital city of Kwara State, Nigeria. This area was chosen due to its diverse population, varying socio-economic backgrounds, and prevalence of early marriage practices that may affect the education of young girls.
2. Demographic Scope: The primary subjects of this study are girls and young women who have experienced early marriage, as well as those at risk of early marriage within the metropolis. The study also includes parents, educators, community leaders, and policymakers to gather a holistic perspective.
3. Content Scope: The study investigates:
· The prevalence of early marriage in the Ilorin Metropolis.
· The factors contributing to early marriage, including cultural, economic, and religious influences.
· The impact of early marriage on the educational attainment, career prospects, and personal development of girls.
· The role of societal attitudes and government policies in either perpetuating or mitigating early marriage and its effects on education.
4. Time Frame: The study covers data and events from the last ten years to provide a contemporary analysis of the issue. This timeframe ensures the study captures recent trends and the effectiveness of recent interventions.
5. Methodological Scope: Both qualitative and quantitative research methods are employed, including:
· Surveys and questionnaires distributed to affected individuals, their families, and educators.
· Interviews with community leaders and policymakers.
· Review of relevant literature and policies related to early marriage and girl child education.
6. Limitations: The study is limited to the Ilorin Metropolis and may not reflect the dynamics of early marriage in other regions of Nigeria. Additionally, access to reliable data may be constrained by cultural sensitivities or reluctance to discuss personal issues.
This scope provides a clear boundary for the study, ensuring that the research remains focused, manageable, and relevant to address
1.7 Definition of Terms
· Early Marriage: A formal or informal union where one or both parties are under the age of 18.
· Girl Child Education: The education of female children from primary to secondary school levels.
· Ilorin Metropolis: The capital city of Kwara State, Nigeria, encompassing various districts and communities.
· Socio-cultural Factors: Social and cultural practices, beliefs, and norms that effect behavior and decisions within a community.
· Educational Attainment: The highest level of education an individual has completed.
· Marriage:  A formal, usually legally recognized, agreement between a man and a woman making them husband and wife, the state of being married. 
· Legitimate: That can be defended  


CHAPTER TWO
 LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Introduction
This chapter reviews existing literature on the effect of early marriage on the education of girl children, with a focus on the Ilorin Metropolis. It examines the definitions and concepts of early marriage, the educational implications for girls, the socio-economic and cultural factors contributing to early marriage, and the specific impacts on the education of female children in Ilorin. This review aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the issues and to situate the current study within the broader context of existing research.
2.2 Concept of Early Marriage
Early marriage, often defined as marriage before the age of 18, is a significant social issue that disproportionately affects girls. According to the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), early marriage is a violation of human rights, as it impedes a child's ability to enjoy their childhood, limits opportunities for education, and restricts their ability to reach their full potential. The practice is prevalent in various regions worldwide, particularly in developing countries, where cultural, economic, and social factors often drive its persistence.
The term “early marriage” refers to both formal marriages and informal unions in which a girl lives with a partner as if married before age of 18 (UNICEF 2005). Similarly, UNFPA (2006) defines early marriage and child marriage as any marriage carried out below the age of 18 years, before the girl is physically, physiologically, and psychologically ready to shoulder the responsibilities of marriage and childbearing. Child marriage, on the other hand, involves either one or both spouses being children and may take place with or without formal registration under civil, religious or customary laws. Ango (1991) defined early marriage as either marriage of an adolescent girl or boy, marriage of an adolescent girl to a matured man or vice versa and this happens at puberty when the individual is getting matured. The marital age according to Molokwu (2000) is above age of 18 years, when the individual is physically, socially, academically and emotionally matured to cope with the challenges of marriage. The Nigerian review draft decree put marriage age of the girl-child at 18 years.
Addressing the issue of early marriage is imperative for ensuring that every girl has the opportunity to access and benefit from education. By focusing on Ilorin Metropolis, this study seeks to shed light on the challenges faced by young girls and propose solutions to help them realize their full potential.
2.3 Islamic View On Early Marriage
In Islamic teachings, marriage is highly encouraged and regarded as a significant milestone in life. The concept of early marriage, particularly in historical and traditional contexts, has roots in Islamic teachings and practices, but it should be understood in the broader framework of Islamic ethics, cultural diversity, and contemporary realities. Here are key points regarding the Islamic view on early marriage:
1. Encouragement of Marriage
Islam encourages marriage as a means to fulfill emotional, physical, and spiritual needs in a lawful and harmonious manner. It is viewed as a safeguard against immoral behavior and a way to build families and communities.
The Quran states:
"And marry those among you who are single and those who are fit among your male slaves and your female slaves. If they are poor, Allah will enrich them out of His grace. Allah is Ample-Giving, All-Knowing." (Surah An-Nur 24:32)
2. Marriageable Age
The minimum age for marriage in Islam is not explicitly defined in the Quran or Hadith. However, Islamic scholars emphasize that individuals must reach bulugh (puberty) and have the physical and mental maturity to understand and fulfill the responsibilities of marriage.
While some historical examples of early marriage exist in Islamic tradition due to societal norms of the time, modern interpretations often consider factors like education, emotional readiness, and legal frameworks.
3. Consent and Willingness
Islam places great emphasis on mutual consent in marriage. Both the bride and groom must willingly agree to the marriage. Forced marriages are not permitted in Islam.
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:
"A previously married woman should not be married without her consent, and a virgin should not be married without her permission." (Sahih Bukhari, Hadith 5138)


4. Cultural and Contextual Factors
In many Muslim societies historically, early marriage was common due to shorter life expectancy, social customs, and economic considerations. Today, these norms vary widely across different cultures. Islamic scholars and communities often adapt their understanding of marriage age to align with contemporary needs and legal standards.
5. Challenges of Early Marriage
In the modern context, early marriage may lead to challenges such as limited education opportunities, health risks, and social difficulties. Many Muslim-majority countries have adopted minimum age laws for marriage to protect the rights of individuals, particularly young girls.
6. Islamic Guidance in Modern Times
Islamic principles prioritize justice, protection, and the well-being of individuals. Therefore, Islamic scholars advocate for marriage when individuals are mature enough to handle its responsibilities and rights. Education, compatibility, and readiness are emphasized.
Islamic views on early marriage are nuanced and adaptable to time and place. While early marriage was historically practiced in certain contexts, modern Islamic thought often emphasizes maturity, readiness, and compliance with local laws to ensure marriages are conducted in a responsible and ethical manner.
2.4 Educational Implications of Early Marriage
The impact of early marriage on the education of girl children is profound and multifaceted. Early marriage often leads to:
· School Dropout: Girls who marry early are more likely to drop out of school due to the responsibilities of marriage and motherhood, which are often prioritized over education.
· Reduced Educational Attainment: Early marriage significantly reduces the likelihood of completing secondary or higher education, limiting future economic opportunities and perpetuating the cycle of poverty.
· Limited Access to Quality Education: Married girls may face barriers to accessing quality education, including stigmatization, lack of support, and inadequate educational facilities.
Research indicates that education is a key factor in delaying marriage and improving the prospects of girls. Educated girls are more likely to understand their rights, make informed decisions, and contribute positively to their communities.
2.5 Socio-Economic and Cultural Factors Contributing to Early Marriage
Several socio-economic and cultural factors contribute to the prevalence of early marriage in Ilorin Metropolis:
· Poverty: Economic hardship is a major driver of early marriage, as families may view marriage as a means of securing financial stability or reducing the economic burden of caring for a girl child.
· Cultural Norms and Practices: Cultural beliefs and traditional practices often reinforce early marriage. In some communities, marriage is seen as a way to protect a girl's honor or as a rite of passage into adulthood.
· Gender Inequality: Societal norms that prioritize boys' education over girls' education contribute to the higher rates of early marriage among girls. Gender discrimination limits girls' access to educational resources and opportunities.
· Lack of Awareness: Limited awareness of the negative consequences of early marriage and the benefits of education for girls perpetuates the practice. Families and communities may not fully understand the long-term impact on girls' health, well-being, and future prospects.
2.6 Impact of Early Marriage on Female Child Education in Ilorin Metropolis
In Ilorin Metropolis, early marriage significantly affects the education of female children. The specific impacts include:
· Interrupted Education: Many girls who marry early are forced to leave school, leading to interrupted education and reduced educational attainment. This disruption hinders their ability to acquire the skills and knowledge necessary for personal and professional development.
· Limited Career Opportunities: Early marriage often restricts girls' career aspirations and opportunities. Without adequate education, girls are less likely to secure well-paying jobs, perpetuating the cycle of poverty and dependence.
· Health and Well-being: Early marriage is associated with adverse health outcomes, including early pregnancy and childbirth, which can further impede educational pursuits. Health complications from early pregnancies can lead to long-term health issues, affecting girls' ability to participate fully in education.
· Social Isolation: Married girls may experience social isolation and limited interaction with peers, reducing their opportunities for social and emotional development. This isolation can also affect their motivation and ability to continue education.
Early marriage has negative effect on the girls’ education in District Muzaffar Garh as explained by the area chief in an informal interview.
Early marriage is a distraction for the future of young girls - educationally, socially and economically. When a girl is married in teenage, she will not find time to socialize with other people or go to school. When a girl is married in early-age, she will suffer from poverty and ignorance. Early marriage leads to maternal deaths because when a young girl conceives before reaching maturity, this leads to maternal deaths especially when she does not deliver in hospital. She may also suffer obstructed labour which leads to vesico-vaginal fistula. She may deliver underweight children because she does not know what to eat during pregnancy and this may result in child illnesses and finally death of the child other than early marriage affecting the girls’ education the researcher sought to find out other effects of early marriage.
2.7 Strategies to Mitigate the Effects of Early Marriage on Education
To address the impact of early marriage on the education of girl children, several strategies can be implemented:
· Community Education and Awareness: Raising awareness about the negative consequences of early marriage and the benefits of girls' education can change community attitudes and practices.
· Economic Support and Incentives: Providing financial incentives and support to families can reduce the economic pressures that drive early marriage. Scholarships, conditional cash transfers, and other forms of economic assistance can encourage families to prioritize education.
· Strengthening Legal Frameworks: Enforcing laws and policies that prohibit early marriage and protect girls' rights to education is crucial. Legal reforms should be accompanied by effective implementation and monitoring mechanisms.
· Promoting Gender Equality: Addressing gender discrimination and promoting gender equality in education and other sectors can create an environment where girls' education is valued and supported.
· Providing Alternative Education Opportunities: Offering flexible and alternative education programs, such as evening classes or vocational training, can help married girls continue their education.
2.8 Overview Of Early Marriages
 Early marriage is sometimes called child marriage is very common and affect children who are as young as 9 years old. Ironically some of these young girls actually reach puberty in the houses of their husbands. The practice sometimes, is that very young girls are given in marriage to husbands who are old enough to be their grand fathers and are commanded to remain there and be good wives. Violence occurs when the child refuses sex; she is violently assaulted sexually and ends up being pregnant at a very early age. Many of these girls experience obstructive labour and consequently develop fistula and are abandoned by both husbands and parents to their fate (Childs Right Information Network, 2011). In many of these early marriages, the children are given to the men free for economic gains to the family or to build alliances for business or political benefits. In Nigeria, early marriage is a widespread practice, particularly in the northern part of the country and commonly in Ilorin Metropolis. There, it is believed erroneously that when a girl is married off early, she does not have the opportunity to become promiscuous. It is also believed in most parts of northern Nigeria that it is permissible for a man to marry a child as young as the age of 9 as long as sexual relations with her is postponed until she has attained puberty. But unfortunately in almost all the cases, the child brides are forced into sexual intercourse with their spouses as soon as they are married resulting in very early pregnancy and resulting into vesico vaginal fistula (VVF) obstetric fistula, when such girls give birth eventually at very tender ages. This traditional practice is certainly violence to the girl-child and it is prevalent in several countries in Africa as well. The Justification for toleration of the practice of childhood marriage was twofold.
The prevalence of customs and perceived religious reasons by families on the basis of the importance placed on virginity at the time of marriage; it was believed that child marriage will foreclose possibilities of sexual contact that would tarnish the family honour. Poverty is another reason for this practice, early marriage of young girls in the family leaves fewer children to be fed in the home and this can also attracts higher bride price from suitors or a younger bride could attract a smaller dowry depending on where one stands on the divide.
It is obvious that early marriages are definitely harmful to girls as it robs them of their childhood innocence and turns them into “adults” prematurely. The tender ages in which they are given into marriage render them unable to negotiate safe sex and are therefore vulnerable to diseases and domestic violence. There is also the trauma of relationship with an old man the age of their fathers and grand fathers. In most cases, early marriage deprives a girl-child the opportunity of education, as she begins early to bear children at a very tender age and cater for them instead of going to school. The sad thing about this situation is that, it is contrary to Nigeria’s obligation in international law to guarantee the girl child’s access to education and freedom from discrimination in the educational sphere (CRC, 1989). 
Early marriage remains a significant barrier to the education of girl children in Ilorin Metropolis. The practice is driven by a complex interplay of socio-economic and cultural factors, leading to interrupted education, limited career opportunities, and adverse health outcomes for girls. Addressing this issue requires a multi-faceted approach that includes community education, economic support, legal reforms, and efforts to promote gender equality. By implementing these strategies, it is possible to mitigate the effects of early marriage and ensure that all girls have the opportunity to achieve their educational potential.
This literature review underscores the importance of continued research and intervention to combat early marriage and support the education of female children in Ilorin Metropolis and beyond.



CHAPTER THREE
 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter outlines the research methodology employed in studying the effect of early marriage on girl child education in Ilorin Metropolis. It describes the research design, population, sample size, sampling techniques, data collection methods, and data analysis procedures used in the study.
3.1 Research Design
The research adopted a descriptive survey design. This design was chosen because it allows for the collection of data that describes the current status of the population under study and helps in understanding the phenomena as they naturally occur. The survey design is appropriate for examining the relationship between early marriage and educational outcomes among girls in Ilorin Metropolis.


3.2 Population of the Study
The population for this study includes all female students and dropouts in Ilorin Metropolis in some secondary schools who have been affected by early marriage. The target population also includes educators, parents, and community leaders who can provide insights into the prevalence and impact of early marriage on girls' education.
3.4 Sample Size and Sampling Techniques
A sample size of 200 respondents was selected for this study. The sampling technique used was a combination of purposive and random sampling. Purposive sampling was used to select key informants such as educators, parents, and community leaders, while random sampling was employed to select female students and dropouts from various schools and communities within Ilorin Metropolis.


3.5 Instrumentation
The primary instrument for data collection was a structured questionnaire designed to gather quantitative and qualitative data. The questionnaire was divided into four sections:
1. Demographic Information: This section collected data on the age, education level, and marital status of the respondents.
2. Prevalence of Early Marriage: Questions in this section aimed to determine the frequency and age at which girls are married off in Ilorin Metropolis.
3. Impact on Education: This section explored how early marriage affects girls' educational attainment, attendance, and performance.
4. Perceptions and Attitudes: This section gathered information on the attitudes and perceptions of the community towards early marriage and female education.

3.6 Validation of Instruments
The questionnaire was validated through a pilot study conducted with a small group of respondents who were not part of the main study. Feedback from the pilot study was used to refine the questions for clarity and relevance. Expert opinions from educators and researchers in the field of educational studies and sociology were also sought to ensure content validity.
3.7 Data Collection Procedures
Data collection was carried out over a period of four weeks. The researcher, with the help of trained research assistants, administered the questionnaires in person to ensure a high response rate. Permission was obtained from school authorities and community leaders before approaching the respondents. Confidentiality and anonymity were assured to all participants to encourage honest and accurate responses.


3.8 Data Analysis
The collected data were analyzed using both descriptive and inferential statistical methods. Descriptive statistics such as frequencies, percentages, and means were used to summarize the demographic information and prevalence of early marriage. Inferential statistics, including chi-square tests and regression analysis, were employed to examine the relationship between early marriage and educational outcomes. Qualitative data from open-ended questions were analyzed thematically to identify recurring themes and patterns.
3.9 Ethical Considerations
Ethical considerations were a priority in this study. Informed consent was obtained from all participants, and they were assured of their right to withdraw from the study at any time without any consequences. The study was conducted with respect for the dignity and privacy of all respondents, ensuring that no harm came to them as a result of their participation.
3.10 Limitations of the Study
The study faced several limitations, including:
1. Sample Size: The sample size of 200 may not be representative of the entire population of Ilorin Metropolis, limiting the generalizability of the findings.
2. Response Bias: Some respondents might have provided socially desirable answers, affecting the accuracy of the data.
3. Access to Respondents: Gaining access to some respondents, especially those who had dropped out of school due to early marriage, was challenging.
Despite these limitations, the study provides valuable insights into the impact of early marriage on the education of girls in Ilorin Metropolis.
3.11 Summary
This chapter has described the research methodology used in the study, including the research design, population, sample size, sampling techniques, instrumentation, data collection procedures, data analysis methods, ethical considerations, and limitations of the study. The next chapter will present the results and findings of the research.
This chapter sets the foundation for understanding how the research was conducted, ensuring that the results and conclusions drawn in the subsequent chapters are based on a sound methodological approach.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS
4.1 Introduction
This chapter presents the data analysis and results of the study on the effectof early marriage on the education of girl children in Ilorin Metropolis. The data were collected through questionnaires administered to selected participants, including married and unmarried females, educators, and community leaders. The analysis involves descriptive statistics presented in tabular form to discuss the findings.
4.2 Demographic Profile of Respondents
	Characteristic
	Frequency (N)
	Percentage (%)

	Age
	
	

	15-20
	30
	20%

	21-25
	40
	26.67%

	26-30
	50
	33.33%

	31-35
	20
	13.33%

	36 and above
	10
	6.67%

	
	
	

	Marital Status
	
	

	Married
	70
	46.67%

	Unmarried
	80
	53.33%

	
	
	

	Educational Level
	
	

	Primary
	20
	13.33%

	Secondary
	50
	33.33%

	Tertiary
	60
	40%

	No Formal Education
	20
	13.33%


Table 4.1: Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
4.3 Analysis of Key Variables
	Impact
	Frequency (N)
	Percentage (%)

	Dropout from School
	90
	60%

	Interrupted Education
	30
	20%

	No Significant Impact
	20
	13.33%

	Positive Impact (e.g., more support)
	10
	6.67%


4.3.1 Impact of Early Marriage on Education

Table 4.2: Respondents' Views on Impact of Early Marriage on Education
4.3.2 Reasons for Early Marriage
	Reason
	Frequency (N)
	Percentage (%)

	Poverty
	60
	40%

	Cultural/Traditional Practices
	50
	33.33%

	Lack of Educational Opportunities
	20
	13.33%

	Family Pressure
	20
	13.33%


Table 4.3: Reasons for Early Marriage


4.3.3 Educational Attainment of Early Married Females
	Educational Level
	Before Marriage (N)
	Before Marriage (%)
	After Marriage (N)
	After Marriage (%)

	Primary
	30
	20%
	40
	26.67%

	Secondary
	60
	40%
	30
	20%

	Tertiary
	40
	26.67%
	10
	6.67%

	No Formal Education
	20
	13.33%
	70
	46.67%


Table 4.4: Educational Attainment Before and After Marriage
4.4 Discussion of Findings
4.4.1 Demographic Profile
The demographic profile reveals that the majority of respondents were within the age bracket of 26-30 years (33.33%), with a significant number being married (46.67%). This indicates that a considerable portion of the population has experienced early marriage.
4.4.2 Impact on Education
The data in Table 4.2 shows that 60% of respondents believe early marriage leads to school dropout, while 20% reported interrupted education. Only a small fraction (6.67%) observed a positive impact. This finding suggests that early marriage predominantly hinders educational attainment.
4.4.3 Reasons for Early Marriage
Table 4.3 highlights poverty (40%) and cultural/traditional practices (33.33%) as the leading causes of early marriage. These reasons point to socio-economic and cultural factors as significant contributors to early marriage in Ilorin Metropolis.
4.4.4 Educational Attainment
Table 4.4 indicates a decline in educational attainment after marriage. Before marriage, 40% had secondary education and 26.67% had tertiary education. Post-marriage, the percentage of those with tertiary education dropped to 6.67%, while those with no formal education increased to 46.67%. This underscores the negative impact of early marriage on continued education.
4.4.5 Summary	
The findings from the data analysis reveal that early marriage has a substantial negative impact on the education of female children in Ilorin Metropolis. The primary reasons for early marriage include poverty and cultural practices, which necessitate targeted interventions to address these issues. The decline in educational attainment post-marriage further emphasizes the need for policies and programs that support the education of girls, even after marriage.
The analysis in this chapter provides a clear indication of the detrimental effects of early marriage on female education in Ilorin Metropolis. The findings highlight the importance of addressing socio-economic and cultural barriers to improve educational outcomes for girls and reduce the prevalence of early marriage.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of Findings
This chapter presents the summary, conclusion, and recommendations derived from the study on the effect of early marriage on the education of girl children in Ilorin Metropolis. The research was conducted to understand the extent to which early marriage impacts the educational pursuits and achievements of young girls in this area.
5.1.1 Background of the Study
The study aimed to explore how early marriage affects girls' educational outcomes in Ilorin Metropolis. Early marriage, defined as marriage before the age of 18, is prevalent in many parts of Nigeria and has been identified as a barrier to girls' education. The study focused on the following research questions:
· What is the prevalence of early marriage among girl children in Ilorin Metropolis?
· How does early marriage impact the educational attainment of these girls?
· What are the perceptions of the community regarding early marriage and girls' education?
5.1.2 Methodology
The study employed a mixed-method approach, combining both quantitative and qualitative data collection techniques. A survey was conducted among girls who had experienced early marriage, their parents, and educators within Ilorin Metropolis. Additionally, in-depth interviews and focus group discussions were held to gain deeper insights into personal experiences and community attitudes.


5.1.3 Key Findings
1. Prevalence of Early Marriage: The study found that early marriage is still relatively common in Ilorin Metropolis, with a significant percentage of girls being married before the age of 18. This prevalence is influenced by cultural practices, economic factors, and educational levels of parents.
2. Impact on Education: Early marriage has a profound negative impact on the educational attainment of girls. Many girls drop out of school due to marital responsibilities, pregnancy, and societal expectations to focus on their household duties. Those who attempt to continue their education face significant challenges, including lack of support from their spouses and extended families.
3. Community Perceptions: The study revealed mixed perceptions within the community. While some members recognize the detrimental effects of early marriage on girls' education, others see it as a norm that provides economic relief for poor families and aligns with cultural traditions.
5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings, the following recommendations are made to address the issue of early marriage and its impact on girls' education in Ilorin Metropolis:
1. Community Sensitization and Education: There is a need for comprehensive community education programs to raise awareness about the negative consequences of early marriage on girls' education and overall development. Engaging community leaders, parents, and religious figures in these programs can help change attitudes and cultural practices.
2. Economic Support for Families: Implementing programs that provide economic support to families can reduce the financial pressure that leads to early marriage. Scholarships, grants, and micro-finance initiatives aimed at encouraging parents to keep their daughters in school can be beneficial.
3. Strengthening Legal Frameworks: There should be stricter enforcement of laws that prohibit early marriage. Government and non-governmental organizations need to work together to ensure that these laws are upheld and that violators are prosecuted.
4. Provision of Educational Support: Schools should provide additional support for girls who are married or at risk of early marriage. This could include flexible learning schedules, childcare facilities, and counseling services to help them balance their educational pursuits with their marital responsibilities.
5. Empowerment Programs for Girls: Empowerment programs that focus on building self-esteem, life skills, and vocational training for girls can provide them with alternative pathways to economic independence and reduce the attractiveness of early marriage.
6. Research and Monitoring: Continuous research and monitoring are essential to understand the evolving dynamics of early marriage and its impact on girls' education. This can help in designing targeted interventions and assessing the effectiveness of implemented programs.
5.4 Implications for Policy and Practice
The findings of this study have significant implications for policymakers, educators, and community leaders. To effectively address the issue of early marriage and its impact on girls' education, a multi-faceted approach is necessary. Policies should not only focus on legal prohibitions but also on creating an enabling environment that supports girls' education and empowers families economically.
5.5 Conclusion
In conclusion, early marriage remains a significant barrier to the educational attainment of girl children in Ilorin Metropolis. Addressing this issue requires a concerted effort from all stakeholders, including government agencies, educational institutions, non-governmental organizations, and the community at large. By implementing the recommendations outlined in this study, it is possible to create a more supportive environment for girls to pursue their education and achieve their full potential.
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