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ABSTRACT

The study examined the effects of classroom size on students’ academic performance in secondary schools in Ilorin East Local Government Area. Data was gathered from respondents through questionnaires personally administered by the researcher. It was therefore analyzed using simple percentage. The study discovered that there is increase in the number of students admitted yearly, lack of facilities and non-challant attitude of the government towards education are factors that are contributing to classroom overpopulation. It was therefore recommended that provision of learning and teaching environment could be provided by the government and other stakeholders. 

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background to the Study 
The study of classroom size (population) in school is of important: because it involves-the student and its effects on their welfare. It could be seen that the most important requirement for rapid education & development of any nation is the sound performance of it’s students. 
This is therefore the reason why it is desirable to investigate in the effect of classroom size. However, for the purpose of this study population will be defined as the total number of students in such & or particularly in a classroom. Population is grouped into three categories in relation to the number of people and the resources to cater for the people in that area. These are over population (high population), optimum population ‘(normal population) and under population (low population). 

Over population is the total number of people in a territory or a country that is too large compared to the average resources. 

Optimum population is a situation whereby the number of people in a particular area compares to the available resources yield minimum per head. While under population is when the number of people in a territory or a couritry is too few to utilize the available resources. to the fullest so as to enable highest standard of living and at the same time ensuring high per capital income. It is also a population which is below the optimum population. 

A secondary school can therefore be categorized under one of the above discussed class of population depending on the number ct student and resources available in the school. A school that has Very high number of students with relatively small amenities can be regarded as under population, white the one that fall in between could be referred to as optimum population. 

This study attempts to review the effect of classroom over population on the economic performance of students in Social Studies his in some selected Secondary Schools. . 

First school used is Barakat Community Secondary School, Ilorin Barakat Community Secondary School was established on Friday 30" October, 1980, by the Ilorin Community under the Cnairmationip of Late Alhaji Hanafi Idi-Aro. 

The School is co-educational (i.e. evening) and day. It is located in part of Ilorin to cater for the school leaver yearning for Secondary Schools education.

According to the Principal (Ayo, 2010), she said the School grow to nine hundred students presently with three arms in Junior Secondary School (A,B and C) and three arms in Senior Secondary School (A,B and C) also the Principal revealed to me that the population of senior school is not up to the population of junior schools. 

Secondly, Government Day Secondary School, Adewole was established on October, 1996 and their School is operating day system. Yet the population is about eight hundred students. The school has three arms in both Junior Secondary School (A,B and C) and Senior Secondary School (A, B and C). 

The school was cited quadrangle of blocks of classroom and offices formally housing the school of nursing at Adewole Estate. 

The school was cited on the road leading to the school directly at the Adewole roundabout turning right on the entry through the University of Ilorin mini campus. It was revealed by a teacher of the school that the population of junior students exceeds that of senior students, (Kwanga 2012). 

The last but not the least is Government Day Secondary School., Odo-Okun which was established on January 1997 by the Kwara State Ministry of Education. The school ‘has three arms in junior and senior secondary school i.e. (A,B and C). 

The school was officially commissioned by the then Military Administrator of Kwara State, Col. Ogar on the 2 & of May, 2007. 

The school started its permanent site on an existing quadrangle of blocks of classroom and offices formally housing the pivotal session of Ilorin Teachers College, Ilorin, 

The road leading to the School is the same that leads to the College of Education, Ilorin. The transportation to Odo-Okun is readily available at any point on the high way that leads to Lagos | information was revealed by one of their teachers. 

Statement of the Problem 

The investigation attention was drawn to the need or this type of study for his experience during the Senior Secondary School days. It became clear that congestion in classrooms was the prevailing situation in the Secondary Schools that teachers had to cope with n the school. Immense difficulties regarding the overcrowding or classrooms. However, the study tends to answer to the following questions: 

· How does classroom sizes/high population affect student leaning? 

· What are the problems faced by the teachers due to high population in the classroom? 

· Are the earning and teaching facilities adequate? 

· What are the efforts of Government towards minimizing the effect of high population? 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study is to investigate the rate at which classroom size affects the rate assimilation of students in the teaching and earning situation in the attainment o the behavioral objective. 

To investigate the rate at which population of students in classroom cause problem to the teacher and how the (teacher are able to pass instruction to them successfully). 

To investigate the rate at which increase and decrease in the population of students have affect cause to the inadequacy of material, facilities and other infrastructures in our schools. 

To investigate the rate at which population affect the objective of the government to reduce these problems. 

What are the effects of classroom sizes on students academic performance in Social Studies in Secondary Schools in Ilorin metropolis? 

Research Questions 

1. What are the relationships of class -performance to the class population?
2. Is there any relationship between classroom size and student performance? 

Research Hypotheses 

HO1: There is no significant difference between the student population and academic performance. 

HO2: There is no significant difference between the population size and the teachers’ ability to teach effectively. 

H03: There is no significant difference between the sitting arrangement and student performance. 

Significance of the Study 

The findings would be of immense benefit to school administration, teachers, parents, state Teaching Service Commission and Ministry of Education. 

The finding would guide the teachers in the selection of appropriate teaching strategy and management style, it would expose the need or more classrooms to be constructed either by Parent Teacher Association (P.T.A), State Government or Federal Government and other organization or agencies. 

The findings will assist the government at all levels (Federal, State and Local Government) to enact and implement policies that would not only promote better student academic performance but also lead them to the achievement of their pre-determined level of assistance to render to students, most especially in the provision of essentials, payment of school fees and award of bursary to students.

The findings will be of immense importance to the entire school i.e. Principals, teacher and social workers because through this them will be students performance as a result in-depth knowledge in the totality of adjusting student population. 

Delimitation of the Study

The study is delimited to Secondary Schools in Ilorin metropolis It's content deals with students’ academic performance in Social Studies. 

Academic Performance: Are the school or progress of the Student with time. 

Classroom Size: Can be defined as the total number of students in the classroom. 

Operational Definitions of Terms 

Students: This refers to the person that is studying for the view of inquiring certain knowledge which can make him/her productive and function effectively arid usefully in his/her society which he/she belongs, which include primary, post primary and tertiary institutions. 

Influence: This simply means the problems or difficulties that arise as a result of large number of students in the given school which can change the attitude or behaviour of the student either positively or negatively.

Population: It can be defined as the total number of people living in a particular area over period of time. For the purpose of this project, population can be defined as the total number of students in a school or particularly in a classroom. 

Over-Population: This is when total number of people in a territory or a country is too large compared with the available resources. It is also said to be over-populated, that is the number of people exceeds the available resources. 

Academic Performance: Are the school of progress of the Student with time. 

Classroom Size: Can be defined as the total number of students in the classroom. 

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This chapter focuses on a view relevance to this study area examined which includes: 

· Concept of Classroom Size 

· The concept of academic performance and population 

· Effect of over-population on students academic performance 

· The importance of property designed classroom seating and classroom arrangement and 

· Summary of the literature reviewed. 

Concept of Classroom Size 

Adelodun (1999) defined classroom size as the total number at inhabitant occupying a specific region. Thus it can be talked about as the population of the world, country, state, local government area, city, town and school etc, availability of accurate records of the number of people in a given region is important for the provision at adequate facilities like water, electricity, housing, healthcare, transport and communication. 

Johnson (1995), defined large population as a situation that leads to congestion in the area of housing, traffic, schools among others. If it is not controlled, it will have negative effect on the people of the country. He also said that high population of a country has many socio-economic and educational effects on the people. 

Ukeji (2000), interred that population lead to overcrowding of cities, schools and town etc, it is due to the rapid increase in population that adversely -leads to the shortage of all available resources in the given setting, thus such a situation is said to lead to the unavailability of infrastructural material which leads to under development in such a city as a whole. While in cases whereby the over-crowded are, school, city, etc is nobles without any corresponding increase -in school amenities this is in turn pits pressure on the available social amenities. 

According to Anyaela (1995), high population is matched with a cotresponding increase in resources will reduce per capital income in the country thereby leading to poor standard of living of the people. 

Alaocony (2002) said that a country experience over population without increase in workforce and natural resources, will experience poverty, unemployment and starvation while high population in many nation cause a rise in social economic problems, overcrowding, crime and congestion etc. 

The Concept of Academic Performances and Population 

According to Alaocolony (2002) has sees academic performance as the scholarship progress of the student. Academic performance refers to how brilliant the students are in their academic situation synonymous with education. 

Taiwo (2002) sees education as the transmission of life from living to living. According to him, he values academic performance of the students, and that is why he said in his history of education that “that success of the students and future”. He continued by saying that the aim of education should be based and aimed at better academic condition of students’ academic performance. Adegbite (2000) reported that congestion in most of the schools in the cities, teacher found it difficult to control the class thus leads to problem in achieving the academic performance. 

With the introduction of Universal Basic Education, we have large population of students both in the Primary and Secondary Schools in the cities. The student population explosion brought about a lot of problems in terms of teacher-pupils/students relation. This leads to overcrowding in the classroom situation. In order to catch up with technologically oriented learning process of the modern day, it is necessary to reduce the population in the classroom for effective communication. 

Eronmi (2000) further discovered that the present class size now ranges between ratio 1-60 and 1-85 at both Primary and Secondary School leveis. According to him, what worsening the problem of large classroom size is the inadequate of available classroom facilities which made it very difficult to divide large classes into small and more manageable ones. This could have enable several teachers of the Same subject should handle each class effectively. The financial implication attached to it made this possible.

Onwu (2002) highlighted that because of overcrowded classroom sitting places for the number of student in the class are not usually enough, pupil or student in burden centre sit on the floor, write on their laps whether during instruction or while writing a test. This type of classroom environment could not sustain effective teaching and resulted into poor learners’ academic performance. 

Agozie (2002) reports that effective discipline management are very important to effective teaching. An unfavourable teaching student communication has been discovered to be one of the major factors responsible for lack of discipline in class and minorities of the activities of the students in the classroom. 

The teachers’ impact on individual students is tacking which leads to loss of their inability to influence the behaviour of the students. An overcrowded class causes a lot of distributions among students which may affect class control and lead to poor academic Performance. Eronmi (2002) states that genuine exchange of argument and opinions in a classroom situation should be in the Process allowed. Teacher's failure to allow student to ask question in the process of teaching discourages the students desire to earn. The teacher should make sure that he gives room for the student to ask questions, students are not given enough opportunities to contribute to problem solving and ways ‘of finding answer to problem since the teacher spend limited time with them. The students are deprived the opportunities of discussing their problems, since the teachers are not ready for them (i.e. the students). Most teachers also reduce the volume of assignment and exercise given to them to do, this might adversely affect the students’ academic performance. 

Adegbite (2003) reported that congestion in most of the schools in cities make it difficult for teachers to control the class. That is, emphasized that there is a close relationship between congestion and indiscipline in Nigeria secondary school students, it is also associated with high student population therefore causes and call for poor academic performance of the students. 

Oladosun (2007) remarks that high student number would not enable the teacher to teach most especially core subject teachers like Mathematics, English Language among others for effectiveness, Due to this congestion, it makes earning ineffective because many students standing or sitting on ‘the floor will not enjoy the lesson. 

The congestion in the classroom brings about lack of control and discord in the class thus the teaching will not-be effective. 

Effect of Over-population on Students’ Academic Performance 

According to Adegbite (2003) in most schools in cities, teachers find it difficult to control the class. The teacher finds it difficult to control the class because of the high population. He emphasized that overpopulation of the students lead to congestion and congestion leads to poor management control, while poor management control leads to mass failure. Thus it is of no doubt that the major effect of overpopulation is students’ mass failure. 

Afokurin (2008) states that high population posses certain problems, shortage of teaching materials in schools. He explained that in the school building many tables and chairs or seats disappeared from the classroom. A visit to secondary schools today shows the situation of the schools’ students earning are forced to learn under the trees, sitting on bare ground or fallen classroom building. 

Alaocony (2008), remarked that the number of primary and secondary schools increase tremendously, thus result to management and control problem. Congestion in most of the schools in the cities makes teachers find it difficult to control the class. He emphasized that congestion leads to poor management and control. 

Omagiafo (2004) related that high population in many nations causes a rise in social and economic problem like over-crowding, high rate of crimes and congestion. Crime as its name implies is the act of indiscipline in the schools. It is due to high population of students that generate high rate of crime in School. The attitude of student towards crime: is increasing yearly; such includes examination malpractice in promotion examination, external examination, fighting in school and bribing teachers to have their way. 

The Importance of Properly Designed Classroom Seating and Classroom Arrangement 

Afolayan (2008) explained that enough space has to be provided between students seat and between the class and the blackboard. 

Seat should be arranged in such a way that a student will leave and return to his seat without disrupting the class. The teacher should have enough space to plan, consult, teach and discuss with either individual or groups. 

The classroom should have easy routes of escape in case of accident in the cause of experimentation or any unforeseen circumstances, Large class size, it made small, there will be intimacy among students and teacher, recognition and confident will be seen. Whereas as in a situation where the class is large, spaces are violated and all kind of evil behaviours will occur. 

Adegbite (2003); stated that properly designed sitting arrangement which is only possible with small class size gives room for enough circulation space for the teacher to move round the classroom and this ensure close supervision of students. As the teacher goes round the classroom from group to group he should be ble to guide the student, show developers who need extra attention and encouragement and also stimulates them to do more by questioning them. Conversely close packed and overcrowded Classrooms which do not have adequate room for circulation create traffic bottle necks and hence affect teacher-student interaction for effective learning environment. 

Summary of the Literature Reviewed 

The introduction of universal free primary education in 1976 in Nigeria lead to the increase in students population which lead to poor academic performance of the students not only primary school but also in Secondary Schools. Population was said to rise from 14.3m in 1990 to 42.5m in 2006. 

Adelogun (2008), Ikeji (2000), Alacoony (2000), make clear that over population have resulted into different problems such as overcrowding, inadequate terms of building, teaching aids and teacher etc. which adversely affect the aims and objective of teaching in a classroom thus affecting the academic performance of the student negatively, the classroom size should be made free of obstacles and wide enough to accommodate the free flow of teaching and learning Situation. This will enable smooth and efficient movement around the Classroom by both the teachers and students. 

According to Alaocoyan (2008) properly designed seating arrangement in the classroom will also provide visual efficiency. A visually efficient learning space enables the teachers to see the class and able to monitors every student's activities as well as areas in the classroom at all times. 

It also allows the students to see the black board and the teacher from any points in the class: Properly arranged seats will ensure good traffic circulation or movement and visual efficiency which create a favorable environment for effective interaction. This will also allow students centre teaching in order to improve the effectiveness of students’ academic performance. 

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHOD

The study was a descriptive survey type according to Akurezilo (1989), descriptive survey method enables method enables information to be obtained from a representative sample of the population and describe situation as they exist, the method seeks to establish the effect of classroom over-population which is (dependent variables on the teachers academic performance in dependent variables). 

Population 

The population of the study comprises of all secondary school students in Ilorin metropolis. 

Samples and Sampling Techniques Samples for the study comprised ten selected Secondary Schools in Ilorin metropolis with fifteen (15) students from each school making total number of one hundred and fifty respondents. 

Table 1: Schools and number of students selected in each school. 

	S/N
	Name of School
	No. of % Student 
	%

	1
	Barakat Community Secondary School, Ilorin  
	15 
	10

	2
	Government Day Secondary School, Adewole 
	15 
	10

	3
	Government Day Secondary School, Odo Okun 
	15 
	10

	4
	United Secondary School, Ilorin  
	15
	10

	5
	Queen Elizabeth Secondary School, Ilorin 
	15 
	10

	6
	Model Secondary School, Ilorin 
	15 
	10

	7
	Sheikh Abdulquadir Secondary School, Ilorin 
	15 
	10

	8
	Ilorin Grammar School, llorin 
	15 
	10

	9
	Baboko Community Secondary School, Ilorin
	
	

	10
	Ilorin Comprehensive school, Ilorin 
	15 
	10


Research Instrument 

A research designed of questionnaire was adopted as instrument fro the study. The questionnaire consists of three sections A, B and C. Section A deals with the school principals personal data. Section B deals with students and teachers personal data. While section C consist of questionnaire items relating to sin investigation in to the effect of classroom over population on the academic performance of Secondary School students by ticking either strongly agreed, disagreed and strongly disagreed in the appropriate column. 
Validity of the Instrument 

An instrument is said to be valid when is has performed the intended objectives. When an instrument is capable of measuring what the researcher want to measure in order to bring out the necessary recommendation such as instrument is said to be valid. 

Reliability of the Instrument 

Instrument (questionnaire) is said to be reliable if it measures consistently under varying condition and at different times a person’s performance or responses. Therefore, the reliability of a measuring instrument (questionnaire) reflects the consistency of the questionnaires. 

The researcher visited the selected secondary school in Ilorin to administer the questionnaires in order to ascertain the reliability of the result by looking at them critically using simple percentage method. 

Administration of the Instrument 

The researcher visited the selected secondary schools to solicit permission from the school principals. The researcher permission was granted by the school principals. 

The data for the study were collected through the questionnaire. The administration of the questionnaire was done (after the permission was granted to the researcher) by the researcher through personal contact with the respondents in their various schools during which each of them was served with the questionnaire for responses. The completed questionnaires were collected immediately after being filled for analysis. 
Data Analysis 

Their responses will be analyzed according to the response that were elicited from them and graded according to the number of respondent, hence simple percentage were used to analyze the data Collected: , 

CHAPTER FOUR

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This chapter deals with the result and discussion based on data collected during investigation study at the school selected for research. 

Results 

H01: Does student's population in class determine their academic performance? , 

Table 2: Response on students’ population in class determines their academic performance. 

	Items
	No of Respondents (student)
	SA 
	A 
	D
	SD
	TOTAL 

	1
	Does your have enough  classrooms?
	
	10(6.79%) 
	50(33.3%)
	90(60%)
	100

	2
	Are you more than 35 students In your class room?
	110(73.3%)
	40(26.7%) 
	
	
	100

	3
	Does the association notice the population of the school and Its effect on the pupils/students academic performance
	80(53.3%) 
	60(40%)
	5(3.3%)
	5(3.3%)
	100

	4
	is there any step taken by  the present teacher association to solve the effect of population on puplis/students academic performance?
	5(3.3%) 
	20(13.3%)
	40(56.7%)
	82(26.7%)
	100

	5
	Is the lesson received by over 35 students in a classroom enjoyable?
	
	
	30(20%) 
	120(80%)
	100


Source: Author's fieldwork, 2025 

From table 2 above, .it reveals that on item 1-10 (6.7%) of the respondents agreed that class. room are enough while 50(33%) disagreed and only 90 (60%) strongly agreed to the statement. Also from item 2, 110(73%) of the respondents strongly agree that there are more than 35 students in the class. 40 (26.7%) agree to it, from item 3, 80(53.3%) strongly agreed that the association notice the population of the school. 60 (40%) agree that step has been taken by the parent teacher association to solve the problem, 20 (13.3%) agree while 40 (50.7%) disagree and 185 (26.7%) strongly disagree that lesson received by over 35 students in a classroom is not enjoyable while 120 (80%) also strongly disagree to the statement. 

Hence, the answer to pre-question one that says what is the significant difference toward the attitude of students to the influence of Population of the students in academic performance is not rejected. 

HO2: Does the population size determine teacher's ability to teach effectively? 
Table 3:  Responses on the population Size. 
	Items
	No of Respondents (student)
	SA 
	A 
	D
	SD
	TOTAL 

	1
	Does your school class population gives soom for your teachers to evaluate his lesson time.
	
	
	140(73.3%) 
	40(26.7%)
	100

	2
	. is the class work given wor to  you marked by your teacher before the time?
	
	
	120(80%) 
	30(20%)
	100

	3
	Does your class population allow your teachers to give you assignment regularly?
	5(3.3%) 
	20(13.3%)
	85(56.7%)
	40(26.7%)
	100

	4
	is the assignment frequently marked due to you're your class population?
	5(3.3%)
	20(13.3%)
	85(56.7%)
	40(26.7%)
	100

	5
	Does your class population allow your teachers to cater for your individual differences 
	
	
	120(20%) 
	30(20%)
	100


Source: Author's fieldwork, 2025. 

From table 3 above, it reveals that on item 1, 110 (73.3%) of the respondents strongly agree that class population does not give room for the teacher to evaluate the lesson before time and 40 (26.7%) also disagreed. Also from item 2, 120 (80%) of the respondents strongly disagreed that class work given is not marked by the teachers before time and 30 (20%) also disagreed. From item 3, 140 (93.3%) of respondents strongly disagree that the class population does not allow teachers to give assignment regularly while 10(6.7%) of the respondents strongly agree that assignment are frequently marked, 20(13.3%) agree while 85(56.7%) strongly disagree and 40(26.7%) disagree to the statement. Lastly, from item 5, 120 (80%) of the respondents strongly disagree that population of the class does not allow the teacher to cater for individual differences and 30(20%) also disagree to the statement. 

Hence, the answer to research question two that is the significant relationship toward teachers’ perception of the influence of population of students on teachers’ ability to teach effectively is hereby held. 

HO3: Does the significant relationship between teachers and administration students’ performance? 

Table 4: Responses on the significant relationship between teachers and administration. 

	Items
	No of Respondents (student)
	SA 
	A 
	D
	SD
	TOTAL 

	1
	Are there enough teachers in your school? 
	
	
	110(73.3%)
	40(26.7%)
	100

	2
	Does your school have examination hall? 
	90(60%)
	10(6.7%)
	90(60%)
	45(30%)
	100

	3
	Does your school have parent Teachers Association (PTA)
	90(60%)
	60(40%)
	
	
	100

	4
	Does the government of your state notice the effect of population on pupils/students academic performance?
	90(60%)
	50(33.3%)
	
	10(6.7%)
	100

	5
	As the government taken any steps to solve the problem of population in your school?
	10(6.7%)
	20(133.3%)
	
	10(6.7%)
	100


Source: Author's fieldwork, 2025. 

From table 4 above, it reveals that on item 1, 110(73.4%) of the respondents strongly disagree that teachers are not enough in the school while 40(26.7%) also disagree to the statements strongly agree that there is examination hall in the school and 10(6.7%) also agree while 90(60%) strongly disagree and 45(30%) also disagree to the statement. From item 3, 90(60%) of the respondents strongly agree that their school have parent teachers association and 60(40%) agree to the statement. Form item 4, 90(60%) of the respondents strongly agree that the government notice the effort of the population, 50(33.3%) agree while 10(6.7%) disagree to the statement has taken a positive steps in solving the problems o f over population in schools. 20(13.3%) agree while 90(60%) strongly disagreed and 30(20%) disagree also to the statement. 

Hence, the answer to the research question three, which says, what is the significant relationship between teachers and administration perception towards influence of population on meting their needs in hereby held. 

Does the seat arrangement affect student performance? 

Table 5: Responses on the Seating Arrangement 

	Items
	No of Respondents (student)
	SA 
	A 
	D
	SD
	TOTAL

	1
	Are there enough charts  and tables in the classroom
	10(6.7%) 
	20(13.3%)
	80(63.3%)
	40(26.7%)
	100

	2
	Do you receive le son comfortably under the shade or tree?
	
	
	140(93.3%) 
	10(6.%) 
	100

	3
	Does your school have enough building and more classrooms? ‘
	
	
	110(73.3%) 
	40(26.7%) 
	100

	4
	Does your school examination hall occupy all the students during examination?
	
	
	120(80%) 
	30(20%)
	100

	5
	Does the examination hall have enough chairs and tables? 
	
	
	140(93.3%) 
	10(6.7%) 
	100


Source: Author's fieldwork, 2025 

From the table 5 above, it reveals that from item 1, 10(6.7%) of the respondents strongly agree that chairs and tables are enough in the classroom and 20(13.3%) also agree while 80(63.3%) strongly disagree and 40(26.7%) also disagree to the statement. from item 2, 140(93.3%) of the respondents strongly disagree that lesson received under the shade or tree are not comfortable, and 10(6.7%) also strongly disagree that the does not have enough building while 40(26.7%) also disagree to the statement. Form item, 4 120(80%) of the respondents strongly disagree that the school examination hall cannot occupy all the students during exams, while 30(20%) were also disagreed to the statement. Lastly, from item 5, 140(93.3%) of the respondents strongly disagree that the examination hall do not have enough chairs and tables while 10(6.7%) were also disagree to the statement. 

Hence, the answer of the research question 4, which says, what is the significant relationship toward students’ perception of adequate seats in the classroom to students achievement id therefore not rejected. . 

Discussion of Result 

In table one it was revealed that 6.7% of the respondents agreed, 33% disagreed, 60% strongly disagreed while 0% strongly agreed that classroom are enough in their school. 40% agreed, 80% strongly agree, while 5% of the respondents strongly agreed that step has been taken by the Parent Teacher Association to solve the problem, 20% agree while 40% disagree and 85% strongly disagree to the statement, 30% of the respondents disagree, 100% strongly disagree to the statement. 

In table two, it was revealed that 73.3% of the respondents strongly agree, 26.7%, 80% strongly disagree, and 20% disagree that class population does not give room for the teacher to give assignment regularly while 6% disagree to the statement. 

In table three, 73.3% strongly disagree, 26.7% disagree that teacher are not enough in their school. 3.3% strongly agree, 6.7% agree, 60% strongly disagree, 30% disagree that there is examination hall in their school, 60% strongly agreed 40% agreed, 33% agree, 6.7% disagree that the government notice the effect of the population. 

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary 

This research topic reveals the fact that high population of students in Primary and post Primary Schools in rural and urban centre have adverse effect on the academic performance of the students in Ilorin East Local Government Area. 

It is necessary to state that most Secondary schools students perform woefully in school. As a result of poor condition of the classroom; insufficient structure to absorb the large population thereby few of the structure are relatively sound academically. 

The study have shows that Ilorin metropolis, large population both in primary and secondary schools has brought a lot of difficulties in terms of teacher, pupils/teacher in the classroom determine their level of performance. For instance, in a classroom of about 50 pupils to a teacher with hundred desk and chair, the congestion in such Classroom will definitely affect their assimilation and performance in School. 

In effect, the teachers’ impact on pupils/students is less and cannot influence their academic performance. 
However, the population of pupils and students in Ilorin area, if not checked could affect standard of education in Ilorin and the society at large. 
In a situation where students are forced to learn under unconducive atmosphere, like learning in congested classroom, under the shade of tree and sitting on bare floor etc, is against the rules and regulation established by the government educational institutions in Nigeria. 

In additions, the research findings shows that the number selected secondary schools in chapter one and three have similar problems of overcrowding or high number of students in their classroom. The questionnaire given out for data collection testified to the fact the students lack enough teaching aids, clumsy seating arrangement in the classroom which did not aid their level of academic attainment. 

The result of discussion where data are collected to know the percentage ‘of how population of pupils/students in Ilorin revealed that the percentage and perception of male and female students on the effect of high population on students academic performance are unanimous and similar. 

Conclusion 

The result of the research has shed more light on the high population growth of pupils/students of school in Ilorin, especially the effect of the increase number of students/pupils on the performance of the pupils/students. 

In addition, the trend of Nigeria educational development should focus on the needs to make adequate provision to the schools in particular, provision of infrastructural facilities to encourage teaching and efficient learning. 

According to the results of the findings in this study, most teachers in Ilorin affirmed, that lack of adequate facilities hinder effective teaching, therefore, the government should carry out concrete investigation into this aspects to foster excellence performance of the students. In order to ‘encourage effective school management and control the number of pupils/students in Ilorin, the number of admitted students should tally with the existing structure to avoid overcrowding. 

Implications of the Study 

By implication of effect of classroom size on students’ academic performance in Social Studies in Ilorin East Local Government Area. will help to improve the standard of education and also promote the academic performance of the. students if the government made available and environment that is conducive for teaching and provision of adequate aids, enough classrooms, hall and a ventilated staffs rooms fro the teachers. 

Furthermore, planned and control of population growth will definitely improve the standard performance in secondary schools in llorin metropolis because where students are so many in a class there is tendency of low academic performance and lack of assimilation of what the teachers are teaching in classroom. 

Finally, there is used for consistent Parent Teacher Association (PTA) meeting in school. This will enable to know the problem faced by their children and teachers a well and through this solution to these problems may be provided especially where provisions especially where provisions are needed for the classroom and the teaching materials in the schools. 

Recommendations 

In order to enhance excellence academic performance of pupils/students in Primary and Secondary Schools in Ilorin, East Local Government Area. The following recommendations are necessary: 

· To enhance effective management of pupils and students population growth in secondary school in Ilorin, East Local Government Area. There is need from the authorities concern to adopt certain measure to maintain balance between teacher/students attitudes to teaching in overcrowded classroom. 

· The government should be ready to foster and make available environment for teaching, that is, provision of adequate teaching aids, like classroom, halls and a ventilated staff rooms for the teacher to encourage teaching and learning on the students’ attitudes and perception of classroom over population on their academic pursuit and performance, thereby, the students should be made to know what they are lacking and how to improve in their studies. 

· It is believed that unplanned and uncontrolled population growth will definitely worsen the performance of students in the above mentioned schools because where pupils/students are so many in class, there is tendency of low academic performance and teaching In classroom, the need for a well plan, well ventilated and a conducive environment for leaning are important. 

· Moreso, there should be consisted Parent Teachers Association (PTA) meeting in the schools. This will enable them to know the problem faced by their siblings and many will even have solution to solve the difficulties especially where provisions are needed for more classroom and other teaching materials in the schools. 

Limitations of the Study 

The schedule time for carry out this research finding is limited as a result of this; more effort that is expected was exhorted to make sure that the research meets up with the stipulated time for submission of the research work. 

Another problem is fund, the implication here is that throughout research work a lot of money spent, not only that the purpose of visiting the school was to measure the standard of the school therefore, the believe of the most visited school was that I am government official. 

Suggestions for Further Studies 

The study was limited to Ilorin metropolis. The researcher suggests that further researchers could conduct studies in another town within the state. 

The study concentrated on the effect of classroom size on students’ academic performance in Social Studies in Secondary Schools in florin East Local Government Area, other researchers could take up further on the influence of motivation, indiscipline, teaching method techniques, school environment on students’ academic performance. 
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APPENDIX

QUESTIONNAIRE

This questionnaire designed merely to seek on your view on the topic under study.” Effect of classroom size on students academic performance in social studies in secondary schools in Ilorin East Local Government area. 

Your objective response to the items in the questionnaire will enable the researcher arrive at conclusion on research purpose. You are therefore vested to respond to the questionnaire accordingly. Your confidentiality, security is absolutely guaranteed. 

The questionnaire consist of two (2) sections, section A and B. Section A for personal information,‘ while section B to be answered. 

Please, tick ( /) appropriately. 
SECTION A
PERSONAL DATA
Name………………………………………………………………………..

School……………………………………………………………………….

Age…………………………………………………………………………..

Class………………………………………………………………………….

Religion………………………………………………………………………
SECTION B 
You are requested to Indicate your views concerning the subject matter of the research study by ticking against any of the option provided. 
	S/N
	QUESTION
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Does the school have enough classrooms for lesson? 
	
	
	
	

	2
	Do the class sizes affect the studies of the students positively? 
	
	
	
	

	3
	Does the association notice the population of the school and its effect on pupils/students academic performance?
	
	
	
	

	4
	Is there any step taken by the Parent Teacher Association (PTA) to solve the effect of population on pupils/students academic performance? 
	
	
	
	

	5
	Is the lesson received by over 35 students in a classroom enjoyable? 
	
	
	
	

	6
	Does the class population give room for your teachers to evaluate his/her lesson before the next lesson? 
	
	
	
	

	7
	Is the class work giving to marked by your teacher before the next lesson? 


	
	
	
	

	8
	Does your class population allow your teacher to give you assignment regularly? 
	
	
	
	

	9
	Is the assignment frequently marked due to your class population? 
	
	
	
	

	10
	Does your class population allow teacher to cater for your individual differences? 
	
	
	
	

	11
	Are there enough teachers in your school?
	
	
	
	

	12
	Does your school have examination hall? 
	
	
	
	

	13
	Does school Parent Teacher Association (PTA) functioning? 
	
	
	
	

	14
	Does government of your state notice the effect of population on pupils/student academic performance? 
	
	
	
	

	15
	Has the government taken any positive steps to Solve the problem of over population in your school? 
	
	
	
	

	16
	Are there enough chairs and table in classroom? 
	
	
	
	

	17
	Do you receive lesson under the shade or under the tree?  
	
	
	
	

	18
	Does your school have enough building for classroom? 
	
	
	
	

	19
	Does your school examination hall occupy ail the students during examination? 
	
	
	
	

	20
	Does the examination hall has enough chair and tables? 
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