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ABSTRACT
This study examines the effects of political instability on democratic development of Nigeria (A case study of Nigeria). Four research questions were formulated as a guide for the study. The number of respondents randomly selected for the study was one hundred respondents comprising men and women randomly selected in Nigeria Questionnaire were the research instrument used. The data analysis was simple percentage and frequency counts.  The findings of the study revealed that the level of democratic development in Nigeria does not meet up with international standard; thus, citizens are not allowed to freely elect their leader without molestation and intimidations. There is need for political stability for democratic development in Nigeria. there is need for guaranteeing citizens political benefit of participating in democratization. There is need for provision of good infrastructure like good, road, good water, stable electricity, reduction on the rate of poverty and unemployment, inclusive government and putting in a place a society that is free of fear and molestation are the possible solutions to the problems of political instability. The study therefore recommends that among others that Effort should be made to ensure that all citizens enjoyed dividends of democracy and also adequate provision should be made for all citizens to freely choose their leaders without molestation and intimidations.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study	
The instability of government, inefficiency of political parties, and a weak political culture create the scenario for a politically instable state. Political instability has become a serious problem especially for the developing and underdeveloped countries. This problem is associated with a series of problems in various fields (Alao 2012). The problem of political instability generates more serious for a society which is multi ethnic, having people of diverse cultural attributes. In a politically stable state all sections of society get their due shares and are satisfied being a part of a multi ethnic society which ultimately leads towards the nation-building (Abdullahi 2014). In stable conditions people are empowered and exert their energies for the development of nation. Incase of instability the case is vice versa, people feel unsatisfied and powerless, lose their trust on institutions and they prefer their own interest in front of state and ultimately society leads to split. Political stability is vitally important for the attainment of nation building, such as political development and national integration, which has direct influence on formation of political parties (Lincoln 2016). 
The democratic development of states-modern or modernizing, takes place due to the varying degree of political" stability; "It can be regarded as important to maintain peace, harmony, enduring constitutional contentment’s, maintenance of government institutions and possession of civic order” (Michael, 2011). The lack of national identity or national loyalty refers to the unwillingness or inability of an individual or groups or individuals to feel as a part of the state. This problem has been found in pluralistic societies in form of ethnic, linguistic, tribal and religions section. Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, Nigeria and now Russia can be referred to this category where the very existence of the federal system is challenged. The nature of federal crisis depends largely on "the rate, volume as well as the content of the regional demands" (Samuel, 2011). When the pressures of regional demands are carried to an extreme and do not get satisfactory output response from the national system, these may transform into a demand for separation or secession from the federation. India is almost facing the same problem in the form of uprising in East Punjab and occupied Kashmir. Canada has been confronted with Quebec issue. Nigeria has suffered coups and civil wars, Thus "regionalism is always potential source of danger which may ultimately undermine the federal system's maintenance capability" (Lucian 2014).
Therefore, it is evident from the given facts that deterioration of the political system in pluralistic societies of the developing states in Nigeria has resulted from "the issues of centralization of authority, national integration, social mobilization, economic development, political participating and social 'welfare, which have arisen simultaneously in the political order" (Laghari, 2013). The problem of identity and legitimacy are closely related to each other. In political socialization process, people generally get more sense of national identity in stable system, which also provide the legitimacy of authority. The sense of identity may also be developed by accepting the legitimacy of the authority. The legitimacy, in fact, is associated with 'the performance capacity of the system and the feelings of the people towards the authority" (Macridis, and Brown, 2012). This implies that the congruence between mass demand for participation and a positive elite response to that unlimited expectation of the society are not met, ultimately creating sharp differences and. some times leading to a state of virtual civil war. 
Generally, the legitimacy crisis is regarded along with the forms of the governmental institutions and the authority of the leadership. it can also be referred to as "a break down in the constitutional structure and the performance of the government that arises out of the differences over the proper nature of the authority for political system" (Samual, 2013). The legitimacy can also be shaken by misinterpretation of history and promises of political elite with the masses. This crisis occurs when people reject the leader's claim based on historical precedence and his promises for the accomplishment of his actions. The leaders are thrown out when they fail to accomplish the promises made for the development of society. In the developing societies, this type of projection is quite common. The leaders try to evoke the emotions of the masses by promising them a better future for the legitimization of their authority. 


Statement of the Problem 
Instability is a process or quality of a situation in which things are likely to fail or change suddenly. Political instability on the other hand is a situation whereby a country is suffering or is going through political and economic stress.
From the fore-going it is established that the political life of Kwara state indigenes and the non indigenes residing in the state; especially the people living in Nigeria. After the creation of the state, the state has not experience the dividends of democracy due to political instability occurring in the state. This is as a result of corruption, nomic strangulation, avarice, ethnic sentiment, religious intolerance and administrative incompetence and this in turn has caged the citizens of the Local Government Area to enjoy the benefits of democratic rule ;thus making the citizens to feel insecure, rigging and intimidations during elections, mass unemployment, poverty, indirect holding to power by a dynasty in the state, high level of prejudice, lack of transparency and accountability on the parts of political leaders. These are some of the factors that limit the democratic development of the state. Some of these factors are canker worms which eat deep into the fabric of the economic growth and democratic development of people in Nigeria.
Objectives of the Study
The major objective of this study is to investigate the effect of Political instability on democratic development of Nigeria, Specifically, it intends to
· Examine the level of democratic development of Nigeria.
· Investigate the effect of political instability on democratic development of Nigeria 
· Establish possible relationship between democratization and citizen participation in guaranteeing economic and political benefits to Nigeria, and to propose a participatory approach to democratic development in Nigeria. Proffer useful solutions to the problem of political instability in Nigeria.
Research Questions 
The following research questions shall serve as guidelines towards the achievement of the objectives of this project work:
· What is the level of democratic development of Nigeria? 
· Does political instability affects the democratic development in Nigeria?
· Are there possible relationship between democratization and citizen participation in guaranteeing economic and political benefits in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin and to propose a participatory approach to democratic development in Nigeria?
· Are there useful solutions to the problem of political instability in Nigeria?
Significance of the Study
This study will be of significance to the government, the politicians as well as the Nigeria, Ilorin and citizens in general. It will help in exposing to the government the root causes of political instability and its consequence on democratic development and as well as give them possible solutions to these causes. It will help the politicians to know the consequence of trying to manipulate the elections to their own advantage and its attendant effect of the democratic development of the Local Government. It will help to educate the public the effect of political instability on the democratic development of Ilorin South Local Government Area and Kwara State at large. It will also aid for future research to researchers.
Scope and Limitation of the Study
The scope of the study covers the effect of political instability on democratic development in Nigeria. In the cause of the study, the researcher encounters some constrain which limited the scope of the study;
The research material available to the researchers are insufficient, thereby limiting the study, the time frame allocated to the study does not enhance wider coverage and also the finance available for the research work does not allow for wider coverage as resources are very limited as 

Operational Definition of Terms
Political Instability: Political instability as the propensity of a government collapse, and we estimate a model in which such a measure of political instability and economic growth are jointly determined
Democracy: democracy "is government by the people in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised directly by them or by their elected agents under a free electoral system." In the phrase of Abraham Lincoln, democracy is a government "of the people, by the people, and for the people."
Democratic Development: Democratic development is the advancement recorded in the process of electing leaders through voting by the governed
Effect: a change which is a result or consequence of an action or other cause











CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter is discussed under the following sub-headings;
· Conceptual Framework 
· Historical Background of Democracy
· Democratic Development 
· Causes of Political Instabilities
· Importance of Democracy to the People
· Summary of Reviewed Literature
Conceptual Framework 
The concept of democracy originated in ancient Greece as philosophy of popular sovereignty in Greek City State. Since democracy literally means “rule by the people” the initial system of governance could be termed ‘direct democracy.’ In a direct democracy, public policies and laws are decided upon by a direct decision of all eligible voters. Given the complex nature of modern societies, direct democracy has given way to representative, in which voters elect representatives who then proceed to make the laws and policies affecting public governance. Democracy is thus a philosophy of government in which supreme power is vested in the people and exercised directly through participation or indirectly through a system of representation, usually involving periodic free and fair elections (Gana. 2015).
Democracy may be defined as “a political system that enables people to freely choose an effective, honest, transparent and accountable government”. As an ideal “democracy aims to protect and promote the dignity and fundamental rights of the individuals, instill social justice and foster economic and social development. (Human Right Report, 2022).
The rise of democracy as a universal system of governance is largely a product of the 20th century. Viewed against the great variety of achievements in the 20th century, it is difficult not to accord primacy to the emergence of democracy as the pre eminently acceptable form of governance (Amartyr, 2022, in democracy and the Challenges of Development in Nigeria, 2015). People from various cultural backgrounds have come to admire democracy as “government of the people, by the people and for the people”. Democracy thus, means a system of governance in which power resides with the people, rather than with the rich (aristocracy), with an individual (dictatorships), a royal family (monarchy), or with a clergy (theocracy). Although it has now gained widespread acceptance, democracy took a long time to emerge, from its ancient origins in Greek City States (Abdulazeez, 2014). The growth of democracy was hugely facilitated by the French and American revolutions of the 18th century, the widening of the franchise in Europe and North America in the 19th century, to the heroic struggles for popular participation and social justice in the 20th century. With the collapse of communism, democracy has become established as the normal’ form of governance (Cliton, 2022).
However, beyond the theory the practice of democracy is vital. To be of any serious value, democracy must produce good governance. It is therefore unfortunate if elected leaders under democracy fail to provide good governance particularly in the African countries. Democracy must be practiced to produce good governance, development and popular participation. Compared with dictatorship, democracy has demonstrated a greater capacity to mobilize the people for a deeper involvement in the development process (Idris, 2014).
As Fidel Ramos pointed out, “under dictatorial rule, people need not think , need not choose, need not make up their minds or give their consent. All they need to do is to follow. By contrast, a democracy cannot survive without civil virtue. The political challenge around the people today is not just to replace authoritarian regimes by democratic ones. Beyond this, it is to make democracy work for the ordinary people” (Ramos, 2023) Quoted in Democracy and the Challenges of Development in Nigeria 2005. Democratic governance is valuable in its own right. Indeed advancing human development requires governance that is democratic in both form and substance. However, democracy can advance human development for three reasons:
First, enjoying political freedom and participating in the decisions that shapes peoples’ lives represent fundamental human rights which are essential aspects of human development. Democracy is not the only political regime, which guarantees political and civil freedoms. Secondly, democracy helps to protect people from economic and political catastrophes such as famines and descents into chaos. This capacity to mobilize people and resources for the common good is one of the highly valued gains of democracy. By facilitating dialogue, debate, and consultations, democracies also contribute to political stability, providing open space for political opposition to express views on national issues. Third, democratic governance can trigger a virtuous cycle of development because political freedom empowers people to press for policies that expand social and economic opportunities. Open debate also help communities shape their priorities as a free press and civil society interventions provide new ways for popular participation. (Democracy and the Challenges of Development in Nigeria 2021). Therefore, without free choice, a government by the people and for the people’s a fallacy.
According to Jose Gasset (2020), the health of any democracy, no matter its type or status, depends on a small technical detail the conduct of elections. For sustainable democracy therefore, society must put in place credible institutions for the conduct of free and fair election. Any manipulation of the electoral process is a tragic attack on democracy (Human Development Report 2022)
However, Mohini (2022), opined that the links between democracy and human development are not automatic; there are cases in which democracy has failed to deliver development, especially when few elites dominate economic and political decisions, as the case with most African nations. Examples are Zimbabwe, Niger, Rwanda, Nigeria, and Sudan to mention but a few. Ways must be found to deepen democracy in such a manner as to empower the people. Democracy that empowers people must be built from internal sociopolitical forces.
Historical Background of Democracy
The term "democracy" first appeared in ancient Greek political and philosophical thought in the city-state of Athens during classical antiquity.(Doneel, 2018) The word comes from demos, "common people" and kratos, "strength" Roger (2018) Led by Cleisthenes, Athenians established what is generally held as the first democracy in 508–507 BC. Cleisthenes is referred to as "the father of Athenian democracy" Barak (2023).
Athenian democracy took the form of a direct democracy, and it had two distinguishing features: the random selection of ordinary citizens to fill the few existing government administrative and judicial offices, Kimber (2017) and a legislative assembly consisting of all Athenian citizens. Guillermo (2020). All eligible citizens were allowed to speak and vote in the assembly, which set the laws of the city state. However, Athenian citizenship excluded women, slaves, foreigners (μέτοικοι / métoikoi), non-landowners, and men under 20 years of age. Birch (2023). The exclusion of large parts of the population from the citizen body is closely related to the ancient understanding of citizenship. In most of antiquity the benefit of citizenship was tied to the obligation to fight war campaigns (Thompson 2020).
Athenian democracy was not only direct in the sense that decisions were made by the assembled people, but also the most direct in the sense that the people through the assembly, boule and courts of law controlled the entire political process and a large proportion of citizens were involved constantly in the public business Barry (2017) Even though the rights of the individual were not secured by the Athenian constitution in the modern sense (the ancient Greeks had no word for "rights" Victor (2014) the Athenians enjoyed their liberties not in opposition to the government but by living in a city that was not subject to another power and by not being subjects themselves to the rule of another person. 
Range voting appeared in Sparta as early as 700 BC. The Apella was an assembly of the people, held once a month, in which every male citizen of at least 30 years of age could participate. In the Apella, Spartans elected leaders and cast votes by range voting and shouting. Aristotle called this "childish", as compared with the stone voting ballots used by the Athenians. Sparta adopted it because of its simplicity, and to prevent any bias voting, buying, or cheating that was predominant in the early democratic elections Lipset (2019)
Even though the Roman Republic contributed significantly to many aspects of democracy, only a minority of Romans were citizens with votes in elections for representatives. The votes of the powerful were given more weight through a system of gerrymandering, so most high officials, including members of the Senate, came from a few wealthy and noble families Emerson (2017). In addition, the Roman Republic was the first government in the Southern world to have a Republic as a nation-state, although it didn't have much of a democracy. The Romans invented the concept of classics and many works from Ancient Greece were preserved Eister (2018). Additionally, the Roman model of governance inspired many political thinkers over the centuries Dahl (2023) and today's modern representative democracies imitate more the Roman than the Greek models because it was a state in which supreme power was held by the people and their elected representatives, and which had an elected or nominated leader Davenport (2017). Other cultures, such as the Iroquois Nation in the Americas between 1450 and 1600 AD also developed a form of democratic society before they came in contact with the Europeans. This indicates that forms of democracy may have been invented in other societies around the world.
Democratic Development 
The fact that democracy is a moral concept may not be controvertible, but definitely the idea that development is not morally neutral can be seriously contested. But it is the ethical essence of the two ideas that explains their proximity to one another. When we say that democracy is an ethical concept, we have in mind the idea of ethics as respect for the rights of others, in order to guarantee that our own right shall also be respected. Development, if it is liberated from the shackles of its misconception as mere material acquisition, will also reveal itself as an ethical concept. Development is essentially equivalent to what the Greek philosophers call the good life. And since the issue of goodness always belongs to the realm of ethics, we cannot but appreciate the fact that development is an ethical concept. This is the point that Etuk (2022) seems to be making when he says: If development is good, that is if development in itself is something that is universally desirable and if the proper focus of development must be the human beings who constitute not only the agents but also beneficiaries of development, then clearly we must be seen to be involved with ethical concerns since the question of what is good for men have always belonged to the realm of ethical discourses (Etuk 2022). 
Anigbogu (2021) asserted that the need to affirm the ethical essence of development is now gaining currency in recent times. This new paradigm shift may be borne out of the recognition of the fact that for development to be sustainable it has to genuinely reflect in the lives of all members of the society that lay claim to it. It is this environmental challenge that originated the idea of sustainable development in replacement for mere development that we have been familiar with in the discourse of development. The development ethicists as they are called believe that all efforts and projects of development should be critically examined to know whether or not their means and ends are good or bad. Development is considered as good if it is humane and just. A project of development must not be seen as destructive of cultures or individuals (Atabong, 2020). In this respect, development cannot be mere economic growth or material improvement alone; it must be demonstrated that the new situation is commonly shared that there is equality, equity and fairness in the process of development. Development is therefore not merely an economic concept but also a very political and therefore ethical idea since, as Aristotle says, ethics is the culmination of politics. 
Development in this respect does not mean that a particular society has made material improvement alone. Developmental democracy is therefore the idea that guarantees the sustainability, of both democracy and development particularly in Nigeria that has been described as the graveyard of democracy. There is also the fear expressed throughout the world today that the process of development as it is being pursued cannot be sustainable, because it is unethical. It is this that informs the need for the development of the idea of developmental-democracy. Developmental-democracy guarantees that if the two projects of democratisation and development are jointly pursued, their sustainability can be realised. This is because development cannot be sustainable if it is not democratic and democracy cannot be sustainable if it is not development oriented. In essence when the two projects are genuinely and jointly promoted their stability and sustainability can be assured. It is this assurance that shall inform our conclusion in this paper, which is that developmental-democracy, is an imperative that can guarantee the resolution of Nigeria overwhelming crisis
Causes of Political Instabilities
Thompson (2023) in his research highlighted that the following are causes of political instability
· If the right and freedom of the people are not respected or are trample upon, then it is very easy for instability to emerge
· Corruption and mismanagement of the wealth of a country by the leaders. Corruption has over the years been shown to be one of the biggest factors responsible for political instability in Nigeria and many countries all over the world. The more corrupt a country is, the higher the likelihood of that country becoming unstable.
· Political instability occurs when elections are not free and fair. Many countries have suffered from political instability as a result of unfair elections characteirsed by rigging of votes and intimidations during elections. An election that is not free and fair is one of the major causes of political instability in many countries across the globe.
· Mass unemployment and poverty can easily trigger political instability in any country. When the majority of the people in a country is improvised and cannot find jobs to do, then they vent their anger on the government and that leads to instability in the country.
· Suppression of opposition parties by the ruling government. When members of the opposition parties are deliberately targeted and prosecuted for no apparent reason, then this can easily give rise to instability I the country.
· Another cause of political instability in a country is when the government decides not to be open and transparent
· When the citizens constantly live in fear because of a government that prevents the from freely expressing their views or opinions
· Intolerance for views and opinions of other can also lead to political instability 
· High level of prejudice is the unreasonable hatred of people who are different from you. In many countries in Africa, ethnic prejudices have over the years led to some of the worst forms of instabilities in a country
· Holding to power for too long by heads of stares or political dynasties is another major cause of political instability.

Importance of Democracy to the People 
Bennard (2022), opined that the following are the importance of democracy 
It has allowed for change in government without violence. Power is transferred between parties with elections. The citizens decide who rule, as any elected government only has a certain term and then has to face elections again and compete against other parties again to regain power. This election system prevent over powering of the ruling party, as the ruling party has to work to keep its citizens happy or they would not be into the next electoral term. Therefore the citizens gain a sense of control over control over participating in the voting process, and by choosing their government.
Democracy is a double edged sword though. Yes, democracy gives the power to the people, but people are easily influenced by those around them and especially the media. Indirectly the media do have a lot of influence on democracy, as they make citizens aware of the political scenario in the country in the condition that the media reports it to be, which may not always be the truth. The masses are therefore not entirely aware of the political issues in the country, and therefore make the wrong, misguided decision while voting during elections. The authorities also have to concentrate on working for the people, while trying to campaign to win votes during the elections, therefore possibly overlooking certain issues and losing focus on the current political problems. People also tend to follow a crowd, and the citizens may vote for a party under influence of the majority, and not voice his/her true opinion.
Democracy is most often portrayed to lead to peace, freedom and prosperity. It is a political system through which the majority of the population rules, and differs from other forms of political systems by the size of the ruling class .( Young, 2022) Democracy is basically rule by the majority, there are no limits to what the majority can be allowed to decided. Citizens do not realize the circumstances of their decisions or how their vote can change their reality, and can prevent them from becoming the minority. Those that suffer the most in a democracy are the minorities. The smaller the group number, the smaller say they have in policy decisions. Haywood (2017) states that when majority rule has come into account, democracy results reflects that ,the views of the will of the majority or numerically strongest overrides the will of the minority, implying that the latter should accept views of the former. James (2022), also contributed that democracy makes the people to feel relevant and secure, since it is the government of the people.
Summary of Reviewed Literature
The rise of democracy as a universal system of governance is largely a product of the 20th century. Viewed against the great variety of achievements in the 20th century, it is difficult not to accord primacy to the emergence of democracy as the pre eminently acceptable form of governance (Amartyr, 2022, in democracy and the Challenges of Development in Nigeria, 2015).
The term "democracy" first appeared in ancient Greek political and philosophical thought in the city-state of Athens during classical antiquity.(Doneel, 2023) The word comes from demos, "common people" and kratos, "strength" Roger (2022) led by Cleisthenes, Athenians established what is generally held as the first democracy in 508–507 BC. Cleisthenes is referred to as "the father of Athenian democracy" Barak (2023).
Thompson (2023) in his research highlighted that; when people’s right and freedom are not rejected, corruption and mismanagement of the wealth of a country by the leaders, when elections are not free and fair, mass unemployment and poverty, suppression of opposition parties by the ruling government, lack of transparency, high level of prejudice and holding to power for too long by heads of states or political dynasties are causes of political instability 
Bennard (2022), opined that the following are the importance of democracy. It has allowed for change in government without violence. Power is transferred between parties with elections. The citizens decide who rule, as any elected government only has a certain term and then has to face elections again and compete against other parties again to regain power. 





CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Introduction
This chapter deals with the method employed in carrying out the research work. The following are the sub-topics that from the guideline for the study research design. Population, sample and sampling techniques, research instrument, validation and reliability of the instrument, procedure for data collection and data analysis techniques.
Research Design
This study adopted the Descriptive Survey Research Design. It was deemed appropriate for this study because, according to Osuala (2005) it is a design which studies a population through a sample in order to determine the status of a given phenomenon. Furthermore, Best and Kahn (2006) pointed out that the design collects relatively large data at a given time, and it is essentially cross-sectional because it is interested in the statistics that result when data are abstracted from a number of individual cases. Finally, Olayiwola (2007) related that it describes a particular state of affairs at a given time and draws inferences from the sample group, using appropriate statistical technique(s). Therefore, since the study made use of questionnaire which was distributed to a sampled population, the descriptive Survey design study was seen as meeting the necessary requirement for the study.

Population of the Study
The population of the study comprises matured people who can either vote or be voted for and have experience dividend of democracy in Nigeria
Sample and Sampling Techniques
The sample size of the study comprises men and women who have lived for more than 20 years and are matured to take responsibility of their actions in Nigeria. Random sampling technique was used to obtain the sample size of one hundred (100) respondents; fifty (50) men and fifty (50) women respectively to have a fair and equity representation in the sample size.
Research Instrument
The research instrument used for this study is questionnaire. This questionnaire titled “Effect of political instability on democratic development of Nigeria” was administered on the selected respondents in each of the items, respondents are asked to indicate by ticking their view or opinion. All the items in both parts were structured; the respondents are required to express their view with a certain statement or event using a four point likert scale as follows: Strongly Agreed (SA), Agreed (A), Disagreed (D) and Strongly Disagreed (SD).
	The level of understanding of the respondent was taken into consideration before their questionnaire was constructed. Section A personal information of the respondent, section B contains statement meant to elicit opinion of the respondent effect of political instability on democratic development in Nigeria (A case study of Ilorin South Local Government Area).
Validity of the Instrument
The questionnaire was drafted by the researcher and was subjected to experts’ criticism and advice. Their suggestions were incorporated into the final draft both in the wording and arrangement.
Reliability of the Instrument	
According to Oladele (2018) reliability is the consistency accuracy stability and trust worthiness of a measuring instrument or some score obtained that is, how far the same test or similar one would give the same result, if it could be done again by the same students on different occasion.
To determine the reliability of the research, instrument test retest reliability procedure was used. Sample of twenty (20) respondents were selected from two other schools that did not participate in the actual study. The questionnaire was administered twice within two results compared was 0.76. This shows that the instrument was reliable
Procedure for Data Collection
In order to obtain required information for the study, copies of questionnaires was administered in person by the researcher; the strategy will provide the opportunity of solving the problem that might be encountered in the course of completing the question the respondents.
Data Analysis Techniques
Frequency count and simple percentage techniques were used to analyse the data collected.




CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This chapter deals with the presentation and analysis of data obtained from the two categories of respondents. The data are presented in tables for easy interpretation. Simple percentage was used to shows the importance attached to various responses.
Research Question One: What is the level of democratic development in Nigeria?
	A
	LEVEL OF DEMOCRATIC DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	1
	Citizens are allowed to freely elect their leaders without molestation and intimidations 
	20
	10
	50
	20

	2
	There are good road, stable electricity, power supply, good water for all citizens to access
	10
	30
	10
	50

	3
	Education is free and affordable to all irrespective and social status
	15
	20
	60
	5

	4
	Citizens are gainfully employed and empowered to meet the daily challenges of their
	30
	10
	50
	10


Source (field survey 2020)
The table above shows that 20(20%) respondents strongly agreed citizens are allowed for freely their leaders without molestation and intimidation, 10(10%) respondents agreed, 50(50%) respondents strongly agreed while 20(205) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly that citizens are allowed to freely elect their leaders without molestation and intimidation
Item 2 sow that 10 (105) respondents strongly agreed that there are good roads, stable electricity power supply, good water for all the citizens to access, (30(30%) respondents agreed, 10(10%) respondents strongly disagree while 50(50%) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents disagreed that there are good roads, stable electricity power supply, good water for all the citizens to access.
Item 3 shows that b15(15%) respondents strongly agreed that education is free and affordable to all irrespective of their religious, tribe and social status, 20(205) respondents agreed, 60(60%) respondents strongly disagreed while 05(5%) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly disagreed that education is free and affordable to all irrespective of their religious, tribe and social status.
Item 4 shows that 30 (30%) respondents strongly agreed that citizen are gainfully employed and empowered to meet the daily challenges of the their lives, 10 (10%) respondents disagreed, 50(505) respondents strongly agreed while 10(10%) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority oo the respondents strongly disagreed that citizens are gainfully employed and empowered to meet their daily challenges of their lives.
Research Question Two: Does political instability affect the democratic development in Ilorin West L.G.A?
	B
	POLITICAL INSTABILITY EFFECT ON DEMOCRATIC DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	1
	Lack of coherence affects democratic development
	62
	18
	10
	10

	2
	Weak institution affect democratic development
	10
	70
	10
	10

	3
	If everybody knows that the people at the top are corrupt, that mentally will trickle down to affect democratic development
	65
	15
	10
	10

	4
	Inequality is a destabilizing factor of democratic factor of democratic development
	50
	10
	20
	20


Source (field survey 2020)
The table above shows that 62(62%) respondents strongly agreed that lack of coherence affect democratic development, 18(18%) respondents agreed, 10(10%) respondents strongly disagreed while 10(10%) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly agreed that lack of coherence affects democratic development
Item 6 shows that 10(10%) respondents strongly agreed that weak institutions affect democratic development, 70(70%) respondents agreed (10(10%) respondents strongly disagreed while 10(10%) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that weak institutions affect democratic development
Item 7 show that 65(65%) respondents strongly agreed that if everybody known that the people at the top are corrupt, that mentally it will trickle down t affect democratic development, 15(15%) respondents agreed, 10(105) respondents strongly disagreed while 10(10%) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly agreed that if everybody known that the people at the top are corrupt, that mentally it will trickle down t affect democratic development
Item 8 above shows that 50(50%) respondents strongly agreed that inequality is destabilizing factor of democratic development (10%) respondents agreed, 20(20%) respondents strongly disagreed while 20(20%) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly agreed that is destabilizing factor of democratic development.
Research Question Three: Are there possible relationship between democratization and citizen participation in guaranteeing economic and political benefits in Ilorin South Local Government Area and to propose a participatory approach to democratic development in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin?
	C
	Are there possible relationship between democratization and citizen participation in guaranteeing economic and political benefits in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin and to propose a participatory approach to democratic development in Nigeria
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	1
	Mass unemployment and poverty can easily trigger political instability
	30
	40
	15
	15

	
	When elections are not free and fair, the people are deprived of their political benefit
	55
	15
	15
	15

	
	When life and properties are not protected by the government of the people it affects the contribution of the citizens of the society
	55
	26
	9
	10

	
	Failure of the government to carry the citizens along in the economic activities in order for them to be guaranteed causes disaffection towards democratic development
	18
	52
	15
	15


Source (Field Survey 2020)
The table above shows that 30 (30%) respondents strongly agreed that mass unemployment and poverty can easily trigger political instability, 40(50%) respondents agreed, 15(51%) respondents strongly while 15(15%) respondents disagreed. This implies hat majority of the respondents agreed that mass unemployment ad poverty can easily trigger political instability
Item 10 shows that 55(55%) respondents strongly agree that when elections are not free and fair the people are deprived of their political benefit, 15 (15%) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly agreed that when election are not free and fair when elections are not free and fair the people are deprived of their political benefit.
Item 11 shows that 55(55%) respondents strongly agreed that when life and properties are not protected by the government of the people it affect the contribution of the citizens to the society, 26 (26%) respondents agreed, 09 (9%) respondents strongly agreed while 10(10%) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly agreed that when life and properties are not protected by the government of the people, it affect the contribution of their citizens to the society.
Item 12 above shows that 18(18%) respondents strongly agreed that failure of the government to carry the citizens along in the economic activities in order for them to be guaranteed causes disaffection towards democratic development, 52(52%) respondents agreed, 15(15%) respondents strongly disagreed while 15(15%) respondents disagreed. This implies that failure of the government to carry the citizens along in the economic activities in order for them to be guaranteed causes disaffection towards democratic development
Research Question Four: Are there useful solutions to the problem of political instability in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin?
	D
	Are there useful solutions to the problem of political instability in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin?
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	13
	People go about their business activities without fear and molestation from any end
	60
	30
	10
	10

	14
	Good infrastructure like good road, good water, stable electricity etc are put in place for citizens to use
	10
	15
	55
	20

	15
	Reduction on the rate of poverty and unemployment provides solution on political liability for democratic development
	60
	33
	4
	3

	16
	Inclusive government is run by the Local Government Area create a sense of belonging to the mindset of the citizens
	15
	15
	15
	55


Source (field survey 2020)
The table above shows that 60(605) respondents strongly agreed that people go about their business activities without fear and molestation from any end, 30 (30%) respondents agreed, 10(10%) respondents strongly disagreed while 10(10%) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly agreed that people go about their business activities without fear and molestation.
Item 14 shows that 10(10%) respondents strongly agreed that good infrastructure like good roads, good water, stable electricity etc are place for the citizen to use, 15(15%) respondents agreed, 55(55%) respondents strongly disagreed while 20(20%) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly agreed that good infrastructure like good roads good water, stable electricity etc are place for the citizen to use
Item 15 shows that 60(60%) respondents strongly agreed that reduction on the rate of poverty and unemployment provides solution on political instability for democratic development 33(33%) respondents agree, 04(4%) respondents strongly disagree while 03(3) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly agreed that the reduction on the rate of poverty and unemployment provides solution on political instability for democratic development.
Item 16 shows that 15(15%) respondents strongly agree that inclusive government is run by the Local government Area to cerate sense of belonging to the mindset of the citizens, 15(15%) respondents agreed, 55(55%) respondents strongly disagreed while 15(15%) respondents disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly disagree that inclusive government is run by the Local government Area to cerate sense of belonging to the mindset of the citizens



Discussion
The study revealed that citizens are allowed to freely elect their leaders without molestation and intimidation; there are good roads, stable electricity power supply, good water for all the citizens to access. that education is free and affordable to all irrespective of their religious, tribe and social status, citizens are not gainfully employed and empowered to meet their daily challenges of their lives, lack of coherence affects democratic development, weak institutions affect democratic development, if everybody known that the people at the top are corrupt, that mentally it will trickle down t affect democratic development, Inequality is a destabilizing factor of democratic development, mass unemployment ad poverty can easily trigger political instability, when election are not free and fair when elections are not free and fair the people are deprived of their political benefit, when life and properties are not protected by the government of the people, it affect the contribution of their citizens to the society, failure of the government to carry the citizens along in the economic activities in order for them to be guaranteed causes disaffection towards democratic development, people go about their business activities without fear and molestation, good infrastructure like good roads good water, stable electricity etc are place for the citizen to use, reduction on the rate of poverty and unemployment provides solution on political instability for democratic development, inclusive government is run by the Local Government Area to cerate sense of belonging to the mindset of the citizens.



CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
The study examines effect of political instability on democratic development in Nigeria “A case study of Nigeria” Four research questions and hypotheses were formulated to guide the study, the chapter two reviewed related literatures on the effect of political instability on democratic development. One hundred (100) respondents were randomly selected for the study, simple percentage and frequency counts were the data analysis used to analyses the data obtained from the respondents. It is revealed that there are possible relationship between democratization and citizen participation in guaranteeing economic and political benefit. The data obtained also revealed that there useful solutions to the problem of political instability in Nigeria
Conclusion
The findings of the study show that the level of democratic development in Nigeria does not meet up with international standard; thus, citizens are not allowed to freely elect their leader without molestation and intimidations. There is need for political stability for democratic development in Nigeria. there is need for guaranteeing citizens political benefit of participating in democratization. There is need for provision of good infrastructure like good, road, good water, stable electricity, reduction on the rate of poverty and unemployment, inclusive government and putting in a place a society that is free of fear and molestation are the possible solutions to the problems of political instability.

Recommendations
It is recommended that deliberate efforts be made to ensure that all citizens truly enjoy the dividends of democracy, which include access to basic social amenities, security, good governance, and improved living standards. Adequate measures should also be put in place to guarantee that citizens are allowed to freely choose their leaders through credible elections devoid of molestation, intimidation, or manipulation. In addition, education should be made free and affordable for all, irrespective of religion, ethnicity, or social status, as this will promote equity, reduce illiteracy, and foster national development. Citizens should equally be gainfully employed and economically empowered so that they can adequately meet the daily challenges of life and contribute meaningfully to national growth. Furthermore, corruption and other unethical practices should be discouraged among political leaders and citizens, as this will promote transparency, accountability, and trust in governance. Equality in the distribution of appointments, positions, and employment opportunities should also be ensured to foster inclusiveness and reduce marginalization in the Local Government Area. Moreover, the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) and other relevant stakeholders should uphold the principles of free, fair, and credible elections so that citizens are not deprived of their political rights and benefits. Finally, citizens should be actively involved in the formulation and implementation of policies, as participatory governance strengthens democracy and ensures that decisions reflect the real needs and aspirations of the people.
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APPENDIX 
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, 
SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
EFFECT OF POLITICAL INSTABILITY ON DEMOCRATIC DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA OF KWARA STATE
QUESTIONNAIRE

This instruction is designed to enable the researcher to elicit responses from you. In respects to effect of political instability on democratic development in Nigeria, you are expected to respond to the set of question that follows section by section.
Please be assured that all responses would be would be treated confidentially.
Thanks for your cooperation.

Yours faithfully,

Afusat Soliu
You should tick (   ) in the provided brackets and fill the appropriate responses in the boxes below 
SECTION A: Demographic Information
Sex: Male (    ) Female (    )
Age: 15-25 yrs (     )    26-35 yrs (     )   36-34 yrs(      )
SECTION B:
Instruction: Pleases note the following by ticking response that best describe your opinion 

	S/N
	ITEM
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	1
	Citizens are allowed to freely elect their leaders without molestation and intimidations.
	
	
	
	

	2
	There are good road, stable electricity power supply, good water for all the citizen to access.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Education is free and affordable to all irrespective of their religious, tribe and social status.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Citizens are gainfully employed and empowered to meet the daily challenges of their lives.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Lack of coherence affects democratic development.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Week institutions affect democratic development.
	
	
	
	

	7
	If everybody knows that the people at the top are corrupt, that mentally will trickle down to affect democratic development.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Inequality is a destabilizing factors of democratic development.
	
	
	
	

	9
	Mass unemployment and poverty can easily trigger political instability.
	
	
	
	

	10
	When elections are not free and fair, the people are deprived of their political benefit.
	
	
	
	

	11
	When life and properties are not protected by the government of the people it affect the contribution of the citizens to the society.
	
	
	
	

	12
	Failure of the government to carry the citizens along the economic activities in order for them to be guaranteed causes disaffection towards democratic development.
	
	
	
	

	13
	People go about their business activities without fear and molestation from any end.
	
	
	
	

	14
	Good infrastructure like good road, good water, stable electricity etc are place for the citizens to use.
	
	
	
	

	15
	Reduction on the rate of poverty and employment provides solution on political instability for democratic development.
	
	
	
	

	16
	Inclusive government is run by the Local government Area to create a sense of belonging to the mindset of the citizens.
	
	
	
	



