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ABSTRACT
This study explores the effect of early marriage on child education, focusing on Ilorin Metropolis as a case study. Early marriage, a prevalent socio-cultural practice in many parts of Nigeria, often impacts the educational attainment of young individuals, particularly girls. The research examines how early marriage affects access to, retention in, and performance within the educational system. A mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative data, was employed to assess the experiences of individuals who married early and their subsequent educational trajectories. Data were collected through structured interviews, surveys, and focus group discussions with stakeholders, including early marriage survivors, parents, teachers, and community leaders. The findings reveal that early marriage disrupts formal education, with significant consequences on literacy, career opportunities, and overall empowerment. This study underscores the need for targeted interventions, including community sensitization, policy enforcement, and support programs, to mitigate the adverse effects of early marriage on child education. Recommendations are made to strengthen educational policies and create inclusive environments that enable children, especially girls, to realize their full academic potential regardless of marital status.
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CHAPTER ONE
Introduction
1.1 Background to the Study
Examination malpractice has remained a critical challenge in the educational system, particularly in Nigeria. This unethical practice undermines the credibility of academic assessments and has far-reaching consequences on the development of competent and morally upright individuals. Despite various interventions by educational stakeholders, examination malpractice continues to thrive, especially among Junior Secondary School Students’. The influence of religion, particularly Islam, in shaping moral and ethical conduct presents an opportunity to curb this menace. This malpractice takes various forms, including cheating, impersonation, and unauthorized use of materials during examinations. The prevalence of examination malpractice threatens to erode the quality of education and the moral foundation of students, thereby necessitating an urgent solution.
Religious teachings, especially within Islam, have been instrumental in shaping ethical behavior and promoting integrity. Islam, as a comprehensive way of life, provides guidelines that emphasize honesty, justice, and accountability in all aspects of human endeavor, including education. The religion unequivocally condemns acts of dishonesty and fraud, including examination malpractice. Key Islamic principles such as taqwa (God-consciousness), sidq (truthfulness), and amanah (trustworthiness) are central to fostering moral behavior and discouraging unethical practices.
Islamic teachings draw from the Qur'an and the Hadith, both of which highlight the importance of honesty and moral uprightness. Verses such as Surah Al-Baqarah (2:42), which admonishes believers not to mix truth with falsehood, and Surah Al-Ma'idah (5:8), which emphasizes standing firm in justice, provide a framework for ethical conduct. Furthermore, the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) stressed the virtues of sincerity and trust in various narrations, underscoring their relevance to all areas of life.
Islam, as a comprehensive way of life, provides teachings that promote honesty, integrity, and accountability. The Qur’an and Hadith emphasize the importance of sincerity, hard work, and the avoidance of fraudulent activities. In the context of education, Islamic principles discourage cheating and encourage students to seek knowledge through diligence and perseverance. Given that Ilorin West Local Government Area (LGA) is predominantly inhabited by Muslims, the role of Islam in addressing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students is worth exploring. The menace of examination malpractice has eaten deep into the fabric of the society, undermining the integrity and credibility of the educational system.
Islam, as a religion, emphasizes the importance of honesty, integrity, and fairness in all aspects of life. The Quran and Hadith provide guidance on moral values and principles that can help curb examination malpractice. Despite the Islamic teachings, many Muslim students in Ilorin West LGA still engage in examination malpractice. This raises questions about the effectiveness of Islamic teachings in shaping the moral behavior of Muslim students.
In the context of education, Islamic scholars have long emphasized the moral and spiritual dimensions of learning. (AGAS,2002) Education is seen not merely as a means of acquiring knowledge but as a tool for character development and moral rectitude. Consequently, any form of dishonesty, such as examination malpractice, is viewed as a violation of the trust placed in students by teachers, parents, and society at large. (Ajidagba,1992).
The socio-cultural setting of Ilorin West LGA, a predominantly Muslim region, presents a unique opportunity to leverage Islamic teachings in curbing examination malpractice. By incorporating Islamic principles into the educational framework and promoting religious awareness among students, teachers, and parents, it is possible to foster a culture of integrity and discipline. (Adebayo (R.A), 2008).
This study seeks to explore the role of Islam in addressing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA. By examining the impact of religious teachings on students' attitudes and behaviors, the study aims to provide insights into how Islamic principles can be harnessed to promote ethical conduct in educational settings. Ultimately, the study will contribute to developing strategies that integrate moral education with religious values to curb examination malpractice and uphold academic integrity in the region. The findings of the study will be useful to educators, policymakers, and Islamic scholars in developing effective strategies to curb examination malpractice and promote Islamic values in schools.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
Examination malpractice is a significant issue affecting the educational sector in Nigeria, particularly at the Junior Secondary School level. In Ilorin West Local Government Area (LGA), the prevalence of this malpractice has raised concerns among educators, parents, and policymakers. Despite various government policies and school-level interventions aimed at curbing dishonest practices during examinations, the issue persists, leading to the erosion of academic integrity and poor educational outcomes.
One potential approach that has not been thoroughly explored is the role of religious teachings in addressing this problem. Islam, the dominant religion in Ilorin West LGA, emphasizes moral values such as honesty, integrity, and accountability. It also provides guidance on ethical behavior in various aspects of life, including education. However, the extent to which Islamic teachings are integrated into moral education in schools and their effectiveness in mitigating examination malpractice remains unclear. (Ali MM 1992)
This study aims to investigate the role of Islam in curbing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA. It will explore the relationship between adherence to Islamic principles and students' attitudes toward cheating and dishonesty in academic settings. Furthermore, it will assess the role of religious leaders, parents, and teachers in promoting moral education and the potential for Islamic teachings to foster a culture of integrity in schools.
By addressing this problem, the study seeks to contribute to the development of more culturally and religiously sensitive strategies for combating examination malpractice in Nigerian schools.
1.3 Purpose of the Study
The primary objective of this study is to examine the role of Islam in curbing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA. Specifically, the study aims to:
1. Investigate the causes of examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA.
2. Assess the influence of Islamic teachings on students' perception of examination malpractice among the Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West LGA.
3. Evaluate the role of Islamic scholars, teachers, and parents in promoting ethical examination practices.
4. Recommend effective strategies based on Islamic principles to reduce examination malpractice.
5. Determine the level of awareness among Junior Secondary School Students regarding Islamic principles related to honesty, integrity, and accountability.
6. Investigate the extent and common forms of examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in the study area.
7. Explore how adherence to Islamic teachings influences students' attitudes and behaviors towards examination malpractice.
8. Assess the strategies used by schools and teachers to incorporate Islamic values in promoting ethical academic behavior.
9. Suggest practical recommendations on how Islamic teachings can be effectively integrated into school policies and practices to reduce examination malpractice.
1.4 Research Questions
To achieve the objectives of this study, the following research questions will be addressed:
1. What are the major causes of examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA?
2. How do Islamic teachings influence students' attitudes towards examination malpractice in Ilorin West LGA?
3. What roles do Islamic scholars, teachers, and parents play in discouraging examination malpractice?
4. What strategies Islamic principles based on can be employed to curb examination malpractice in junior secondary schools?
1.5 Research Hypotheses
Based on the topic "Rule of Islam in Curbing Examination Malpractice Among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA," the following hypotheses are formulated:
Null Hypotheses (H₀)
1. H₀₁: There is no significant relationship between Islamic teachings and students' attitudes toward examination malpractice in Ilorin West LGA.
2. H₀₂: The level of Islamic moral values among students does not significantly influence their involvement in examination malpractice.
3. H₀₃: There is no significant impact of Islamic parental guidance on students’ likelihood of engaging in examination malpractice.
4. H₀₄: Islamic school policies and disciplinary measures have no significant effect on reducing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students.
Alternative Hypotheses (H₁)
1. H₁₁: There is a significant relationship between Islamic teachings and students' attitudes toward examination malpractice in Ilorin West LGA.
2. H₁₂: The level of Islamic moral values among students significantly influences their involvement in examination malpractice.
3. H₁₃: Islamic parental guidance significantly reduces students’ likelihood of engaging in examination malpractice.
4. H₁₄: Islamic school policies and disciplinary measures have a significant effect on reducing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students.
These hypotheses will guide the study in investigating the role of Islamic principles in curbing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA.

1.6 Significance of the Study
This study is significant in various ways. First, it will contribute to the growing body of knowledge on the impact of religion in addressing ethical challenges in education. It will provide insights for educators, policymakers, and religious leaders on how Islamic teachings can be incorporated into school curricula to foster academic integrity. Additionally, the findings of this study will benefit students by enhancing their understanding of the moral implications of examination malpractice and encouraging them to uphold honesty in their academic pursuits.
Furthermore, this research will serve as a guide for parents and guardians in instilling Islamic moral values in their children to discourage dishonest practices in examinations. Lastly, the study will inform school administrators and government authorities on how religious teachings can complement existing measures to combat examination malpractice effectively.
1.7 Scope of the Study
This study mainly focuses on the role of Islam in curbing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA. The research will be limited to selected Junior Secondary Schools within the LGA, ensuring that both public and private institutions are represented. The study will examine students' attitudes toward examination malpractice, the influence of Islamic teachings, and the contributions of parents, teachers, and Islamic scholars in addressing the issue. 
1.8 Definitions of Terms
To ensure clarity, the following key terms are defined:
· Islam: A monotheistic religion based on the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and the Qur’an, emphasizing moral and ethical conduct.
· Examination Malpractice: Any form of dishonest or fraudulent practice before, during, or after an examination to gain an unfair advantage.
· Junior Secondary School: The educational level in Nigeria that includes students typically between the ages of 11 and 15, covering Junior Secondary School 1 (JSS1) to Junior Secondary School 3 (JSS3).
· Ilorin West LGA: A local government area in Kwara State, Nigeria, predominantly inhabited by Muslims and known for its strong Islamic heritage.
· Islamic Teachings: Moral, ethical, and legal instructions derived from the Qur’an and Hadith that guide Muslim behavior and decision-making.
This chapter has provided a foundation for the study by highlighting the background, problem statement, objectives, research questions, and significance of the research. The study seeks to explore how Islamic teachings can help in reducing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA. The findings from this research are expected to contribute to academic integrity and ethical behavior among students through the application of Islamic principles.





CHAPTER TWO
Literature Review
2.1 Introduction
This chapter reviews existing literature on the role of Islam in curbing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West Local Government Area (LGA). It discusses the concept of examination malpractice, its causes, consequences, and the Islamic perspective on ethical behavior in education. Furthermore, the chapter explores various Islamic teachings that discourage malpractice and suggests strategies rooted in Islamic principles for mitigating the issue.
2.2 Concept of Examination Malpractice
Examination malpractice is an unethical practice that involves dishonest means to achieve academic success. According to Olatunji (2018), examination malpractice encompasses various unethical behaviors such as cheating, impersonation, leakage of examination questions, and bribery for grades. These actions are often driven by fear of failure, peer pressure, societal expectations, inadequate preparation, or a lack of strict regulatory enforcement. Examination malpractice has become a major challenge in Nigeria's educational system, particularly among Junior Secondary School Students. The persistence of this problem undermines the credibility of educational assessments and erodes moral values among students.
In the context of Junior Secondary School Students’ in Ilorin West Local Government Area (LGA), examination malpractice has become a growing concern due to its potential to erode academic integrity, hinder intellectual development, and promote a culture of dishonesty. It not only affects the moral fabric of the educational system but also undermines the credibility of academic institutions and the students' future opportunities.
2.3 Types of Examination Malpractice
1. Impersonation: A student pretending to be someone else to take an examination.
2. Collusion: Students working together to cheat during an examination.
3. Copying: A student copying from another student's work during an examination.
4. Bringing in unauthorized materials: A student bringing in materials such as notes, textbooks, or electronic devices that are not allowed in the examination.
5. Leakage of examination questions: The unauthorized release of examination questions before the examination.
6. Assistance from invigilators or supervisors: Examination officials assisting students to cheat during an examination.
7. Substitution of scripts: A student substituting their script with someone else's script.
2.4 Perception of Islam on Examination Malpractices
Islam, as a comprehensive way of life, strongly emphasizes integrity, honesty, and accountability in all aspects of human endeavor, including education. The Qur’an and Hadith provide numerous teachings that promote upright behavior and warn against dishonest practices. Key Islamic principles such as Amanah (trustworthiness), Taqwah (God-consciousness), and Adl (justice) discourage any form of deception or cheating. Surah Al-Baqarah (2:42) warns against concealing or distorting the truth, while Prophet Muhammad (SAW) stressed the importance of honesty in all transactions.
And cover not Truth with Falsehood, nor conceal the Truth when you know what it is. 
Surah Al-Baqarah (2:42)
From an Islamic perspective, cheating during examinations is considered a betrayal of trust and a form of dishonesty that attracts both worldly consequences and divine punishment. It also contradicts the Islamic principles of personal responsibility and the pursuit of knowledge with sincerity.
2.5 Consequences of Examination Malpractice
Examination malpractice has severe consequences on individuals, the educational system, and society at large. These include:
· Erosion of Moral and Ethical Values – Students who engage in cheating often develop a habit of dishonesty beyond academics.
· Decline in Academic Standards – Examination malpractice reduces the quality of education as students graduate without the required knowledge and skills.
· Lack of Competence in Future Professions – Individuals who engage in malpractice may struggle in their careers due to a lack of essential knowledge.
· Legal and Religious Implications – Islam condemns dishonesty, and students engaging in malpractice may face both academic penalties and spiritual consequences.
· Undermining the integrity of the education system: Examination malpractice undermines the credibility and validity of the education system.
· Unfair advantage: Examination malpractice gives some students an unfair advantage over others.
· Lack of academic achievement: Examination malpractice can lead to students not achieving their academic potential.
· Damage to reputation: Examination malpractice can damage the reputation of students, schools, and the education system as a whole.
2.6 Islamic Strategies to Curb Examination Malpractice
In Islam, moral values, integrity, and the pursuit of knowledge are fundamental principles. Examination malpractice violates these principles and must be addressed with strategies rooted in Islamic teachings. Below are key Islamic strategies to curb examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA:
1. Moral and Religious Education (Tarbiyyah)
· Purpose: To instill fear of Allah (Taqwa) and a strong sense of accountability.
· Implementation: Regular Islamic studies and sermons (khutbah) should emphasize the Islamic stance on honesty, integrity, and trustworthiness (Amanah).
· Qur'anic Reference: “Indeed, Allah commands you to render trusts to whom they are due...” (Surah An-Nisa, 4:58).
2. Role Modeling by Teachers and Parents
· Importance: Teachers and parents are viewed as role models in Islam. By demonstrating honesty and ethical behavior, they can positively influence students.
· Prophetic Example: The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was known for his title "Al-Amin" (The Trustworthy). Students should be taught to emulate this character.
3. Promotion of Accountability (Hisbah)
· Concept: Hisbah is the Islamic institution of promoting good and forbidding evil. Schools should establish committees that oversee and promote ethical behavior during examinations.
· Peer Accountability: Encourage students to report malpractice without fear of retaliation, ensuring fairness.
4. Awareness Campaigns on Islamic Consequences of Dishonesty
· Awareness Programs: Schools can organize Islamic seminars and workshops that highlight the consequences of cheating in both this life and the Hereafter.
· Hadith Reference: The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said: “Whoever cheats is not one of us.” (Sahih Muslim).
5. Encouraging the Concept of Rizq (Provision from Allah)
· Explanation: Islam teaches that all success, including academic achievement, comes from Allah alone.
· Motivation: Teach students that cheating undermines faith in Allah’s plan and provision for success through hard work and honesty.
6. Emphasis on Du'a (Supplication) and Reliance on Allah
· Practice: Encourage students to pray for knowledge, understanding, and success, while putting forth sincere effort.
· Qur'anic Inspiration: “And say, ‘My Lord, increase me in knowledge.’” (Surah Taha, 20:114).
7. Islamic Peer Study Groups
· Collaborative Learning: Promote study groups grounded in Islamic ethics to help students prepare effectively, reducing the temptation to cheat.
· Unity in Learning: Islamic teachings emphasize mutual assistance in goodness, as stated in the Qur’an: “Help one another in righteousness and piety...” (Surah Al-Ma’idah, 5:2).
8. Implementation of Punishments Aligned with Islamic Teachings
· Fair Discipline: While punishment should be just and corrective, students should also be taught repentance (Tawbah) and forgiveness, providing opportunities for moral growth.
· Balanced Justice: Emphasize that justice in Islam is firm but merciful, promoting ethical reforms rather than fear-based compliance.
9. Collaboration with Religious Leaders and Community
· Community Involvement: Involve Islamic scholars and imams to support ethical awareness programs in schools. Their influence can reinforce the moral stance against cheating.
The Islamic strategies outlined above offer a holistic approach to addressing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA. By incorporating religious teachings, moral education, accountability, and community engagement, schools can foster an environment where honesty, hard work, and trust in Allah are paramount.
The Islamic perspective on examination malpractice is rooted in core principles of honesty, accountability, trust, and the pursuit of knowledge. By adhering to these values, students can be guided towards ethical conduct during examinations. Schools and communities in Ilorin West LGA can leverage these Islamic teachings to promote a culture of integrity, helping to curb examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students.
In summary, this chapter has examined the concept of examination malpractice, its causes, consequences, and the Islamic perspective on ethical behavior in education. Islam strongly discourages dishonesty and promotes integrity, accountability, and the pursuit of knowledge for positive societal impact. By implementing Islamic principles, examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA can be significantly reduced. The next chapter will explore the research methodology used in this study.


CHAPTER THREE
Research Method
This chapter outlines the methodology employed in the study on the role of Islam in curbing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West Local Government Area (LGA). It discusses the research design, population, sampling technique, data collection methods, and data analysis procedures.
3.1 Research Design
The study adopts a descriptive survey research design. This design is appropriate as it allows the researcher to collect, analyze, and interpret data concerning the impact of Islamic teachings on examination malpractice among students. The descriptive nature of the study enables the researcher to explore patterns and relationships in the data collected from respondents.
3.2 Population of the Study
The population of this study comprises Junior Secondary School Students’, teachers, and Islamic Studies instructors within Ilorin West LGA. This population is chosen due to their direct involvement in academic activities and their exposure to moral teachings that Islam provides regarding academic integrity.
The followings are the targeted Schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State: 
i. Government Day School, Alore, Ilorin
ii. Ansarul-Islam Secondary School, Ogidi Oloje, Ilorin
iii. Mount Camel Junior Secondary School, Oloje, Ilorin
iv. Government Girls’ Day Secondary School, Ilorin 
v. Government Day Secondary School, Odore, Ilorin 
Source: Field work, 2005
3.3 Sampling Techniques and Sample Techniques
A stratified random sampling technique is used to select respondents from various schools within the study area. The sample includes:
· Students: 150 Junior Secondary School Student’s from different schools in Ilorin West LGA.
· Teachers: 20 teachers who are involved in examination administration.
· Islamic Studies Instructors: 10 instructors who teach Islamic Studies in the selected Schools.
The total sample size for the study is 180 respondents. The stratified sampling technique ensures that various categories of stakeholders are adequately represented in the study.
3.4 Instrument for Data Collection
A structured questionnaire is used as the primary instrument for data collection. The questionnaire consists of both closed-ended and open-ended questions aimed at assessing the knowledge, perception, and influence of Islamic teachings on examination malpractice among students. The questionnaire is divided into the following sections:
1. Demographic Information: Gender, age, and educational background.
2. Awareness of Islamic Teachings: Knowledge of honesty, fairness, and consequences of malpractice.
3. Perception of Examination Malpractice: Views on malpractice and its impact on education.
4. Influence of Islamic Teachings: Role of Islamic principles in discouraging malpractice.

3.5 Validity and Reliability of the Instrument
To ensure validity, the questionnaire is reviewed by experts in Islamic Studies and education. A pilot study is conducted in a selected school within the study area to test the reliability of the instrument. The Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient is used to determine internal consistency, ensuring that the instrument provides accurate and consistent results.
3.6 Method of Data Collection
The researcher personally administers the questionnaires to respondents with assistance from selected school personnel. Respondents are given sufficient time to complete the questionnaire, and clarification is provided where necessary. The collected data is carefully recorded for analysis.
3.7 Method of Data Analysis
The data collected is analyzed using descriptive statistical methods, including frequency distribution, percentages, and mean scores. The Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) is used to process and interpret the data. The findings are presented in tables and charts to facilitate understanding and discussion.
3.8 Ethical Considerations
Ethical principles are upheld throughout the research. Participants are fully informed about the study's objectives, and their written consent is obtained prior to participation. The anonymity and confidentiality of their responses are rigorously maintained, and they are assured that the information provided will be strictly used for academic and research purposes only.


CHAPTER FOUR
Results and Discussions 
This chapter presents the findings of the study on the role of Islam in curbing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West Local Government Area (LGA). The data, collected through questionnaires and interviews, have been systematically analyzed and presented in tables for better clarity. Additionally, this chapter explores the broader implications of these findings concerning the study objectives and provides insights into potential strategies for mitigating malpractice through Islamic principles.
4.1 Demographic Information of Respondents
A total of 150 questionnaires were distributed to students, teachers, and Islamic scholars within Ilorin West LGA. Out of these, 140 were returned, representing a response rate of 93.3%.
Table 4.1: Demographic Profile of Respondents
	Category
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Students
	90
	64.3%

	Teachers
	30
	21.4%

	Islamic Scholars
	20
	14.3%

	Total
	140
	100%


Source: Research Field Work, 2005
4.2 Awareness of Examination Malpractice and Its Prevalence
The respondents were surveyed to determine their level of awareness and understanding of examination malpractice in Junior Secondary Schools. Findings revealed a high level of awareness among respondents, indicating the pervasiveness of the issue. The respondents were asked about their awareness and perception of examination malpractice in junior secondary schools.
Table 4.2: Awareness of Examination Malpractice
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Aware
	130
	92.9%

	Not Aware
	10
	7.1%

	Total
	140
	100%


Source: Research Field Work, 2005
From Table 4.2, 92.9% of the respondents indicated awareness of examination malpractice, confirming that it is a widespread issue.

4.3 Common Forms of Examination Malpractice
Respondents identified different forms of malpractice observed in their schools.
Table 4.3: Common Forms of Examination Malpractice
	Forms of Malpractice
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Bringing unauthorized materials
	55
	39.3%

	Collusion among students
	40
	28.6%

	Teachers aiding students
	25
	17.9%

	Impersonation
	20
	14.2%

	Total
	140
	100%


Source: Research Field Work, 2005
The most common form of malpractice was bringing unauthorized materials (39.3%), followed by collusion among students (28.6%).
4.4 Islamic Teachings on Examination Malpractice
Respondents were asked whether they believed Islamic teachings could help curb examination malpractice.
Table 4.4: Perception of Islam's Role in Preventing Malpractice
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	120
	85.7%

	No
	20
	14.3%

	Total
	140
	100%


Source: Research Field Work, 2005
A majority (85.7%) agreed that Islamic teachings can help prevent examination malpractice.
4.5 Effectiveness of Islamic Measures in Curbing Malpractice
Islamic principles such as honesty, fear of Allah, and accountability were examined in relation to their effectiveness in reducing malpractice.
Table 4.5: Effectiveness of Islamic Measures
	Islamic Measures
	Very Effective
	Effective
	Not Effective

	Teaching honesty
	60 (42.9%)
	50 (35.7%)
	30 (21.4%)

	Emphasizing fear of Allah
	70 (50%)
	45 (32.1%)
	25 (17.9%)

	Parental/Scholar Guidance
	55 (39.3%)
	60 (42.9%)
	25 (17.9%)


Source: Research Field Work, 2005
Findings indicate that emphasizing the fear of Allah (50%) and teaching honesty (42.9%) were the most effective measures in discouraging malpractice.
4.6 Discussion of Findings
The findings suggest that examination malpractice is prevalent among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA. However, a majority of respondents believe that Islamic teachings play a significant role in curbing malpractice. The study highlights the need for more awareness programs and reinforcement of Islamic ethical values to mitigate malpractice in schools.
This chapter presented and analyzed the study findings. The results indicate that Islamic teachings on honesty, accountability, and fear of Allah can be effective in reducing examination malpractice. The next chapter will provide recommendations and conclusions based on these findings.


CHAPTER FIVE
Summary, Conclusion, and Recommendations
5.1 Summary
This study examined the role of Islam in curbing examination malpractice among selected Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West Local Government Area (LGA). The study aimed to assess the effectiveness of Islamic teachings and values in promoting academic integrity and discouraging unethical examination practices. The research employed a mixed-method approach, combining surveys, interviews, and document analysis to gather data from students, teachers, and Islamic scholars. The findings indicate that Islamic principles, such as honesty (al-sidq), fear of Allah (taqwa), accountability (mas’uliyyah), and the belief in the Hereafter (al-akhirah), play a significant role in shaping students' attitudes towards examination malpractice.
The study revealed that despite the strong Islamic presence in Ilorin West LGA, examination malpractice remains a challenge due to peer pressure, societal expectations, inadequate supervision, and poor moral upbringing. However, students exposed to regular Islamic teachings and ethical guidance from scholars and educators demonstrated higher levels of academic integrity. 
A mixed-method approach, including surveys and interviews, was employed to gather data from students, teachers, and religious scholars. The findings revealed that examination malpractice is prevalent among students due to factors such as peer pressure, parental expectations, and lack of moral discipline. However, Islamic teachings emphasize honesty, integrity, and accountability, which, if properly inculcated, can serve as effective tools in addressing the menace.
5.2 Conclusion
From the findings, it is evident that examination malpractice is a serious challenge that undermines the educational system and ethical values. Islam, as a complete way of life, provides strong moral and ethical guidelines that discourage dishonesty in all forms, including cheating in examinations. The study found that students who are well-grounded in Islamic teachings tend to exhibit higher levels of academic integrity. Furthermore, Islamic scholars and religious institutions play a crucial role in educating students on the dangers of academic dishonesty and the rewards of sincerity and hard work. Therefore, integrating Islamic principles into the school system can significantly help in reducing examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA. Islamic teachings emphasize the importance of sincerity in seeking knowledge and the consequences of dishonest actions both in this world and the Hereafter. However, the prevalence of examination malpractice in Ilorin West LGA suggests that more efforts are needed to integrate Islamic ethical values into the school curriculum and disciplinary measures.
The study also concludes that while Islamic principles offer a strong moral foundation, external factors such as weak enforcement of examination regulations, lack of effective role models, and societal pressures contribute to examination malpractice. Therefore, a collaborative approach involving educators, religious leaders, policymakers, and parents is essential in addressing this issue effectively.
5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings of this research, the following recommendations are made:
1. Incorporation of Islamic Moral Teachings in School Curriculum:
Schools should strengthen moral and religious education by incorporating more Islamic teachings on honesty, accountability, and the consequences of cheating.
2. Role of Religious Leaders: Islamic scholars and clerics should actively engage students in discussions on the importance of integrity and the Islamic prohibition of deceit in any form.
3. Parental Guidance and Home Training: Parents should instill moral values in their children from an early age, emphasizing the importance of honesty in all aspects of life, including academics.
4. Strict Examination Policies: Schools should implement stricter measures against examination malpractice, including thorough supervision, use of surveillance systems, and severe penalties for offenders.
5. Islamic Peer Influence and Role Models: Schools and communities should promote mentorship programs where successful Muslim professionals and scholars serve as role models for students.
6. Public Awareness Campaigns: Government agencies, NGOs, and religious bodies should collaborate to organize awareness campaigns on the consequences of examination malpractice and the benefits of academic integrity.
7. School-Community Collaboration: Schools should partner with local Islamic organizations to reinforce moral teachings and organize seminars on the importance of ethical conduct in education.
By implementing these recommendations, it is expected that examination malpractice among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin West LGA can be significantly reduced, thereby promoting a culture of integrity and ethical academic practices in the region.
5.4 Suggestions for Further Research
Future research could explore the following areas:
1. A comparative study of the impact of religious teachings on examination malpractice across different religions.
2. The effectiveness of specific Islamic intervention programs in reducing examination malpractice.
3. The role of parents and teachers in fostering a culture of academic honesty in secondary schools.
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APPENDIX 
QUESTIONNAIRE ON ROLE OF ISLAM IN CURBING EXAMINATION MALPRACTICE AMONG JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN ILORIN WEST LGA
Dear Respondents,
	The purpose of the questionnaire is to find out your opinion on the influence of broken home on the Islamic Islam in curbing examination malpractice among junior secondary school students in Ilorin west LGA. The exercise is mainly for research purpose. 
	Therefore, all information supplied will be held in confidentially.
Kindly response to the items
SECTION A
Instruction: Please provide your answer to the questions below by indicating with a tick (√) in the appropriate box and / or filling in the blank spaces. 
1. Sex : Male (   ) Female (   ) Education of Qualification : NCE (Islamic Studies)  (     ), 
B.A, BA (Ed) / B. ED   (Islamic Studies) (    ), MA, / MED 
(Islamic Studies)  (  ), Others (specify) ………………………. 
1. Years of experience in teaching Islamic Studies: 1 – 5 years (   ), 6 – 10 years (   ), 11 – 20 years (    ), more than 20 years (   ). 
1. Class taught: SS1 (    ), SS2 (    ), SS3 (    ). 



SECTION B
Instruction: please indicate with a tick in the appropriate column the extent of your agreement with the statements below: 
Key: SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, D = 
	S/N
	Questionnaire Statements
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	1
	Islam discourages all forms of dishonesty, including examination malpractice.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Islamic teachings on morality help to reduce examination malpractice.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Students who practice Islam strictly are less likely to engage in examination malpractice.
	
	
	
	

	4
	The fear of Allah (Taqwa) can prevent students from engaging in malpractice.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Teachers should use Islamic teachings to educate students on the dangers of examination malpractice.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Schools that emphasize Islamic values have fewer cases of examination malpractice.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Islamic leaders should be involved in educating students on academic integrity.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Punishment for examination malpractice in Islamic schools is effective in discouraging it.
	
	
	
	

	9
	Parents should use Islamic principles to teach their children about honesty in academics.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Examination malpractice is a form of corruption that Islam strictly forbids.
	
	
	
	

	11
	Islamic schools should incorporate more teachings on academic integrity into their curriculum.
	
	
	
	

	12
	Regular Islamic sermons (Khutbah) on honesty can help curb examination malpractice.
	
	
	
	

	13
	Strict supervision during exams aligns with Islamic principles of justice and fairness.
	
	
	
	

	14
	The lack of Islamic values contributes to the rise of examination malpractice.
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