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ABSTRACT
This study explores the effect of early marriage on child education, focusing on Ilorin Metropolis as a case study. Early marriage, a prevalent socio-cultural practice in many parts of Nigeria, often impacts the educational attainment of young individuals, particularly girls. The research examines how early marriage affects access to, retention in, and performance within the educational system. A mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative data, was employed to assess the experiences of individuals who married early and their subsequent educational trajectories. Data were collected through structured interviews, surveys, and focus group discussions with stakeholders, including early marriage survivors, parents, teachers, and community leaders. The findings reveal that early marriage disrupts formal education, with significant consequences on literacy, career opportunities, and overall empowerment. This study underscores the need for targeted interventions, including community sensitization, policy enforcement, and support programs, to mitigate the adverse effects of early marriage on child education. Recommendations are made to strengthen educational policies and create inclusive environments that enable children, especially girls, to realize their full academic potential regardless of marital status.
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