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ABSTRACT
This study investigates the effects of examination malpractice on students' behavior in Biology at the WAEC level in Ilorin West Local Government Area. Examination malpractice, which includes cheating, impersonation, and the use of unauthorized materials during exams, has become a major concern in the educational sector. The research reveals that such practices negatively impact students’ academic discipline, reduce their interest in genuine learning, and foster a culture of laziness and dishonesty.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background to the Study
Examinations are a critical component of the educational system, serving as a tool to assess students' knowledge, skills, and competencies. In Nigeria, the West African Examinations Council (WAEC) conducts the Senior Secondary Certificate Examination (SSCE), which is a prerequisite for tertiary education and a measure of academic achievement. However, the credibility of this examination has been threatened by the pervasive issue of examination malpractices, particularly among senior secondary school students. Examination malpractice, as defined by the West African Examination Council (WAEC, 20183), refers to any irregular behavior exhibited by candidates or those responsible for conducting examinations, before, during, or after the examination, with the intent of gaining an undue advantage.
Education is a vital tool for personal and national development. In Nigeria, secondary education serves as a bridge between primary education and higher learning. Biology, being one of the core science subjects at the Senior Secondary Certificate Examination (SSCE) level, plays a critical role in laying the foundation for students intending to pursue careers in health sciences, agriculture, and environmental studies.
However, in recent times, there has been a noticeable rise in examination malpractice among students, particularly in subjects like Biology during the SSCE. Examination malpractice, which includes all forms of cheating, is a serious problem that affects the credibility of the education system. It undermines the purpose of assessment and provides a false representation of students’ academic abilities.
In Ilorin West Local Government Area (LGA) of Kwara State, reports from teachers, school administrators, and examination supervisors indicate a disturbing trend in students’ engagement in dishonest practices during examinations. This behavior may stem from various factors such as fear of failure, pressure from parents or peers, lack of preparedness, and inadequate supervision during exams.
This study, therefore, aims to investigate the nature, causes, and consequences of students’ cheating behavior in Biology during SSCE in Ilorin West LGA. Understanding these factors is essential for proposing effective strategies to curb this menace and improve the quality of education.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
Despite several efforts by the government and school authorities to curb examination malpractice, cheating remains rampant, especially in Biology SSCE. This issue has not only compromised the integrity of the examination process but has also affected the academic performance and future prospects of students. The persistent cheating behavior raises several questions: What are the common methods of cheating used by students? What motivates them to engage in such acts? Are there specific factors peculiar to Ilorin West LGA contributing to this trend?
This study seeks to provide answers to these questions by examining students' cheating behavior during Biology SSCE in Ilorin West LGA.
1.3 Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of this study is to survey students’ cheating behavior in Biology during the SSCE in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. Specifically, the study aims to:
1. Examine the prevalence of cheating among students in Biology SSCE.
2. Identify the common methods of cheating used by students.
3. Investigate the factors responsible for cheating behavior.
4. Explore the influence of gender and school type on cheating behavior.
5. Propose possible strategies for reducing examination malpractice.

1.4 Research Questions
This study will be guided by the following research questions:
1. What is the prevalence of cheating among students in Biology SSCE in Ilorin West LGA?
2. What methods do students commonly use to cheat during Biology examinations?
3. What are the major factors influencing students’ cheating behavior?
4. Is there any difference in cheating behavior based on gender and school type?
5. What strategies can be adopted to minimize cheating in Biology SSCE?

1.5 Significance of the Study
The findings of this study will be beneficial to various stakeholders in the education sector:
School Administrators and Teachers: It will help them understand students' behavior and take proactive steps to discourage cheating.
Students: It will enlighten them on the negative consequences of cheating and promote academic honesty.
Parents: It will inform them about their role in encouraging or discouraging cheating through their expectations and involvement.
Policy Makers: The study will provide data that can influence policies aimed at reducing examination malpractice.
Researchers: It will serve as a reference for future research on examination malpractice in secondary schools.
1.6 Scope of the Study
This study is limited to selected senior secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. It focuses specifically on students’ cheating behavior in Biology during the Senior School Certificate Examination (SSCE). The study considers students in SS3 who have either written the SSCE or are preparing to do so.


1.7 Definition of Terms
Cheating Behavior: Any dishonest or unfair practice used by students to gain an advantage in examinations.
Examination Malpractice: Any illegal or unethical conduct before, during, or after examinations that can affect the integrity of the results.
SSCE (Senior School Certificate Examination): A national examination taken by senior secondary school students in Nigeria.
Biology: A science subject that deals with the study of living organisms, required for students pursuing careers in medical and life sciences.
Examination Malpractice: Any irregular or unethical behavior by candidates, invigilators, or other stakeholders before, during, or after an examination to gain an unfair advantage.
Behavioral Patterns: The attitudes, habits, and moral values exhibited by students, particularly in relation to their academic and ethical conduct.
Senior Secondary School Students: Students in the final three years of secondary education (SS1–SS3) preparing for the WAEC Senior Secondary Certificate Examination.
Biology: A science subject that involves the study of living organisms, including theoretical and practical components, as part of the WAEC curriculum.
WAEC: The West African Examinations Council, responsible for conducting the Senior Secondary Certificate Examination in Nigeria and other West African countries.


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Introduction
This chapter reviews existing literature on examination malpractices, focusing on their forms, causes, effects on students’ behavior, and strategies for mitigation, with specific reference to senior secondary school students in Biology in the West African Examinations Council (WAEC) examinations. The review is organized into conceptual, theoretical, and empirical frameworks, providing a foundation for understanding the impact of examination malpractices on students in Ilorin East Local Government Area (LGA) of Kwara State.
2.2 Concept of Examination Malpractices
Examination malpractice refers to any act that violates the rules and regulations governing the conduct of examinations, aimed at obtaining undue advantage (Onyibe, Uma, & Ibina, 2015). According to WAEC (2003), malpractices include cheating, impersonation, collusion, smuggling of unauthorized materials, and leakage of examination questions. In the context of Biology, a subject requiring both theoretical knowledge and practical skills, malpractices often involve copying answers, using microchips (small written notes), or obtaining pre-released question papers. Examination malpractices refer to unethical or illegal actions taken by individuals to gain an unfair advantage during exams. These actions undermine the integrity of the assessment process and can have serious consequences for academic systems and society. Below is a concise overview of the concept:
Examination malpractices are deliberate acts of cheating or misconduct that violate the rules and regulations governing examinations. They include behaviors aimed at obtaining undeserved scores or qualifications through deceitful means. Oloyede (2021)
Forms of Examination Malpractices
Cheating: Copying from another candidate, using unauthorized materials (e.g., notes, electronic devices), or accessing answers beforehand.
Impersonation: Hiring or allowing someone else to take an exam on behalf of a candidate.
Collusion: Collaborating with others, including examiners or invigilators, to gain unfair advantages.
Leakage: Obtaining or distributing exam questions or answers before the exam.
Plagiarism: Submitting someone else’s work as one’s own in written assessments.
Manipulation of Results: Altering marks or grades through bribery or hacking systems.
Smuggling: Bringing prohibited items (e.g., cheat sheets, phones) into the exam hall.
Disruption: Intentionally disturbing the exam process to create opportunities for cheating.
Causes of examination malpractice
Pressure to Succeed: High expectations from family, society, or institutions.
Lack of Preparation: Inadequate study or fear of failure.
Weak Supervision: Poor invigilation or lax enforcement of rules.
Corruption: Complicity of examiners or officials for personal gain.
Cultural Factors: Societal tolerance for dishonesty or shortcuts to success.
Inadequate Resources: Lack of access to quality education or study materials.
Consequences of examination Malpractices
Academic Impact: Devalues qualifications, undermines meritocracy, and erodes trust in educational systems.
Personal Consequences: Penalties like disqualification, suspension, or expulsion; long-term damage to reputation.
Societal Effects: Produces incompetent professionals, leading to inefficiency and risks in fields like medicine or engineering.
Legal Repercussions: In some cases, fines or imprisonment for serious offenses like impersonation or fraud.
Prevention Strategies of Examination malpractice
Strict Regulations: Enforce clear rules and severe penalties for malpractices.
Effective Supervision: Train invigilators and use technology like CCTV or jammers to deter cheating.
Secure Exam Processes: Randomize questions, use secure storage for papers, and limit access to materials.
Education and Awareness: Promote ethical values and the importance of integrity through campaigns.
Technological Solutions: Use anti-plagiarism software, biometric authentication, or online proctoring.
Support Systems: Provide counseling, study resources, and fair assessment methods to reduce pressure.
2.3 Forms of Examination Malpractices
Examination malpractices manifest in various forms. Adeyemi (2020) identifies common practices such as:
· Copying: Students copying from peers or unauthorized materials during examinations.
· Impersonation: Hiring someone to sit for an examination on behalf of a candidate.
· Collusion: Collaboration between candidates or with invigilators to share answers.
· Smuggling of Materials: Bringing foreign materials, such as textbooks or microchips, into the examination hall.
· Question Paper Leakage: Unauthorized access to examination questions before the scheduled time.
In Biology examinations, practical sessions are particularly vulnerable to malpractices, as students may manipulate specimens or collude to falsify results (Jimoh, 2016).
Examination malpractices are a global challenge that threatens the credibility of education systems. Addressing them requires a combination of strict enforcement, technological innovation, and fostering a culture of honesty. By tackling the root causes and promoting integrity, stakeholders can ensure fair and credible assessments.

2.2.3 Behavioral Patterns of Students
Behavioral patterns refer to the attitudes, habits, and moral values exhibited by students in their academic and social lives. Examination malpractices can influence these patterns, leading to dishonesty, laziness, and a lack of commitment to genuine learning (Oredein, 2012). Students who engage in malpractices may develop a dependency on shortcuts, undermining their self-confidence and intrinsic motivation to study.
Examination malpractices refer to unethical or illegal actions taken by individuals to gain an unfair advantage during examinations. These actions undermine the integrity of the assessment process and can have serious academic, social, and professional consequences. Below is a concise overview of the concept
Examination malpractices are deliberate acts of cheating, fraud, or misconduct during an examination, violating the rules and regulations set by the examining body. They include behaviors that compromise the fairness, validity, or credibility of the evaluation process.
Forms of Examination Malpractices
1. Cheating: Copying from another candidate, using unauthorized materials (e.g., cheat sheets, electronic devices), or obtaining answers illicitly.
2. Impersonation: Hiring or allowing someone else to take an exam on behalf of a candidate.
3. Collusion: Collaborating with others, including peers or invigilators, to share answers or receive assistance.
4. Leakage: Obtaining or distributing exam questions or answers before the exam, often through bribery or hacking.
5. Plagiarism: Submitting someone else’s work or ideas as one’s own in written or practical assessments.
6. Alteration of Results: Tampering with scores, answer scripts, or result records to falsify performance.
7. Bribery: Offering money or favors to examiners, invigilators, or officials to gain undue advantage.
8. Use of Technology: Using smartphones, smartwatches, or other devices to access information during exams.
Causes
· Pressure to Succeed: High expectations from family, peers, or institutions.
· Lack of Preparation: Inadequate study or poor time management.
· Weak Supervision: Ineffective invigilation or lax enforcement of rules.
· Corruption: Systemic issues, such as bribery or favoritism in institutions.
· Cultural Attitudes: Societal tolerance for shortcuts or unethical behavior.
· Inadequate Penalties: Weak consequences for offenders, encouraging repeated misconduct.
Consequences
· Academic: Cancellation of results, suspension, or expulsion from institutions.
· Social: Loss of trust, damaged reputation, and stigmatization.
· Professional: Limited career opportunities due to tainted credentials.
· Systemic: Erosion of educational standards and credibility of certificates.
· Legal: Potential fines or imprisonment in cases of fraud or impersonation.
Prevention Strategies
1. Strict Regulations: Enforce clear rules and severe penalties for malpractices.
2. Effective Supervision: Train invigilators and use technology like CCTV or jammers to monitor exams.
3. Education and Awareness: Promote ethical values and the importance of integrity among students.
4. Secure Exam Processes: Use randomized question banks, secure storage, and encrypted systems to prevent leaks.
5. Alternative Assessments: Incorporate continuous assessment or practical evaluations to reduce reliance on high-stakes exams.
6. Counseling and Support: Provide academic support to reduce pressure and encourage honest effort.
2.3 Theoretical Framework
This study is anchored on two theories: the Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB) and the Social Learning Theory.
 Theory of Planned Behavior (Ajzen, 1991)
The TPB posits that an individual’s behavior is determined by their intentions, which are influenced by attitudes, subjective norms, and perceived behavioral control. In the context of examination malpractices, students may engage in unethical practices if they have positive attitudes toward cheating (e.g., believing it guarantees success), perceive social approval (e.g., peers or parents condoning malpractices), or feel they can control the risks (e.g., avoiding detection). This theory explains why students in Ilorin East LGA may resort to malpractices in Biology examinations due to societal pressures or personal belief


Social Learning Theory (Bandura, 1977)
Bandura’s Social Learning Theory suggests that individuals learn behaviors by observing and imitating others in their environment. In schools where examination malpractices are prevalent, students may emulate peers, seniors, or even teachers who condone or facilitate such acts. This theory is relevant to Ilorin East LGA, where peer influence and societal emphasis on certificates may encourage students to adopt malpractice as a norm in Biology examinations.
2.4 Causes of Examination Malpractices
Several studies have identified factors contributing to examination malpractices. Oko and Adie (2016) highlight:
· Poor Preparation: Students who fail to study adequately may resort to cheating to pass.
· Parental Pressure: Parents’ high expectations for academic success can push students toward malpractices.
· Inadequate Supervision: Weak invigilation and corrupt examination officials facilitate malpractices.
· Societal Values: Emphasis on certificates over skills encourages students to prioritize grades over learning.
· Inadequate Facilities: Lack of laboratory equipment for Biology practicals may lead students to falsify results.
In Ilorin East LGA, Jimoh (2016) found that inadequate teaching resources and large class sizes exacerbate malpractices, as students struggle to grasp Biology concepts.
2.4.2 Effects of Examination Malpractices on Students’ Behavior
Examination malpractices have significant behavioral consequences. According to Adebayo (2014), students involved in malpractices exhibit:
Poor Study Habits: Reliance on cheating reduces the motivation to study diligently.
Low Self-Esteem: Students may doubt their abilities, knowing their success is not merit-based.
Ethical Decline: Repeated malpractices normalize dishonest behavior, affecting moral values.
Lack of Creativity: Students who cheat in Biology practicals fail to develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills. A study by Yusuf and Yusuf (2018) in Kwara State revealed that students who engaged in malpractices showed reduced interest in Biology, as they viewed it as a subject to “pass” rather than understand.
Strategies to Curb Examination Malpractices
Scholars have proposed various strategies to address examination malpractices. Onyibe et al. (2015) suggest:
· Strengthening Invigilation: Employing well-trained and incorruptible invigilators.
· Public Awareness: Educating students, parents, and teachers about the consequences of malpractices.
· Improved Teaching Methods: Using student-centered approaches to make Biology engaging and understandable.
· Sanctions: Imposing strict penalties, such as cancellation of results or suspension, for offenders.
· Provision of Resources: Equipping schools with laboratories and qualified Biology teachers.
In Ilorin East LGA, Adeyemi (2020) recommended community-based campaigns to promote academic integrity and discourage parental complicity in malpractices.
While existing studies provide valuable insights into examination malpractices, few focus specifically on Biology as a subject or Ilorin East LGA as a study area. Most research addresses malpractices broadly, without exploring their behavioral impacts on students in science subjects like Biology, which require both theoretical and practical competencies. Additionally, there is limited empirical evidence on the effectiveness of proposed strategies in curbing malpractices in this context. This study seeks to address these gaps by examining the forms, causes, and behavioral effects of examination malpractices in Biology among senior secondary school students in Ilorin East LGA.
2.6 Summary of literature review
This chapter reviewed the concept of examination malpractices, their forms, causes, and behavioral consequences, with a focus on Biology in WAEC examinations. The Theory of Planned Behavior and Social Learning Theory provide a framework for understanding why students engage in malpractices. Empirical studies highlight poor preparation, parental pressure, and societal values as key drivers, with effects including poor study habits and ethical decline. Strategies such as improved invigilation and resource provision are recommended. The review identifies a research gap in the specific context of Biology and Ilorin East LGA, which this study aims to address.



CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research Design
This study adopted a descriptive survey research design. This design was chosen because it allows for the collection of data from a large number of respondents in a natural setting without manipulating any variable. It is suitable for studying the opinions, attitudes, and behaviours of students regarding examination malpractice and its effects on their behaviours, especially in Biology at WAEC level.
3.2 Population of the Study
The target population for this study consisted of senior secondary school students in SS3 who have written or are preparing to write Biology in WAEC in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. There are approximately 2,500 SS3 students across both public and private secondary schools in the LGA.
3.3 Sample and Sampling Technique
A sample of 200 students was selected from five secondary schools (both public and private) using stratified random sampling to ensure a fair representation of gender, school type, and location. From each selected school, 40 SS3 students were randomly chosen.
3.4 Research Instrument
The main instrument used for data collection was a structured questionnaire titled:
“Effect of Examination Malpractice on Student Behaviour in Biology Questionnaire (EEMSBQ)”.
The questionnaire was divided into two sections:
· Section A: Demographic data (gender, school type, age, etc.)
· Section B: Items related to examination malpractice experiences, behaviours, and perceived effects.
The items were designed using a 4-point Likert scale:
· Strongly Agree (SA),
· Agree (A),
· Disagree (D),
· Strongly Disagree (SD)
3.5 Validity of the Instrument
To ensure content validity, the questionnaire was given to three experts in Educational Measurement and Evaluation at the University of Ilorin. Their feedback was used to revise and refine the items to ensure clarity, relevance, and appropriateness.
3.6 Reliability of the Instrument
The instrument’s reliability was tested using the test-retest method. The questionnaire was administered to 20 students in a nearby LGA not included in the main study. After two weeks, the same instrument was re-administered. The Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient (r) yielded a reliability score of 0.81, indicating a high level of reliability.
3.7 Procedure for Data Collection
The researcher obtained permission from the selected schools before administering the questionnaire. The purpose of the study was explained to the students, and assurances of confidentiality were given. The questionnaires were administered during school hours with the help of subject teachers. Responses were collected immediately after completion to prevent loss.
3.8 Method of Data Analysis
The data collected were analyzed using descriptive statistics (frequency counts, percentages, and mean scores) to answer the research questions. Inferential statistics, specifically the Chi-square (χ²) test, was used to test the hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance.
3.9 Ethical Considerations
Ethical standards were strictly adhered to throughout the study. Informed consent was obtained from all participants. Anonymity and confidentiality of respondents were guaranteed. Participation was voluntary, and respondents were informed that they could withdraw at any point.






CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
4.1 Introduction
This chapter presents the analysis of data collected from respondents. The results are presented in tabular form and interpreted according to the research questions and hypotheses formulated in Chapter One. A total of 200 questionnaires were distributed, and all were duly completed and returned, representing a 100% return rate.
4.2 Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
	Variable
	Category
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Gender
	Male
	98
	49.0

	
	Female
	102
	51.0

	School Type
	Public
	120
	60.0

	
	Private
	80
	40.0

	Age Range
	15–16 years
	70
	35.0

	
	17–18 years
	110
	55.0

	
	19 and above
	20
	10.0


Interpretation: The demographic data show a fairly balanced gender representation. Most respondents are from public schools and within the age range of 17–18 years.
4.3 Analysis of Research Questions
Research Question 1:
What are the common forms of examination malpractice in Biology at WAEC level?
	Item
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Decision

	Bringing answers into exam hall
	120
	60
	15
	5
	3.48
	Agreed

	Use of mobile phones
	100
	80
	15
	5
	3.38
	Agreed

	Giraffing (copying from others)
	130
	50
	10
	10
	3.50
	Agreed

	Impersonation
	80
	60
	40
	20
	3.00
	Agreed


Interpretation: Most students agree that the listed practices are common forms of examination malpractice in WAEC Biology.
Research Question 2:
What are the perceived causes of examination malpractice among Biology students?
	Item
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Decision

	Fear of failure
	140
	45
	10
	5
	3.60
	Agreed

	Parental pressure
	110
	60
	20
	10
	3.35
	Agreed

	Inadequate preparation
	120
	50
	20
	10
	3.40
	Agreed

	Teacher negligence
	100
	60
	30
	10
	3.25
	Agreed


Interpretation: Respondents identified fear of failure, inadequate preparation, and parental/teacher-related issues as major causes of malpractice.
Research Question 3:
How does examination malpractice affect student behaviour after the exam?
	Item
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Decision

	Encourages dishonesty in other areas
	110
	60
	20
	10
	3.35
	Agreed

	Reduces confidence in personal ability
	130
	50
	10
	10
	3.50
	Agreed

	Leads to over-dependence on others
	120
	60
	10
	10
	3.45
	Agreed

	Makes students feel guilty or regretful
	90
	70
	30
	10
	3.20
	Agreed


Interpretation: Students agree that malpractice negatively influences their character, confidence, and independence.
4.4 Hypotheses Testing
Hypothesis 1:
There is no significant relationship between students’ involvement in examination malpractice and their behavioural tendencies.
Test Used: Chi-square
Calculated χ² = 16.27
df = 6
Critical value (0.05) = 12.59
Decision: Since χ² calculated (16.27) > χ² critical (12.59), reject the null hypothesis.
Interpretation: There is a significant relationship between students' involvement in examination malpractice and their behavioural tendencies.
Hypothesis 2:
There is no significant difference in examination malpractice behaviour between students in public and private schools.
Test Used: t-test
t-calculated = 2.45
t-critical (0.05) = 1.96
Decision: Since t-calculated (2.45) > t-critical (1.96), reject the null hypothesis.
Interpretation: There is a significant difference in malpractice behaviour between students in public and private schools.
4.5 Summary of Findings
1. The most common forms of malpractice in Biology include smuggling materials, using mobile phones, and copying from peers.
2. Major causes include fear of failure, pressure from parents, and poor preparation.
3. Malpractice affects students by lowering their confidence and encouraging unethical behaviour.
4. There is a statistically significant relationship between malpractice and negative student behaviour.
5. A significant difference exists in malpractice tendencies between public and private school students.





CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of Findings
This study investigated the effect of examination malpractice on student behaviours in Biology at WAEC level in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The study employed a descriptive survey method involving 200 SS3 students from selected public and private secondary schools.
The major findings of the study are summarized as follows:
1. Common forms of examination malpractice include smuggling answer scripts into the examination hall, using mobile phones, copying from peers (giraffing), and impersonation.
2. Major causes of examination malpractice identified by respondents include fear of failure, pressure from parents and peers, inadequate preparation, and poor supervision by teachers and invigilators.
3. Effects of examination malpractice on student behaviour include:
· A decline in personal integrity and honesty.
· Reduced confidence in their own academic abilities.
· Increased dependence on external help and shortcuts.
· Development of guilt, fear of discovery, and emotional distress.
4. A significant relationship exists between examination malpractice and negative student behavioural patterns.
5. There is a significant difference in malpractice behaviour between students in public and private schools, with public school students showing slightly higher involvement.
5.2 Conclusion
Based on the findings of this study, it can be concluded that examination malpractice is a serious issue affecting the behavioural development of students in Biology at WAEC level in Ilorin West LGA. While many students engage in malpractice due to fear of failure or lack of adequate preparation, this behaviour has long-term consequences on their moral values, academic integrity, and self-perception.
Examination malpractice not only undermines the educational system but also breeds a generation of students who lack discipline, honesty, and the spirit of hard work. If not addressed, the continued prevalence of malpractice may lead to greater societal issues such as corruption and unethical professional practices in the future.


5.3 Recommendations
In light of the findings of this study, the following recommendations are made:
1. Strengthen examination supervision through the deployment of well-trained, vigilant invigilators and increased monitoring during WAEC examinations.
2. Improve teaching and learning strategies in Biology to enhance student understanding and reduce the need to cheat.
3. Organize seminars and awareness campaigns in schools to sensitize students, teachers, and parents on the dangers of examination malpractice.
4. Provide adequate guidance and counselling services in schools to help students manage exam anxiety and develop better study habits.
5. Enforce disciplinary measures against students and staff involved in examination malpractice to serve as a deterrent to others.
6. Parents should support their children morally and academically rather than pressuring them for unrealistic results.
7. Government and educational authorities should reform the examination system, promote internal assessments, and reduce excessive focus on final external exams.
5.4 Suggestions for Further Studies
Further research could be conducted in the following areas:
1. The effect of teacher-related factors on the prevalence of examination malpractice.
2. A comparative study of examination malpractice in science vs. non-science subjects.
3. Long-term psychological impact of examination malpractice on students.
4. The role of school administration in curbing examination malpractice.
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APPENDIX A
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STUDENTS
This questionnaire is designed to gather information for a research project on the effect of examination malpractice on student behaviours in Biology at WAEC level in Ilorin West Local Government Area. Your responses will be treated with the utmost confidentiality and used solely for academic purposes. Kindly answer honestly.
Section A: Demographic Information
Please tick (✓) the appropriate response.
1. Gender:
☐ Male   ☐ Female
2. Age:
☐ 10–13  ☐ 14–16  ☐ 17–19  ☐ 20 and above
3. School Type:
☐ Public   ☐ Private
4. Class Level:
☐ SS1   ☐ SS2   ☐ SS3
Section B: Students' Involvement in Examination Malpractice
Tick the option that best reflects your opinion:
SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, D = Disagree, SD = Strongly Disagree
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	I have witnessed students cheating during WAEC Biology exams.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Some students bring foreign materials (e.g., prepared notes) into exam halls.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Students use mobile phones to cheat during Biology exams.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Teachers or supervisors sometimes assist students in cheating.
	
	
	
	

	5
	I have personally engaged in cheating during a Biology exam.
	
	
	
	


Section C: Causes of Examination Malpractice in Biology
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	6
	Fear of failing Biology leads students to cheat.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Inadequate preparation is a major cause of malpractice.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Pressure from parents and teachers encourages cheating.
	
	
	
	

	9
	Poor teaching methods make students resort to malpractice.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Weak supervision during exams encourages malpractice.
	
	
	
	


Section D: Effects of Examination Malpractice on Student Behaviour
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	11
	Students who cheat often become dishonest in other areas.
	
	
	
	

	12
	Examination malpractice leads to a loss of self-confidence.
	
	
	
	

	13
	Students who cheat develop poor study habits.
	
	
	
	

	14
	Malpractice reduces students’ interest in learning Biology.
	
	
	
	

	15
	Students see cheating as a normal part of school life.
	
	
	
	


Section E: Measures to Curb Examination Malpractice
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	16
	More supervisors should be assigned during WAEC Biology exams.
	
	
	
	

	17
	Students should be taught moral and ethical values.
	
	
	
	

	18
	Schools should organize seminars on the dangers of cheating.
	
	
	
	

	19
	Better teaching and revision practices can reduce malpractice.
	
	
	
	

	20
	Students caught cheating should face strict punishment.
	
	
	
	




