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ABSTRACT
            This study investigates the role of local government in promoting educational development, with a specific focus on Oyun Local Government Area in Kwara State, Nigeria. Recognizing education as a critical driver of socio-economic advancement, the research explores how local authorities contribute to improving educational infrastructure, policy implementation, teacher welfare, and student outcomes at the grassroots level. Using a mixed-methods approach, data were gathered through interviews with key stakeholders including education officers, teachers, and community leaders, as well as surveys administered to school staff and students. The study found that while Oyun Local Government has made notable efforts in areas such as provision of learning materials, renovation of schools, and support for teacher training, challenges such as inadequate funding, bureaucratic bottlenecks, and poor community engagement continue to hinder optimal performance. The research concludes that for local governments to serve effectively as instruments for educational development, there must be stronger policy enforcement, increased autonomy, and better collaboration with state and federal agencies. Recommendations include increased budgetary allocation for education at the local level, capacity-building for education administrators, and the establishment of monitoring and evaluation frameworks.
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CHAPTER ONE
 INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
The essence of government at any level is to ensure the upliftment of the human condition through the people's participation in the "determination of the decision which affect their lives at all levels and at all times". And this virtue is enhanced by the presence of democracy in any system, which enables the people to liberate their energies through the freedom and liberty they enjoy under such system. However, the ability of any society to achieve these goals depend is in the final analysis on the extent to which both her leaders and followers are prepared to make structures and instructions put in place for good governance work. And this has been the major challenge facing an instrument development government in Nigeria.
To be sure, Local Government Administration is the oldest system of government in Nigeria, and it predates colonialism. Indeed, prior to the coming of the Europeans, Local Administration existed in various communities across Nigeria Dr. Akhakpe Ighodalo a Nigeria attempt at defining the concepts, Local government, democracy, and development has always been a hard task because these concepts according to him, belong to the contested category, however, a sketch of some definitions of these concepts. could be helpful. According to him, Local government can be referred to as that level of government closest to the instrument that provides for the needs of the people at this level. And according Bello Imam (2013), local government is "that unit of administration with defined territory and powers, as well as administrative authority with relative autonomy" and this unit of administration could be elective or appointive.
Education is widely recognized as the cornerstone of national development. It empowers individuals with knowledge, skills, and values needed to improve quality of life and contribute meaningfully to societal progress. In Nigeria, educational development is a shared responsibility among the three tiers of government: federal, state, and local. Of these, the local government plays a critical role due to its closeness to the grassroots.
Local governments are strategically positioned to identify and address educational needs in their communities. They are responsible for the construction and maintenance of primary school buildings, recruitment of non-teaching staff, provision of teaching materials, and support for adult and non-formal education. These roles are vital in ensuring access, equity, and quality in education at the foundational level. Oyun Local Government Area in Kwara State serves as a practical example for examining the impact of local governance in promoting educational development. Despite challenges such as poor funding and administrative bottlenecks, efforts have been made by the local authority to enhance educational infrastructure, support basic education, and encourage community participation.
In these definitions are no means exhausting, however put in together,   local government at the local level, government at the instrument, and according to Abraham Lincoln, is government by the people to the people at the local level. Local government is government that is closer to the people at their various localities, and it is also a subordinate administrative system, by which the affairs of a country or station are managed. And local government is embodied in a defined territory and at, its own is a separate entity on its legal district. Education is an activity we all feel that we know something about having had practical experience of it. Nwosu (2014),defined education as the process of socializing the individuals to develop his/her capabilities, and abilities to acquire knowledge, skills, habits, interest, attitudes and behaviours that enable the individual adjust and respond to the environmental conditions in order to function effectively in the society for maximal personal and national development. Dewey (1963) defined education as a fostering, a nurturing and a cultivating process. This definition implies that education leads to development or growth. Every societies, past and present whether simple or complex, traditional or modern have always been engaged in the transmission of the culture of their youths. These includes their beliefs, customs, ideologies,: philosophies and so, on, which are highly valued by the people and which are of benefits to their society at any particular time. It is against the above backdrop that this project seeks to examine the local government as an instrument for promoting educational development in Nigeria.
Statement of the Problem

It has been argued in recent times that there have been consistent inefficiency and ineffectiveness in the area of administration, in Nigeria local government area the clamor to inculcate the roles of education at the grassroots level for development has not been achieved its laudable objectives. The grassroots socio-economic, cultural, political and technological development remains highly neglected. The rural communities are bisected with myriad of problems. Among some of these problems are illiteracy, poverty, poor interpersonal relationship, lack of moral values, low standard of living, corruption, ritual killings, superstitions beliefs, etc, which affect meaningful development and wellbeing of the people. This study would be undertaken to examine to what extent is the education role to grassroots development and also to determine what variables influence development rate in the rural communities. In the light of this, the study would find out if there are identifiable variables that can foster development at the grassroots level.
Purpose of the Study

The objective of the study is to look at the local government as third tier of government in Nigeria, assess its organizational structure, its functions, the laws governing it and its set-goals on education. All these are with a view to ascertain whether or not the local government is living up to expectation with respect to the targets set on the education sector.
For instance, the Local Government Education: Authority (LGEA) now called Local Government Universal Basic Education Authority (LGUBEA)has the responsibility to provide functional and qualitative primary education for the children of the respective local government area. In this task, the local government council is expected to provide necessary financial and other supports. To the end, the objectives of the study is to assess how well the local government has been able to provide the required support in the areas of finance, training, infrastructure, for education. Apart from assessing the performance of the local government in its set goals on education; another objectives of this study is also identify other areas where the government can contribute further to the development of education.
Research Question
To investigate the role of education on grassroots development, the following research questions would be formulated by the researcher, which will serve as guide to the study.
1. Are there some education related factors that can significantly influence development at the grassroots level?
2. Does education acquired by people have influence on their development?


Research Hypothesis
To get answers to the problems raised, the following null hypotheses would be formulated to guide the study at .05 level of significance.
HO1: There is no significant relationship between the educational related factors and development at the grassroots level
HO2: There is no significant relationship between education acquire by people and their development.
Significance of the Study
Knowledge of the role of education to grassroots development is important. It is the realization of this fact that every nation that wants to grow attaches great importance to what happens in schools as well as its educational policies and programmes whether formal or informal in all spheres of education. However, individuals, communities do not attain the rate of development even within the same state. Also, the outcome of the findings would enable government, communities and individual to minimize some of the controllable factors that adversely affect the general well being of the populace. 
This study would find out what factors and how these factors influences the general wellbeing of the people at the grassroots level; the importance of being education and the effects of not being educated on the people.
Scope of the Study
The scope will be limited in scope to local governments particularly Oyun Local government on the enabling fundamental contribution made towards, instruments development and their roles in nation building and also its effect on the common people. It covers education as an effective instrument for grassroots development in Nigeria.
Operational Definition of Key Terms
In line with the topic of the project, we need to define certain key words or concepts which will guide the discussion the key concepts are local government education and development.
Local Government:- The third tier of government responsible for grassroots administration and service delivery..
Instrument: this is means a relatively simple device for performing work.
Promote: this is to help or encourage existing or flourishing.
Education:- Education is the systematic training or instruction given to persons that result in either the development of character and mental power and/or lead to the acquisition of specialized knowledge.
Development:- Development in this context can simply be defined as a rational process of growth in the direction of nation building and positive progress.
Educational Development: Improvement in access, quality, and management of education systems.
Primary Education: The first level of formal education typically for children aged 6 to 11 years.
Adult Education: Learning programs for adults to improve literacy, skills, and personal development.
Infrastructure: Physical facilities such as school buildings, classrooms, and libraries that support learning.


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
Introduction
This chapter explores existing literature and theoretical frameworks related to local government and educational development. It highlights the role, functions, challenges, and contributions of local government towards promoting education, with a particular focus on the Nigerian context.
Local Government Meaning, Characteristics and Roles
Meaning of Local Government
The concept local government can be viewed from several perspectives. It can be viewed from the perspective of its geographical definition, its level of authority, its composition and its functions. United Nation defines local government as a political sub-division of a nation in a federal system or a state which is constituted by law and has substantial control of local affairs. The emphasis here is the geographical delimitation-"a political sub-division of a nation”. OMaddick (1963) refers to local government ás a sub-unit of government controlled by a local council which is authorized by the central government to pass ordinances having a local application, levy taxes or exerts labour within limits specified by the central government the focus in this definition is “authority”. The document on the year 1776 local government reforms in Nigeria defined local government from the perspective of its composition and functions. It sees local government as government at local level exercised by representative council and established by law to exercise specific power within defined areas Although each of the authorities cited above views local government from different perspective, they all, nevertheless, allude to all the features of local government in their further explanations. And from the combination of their views, we could extract the main characteristics of local government as hereunder enumerated.
Conceptual Framework
Local Government refers to the lowest tier of government closest to the people, created to bring governance and development closer to communities. It is tasked with responsibilities such as health care, education, and community development.
Educational Development encompasses efforts made to improve the quality, accessibility, and relevance of education through policies, infrastructure, funding, teacher training, and curriculum reform.
Local government and social development
Local governments are in a position to promote awareness of the pressing social needs in the community and of the importance of social investment. They can foster a sense of responsibility for social well-being among all sectors including business, community groups and other levels of government.
The Role of Local Government in Education
Local governments contribute to education in the following ways:
· Construction and maintenance of primary school buildings.
· Recruitment and payment of non-teaching staff.
· Provision of instructional materials and equipment.
· Organizing community-based educational initiatives.
· Supervising local schools to ensure quality.
These roles are aimed at creating an enabling environment for teaching and learning.


Theoretical Framework
This study is grounded in the Decentralization Theory, which argues that devolving power and responsibilities to local governments improves efficiency, responsiveness, and community participation. In the context of education, decentralization allows local authorities to better understand and address the unique educational needs of their communities.
Empirical Review
Studies such as Adebayo (2015) and Ezeani (2018) confirm that local governments play a significant role in educational development by funding school infrastructure and participating in policy implementation. However, issues such as mismanagement, corruption, and inadequate funding often limit their effectiveness.
Challenges Faced by Local Governments in Promoting Education
· Inadequate funding from federal and state governments.
· Political interference in decision-making.
· Lack of qualified personnel and technical expertise.
· Poor monitoring and evaluation mechanisms.
· Weak community involvement and awareness.
Conceptualizing the Concept of development
Development is basically an economic concept that has. positive connotations; it involves the application of certain economic and technical measures to utilize available resources to instigate economic growth and improve people's quality of life.
The Military and Local Government Development in Nigeria
The coming of the military in 1966 also brought new Sole administrators that were appointed the local government councils. And the military also adopted, local administration in place of local government. And to refer-back in the views of Dare and Oyewole (2017) in their own system is to perform local functions and also transforming the rural areas, examples; Education, Electricity, water supply, reconstruction of lapidated building, road networking, Hospitals and civic, centers empowering the youths, small scale industries for creating jobs opportunities, and also uplifting social awareness'. However put in together, local government at the local level, government at the instrument, and according to Abraham Lincoln, is government by the people to the people at the local level. Local government is government that is closer to the people at their various localities, and it is also a subordinate administrative system, by which the affairs of a country or station are managed. And local government is embodied in a defined territory and at, its own is a separate entity on its legal district. Local government is such an instrument.
Summary of Literature Review
The literature affirms that local governments have a critical role in promoting educational development. However, their performance is hindered by systemic and administrative challenges. There is a need for policy reform, improved funding, and greater transparency to enhance their impact on education.



CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Introduction
This chapter describes the methods used to collect, analyze, and interpret data for the study. It outlines the research design, population, sample size, instruments, procedures, and data analysis techniques.
Research Design
The study adopts a descriptive survey design, which allows for the collection of data from a sample of individuals to describe and interpret educational activities and the role of local government in educational development.
Population of the Study
The population includes education officers, local government officials, head teachers, and community members within Oyun Local Government Area.


Sample and Sampling Technique
A sample of 100 respondents was selected using stratified random sampling to ensure adequate representation of all groups. The sample included:
· 20 local government education officials
· 30 school heads and teachers
· 50 parents and community members
Research Instrument
A structured questionnaire titled “Local Government and Educational Development Questionnaire (LGEDQ)” was used. It consisted of close-ended and open-ended questions aimed at collecting data on the contributions, challenges, and effectiveness of local government efforts in education.
Validity and Reliability of the Instrument
The questionnaire was validated by educational experts in Kwara State University. A pilot test was conducted in a nearby local government, and the reliability coefficient was calculated using Cronbach's Alpha, yielding a score of 0.82, indicating high reliability.
Method of Data Collection
The researcher personally administered the questionnaires with the help of research assistants. This ensured high response rates and allowed for clarification where necessary.
Method of Data Analysis
The data collected was analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency counts and percentages. Charts and tables were used to present findings for clarity.

CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION/ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS
4.1	Introduction
This chapter presents results for discussion on the topic under investigation
Demographic of the respondent
Table1: sex of the respondent
	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	44
	44%

	Female
	56
	56%

	Total
	100
	100%


The table 1 above shows that 44 (44%) respondents are male while 56(56%) respondents are female. This implies that majority of the respondents are female.
	Age
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1-18
	01
	1%

	19-50
	88
	88%

	50 above
	11
	11%

	Total
	100
	100%


Table 2 above shows that 01 (1%) respondents is 1-18 years, 88(88%) respondents are 19-50 years while 11 (11%) respondents are 50 years above. This implies that majority of the respondents are between 19-50years.
Table 3: level of respondents
	Level
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1-6
	13
	13%

	7-11
	79
	79%

	12-17
	08
	89%

	Total
	100
	100


Table 3 above shows that 13 (13%) respondents are in level in 1-6,79(79%) respondents are in level 7-11 while 08 (89%) respondents are in level 129-17.This implies that majority of the respondents are in level 7-11
Answering research question
Research Questions 1: Are there some education related factors that can significantly influence development at the grassroots level?
Table 1: percentage distribution of the responses on some education related factors that can significantly influence development at the grass root level?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	%
	A
	%
	D
	%
	SD
	%

	1.
	The local government provides adequate funding for public schools.
	50
	50
	30
	30
	10
	10
	10
	10

	2.
	The local government constructs and renovates school buildings regularly.
	60
	60
	20
	20
	10
	10
	10
	10

	3.
	Teachers' salaries are paid promptly by the local government.
	40
	40
	30
	30
	20
	20
	10
	10

	4.
	Learning materials are adequately supplied to schools by the local govt.
	40
	40
	30
	30
	10
	10
	20
	20

	5.
	Education policies at the local level are effectively implemented.
	55
	55
	30
	30
	10
	10
	5
	5


Source (field survey, 2025)
Table 1 above shows that 50 (50%) respondents strongly agreed that local government provides functional and qualitative education for the children at the grass root, 30 (30%) respondents agree, 10 (10%o) respondents disagreed while 10(10%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that local government provides functional and qualitative education for the grass root.
Research Questions 2: Does education acquired by people have influence on their development?
Table 2: percentage distribution of the respondents in influence of education acquired by people in their development?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	%
	A
	%
	D
	%
	SD
	%

	6.
	The local government organizes training for teachers.
	55
	55
	30
	30
	5
	5
	10
	10

	7.
	There is good supervision of educational programs in your area,
	60
	60
	30
	30
	5
	5
	10
	10

	8.
	Local government collaborates with communities to improve education.
	40
	40
	40
	40
	10
	10
	10
	10

	9.
	School infrastructure in your area has improved due to LG Intervention
	45
	45
	45
	45
	10
	10
	5
	5

	10.
	Local scholarships or educational support are provided to students.
	40
	40
	30
	30
	15
	15
	15
	15


Source (field survey, 2025)
Table 2 above shows that 55(55%) respondents strongly agreed that local government produces middle and high level manpower for economic development, 30 (30%) respondents agreed, 5 (5%) respondents strongly disagreed while 10 (10%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly agreed that local government produces middle and high level manpower for economic development.












CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary of Finding
In an attempt to ascertain whether no not local government is an instrument for promoting educational development, we opened the discussion by defining 'key' concepts. The concept defined were 'local government education' and development.
On getting our bearing through the accepted definitions we moved into the local government of study - Oyun local government; to see its history, structure and functions. Oyun Local Government Universal Basic education Authority (LGUBEA) was specially x-rayed to know the activities of the local government with regard to education. We soon realized that the task of providing effective and quality education, placed on local governments by the Nigerian constitution is being largely accomplished through the Local Government Universal Basic Education Authority (LGUBEA).
Finally, it was discovered that the development of education is the business of several stakeholders including religious organization, communities, individuals and all tiers of government. In order to fulfill the purpose of this work however the contributions of the chosen local government (Oyun) to the development of education in its area of jurisdiction were enumerated.
Recommendations
Consequent upon the observations on the field the following recommendations are proffered for consideration by relevant authorities:-
Monitoring vehicles should be provided for local schools supervisors to ensure adequate supervision of the teacher and pupils in the schools.
There should be redistribution of teachers to solve the problems of inadequate teaching staff in the rural communities. Investigation shows that there are excess teachers in schools located in towns while teacher are inadequate in rural schools
The Local Government Universal Basic education Authority (LGUBEA) should be provided with additional fund as running cost. to enable it purchase more teaching aids for schools.
The Local Government Universal basic Education Authority (LGUBEA) should be truly placed under the local government chairman. Although on paper, the Local Government Universal Basic Education Authority (LGUBEA) and particularly the education secretary, is said to be under the chairman, the reality is that he or she is more committed and indeed answerable, to the State Universal Basic Education Board (SUBEB).This scenario has caused a lot of conflict in Oyun local government.
Conclusion
When the Nigeria constitution was placing responsibility for primary education on local governments, it specifically stated that the state and federal governments must assist the local governments. It is therefore clear, that local government alone cannot do everything required to promote educational development in her locally. The local government requires assistance from other stakeholders. Nonetheless, we cannot but agree that local government in its area of jurisdiction. Its promotional impact is not limited to primary education alone because the success achieved at ensuring quality primary education has positive impact on higher levels of education.
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APPENDIX
POLITICAL SCIENCE/SOCIAL STUDIES
NIGERIAN CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION (NCE)
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
QUESTIONNAIRE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT AS AN INSTRUMENT FOR PROMOTING EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT A CASE STUDY OF OYUN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF KWARA STATE.
Dear Respondent,
This questionnaire is designed to seek information on the extent on Local Government As An Instrument For Promoting Educational Development A Case Study Of Oyun Local Government Area Of Kwara State. It is solely for research purpose and all information shall be treated with utmost confidentiality.
SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHICAL DATA OF RESPONDENTS
Name of School:……………………………………………………………..
1. Sex:	Male (   )		Female   (   )
This part should be filled by the Teachers:
2. Marital Status:   Single  (    )   Married (   )  Divorced  (   )
3. Highest Academic Qualifications:  NCE  (    ), B.A/B.Sc  (   ), M.A/M.Sc  (   )
4. Working experience 0 – 5 years (   ) 6 – 10 years  (   )  11 years and above (   )
SECTION B
Research Question One: What are the Local Government As An Instrument For Promoting Educational Development A Case Study Of Oyun Local Government Area Of Kwara State.

INSTRUCTION: please kindly tick (   ) where appropriate that agreed with your choice in relation to the questions.
Key:
SA	Strongly Agree
A	Agree
D	Disagree
SD	Strongly Disagree
Tables 1: Shows the relationship between the local government faces in promoting education?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	The local government provides adequate funding for public schools.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	The local government constructs and renovates school buildings regularly.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Teachers' salaries are paid promptly by the local government.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Learning materials are adequately supplied to schools by the local govt.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Education policies at the local level are effectively implemented.
	
	
	
	

	6.
	The local government organizes training for teachers.
	
	
	
	

	7.
	There is good supervision of educational programs in your area,
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Local government collaborates with communities to improve education.
	
	
	
	

	9.
	School infrastructure in your area has improved due to LG Intervention
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Local scholarships or educational support are provided to students.
	
	
	
	



