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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the effects of class size on the academic performance of pupils in public primary schools in Ilorin East Local Government Area (LGA), Kwara State. The study was motivated by the continuous rise in student enrollment and the persistent concern over declining academic standards. The primary objective was to determine if there is a significant relationship between class size and the academic performance of pupils. A descriptive survey research design was adopted. The population for the study comprised all primary school pupils and teachers in Ilorin East LGA. A sample of 200 pupils was selected from four different public primary schools, using a stratified random sampling technique to ensure representation from schools with both small and large class sizes. Data were collected using an achievement test and a structured questionnaire administered to both pupils and teachers to assess academic performance and gather opinions on classroom dynamics.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION 

Background to the Study 
The increase in people awareness as regards the desirability of education and inherent potentials in school as the most formidable and paramount agent inequality education for the proliferation of school and galloping number of school at all levels of Nigerian education system (Adeshina 2024). Prior to the era of self determination pulsation. Therefore parent and guardians were adamant and skeptical on sending their wards to attend Christian oriented (Fafunwa 2021). However, mass campaigns and job opportunity attached to EASTern education Yielded positive responses thereby resulting in its acceptability in all ramifications today education is a major industry that records a high patronage from all sundry.
Hence there is a continuous innovation being introduce in line with global expectation and technology advancements.
The giant steps of Nigerian government (both military and civilian) would remain indelible in the land of educational development in the country. The educational study as being revolutionaries and innovations injected in order to promote social-economic development in the society.
According the remarkable innovation in Nigeria education system is the introduce of Education system the school are compulsory and Ogunsaju (2018) reported that many school age children were lying follow in communities due to unavoidable fees and non-existence of school. According to policy of education resulted in the rejuvenation of Nigeria education system whereby secondary school was sited at four – five kilometers in the communities.
Today many communities could boast of secondary school either established by the community or government.
In most urban area in Nigeria, Private secondary school therefore the secondary school environment has increased from about 3.1 million in 1976 to 12 million in 2017 (Adeshina 2021). Bamigbola (2023) reported that secondary school enrolment in over twenty million and this is brought by the absence of a specific class size in the country.
The implication of enormous primary school is the contention for available of space. In post primary school (secondary) the student enrolment in secondary school has also increase enormously across the country. The post U.P.E era witnessed the activities involvement and participation of communication and private organization in the management of secondary education in Nigeria (2010-2021) in most cases communities reach record to establish fund and management of secondary school. Therefore the number of secondary school have also increased. 
Inspire of the number of secondary school across the state. The influx of people into the urban center in search of economic adventure, has increase the number of primary and secondary school student the high number of student in primary school led to the abolished shifting system in Nigerian educational system and some cities across the country (Lagos Kano) shifting was a popular phenomenon in secondary school in order to cater for the academic needs of the growing number of student. However the construction of more classrooms and establishment of more primary and secondary school across the country led to the cancellation of shifting system in Nigeria.
Although secondary school are strategically distributed in the sparsely populated (Balogun 2021). However the concentration of secondary school the urban centers (Ilorin) does not minimize class size in academic performance of public primary school pupils education.
Statement of the Problem
It is observe that primary schools in the Local Government are highly class size and the infrastructural facilities have become grossly inadequate to indiscipline behaviors among students and Ishola (200) explained that the academic tone of the school is grossly affected by the class size school
Therefore, the study attempted to verify the claims of the above cited findings. It is a common situation in most school in the study for thirty-five to forty-five students now accommodate over seventy (70) students at a time.

In this type of situation there is competition for ventilation movement and Anadyr disorder and crowdies usually pervade in the class.

Therefore. This study will influence of class size on the academic performance of student in secondary school. The researcher will now investigate the following;
1-  Effectiveness of teachers instructional strategies 
2- Student level of participation in lesson
3- Teachers ability to effectiveness monitor students progress
4- Students use of education facilities like libraries laboratories e.t.c.
Purpose of the Study
The class size situation in our secondary school posed serious threats to academic excellence and future development of this great nation therefore the study examined the influence of class size on academic performance of secondary school students education. It also suggested strategies to improve student performance in views of the existing class size.
Research Questions

1. Does school class size influence effectiveness teacher instructional strategies 
2. What influence does school class size have on students level of performance in the classroom?

3. Does the teachers able to monitor student academic progress in populated class

4. Is there educational facilities adequately enough for students in classroom size 
5. Does the instructional material advocate for teaching in the school.

Research Hypotheses 
1. There is no significance different between the male and female teacher perceived influence of class size in effectiveness of instructional strategies 
2. There is no significance difference between in junior and Senior student perceived influence of school classroom size on the level of students participation in the class.
3. There is no significant in male and female teacher perceived influence on classroom size on monitoring students progress 
4. There is no significant different in on classroom size on use of education facilities 
5. There is no significant different in head teacher and teacher perceived influence on classroom size on student progress.

Significant of the Study
A study on the influence of classroom size on academic performance of public secondary school student is important at this period when stock is being taken in the findings would provide useful information to all stake-holders in education (school parent, teacher, students, government agencies e.t.c.) The fang would expose the school head teacher to vigor being experience by teachers in the professional duties
The findings would serves as information upon which the school management could taken decisive steps towards promoting the academic tone of the school.

The findings would provide useful hints that would assist the relevant department of ministry of education to take urgent steps on classroom size.
Also teachers would use the findings to devise more appropriate approaches capable or meetings the need of the student. The finding would enlighten the parent on the need for co-operative efforts toward alleviating the accommodation problems of the school.
Finally the finding would serve as term of reference for future reference 

Delimitation or Scope of the Study
The study covered ten secondary schools in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State and it focused on the influence on classroom size on academic performance of secondary school student 
Definition of terms

Class Size: - is the average number of student per class calculated by diving the number of student enrolled by the number of class in order to ensure comparability between counties special needs programe
Secondary School:- is an education institution where he know as stage of the three schooling period, know as secondary school education and usually compulsory lip to a specified age takes place. It follows elementary or primary education and is something’s followed by university education
Instructional Strategies:- are device of techniques employed by  the teacher to enhance effective teaching and learning process 

Education Facilities:- Are infrastructure designed to promote effective learning.   
CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This chapter reviewed of related literature to the study, the study was reviewed under the following heading

Classroom size trend

Infrastructure facilities in the schools

Classroom size and De-boarding system 

Shifting system in school

Appraisal of the review literature 

Classroom Size Trend
Class size refers to the number of student given course or classroom, specifically either the number of students being taught by individual teachers in a course or classroom the average number of students being taught by teachers in a school, district or education system.
The term may also extend to the number of students participating in learning experience that may not take place in a traditional classroom setting or it may also refers to the total number of students in a particular grade usage level or class in a school (although this usage is less common in public education).
It should be noted that schools districts and state and federal education agencies commonly track and report average class size. 

In recent decades a variety of reform efforts have been focused on decreasing class size or the average class size in an education system as a strategy for improving school and student performance. After research studies found that an student learning and academic achievement many initiatives both at the level of state and federal policy and in individual school and districts sought lower student teachers have fever students they can devote more time and attention to each student including  more time diagnosing specific learning needs critiquing work products and giving students one on one instruction.

Infrastructure Facility In The School
According to Ogunsola (2021) by the Nud (2023) the classroom beaches and desks were no longer adequate accommodate the secondary school students. Durotaye (2019) reported that the school situation was appealing and un-conducine to promote effective learning 
According to the report a substantial number of the students sit on the flour or aging in foe window without any desk or table to write on writing on the plight of students on over crouded classroom, Oyinda (2023) Explaine that an overage of six to seven student sit on the bench originally designed for the three peoples. He stressed that student could not loell because of poor seating arraignment which characterized must public schools in Nigeria cities and towns.
According to Onawole (2021) the experience of students in over crowed classrooms is guising and students attention span is affected because of the inadequate in seats. According to him most of the students in Junior class engage in anti social acts such as fighting and quarrel some tendencies thereby exposing teachers and handless to psychological strain. 
Ifabiyi (2024) report that there is a close relationship between inadequate seat in the classroom and attention of the students in the classroom. Also commenting on the teacher effectiveness of over populated classes.
Bello (2021) said that the teacher face hard time in ensuring that the student work is adequately checked. He opinion that such teachers expend much energy to ensure compliance with instructional strategies hence some categories of students need, academic and psychological are usually neglected. The role of libraries, laboratories (Science, home economic) e.t.c. cannot be over emphasized in the promotion effective learning in school. However, increase of student environment makes their facilities grossly inadequate and purpose of its establishment defeated 

According to Adewuyi, (2019) the number of students is greater that the space provided in the science laboratories have exposures of students to practice is reduced exposures of students to practice is reduced in other to cater for all needed of the students.
Classroom and De-boarding System

The educational sector benefited maximally the oil boom. Hence all secondary schools operated boarding system Tolani (2024), Explain that the students were adequate tutored and monitored by Government to run boarding system. This indicate that student poor academic performance is related to a change in educational policy that depriver students on example opportunity to internalized the school rule and regulation and also acquire necessary experience (Owodola (2019) also writing on the boarding system in education Ojo (2024) reported that students involvement in vice indiscipline behaviors are on the increase. They explain that school how experience indiscipline behavior ranging from truancy delinquency late coming smoking drunkenness, thuggery e.t.c.
Akanbi (203) also traced the high rate of school drop out to de-boarding system in Nigeria education which exposes school children unnecessarily to distracting environment. 
Sifting System in School

State government employed shifting system in school in cities and town as a panacea to congested class (Olarewaju S. 2019). According to him the school routine is organized to accommodate two sessions i.e morning and afternoon. Kolawole (2022) report that school in the morning session open and close by 8:00pm and 12:45pm respectively Afternoon session commence by 1:00pm and ends by 5:45pm writing of effects of shifting system Yusuf (2016) explained that learning become difficult in the afternoon session most especially during the dry session.
Appraisal of Reviewed Literature
The introduction of Nigeria policy of education increased the secondary school enrolment and resulting to additional expenditure for the government several studies shows that the increase secondary schools environment resulting inadequate in education services changes in government policies and programmes that have significance effects on the educational and socio economic development of the country. They explain that school now experience indiscipline behaviors ranging from truancy delinquency late coming smoking drunkenness thuggery e.t.c.
Akanbi (2021) also traced the high rate of school dropout to de-boarding system in Nigera educational which exposes school children unnecessarily to distracting environment. Owoseni (2020) reported that most of the library facility in secondary school are now inadequate to meet academic yearning and aspiration of the student.
According to him the libraries were designed to accommodate certain number of student however the increase  in student environment renders the facility inadequate. Oguntayo (2020) explain that libraries services in most secondary school are now epileptic because the school could not meet the head of learners in terms of adequate in space reading culture of Nigeria student.
He said that most Nigeria student have abandoned reading for other nefarious and anti-social activities such as watching of pornographic materials cultism e.t.c.
CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
This chapter deals with procedure and method by which the research study is carried out. And the arrangement is as follow:

Research Design

Population 

Sample and simple Techniques

Instrument of the Study

Validity of the Instrument 

Reliability of the Instrument 

Administration of the Instrument

Data Analysis 

Research Design 
This research is a survey type using questionnaire techniques this study is concerned with the influence of the use of computer on the administrative of Principal in secondary schools in Ilorin ,metropolis. Hence the survey questionnaire techniques were used for items.

Population 

The target population for this study was all secondary school principals in Ilorin metropolis 

Sample and Sampling Techniques 

The actual number of the secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis cannot be ascertained because they spring up every now and then.

Therefore, the sample of this study consisted of fifty (50) secondary school sample, one hundred respondents, which include the principals and their vice-administration, were purposively selected to participate in the study. This means that a principal and his vice administration from each school are selected.

The vice principals administration is included in the study was a question-tilled influence of computer on the administration effectiveness of principals in secondary school (ICAEPQ). It is divided into two set section (A&B) section A consist of bio data of the respondent such as gender, school location, school types experience etc.

Section B consists of question items and responses, which give information about the influence of computer on the administrative effectiveness of computer of principals.

The response contained only two options NO- (N) YES (Y) each responded was to choose either of the two depending on his/her option.
Validity of the Instrument 

The questionnaire used for data collection was scrutinized and vetted for content validity by two expert and supervisor was used to make the formal draft of the instrument

Reliability of the Instrument

The reliability co-efficient of 0.65 was established for the Instrument using the split-half method to do this twenty (2) representative sample of school principals responded to the instrument. The scores from even and odd serial number were correlated using person product moment 

Correlation co-efficient the result yielded 0.65, which was high score for reliability.

Administration of the Instrument
The instrument (the questionnaire) was personally administered by the research to elicit information.

The respondents were allowed to take their questionnaire home and administered at their own ease. A total of one hundred (100) valid response were received and analyzed.

Data Analysis 

The data collected was analyzed using frequency count for personal data and t-test analyzed was to test the formulate hypothesis.

CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This chapter deals with collation, analysis and interpretation of data collected through the use of questionnaire prepared by the researcher.

Results

Simple percentage was used to describe the personal characteristics of respondent.

Table 1: Sex Distribution 
	sex
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	42
	42.0

	Female
	58
	58.0

	Total
	100
	100.0


Table 1 above shows that of 100 respondents (principals and Vice-principals Administrative), 42 (42%) were male while the rest (58%) were female.

	School location 
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Rural
	46
	46.0

	Urban
	54
	54.0

	Total
	100
	100.0


Table 2 above shows that out of 100 respondent (principals and vice principals administration) 46 (46%) were in Rural schools while the 54 (45%) were in Urban schools.

Tables 3: School Types 
	School Types
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Private 
	32
	32.0

	Public 
	68
	68.0

	Total
	100
	100.0


Table 3 above shows that out of 100 respondents 32(32%) were3 in private schools while 68 (68%) were in public schools
Table 4: Principals Working Experiences 
	Principals Working Experiences
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Experienced
	40
	40.0

	Less Experienced
	60
	60.0

	Total
	100
	100.0


Table 4 above show that out of 100 respondents principal and vice principal administration). 40(40%) were experienced while 60 (60%) were less experienced.
Hypotheses Testing 

For hypothesis formulated were tested with the use of independent test, at level of significance 0.05.

H01: There is no significant different between male and female principals on the influence of the use of computer for administrative effectiveness.
Table 5: T-Test Analysis showing Difference Male and Female Principals on the Influence of the use of Computer for Administrative Effectiveness.

	Variable 
	No 
	Mean 
	Standard
	Dr
	Cal t-value
	Critical t-value 

	Male principal
	42
	55.57
	14.20
	98
	3.34
	1.980

	Female principal
	58
	47.17
	10.98
	
	
	


Table 5 shows that the calculated t-value is 3.34 while the critical t-value is 1.980 with 98 degree of freedom and at 0.05 level of significance. Since the calculated t-value is more than the critical t-value, hypothesis 1 is rejected and the alternative hypothesis is accepted that states that ‘there is a significant different between male and female principals on the influence of the use of computer for administrative effectiveness. This difference is in favour of male principal with mean value of 55.57 greater than the value of 47.17 of female principals.
HO2: There is no significant difference between urban and rural school principal on the influence of the use of computer for administrative effectiveness.

Table 6: T-Test Analysis showing Difference Urban and Rural Principals on the Influence of the use of Computer for Administrative Effectiveness.

	Variable 
	No 
	Mean 
	Standard
	Dr
	Cal t-value
	Critical t-value 

	Rural
	46
	51.54
	13.89
	98
	0.503
	1.980

	Urban
	54
	50.09
	12.37
	
	
	


Table 6 shows that the calculated t-value is 3.34 while the critical t-value is 1.980 with 98 degree of freedom. Since the calculate t-value is less than the critical t-value, hence, hypothesis 2 is accepted which means that there is no significant difference between urban and rural school principals on the computer for administrative effectiveness.

HO3: There is no significant difference between the principals form private school and those from public schools on the influence of the use of computer for administrative effectiveness.
Table 7: T-Test Analysis showing Difference the principals form private school and those from public schools on the Influence of the use of Computer for Administrative Effectiveness.

	Variable 
	No 
	Mean 
	Standard
	Df
	Cal t-value
	Critical t-value 

	Private 
	32
	55.91
	14.27
	98
	2.837
	1.980

	Public 
	68
	48.25
	11.75
	
	
	


P<0.05
Table 7 shows that the calculated t-value is 2.834 while the critical t-value is 1.980 with 98 degree of freedom. Since the calculate t-value is greater than the critical t-value, hence, hypothesis 2 is accepted that there is no significant difference between Private and public schools on the influence of the use of computer for administrative effectiveness.

This difference is in favor of principals from private school with mean value of 55.91 greater than the mean value of 48.25 of principals from public school.

HO4: There is no significant difference between the experienced and less experienced principals on the influence of the use of computer for administrative effectiveness.

Table 8: T-Test Analysis showing Difference the experience and less experienced on the Influence of the use of Computer for Administrative Effectiveness.
	Variable 
	No 
	Mean 
	Standard
	Df
	Cal t-value
	Critical t-value 

	Experienced  
	32
	55.91
	14.27
	98
	2.837
	1.980

	Less experience
	68
	48.25
	11.75
	
	
	


Table 5 shows that the calculated t-value is 3.34 while the critical t-value is 1.980 with 98 degree of freedom and at 0.05 level of significance. Since the calculated t-value is less than the critical t-value, hypothesis 4 is rejected and the alternative hypothesis is accepted that states that ‘there is a significant different between experienced and less experience on the influence of the use of computer for administrative effectiveness.
Discussion 

Based on the hypothesis analyzed, the following findings are obtained:

1. There is no significant different between male and female principals on the influence of the use of computer for administrative effectiveness.
2. There is no significant difference between urban and rural school principal on the influence of the use of computer for administrative effectiveness.

3. There is no significant difference between the principals form private school and those from public schools on the influence of the use of computer for administrative effectiveness.

4. There is no significant difference between the experienced and less experienced principals on the influence of the use of computer for administrative effectiveness.

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary

 The study investigate the influence of computer on the administrative effectiveness of principles in secondary schools which Ilorin metropolis. Data were collected from 100 randomly selected school principal and vice-principal administrative effectiveness of principal’s questionnaire. Data collected were analyzed using frequency count, percentage and t-test. The computer for administrative effectiveness on the basic of school location and principal’s working experience. But significant difference was realized with bases of sex and school type.
Conclusion 

Based on the result obtained in this research study, researcher concluded that administrative defects, poor quality decision and poor performance of some school principals in their day to day administrative duties corrected with poor recording system and deployment in processing etc can be improved are pares ways for meaningful national development of the necessary facilities such as complete computer systems, computer laboratories, qualifies computer operators and facilitators and employed etc.
The research also opined that the problems of poor performance of some school principals in the administrative duties connected with poor communication system will no longer exist, if all these suggestions and advice can be put into practice i.e government should be given to all school principals at avoidable prices and computer training/ classes should be organized for the school heads.
Implication of the study

The study is importantly to the principals, vice principals, the school, the students, community and even the government when there is poor administration in the school setting, there won’t be effective teaching and learning in the school and hence the negative affects lies on the community.
Recommendations
i. There should be provision of well-equipped laboratories (with computer sets)

ii. Effort should be made by government to provide computers to all school principals.

iii. Efforts should be made by school P.T.A to provide computer to their schools

iv. Philanthropies should be encourage to donate computer to schools 

v. Refresher course on computer education should be organized for teachers

vi. Computer studies should be fully introduce into the national curriculum

vii. Tertiary institution should organized part-time executive computer course of school principals
viii. Information and communication technology (ICT) computers should be encourage to develop software (programmes) for school administration

Limitation of the Study
This study could provide sound background information for other investigation are since the study covered  only secondary schools within Ilorin metropolis.

The study would have concerned a wider area but due to time and financial constrained, it is limited to Ilorin metropolis. It is  the believed the researcher that the result of the findings would sew valid generation.
Suggestion for further studies 

   This study could provide sound background information for other investigation who may be interested in related research study.
Further investigation may extend the scope of their study to cover a larger are since the study covered only secondary schools with Ilorin metropolis.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN 

TOPIC: INFLUENCE OF COMPUTER ON THE ADMISTRATION 

EFFECTIVENESS OF PRINCIPALS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS (ICAEPQ)

Dear Sir/Madam,


This questionnaire is designed to elicit information on the influence of computer on the administration effectiveness of principals in secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis. It is purely for research purpose please responds honestly to do all the items in the questionnaire.

SECTION A: PERSONAL DATA

Please read carefully and response to the following items by ticking (√) in the space provided where applicable.

1. Name of School:……………………………………………………………

2. Sex: Male
(
) 

Female (
)

3. School Location: Urban (
) Rural(
)

4. School Type: Private (       ) Public(
)

5. Status: Vice Principal (
      ) 
Principal (
    )

6. Years of Experienced: 0-10years (     ) 10 years and above (     )

7. Computer literacy statues: Literate (      ) Illiterate (      )
SAECTION B 
Please respond to the following by ticking (     ) the response that appears to you correctly.

	S/N
	Descriptions of Question Items
	Yes

(Y)
	No

(N)

	1
	I have computer in my office 
	
	

	2
	I am a computer literate 
	
	

	3
	Computer helps me a lot in discharging my administration responsibilities
	
	

	4
	Computer reduce cost of time in administrative 
	
	

	5
	Computer reduce much due processes in administrative
	
	

	6
	Computer saves money
	
	

	7
	Computer saves administrative
	
	

	8
	Computer promotes administrative effectiveness of school principals
	
	

	9
	Computer keeps proper and large records or life of school
	
	

	10
	Computer provides sense of responsibility and accessibility of staff in school administration.
	
	


i

