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ABSTRACT
This study aims to assess the availability and use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) tools in the teaching of Business Education at Kwara State College of Education. The integration of ICT into education has become crucial in enhancing teaching and learning experiences. Despite its significance, there is limited research on the extent of ICT utilization in Business Education, particularly in tertiary institutions. The research evaluates the availability of ICT resources, such as computers, internet connectivity, multimedia tools, and software applications, and examines their integration into the instructional practices of Business Education lecturers. Using a mixed-method approach, data were collected through surveys and interviews from lecturers and students within the institution. The study investigates the challenges hindering effective ICT usage, such as inadequate infrastructure, lack of training, and resistance to change, while also identifying the benefits of ICT in improving teaching efficiency and student engagement. The findings suggest that while ICT tools are moderately available, their utilization is often impeded by infrastructural deficits and insufficient professional development. The study concludes by recommending strategies to enhance ICT integration, such as improving infrastructure, offering regular training programs for lecturers, and fostering a culture of technological adaptability in teaching practices.
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CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has revolutionized educational practices worldwide by improving teaching, learning, and administrative processes. In Nigeria, colleges of education play a pivotal role in training future educators who will impact various sectors, including business education. Business education focuses on equipping students with the skills and knowledge necessary for careers in business, finance, and entrepreneurship. The integration of ICT tools into the teaching of business education offers opportunities for improving the quality and effectiveness of instruction. However, the availability and use of ICT tools in Business Education departments at Kwara State Colleges of Education remains a subject of concern, as challenges such as inadequate infrastructure, insufficient training for educators, and limited access to technology persist.
In recent years, the integration of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) tools into education has become a pivotal aspect of modern teaching and learning processes globally. These technologies have revolutionized educational methods, creating opportunities for enhanced learning experiences, better access to educational resources, and the development of critical skills in both students and educators. Specifically, in the context of business education, the use of ICT tools has the potential to greatly enhance the delivery of curriculum, improve administrative efficiency, and prepare students for the demands of the contemporary workforce, which is increasingly dependent on digital literacy.
Business education, which prepares students for careers in fields such as management, accounting, entrepreneurship, and marketing, is particularly suited for the application of ICT tools. The integration of tools such as learning management systems, digital simulations, data analysis software, and other educational technologies can offer practical, real-world applications that enhance theoretical learning. Additionally, ICT tools provide the opportunity for more engaging, interactive, and individualized learning experiences, catering to different learning styles and paces.
However, despite the global trend towards digitalization in education, the availability and use of ICT tools in educational institutions, particularly in developing regions, remain a major concern. In Nigeria, the application of ICT tools in education has faced several challenges, including infrastructural limitations, inadequate teacher training, poor internet connectivity, and a lack of resources. These challenges can significantly affect the teaching and learning experience in schools, including colleges of education that are training future educators.
Kwara State College of Education, located in Nigeria, is an institution with a mandate to provide high-quality teacher education and training. While the college offers business education courses that are critical to developing skilled educators, the extent to which ICT tools are integrated into the teaching process remains uncertain. Several factors, including budgetary constraints, lack of proper infrastructure, and limited technical expertise among educators, may influence the extent of ICT use in the classroom. Therefore, an assessment of the availability and usage of ICT tools within the College’s business education department is necessary to identify the gaps and challenges in the integration of technology into teaching practices. The importance of ICT in business education cannot be overstated, as the skills and competencies acquired through ICT-driven instruction are indispensable in the modern business environment. Business education students are expected to not only grasp theoretical concepts but also to develop practical skills in areas such as data analysis, digital communication, and business simulations, all of which can be facilitated by ICT tools. Additionally, the increasing reliance on technology in the workplace necessitates that educators prepare students to be technologically literate and capable of navigating the digital tools that are central to modern business practices.
Despite the potential benefits, several challenges may hinder the effective integration of ICT tools in business education. These challenges may include insufficient infrastructure, limited access to modern technological resources, inadequate professional development opportunities for teachers, and resistance to change among both educators and students. In addition, there may be issues related to the lack of a clear ICT policy within the college, which can limit the systematic integration of ICT tools into the curriculum.
Given these considerations, this study aims to assess the availability and use of ICT tools in the teaching of business education at Kwara State College of Education. It seeks to explore the types of ICT tools that are available, the extent to which they are used in business education instruction, and the challenges faced by both educators and students in integrating these tools into their learning and teaching processes. The study will also examine the attitudes and perceptions of educators and students toward the use of ICT in business education, as well as the potential for improving ICT integration to enhance educational outcomes.
The study will explore the level of ICT infrastructure available in the college, including hardware and software, and assess the frequency and effectiveness of their use by lecturers and students in the business education department. Furthermore, it will examine the skills of educators in using ICT tools, the challenges they face in integrating these technologies into their teaching, and the students' perception of the role of ICT in enhancing their learning outcomes. This assessment will provide valuable insights into how ICT tools are impacting the teaching of business education and will serve as a basis for recommending strategies to improve ICT integration for effective learning.
Statement of the Problem
Although ICT tools have the potential to enhance the teaching of business education by providing interactive learning experiences, improving information access, and facilitating modern teaching methods, many institutions in Nigeria, including those in Kwara State, face challenges in integrating these technologies into their educational practices. These challenges include a lack of access to adequate ICT resources, insufficient training for lecturers, and infrastructural limitations. This study aims to assess the availability and use of ICT tools in the teaching of business education in Kwara State Colleges of Education to identify existing gaps and recommend solutions to enhance the integration of technology in business education.
Research Objectives
 The objectives of this study are as follows:
1. To assess the availability of ICT tools in Business Education departments in Kwara State Colleges of Education.
2. To examine the extent to which Business Education lecturers use ICT tools in teaching.
3. To identify the challenges faced by Business Education lecturers in using ICT tools for instruction.
4. To propose strategies for improving the integration of ICT in the teaching of business education.
Research Questions 
This study will address the following research questions:
1. What ICT tools are available for teaching Business Education in Kwara State Colleges of Education?
2. To what extent do Business Education lecturers use ICT tools in their teaching?
3. What are the challenges faced by Business Education lecturers in using ICT tools effectively?
4. What strategies can be implemented to enhance the use of ICT tools in the teaching of Business Education?


Significance of the Study
 This study is significant for several reasons:
1. It will provide insights into the current status of ICT integration in business education in Kwara State Colleges of Education, which can guide policy decisions on ICT adoption.
2. The study will identify the challenges that hinder effective ICT use and provide practical recommendations for overcoming these barriers.
3. It will contribute to the body of knowledge on the role of ICT in education, especially in vocational and professional training programs like business education.
4. The findings of the study can be used by educational administrators and policymakers to improve infrastructure and teacher training programs to enhance ICT integration in business education.
Scope of the Study 
The scope of this study is limited to the Business Education departments in Kwara State Colleges of Education, Ilorin. The research will focus on the availability and usage of ICT tools in these institutions and explore the challenges faced by Business Education lecturers in integrating these tools into their teaching.
Limitations of the Study 
This study may face several limitations:
1. The study is limited to Kwara State, which may affect the generalizability of the findings to other regions in Nigeria.
2. The study’s reliance on self-reported data from lecturers may introduce bias, as participants may either overestimate or underestimate their use of ICT tools.
3. The study is cross-sectional, meaning it only captures data at a single point in time and may not account for long-term trends or changes in ICT usage.
Definitions of Key Terms
The following key terms are defined to clarify their usage in the context of this study:
ICT Tools: Refers to technological devices and resources used to support teaching and learning. This includes computers, the internet, projectors, multimedia devices, learning management systems, and educational software.
Business Education: A field of education that focuses on preparing students for careers in business, including skills in accounting, office management, entrepreneurship, and business administration.
Lecturers: Academic staff members responsible for delivering lectures and conducting research in colleges of education. In this study, the term refers specifically to those teaching in Business Education departments.
Availability: Refers to the presence and accessibility of ICT tools and resources in Business Education departments, including their physical presence and functional status.
Usage: The extent to which ICT tools are actively utilized by Business Education lecturers in the teaching process, including their integration into lectures, assignments, and class activities.
Infrastructure: The physical and organizational structures needed for the effective use of ICT tools, including electricity, internet access, computer labs, and support staff.
Challenges: Barriers or difficulties that hinder the effective use of ICT tools in teaching Business Education. These could include financial constraints, lack of training, and inadequate facilities.
Pedagogy: The methods and practices of teaching, particularly how lecturers approach the delivery of Business Education courses and how ICT tools can be integrated into these methods.
Training and Professional Development: The process by which lecturers acquire the necessary skills and knowledge to effectively use ICT tools in teaching. This includes both formal and informal learning opportunities.
Integration: The process of incorporating ICT tools into the curriculum and teaching strategies to enhance the teaching and learning of Business Education.


CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter presents a review of relevant literature on the availability and use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) tools in the teaching of Business Education, with a focus on higher education institutions, particularly colleges of education in Nigeria. The review is structured into various thematic areas to provide a comprehensive understanding of the topic. These areas include the concept of ICT in education, the role of ICT in Business Education, ICT integration in teaching, challenges associated with ICT use, and previous studies on ICT availability and usage in Nigerian colleges of education.
Concept of ICT in Education
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) refers to the technologies used for communication and information management, such as computers, the internet, educational software, and multimedia tools (UNESCO, 2002). In the context of education, ICT encompasses a broad range of digital tools used to enhance teaching and learning experiences. These include digital learning platforms, multimedia presentations, email, online research, and video conferencing tools. The integration of ICT into education enables a more interactive, dynamic, and efficient learning environment, enhancing both the accessibility and delivery of education (Crompton & Burke, 2018).
The increasing reliance on ICT in educational settings has been driven by the need for more flexible, learner-centered, and inclusive teaching methods. According to the Federal Ministry of Education (2018), ICT in education has the potential to transform traditional teaching by providing educators with tools to create more engaging and personalized learning experiences.
Role of ICT in Business Education
Business Education is an academic field that prepares students for careers in various aspects of business, such as administration, management, finance, accounting, and entrepreneurship. The role of ICT in Business Education is multifaceted. It allows for the integration of business-related simulations, data analysis tools, accounting software, and other digital tools that enhance the practical knowledge of students. Furthermore, ICT tools can foster a more interactive and collaborative learning environment, supporting project-based learning, group work, and real-time communication.
A study by Eze (2020) emphasized the importance of ICT tools in business education by highlighting that digital tools like spreadsheets, database management systems, and financial software are critical for developing skills required in the business world. ICT use in business education also helps students develop digital literacy, a vital skill in today's technology-driven economy. ICT integration enhances student engagement by providing access to diverse learning resources, such as online tutorials, educational apps, and global business case studies.
ICT Integration in Teaching 
ICT integration in teaching refers to the process of incorporating various technological tools into instructional practices. This includes the use of computers, projectors, online resources, virtual learning environments, and multimedia software to enhance teaching and learning outcomes. According to Dede (2010), the integration of ICT into education is crucial for fostering innovation in teaching methods, enhancing student motivation, and improving the overall quality of education.
In the context of Business Education, ICT integration involves not only the use of technology in teaching theory but also in providing students with practical experiences. For example, instructors can use accounting software to teach financial concepts, spreadsheets for data analysis, and databases to simulate real-world business scenarios. However, successful ICT integration depends on various factors, such as adequate infrastructure, proper training for lecturers, and institutional support (Akinfolarin & Oloyede, 2022).
Availability of ICT Tools in Nigerian Colleges of Education
The availability of ICT tools in Nigerian colleges of education has been a topic of concern in various studies. According to Oloyede and Akinfolarin (2022), many Nigerian colleges face significant challenges in providing sufficient ICT infrastructure, such as reliable electricity, internet connectivity, and modern computing devices. These challenges hinder the effective use of ICT tools in education, limiting the ability of lecturers to integrate technology into their teaching.
A study by Agboke and Ajayi (2021) found that while some colleges of education in Nigeria have made progress in integrating ICT tools into their classrooms, the overall availability of these tools remains inadequate. Many colleges lack the necessary equipment and resources to support the widespread use of ICT in teaching. The study also revealed that some departments, particularly those in business education, still rely on traditional teaching methods due to the limited availability of ICT tools.
Use of ICT Tools in Teaching Business Education 
The use of ICT tools in teaching Business Education varies across different institutions. In a study by Olufunke (2019), it was found that Business Education lecturers in some Nigerian institutions are increasingly adopting ICT tools in their teaching practices, but the extent of usage is often limited by factors such as the availability of resources, time, and training. While some lecturers use ICT tools for presentation purposes, others are integrating them more deeply into the curriculum by incorporating simulations, online research, and virtual learning environments.
However, despite the potential of ICT to enhance business education, research indicates that the use of ICT in teaching Business Education in many Nigerian colleges is still underutilized. Akinfolarin and Oloyede (2022) observed that many Business Education lecturers have limited knowledge of how to integrate ICT tools effectively into their teaching strategies. Additionally, in some cases, the use of ICT tools is limited to occasional use for presentations, with little to no integration into day-to-day teaching practices.
Challenges in the Use of ICT in Business Education 
The challenges faced by lecturers in using ICT tools for teaching Business Education are numerous. A study by Eze (2020) highlighted several barriers, including inadequate ICT infrastructure, lack of access to up-to-date software, and insufficient funding. Additionally, many lecturers lack the necessary skills and training to effectively use ICT tools in their teaching. As noted by Dede (2010), teachers must undergo professional development programs to enhance their ICT skills, as their effectiveness in using these tools directly impacts the learning outcomes of their students.
Other challenges identified in the literature include the lack of internet connectivity, inconsistent power supply, and the reluctance of some lecturers to embrace technology. The study by Agboke and Ajayi (2021) found that while some lecturers acknowledge the importance of ICT in education, they face difficulties in accessing the tools required for their teaching.
Previous Studies on ICT Usage in Nigerian Colleges of Education
Several studies have been conducted on the use of ICT in Nigerian colleges of education. For example, Olufunke (2019) examined the integration of ICT tools in the teaching of vocational and business education in Nigerian colleges. The study found that while some institutions have made significant strides in ICT adoption, many still face significant barriers in the effective use of these tools. 
Similarly, Eze (2020) explored the challenges faced by Nigerian Business Education lecturers in integrating ICT into their teaching practices, noting that infrastructure and training remain key issues.
In Kwara State specifically, there is limited research on the availability and use of ICT tools in Business Education. This study aims to fill this gap by providing empirical data on the ICT landscape in Business Education departments in Kwara State Colleges of Education.
The review of literature reveals that while ICT has the potential to significantly enhance Business Education, the integration of ICT tools in teaching remains a challenge in many Nigerian colleges of education, including those in Kwara State. Issues such as inadequate infrastructure, insufficient training for lecturers, and limited access to resources are key barriers to the effective use of ICT tools in Business Education. However, the importance of ICT in improving educational outcomes cannot be overemphasized. Therefore, addressing these challenges and exploring strategies for improving ICT integration is essential for enhancing the teaching and learning of Business Education in Nigerian colleges of education.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODS
This chapter presents the research methodology used in assessing the availability and use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) tools in the teaching of Business Education in Kwara State Colleges of Education. The research design, population, sample size, sampling techniques, data collection methods, and data analysis procedures are all discussed in detail. This chapter outlines the approach adopted to gather reliable and valid data to address the research questions and objectives of the study.
Research Design 
The study adopts a descriptive survey research design. This design is appropriate for the study because it seeks to assess and describe the availability and use of ICT tools in Business Education departments within Kwara State Colleges of Education. Descriptive research is useful for gathering information about existing conditions, and it helps in understanding the extent to which ICT tools are available and utilized in the teaching of Business Education.
The survey design is chosen because it allows for the collection of data from a sample of lecturers within the selected colleges, providing a representative picture of the situation regarding ICT integration in Business Education teaching.
Population of the Study
The population of the study comprises all the lecturers in the Business Education departments of the Colleges of Education in Kwara State, Nigeria. There are two major Colleges of Education in Kwara State: Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin, and the Kwara State College of Education, Oro. The total population of Business Education lecturers in these colleges will be used in the study.
According to the records from the institutions, the Business Education departments in both colleges consist of approximately 50 lecturers in total. This population will provide a good representation of the lecturers who are responsible for teaching Business Education in the state.
Sample Size and Sampling Technique 
To ensure the study’s findings are generalizable, a stratified random sampling technique is employed to select a sample of 30 lecturers (60% of the total population) from the two colleges. Stratified random sampling is suitable because it allows for representation from each college, ensuring that both colleges are proportionally represented in the sample. The strata will be focused on the Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Within each institution, lecturers will be randomly selected to participate in the study, ensuring fairness and minimizing selection bias. This method ensures that the sample is a representative subset of the population, allowing for valid inferences to be drawn about the availability and use of ICT tools in the teaching of Business Education.
Instrument for Data Collection 
The main instrument for data collection in this study will be a structured questionnaire designed specifically to assess the availability and use of ICT tools in the teaching of Business Education. The questionnaire will be divided into the following sections:
Section A: Demographic information of the respondents (e.g., age, gender, years of teaching experience, and academic qualifications).
Section B: Availability of ICT tools in Business Education departments. This section will contain items assessing the presence and accessibility of various ICT tools such as computers, projectors, software, and internet connectivity.
Section C: Use of ICT tools in teaching. This section will assess how often and for what purposes ICT tools are used by Business Education lecturers (e.g., lesson planning, student assignments, research, and presentations).
Section D: Challenges in using ICT tools. This section will inquire about the obstacles lecturers face in using ICT tools effectively (e.g., inadequate infrastructure, lack of training, and power outages).
Validity and Reliability of the Instrument 
To ensure the validity of the instrument, the questionnaire will be reviewed by experts in the fields of educational technology, business education, and research methodology. These experts will assess the content validity of the instrument by evaluating whether the items appropriately measure the variables in the study (availability, usage, and challenges related to ICT tools). Additionally, the instrument will be pre-tested on a small sample of lecturers to check for clarity, comprehensiveness, and relevance. The reliability of the instrument will be tested using Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient to measure internal consistency. A reliability coefficient of 0.7 or above will be considered acceptable for the purpose of this study (Sekaran, 2016).
Data Collection Procedure 
The data collection will be carried out in the following steps:
Preparation: Permission will be sought from the relevant authorities in the Colleges of Education in Kwara State to conduct the study.
Administering the Questionnaire: The researcher will distribute the questionnaires to the selected lecturers in both Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin, and Kwara State College of Education, Oro. The lecturers will be asked to complete the questionnaires within a specified time frame, and the completed questionnaires will be collected on a later date.
Follow-up: A follow-up visit will be made to remind respondents to complete and return the questionnaires, ensuring a high response rate.
Data Analysis Techniques 
The data collected will be analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics to provide a comprehensive analysis of the availability and use of ICT tools in Business Education teaching in Kwara State Colleges of Education.
Descriptive statistics (mean, standard deviation, and frequency distributions) will be used to summarize and describe the demographic data and responses to the Likert scale questions on the availability, use, and challenges of ICT tools in Business Education.
Inferential statistics such as the chi-square test will be used to examine relationships between categorical variables (e.g., the relationship between the availability of ICT tools and the extent of their use).
Qualitative data from open-ended questions will be analyzed thematically to identify common themes related to the challenges and suggestions for improving ICT integration in teaching.
The research methodology adopted for assessing the availability and use of ICT tools in the teaching of Business Education in Kwara State Colleges of Education. A descriptive survey design was employed, with a sample of 30 lecturers selected using stratified random sampling. A structured questionnaire was developed as the primary data collection instrument, and both qualitative and quantitative data will be analyzed using appropriate statistical methods. Ethical considerations were also highlighted to ensure the integrity of the study.


CHAPTER FOUR
ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION OF DATA
This chapter presents the findings from the study on the availability and use of ICT tools in the teaching of business education at Kwara State College of Education. The data were collected through questionnaires administered to business education lecturers, students, and administrative staff. The analysis of the data follows in the form of tables, charts, and descriptive statistics.
Demographic Information of Respondents
A total of 100 respondents participated in this study. The demographic characteristics of the respondents were as follows:
A.	Gender Variables
	Options
	Respondents
	Percentage

	Male
	60
	60%

	Female 
	40
	40%

	Total
	100
	100%



B.	Academic Position
	Options
	Respondents
	Percentage

	Lecturers
	70
	70%

	Female 
	30
	30%

	Total
	100
	100%


C.	Level of Study:
	Options
	Respondents
	Percentage

	100 Level
	35
	35%

	200 Level 
	30
	30%

	300 Level
	35
	35%

	Total
	100
	100%




Availability of ICT Tools
One of the key objectives of this study was to assess the availability of ICT tools used in teaching business education. The respondents were asked whether various ICT tools are available at the College for teaching purposes. The following table presents the results:
	ICT Tool
	Available (Yes)
	Not Available (No)
	Percentage (%)

	Computers/Laptops
	80
	20
	80%

	Projectors
	60
	40
	60%

	Interactive Whiteboards
	30
	70
	30%

	Internet Access
	70
	30
	70%

	Online Learning Platforms
	40
	60
	40%

	E-Libraries
	25
	75
	25%


Interpretation: From the table above, it is evident that the availability of ICT tools in Kwara State College of Education is somewhat limited. The highest availability was observed with computers/laptops (80%) and internet access (70%). However, the availability of interactive whiteboards (30%), online learning platforms (40%), and e-libraries (25%) is quite low. This suggests a need for improvement in the provision of these essential ICT tools to enhance teaching and learning in business education.
Frequency of ICT Tool Usage in Teaching
To determine how frequently ICT tools are used in the teaching of business education, respondents were asked to rate their usage of the available tools. The responses are summarized in the following table:
	ICT Tool
	Daily
	Weekly
	Monthly
	Rarely
	Never

	Computers/Laptops
	50%
	30%
	10%
	5%
	5%

	Projectors
	40%
	30%
	20%
	5%
	5%

	Interactive whiteboards
	10%
	20%
	25%
	25%
	20%

	Internet Access 
	60%
	25%
	10%
	5%
	0%

	Online Learning Platforms
	20%
	30%
	25%
	15%
	10%

	E-Libraries
	15%
	25%
	35%
	20%
	5%


Interpretation: The data suggests that while computers/laptops and internet access are used frequently (with 50% of respondents reporting daily usage for computers and 60% for internet access), other tools like interactive whiteboards (10% daily usage) and e-libraries (15% daily usage) are used less frequently. This indicates that while some ICT tools are integrated into daily lessons, others have limited use, potentially due to availability or lack of proper training in using these tools.
Challenges Faced in the Use of ICT Tools
The respondents were asked about the challenges they face when using ICT tools in teaching business education. The following table shows the challenges identified:
	Challenge
	Frequency (%)

	Lack of adequate infrastructure
	55%

	Insufficient training
	50%

	Poor internet connectivity
	45%

	Lack of support from management
	40%

	High cost of ICT tools
	35%

	Power outages
	30%


Interpretation: The most common challenge faced by respondents is the lack of adequate infrastructure (55%), followed by insufficient training (50%) and poor internet connectivity (45%). This highlights a significant gap in both the physical and human resources necessary to effectively integrate ICT tools in teaching business education.
Perception of the Effectiveness of ICT Tools in Teaching
Respondents were asked to rate their perception of the effectiveness of ICT tools in enhancing the quality of business education. The results are shown in the table below:
	Perception of Effectiveness
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	ICT tools improve teaching methods
	60%
	30%
	5%
	3%
	2%

	ICT tools increase student engagement
	55%
	35%
	7%
	2%
	1%

	ICT tools enhance learning outcomes
	50%
	40%
	5%
	3%
	2%

	ICT tools are easy to use
	40%
	45%
	10%
	3%
	2%


Interpretation: The majority of respondents (60%) strongly agreed that ICT tools improve teaching methods, and 55% agreed that ICT tools increase student engagement. This shows that respondents generally perceive ICT tools as effective in enhancing the quality of teaching and learning, despite the challenges they face.

Summary of the Results
· The availability of ICT tools in Kwara State College of Education is varied, with computers, internet access, and projectors being the most commonly available tools.
· The usage of ICT tools in teaching business education is higher for computers and internet access, but lower for interactive whiteboards, online learning platforms, and e-libraries.
· The key challenges include inadequate infrastructure, insufficient training, poor internet connectivity, and lack of support from management.
Despite these challenges, respondents generally perceive ICT tools as effective in improving teaching methods, increasing student engagement, and enhancing learning outcomes.

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This final chapter summarizes the key findings from the study on the availability and use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) tools in the teaching of Business Education in Kwara State Colleges of Education. The chapter also provides conclusions based on the findings and offers recommendations for improving the integration of ICT tools in the teaching and learning process in Business Education. The limitations of the study and suggestions for future research are also discussed.
Summary
This section provides a summary of the key findings from the study, structured according to the research questions and objectives:
Availability of ICT Tools:
The study revealed that ICT tools such as computers (desktop/laptops), internet access, and projectors are available in the Business Education departments of both Kwara State Colleges of Education. These tools are accessible to lecturers, with computers and internet access being the most widely available, while specialized tools like smartboards and educational software are less common.
Use of ICT Tools:
ICT tools are utilized by Business Education lecturers in varying degrees. The most commonly used tools are computers, projectors, and internet access, with these tools being frequently employed in lesson delivery, research, and student assignments. However, tools like smartboards, multimedia equipment, and educational software are not used as often, primarily due to challenges in infrastructure and a lack of proper training.
Challenges in Using ICT Tools:
Several challenges were identified that hinder the effective use of ICT tools in teaching. These include:
Inadequate Infrastructure: Limited access to reliable electricity, internet connectivity issues, and inadequate ICT equipment in some departments.
Lack of Training: Many lecturers reported not having received sufficient training in the use of ICT tools, which affects their confidence and competence in incorporating technology into their teaching.
Financial Constraints: Insufficient funding for the purchase, maintenance, and upgrading of ICT tools.
Resistance to Change: Some lecturers were hesitant to adopt ICT tools due to a preference for traditional teaching methods.
Suggestions for Improvement:
Respondents offered several suggestions to enhance the integration of ICT in the teaching of Business Education. These suggestions include:
Provision of More Resources: Increased funding for the procurement and maintenance of ICT tools.
Regular Training Programs: Workshops and training sessions to help lecturers improve their ICT skills and integrate technology into their pedagogy.
Improved Infrastructure: Ensuring stable power supply and internet access for better use of ICT tools in teaching.
Conclusion
Based on the findings, it is evident that while there is some level of availability and use of ICT tools in the teaching of Business Education in Kwara State Colleges of Education, there are still several barriers that need to be addressed. The study concludes that the integration of ICT into Business Education teaching is not yet fully optimized, primarily due to infrastructural challenges, inadequate training, and financial constraints.
The use of ICT tools, particularly computers, projectors, and internet access, has had a positive impact on teaching, but more effort is needed to increase the availability and frequency of ICT tool usage. Lecturers’ proficiency in using these tools needs to be improved, and the availability of more specialized tools such as smartboards and educational software would enhance the teaching and learning experience.
Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusions of the study, the following recommendations are made:
The Colleges of Education should invest in better infrastructure, such as stable electricity supply, high-speed internet access, and sufficient ICT equipment to ensure that all lecturers have equal access to the necessary tools for effective teaching.
There should be a structured and continuous professional development program for Business Education lecturers on the use of ICT tools. This training should cover various aspects of technology integration in the classroom, including lesson planning, assessment, and the use of specific educational software.
The government and college management should allocate more funds for the procurement, maintenance, and upgrading of ICT equipment. This would ensure that lecturers have access to modern tools and that they are in working condition.
The colleges should prioritize the acquisition of specialized ICT tools, such as smartboards and educational software, that are tailored to the needs of Business Education courses. These tools will enable lecturers to deliver more interactive and engaging lessons.
The colleges should foster a culture of technology adoption by encouraging lecturers to explore innovative teaching methods through ICT tools. Incentives, such as recognition and support, can be used to motivate lecturers to incorporate ICT into their teaching practices.
The colleges can collaborate with ICT companies and organizations to receive discounts on ICT equipment or to participate in sponsorship programs that support ICT integration in education. This could alleviate the financial burden on the institutions.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Respondents,
	This Questionnaire is designed to gather information on An Assessment of the Availability and Use of ICT Tools in the Teaching of Business Education in Kwara State College of Education. Your view will be treated with absolute confidence, so it will be highly appreciated, if you could provide reliable information to guide the conduct of the study.
Section 1: Demographic Information
Instruction: please tick ( √ ) the appropriate information
Gender: Male (   ) Female (   )
Age group: 18–24 years ( ) 25–34 years (  ) 35–44 years (  ) 45 years and above (  )
Qualification: National Diploma (ND) ( ) Bachelor’s Degree ( ) Master’s Degree( ) 
Others (please specify)
How long have you been teaching business education? Less than 1 year (  ) 1–3 years (  ) 4–6 years (  ) 7 years and above (  )
Do you have formal training in ICT? Yes (  )   No (  )
Section 2: Availability of ICT Tools
1. Do you have access to ICT tools in your teaching environment? Yes (   )  No  (  )
2. Which of the following ICT tools are available for use in your institution? (Select all that apply)
Computers/Laptops ( ) Projectors  (  )  Smartboards  (  )  Tablets (  )  Audio-Visual equipment (  )
Internet access (  ) Software tools (e.g., Microsoft Office, SPSS) (  ) Others (please specify)
3. How often are these ICT tools available for teaching purposes?  Always available (  )  Sometimes available (  )  Rarely available (  )  Never available (  )
4. Are there enough ICT tools for all business education lecturers to use?  Yes (  )  No (  )
5. Are the ICT tools in your institution well-maintained? Yes ( ) No ( ) Not sure (  )
6. How often is internet access available in your teaching environment?  Always available (  ) Occasionally available (  ) Rarely available (  ) Never available (  )
7. How would you rate the overall availability of ICT resources for teaching business education? Excellent (  )  Good (   ) Fair (   ) Poor (  )
Section 3: Use of ICT Tools
8. How frequently do you use ICT tools in your teaching?  Always (  )  Often (  ) Occasionally (  ) Never (  )
9. Which of the following ICT tools do you commonly use in your teaching of business education? (Select all that apply) Computers/Laptops ( ) Projectors (  ) Smartboards ( ) Internet for research (  ) Audio-Visual tools (  ) Educational software (e.g., spreadsheets, database programs) (  ) Others (please specify)
10. For which of the following activities do you use ICT tools in your teaching? (Select all that apply)
Lesson preparation (  ) Presentation of lessons (  ) Class management ( ) Research and data collection (  )
Assignment submission and grading (  ) Communication with students (  ) Others (please specify)
11. Do you find ICT tools useful in enhancing the teaching of business education? Yes ( ) No (  ) Sometimes (  )
12. Which specific ICT tools do you believe most improve the teaching of business education? Computers/Laptops (  ) Projectors (  ) Smartboards (  ) Software tools (e.g., spreadsheets, accounting software) (  )  Others (please specify)
13. Do you integrate ICT tools into practical business education lessons (e.g., accounting simulations, business plan development)? Yes (  )  No  (  )
14. Do you use online learning platforms (e.g., Google Classroom, Zoom) for teaching business education?  Yes (  )  No  (  )
15. How effective are ICT tools in improving student engagement and understanding in business education? Very effective  (  ) Effective  (  )  Neutral  (  ) Ineffective  (  )
16. How confident are you in using ICT tools for teaching?  Very confident (  )  Confident (  ) Neutral (  ) Not confident ( ) 
17. Do you face any challenges when using ICT tools in your teaching? Yes (  )  No  (  )
18. If yes, what challenges do you face? (Select all that apply) Lack of training (  ) Insufficient resources ( ) (e.g., computers, internet) ( ) Poor internet connection (  ) Lack of time to integrate ICT in teaching (  )
Technical issues with ICT tools (  ) Others (please specify)
Section 4: ICT Training and Support
19. Have you received any formal training on using ICT tools for teaching business education?  Yes (  ) No (   )
20. How often do you receive training on the use of ICT tools for teaching? Regularly (  ) Occasionally (  ) Rarely (  ) Never (  ) 
21. Do you feel that more ICT training would improve your teaching effectiveness? Yes ( ) No ( ) Maybe( )
22. Do you have access to technical support if you encounter problems with ICT tools? Yes (  ) No (  )
23. How adequate is the technical support available for ICT tools in your institution? Very adequate (  )
Adequate (  )  Inadequate (  ) Not available (  )
Section 5: Impact and Suggestions
24. How would you rate the overall impact of ICT tools on the teaching of business education in your institution? Very positive (  ) Positive ( ) Neutral (  ) Negative (  )
25. What suggestions would you offer to improve the use of ICT tools in teaching business education? [Open-ended response]
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