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ABSTRACT
This study, titled “Influence of Yoruba Pop Music Slang on Students’ Spoken English in Selected Secondary Schools within Ilorin Metropolis,” investigates the linguistic and socio-cultural impact of Yoruba pop music slang on the spoken English proficiency of senior secondary school students. The study was motivated by the observation that as Yoruba pop music gains widespread popularity, its unique slang vocabulary has become increasingly integrated into the daily conversations of Nigerian youths, raising concerns about its effect on students’ mastery of Standard English, which is vital for academic and professional success.
The objectives of the study were to identify common Yoruba pop music slang terms used by students, examine their influence on spoken English, explore the motivations behind their usage, and assess the implications for formal language proficiency. A descriptive survey design was adopted, targeting senior secondary students and English Language teachers in Ilorin metropolis. The sample consisted of 100 students and six teachers selected through a multistage sampling technique. Data were collected using a structured questionnaire for students and a semi-structured interview guide for teachers. Questionnaire responses were analyzed using descriptive statistics, while teacher interviews were thematically analyzed.
Findings revealed that Yoruba pop music slang is widely adopted, with expressions such as “Sọ̀rọ̀ Sókè,” “Má fọ́,” “Wàhálà bíi like,” “Gbẹ Body,” “Ṣọ́pẹ́ Pọ̀r” commonly used in students’ daily speech. The habitual use of such slang negatively influenced spoken English by affecting pronunciation, grammar, and word choice. However, the study also found that slang use is driven by peer influence, social media exposure, and the desire to appear trendy.
The study concludes that Yoruba pop music slang, while serving as a tool of cultural identity and creativity, undermines students’ proficiency in Standard English when carried into academic contexts. It recommends targeted interventions such as language awareness programs, specialized teacher training, and media literacy initiatives to help students strike a balance between cultural expression and academic competence.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Hlk206511740]1.1 Background to the Study
Language is a vital tool for communication, identity, and cultural preservation. In every society, it functions not only as a medium of interaction but also as a reflection of the people’s values, worldview, and social realities. In Nigeria, the complexity of language use is heightened by its multilingual nature, where more than 500 indigenous languages coexist alongside English, the official language. Among these, Yoruba occupies a prominent space due to its large number of speakers and its strong cultural influence. Over the years, Yoruba language has extended beyond traditional use, playing a major role in music, entertainment, and urban youth identity.
One of the striking features of language in Nigeria is the emergence and rapid spread of slang. Slang refers to non-standard, informal, and often innovative forms of language created and adopted within specific groups. It has gained prominence among Nigerian youths as a form of social bonding, identity marking, and cultural expression. The influence of Nigerian music, especially the Yoruba-dominated pop music genre popularly known as Afrobeat or Afro-pop, has played a crucial role in shaping the spread of slang. Popular musicians such as Olamide, Naira Marley, Zlatan, and Asake frequently coin and popularize new expressions that quickly penetrate youth conversations, both in informal and semi-formal contexts.
Within the educational environment, however, this phenomenon raises significant concerns. Secondary school students, who are at a critical stage of academic and linguistic development, increasingly adopt these slang terms in their daily interactions. While the adoption of slang creates a sense of belonging among peers, it also presents a challenge to the mastery of Standard English, especially in formal academic contexts. Teachers often report that students unconsciously incorporate slang into classroom discussions, oral presentations, and even written assignments. This has implications for their performance in English Language, which is not only a compulsory subject but also the medium of instruction for other disciplines.
Thus, the interaction between Yoruba pop music, slang, and spoken English is not merely a cultural trend but also a pressing educational issue. Understanding this relationship is crucial for educators, policymakers, and language researchers, as it helps to strike a balance between celebrating linguistic creativity and safeguarding students’ proficiency in Standard English. This study therefore seeks to critically examine the influence of Yoruba pop music slang on students’ spoken English in selected secondary schools within Ilorin metropolis, Kwara State, Nigeria.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
Language proficiency, particularly in English, is a cornerstone of academic achievement in Nigeria. Yet, students’ spoken English has increasingly been influenced by informal linguistic patterns derived from music, peer culture, and media. In recent years, educators have observed a noticeable trend in which slang terms borrowed from Yoruba pop music infiltrate students’ everyday speech. Expressions such as “Sọ̀rọ̀ Sókè,” “Má fọ́,” “Wàhálà bíi like,” “Gbẹ Body,” “Ṣọ́pẹ́ Pọ̀r” have moved from the entertainment sphere into the classroom, blurring the line between informal and formal communication.
This trend raises several questions about the long-term implications for students’ language development. Teachers frequently complain that students struggle to differentiate between contexts that require Standard English and that where informal language is acceptable. This leads to code-switching errors, reduced grammatical accuracy, and, in some cases, loss of confidence in oral examinations and debates. Beyond the classroom, poor mastery of Standard English can affect students’ future opportunities in higher education, employment, and global competitiveness.
Despite these challenges, there is limited empirical research that investigates the specific link between Yoruba pop music slang and spoken English among secondary school students in Ilorin. While several studies have examined youth language in Nigerian universities, little attention has been paid to secondary schools where language formation is at a more fragile stage. This knowledge gap creates an urgent need to analyze how slang usage, driven by music, influences students’ linguistic competence. Without such research, educators and policymakers may lack the evidence needed to design appropriate interventions that balance cultural creativity with academic excellence.
1.3 Objectives of the Study
The specific objectives of this study are to:
1. identify common Yoruba pop music slangs used by secondary school students.
2. examine how these slangs influence the spoken English of students.
3. explore students’ reasons for using music slangs in daily communication.
4. assess the implications of these slangs on students’ mastery of Standard English.
1.4 Research Questions
The study will be guided by the following research questions:
1. What are the most frequently used Yoruba pop music slangs among secondary school students?
2. In what ways do these slangs influence students’ spoken English?
3. Why do students incorporate these slangs into their everyday conversations?
4. What are the effects of using music slang on students’ proficiency in Standard English?
1.5 Significance of the Study
This research will be significant in the following ways:
· It will contribute to linguistic studies on the influence of pop culture on language use.
· It will help educators and policymakers understand the linguistic challenges faced by students in today’s digital music era.
· It will provide insights for English language teachers on how to address slang-influenced errors in spoken English.
· It will be useful for parents, school administrators, and content creators to be more aware of how music shapes language attitudes and behaviors.
1.6 Scope of the Study
The study focuses on selected secondary schools within Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara State. It concentrates on the influence of Yoruba pop music slang on students’ spoken English. Only spoken aspects of English (e.g., pronunciation, word choice, sentence structure) will be considered—writing and reading aspects are outside the scope
1.7 Definition of Terms
· Yoruba Pop Music: A contemporary genre of music performed predominantly in Yoruba, sometimes mixed with English and Pid
· gin.
· Slang: Informal, non-standard words or phrases used by specific groups, often originating in music or street culture.
· Spoken English: The form of the English language used in oral communication, distinct from written English.
· Ilorin Metropolis: The central urban area of Ilorin, the capital city of Kwara State, Nigeria.













CHAPTER TWO
 LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Introduction
Language, as a core component of human communication, does more than convey information; it carries culture, identity, and emotion. In every society, language evolves through contact with socio-cultural realities. In multilingual societies like Nigeria, this evolution is even more dynamic due to the intersection of indigenous languages, colonial legacies, and popular culture. Among the youth, especially those in urban and semi-urban areas, language is increasingly used as a tool for identity negotiation and social alignment. As Sapir (1921, p. 7) notes, “language is a guide to social reality,” meaning that the way individuals speak reflects their experiences, affiliations, and worldview.
In contemporary Nigeria, particularly among teenagers and young adults, spoken English is undergoing noticeable transformation. This change is being driven largely by cultural trends such as music, social media, and peer group dynamics. The emergence of Nigerian street music—particularly Yoruba pop music—has introduced new vocabularies, slang terms, and stylistic expressions into everyday student speech. These slangs are not just linguistic novelties; they are social markers that help youths establish relevance, creativity, and connection. According to Eble (1996, pp. 13-14), “slang functions as a vocabulary of inclusion and exclusion,” separating the in-group from the out-group in a constantly shifting cultural space.
Slang originating from Yoruba pop music has especially grown in frequency, influence, and symbolic power. Musicians like Olamide, Asake, Portable, and Zlatan have produced chart-topping songs filled with coded expressions, idioms, and metaphoric slang rooted in street life and Yoruba culture. Songs like Wo, Mafo, Palazzo, and Soro Soke are widely quoted, mimicked, and adopted by students in informal conversations—even within formal environments like classrooms. These artists play a dual role: entertainers and linguistic influencers. Their music often blends Yoruba, English, and Pidgin, resulting in a hybridized language form that many students replicate unconsciously. The concern, however, is whether this linguistic exposure is enriching or eroding students’ spoken English proficiency.
The increased usage of slang in student communication presents both cultural significance and academic challenges. On one hand, it represents linguistic creativity, identity, and cultural awareness. On the other hand, it raises issues regarding grammatical accuracy, pronunciation, and fluency in Standard English. This dual nature makes it a compelling subject for scholarly inquiry. As (Cohen, Manion, and Morrison, 2007, p. 101) emphasize, “Informal language patterns, when habitual, can impact the structural norms of formal language use,” especially among developing language learners. Students often struggle to switch registers between informal and academic speech, and this register conflict is one of the central problems explored in this research.
This literature review is thus organized to critically explore previous research and theoretical frameworks relevant to the intersection between slang, music, and spoken English. It begins by examining general concepts such as language and communication, and moves into more specific areas including slang as youth language, the stylistic features of Yoruba pop music, and spoken English proficiency in Nigerian secondary schools. It also outlines the theoretical frameworks guiding the study—namely, the Linguistic Relativity Hypothesis and Conceptual Metaphor Theory. These theories offer tools to analyze how repeated exposure to slang-rich music can influence not just vocabulary, but also students’ mental framing and verbal performance.
The chapter concludes with a review of empirical studies that have investigated similar themes, both within Nigeria and internationally. These studies provide real-world evidence on how slang and pop culture influence formal education outcomes, especially in linguistically fluid environments. By synthesizing these scholarly insights, this chapter builds a foundation for understanding the complex relationship between pop music, youth identity, and spoken English. It is within this context that the research seeks to evaluate the linguistic implications of Yoruba music slang on secondary school students’ language development and oral proficiency.
2.2 Concept of Language
Language is a fundamental human phenomenon and the primary medium through which people communicate, interact, and transmit culture. Scholars generally agree that language is not only a tool for communication but also a carrier of identity and a reflection of social realities. According to Sapir (1921, p. 15), language is “a purely human and non-instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions, and desires by means of voluntarily produced symbols.” This definition underscores language as both a social and cognitive process that enables humans to organize experience and share meaning.
In the Nigerian context, language takes on added significance because of the country’s multilingual nature. English, as the official language, serves as a unifying medium across ethnic groups and remains the dominant language of education, governance, and commerce (Bamgbose, 1991, p. 20). However, indigenous languages, such as Yoruba, Igbo, and Hausa, continue to thrive in informal domains, influencing how English is spoken and understood. This interaction between English and local languages often gives rise to hybrid forms, including slang, Pidgin, and code-switching practices.
Language is also dynamic, evolving in response to cultural and social changes. New forms of expression—especially among youths—emerge from popular culture, music, and media, illustrating how language is not static but continually shaped by its users (Holmes, 2013, p. 2). For Nigerian students, this means their spoken English is constantly being reshaped by exposure to new linguistic trends.
Thus, in studying the influence of Yoruba pop music slang, it is important to first appreciate the broader conceptual role of language as both a system of rules and a living, adaptable practice. This perspective helps situate slang within the larger framework of how young people use language to negotiate identity, belonging, and modernity in a rapidly changing society.
2.3 Slang and Youth Language
Slang—informal, non-standard vocabulary—functions as a powerful tool through which young people assert identity, creativity, and solidarity. Eble (1996, pp. 11-12) describes it as a dynamic linguistic resource continuously evolving with culture. In Nigeria, slang emerges from the fusion of Pidgin English, indigenous languages, and global youth culture, creating unique expressions that resonate within specific communities.
Studies have demonstrated that slang usage among students is not merely conversational but also symbolic. l (2013, pp. 101-120), using a semiotic lens, revealed that Nigerian undergraduates craft slang terms to negotiate academic and social realities—signaling group identity and ideological stance. This symbolic function makes slang a potent marker of youth culture, but it also raises linguistic concerns.
Empirical research also highlights gender-based differences in slang creativity. A Lagos State University study found male students to coin and use more slang than females, suggesting that slang use is socially structured. Additionally, Pidgin and slang intersect, creating hybridized forms that reflect the multilingual Nigerian linguistic landscape.
While slang fosters belonging and innovation, it can impede learners’ mastery of Standard English. Frequent code-switching between slang and formal language among students often leads to poor grammatical accuracy and spelling errors. Language educators argue for a careful balance, encouraging informal creativity without compromising formal proficiency.
2.4 Yoruba Pop Music and Linguistic Expression
Yoruba popular music—ranging from Afrobeat to fuji-pop and street-hop—is renowned for its linguistic fusion, blending Yoruba, English, Pidgin, and slang. Songs by artists like Olamide and Zlatan are rich in cultural references and colloquial expressions, which authentically reflect urban youth life in Nigeria.
This bilingual or even multilingual musical discourse serves dual purposes: it preserves Yoruba cultural identity and enhances modern relevance. Research shows that Yoruba-infused hip-pop music both sustains indigenous language and captivates youthful audiences through repeated, catchy linguistic elements.
The communicative potency of Yoruba pop is evidenced in its hybrid lyrics which act not only as entertainment but also as sites of cultural continuity and language preservation. These musical texts foster intergenerational connections, preserving cultural narratives through accessible, contemporary idioms.
Yet this cultural richness brings educational challenges. When students replicate musical slang in academic and formal speech, it can disrupt their command of Standard English—particularly in pronunciation, structure, and lexical choice. The infiltration of music slang into classrooms thus requires awareness and pedagogical response.
2.5 Spoken English in Nigerian Secondary Schools
Spoken English competence is a cornerstone of academic success in Nigeria, encompassing proper pronunciation, fluency, and grammar. However, the infiltration of slang and colloquial influences often disrupts learning. Teachers have reported widespread interference from Pidgin and slang in classroom discourse.
Adebayo (2010) observed that students struggle with enunciating Standard English sounds—often substituting local phonological patterns—due to habitual use of non-standard speech forms. Such interference negatively affects oral presentations and assessments, impairing both confidence and clarity.
Another study noted that excessive reliance on slang in school diminishes students’ ability to switch to formal registers. This shift leads to weaker academic performance, particularly in oral exams and speech tasks where clarity and correct grammar are vital.
Nonetheless, educators recognize the motivational value of youth-oriented language. When harnessed effectively, slang can enhance engagement—but it requires structured transition strategies aimed at reinforcing Standard English in academic settings. Teachers advocate for conscious code-switching, genre awareness, and explicit instruction on register switching.
2.6 Theoretical Framework: Linguistic Relativity & Conceptual Metaphor
This study is grounded in two theoretical lenses: the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis and Conceptual Metaphor Theory. The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis argues that language shapes thought—suggesting that slang exposure can influence cognitive framing and expression patterns. If students internalize slang as normative, their conception of ‘correct’ English may shift unconsciously away from formal norms.
Conceptual Metaphor Theory (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980, pp. 45-58; invoked in Moshood’s study) posits that abstract thought operates via metaphorical language rooted in embodied experience. Slang often functions metaphorically—e.g., 'japa' for escaping—grounding slang in sensory and cultural contexts. Frequent metaphorical slang may shape interpretative schemas used in formal communication.
Taken together, these frameworks explain how pervasive slang and music exposure can reconfigure students’ linguistic cognition—threatening their facility in English while enhancing expressiveness and cultural relevance. They underscore the psychological and sociocultural processes behind language change among Nigerian youth.
2.7 Empirical Review
Empirical studies across Nigeria confirm that slang influences formal language negatively. Adeyanju (2019, pp. 45-58) found that frequent slang usage correlates with weaker written and spoken English among Lagos youth. Musa (2021, pp. 22-25) echoed these findings, observing that slang-laden students faced challenges in classroom discourse and examinations.
Research focusing on university contexts highlights slang’s broader repertoire and social functions. Moshood (2020, pp. 72-85) documented both linguistic creativity and the role of slang in constructing urban youth identities, particularly around social vices such as drug use and fraud. Similarly, Madonna University research identified slang as a sociolect emerging from cultural heritage and daily experiences—reinforcing peer identity while complicating formal communication.
While most studies highlight pitfalls, some foreground positive dimensions. Music-focused research demonstrates that bilingual hip-pop can raise awareness and interest in Yoruba culture, enhancing learning through repetition and cultural signposting. These insights suggest that the influence of music on language can be constructive if directed purposefully.
2.8 Summary
This chapter has provided a critical review of scholarly literature and theoretical perspectives relevant to the study of Yoruba pop music slang and its influence on students’ spoken English. It began by defining key concepts such as language, slang, youth identity, and communication. The review revealed that slang is more than informal speech; it serves as a dynamic form of expression among young people, reflecting their creativity, cultural orientation, and social affiliations. The use of slang among Nigerian youth is particularly vibrant and is shaped by multiple influences, with Yoruba pop music emerging as a dominant contributor.
The literature reviewed shows that Yoruba pop music plays a vital role in shaping contemporary youth language. Music, especially from influential artists such as Olamide, Asake, and Zlatan, incorporates slang into lyrics that resonate deeply with students. These slangs are not just repeated but become embedded in daily communication, often finding their way into classroom conversations and public interactions. While this trend enhances cultural pride and identity, it also poses challenges to formal language development, particularly in educational settings where Standard English remains the expected medium of instruction and evaluation.
In examining the theoretical frameworks underpinning this study, the chapter employed the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis (Linguistic Relativity) and Conceptual Metaphor Theory. These frameworks explain how language influences thought, and how metaphorical expressions found in slang can shape students’ understanding and use of English. The theories also suggest that prolonged exposure to culturally embedded slang may reframe students’ perception of language norms, leading to unconscious errors in formal speech. Thus, the theoretical grounding justifies the investigation into whether and how this cultural-linguistic influence affects spoken English proficiency.
Finally, the empirical studies reviewed highlight the real-world implications of the spread of slang among students. Most findings suggest that slang usage—especially when reinforced through music—can affect pronunciation, lexical choice, and grammatical structure in spoken English. While a few studies acknowledge the expressive and creative benefits of slang, the majority emphasize the need for balance. The reviewed literature provides the academic basis for this research, establishing a clear gap in understanding the influence of Yoruba pop music slang on secondary school students' spoken English in Nigeria. The next chapter outlines the methodological approach adopted to investigate this issue.
In order to fully understand the role of Yoruba pop music slang in shaping students’ spoken English, it is important to clarify the meanings and contextual uses of some of the most popular expressions. These slang terms often carry deeper social significance beyond their literal translations, and they reflect the creativity, identity, and collective experiences of Nigerian youths.
	SLANG EXPRESSION

		



LITERAL MEANING
	CULTURAL/CONTEXTUAL INTERPRETATION

	Sọ̀rọ̀ Sókè
	Speak up / Talk louder
	A call to speak boldly or demand justice.

	Má fọ́
	Don’t break / Don’t scatter
	Street slang meaning “Don’t be afraid,” “Certainty,” “Stay strong,” or “Keep going without fear.” 

	Wàhálà bíi like
	Trouble is like
	An expression that “trouble is looming” or “issues are plenty,” often used humorously to describe difficult situations, and often times boomerang.

	Gbẹ Body
	Lift your body
	Used in dance and music contexts meaning “Move your body” or “Dance energetically.” It’s also a way conveying lets go.

	Jàiyé
	Enjoy life
	A slang for “Enjoy yourself,” “Live freely,” or “Have fun without stress.

	Ṣọ́pẹ́ Pọ̀r
	Give abundant thanks
	Encourages gratitude and acknowledgment, often used to hype positive vibes or success






CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Introduction
This chapter outlines the methodology adopted for investigating the influence of Yoruba pop music slang on students’ spoken English in selected secondary schools within Ilorin metropolis. The methodological approach adopted here is aligned with the objectives stated in Chapter One and is intended to provide a transparent, replicable framework for collecting and analyzing data relevant to the research questions.
Methodology is essential to any empirical study, as it provides the structure and logic behind how the study was executed. According to Orodho (2003, p. 45), “methodology is the blueprint that defines the procedures and strategies adopted in solving a research problem.” Therefore, this section covers the design, population, sample, instruments, and methods of data analysis applied.
Ethical procedures also play a critical role in research involving human participants. Considerations such as confidentiality, informed consent, and voluntary participation are key. These were respected throughout the data collection phase to uphold the integrity of the research process.
In line with Creswell (2012, pp. 375), “a clear methodology ensures that findings are both valid and reliable, enabling future studies to build upon or contrast the results with confidence.” As such, this chapter aims to document each procedural step in a way that meets accepted academic standards.
3.2 Research Design
The research employed a descriptive survey design to investigate how Yoruba pop music slang influences the spoken English of senior secondary school students. This design is appropriate for non-experimental studies, where variables are observed without manipulation. As Best and Kahn (2006, p,120) noted, “descriptive research seeks to gather information about present existing conditions, and the emphasis is on describing rather than judging or interpreting.”
One of the reasons for choosing this design is that it supports the use of both qualitative and quantitative tools such as questionnaires and interviews. These tools helped to collect firsthand information about student slang usage and its perceived impact on spoken English. According to Nworgu (2015, pp. 50-60), “a descriptive design helps uncover the patterns and frequency of behaviors as they naturally occur in a population.”
Furthermore, the design aligns well with studies focused on communication behaviors and social influences, making it highly suitable for the linguistic and cultural focus of this project. As Cohen, Manion, and Morrison (2007, pp. 101-110) observed, “triangulation improves the credibility and richness of data through multiple instruments and perspectives.” This study applies triangulation to combine both student and teacher perspectives.
The use of a descriptive survey also allows for comparisons across class levels and gender, offering a broader understanding of slang adoption patterns among students. This breadth of analysis strengthens the reliability and applicability of the results.
3.3 Population of the Study
The population for this study includes all senior secondary school students (SS1–SS3) in selected public and private schools within Ilorin metropolis, as well as their English Language teachers. The choice of this group stems from their high exposure to popular culture, including music, which makes them ideal for a study on the influence of musical slang on language use.
These students are at a developmental stage where identity is significantly shaped by peer culture, entertainment media, and social networks. According to Gay, Mills, and Airasian (2011, p. 158), “the population is the group of interest to the researcher, the group to which the researcher would like the results of the study to be generalizable.” The selected population therefore captures the cultural and educational setting where slang use is most visible.
English language teachers are also included to give professional insights based on their classroom experiences. Their observations provide a second lens through which the researcher can assess the impact of slang on grammar, fluency, and pronunciation. As Fraenkel, Wallen & Hyun (2012, p. 125) assert, “teachers are critical informants in language-based research due to their evaluative role.”
By involving both students and teachers, this study benefits from a holistic view—combining self-reported behavior with professional evaluations, thus ensuring a deeper understanding of how slang interacts with formal spoken English.

3.4 Sample and Sampling Technique
The sample for this study consisted of 100 senior secondary school students and 6 English Language teachers selected from three secondary schools within Ilorin metropolis. A multistage sampling technique was adopted to ensure diversity and representativeness. As Teddlie and Yu (2007, pp. 77-100) affirm, “multi-stage sampling combines various techniques to optimize representativeness while reducing fieldwork challenges.”
In the first stage, purposive sampling was used to select schools with active student engagement in music and cultural expression. This was necessary to ensure relevance to the study. Patton (2002, pp. 240-250) states, “purposive sampling focuses on information-rich cases that offer the greatest insight.” This selection ensured that the schools chosen had high potential for meaningful data collection.
In the second stage, simple random sampling was applied to select 20 students from each school, making up the total of 100. Randomization ensured that every eligible student had an equal chance of being selected, thereby minimizing bias. According to Ogula (2005), “random sampling ensures each individual in the population has an equal chance of selection, thereby reducing sampling bias.”
For teacher selection, purposive sampling was again employed, focusing on experienced English Language teachers who had spent at least three years in the school and had direct interaction with senior students. This blend of random and purposive sampling techniques enhanced the reliability and contextual relevance of the sample.
3.5 Research Instruments
Two key research instruments were developed and used: a structured questionnaire for students and a semi-structured interview guide for English teachers. These instruments allowed the researcher to collect both measurable data and detailed narratives on the subject. According to Orodho (2003, pp. 55-56), “questionnaires are effective tools for collecting standardized information from a large number of respondents.”
The student’s questionnaire was divided into three parts. The first section collected demographic data, the second explored the frequency and type of slang usage, and the third assessed perceptions of how slang affects students’ spoken English. A few open-ended questions were included to capture spontaneous examples and attitudes.
The teacher interview guide consisted of open-ended prompts that encouraged teachers to share their experiences with slang interference in students’ oral communication. This instrument was guided by Creswell’s (2014, pp. 375-376) assertion that “interviews allow the researcher to explore complex phenomena through the lens of participants.”
Together, these instruments facilitated triangulation of data. Denzin (1978) emphasized that “triangulation enhances the validity of research by comparing information across different tools and perspectives.” The dual-instrument approach ensured a balance between generalizability and depth.
3.6 Validity and Reliability of the Instruments
Ensuring that research instruments are valid and reliable is essential for credible results. In this study, content validity was achieved through expert review. Two lecturers in Music and English Language, critically assessed and validated the instruments for relevance, and coverage of the research objectives. Ary, Jacobs, and Sorensen (2010, pp. 213-214) affirm that “an instrument is valid when it measures what it is supposed to measure and yields accurate results.”
A pilot test was conducted in a secondary school not included in the sample. This helped identify confusing questions, improve wording, and test the average response time. Feedback from this pilot led to minor modifications that improved clarity and user-friendliness.
Reliability was measured using Cronbach’s Alpha, a statistical test for internal consistency. The reliability coefficient obtained was 0.78, indicating good reliability. According to George and Mallery (2003, p. 231), “a Cronbach’s Alpha of 0.70 or higher is considered acceptable for social science research.”
This rigorous process ensured that the tools used were both trustworthy and suitable for capturing the necessary data to answer the research questions.
3.7 Method of Data Collection
Data collection took place during scheduled school visits coordinated with the permission of school principals. Upon arrival, the researcher briefed students about the purpose of the study and assured them of anonymity and confidentiality. Questionnaires were administered during English classes under the supervision of the teacher.
This approach helped improve response rates and allowed the researcher to clarify any confusing items. Fraenkel et al. (2012, p. 125) recommend that “supervised administration of questionnaires reduces the rate of non-responses and improves the quality of data collected.” Questionnaires were retrieved immediately after completion to prevent data loss.
Teachers’ interviews were conducted individually in quiet spaces within the school compound. Each session lasted approximately 10–15 minutes and was audio-recorded with consent for accurate transcription. According to BERA (2018, pp. 4-7), “ethical research practice requires that consent be obtained for any recording of participant responses.”
The researcher ensured that participation was voluntary and that respondents could withdraw at any point. These ethical safeguards contributed to the credibility and acceptability of the study’s results.
3.8 Method of Data Analysis
The data obtained from questionnaires were processed using descriptive statistics, such as frequencies, and simple percentile. This approach allowed for clear visualization of trends in student responses. Gay (2011, p. 158) explain that “descriptive analysis is used to describe, organize, and summarize numerical data in a meaningful way.”
For the qualitative data derived from teacher interviews and open-ended responses, a thematic analysis was conducted. Braun and Clarke (2006, pp. 77-101) describe this as “a method for identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns (themes) within data.” This method enabled the researcher to highlight recurring observations and opinions.
The combination of both methods reflects a mixed-methods approach, where the strengths of one method compensate for the limitations of another. Creswell (2014, p. 230) notes that “mixed methods provide a more complete understanding of research problems than either approach alone.”
This analytical strategy provided both breadth and depth, ensuring that the research questions were answered robustly and supported by valid evidence.




CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.1 Introduction
This chapter presents, analyzes, and interprets the data collected through the student questionnaires and teacher interviews. A total of 100 students from three selected secondary schools in Ilorin Metropolis participated, along with 6 English Language teachers who provided qualitative insights. The analysis is structured around the four research questions and presents both statistical summaries and thematic interpretations.
Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics (frequencies and percentages), while qualitative data from interviews were examined using thematic analysis. The aim is to understand the influence of Yoruba pop music slang on students’ spoken English and relate findings to the literature reviewed in Chapter Two.



4.2 Demographic Data of Student Respondents
Table 4.1: Class Distribution
	Class
	Frequency
	Percentage

	SS1
	33
	33%

	SS2
	34
	34%

	SS3
	33
	33%

	Total
	100
	100%






Table 4.2: Gender Distribution
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	     52
	     52%

	Female
	     48
	     48%

	Total
	     100
	     100%



This even distribution ensures balanced input across class levels and gender, enhancing the generalizability of findings.

4.3 Analysis Based on Research Questions
Research Question One: What are the most frequently used Yoruba pop music slang expressions among students?
Students identified several slang expressions derived from Yoruba music that are commonly used in their everyday conversations.
	Slang
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Sọ̀rọ̀ Sókè
	85
	85%

	Má fọ́
	76
	76%

	Wàhálà bíi like
	74
	74%

	Gbé Body
	69
	69%

	Jàiyé
	66
	66%

	Ṣọ́pẹ́ Pọ̀r
	61
	61%


Table 4.3: Frequency of Slang Usage








"Students engage with these slangs primarily through repeated exposure via music, peer conversations, and social media platforms like TikTok and Instagram."

Research Question Two: In what ways do these slangs influence students’ spoken English?
Students were asked about their usage patterns and whether slang has affected their formal speech.
Table 4.4: Influence on Spoken English	
	Statement
	Agree
	Disagree

	I often use slang during school conversations
	  68%
	    32%

	Slang influences my English pronunciation or word choice
	  61%
	    39%

	I use slang without realizing it in oral class presentations       
	  63%
	    37%

	My teachers correct me for using slang in class
	  71%
	    29%



Teacher remark: "It’s become common for students to mix informal music phrases with academic speech. They often say 'no wahala' or 'e choke' instead of standard expressions."
Research Question Three: Why do students frequently use Yoruba pop music slang?
Respondents indicated multiple motivations behind their slang use.
Table 4.5: Reasons for Slang Use
	Reason
	   Frequency
	     Percentage

	It makes me sound trendy and expressive
	        78
	          78%

	I hear it in songs and online media
	        73
	          73%

	My friends speak this way too
	        70
	          70%

	I don’t always know the English equivalent
	        58 
	          58%



These responses confirm that slang is part of social belonging and identity, particularly shaped by musical influence.
Research Question Four: What are the effects of music slang on students’ English proficiency?
The majority of students acknowledged that slang has had noticeable effects on their ability to speak formal English.

Table 4.6: Effects on Spoken English
	Effect
	Agree
	Disagree

	Slang reduces my confidence when speaking formal English
	59%
	41%

	I make grammar or sentence errors because of slang habits
	66%
	34%

	I sometimes forget formal English alternatives to slang
	62%
	38%

	Slang has no negative effect on my spoken English
	35%
	65%



Teacher comment: “The habitual use of music-based slang has led to loss of standard vocabulary among many students. They rely too much on brief, popular phrases.”	
4.4 Summary of Findings
This chapter has presented the results of the research, based on responses from 100 students and insights from 6 English Language teachers. The findings confirm that Yoruba music slang is widely used among secondary school students. It is driven largely by musical influence, peer usage, and social media exposure. The impact of slang on students’ spoken English is evident—many students unintentionally mix informal terms with formal speech, affecting grammar, pronunciation, and overall fluency.
Teachers confirmed that this linguistic behavior is observable in classroom participation, oral assessments, and even written work. While some students view slang as creative and expressive, the majority acknowledge its interference with proper language use. These results directly align with the concerns raised in the literature reviewed in Chapter Two.








CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of the Study
This study investigated the influence of Yoruba pop music slang on students’ spoken English in selected secondary schools within Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara State. The study was inspired by the increasing use of popular slang terms among secondary school students, particularly those derived from Yoruba music artists such as Olamide, Zlatan, and Asake. These slang expressions are often carried over into school environments, influencing the way students communicate formally and informally.
The study was guided by four research questions focusing on: (1) the most common Yoruba music slang used by students; (2) how these slang expressions influence students’ spoken English; (3) why students adopt music slang in everyday speech; and (4) the effects of music slang on students’ proficiency in spoken English. A descriptive survey design was adopted, using a sample of 100 senior secondary school students and 6 English Language teachers across three schools.
Data were collected through a structured questionnaire and teacher interviews. The student responses were analyzed using descriptive statistics, while the teachers’ qualitative responses were thematically analyzed. The results showed a high prevalence of slang usage among students, with significant influence on vocabulary choice, grammar, and oral fluency. The findings also revealed that most students use slang unconsciously, with many struggling to differentiate between formal and informal registers.
The theoretical frameworks underpinning the study—Linguistic Relativity and Conceptual Metaphor Theory—helped explain how repeated exposure to music-based slang can alter thought patterns and influence spoken language. The findings are consistent with previous research, confirming that popular culture has a strong impact on youth language development.
5.2 Conclusion
Based on the findings, it is evident that Yoruba pop music slang has become an integral part of students’ spoken communication. While it serves as a form of cultural expression and peer identity, it also presents challenges to formal language development, particularly in English proficiency. The high frequency of slang usage among students affects their ability to speak fluently and accurately in formal situations, as they often struggle to find appropriate English equivalents.
Slang has shifted from being a purely informal linguistic phenomenon to a dominant mode of communication among secondary school students. Although some students consider slang to be harmless or even beneficial for creativity, the majority recognize that it interferes with their formal language use. Teachers also report consistent patterns of slang infiltration in students’ oral and written work, affecting assessment outcomes and language development goals.
This study concludes that while slang in music plays a significant role in shaping youth culture, its unchecked usage can undermine language proficiency, especially in educational contexts. Therefore, there is a need for greater awareness among students, educators, and curriculum developers about the balance between cultural language and academic standards.
The study contributes to socio linguistic scholarship in Nigeria by highlighting how entertainment-driven language practices can have long-term academic implications. It calls for continued investigation into how youth culture intersects with formal language education.
5.3 Recommendations
1. Integrate Language Awareness into School Curriculum: Schools should include modules in English classes that help students distinguish between formal and informal language. This will guide them in using the appropriate register in different communication contexts.
2. For Teachers: English language teachers should consistently emphasize code-switching awareness, helping students to distinguish between informal slang and Standard English. They should incorporate engaging teaching strategies, including examples of slang, to demonstrate when and how such expressions are appropriate.
3. Media Literacy Programs: Educational stakeholders should organize media literacy workshops that help students understand how music and pop culture influence their language. Awareness will empower students to engage with music more critically.
4. Parental Guidance: Parents should be encouraged to monitor and engage in their children’s linguistic habits. Active parental involvement can reduce overexposure to slang and reinforce correct usage of English at home.
5. Further Research: Future studies should explore the impact of pop music slang on written English, reading comprehension, and overall academic performance. Comparative studies between urban and rural school settings would also be valuable.
5.4 Contributions to Knowledge
This study contributes to the field of socio-linguistics and language education in the following ways:
· It identifies the specific Yoruba pop music slang most commonly used among secondary school students.
· It establishes a link between slang use and challenges in spoken English proficiency.
· It reveals that music culture strongly influences youth linguistic behavior.
· It highlights the urgent need for curriculum reform and teacher training to address modern language challenges.
5.5 Limitations of the Study
While the study yielded important insights, it had certain limitations. First, it was limited to Ilorin Metropolis, which may not fully represent other cultural zones in Nigeria. Secondly, the sample size, although adequate, could be expanded in future studies for broader generalization. Lastly, the reliance on self-reported data may introduce bias, as some students may underreport or over report their use of slang.
5.6 Suggestions for Further Studies
1. A comparative study between public and private school students on the influence of music slang on academic language.
2. Investigation into the effects of pop culture slang on students’ writing skills and formal grammar.
3. Studies exploring the influence of music slang on other Nigerian languages and its impact on multilingual communication.
These suggestions will not only broaden the understanding of how slang influences language use across different contexts, but will also provide more comprehensive insights that can inform teachers, curriculum developers, and policy makers on effective ways of addressing the challenges posed by popular culture on formal language learning.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION ILORIN
INFLUENCE OF YORUBA POP MUSIC SLANG ON STUDENTS SPOKEN ENGLISH IN SELECTED SECONDARY SCHOOL WITHIN ILORIN METROPOLIS
Dear students,
The questionnaire is designed to obtain your view on the influence of Yoruba pop music slide of students spoken English and selected secondary schools within in Ilorin metropolis (A case study of Kwara State College of Education)
Your participation in this study is entirely voluntary, and your identity will remain anonymous. All information you provide will be kept confidential and used strictly for academic purposes.
You have the right to skip any question or withdraw at any time. Your response will contribute greatly to the success of this project.
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.			
								     Yours Faithfully

								Agoro Racheal Ayomikun
[bookmark: _Hlk207056663]Section A
Personal information
1. Name of school : ………………………………………………………
2. Sex:      Male ( )      Female ( )
Section B
For each statement below, please mark (✓) the option that best reflects your opinion, using the following scale:
Yes ✓
No ✓
SA  = Strongly Agree
A    = Agree
D   = Disagree
SD = Strongly Disagree



QUESTIONS:
1. Do you listen to Yoruba pop music? Yes [ ] No [ ]
2. Which of these Yoruba pop music slang terms do you use most often? (Tick as many as apply)
 - Sọ̀rọ̀ Sókè [ ]    
 - Má fọ́ [ ]
 - Wàhálà bíi like [ ]
 - Gbẹ Body [ ]
 - Jàiyé [ ]
 - Ṣọ́pẹ́ Pọ̀r [ ]
3. How often do you use Yoruba pop music slang in conversations?
 A. Always [ ] B. Often [ ] C. Sometimes [ ] D. Never [ ]
4. Where do you mostly encounter Yoruba pop music slang?
 A. Music lyrics [ ] B. Friends/Peers [ ] C. Social media (TikTok, Instagram, WhatsApp, etc.) [ ]

5. Why do you use slang?
 A. It’s fun/trendy [ ] B. My friends use it [ ]
 C. I heard it in music [ ] D. I don’t know [ ]
6. Do you use Yoruba slang when speaking in school?
 Yes [ ] No [ ]
7. Do you mix Yoruba slang with English when talking to your teachers?
 Yes [ ] No [ ]
8. Has your teacher ever corrected you for using slang in speech?
 Yes [ ] No [ ]

	SN
	ITEM
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	9
		



	I regularly listen to Yoruba pop music.



	
	
	
	

	10
	Yoruba pop music introduces me to new slang expressions.
	
	
	
	

	11
	Using slang makes me feel trendy and accepted among peers.
	
	
	
	

	12
	I sometimes find myself using slang unconsciously in formal situations.
	
	
	
	

	13
	Yoruba pop music slang influences the way I speak English.
	
	
	
	

	14
	Teachers have corrected me for using slang in my speech.
	
	
	
	

	15
	I believe using slang reduces my fluency in Standard English.
	
	
	
	

	16
	I mix Yoruba slang with English when speaking with classmates.
	
	
	
	

	17
	Yoruba pop music slang improves my creativity in communication.
	
	
	
	

	18
		



	Slang from music makes it difficult for me to express myself in proper English.



	
	
	
	

	19
	My friends influence me to use slang more often.
	
	
	
	

	11
	Slang expressions distract me from learning correct English usage
	
	
	
	

	12
	The use of Yoruba music slang should be minimized in order to improve students’ spoken English.
	
	
	
	




Interview Questions for Teachers
1. What is your professional background, and for how long have you been teaching English Language at this school?
2. In your experience, have you noticed a change in the way students speak English in the classroom over the past few years?
3. Are you familiar with Yoruba pop music and the slang terms that come from it, such as "soro soke," "mafo," "wahala be like," etc.?
4. Do you often hear students using these slang terms during class discussions, oral presentations, or informal conversations?
5. In what specific ways do you observe these slangs affecting students’ spoken English, particularly concerning their pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar?
6. How do you typically address or correct a student who uses slang during a formal academic setting, and what are the students' reactions to this correction?
7. Do you believe the use of this slang contributes to a "loss of standard vocabulary" or a decline in students' ability to switch between informal and formal registers?
8. In your opinion, what are the primary reasons why students use these slangs so frequently? Do you think it is more about peer pressure, cultural identity, or media influence?
9. From your perspective as an educator, what are the long-term implications of this linguistic trend on students' academic performance and future career prospects?
10. What recommendations would you suggest for schools and parents to help students maintain a balance between their cultural linguistic expressions and the mastery of Standard English?
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