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Abstract
This study investigates the problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry in selected senior secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. A total of 100 students and 10 English language teachers from five secondary schools participated in the study. Data were collected through questionnaires and analyzed using simple percentage methods. Findings reveal that major challenges include inadequate qualified teachers, insufficient instructional materials, poorly stocked school libraries, lack of improvisation of teaching aids by teachers, and low student interest in poetry. The study concludes that these factors significantly hinder effective poetry instruction and learning. Recommendations include employing more qualified teachers, providing adequate teaching resources, improving teacher professional development, and enhancing library facilities to foster student engagement and improve learning outcomes in poetry.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Literature in English is a very vital aspect of language in which poetry is a branch. The subject literature in English comprises of three genres which are: drama, prose and poetry. This research project tends to focus its attention on poetry aspect. Poetry (from the Greek poises “a making”) is a form of literary art in which language is used for its aesthetic and evocative qualities in addition to its apparent meaning. Poetry may be written independently, as discrete poems, or may occur in conjunction with other art, as in poetic drama, hymns, lyric or prose poetry.
Poetry often uses particular forms and conventions to suggest alternative meanings in the words or to evoke emotional or sensual responses. Device such as assonance, alliteration, onomatopoeia and rhythm are sometimes used to achieve musical or incantatory effects. The use of ambiguity, symbolism, irony and other stylistic elements of poetic diction often leave a poem to multiple interpretations. Some forms of poetry are specific to particular culture and genres, responding to the characteristics of the language in which the poet write. While readers accustomed to identifying poetry with Dante, Goethe and Rumi may think of it as being written in rhyming lines and regular meter. There are traditions such as Biblical poetry that use other approaches to achieve rhythm and euphony itself. In todays globalize world, poets often borrow styles, techniques and forms diverse cultures and languages.
Great poems differ from others exactly because of these, since their words invoke thoughts and powerful feelings in the listener or reader some poets, like the (Hungarian, Jozsef Attila) wrote exceptional poems with words combined in sentence that achieve meaning greater than the sum of the meanings of the words. Some of these became saying in everyday language across time and culture, the meanings of the word change and make it difficult to enjoy the original beauty and power of poems. Poetry as an art form may predate literacy (1700-1200BC) and Zoroaster's Gathas (1200-1900BC) to the odyssey (800-675BC) appear to have been composed in poetic form to aid memorization in pre-historic and ancient societies. Poetry appears among the earlier records of most literature cultures with poetic fragments found on earlier monoliths, runes tones and stake. The effort of ancient thinkers to have to determine what makes poetry distinctive as a form and what distinguishes good poetry from bad resulted in "poetics" the study of aesthetic of poetry.
The polish historian of aesthetic, Wladyslaw Tatarkiewicz (1975) in a paper on "The Concept of Poetry" traces the evaluation of what is in the fact two couples poetry. Tatakiewicz points out that the term is applied to different things that as the poet Paul Valey observed "at a certain point find out union poetry is an art based on language". But poetry also has a more general meaning, poetry expresses a certain state of mind. According to Robinson D. (1990), in marxicism, ideology and myths in the western traditions, classical thinkers employed classification as a way to define and asses the quality of poetry. Notably, the exiting fragments of Aristotle's poetry describe three genres of poetry which are: The Epic, The Comic and The Tragic, and develop rules to distinguish the highest quality poetry in each genre, based on the underlying purpose of the genre: Epic poetry, lyric poetry and dramatic poetry treating comedy and tragedy and sub-genres of dramatic poetry.
Poetry is also about Conciseness, echoes and resonances. A poem can suggest things by putting two words near to each other or giving a thought provoking image. It does not have to spell things out, in fact, it does better not to. Serious modern poetry is written by and for well educated, highly literate people. The vocabulary used is deliberately unusual so as to force the reader to think about what is being described.
Statement of the Problem
The problem confronting the teaching and learning of poetry in Senior Secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area Kwara State are as follows: Assessment of Lack of instructional materials, Students lack of interest in learning poetry, Students poor performance in poetry, Lack of library in most Secondary schools, Teachers' poor qualification and Lack of relevant materials and textbooks for learning poetry in the library.
This research intends to fill all the above stated problems and help in implementing the various sections of materials and aids to make the teaching and learning effective and simple in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Kwara State.
Purpose of the Study
The general purpose of the study aimed to examine the problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry in Secondary schools, in Ilorin West Local Government Area or Kwara State. In specific terms, the study aimed to find out:
1. The problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry based on availability and the use of instructional materials.
2. The problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry based on students interest and gender.
3. The problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry  based qualification and competency. 
4. The problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry based on lack library.  

Research Questions.
The following research questions are raised to guide the study:
1. Are there problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry based on instructional materials use? 
2. Are there problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry based on students interests and gender?
3. Are there problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry based on teachers qualification and competency?   
4. Are there problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry based on lack of library in secondary schools?
Research Hypotheses
The following research hypotheses are tested in the study:
HO1: There is no significant difference in the teaching and the use of instructional materials 
HO2: There is no significant difference in the teaching and learning of poetry base on students interest and gender. 
 HO3: There is no significant difference in the teaching and learning of poetry based on teachers qualification and competence. 
HO4: There is no significant difference in the teaching and learning of poetry based on use of library.  
Scope of the Study
The study was limited to the investigation into problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry among secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The population for the study comprises one hundred (100) respondents randomly selected from five (5) secondary schools in llorin West Local Government Kwara State.
Significance of the Study
The research in tends to build teachers to be fountain of knowledge in any type of poetry being thought in secondary schools. Also, the study would enhance students performance on poetry in secondary schools. The findings will assist English language teachers towards effective teaching of poetry in secondary schools.
The findings also will bring students closer to accurate and effective learning of poetry in secondary schools. It will enhance teacher's ability to go further on the metaphysical thinking and knowledge of poetry scheme in secondary schools. It helps curriculum developers towards the formulation of strategies for effective teaching and learning or poetry in secondary schools.
The findings tend to unveil unpleasant and unaesthetic thinking on poetry over decades and bring it aesthetic nearer to the students in secondary schools. It tends to benefit the teachers who are just practicing the teaching of poetry and benefits the novice learners who are just learning poetry at the first stage in secondary schools.
Operational Definition of Terms
These are the operational terms used in the research work and their definitions:
Problem: are contrains against the effectiveness workability of a certain work that affecting teaching and learning of poetry in secondary schools.
Poetry: This is a genre of literature written in a specialized language or style to express a deep feeling that cannot be well expressed in an ordinary writing.
Teaching: This refers to the process of impacting knowledge to people or learners.
Learning: This is the process of acquiring knowledge..


CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter is concerned with description of works of several scholars on poetry in secondary schools as organized under the following sub-headings:
1. Meaning, Nature and scope of Literature
2. Meaning, nature and scope of Poetry
3. Problems of Teaching and Learning of Poetry in Secondary Schools
4. Appraisal of the literature reviewed
Meaning, Nature and Scope of Literature
The definition of literature, in the attempt to define or give the meaning of the term "Literature" one can distinguish between two general directions a broad and a narrow definition. The broad definition incorporates everything that has been written down in some form or another (that is) all the written manifestations of a culture hence, there are terms such as “Research literature” “The literature on civil rights.” Needless to say that such a broad definition is problematic assit does not really facilitate communication about the topic.
Furthermore, this   concept attempt to come up with an arrow definition have, however, led to such diversity of  approaches that one can hardly talk about the narrow definitions of literature. Since the narrow and broad definitions of literature cannot just be followed as they are problematic and does not really facilitate Communication about literature.
  	 According to Pollanen (1997) which says that ‘literature refers to published writings in a particular style on a particular subject. The term is also used to show if the item has been published in a book, catalog raisonne, museum exhibition or news letter. This definition is quite interesting yet narrow in scope. It holds that literature is any form of writing, of course agreeing with the ones discussed above and the etymological meaning of the word literature.
According  to  McFadden (1978) I should say, then, that literature is a canon which consists of those works in language by which a community defines itself through the course of its history. It includes works primarily artistic and also those whose aesthetic qualities are only secondary. The self-defining activity of the community is conducted in the light of the works, as its members have come to read them (or concretize them).
   According to Moody (1972) Literature springs from our in born love of telling a story, of arranging words in pleasing patterns, of expression in words some special aspects of our human experience.
According to Meyer (1997) the concept of Literature could be described as: "written texts that are marked by careful use of language, including features such as creative metaphors, well-turned phrases, elegant syntax, rhyme, alliteration, meter are in a literary genre (poetry, prose fiction, or drama) and are read aesthetically as intended by the author and also contain many weak Implicatures (which are deliberately somewhat open in interpretation)".
According to Scylar(1998:83) defines literature as “any writing on a subject the body of published work concerned with a particular subject.”
According to Encarta (2009) which says that Literature is the use of well-chosen words to tell a story through narrative, involving characters in conflict, or to express an emotion or idea through artfully arranged images.
According to Hancock (2006) also defines literature as being written works of fiction and non-fiction in which compositional excellence and advancement in the art of writing are higher priorities than are considerations of profit or commercial appeal. 
According to Hancock (2006) who believe that literature is a body of written works: the body of written works of a culture, language, people or a period of time. This definition means that literature is something that is written and excludes possibilities of oral literature. One’s analysis of this definition further shows that historical facts that exists in written form qualify to be called literature. To this end, one can assume that a history text book about the history of Europe is literature. While this may be accepted as true following the original meaning of the word ‘litera’, it is important to note that this definition has an number of flaws. As earlier eluded, it excludes orature which is a weakness on its part. Secondly, it is common knowledge today that literature follows certain basic elements. For example, the language used in literature is poetic, hightened and very tense. In this view, a mathematical text book cannot be described as being literature. On can argue that 2x+4y does not express any language worth calling as literature.
According to Bwalya .L (2006) the term literature is a Latin Word "litera" which means writing. From this background, it is believed that literature is anything that is written. But hence, this definition has recently faced a lot of criticism because some scholars believe that a piece of art does not need to be written for it to be called literature. Encarta (2009) says that literature is the use of well chosen words to tell a story through narrative, involving characters in conflict, or to express an emotion or idea through artfully arranged images.
In addition, literature is literally “an acquaintance with letters” as in the first sense given in the oxford English Dictionary (from the latin litera meaning ‘an individual character (letter). The term has generally come to identify a collection of texts. The word ‘literature’ as a common noun can refer to any form of writing, such as essays or poetry. ‘Literature as a proper noun refers to a whole body of literally work, worldwide or relating to a specific culture (Wikipedia, 2008).
Kafimbwa (2005) argues that the difficulty in defining literature lies in the fact that literature exists in many forms. Therefore, scholars have failed to come up with one definition that will embrace all the types of literature in their varying forms and degrees.
Wikipedia (2009) provide evidence this argument by mentioning the various forms of literature. Some types of literature are poetry, short stories, songs, novels, folktales and essays. Within each of these types or forms there are different genres. In poetry these genres include epics (Stephen Vincent Benet’s John Brown’s Body), lyrics (Robert Frost’s “Birches”), and dramatic monologues (T. S. Eliot’s “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”). Fiction genres include the psychological (Virginia Woolf’s To the Lighthouse), naturalistic (Theodore Dreiser’s Sister Carrie), and proletarian (John Steinbeck’s In Dubious Battle). Some essay genres are the personal and the informative; famous essayists include Ralph Waldo Emerson, who penned “Self-Reliance,” and E. M. Forster, who wrote Two Cheers for Democracy.
The existence of the different types of literature have made it difficult for scholars to come up with one working definitions for literature. Each of the definitions that exist now all have deficiencies. This is so because the body of literature is wide, has many forms. Literature exists both in written and oral form. Any definition that may be deemed who listic is one that will embrace all the genres, forms in their varying degrees.
From all the above definitions of literature by different scholars of literatures, even though literature does not have a specific definition, those given and acceptable ones were being criticized as literature is not basically on written only but also a work of art. The congregational definitions of authors on literature is regarded as the mirror of life and window through which the people mind were captivated and shows the picture of life in which they live through reading and acting.
This definition had been laid down from generations to generations and other definitions were basically extracted from it, which indicates that literature does not have a specific definitions but series of definition which entangled different view of different scholars.
Meaning, Nature and Scope of Poetry
According to William Wordsworth (1992) poetry is defined from many literary forms which man has given rhythmic expression to this, most imaginative and intense perception of him and his universe from the great word "poem" (meaning tomake). Poetry means writing experience in words, so chosen and arranged that they create an intense emotional response through the union of theme, language, sound and rhythm, poetry is older than history.
The earliest expression of primitive people and tribal ceremonies long before the knowledge of writing poetry was first associated with music and dance, early people used poetry to chronicle great event in their history, and it is both the element form for human communication and the most sophisticated.
Despite its folk origin and its attempt to employ the language of a common man, poetry is always consciously made. It is also rhythmic through the type of rhythm its uses varies from culture to culture and age to age. Its subject matter and tones are seemingly limitless and its meaning is as much as functions of how something is said as what is said poetry attempt to express or communicate some aspect of experience through analog and metaphor.
Ultimately, every metaphor is a little poem and a device for communication or pre-arrangement of metaphor in conscious design (inter Baart 1990). James (1990) also stressed that poetry differs from prose on several significant respect. Both may enjoy the same subject matter and attempt to evoke the same emotions, but poetry usually is more intense, less direct, more suggestive and more ambiguous. Both poetry and prose have rhythm, but the rhythm in poetry is more marked, regularly and also is essentially full of imagery. Attempt to define poetry has been numerous, same Johnson (1981) defined poetry as an art of unity pleasures of calling imagination to the help of reason.
Edger (1990) described poetry as the rhythmical creations of beauty. Robinson (1907) sees poetry as language that tells one through a more or less emotional reaction. Thomas Hardy defines poetry as emotion put into measure, therefore cannot be acquired by art. William Wordsworth (1992) also defines poetry as the spontaneous over flow of powerful feelings. It takes its origin from emotion recollect in tranquility. Therefore, poetry is the form of writing stimulated by emotion expressing deep feelings that cannot be well expressed in an ordinary writing, so poetry is either sung or chanted. The salutation poetry songs or chants aim at exhorting one's qualities and boasting one's pride and ego.
Technical Element of Poetry
Although, all forms of poetry are a premium on certain technical aspect of the use of language, there is no single pattern that is essential to poetic expression. The study of the technical element of poetry according to William Wordsworth(1990) includes the following
Rhythm: This is the most fundamental technical of poetry. Itis established by the regular or almost regular occurrence of similar unit of a pattern fund. That is to say, rhythm, emphasis is laid on the beats and sounds that are made use of in a work of art. There are three basic kinds of rhythm namely: quantitative rhythm, syllabic and accentual rhythm. In quantitative rhythm, it is determined by the unit and length of time. It takes to utter a syllable with regular succession of long and short syllables. Accentual rhythm has to do with the occurrence of a stressed or accented syllables whether stressed or unstressed is fixed in line or even in an entire poem, though the pleasant may vary.
Meter: This has to do with the rhythmic units called fect. Unstressed syllable and stressed syllables therefore is used to describe a meter.
Imagery: Another essential element of poetry is imagery. Imagery is verbal representation of a sensory experience of an object that can be known through the series. Imagery is an abstract concept which is formed in someone's mind. Imagery therefore, is a portion of the essence of the meaning of a poem not merely decoration. Imagery may either be literal or figurative. A literal imagery does not require change or extension in the clear meaning of words. That is to say the meaning goes beyond what is written down.
Types of Poetry
There are sets of poetry in literature in English. The following are some types of poetry:
An Epic: This is a long and elaborate poem with a serious purpose. The main message is to comment on heroes or heroine of a particular country. A good example of this poetry type can be drawn from a poem of John Milton" Paradise lost".
Lyric: This is a short and musical poem which is meant for the music of lyre. The idea in lyrics are usually simple and straight forward by the poetic language used which can be extremely varied and it is rich and beautiful which expresses in intense personal feelings.
Lullaby: This is a type of poetry which is used to keep a crying child to sleep. This kind of song actually introduces the child who cannot speak or who does not understand the meaning of the wording of the songs react to its performance by keeping quiet straight to sleep.
Ode: This type of a poem 1s a meditative one. Ode is used to address some people or something. Example of ode can be drawn from the poetry of John Keat e.g "Ode to a Nightmare"
Ballads: These are narrative poems composed by ordinary people rather than a poet. Ballad is usually sung during the village festival. One of the qualities of the poem is that, it is not written down and it is passed down from a generation to another generation.
Traditional poetry: It is a poem written in local languages which is later translated into an official language (English languages). A good example of this poetry can be is "Salute to the elephant". The poem was formerly written in Yoruba language, but later translated into an official which is English language. One of the characteristics of the poem is that it is usually anonymously written.
Elergy/Dirge: This is a type of poetry that is used to mourn or wail for the deceased. That is, a poem of lamentation on a dead person. An example of elergy is a poem of William Wordsworth "A slumber did my spirit seal" and that of Thomas Gray titled "Elergy written in the country church yard".
Heroic poetry: This is a song composed in celebration on the heroic qualities of some leaders who have done a wonderful and unforgettable pleasant job in the society and such poetry may be dedicated to both living and the dead person according to Ayodele (1975).
Oral poetry: It is regarded as an occupational poetry which takes care of various aspects of occupation for instance; hunters in the bush have their dogs, farmers. Men and women have their songs to praise their occupation as a benefitting one and to advertise their products and waves.
Religious poetry: This poem includes all forms of ritual and religious praises and adoration used to invoke the Almighty God and other supernatural powers, including the animate and inanimate objects. Offerings are also referenced in religious poetry. This includes the oral songs and chants directed at any aspect of African religious worship.
Funeral poetry: It is used to pass deep feeling of a king or loss which can be performed during the actual rites of burial and at remembrance ceremonies of a person who is dead.
Under this, we have incantation which is purely meant for the spirit of metaphysical power. They are usually employee as enforcing power on various wishers and aspirations compose therein. It is believed that whatever wish is accompanied with an incantation come to pass. These poetic compositions clearly demonstrate the true metaphysical and magical prowess(valour) of African.
All these traditional and oral poetries consist the entire literary element one could find in the writer's poetry otherwise, the poetry has no meaning without critical elements which makes due explication of poetry easier, such elements includes: Imagery, plot, theme, figures of speech etc. Unlike in the past when poetry are songs or recitations which does not make learners have possession of theme except the elders in the society who are fully in control of the words. Nowadays various writers have put up their pens to compose poems and can virtually reach all 1learners at various places and which they can read for their enjoyment or academic a different level of education.
However, the oral traditional poetry is still going on alongside with the modern written poetry. Few of the African writers who still go alongside traditional poetry and modern poetry are as follows: Professor Oluwole Soyinka Nigeria, Professor Chinua Achebe Nigeria, Me Cere Mugo - Kenya, James Ngugi Wa'thiongo Kenya, Christopher Okigbo - Nigeria, Oswald Mitshali -South Africa, Alex Leguma - South Africa, Lenrie Peter - Gambia, Kenneth Kauda - Zambia, Ayi Kwei Armah – Ghana And many others.
Aims and Objectives of Poetry
The aims of teaching poetry in secondary schools cannot be over emphasized, it is taught for the following reasons:
1. To continue the development of students communication skill in English.
2. To develop the activities of respondents to the different genres of literature as a work of art.
3. To promote the knowledge and understanding of different cultures.
4. To equip the students with the English language skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing at all level.
5. To deepen student's sensitivity to language since it provides some of the best example of English language in use.
6. To develop the skills in English as a tool for other subjects in the curriculum.
7. To develop their aesthetic sense and create love for English poetry.
8. To enable them to understand the thought and imagination contained in the poem.
9. To appreciate the rhyme and rhythm and style of the poem.
10. To lay the foundation for the appreciation of beauty of language and sheers pleasure and its enjoyment.
Problems of Teaching and Learning of Poetry
The way Nigerian child speaks English language and learn poetry differs from one another, not many students come from homes or environment where English is their medium of communication, for this reason, they encounter a lot of difficulties in mastering poetry. Their inability to master English language is therefore an automatic carryover of the knowledge deficiency to another discipline such as poetry. English language is also an essential vehicle to almost all other subjects taught in schools.
Adewumi (2000) stressed that multilingualism in Nigeria is a problem in teaching and learning of poetry inliterature in English, and hence, constitute a cause in student’s poor performance in poetry.
Adewole (1991) examined from a psychological perspective, the possible causes and remedies of the phenomenon: This includes;
1. Physical environment, poor inter-personal relationship and inadequate curricular.
2. The family which include the nature of discipline, family relationship available resources and level of conjunction stimulation.
3. The society which include unequal distribution of resources, social class difference and inadequacies on the education system.
4. The child which include physical and health factors, truancy lack of basic cognitive skills, lack of necessary background skills and knowledge and deficient examination strategies.
On remediation, Ademola (1995) stressed that it is relatively straight forward when it involves taking corrective measures. When, however, the factor in questions is a deep-seated psychological factor, then appropriate strategies must be used. Duntoye (1996) explained that the teaching of English in our institution is confronted with inadequate personnel to man the business of teaching English language, which means that there are no enough qualified teachers to teach the various aspects of the such as poetry for instance. Babs Fafunwa (1980) opined that for teaching to be sufficient and motivated, some English language were to be examined.
Teachers who were pushed through the teaching program to obtain the teaching grade two, N.C.E, have been teaching in both primary and secondary schools without a broad based education, the teacher therefore, have little to offer. Maduam (1991) criticized that the practice of employing every Nick and Harry into the teaching profession. He argued that a situation where teachers in the country are selected from among the failures would obviously enthrone mediocrity in the educational system. He however, cautioned that, it's a national suicide for any nation to have its best brain to design bridges and construct high ways, cure the sick, formulate and interpret laws its poorest brain educate its youths.
The teachers are the builders of tomorrow; poor grade two teachers colleges in Oyo state then, none had a language laboratory. They only had radio cassettes, tape recorders for oral English and poetry teaching purpose, this has seriously affected the performance of students both in secondary schools and tertiary institutions. However, under sociolinguistics and social cultural approach, it is apparent that, in order to improve a teacher and learner's spoken English, there must be more and adequate exposure to the pronunciation model of English.
One area, which is important in Nigerian schools education but which unfortunately had been constantly neglected is the development of an effective school library system. Most of the schools have no good library to facilitate and implements the teaching of poetry and other aspect of English language. The fact was supported by Afolayan (1991)when he comments on the nature of the environment in which teaching is done in secondary schools. He declared that most of the classrooms where crowded beyond capacity and in some areas, there are no classroom at all. He also pointed out that existing liberties have no relevant textbooks.
Students' interest and attitude is another factor affecting the teaching and learning of poetry on students' interest and attitude toward learning of poetry. William Wordsworth (1990) observed that the greatest single problem with the teaching and learning of English language and poetry was lack of interest by the students. They feel reluctant to go for English language classes, since they have believed they cannot pass it. This belief reduces students' interest in the class.
Adeniyi (2000) recommended that for students to have interest in reading and printed materials including poems, novels short stories periodical etc reading of such materials would help students to improve their reading skills as well as vocabularies.
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
From the work of several scholars reviewed, poetry has to be observed as the term for many literary forms which has-been given rhythmic expression to its most imaginative and intense perception of itself and its universe.
Difference exist between poetry and prose, in this case, both may employ the same subject however poetry is usually more intense, less direct, more Suggestive and more ambiguous. The technical elements of poetry include: rhythm, meter, sound structure and imagery. Indeed, poetry is one of the most creative forms of expression. It is language at most meaningful, language carefully shaped and crafted into its most perfect form. Poetry encompasses all forms of human experience from the simplest to the most intimate and complex. It speaks at once to the intellectual and the “ordinary" man, the adult and the child. To imagine that poetry deals only with great experiences and great people is to greatly undervalue poetry.
From the opinion of several scholars, the factors affecting teaching of poetry in secondary schools include: students ‘background, qualities of talking, availability of materials and students interest.
Therefore, this review, attempt to examine closely some of the methods that have been used in the teaching of poetry in secondary schools up to recent times and the suggestions that have been made to improve the status of poetry in schools and to help students to enjoy poetry.









CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter is concerned with the description of the method to be adopted in executing the study under the following sub-headings:
a. Research Design
b. Population of the study
c. Sample and sampling techniques
d. Instrumentation
e. Reliability of the Instrument
f. Administration of the instrument
g. Procedure for Data Collection
h. Data Analysis Techniques
Research Design
             Research design is the framework of research methods and techniques chosen by a researcher to conduct a study. The design allows researchers to sharpen the research methods suitable for the subject matter and set up their studies for success.
              A description approach was made use of or adopted for the study. Description approach according to Azuka (2001) is the basis for all types of research in assessing the situation as a pre-requisite to inference generalization. Durosard (1999)also emphasized that descriptive survey method enables the research to obtain the opinion of the target population in order to find perceptions of the target (entire population). It is an effective way of collecting data from a large number of sources.

Population of the study
The population for the study comprised all secondary school’s English language students' in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. However, the target population were students and teachers of selected secondary schools within the region. 
Sample and sample techniques
	Simple random technique was used in selecting five (5) schools which spreed across  the Ilorin  West LGA, Kwara State. Also,  simple random sampling was employed to pick twenty (20) Senior Secondary School Students from each of the five sampled schools. One hundred (100) school students were used as research subject in the study.  
a. Government High School, Ilorin
b. Queen Elizabeth Secondary School, Ilorin
c. Government Girls Day Secondary School, Ilorin
d. Government Secondary School Adeta, Ilorin
e. Government Day Secondary School, Ilorin
Instrumentation
A researcher designed questionnaire was used as an instrument for the study. The questionnaire consisted of two sections (A and B)
Section "A":deal with respondent's personal data
Section "B": consisted of question items, relating to problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry.
Validity of the Instrument
            Validity is often defined as the extent to which an instrument measures what it asserts to measure [Blumberg et al., 2005]. Validity of a research instrument assesses the extent to which the instrument measures what it is designed to measure (Robson, 2011). It is the degree to which the results are truthful.
Validity is the extent to which an instrument measures what it is supposed to measure and performs as it is designed to perform. It is rare, if nearly ..
               Validity has to do with whether the instrument is measuring what it is intended to measure. Empirical evidence that PROs measure the domains of interest .
The validity of the instrument was established using content and face validity. In this study some copies of the questionnaire were made available to some educational experts for proper scrutiny, a copy was given to the supervisor for approval after necessary corrections have been carried out. The corrected questionnaire was typed out and administered to the respondents.
Reliability of the Instrument
The reliability of the instrument was established by tester-test method. In this study, one hundred (100) copies of the questionnaire were administered on representative sample twice within two weeks. The two scores were correlated using Pearson product movement co-efficient method. There suit indicated that the instrument was reliable.
Procedure for Data collection
	The data for the study were collated through personal contact during which each of the respondents was served, while the completed ones were collected immediately for analysis.   



CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSISS
Introduction
This chapter deals with the analysis of items on the questionnaire designed and administered for the purpose of getting reliable information on the problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry in senior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
The data was analyzed according to the items in two sections of the research questionnaire. The detailed analyzes are represented one after the other in tables as follows:
Data Analysis
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents (Students) by Sex
	Sex
	Number of Students
	Percentage %

	Male
	46
	46%

	Female
	54
	54%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field survey 2025
The table above shows that 46% of the respondents were males and 54% were females which make the total of one hundred (100) respondents.
Research Question 1:
Are there problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry based on instructional materials use?
	S/N
	Items
	No of Yes
	%
	No of No
	%
	Total 

	1.
	Does the school provide the students and teachers with necessary materials or aids for teaching and learning?  
	37
	37%
	63
	63%
	100%

	2.
	Do teachers improvise some of the teaching aids/materials on their own when necessary?
	28
	28%
	72
	72%
	100%


Source: Field survey 2025
The table above shows that 37% of the respondents indicates that the school provides the students and teachers with necessary materials or aids for teaching and learning while 63% of the respondents indicates that the school does not provide the students and the teachers with necessary materials or aids for teaching and learning which states that instructional is one of the problems of teaching and learning of poetry.
The table above shows that 70% of the respondents of the(teachers) were B.A Degree holders while 30% of the respondents were B.Ed. Degree holders which means the qualification of teachers affect the teaching and learning of poetry.
Research Question 2: 
Are there problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry based on students interests and gender?
	S/N
	Items
	No of Yes
	%
	No of No
	%
	Total 

	5. 
	Do you respond positively to new teachers teaching you poetry than an old teacher? 
	72
	72%
	28
	28%
	100%

	6.
	Is poetry an interesting subject 
	37
	37%
	63
	63%
	100%

	7.
	Does reading of poetry texts increase your spirit of reading 
	46
	46%
	54
	54%
	100%

	8.
	Does poetry have positive effect on learning of English language?   
	26
	26%
	74
	74%
	100%


Source: Field survey 2025
The table above shows that 20% of the respondents who are males likes poetry and attend poetry class while the 80%of the male respondents did not like poetry and does not attend poetry class. The 72% of the female respondents indicate they likes poetry and attend poetry class while 28% of them collectively did not like nor attend poetry class; the above table shows female students likes poetry than male.
Research Question 3:
Are there problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry based on teachers qualification and competency?
	Qualification
	Number of Students
	Percentage %

	B.A. Degree
	7
	70%

	B. Ed. Degree
	3
	30%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field survey 2025
The table above shows that 70% of the respondents of the(teachers) were B.A Degree holders while 30% of the respondents were B.Ed. Degree holders which means the qualification of teachers affect the teaching and learning of poetry.
Research Question 4:
Are there problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry based on lack of library in secondary schools?
	S/N
	Items
	No of Yes
	%
	No of No
	%
	Total 

	8.
	Do you have relevant textbooks for learning poetry in your school?    
	32
	32%
	68
	68%
	100%

	9.
	Do you have a library in your school?
	46
	46%
	54
	54%
	100%

	10.
	Do you use library in your school? 
	26
	26%
	74
	74%
	100%


Source: Field survey 2025
The above table shows that (46%) of the respondents indicates that there is library in their school while 54%indicates that there is no library in their school, 32% of the respondents indicates that there are relevant textbooks in their libraries while 68% of the respondents indicates there is no relevant textbooks in their libraries, 26% shows they use the library always while 74% indicate that they do not use the library always.
Discussion of Results
From the study carryout in research question 1, the table shows that 7 (70%) out of 10 teachers are B.A. Degree holders while 3 (30%) are B.Ed. Degree holders which implies that the qualifications of teachers affect the teaching and learning or poetry. The result is similar to William (1980) in which he observed that the availability of qualified teachers ensure students' interest and performance in poetry in school.
Also, in table 2, shows that 37 (37%) of the respondents accept that the school. Provides the students and the teachers with necessary materials/aids for teaching and learning of poetry while 63 (63%) indicate that the school does not provide the teachers and the learners with the necessary materials for teaching and learning of poetry. 28 (28%) of the respondents show that teachers improvise some of teaching/learning aids/materials on their own when necessary while 72 (72%)indicate that teachers do not improvise teaching/learning materials on their own when necessary, which means the availability and the use of instructional materials makes the teaching and learning of poetry effective. It also implies that most teachers do not use instructional materials when teaching poetry. This result is in accordance to Edger (1970) in which he stated that relevant materials e.g textbooks etc enhance teaching and learning of poetry.
The third table shows that 46 (46%) indicate that there are libraries in their school while 54 (54%) indicate that there is no library in their school. 32 (32%) indicate that there are relevant textbooks in their libraries while 68 (68%) indicate that there are no relevant textbooks in their libraries, 26 (26%)indicate that they use library often while 74 (74%) indicate that they do not use library always, which means that some schools have no library, the schools that have libraries have no relevant textbooks and students do not visit the library regularly. It implies that the availability and the use of school library affect the teaching and learning of poetry. This is similar to James (1990) which observed that the availability of a well equipped library enhances teaching and learning of poetry in secondary schools.
Finally, table 4 shows that 20% who are male students indicate that they like poetry and attend poetry class while 80% of the remaining male indicate they did not like poetry nor attend the class. 72% of the female students indicate they like poetry and attend the class while 28% of the collective female students indicate they do not likes poetry nor attend poetry class. This means that most students who like poetry in senior secondary schools are females, it shows that student gender interest in learning poetry make the teaching and learning of poetry effective in accordance with Ocho (1990) in which he observed that students positive attitude towards learning would ensure effective teaching activities in schools.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
INTRODUCTION
This stage was based on;
1. Summary of the Study
2. Conclusion of the Study
3. Implication of the Study
4. Recommendation of the Study
5. Limitation of the Study 
Summary
The study investigated problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry in some selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The samples for the study were one hundred (100) respondents randomly selected from five secondary schools. Ten (10)English language teachers and one hundred (100) students served as respondents for the study. Twenty (20) respondents were chosen from each school.
Simple percentage method was adopted to analyze the data gathered from the questionnaire distributed. The study gave the following results:
Availability and the use of instructional materials affect the teaching and learning of poetry. Students' interest in learning poetry affects the teaching and learning of poetry. Qualifications of teachers affect the teaching and learning of poetry. Availability and the use of a well-stocked library make the teaching and learning of poetry effective.
Conclusion
From the results, it can be concluded that the problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry in some selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State include:
1. Non-availability of qualified teachers
2. Inadequate teaching and learning materials
3. Inadequate stocked school library
4. Lack of improvisation of the teaching materials on the part of the teachers.
5. Lack of interest on the part of the learners(students).
Implication of the Study
1. To encourage teachers and students to be terminal on how to tackle the problems confronting teaching and learning of poetry in Ilorin West L.G.A.
2. To make teachers and student to be aware of the problem confronting teaching and learning of poetry in Ilorin West Local Government. 
3. To encourage teachers, school heads to enlighten students and teachers to exhibit a positive attitude towards the problems confronting teaching and learning of poetry in Ilorin West Local Government.
Limitation of the Study 
This study is limited to some selected secondary schools students and teachers in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State due to time and financial constraints. 
Recommendations
Problems confronting the teaching and learning of poetry in some selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local in Government Area of Kwara State can be eradicated through the following recommendations:
1. Employment of adequate qualified teachers of poetry is essential to complement the effort of the existing ones.
2. The teachers should be provided with relevant teaching/learning materials to ensure effective teaching and learning of poetry.
3. Quality teaching methods should be adopted by the teachers so as to enhance students' interest in poetry.
4. The teachers should be provided with opportunity to attend seminars, conference, and workshops to improve on their professional competence.
5. The school library should be well stocked with useful materials such as novels, anthologies and others so as to attract the learning desire of the students.
6. Periodic supervision of teachers is very important to enhance their intellectual development in the subject and performance in the schools.
Finally, the teachers should be taught how to get across to students some abstract concepts in poetry to make way for better understanding of the subject.
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
Surdents Variable Questionnaire (SVQ)
Dear Respondent,
This questionnaire is designed to obtain your view on the above subject matter. You are therefore, requested to provide answers to the questions items to enable the researcher arrive at conclusion for research purpose.
Yours faithfully,
Section A: Demographic Information
1. Name of School: ………………………………………………………………
2. Sex: …………………………………………………………………………....
3. Class: ………………………………………….………………………………
4. Age: ……………………………………………………………………………
5. Qualification:-………………………………………………………………….. 
SECTION B
This section deals with research questions and data collection for each questionnaire items.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO

	1.
	Does the school provide the students and teachers with necessary materials or aids for teaching and learning?  
	
	

	2.
	Do teachers improvise some of the teaching aids/materials on their own when necessary?
	
	

	3. 
	Do you have relevant textbooks for learning poetry in your school?
	
	

	4.
	Do you have a library in your school?
	
	

	5.
	Do you use the library in your school?
	
	

	6.
	Do you respond positively to new teachers teaching you poetry than an old teacher?
	
	

	7.
	Is poetry an interesting subject?
	
	

	8.
	Does reading of poetry texts increase your spirit of reading?
	
	

	9.
	Does poetry have positive effect on learning of English language?
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