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ABSTRACT
This is a descriptive research of impact of child labour on science students academic ability in senior secondary school in ilorin metropolis.The sampling population consist of all students in chemistry class. The questionnaire were distributed to all physics students in different classes and genders. The factor affecting performance of students were analysed based on attitude teachers affect the students  and administration. It was discovered that the child labour on science affects the students performance in chemistry. The administration impact of child labourand the students attitude also impact their performance Therefore, it was recommended that teachers should help the students by demonstrating for them and allows the students to carryout the experiment by themselves; students should improve their attitudes and administration should provide necessary equipment 
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

Children are the most delicate and fragile section of our population and therefore they should be treated with much care and attention. This is so, because they are in their formative years, any obstruction to their psychosocial development, can lead to negative consequences in our society. However, in our contemporary societies, there are over 350 million economically active children (Bachman 2021).

Eighteen percent of children aged 5-14 years work, and this rate is as high as 42% in the 15-17 years age group (ILO, 2019). In Nigeria working children represent 1.8% of the children in the 5-9 years age group, 11. 6% in the 10-14 years group, and 31.5% in the 15-17 years group, totaling 7-4 million children. These children are placed mainly in the agriculture and service industries, half of them do not receive payment and 80% are informal workers (ILO, 2020).

Child labour has gradually became a norm in our society because of the unethical belief that work may contribute to the development of discipline and self-confidence and to the development of money managing abilities, as well as provide role models through contact with adult workers, thus preparing for adult jobs (Shanahan, 2023).

Unarguably the majority of these children work in activities hazardous to their health. There is strong evidence that work may be associated with behavioral and psychological problems. These negative consequences are associated with work of a more permanent character, with longer, more alienating work shifts lacking formal engagement, with insufficient schooling and/or training, or requiring responsibility, abilities or experience inadequate for the child’s age. (Greenberger, 2021).

Unfortunately, the problems identified may manifest themselves immediately or may become latent, surfacing in adult life. Among American high school students, satisfaction with ones life was greater among students who worked between 6 and 10 hour a week than among those who did not work, or who worked 10 hour a week. The psychological problems associated with adolescent work most frequently reported in the literature include drug and alcohol abuse, insomnia, fatigue, anxiety and depression, whereas major behavioural problems include poor school performance, delinquency, anti-social behavior and low self –esteem (Bachman 2022).

Studies of adolescents from developed countries identify aspects of work potentially relevant to the 10-13 years age group. These studies indicate that work is associated with the reduction of the amount of time destined to educational activities, recreation, leisure and sleep. Adolescents begin to dedicate less time to home work and extracurricular activities and spend less time socializing with friends, colleagues, and family. This effect is seen particularly in those who work long hours. Work also exposes adolescents to stressful factors, especially when there is strong evidence that child labour may lead to behavioural and psychological problems. These negative consequences are associated with work of a more permanent character, with longer, more alienating work shifts lacking formal engagement, with insufficient schooling and/ or training, or requiring responsibility, abilities or experience inadequate for the child’s age (Greenberger 2019).

Statement of the Problem
Child labour has become one of the intrinsic characteristics of Ilorin metropolis as a result of the prevalence of poverty among various households in the metropolis. In order to make their ends meet parents have to force their children to work so as to supplement the family income without considering the dangers or negative consequences of this act on children.

It has been observed that, children who worked in domestic services showed greater prevalence of behaviouralproblem’s than those who did not work, child domestic work has been suggested as an important risk factor for health and quality of life among children. Factors associated with domestics work had a very important negative influence on the mental health of working children or adolescents. Domestic work can lead to musculoskeletal problems especially back pain. The work process in this occupation includes activities such as cooking, cleaning, exposure to chemicals, and heavy physical work, which may lead to a high risk of injuries.

Unfortunately, the early exposure of children to work interfered with their schooling. Most of the children have developed the habit of truancy. Their school attendance is very poor. Without mincing words, most of these children or adolescent have become delinquent. Thus, we can argue that there is likely to be a strong relationship between poor school attendance and juvenile delinquency.

Purpose of the Study
This empirical study is designed to achieve the following objectives

(a) To present analysis of child labour in Ilorin metropolis.

(b) To analyze critically the impact of child labour in Ilorin metropolis.

(c) To study the relationship between poverty and child labour in Ilorin Metropolis 

(d) To examine what constitutes behavioural problems.

(e) To find out the relationship between child labour and behavioural problems in Ilorin Metropolis.

Research Questions 

The research study emphasis on the following question are as follows:

1. What are the relationship between the poverty level of the parents and child labour

2. What are the causes of child labour in students that are in senior secondary
3. What are the impact of child labour on science students  academic ability

Significance of the Study
This empirical study is highly essential because it will vividly present both quantitative and qualitative data on child labour in Ilorin Metropolis. In addition, the causes of child labour will be analyzed in the course of this empirical work/study.

Also, this empirical work is unique because it attempts a critical examination of the association between poverty and child labour. This becomes essential because both poverty and child labour are moving in the same direction.

Furthermore, this empirical study will analyze what constitutes behavioural problems such as poor school performance, drug and alcohol use, juvenile delinquency, ant-social behavior and low self-esteem. Essentially, the connections between child labour and behavioural problems among the youths in Ilorin Metropolis will be established.

Subsequently, this empirical study is both theoretically and conceptually relevant.

Appropriate and relevant theoretical frameworks will be carefully applied to child labour and behavioural problems in order to broaden our understanding of the two fundamental concepts.

Lastly, this empirical work is highly significant because it will serve as raw-materials for future empirical studies in other words, it will provide both quantitative and qualitative data for other researchers who want to extend the scope of this empirical study. Also, the methodologies and theoretical framework that will be adopted in this empirical study will provide a guide/help for other researchers who are interested in this study or related studies.

Scope and Limitations of the Study
The scope of this study is Ilorin Metropolis. However, because of the complexity of the Metropolis, the cluster sampling technique will be used to randomly selection an area or district that will be used for this empirical study.

Subsequently, this empirical work will be limited by a number of problems. Some of them are financial problem, non-challant attitude of the respondents, dearth of materials and time frame allocated to the completion of the research work.
Definition/Clarifications of Terms
Labour: Work, especially had physical work
Child labour:-
can be defined as child involvement in labour that is hazardous to their health and physical, mental, moral, social or emotional development.

Youth:-
can be defined as the time of life between childhood and adulthood (maturity 15-34).

Behavior:- can be refers to the actions and mannerisms made by organisms, systems, or artificial entities in conjunction with its environment which includes the other system or organism around as well as the physical environment.

Youth Behaviour:- can be refers to the actions and mannerism made by an organisms, systems or artificial entities in conjunction with its environment which includes the other system or organism around as well as the  physical environment between childhood and adulthood.

Behavioural problems:- can be defined as the anti-social behavior in the society. 

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

Concept of Child Labour

The term “child labour” is often defined as work that deprives children of their childhood, their potential and their dignity, and that is harmful to physical and mental development. It refers to work that: is mentally, physically, socially or morally dangerous and harmful to children; and/or interferes with their schooling by: depriving them of the opportunity to attend school; obliging them to leave school prematurely; or requiring them to attempt to combine school attendance with excessively long and heavy work.

Whether or not particular forms of “work” can be called “child labour” depends on the child’s age, the type and hours of work performed, the conditions under which it is performed and the objectives pursued by individual countries. The answer varies from country to country, as well as among sectors within countries.

The worst forms of child labour involves children being enslaved, separated from their families, exposed to serious hazards and illnesses and/or left to fend for themselves on the streets of large cities – often at a very early age. Whilst child labour takes many different forms, a priority is to eliminate without delay the worst forms of child labour  all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory labour, including forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict; the use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of pornography or for pornographic performances; the use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular for the production and trafficking of drugs as defined in the relevant international treaties; work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to harm the health, safety or morals of children ("hazardous child labour", see below)

Hazardous child labour or hazardous work is the work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to harm the health, safety or morals of children work which exposes children to physical, psychological or sexual abuse; work underground, under water, at dangerous heights or in confined spaces; work with dangerous machinery, equipment and tools, or which involves the manual handling or transport of heavy loads; work in an unhealthy environment which may, for example, expose children to hazardous substances, agents or processes, or to temperatures, noise levels, or vibrations damaging to their health; work under particularly difficult conditions such as work for long hours or during the night or work where the child is unreasonably confined to the premises of the employer.

For the purpose of convenience this chapter is divided into six sections. The first sections deals with the trends and patterns of child labour. The second sections deals with the causes, consequences and preventions of child labour. The third sections deals with the child labour and behavioral problems among the youth. The fourth sections deals with child labour and drug use. The fifth sections deals with the child labour and violent behavior and the last deals with the risky sexual behavior.

Impact ofChild Labour

There are an estimated 12 million child labourers across the globe (UNICEF, The progress of Nations, 2024). According to the ILO (2021), there were 3,859,000 economically active children, 1,262,000 girls and 2,597,000 boys between the ages of 10-14, representing 23.91% of this age group. In 1995, there were 3,546,000 economically active children, 1,094,000 girls and 2,452,000 boys between the ages of 10-14, representing 25.75% of this age group (ILO, International labour office-Bureau of Statistics, Economically Active Population 2019-2021, STAT Working Paper, ILO 2023).                                                                                                                 

Children particularly girls are withdrawn from schools into early marriages and into extensive child labour such as street trading and the like (child welfare league of Nigeria, Alternative Report on the Implementation of CRC, submission to the UNCRC, September-October 2019).

Children from Benin have been taken to Nigeria, Cameroon, Cote d’ Ivoire and Gabon, and sold into servitude in agriculture, as domestics or as Prostitutes. (US Dept of State, Country Reports on Human, Rights Practices-1999-25 February 2020). A study has shown that children are trafficked from Togo to Nigeria for use as domestic servants, market traders, child beggars and prostitutes (WAO-Afrigue, child trafficking in West and Central Africa, submission to the UN Working Group on Contemporary forms of Slavery, June 2019). Various sources indicate forced child labour and child slavery rings operating between Nigeria and other African Countries. (Us Dept of State, Human Rights Report, 2023). 

Trafficked children are made to work as domestics, hawkers and petty traders, beggars, car washers, bus conductors, farm hands or cattle rearers. (UNICEF child Domestic Workshop, 2020). Many families entrust their children, mainly boys aged 5 or 16 the care of a religious leader or Marabout, with whom the boys live until the age of 15 or 16. The children perform various tasks in the marabout’s school or house hold. In addition, begging is considered to be part of the child’s learning process, these students, known as almanjeri in Nigeria live in poor condition with up to 3,000 other students (CWA child prostitution in Vietnam, child Workers in Asia, vol. 10, No.3, July-September 2024).

The ILO reported that, based on a nationwide survey of child trafficking, approximately 19% of the school children and 40% of street children have been trafficking for forced labour (US Dept of state, country reports on Human Rights practices 2020, February, 2022). It is estimated that more than 100 girls mostly between ages of 10 and 15 are smuggled from Nigeria via Togo to Europe (Paul Ohia, “Human Smugglers Arrested in Togo”, African News Services, 10 July 2000, reprinted in stop trafficking Archive, July 2020). 
Local NGOs estimate that more than 700 children of both sexes were recaptured on the Benin –Togo borders and the Benin –Nigeria borders during 2021 and returned afterwards to their families (CATW fact Book, Citing “Child Peddling Serious Problem in Togo and Benin All Africa New Agency, 23 March 2021). In July 2019, the Police intercepted a group of 90 children in Porto Novo and another group of 42 in Cotonou on their way to Nigeria (UNICEF, the Issue of child Domestic Labour and trafficking in west and central Africa July 2022). 150 Filipinos were sold into prostitution to nightclub operators in Africa countries, particularly Nigeria (CATW fact Book, citing Lira S. Dalagin, “150 finals sold as sex slave in Africa”, Manila chronide, 31 May 2024, citing Bureau of immigration).

The eastern part of the Country and some Southern state such as Cross River and AknaIbom have been the focus of trafficking of children for labour and, in some cases, human sacrifice. The country remains a destination point for the trafficking of Togolese children to serve as domestic agricultural worker (US Dept of state, country Reports on Human rights practices -2000, February 2020). Nigeria, primarily women and children, also are Trafficked to work on plantations in other African Countries, including Gabon, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea and Benin. Other significant destination countries for trafficking Nigerians include the Netherlands, the (21ch Republic, Spain, France and countries in the Middle East. (US Dept of State, Trafficking in Persons report, July 12, 2021)

The use of children as hawkers, beggars and bus conductors is widespread in urban areas (EI, EI Barometer on Human and trade Union rights in the Education Sector, 2018). In Nigeria Two of the main forms of child, labourout side the home are street vending and weaving. Children as young as 6 years old may be found in street trading but most are between 9 and 14 years old. (ABC- CLIO, sandy Hobbs et al, child labour: A world History Companion, 2021, Citing International Working Group on child Labour, O’ loko Sarah, Beatrice Adenik, In Depth Country Report: Nigeria, 2023). Street children –In Lagos alone there are 100,000 boys and girls living in the streets. (Child welfare league of Nigeria, Alternative Report on the Implementation of CRC, submission to the UN CRC, September-October 2023)

Causes, Consequences, of Child Labour in Ilorin Metropolis.
In Nigeria, little efforts are being made by both government and organizations to prevent or eliminate the worst form of child labour as the country is deeply rooted in poverty and cultural attitudes of the people (Fagbemi, 2021). These efforts, in most cases, are not backed by necessary data, which are needed to make it possible for national authorities and the international community to measure the nature and perhaps the extent of child labour in the country and identify areas where action is required to tackle it.

In Nigeria, like many other African countries, ILO Policies are often flawed and violated even though many countries of the world have developed statistical monitoring and information system on child labour, often with the support of ILO’s statistical information and monitoring programme on child labour (SIMPOC).

As a member state, Nigeria signed a memorandum of understanding with the ILO in 2000 for cooperation in implementing the International protocol for Elimination of child labour and a national programme on the elimination of child labour was created accordingly (Fagbemi, 2021). A monitoring system the statistical information and monitoring programme on child labour was eventually set up to gather data on child labour practices in Nigeria. It is being managed by Federal office of statistical (FOS) in Nigeria; there is no legal minimum age for starting work, while ILO recommends that children should be in school until the age of 14. The FOS in 2023 reported that more than 15million Nigerian children under the age of 14 were working, mostly to help pay their school fees and help their parents for daily up keep. The survey conducted with support from the ILO, showed that over eight million of the country’s working children were also attending school. These children said they were forced to work part time in order to pay for their school fees and books. In 2022 statistical data for child labour was 12million (fegbemi, 2021).

The report said, “Generally, working children have no time money or energy to go to school. About six million working children in Nigeria, equally split between boys and girls, do not attend school at all while one million children are forced to drop out due to poverty or because of parents’ demand to contribute to the family income (UNICEF, 2023).

Over eight million children, at least partly to stay in school and work in their spare time to pay education fees. Due to high demand, at work, these children often skip classes. Missing out on education makes it impossible to break the cycle of poverty and exploitation and prevents children from having a better life and a safer future (UNICEF, 2023).

In the area of legislation, the labour Act of 2022 Prohibits the employment of children under the age of 15 in commerce and industry and restricts labour performed by children to home based agricultural or domestic work. It stipulates that children may not be employed in agricultural or domestic work for more than eight hours per day, while children under the age of 12 cannot be required to lift or carry loads that are harmful to their physical development. The labour Act also prohibits forced labour (fagbemi, 2024). 

In Nigeria, the Inspectorate Department of the ministry of Labour and productivity is responsible for enforcing legal provisions relating to conditions of work and protection of workers. Ironically, there are very few inspectors for the entire country, thus making it difficult for them to fulfill their tasks (fagbemi, 2024).

Child Rights activists also submit that lack of access to education is a major reason for the child labour quagmire. In many developing countries, and evidently in Nigeria, quality education is no longer free. The free education available in many local and state governments across the country does not provide the desirable tools for future freedom from ignorance or even preparation for work after education, statistics shows that these working children lose out on education because they have no time money or energy to go to school. It also shows that about six million children are forced to drop out of school due to poverty or because their parents demand for them to contribute to the family’s income (all African com).
Child Labour and Behavioural Problems Among The Youths 
There are numerous risk factors and stressors which can affect the psychopathology of the children. There is sufficient evidence that most children have the resources to cope with one risk without serious developmental consequences. However, the accumulation of many risk factors renders children vulnerable to psychopathology and other negative outcomes. It has been argued that these factors combine in a multiplication manner. Although working may be a protective factor in extremely low socio- economic conditions, providing relief and economic reward to negate the financial deprivation, absence of protective factors may amplify the risk to the children’s wellbeing (Bandeali, etal 2021).

The human rights abuses in the work place are clear and acute and needless to say along with physical damage there is severe psychological damage to these children also. A study in India on children working in cottonseed industries demonstrated that they were victims of physical and verbal abuse that could contribute to significant physical and psychological morbidity (Bandeali, etal, 2021).

Family environment was found to be very important risk factor for the development of behavioural problems in children. Emotional problems were most prevalent in children with a disturbed family environment (Bandeali, etal, 2022). A major contributing factor to the behavior problems in working children was the work environment and the abusive behavior that they had to endure. The type of work also had a significant effect in the emotional problems although no significant influence on the behavior of children. Those who worked as domestic helpers. Showed a greater prevalence of emotional disturbances as derived from their research (Bandeali, et al, 2023).

In a Cross-Sectional study conducted in 2024 in children and adolescents from poor areas of the city of Pelotas in Southern Brazil, the child Behaviour checklist was used to estimate Behavioural problems in working children. Researchers found a prevalence of Bahavioural problems among working children to be 21.4% and 9.5% among adolescents. 

Studies by Smith et al have shown the beneficial effects of going to school in protecting children from having behavioural problems especially peer problems. Healthy interaction among classmates taught these children to better adapt with their colleagues at work. Even though attending school was a protective factor having friends was associated with behavioural problems and Recreational 

According to Bandeali et.al (2021), strenuous work such as a mechanic and a labourer was associated with behavioural problems and domestic work was associated with emotional problems. Pro-social behavioural was only related to the amount of family income of the subject. We feel it is because these children have higher self-esteem due to their better financial status in the society, allowing them to interact with their peers with confidence (Bandeali, et.al, 2020).

Child Labour and Drug Use 
The research on how child labour affects drug use has centered on the effect of parental monitoring (Stemberg, 2022), how parents influence their children’s association with different types of peers (Brook, Brook et.al 2021), and how parents transmit conventional values (Brook, Whiteman et.al 2021). Stemberg and colleague combined these questions in their study of Parental monitoring and peer influences on adolescent substance abuse. The study, which uniquely collected data from both adolescents and their peers, focused on four questions:
The researchers concluded that parental monitoring is indeed an effective tool in preventing and ameliorating drug use. Monitoring discouraged both boys and girls from initial use of drugs and encouraged boys who were heavy users to lessen their drug use, likewise, girls who were experimental drug user stopped drug use under the influence of parental monitoring. However, peer group allegiance complicated the picture; for example, boys who used drugs in a pattern similar to that of their peer group were not influenced by parental monitoring. Girls were influenced by both peers and parents and seemed more susceptible to influences from their parents. Because of monitoring direct effects on levels of drug use and on choices of peers, the researchers concluded that “strongly monitored adolescent are, in essence, doubly protected from involvement in drug use (Stemberg 2024).

Blum and Rinehart’s analysis of Add Health data found that among both older and younger teens, those who felt very connected to parents and other family members reported less frequent use of Cigarettes, alcohol and marijuana (Blum, 2023). The Presence of parents at home during Key times of the day was associated with a lower likelihood of smoking Cigarettes or drinking alcohol among older tee and with a lower likelihood of marijuana use among both the and younger teens. The researchers noted that the parental presence did not need to occur at a particular time of day; instead overall access to parents and supervision in general seemed to be the significant factors (Blum, 2021).

Parents of drug-using children, like those of sexually active teens, tend to underestimate their children’s involvement in risk behaviours. If parents are unaware, or in denial, of their children’s risk behaviours then their level of responsiveness is essentially meaningless. For example, Bogenschneider et al. Studied 199 white mother-teen dyads and 144 father –teen dyads. All of the teens reported regular alcohol use but only a third of their parents were aware of the teen’s drinking. Commenting on the responsiveness of mothers in their study, the authors note that responsiveness although widely considered optimal, may actually have adverse consequences if mothers are not aware of their adolescent’s involvement in potentially risky behaviours (Bogenschneider, 2021).

 Child Labour and Violence 
The body of research on antecedents of violent behavior is vast, covering the gamut from early aggression, witnessing violence in homes and neighborhood, to being a victim and then a perpetrator of violence. When conditions in opposition to connectedness are present such as harsh discipline, lack of parental involvement, family conflict, parental Criminality, child abuse and/or neglect, and rejection, they form a climate in which, according to some, children may be literally trained to be aggressive during episodes of conflict with family members (forgatch and Patterson, 2022).

Protective factor include attachment to one or more family members who have high expectations and healthy behaviours of their own (Catalano, Loeber, etal. 2021). Using add Health data, franke found that differences between young people involved in an escalating spectrum of violent behaviours (a physical fight, injuring someone, pulling a knife or gun, and shooting/stabbing someone) were at least partly related to family cohesion, family structure and child labour and abuse. (Franke, 2019).

As with drug use, associations with deviant or Prosocial peers are important direct determinants of risky behavior, and again parents can indirectly influence the behaviour by influencing the choice of peers. Smith et al. Found that among 384 low-income, African- American youth (aged 10-15), the presence of prosocial friends was a stronger factor for adolescent violence avoidance, compared to younger children. However, the closeness of the parent- child bond was an important factor in choosing friends for both age groups (Smith, Flay et. al: 2021).

Children trapped in abusive families are doubly or even triply jeopardized. Not only are they at risk as potential victims themselves, but witnessing violence Creates its own chain of adverse events-including irritability, immature behaviour, sleep disturbances, emotional distress, fear of being alone, difficulty concentrating in school, aggression depression, anxiety and even post-traumatic stress disorder (Osofsky, 1999’ Buka, Stichick et.al. 2023). Finally, the protective factor that would help most-a strong relationship with a competent, caring, positive adult, preferably a parent- may not be available if the parent is either the perpetrator of the violence or another victim (Osofsky 2022).

Some researchers have focused on attachment –or rather, the lack of attachment that occurs in child abuse as a possible explanation for the inter- generational nature of abuse (Bacon & Richardson 2001; fin3l, Har-Even et.al 2022). This situation is complicated by the fact that the aggression, isolation, compulsive self- reliance, and avoidant attachment seen in abused and neglected children are, in that context, adaptive survival skills (Zolotor, Kotch et.al 1999; fin3l, Har-Even et.al. 2024).

Child Labour And Risky Sexual Behaviour
Blum’s recent review of mothers’ influence on teen sex notes that numerous students conducted over the past 20 years on what protects teens from early initiation of sexual intercourse report that two constants may make a difference in the lives of teenagers: connectedness (parental warmth, support and closeness to a teenage child) and parents’ attitudes and values about sex (Blum, 2022).

In his synthesis of research on family influences on adolescent pregnancy, miller notes that among 20 studies investigating the relationship between adolescent’s sexual behaviour and the family variables incorporated in warmth support, closeness, attachment to and regard for parents, only one failed to link them to a reduced risk of adolescent pregnancy (Miller, 2023). The same review found that studies of parental monitoring and supervision reported inverse relationships with teen pregnancy risk (including not having sex, delaying sexual debut, having fewer partners, and using contraception)-echoed by subsequent studies (e.g, Roomer, Stanton et. al 2023).

Approximately 30 studies on parent –child communications about sexuality reviewed by miller revealed mixed results, as others have (Miller, 2021) mixed results meaning that parent-child communication about sexuality leads to a delay in sexual onset or use of contraception in some families but in other families communication about sexuality does not appear to have an effect on sexual onset or contraceptive use.                       


CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY


This sub- heading is concerned with the procedures adopted in carrying out the study. It contains all what has been done and how it will be done. It includes the following headings.

(a) Research design

(b) Sample and sampling technique

(c) Instrumentation 

(d) Validation of the instrument

(e) Reliability of the instrument

(f) Procedure for data collection

(g) Data Analysis Techniques

Research Design

The research design that will be adopted for this study is the descriptive survey method. The descriptive survey is the research method that enables a researcher to obtain the representative sample of a target population so as to make inferences about the entire population Oniye (2024), described the descriptive survey method as the research design that examine the effort of the research on the collection of information from a representative sample upon which inferences are drawn about the opinion of the target population.


In view of this assertion, the descriptive survey approach is considered appropriate for this study since the research is interested in collecting information from a representative sample of children who engage in child labour in Ilorin Metropolis on their various behavioural problems on the streets. Also the information required will be gathered through the use of questionnaire, while inferences will be drawn from result analyzed.

Population of Study 

The population under study all the senior secondary school in Ilorin metropolis 
Sample and Sampling Techniques

Random sampling techniques is used to select five secondary school within Ilorin East Local Government Area, of which (5) five students were randomly selected from each school making a total of (50) fifty respondents.  
Research Instrument 

Instrument according to Hassan (2023) is the process of selecting tool which an investigator finds appropriate for the research. The man instrument for this study therefore is the questionnaire titled “child labour and Behavioural problems among the youth in Ilorin Metropolis. It will have two sections A and B. section A consists of the demographic information designed to reveal personal data of the respondents, such as gender, age, religion, class and other. While section B consists of substantial questions on child labour and Behavioural problems among the youth in Ilorin Metropolis

Validity of Instrument

The validity of instrument is to be done by submission of a copy of the questionnaire to the supervisor for endorsement after necessary correction. The researcher will give the instrument to the experts in the department of chemistry in Kwara State College of Education Ilorin. Corrections will be made base on the observation and suggestions by the researcher supervisor.
Reliability of Instrument 

Reliability is the consistency, accuracy, stability and trustworthiness of a measuring instrument or scores obtained (Raji, 2019). The reliability of the instrument is concerned with how far the same test would give the same result when used for the same set of sample at different occasions or with different set of equivalent items under the same conditions (Oladele, 2021). To establish the reliability of the instrument for this study, the test-re –test model will be adopted twice at an interval of two weeks, the set of scores generated were then subjected to Pearson’s product Moment Correlation Coefficient procedure.

Procedure for Data Collection

The data for the study will be collected through the administration of the questionnaire with the assistance of the research assistants. 

The questionnaires will be administered to the respondents in their various areas and will be collected immediately by the researcher after the respondents have completely responded to all items therein 

Methods of Data Analysis
Data obtained from the field will be analysed by the uses static package social science (SPSS). The frequency and percentage wull be used for unilabiate analysis will be done by using cross tabulation. Data had been analyzed using descriptive statistics, chi-square analysis.
CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

Introduction 

This chapter is concerned with the data presentation and analysis. The data obtained will be analyzed using frequency counts and simple percentage for the demographic and substantial data section. While the chi-square (X2) technique will be used to test the formulated hypotheses.

    For the purpose of clarity, this chapter is divided into four sub-sections. These are as follows:

a. Data presentation and Analysis on demographic data.
b. Data presentation and Analysis on substantial data
c. Data presentation and analysis on the relationships between child labour and behavioural problems among the youth.
d. Testing of the formulated hypotheses using the chi-square (X2) technique. 
Table 1    Frequency Distribution of the Respondents on sex

	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	47
	78

	Female 
	13
	22

	Total 
	60
	100


From the above table, 47 (78%) of the respondents are male, while 22% (13) of the respondents are female. This shows that the majority of the respondents are male.

Table 2   Frequency Distribution of the respondent on Religion 

	Religion
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Islam
	41
	68

	Christianity
	19
	32

	Total 
	60
	100


       From the above table, 41 (68%) of the respondents are Muslims, while 19 (32%) are Christian. This shows that the majority of the respondents are Muslims being an Islamic town.

Table 3   Frequency Distribution of the Respondent on class

	Class
	Frequency
	Percentage

	SS1
	17
	28

	SS2
	30
	50

	SS 3
	13
	22

	Total 
	60
	100


         From the above table 17 (28%) of the respondents are between SS1; 30 (50%) are between SS 2 while 13 (22%) are between SS 3. This shows that the majority of the respondents are between SS 2.

Frequency distribution on respondent  
	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL 

	1
	My parents always bat me whenever I ask for money anytime am going to school 
	40

66.6%
	20

33.3%
	60

100%

	2
	I must hawk in the morning before coming to school everyday 
	20

33.3%
	40

66.6%
	60

100%

	3
	My parents don’t encourage m to go to school everyday
	53

88%
	7

12%
	60

100%

	4
	Where I live is very far from school and I always trek  every day
	39

65%
	21

35%
	60

100%

	5
	I sleep late at night because I use to watch movies late at night 
	50

83%
	10

17%
	60

100%


       From the above table, item 1 family size , 40 (67%) of the respondents are say yes to while 20(33%) say no This shows that the majority of the respondents are say yes that family size has effect on students performance. Item 2 living with their parent 20 (33%) say yes while 40(67%) say no, item  3 poverty lead to child labour, 53(83%) say yes while 7 (12%) say no, peer group lead to child labour, 39(65%) say yes while 21(35%) say no, item 5, large family size lead to child labor 50(83%) say yes while 10(17%) say no, 
	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL 

	6
	I sleep late because I have to arrange my mummy goods before going to bed
	40

66.6%
	20

33.3%
	60

100%

	7
	I always miss the first period because I always come late school
	20

33.3%
	40

66.6%
	60

100%

	8
	I always go and eat at my friends place after schools before going home 
	53

88%
	7

12%
	60

100%

	9
	I always go and wait for my friends in their house before going to school
	39

65%
	21

35%
	60

100%

	10
	I sleep and wake up late everyday
	50

83%
	10

17%
	60

100%


From table above, item 6, inadequate school results to child labour, 40(66.6%) say yes while 20(33.3%) say no , item 7 parental ignorance of effect of child labour 39(65%) say yes while 21(35%) say no and item 8, divorce of parents lead to child labour 53(88%) say yes while 7(12%) say no. item 9 indicate that 39(65%)  say yes while 21(35%) and item 10, 50(83%) say yes and 10(17%)  say no.

Frequency distribution of the respondents on whether child labour Rob the children their childhood 

	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL 

	11
	I always sleep in the class whenever teacher is teaching us 
	49

82%
	11

18%
	60

100%

	12
	I don’t like coming to school everyday 
	51

85%
	9

15%
	60

100%

	13
	Because my parent do not pay my school fees on time I get sent out of the class sometimes
	56

93%
	4

7%
	60

100%

	14
	I live with my step mother and she don’t  care about  my education 
	53

88%
	7

12%
	60

100%

	15
	I only read my book doing the exam
	41

68%
	19

32%
	60

100%

	16
	I don’t like studying 
	39

65%
	21

35%
	60

100%

	17.
	I don’t like reading 
	51

85%
	9
15%
	60

100%

	18.
	My step mother donot encourage my school 
	53
88%
	7
12%
	60

100%


       From the above table, item 1 child labour rob their childhood, 49 (82%) of the respondents are say yes to while 11(18%) say no This shows that the majority of the respondents are say yes that family size has effect on students performance. Item 2 living with their parent 51 (85%) say yes while 9(15%) say no, item  3 poverty lead to child labour, 53(83%) say yes while 7 (12%) say no, peer group lead to child labour, 41(68%) say yes while 19(32%) say no, item 5, large family size lead to child labor 51(85%) say yes while 9(15%) say no, item 6, inadequate school results to child labour, 48(80%) say yes while 12(20%) say no , item 7 parental ignorance of effect of child labour 39(65%) say yes while 21(35%) say no and item 8, drug abuse among the youth53(88%) say yes while 7(12%) say no.

	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL 

	19
	I don’t use to understand the English some of our teacher speek
	49

82%
	11

18%
	60

100%

	20
	I don’t  like going to school everyday 
	51

85%
	9

15%
	60

100%

	21
	My parent don’t encourage m even when I come first in my class
	56

93%
	4

7%
	60

100%

	22
	I like watch movies than reading 
	53

88%
	7

12%
	60

100%

	23
	I prefer going to work shop than schooling 
	41

68%
	19

32%
	60

100%

	24
	I don’t always watch my school uniform  because am busy round errand 
	39

65%
	21

35%
	60

100%

	25
	I don’t enjoy going to school 
	51

85%
	9

15%
	60

100%


       From the above table, item 19 child labour rob their childhood, 49 (82%) of the respondents are say yes to while 11(18%) say no This shows that the majority of the respondents are say yes that family size has effect on students performance. Item 20 living with their parent 51 (85%) say yes while 9(15%) say no, item 21, poverty lead to child labour, 53(83%) say yes while 7 (12%) say no, peer group lead to child labour, 41(68%) say yes while 19(32%) say no, item 22, large family size lead to child labor 51(85%) say yes while 9(15%) say no, item 23, inadequate school results to child labour, 48(80%) say yes while 12(20%) say no , item 24 parental ignorance of effect of child labour 39(65%) say yes while 21(35%) say no and item 25, drug abuse among the youth 53(88%) say yes while 7(12%) say no.
4.2   HYPOTHESIS TESTING

Hypothesis 1: what are the relationship between the poverty level of the parents and child labour.
Table 5:
Chi-square (χ²) results showing influence of child labour and behavioural problem
	Variables
	Observed 
	Expected 
	Degree of freedom
	X2 cal value
	X2 table value
	Remark

	Yes
	39
	40
	1
	0.0525
	3.841
	HO1

Accepted

	No
	21
	20
	
	
	
	


Table 5 above shows that the χ2 calculated value of 0.0525 is less than the χ2 table value of 3.841 with a corresponding p-value of 0.01 which is less at 0.05 alpha level. This indicates that there is significant difference; hence, the hypothesis is accepted. This indicates that there is significant difference in the influence of child labour and behavioural problem. .
Hypothesis 2:what are the course of child labour in students that are in senior secondary school.
Table 6:Chi-square (χ²) results showing students influence on family size

	Variables
	Observed 
	Expected 
	Degree of freedom
	X2 cal value
	X2 table value
	Remark

	Agree
	38
	40
	1
	0.5
	3.841
	accepted

	Disagree
	12
	10
	
	
	
	


Table 6 above shows that the χ2 calculated value of 0.5 is less than the χ2 table value of 3.841 with a corresponding p-value of 0.01 which is less at 0.05 alpha level. This indicates that there is significant influence; hence, the hypothesis is rejected. This indicates that there is significant influence family size on academic performance of students in Biology.

Hypothesis 3: what are the impact of child labour on science students academic ability.
Table 8:

Chi-square (χ²) results showing parental occupation on academic performance of student
	Variables
	Observed 
	Expected 
	Degree of freedom
	X2 cal value
	X2 table value
	Remark

	Agree
	50
	45
	1
	2.21
	3.841
	Accepted

	Disagree
	10
	15
	
	
	
	


Table 6 above shows that the χ2 calculated value of 2.21 is greater than the χ2 table value of 3.841 with a corresponding p-value of 0.01 which is less at 0.05 alpha level. This indicates that there is significant influence; hence, the hypothesis is rejected. This indicates that there is significant difference in the There is a difference between broken home, drug use and behavioural problem among the youth.

Discussion of finding 
From the above table, 47 (78%) of the respondents are male, while 22% (13) of the respondents are female. This shows that the majority of the respondents are male.

       From the above table, 41 (68%) of the respondents are Muslims, while 19 (32%) are Christian. This shows that the majority of the respondents are Muslims being an Islamic town.

       From the above table, item 1 family size , 40 (67%) of the respondents are say yes to while 20(33%) say no This shows that the majority of the respondents are say yes that family size has effect on students performance. Item 2 living with their parent 20 (33%) say yes while 40(67%) say no , item  3 poverty lead to child labour, 53(83%) say yes while 7 (12%) say no, peer group lead to child labour, 39(65%) say yes while 21(35%) say no, item 5, large family size lead to child labor 50(83%) say yes while 10(17%) say no, 

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, RECOMMENDATION AND CONCLUSION

This chapter can be divided into four different sections which are as follows:

i. Summary

ii. Conclusion 

iii. Recommendation 

Summary

The study is a five chapter research work on which each chapter is as vital as the other. In chapter one of this study, we attempted a broad description of child labour. The chapter contains background of the study, statement of the problem, research objectives, significance of the study, scope and limitations of the study, conceptual clarifications. 

In chapter two of the study, we attempted a review of literatures relating to child labour and behavioural problem among youth. The chapter also contains, introduction, trend and patterns of child labour, cause, consequences, and preventions of child labour in Nigeria, child labour and behavioural problem among the youths, child labour and drug use, child labour and violence, child labour and risky sexual behaviour.

Chapter three of the study was the stage of theoretical framework and research methodology. Here, the study was contains, introduction, theoretical framework, which serve as the bedrock for the study, such as family interaction theory, primary socialization theory, social ecology model, developmental pathways model, contextual model of parenting style, ecological systems theory, social control and social development model. Also, a methodology was adopted in carried out the study as  follows; research design, sample and sampling technique, instrumentation, validation of the instrument, Reliability of the instrument, procedure  for  data collection, data analysis technique and also formulation of hypothesis, which were to guide the research.

In chapter five of the study contains, summary, finding of the study, recommendation and conclusion.                

Key 
i. This study has brought to the fore front the child labour and behavioural problems among the youths in Ilorin metropolis. 
ii. From the results, of the findings, it was revealed that there is a difference between peer influence, 
iii. Child labour and behavioural problem and also there is a difference between poverty, child labou rand behavioural problem among the youth.
iv. Tradition, there is a difference between broken home, drug use and behavioural problem among the youth. Besides, there is a difference between family instability and behavioural problem 1among the youth. 

Conclusion

The findings of the study does not only exposed the consequence of child labourbehavioural problems among the youths but it also givens on important appreciation to the measures that will help reduce the phenomenon of child labour and behavioural problem among the youths in the society.


In conclusion, child labour and behavioural problem is a social problem that should be addressed by parent, government and non-governmental organization. Urgent effect should be made toward it’s eradication to forestall its adverse consequence on the child and society at large.

Recommendations

There is the need for the government intervention to address family functioning, parent-child conflicts, and cultural conflicts between children and parents, family topics include bicultural adjustment, family development, parent-child communication, conflict resolution skills, parental nurturance and behaviour control, family cohesiveness, and parenting skills regarding managing children’s peer relations. This will reduce children’s conduct problems, association with antisocial peers and irresponsible behaviour.


There is the need for the curriculum that will teach personal growth, family enhancement and interpersonal communication skills. This will delay the onset of drug use among the youth. Parents should not be left out as it will improve family modeling of alcohol use. Parents also learn how to increase attention and rewards for positive behavioural, clear communication, effective discipline, substance use prevention, problem solving and limit setting. 
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KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION ILORIN,
SCHOOL OF ECCE/PED
Dear Respondent,

Questionnaire on Child Labour and Bahavioural Problems among the Youth in Ilorin Metropolis


I am a final year student of the above named institution. As part of the Criteria for the award of Nigeria Certificate in Education, I am conducting a study on “child labour and Bahavioural Problem among the Youth in Ilorin Metropolis. 


I would be glad if you could complete or fill the attached questionnaire objectively. The exercise is primarily for academic Purpose and so, your cooperation will be appreciated. I can assure you that the information given will be treated with utmost confidentiality.









Yours faithfully

PART ONE

Personal Information


Please tick (√) in the columns that are applicable to you.

	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO

	1
	My parents always bat me whenever I ask for money anytime am going to school 
	
	

	2
	I must hawk in the morning before coming to school everyday 
	
	

	3
	My parents don’t encourage m to go to school everyday
	
	

	4
	Where I live is very far from school and I always trek  every day
	
	

	6
	I sleep late because I have to arrange my mummy goods before going to bed
	
	

	7
	I always miss the first period because I always come late school
	
	

	8
	I always go and eat at my friends place after schools before going home 
	
	

	9
	I always go and wait for my friends in their house before going to school
	
	

	10
	I sleep and wake up late everyday
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