
CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study
The advent of the internet has revolutionized the landscape of higher education, profoundly impacting the way students access information, conduct research, and engage in learning. In the Nigerian context, where the higher education sector is striving to produce graduates equipped for the demands of the 21st century, the effective integration of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is crucial. This study focuses on the impact of the internet on the research work of final year students in Nigerian universities, examining how this powerful tool shapes their research processes, challenges their academic integrity, and ultimately influences their research outcomes.
The internet provides unprecedented access to a vast repository of information, including scholarly articles, books, research databases, government publications, and online libraries. This abundance of information empowers students to explore diverse perspectives, access the latest research findings, and conduct in-depth investigations into their chosen research topics (Jones, 2022). Moreover, the internet facilitates the use of online research methodologies, such as online surveys, online focus groups, and data collection through online platforms, enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of research (Lavicza, 2020).
However, the pervasive influence of the internet also presents significant challenges for student researchers. The abundance of information can lead to information overload, making it difficult for students to identify credible and relevant sources and effectively evaluate the quality of information (Van Dijk, 2021). The ease of access to information can also increase the risk of plagiarism, as students may inadvertently or intentionally copy and paste information without proper attribution (Bowman, 2020). Furthermore, the digital divide can limit access to the internet and digital resources for students from disadvantaged backgrounds, hindering their research progress (Howard, 2004).
The internet is a relatively new channel for scholarly resources and contain vast quantities of information that vary a great deal regarding its content, aim, target, group, reliability. Hence, it is important that the end user is aware of the diverse information available on the internet and educated in the criteria by which the information content should be accessed [Vala, 2018]. The internet is one of the beneficial tools in this era of IT world not only for business but for academic point of view and enhances the skills and capabilities of student which assist them in studies and in professional life. Students use the internet as a hub for research in their various fields of study. This can be seen by the way the students consult the internet for assignments, presentations, research works and examinations.
The internet now represents one of the most successful examples of the benefits of sustained investment and commitment to research and development of information infrastructure [W.Howe, 2015]. The internet is a valuable source of information used by student in projects and assignments. With over 50million websites on the net, the chances are that information on any subject however obscure can be found using appropriate search tools. It also serves as a useful tool for lecturers in helping to prepare lesson plans using a number of sites dedicated to providing educational material. There are great possibilities for higher education at all levels through the use of internet because curricula can be developed collaboratively and educational materials distributed and updated more cheaply, offering additional ways for students to interact with their study materials as well as their instructors [Byron, 2020]. Another importance of the internet is that it affords students (all over the world but more beneficial to those in developing countries) the opportunity to access a large pool of data which could help reduce the information gap resulting from the disadvantages of the educational opportunities [Komerik, 2018]. The University library has a role to play through the provision of vast amount of information sources via the mediation of internet access. Resources that the library makes available must be integrated with one another and within the library environment and library services must support learning and research behaviours of its users.
With increasing impact of information and communication technologies on higher education, all those concerned with higher education are attempting to grasp how ICT could help in modernizing the process of teaching, learning and research. With the advent of the internet, the following dilemma arises in the educational system: Leaner is not dependent on teacher for interaction; and teachers can give lecturers virtually to unknown learners. So in this era, teachers and students can carry forward their work on the internet in ways that are similar to and tightly intertwined with the traditional ways that they learn, teach and study in libraries, classrooms, laboratories, seminars, conferences and so on. The internet can provide access to essentially unlimited resources of information not conventionally obtainable through other means. The internet has broken down barriers of communication access from anywhere in the world. It is fast, reliable and does not have restrictions on content or format. It also has unlimited range of facilities which assist users to access almost infinite information on the net. It offers the opportunity for access to up-to-date research reports and knowledge globally. It has thus become an important component of electronic services in academic institutions. Hence the internet has become an invaluable tool for learning, teaching and research (including collaborative research).

Statement of the Problem
Despite the transformative potential of the internet, its impact on the research work of final year students in Nigerian universities is multifaceted and complex. While the internet offers numerous benefits, such as improved access to information and enhanced research methods, it also presents challenges such as information overload, plagiarism, and the digital divide. This study seeks to investigate the specific ways in which the internet influences the research processes of final year students, including information gathering, data analysis, and overall research productivity, while also examining the challenges they encounter in effectively utilizing internet resources for their research.

Objective of the Study
	This study aims to achieve the following objectives:
1. To investigate the extent to which final year students in Nigerian universities utilize the internet for their research work.
2. To examine the positive and negative impacts of the internet on the quality and efficiency of student research.
3. To determine the relationship between students’ internet usage patterns, access to resources, and their resources outcomes.
4. To determine the strategies students employ to ensure the validity and reliability of information obtained from the internets.
5. To provide recommendations for maximizing the benefits and mitigating the challenges of internet usage in student research.

Research Questions
	To achieve the stated objectives, the following research questions will guide this study:
1. To what extent do final year students in Nigerian universities utilize the internet for their research work?
2. What are the perceived benefits and challenges of using the internet for research as perceived by final year students?
3. What are the relationships between students' internet usage patterns, access to resources, and their research outcomes?
4. What strategies do students employ to ensure the validity and reliability of information obtained from the internet?
5. What are the recommendations for maximizing the benefits and mitigating the challenges of internet usage in student research?

Research Hypotheses
H1: There is a significant positive relationship between the frequency of internet usage and the quality of research work among final year students in Nigerian universities.
H2: Students with higher levels of digital literacy skills exhibit higher levels of research productivity compared to students with lower levels of digital literacy skills.
H3: Students who perceive the internet as a valuable research tool are more likely to utilize it effectively and achieve better research outcomes.
H4: There is a significant negative relationship between the perceived barriers to internet usage (e.g., limited access, lack of technical support, information overload) and the quality of student research.
H5: Students who actively engage in critical evaluation of online information sources demonstrate higher levels of research quality and academic integrity.

Significance of the Study
This study has significant implications for various stakeholders in the Nigerian higher education system:
Students: The findings will provide valuable insights into effective internet usage for research, enabling students to enhance their research skills and improve the quality of their research work.
Faculty: The study will provide valuable information to faculty members on the challenges and opportunities presented by internet usage in student research, enabling them to provide better guidance and support to their students.
University Administrators: The findings will inform the development of policies and strategies to enhance the effective utilization of ICT resources for teaching, learning, and research within the university environment.
Policymakers: The study will provide valuable insights for policymakers in developing and implementing policies that support the effective integration of ICT in higher education.

Scope and Delimitation of the Study
This study will focus on the impact of the internet on the research work of final year students in all universities in Nigerian.

Definition of terms
Internet: A global network of interconnected computer networks that facilitates the exchange of information and communication
ICT: Information and Communication Technology, encompassing all technologies related to the creation, storage, retrieval, and dissemination of information.
Research Work: The process of systematically investigating a specific topic or phenomenon, involving literature review, data collection, analysis, and interpretation
Information Overload: A situation where an individual is overwhelmed by the vast amount of information available, making it difficult to process and utilize effectively
Digital Divide: The gap between individuals who have access to computers and the internet and those who do not, often based on socioeconomic factors





















CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Introduction
The advent of the internet has significantly transformed the educational landscape, particularly in the realm of academic research. This chapter reviews existing literature on the impact of the internet on final year students' research practices. The review has been done under following sub-headings:
· The role of the internet in academic research
· Benefit of internet use in research 
· Challenges of internet use in research
· Summary
2.2 The Role of the Internet in Academic Research
The internet has become an indispensable tool for academic research, fundamentally altering how students access and engage with information. According to Rowlands et al. (2020), the internet has surpassed traditional libraries as the primary source of information for students. This shift has been facilitated by the proliferation of online databases, academic journals, and e-books, which provide students with immediate access to a vast array of resources. The convenience of online research allows students to gather information quickly, enabling them to focus on analysis and synthesis rather than spending excessive time searching for materials. This accessibility is particularly beneficial for final year students, who often face tight deadlines and require efficient research methods to complete their projects.
Moreover, the internet fosters collaboration among students and faculty, enhancing the research process. Dabbagh and Kitsantas (2021) highlight that online platforms, such as discussion forums and collaborative tools, enable students to work together on projects, share ideas, and provide feedback. This collaborative environment not only enriches the research experience but also encourages the exchange of diverse perspectives, which can lead to more comprehensive and innovative research outcomes. The ability to connect with experts and mentors through social media and professional networks further enhances students' research capabilities, providing them with valuable insights and guidance.
However, the reliance on the internet for research also raises concerns about the quality and credibility of information. With the proliferation of online content, students may encounter a significant amount of misinformation and unreliable sources. According to a study by Metzger et al. (2019), many students struggle to evaluate the credibility of online information, often relying on superficial indicators such as website design or popularity. This lack of critical evaluation skills can lead to the incorporation of flawed data into research projects, ultimately compromising the integrity of their work. As such, it is essential for students to develop the skills necessary to navigate the digital landscape effectively, ensuring that they can discern credible sources from unreliable ones.
In summary, the internet plays a crucial role in shaping the research practices of final year students. While it offers unprecedented access to information and collaborative opportunities, it also presents challenges related to information quality and evaluation. Understanding these dynamics is essential for educators and students alike, as they navigate the complexities of academic research in the digital age.

2.3 Benefits of Internet Use in Research
The benefits of internet use in academic research are manifold and have been widely documented in the literature. One of the most significant advantages is the enhanced accessibility to information. Students can access a wealth of academic resources from anywhere with an internet connection, breaking down geographical barriers that once limited their research capabilities. As noted by Bennett and Maton (2019), this accessibility allows students to explore a diverse range of perspectives and ideas, enriching their understanding of their research topics. The ability to access information at any time also empowers students to engage in self-directed learning, fostering a sense of autonomy and responsibility in their academic pursuits.
Additionally, the internet facilitates the development of critical research skills. As students navigate online resources, they learn to evaluate sources for credibility, relevance, and bias. Hargis (2021) emphasizes that the ability to critically assess information is essential for academic success in the digital age. By engaging with various resources, students can enhance their analytical skills, enabling them to synthesize information effectively and draw informed conclusions. This process of critical evaluation is vital, as it not only improves the quality of their research but also prepares students for future academic and professional endeavors where information literacy is increasingly important. The internet thus serves as a platform for students to cultivate essential skills that will benefit them beyond their academic careers.
Collaboration is another key benefit of internet use in research. Online platforms allow students to connect with peers and faculty, fostering a sense of community and support. According to a study by Johnson et al. (2018), collaborative research projects conducted online can lead to improved learning outcomes, as students benefit from the diverse perspectives and expertise of their collaborators. This collaborative environment encourages students to engage in meaningful discussions, share resources, and provide constructive feedback, ultimately enhancing the quality of their research. The ability to work together in real-time, regardless of geographical constraints, allows for a more dynamic and interactive research process.
Furthermore, the internet provides access to a wealth of multimedia resources that can enrich the research experience. Students can utilize videos, podcasts, and interactive content to gain a deeper understanding of their topics. This variety of resources caters to different learning styles and preferences, making research more engaging and effective. As noted by Greenhow and Lewin (2018), the integration of multimedia resources into research not only enhances comprehension but also encourages creativity and innovation in students' work. By leveraging these diverse resources, students can produce more comprehensive and well-rounded research projects.
In conclusion, the internet offers numerous benefits for final year students engaged in academic research. From enhanced accessibility to information and the development of critical research skills to opportunities for collaboration and the use of multimedia resources, the internet serves as a powerful tool that can significantly improve research outcomes. However, it is essential to recognize that these benefits come with challenges that must be addressed to ensure that students can fully leverage the potential of the internet in their research endeavors.

2.4 Challenges of Internet Use in Research
Despite the numerous benefits, the internet also presents significant challenges for final year students conducting research. One of the most pressing issues is information overload. With the vast amount of information available online, students may struggle to filter through excessive content to find relevant and credible sources. As noted by Rosen and Lim (2021), this overload can lead to confusion and frustration, ultimately hindering students' ability to focus on their research objectives. The challenge of sifting through large volumes of information can result in wasted time and effort, detracting from the quality of the research process.
Another challenge is the prevalence of distractions associated with internet use. Social media, entertainment websites, and other online diversions can easily capture students' attention, leading to procrastination and poor time management. A study by Junco (2021) found that excessive social media use negatively impacts students' academic performance, as it diverts their attention away from their studies. This challenge is particularly relevant for final year students, who often face significant pressure to complete their research projects within tight deadlines. The temptation to engage in non-academic activities can lead to a lack of focus and diminished productivity, ultimately affecting the quality of their work.
Furthermore, the risk of academic dishonesty is heightened in the digital age. The ease of access to information can tempt students to engage in plagiarism or other forms of academic misconduct. According to a study by McCabe and Treviño (2017), students who perceive a high level of internet accessibility are more likely to engage in dishonest behaviors. This underscores the importance of fostering a culture of academic integrity and providing students with the tools and resources they need to conduct ethical research. Institutions must emphasize the significance of proper citation practices and educate students about the consequences of academic dishonesty.
Lastly, the digital divide remains a critical issue that can affect students' ability to utilize the internet effectively for research. Not all students have equal access to reliable internet connections or digital devices, which can create disparities in research opportunities. According to a report by the Pew Research Center (2019), students from lower socioeconomic backgrounds are more likely to face challenges related to internet access, which can hinder their academic performance. Addressing this digital divide is essential for ensuring that all students can benefit from the resources available online and engage in meaningful research experiences.
In summary, while the internet offers numerous advantages for final year students conducting research, it also presents significant challenges that must be addressed. Information overload, distractions, the risk of academic dishonesty, and the digital divide are all factors that can impact students' research experiences. Understanding these challenges is crucial for developing strategies to support students in navigating the complexities of academic research in the digital age.

2.5 Summary
The literature reviewed in this chapter highlights the profound impact of the internet on the research practices of final year students. While the internet provides unprecedented access to information, facilitates collaboration, and enhances the development of critical research skills, it also presents significant challenges that can hinder students' academic performance. The dual nature of the internet as both a powerful tool and a potential source of distraction underscores the need for students to develop effective strategies for managing their research processes.
As students navigate the complexities of online research, it is essential for educational institutions to provide support and resources that address the challenges associated with internet use. This includes offering training in digital literacy, critical evaluation of sources, and time management skills. By equipping students with the necessary tools to navigate the digital landscape, institutions can help them maximize the benefits of internet use while minimizing its drawbacks.
Furthermore, fostering a culture of academic integrity is crucial in the digital age. Institutions must emphasize the importance of ethical research practices and provide clear guidelines on proper citation and the consequences of academic dishonesty. By instilling a sense of responsibility in students, educators can help ensure that the internet serves as a valuable resource for academic research rather than a source of temptation for unethical behavior.
In conclusion, the impact of the internet on final year students' research practices is multifaceted, encompassing both significant benefits and notable challenges. As the digital landscape continues to evolve, ongoing research is necessary to understand how these dynamics change over time and to develop effective strategies for supporting students in their academic endeavors. This chapter has laid the groundwork for the subsequent research, highlighting key themes and insights that will inform the study's objectives and methodology. The next chapter will outline the research design and methodology employed in this study, providing a framework for investigating the impact of the internet on final year student research.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter consists of all procedures employed in the course of this study. This is done under the following sub-heading:-
i. Research design
ii. Population of the study
iii. Sample and sampling technique
iv. Research instrument
v. Validity of instrument 
vi. Reliability of instrument
vii. Procedure for data collection
viii. Data analysis technique 
Research Design
This study adopted a descriptive survey research design. This design was considered appropriate and suitable as explained by Okorodudu (2013). It involved systematic collection of data about a given population or area of interest, group of persons, institutions, number of objects, method, and materials or class of events, in order to describe, compare, contrast, and interpret the existing phenomena or answering questions concerning the current status of the phenomena.
Population of the study
The population of this study consisted of all the Business Education lecturers and students of all levels in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. The population consisted of thirteen (13) Business Education lecturers and five hundred and twenty (520) students as at the time of writing this report.
Sample and sampling technique 
The researcher used the entire population of thirteen (13) business education lecturers and students in the study area. The reason for this was because the population of the study is small, manageable and sizeable. Okoli and Ifeakor (2020) asserted that where the population of the study is small, the entire population can be used.

Research Instrument
The instruments that was employed for the purpose of data collection was the questionnaire. It was titled: impact of internet on final year students research work: a case study of Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
Validity of the Instrument
	Validity of the instrument can be defined as the degree to which a test actually measures what it purported to measure (Adegbite, 2022). In line with this, the questionnaire was design with simple language in other for the respondents to understand and also the questionnaire was shown to the project supervisor, who affirmed the validity of the questionnaire before the questionnaire was administered.
Reliability of instrument
The reliability of the instrument was determined by the Cronbach Alpha approach which gave rise to an index of 0.89.
Data Analysis Technique
The data analysis was collected in respect of the bio-data using percentage and the research questions using mean ratings (descriptive statistics). All the hypotheses were tested using independent t-test at 0.05 level of significance and this is because according to Osuala (2014) it is a form of the t-test that is used where there is no association between the two sets of scores or values that are being compared. For the statistical analysis, all the Strongly Agreed and Agreed was taken as ―Agreed. Similarly, all the Disagreed and Strongly Disagreed was taken as ―Disagreed.




















CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF RESULT
This chapter deals with data analysis and interpretation of the data gathered for the study on its questionnaire Tittle The Impact of Internet on Final Year Students Research Work a Case Study of Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
The data were analysis using frequency count and percentage. The descriptive aspect of it is as a result obtain from analysis of such research question.
Table 1: Population of the Study
	S/N
	Level of Study
	Population

	1
			100
	106

	2
	200
	138

	3
	300
	179

	TOTAL
	423


Source: Kwara state college of education, Ilorin
Table 2: Analysis of Demographic Data of Students 
	S/N
	Level of Study
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	100
	106
	26%

	2
	200
	138
	32%

	3
	300
	179
	42%

	Total
	
	423
	100%


Source: Field Survey 2025.
Table 2, shows that out of 423 questionnaire answered and returned, 106 (26%) respondents were 100 level students, 138 (32%) were 200 level students, 179 (42%) were 300 level students Based on this analysis, it could be concluded that all levels participated in the research.
Table 3 Sex Distribution of Students
	S/N
	Level
	Male
	Female

	
	
	Frequency
	Percentage
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1
	100
	53
	13%
	53
	13%

	2
	200
	69
	16%
	69
	16%

	3
	300
	90
	21%
	89
	21%

	Total
	212
	50%
	211
	50%


Source: Field Survey 2025.
From table 3, 53(13%) of the sampled students are 100 male students and 53 (13%) are females. 69 (16%) are 200 level male students and 69 (16%) are females. 90 (21%) are are 300 level male students and 89 (21%) are 300 level female.
Table 4: Frequency of Internet Use
	S/N
	Frequency
	Number of Respondent
	Percentage

	1
	Everyday
	222
	55%

	2
	Once in a week
	62
	15%

	3
	Once in two week
	41
	5%

	4
	Once in a month
	52
	13%

	5
	Occasionally 
	40
	10%

	6
	Never
	6
	2%

	Total
	423
	100%


Source: Field Survey 2025.
From table 4, results gotten from the research shows that 222(55%) of respondents use the internet every day, 62(15%) use internet once a week, 41(5%) use the internet once in two weeks, 52(13%) use the internet once in a month, 40(10%) use the internet occasionally while 6(2%) do not use internet. The findings show that majority of students use the internet every day. This result collaborates with Waldman (2003) which said that 73% of the students accessed the internet daily.

Table 5: Most Preferred Location of Internet Usage.
	S/N
	Location
	Number of Respondent
	Percentage

	1
	Personal home
	216
	54%

	2
	School library
	41
	10%

	3
	Cybercafé
	96
	21%

	4
	Other specify
	70
	15%

	Total
	423
	100%


Source: Field Survey 2025.
From table 5, 216(54%) of the respondents preferred internet usage from their personal home, 41(10%) preferred it in the school library, 96(21%) preferred it at the cybercafé and 70(15%) of the students preferred internet location at different places not stated. The findings show that a greater number of the population 108(54 deg * 6) preferred location internet usage was at their personal home.
Table 6: Purpose for Browsing the Internet
	S/N
	Purpose
	Number of Respondent
	Percentage

	1
	Obtain course related information
	190
	45%

	2
	Communication (E-mail)
	86
	22%

	3
	Game music
	45
	8%

	4
	E-book and journal downloading 
	60
	15%

	5
	Obtain non-course related information
	42
	10%

	Total
	423
	100%


Source: Field Survey 2025.
From table 6, 190(45%) of the respondents use the internet to obtain course related information, 86(22%) use the internet for communication (E-mail), 45(8%) use the internet for playing games and music, 60(15%) use the internet for E-books and journal downloading and 42(10%) use the internet to obtain non-course related information. This findings revealed that 190(45%) of the students use the internet to obtain course related information.
Table 7: Most Used Search Engine
	S/N
	Search Engine
	Number of Respondent
	Percentage

	1
	Google
	286
	72%

	2
	Yahoo
	58
	14%

	3
	Ask
	49
	9%

	4
	Other Specify
	30
	5%

	Total
	423
	100%


Source: Field Survey 2025.
From table 7, 286(72%) of the respondents use Google search engine, 58(14%) use the Yahoo, 49(9%) use the Ask, 30(5%) use other search engines. The findings revealed that more of the population ie. 286(72%) use the Google search engine.
Table 8: Influence of Internet on Students Academic Performance
	S/N
	Influence of Internet on Students Academic Performance
	Number of Respondent
	Percentage

	1
	To aid research
	234
	59%

	2
	Providing access to current information source
	134
	34%

	3
	To help to prepare for examinations and tests
	43
	10%

	4
	To help in assignments
	108
	27%

	5
	To aid communication between students and lecturers
	30
	5%


Source: Field Survey 2025.
From table 8, 234(59%) use the internet to aid research, 134(34%) accept that the internet provides access to current information sources, 43(10%) use the internet to prepare for examinations and tests, 108(27%) said the internet helps in assignment and 43(5%) said the internet aid communication between students and lecturers. The findings reveled that a greater proportion of students use the internet to aid research.   
Table 9: Problems Encountered in the use of internet services 
	S/N
	Problems
	Number of Respondent
	Percentage

	1
	Slow internet speed 
	222
	56%

	2
	Power failure 
	75
	16%

	3
	Poor computer skills
	64
	14%

	4
	Paying for online services 
	90
	23%


Source: Field Survey 2025.
From table 9, 222(56%) said they faced the problem of slow internet speed, 75(16%) said they faced the problem of power failure, 64(14%) said they had poor computer skills and 90(23%) said they had challenges in paying for online services. From the findings, we can reveal that the major problem faced by students was slow internet speed.
Discussion of Results
The results from table 4 revealed that majority of the participants 222(55%) access the internet every day. This is followed by 62(15%) who access the internet once in a week. Moreover, 18(5%) access the internet once in two weeks. 52(13%) access the internet once in a month and 40(10%) access the internet occasionally. Only 6(2%) indicate they never use the internet. The results generally indicate that the majority of respondents access the internet every day of the week. This result corresponds with [1] findings in a similar study that showed that the majority of users access the internet for an hour per day, i.e. between 5-7 hours per week.
The results in table 5 revealed that majority of participants 216(54%) preferred location of the internet was their personal home. This is followed by 36(10%) whose location was the school library. Also 86(21%) location was the cybercafé and 60(15%) gave different locations as their preferred place of internet use. This result corresponds with [19] finding in a similar study that 83% of internet users had access to internet at their home and 51% of the respondents accessed the internet at their college library.
The results in table 6 revealed that 180(45%) of the respondents use the internet to obtain course-related information. 86(22%) use the internet for communication (E-mail.) 32(8%) use the internet for games and music and 60(15%) use the internet for E-books and journals downloading. However, 42(10%) use the internet to obtain non course-related information. The findings show that the internet is being used by respondents mainly to obtain course related information and it is least being used by respondents for games and music. Similarly, Kumar and Kaur [26] reported that students use the internet mainly for academic purposes which included obtaining course related information and communication by E-mail.
The results in table 7 revealed that 286(72%) have Google as their most used search engine. 58(14%) use Yahoo, 36(9%) use Ask. However 20(5%) specified other search engines. This result corresponds with Wirth and Colleagues (2007) which revealed that the Google was the most popular search engine and mostly used by students.
The results in table 8 revealed that 224(59%) use the internet to aid research, 134(34%) accept that the internet provides access to current information sources, 40(10%) use the internet to prepare for examinations and tests, 108(27%) said the internet helps in assignments and 20(5%) said the internet aid communication between students and lecturers. The results in table 4.7 generally show that respondents strongly agree that it would be difficult to survive in their programme without access to the internet.
This results agree with [36] who revealed in accordance with the findings that internet has a major role in helping undergraduate researcher's access large number of materials from different parts of the world.
The results in table 9 revealed that 222(56%) showed that their major challenge was slow internet speed, 62(16%) indicated power failure, 54(14%) indicated poor computer skills and 90(23%) indicated paying for online service as their problem. From the findings, the major challenge faced by students was slow internet speed. Ibegwam [2] revealed that one of the problem faced by students was slowness of the server or its breakdown as a result of constant disconnection due to poor phone-lines. Results from the research also shows that 54(13.5%) still lack computer skills and this collaborates with [39] which revealed that lack of searching skills is still hindering good use of the internet.
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CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
This study was conducted to investigate the impact of the internet on the research work of final year students at Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. The research aimed to determine the extent of internet use, identify the most utilized online resources, assess the perceived benefits, and uncover the challenges students face.
A descriptive survey research design was adopted for the study. A structured questionnaire was administered to a sample of final year students selected through stratified random sampling. The collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequency counts, percentages, and mean scores.
The key findings from the study revealed that:
1. A vast majority of final year students heavily rely on the internet for conducting their research projects.
2. General search engines, particularly Google Search, were the most frequently used online resource, with significantly less usage of specialized academic databases and institutional e-libraries.
3. The most significant perceived benefits of using the internet were fast access to a wide range of information and the convenience of conducting research from any location.
4. The primary challenges encountered by students included the high cost of internet data, difficulty in verifying the credibility of online sources, and the prevalent temptation of plagiarism through "copy and paste."
Conclusion
The internet has become an indispensable and transformative tool for final year students at Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Its integration into the research process has drastically increased efficiency and access to information, fundamentally changing how students approach their final year projects.
However, this research concludes that the use of the internet is a double-edged sword ⚔️. While its benefits are undeniable, the potential is often undermined by significant challenges. The over-reliance on generic search engines at the expense of scholarly databases, coupled with a lack of critical evaluation skills, can negatively affect the quality of research output. Issues of academic integrity, such as plagiarism, are exacerbated by the ease of access to information. Therefore, while the internet is a powerful enabler, its effective use is contingent on students' digital literacy skills and the provision of adequate institutional support. Without proper guidance and resources, students may engage in superficial research, defeating the core objectives of the final year project.

Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusion, the following recommendations are made:
For the College Administration:
1. Enhance Internet Infrastructure: The college should invest in providing reliable, affordable, and high-speed campus-wide Wi-Fi to ease the financial burden of data costs on students.
2. Subscribe to Academic Databases: The college library should subscribe to essential academic databases relevant to the courses offered (e.g., JSTOR, EBSCOhost, ProQuest, ScienceDirect). This would guide students toward more credible sources.
3. Organize Mandatory Workshops: The administration should collaborate with the college library and ICT unit to conduct mandatory workshops for final year students on topics like advanced search techniques, evaluating online sources, avoiding plagiarism, and using citation management software (e.g., Zotero, Mendeley).
For Lecturers and Project Supervisors:
1. Integrate Digital Literacy: Supervisors should dedicate part of their initial meetings to guiding students on how to conduct scholarly online research, emphasizing the difference between credible academic sources and general web content.
2. Promote Use of Plagiarism Checkers: Lecturers should introduce students to plagiarism detection tools like Turnitin (if available) or free online alternatives to promote academic integrity and originality.
3. Assess Sources: A student's list of references or bibliography should be critically reviewed early in the research process to ensure they are using high-quality, relevant academic sources.
For Students:
1. Develop Critical Evaluation Skills: Students must learn to critically question the information they find online. They should prioritize sources from educational institutions (.edu), government organizations (.gov), and reputable journals over blogs or commercial websites.
2. Go Beyond Google: Students should make a conscious effort to use the library's e-resources and Google Scholar for more focused and credible academic materials.
3. Practice Digital Note-Taking and Citation: To avoid accidental plagiarism, students should meticulously take notes and immediately cite sources as they write, using reference management tools to keep track of their research materials.
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TEACHER’S FACTOR AND USAGE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY IN TEACHING  BUSINESS EDUCATION COURSES IN NIGERIA UNIVERSITY 
	S/N
	ITEMS
	A
	SA
	D
	SD

	1
	I find that the internet provides me with easy access to a wide range of research materials.
	
	
	
	

	2
	The internet has significantly improved my ability to gather information for my research work.
	
	
	
	

	3
	I rely on online databases and academic journals for my research more than traditional libraries.
	
	
	
	

	4
	The availability of e-books and online resources has enhanced my research experience.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Using the internet has improved my research skills and techniques.
	
	
	
	

	6
	I feel more confident in conducting research due to the resources available online.
	
	
	
	

	7
	The internet has helped me learn how to evaluate the credibility of sources for my research.
	
	
	
	

	8
	The internet has facilitated better communication with my peers regarding research work.
	
	
	
	

	9
	I use online platforms (e.g., forums, social media) to collaborate with classmates on research projects.
	
	
	
	

	10
	I find it easier to seek guidance from my lecturers through online communication tools.
	
	
	
	

	11
	I often encounter challenges in finding reliable information on the internet for my research.
	
	
	
	

	12
	The overwhelming amount of information available online can be confusing and time-consuming.
	
	
	
	

	13
	I have faced issues with internet connectivity that have hindered my research progress.
	
	
	
	

	14
	Overall, the internet has had a positive impact on my research work.
	
	
	
	

	15
	I believe that my final year project would have been more challenging without access to the internet.
	
	
	
	

	16
	I feel that the internet has made the research process more efficient for me.
	
	
	
	

	17
	I plan to continue using the internet as a primary resource for future research endeavors.
	
	
	
	

	18
	I believe that learning how to effectively use the internet for research should be included in the curriculum.
	
	
	
	

	19
	I find that online search engines (e.g., Google, Bing) are effective tools for locating relevant research materials.
	
	
	
	

	20
	I believe that access to online academic resources has significantly reduced the time I spend on research.
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