[bookmark: _Hlk208025985]INFLUENCE OF NURSERY RHYMES AND STORYTELLING 
ON ENGLISH LANGUAGES LEARNING IN PRIMARY 
SCHOOL IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF KWARA STATE

BY

ABDULLRAHEEM HABEEBLLAHI ADEKUNLE
KWCOED/IL/22/0388

A RESEARCH PROJECT SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH, KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, 

IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE AWARD OF NIGERIAN CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION 
(N.C.E.) 


SEPTEMBER, 2025


DEDICATION
This project is dedicated to Almighty Allah for His infinite mercies and guidance throughout this educational pursuit. And to my lovely parents for their loves and care. 












CERTIFICATION
This project has been read and approved as meeting the requirements for the award of Nigerian Certificate in Education (N.C.E) in the Department of English/Islamic Studies, School of Languages, Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. 



DR. MRS OLUWOLE Y.G.		______________		_______________
Project Supervisor                		Signature	 		Date




DR. (MRS.) ADOKUTU A.	    	________________		_______________
Head of Department                  		Signature 	         		Date




________________	_	  	________________		_______________
Project Coordinator                  		Signature 		 	Date


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I give thanks to the Almighty Allah who gave me the chance to have a word of gratitude and thankfulness on my journey, I honor Him and glorify His name. 
I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my supervisor, Dr. (Mrs.) Oluwole Y.G. who patiently read through the script and painstakingly offered useful correction, advice and scholarly guidance throughout the work. May Allah Almighty bless all that concerns you. Jazakumallah Kaeran.
My gratitude also goes to the H.0.D. of English Language Department, Dr. (Mrs.) Adokutu A. for been motherly to us and to other lecturers in the department of English and Islamic studies, may Almighty Allah bless you all (Amen).
My special gratitude also goes to my lovely parents Mr. and Mrs. Abdullraheem for their full support, kindness and word of advices, they really supported me with their wealth and prayer, may Almighty Allah reward you abundantly (Amen).
My special thanks goes to my caring Wife Mrs. Aishat and to my lovely children Abdullah and Khadijat, thank you all for your support, word of encouragement and prayers throughout my programme.
Finally, to my family, siblings, friends, course mate and love one who their prayers have kept me going thank you all.



ABSTRACT
The study focused on influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English language learning in primary school in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara State. four research questions and three research hypotheses were tested. The population of this study comprised of one hundred (100) teachers from five selected primary school in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara State. The instrument used for data collection was design questionnaire distributed across the five secondary school in Ilorin west local government area, data were analyzed using frequences and percentages. The findings of the study revealed that there is significant relationship between influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in boosting speech development. The findings of the study also reveal that: there is significant relationship between influence of Nursery Rhymes and storytelling in helping pupils to articulate words. The study also revealed that there is significant relationship between influence of Nursery Rhymes and storytelling in manipulating and identifying alphabet and their sounds. Based on these findings, the researcher recommended that word reading in sentences or longer texts versus reading words in isolation also requires more study. Provision of Instructional program that will ultimately help students with reading disabilities. KEYWORDS:  Influence of nursery rhymes, storytelling on English language, primary school.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1	Background of the Study 
English is as main need in this era. Technology has developed so fast. Many things related to children are served in the English language, like toys, games, learning process, etc. Meanwhile, not all parents can support their children in learning English. This need is responded to and supported by the school curriculum, especially in playgroups. Nevertheless, making children understand and practice English is not easy. They need to have fun learning, especially in appropriate media. Teaching English to young learners will be very interesting and challenging. The teaching and learning process is always fun and exciting. Teaching English to children is definitely different from teaching English to adults. Children have different characteristics, desires, and motivations. Since the children are very active, so the teacher should be attractive and patient in teaching. 
The teacher should be able to understand the characteristics of the students. As stated by Shin and Crandall in Paradisa (2017) that children are physically active, imaginative, easily distracted, and have a short attention span. Childhood is a period when children like to play and explore the environment. Fauziati (2015), also states that children like playing and talking about everything. They also understand and retain the meaning better when they see some objects associated with them. Piaget in Fauziati (2015) explains that the children constantly interact with the world around them, address the difficulties that the environment presents, and learning occurs as a result of taking action to solve the challenges. The child actively constructs the knowledge that arises from these behaviors rather than being imitated or born with it. Thought is considered as arising from action in this way; action is internalized or carried out mentally in the imagination, and thinking develops as a result. This implies kids learn by doing things with their hands or by observing and manipulating objects in their environment. They learn mostly by doing participation in activities.
It is clearly explained above that children learn something by doing activities. They commonly do not realize that they already get something to learn. Children learn by doing. It means that they learn language by using it: listening to it, speaking it, and writing it (Palim & Power in Fauziati, 2015). Teaching English to young learners needs an appropriate method and interesting media which can enliven the learning atmosphere. To improve children’s English vocabulary, Total Physical Response (TPR) is a method that can be used by the teacher (Ulya & Ichsan, 2021). Meanwhile, the Nursery rhyme is one of the media which meets both the requirements: developing children’s English vocabulary and enlivening the learning atmosphere. As stated by Fauziati (2015), nursery rhyme is one medium of classroom technique that creates an amusing atmosphere. By using nursery rhyme, the English learning for children will be fun and exciting. The children will be happy and not get bored. 
There are many kinds of audio type of materials that can be used in teaching and learning process such as songs, videos, movies, and rhymes. For teaching young learners, making a fun and unique classroom situation is good to gain their interest. According to Syahrul (2010), kids usually like to repeat on kind of activity or skills by practicing until they can really understand. Repeating something that is interesting for the kids can be implemented by using Nursery Rhymes. The use of nursery rhymes and storytelling in teaching English for young learners are expected to make the learning environment more relaxing and fun. It can help to boost the interest of young learners to learn English. According to Brewster (201), songs or rhyme can be used in many ways in learning activity such as ice breaker, practicing language, and changing interests. 
According to Paradisa (2017), nursery rhymes are simple traditional songs or poems for children. They contain word order and grammatical sentences that children can learn from. Most nursery rhymes are short, repetitive, and rhythmic. Due to the characteristics, it helps children recall what they have learned easily. However, there are some criteria that should be considered by the teacher in choosing appropriate rhymes A nursery rhyme is a way of using simple, repetitive poems with a young child. They can be fun and enjoyable adult– child activities. Nursery rhymes with movement or touching are the greatest because they help children understand the relationship between sounds, words, and events. They can give marvelous educational value to the children (Rini, 2017). Teaching nursery rhymes help young children become ready to learn to read. They hear new words and the ways of making sentences from the rhymes as many rhymes contain stories that help children understand and remember a series of events (Fauziati, 2015). It is in line with Sayakhan and Bradley that nursery rhymes can enhance early reading skills and phonemic awareness (Sayakhan & Bradley, 2019).
The teachers may use some supporting media in teaching English using nursery rhyme. Nursery rhymes can be taught through computers/laptop, mobile phones or tablets. There are also many nursery rhymes applications that can be used by teachers as a teaching aid in introducing the nursery rhymes. These applications provide nursery rhymes videos containing lyrics that children can sing along to. The animated videos provide visual aids to help the children understand words that are abstract (Paradisa, 2017). The usage of nursery rhymes applications will create a more enjoyable atmosphere for the children to learn English. 
Almufdi (2020), described storytelling as the interactive art of using words and actions to reveal the elements and images of a story while encouraging the listener’s imagination. Storytelling is one of the practical approaches that help learners of different ages understand text concepts (Isbell et al., 2014; Yaghmour and Obaidat, 2016). Storytelling involves a two-way interaction between a storyteller and one or more listeners. The responses of the listeners influence the telling of the story. In fact, storytelling emerges from the interaction and cooperative, coordinated efforts of teller and audience. In pupils, storytelling provides many psychological and educational benefits, such as enhanced imagination to help visualize spoken words, improved vocabulary, and more refined communication skills. 
According to Al-nassar, and Majidal (2010) cognitive development refers to how a person perceives, thinks, and gains an understanding of his or her world through the interaction of genetic and learned factors. Storytelling also helps in optimal Cognitive Development. Cognitive development includes information processing, intelligence, reasoning, language development, and memory which can be enhanced through storytelling. Reading and listening to stories from different angles helps the child to develop a better understanding of their environment and the people around them.
Isbelll. (2014) stated that storytelling is not only a means of entertainment but also a means of passing on family traditions and cultural history through generations. It can also help your child to explore their interest area. Not only this, there is another takeaway of storytelling! Your child might get into the habit of reading books. Sharing stories, talking and singing every day helps your child’s development in many ways. Yaghmour and Obaidat (2016), found that telling stories to young children improves children's perception of reading. The researchers noticed that despite the age long storytelling and plays in nursery schools, information about their effects in cognitive and social development has not been well documented.
Ellis (2017) suggests that storytelling is the most effective way to develop listening skills. Storytelling also provides an opportunity to experience the difference between listening quietly and listening actively, by participating in the process. Colon-Vila (1997) agrees that storytelling helps teach children to listen; it helps develop skills in both oral and written communication, while developing understanding of story schema. Therefore, the purposes of this study were to know the way to acquaint English to young learners through nursery rhymes and storytelling, to identify the criteria of nursery rhymes that suits the students, and to know the strengths and challenges in acquainting English to young learners through nursery rhymes 
1.2	Statement of the Problem
The ability to communicate with peers and adults in the educational setting is essential for pupils to succeed in school. Children develop speech early in their lives especially when appropriate strategies are used to enhance speech development. One of such strategies is the use of Nursery rhymes. It is believed that Nursery rhymes and storytelling are a socially engaging, playful and developmentally appropriate way for young children to hear, identify, manipulate and experiment with the sounds of language. It seems that one of the more necessary skills to early literacy learning is the use of nursery rhymes and storytelling to enhance phonological awareness, strong letter knowledge and acquisition of decoding ability. The problem of the study therefore is to investigate the influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English languages learning in primary school





1.3	Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of this research is to determine the influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English languages learning in primary school. Specifically, the researchers intended to:
1. Determine whether the use of Nursery rhymes and storytelling will boost pupil’s Speech development;
2. Determine whether the use of Nursery rhymes and storytelling helps pupils to articulate words;
3. Examine whether children expose to Nursery rhymes and storytelling can manipulate identify alphabet and their sounds
4. Determine the positive impact of Nursery rhymes and storytelling on the speech development of the pupils.
1.4	Research Question
The following research questions were formulated to guide the study:
1. What is the influence of Nursery Rhymes and storytelling in boosting speech development?
2. What is the influence of Nursery Rhymes and storytelling in helping pupils to articulate words?
3. What is the influence of Nursery Rhymes and storytelling in manipulating and identifying Alphabet and their sounds?
4. What are the positive impacts of Nursery Rhyme and storytelling on the speech development of pupils?
1.5	Research Hypotheses
[bookmark: _Hlk209858756]H1: There is significant relationship between influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in boosting speech development. 	
H2: There is significant relationship between influence of Nursery Rhymes and storytelling in helping pupils to articulate words.
H3: There is significant relationship between influence of Nursery Rhymes and storytelling in manipulating and identifying Alphabet and their sounds
H4: There is significant relationship between positive impacts of Nursery Rhyme and storytelling on the speech development of pupils.
1.6	Significance of the Study
Professionally, the findings from this study will serve as a useful guide to language planners and policy makers on the educational sector to trace the trend and come up with a policy framework to enrich the use of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English language learning in primary school.  To the academia, the study will serve as a springboard upon which further research can be carried out, possibly to explore new ways where nursery rhymes can be useful as learning tool. Teachers and Students will use the findings and recommendation from this study to examine the influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English languages.  
The teacher on the other hand, will also use the findings to evaluate their method of teaching and interaction with the students or pupils. 
1.7	Scope of the Study
The scope of the study covers the influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English languages learning in primary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The study will be limited to primary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state.
However, in the course of this research, the following constraints were encountered thus: Non-availability of enough resources (finance): A work of this nature is very tasking financially, money had to be spent at various stages of the research such resources which may aid proper carrying out of the study were not adequately available. Time factor: The time used in carrying out the research work is relatively not enough to bring the best information out of it. However, I hope that the little that is contained in this study will go a long way in solving many greater problems. In view of this some selected primary school will be sampled for the study.
1.8	Operational Definition of Terms
The terms used specifically in this study will be defined as below: 
· Nursery Rhymes: Are short poems or songs normally sung to little children.
· Rhyme: Is a repetition of similar sounds in the final stressed syllables and any following syllables of two or more words
· Storytelling: Is the act of sharing stories, using words, actions, or other media to convey a narrative, which can be used for entertainment, education, or to inspire an audience.
· Learning: Is the process of acquiring new knowledge, skills, behaviors, or understanding through experience, instruction, or practice
· Primary School: Also known as an elementary or junior school, is an educational institution for children typically aged 5 to 11


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
This chapter reviewed the existing literature on the influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English languages learning in primary school. Related literatures to this study are examined under the following sub-headings:
· History of Nursery Rhymes 
· Concept of Nursery Rhymes
· Concept of Storytelling  
· Storytelling Teaching and  Benefits 
· Appraisal of Literature Review 
2.1	History of Nursery Rhymes 
There is a pile of interesting sources about the history of nursery rhymes. There is a belief that the earliest nursery rhymes were first found before 1600s. The first rhymes were created from the oral tradition; those rhymes were sung and passed down from one generation to the next generation (Bodden, 2017). However, many nursery rhymes were not originally produced for young children. It was believed that some of nursery rhymes were created to be adult’s songs (Bodden, 2017). Some were created from the yells of vendors or seller s in the streets. Others were connected with old religious traditions. When the time had passed, nursery rhymes were gradually compatible to the daily lives of children. It is obviously seen that children sing those rhymes in their every single day at school and on the street (Bodden, 2017). A few of nursery rhymes were published in England called A Little Book for Little Children in the beginning of the 1700s. This popular book was about counting number, and those rhymes are still memorized today (Temple, Ogle, Crawford, & Freppon, 2016). There was a collection of rhymes during 1765 –1780s called Mother Goose’ s Melody published by John Newbery in England. At that time, it was a successful print because it was copied and soon sold throughout England and also in America (Temple et al., 2013). Nowadays, nursery rhymes are still surrounding children who are the new generation. Cardany (2013), concedes that nursery rhymes have influenced people for centuries, and today Mother Goose Melodies was perceived as a main background of children’s literature. In conclusion, nursery rhymes have connected with people since the ancient time, and they were developed from time to time. It is obviously seen that even though the time had passed, nursery rhymes are still favorite among children.
2.2	Concept of Nursery Rhymes
According to Oxford Online Dictionary, the word “nursery” refers to “a place where young children are cared for while their parents are at work,” and the word “rhyme” refers to “a word that has the same sound or ends with the same sound as another word.” The word nursery rhymes are extensively used to refer to a normal tradition poem or song for small children. Danielson (2015) defines, the meaning of nursery rhymes that they are verses told or sung to little children. Similarly, Pratama (2017) states that nursery rhymes are known as verse often sung for children. In addition, nursery rhymes are normal poetries that easily found in local area and the language used in rhymes are a specific language depends on each community (York, 2011). To sum up, nursery rhymes are referred to short poems or songs normally sung to little children, and generally found in a local community. The language used will rely on the native community where nursery rhymes were created.
2.3	Concept of Storytelling
Stories use an approach to language learning that emphasizes children’s involvement with the use of foreign language. Young learners also learn language unconsciously so teachers should formulate activities that will foster this kind of acquisition. Teachers can use stories to help children practice their reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. Storytelling becomes an effective technique for teaching English to early foreign language classes. Story time also creates a safe space for young learners and provides listening experiences with fun activity. People in all times and places have told stories. 
In the oral tradition, storytelling includes the teller and the audience. The story teller creates the experience, while the audience perceives the message and creates personal mental images from the words heard and the gestures seen. Most of the children love stories, and storytelling was regarded as a learning tradition. It plays a very important role in children’s language learning. With meaningful contexts, natural repetition, lovely characters and interesting plots, stories can be used to develop children’s language skills, such as listening, imagination and predicting (Wright, 2013).
Young learners exercise their imagination through stories. They “can become personally involved in a story as they identify with the characters and try to interpret the narrative and illustrations (Brewster, Ellis, & Girard, 2016). This imaginative experience helps” students develop their own creative potential. Stories also “develop the different types of ‘intelligences’ that contribute to language learning, including emotional intelligence” Stories “develop children’s learning strategies such as listening for general meaning, predicting, guessing meaning and hypothesizing”. “Learning English through stories can lay the foundations for secondary school in terms of learning basic language functions and structures, vocabulary and language learning skills” (Brewster et 2021). Wright states that stories which rely so much on words, offer major and consonant source of language experience for children. However, stories can motivate children, stimulate children’s imagination and arouse children’s interests, etc (Wright, 2013).
1. Stories provide meaningful contexts. Language is used to communicate. Using storytelling, teachers are not only using language in the text but also the whole context which brings out the meaning. In the teaching and learning process, when the teachers are telling the stories while the students are listening, they focus on meaning first. Some teachers might present the new language by repeating saying them several times, and they require students to listen carefully. They think that the more the teacher repeats the new language, the better the children will remember it. In this way, children learn some single words or some sentences.
2. Stories can provide natural repetition. When the students read the stories, they tend to pay attention to the key words or new language can be naturally repeated in stories.
3. Children’s listening skill can be developed. The use of storytelling in is also enhancing students’ listening skill. While children listen to stories, they try to guess the meaning of the new words and to grasp the main idea. While listening, children just concentrate on the pronunciation of the words or sentences, but not the meaning of it or the meaning of a context.
4. Stories, along with songs allow children to hear and understand far more English than any other method.
5. Enhancing storytelling with gestures, action, colorful illustrations, relevant games and role-plays increases language retention and acquisition and makes for really fun lesson.
2.3.1	Advantages of Nursery Rhymes 
Nursery rhymes are considered as an important tool for children’ s development in several skills. First, nursery rhymes enhance children’s pronunciation. Nursery rhymes are the important supporter for children in any age to improve or enhance English pronunciation (Bradley, 2019). When children hear the vowels and consonants through the rhymes, they would try to imitate the sounds (Kenny, 2015). Similarly, when parents or caregivers rhyming or singing for children, this is the way to help children to learn words and practice the pitch, and also help children to understand volume and rhythm, and children who listened to nursery rhymes would imitate the sound that they hear, and that is one of the ways to improve pronunciation (Stephens, 2018). 
Apart from learners’ pronunciation is developed, the ability of listening is also gradually improved. Listening to nursery rhymes will support children to distinguish the different sounds (Kelly, 2016). As Solihat, and Utani’ s study reveal that nursery rhymes reflect a positive effect on learners listening skills. Additionally, rhythm and rhymes of nursery rhymes can allure children, and also support them to improve listening skills (Dodson, 1985). To sum up, nursery rhymes are the essential supporters which can drive learners to have more effective listening skills. 
There are evidences support that nursery rhymes work for children to improve reading comprehension. Additionally, nursery rhymes will support children once children begin reading. Virtually, to response with rhyme and alliteration before children go to school is the way to help children develop reading comprehension later on (Bradley 2019). Lock and Welsch (2016) described the language and rhythm within nursery rhymes and children’ s literature can influence children to increase reading comprehension. To sum up, the function of nursery rhymes has a close relationship with reading comprehension; it promotes children to heighten reading ability. 
Nursery rhymes are admitted as the powerful tool for children to enhance vocabulary knowledge. It is important to the language learners who are learning English to have a large number of words to recall because learners are required to acquire a huge knowledge of words to expand their knowledge. Nursery rhymes consist of various simple words, and this characteristic help children to expand their knowledge of vocabulary, and they are capable to select words to apply in their daily lives. Listening to nursery rhymes, learners can learn vocabulary, especially words about people, places and ideas which would be constructed for their background of knowledge (Kenny, 2015). This will enlighten children to enlarge a store of words (Shweta, 2013). Moreover, the rhymes support children to recognize and remember a variety of words. In conclusion, nursery rhymes are the effective tool for children to expand their knowledge of vocabulary. 
2.4	Storytelling Teaching and Benefits 
Storytelling, in McDrury and Alterio’s words (2018), is a “uniquely human experience that enables us to convey, through the language of words, aspects of ourselves and others, and the worlds, real or imagined, that we inhabit”. The combination of words, actions as well as concepts of the stories makes storytelling a connection among generations (Spaulding, 2017). In accordance with the above authors, Harvey (2019) emphasized the relationship among tellers, listeners, and the story in storytelling in which they support each other in a triangulated way. 
In order to give a storytelling lesson effectively, a wide range of consideration should be given to the characteristics of this teaching method. Requesting students to memorize stories may not be effective enough in teaching children (Haven & Ducey, 2017); teachers should divide the stories into scenes and teach them through images with a lot of gestures and body language (Wilkin, 2014). Besides, as mentioned above, teachers should take notice of the learning environment in order to set up useful immediate settings for students’ great performance to occur. The effectiveness of second language development has been shown in a number of research over the years. It is believed that language knowledge and skills can take advantage of storytelling as a great teaching and learning source in students’ second language acquisition. Studies conducted by Keshta (2016), Marzuki, Prayogo, and Wahyudi (2017) have shown that this educational technique is an interactive activity in which communication can occur easily through the interpretation of the words in contexts. Additionally, regarding vocabulary and idioms learning, it is also important to signify the benefit of storytelling in delivering them successfully (Asl, 2013; Abdul-Ameer, 2014). 
Moreover, storytelling is proven to be effective in enhancing students’ attitudes and motivation in language learning (Elkılıc & Akca, 2015; Safdarian & Ghyasi, 2017). Last but not least, students can also develop their creativity and imagination in learning by learning with stories (Berki, 2014). Overall, this teaching practice is being applied by a variety of teachers as considerable benefits on students’ performance are shown in various students over the years. 
2.4.1	Benefits of storytelling in early childhood education
1.	Improves language skills: Reading is not the only way to encourage your child’s language development skills. Storytelling is a fun way for your child to get accustomed to hearing different words, syllables and sounds that they may not have normally heard in regular daily conversations. If you are storytelling, your child will understand the pronunciation of words and begin to recognize how sentences should sound and be organized (Okan, 2013). If they are reading, their verbal language will improve as they will be engaging in longer sentences than usual with unfamiliar words a key element of expanding their vocabulary. Alternate between you and the child for a well-rounded gain of benefits.
2.	According to (Millington, 2018), Boosts memory: This is a particularly important benefit that occurs when storytelling to your child. When listening to a story, children will have to remember the plot, characters and important details. This is not a frequent occurrence in their daily lives as conversations with adults are usually directive or descriptive while with other children it can be limiting. After the storytelling, our carers build on the benefit of memory-learning by asking questions about the story. This encourages children to pay attention along the way and to actively try to remember the storyline.
3.	Fosters imaginative, creative thinking and cognitive skills: Storytelling to children without the addition of illustrations or any other visual aid allows them to imagine characters and settings. This is important for their creative and imaginative thinking. Instead of a video or image doing the work for them, children instead, are forced to think of it themselves. Additionally, when reading plots to children, depending on the plot, they begin to ask themselves questions. Questions such as, “Who did it?”, “Why did he do it?” or “Is he going to do it?” will start to play in their minds. Naturally, they will try to figure it out themselves. Here, critical thinking about situations described in storytelling is introduced and is important for developing this skill later on Dincel (2017).
4.	Encourages enthusiasm for learning, writing and reading: Storytelling, regardless of what medium, is a fun and interactive activity for children. As they learn through the process and content of storytelling, children begin to learn to love learning and associate it with a fun activity. This is important for encouraging a healthy perspective on learning and school later on in life. It also teaches children key skills for their later years in school such as being able to sit and listen, critical thinking and comprehension.
5.	Develops cultural and moral understanding: Depending on the content of the storytelling, children can learn valuable cultural and moral lessons. Fables integrate morals in creative ways that are usually quite receptive to children. Additionally, some stories explain the cultures of different places and people. Children also learn to explore their own cultures and begin to develop an understanding that people come from different backgrounds, religions and countries.
2.5	Appraisal of the Literature Review  
Nursery rhymes and storytelling are effective tools for enhancing young learners’ English language skills. Nursery rhymes especially help improve listening skills, vocabulary acquisition, phonological awareness, and reading fluency through their rhythmic and repetitive nature. Storytelling complements this by developing comprehension, narrative skills, and speaking abilities by engaging children in meaningful language use.
However, both rhymes and storytelling increase students’ motivation and enjoyment in learning English. Their entertaining and interactive features encourage participation, which is critical for language acquisition at the primary school level. Nursery rhymes primarily support phonemic awareness, pronunciation, and vocabulary. 

















CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
This chapter consists of all procedures employed in the course of this study. This is done under the following sub-headings
· Research Design
· Population of the Study
· Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Validation of the Instrument
· Reliability of the Instrument 
· Procedure for Data Collection
· Procedure for Data Analysis
3.1	Research Design
	This study basically descriptive survey research. Best, (2015) described description survey as a method that enable researcher to obtain the opinion of the representative sample of the target population so as to be able to inter the perception of the entire population. Since this study is investigating the influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English languages learning in primary school. This design is considered appropriate for use in carrying out the study.



3.2	Population of the Study 
According to Caleb (2014), population is the total collection of all elements or number about which the researcher used to draw conclusions. The population for the study comprised five primary school in Ilorin West Local Government, twenty (20) teacher were randomly selected from each schools. 
3.3	Sample and Sampling Techniques 
	The sample for this study comprises the teachers of the selected primary schools so as to identify the influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English languages learning in primary school, while the researcher used simple Random sampling techniques to carryout the information. Because all the representative sample have the same probability of being selected. 
3.4	Research Instrument
	The instrumentation for the collection of data in this study was questionnaire designed by the researcher. The questionnaire was divided into section A and B. Section A consist information on the personal data of the respondents while section B measure questions or statements relating to research questions raised earlier. 
3.5	Validity of the Instruments 
	The drafted questionnaires were given to the project supervisor and other lecturers who are experts in the department of English education to determine the validity of the items. The corrections and observations were incorporated, resulting in the deletion, modification and retention of some items before the final draft was produced. 
3.6	Reliability of the Instrument 
Reliability is the level of consistency of a measuring instrument to measure what it is supposed to measure. It is the degree of accuracy of an instrument in relation to stability, consistency, repeatability and precision based on an appropriate measurement, Aremu, A.O and Adika, L.O (2016). This is to ensure that the instrument is error-free regardless of the number of times it is administered.
3.7	Procedure for Data Collection
	The data collected through the use of questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher. The questionnaire were taken to various schools and distributed through the help of the class teachers. The class teachers also helped in collecting the answered question back after the teachers had responded to them.
3.8	Data Analysis Techniques
The techniques adopted for the analysis and interpretation of data obtained is through percentage and t- test analysis.






CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION
This chapter focuses on presentation and analysis of data gathered from the respondents through questionnaire administered on them. In order to streamline the presentation and analysis of data, this chapter is discussed under the following sub-headings: Presentation of Demographic Information of Respondents, Answering Research Questions, and Discussion of Findings.
4.1	Presentation of Demographic Information of Respondents
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents Based on Gender
	S/N
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	Male 
	48
	48.0%

	2
	Female
	52
	52.0%

	
	Total
	100
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Table 1 shows that 48 (48.0%) of the total respondents were male, while 52 (52.0%) of the total respondents were female. That is, Table 1 reveals that more female participated on influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English language learning in primary school in Ilorin West LGA Kwara State.
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by Age Range
	S/N
	Age Range 
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	 Under 30 years 
	24
	24.0%

	2
	30 – 40 years 
	35
	35.0%

	3
	41– 50 years 
	32
	32.0%

	4
	51 years and above 
	9
	9.0%

	
	Total
	100
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Table 2 reveals that 24 (24.0%) of the respondents were in the age range between under 30 years. Also, Table 2 shows that 35 (35.0%) of the respondents were in the age range between 30 and 40 years. Moreover, the table shows that 32 (32.0%) of the respondents were in the age range between 41 and 50 years, while 9 (9.0%) of the total respondents were in the age range between 51 years and above. Table 2 reveals that majority of the respondents (35.0%) were in the age range between 30 and 40 years. The implication of this is that the respondents were believed to understand the contents of the research instrument, that is, influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English language learning in primary school in Ilorin West LGA Kwara State.
Table 3: Educational Qualification of Respondents 
	Educational qualification 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)

	ND/NCE
HND/BSC
Msc/Phd
	17
53
30
	17.0%
53.0%
30.0%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Tables 3 above, 17% of the respondents are ND/NCE holder, 53% are HND/B.Sc holder, 30% are M.sc/Ph.D holder. The data implies that HND/B.Sc constitute majority of respondents due to availability of tertiary institution in the local government with M.sc/Ph.D constituting just 30%.



Research Question 1: What is the influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in boosting speech development?
Table 4: Influence of Nursery Rhymes and storytelling in boosting speech development.
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA
4
	A
3
	D
2
	SD
1
	
Means

	1.
	Storytelling encourage children to listen and comprehend spoken language.
	23
(92)
	19
(57)
	25
(50)
	33
(33)
	2.32

	2.
	Nursery rhymes expose children to rhythm, rhyme, and sound patterns, helping them develop phonological awareness.
	33
(132)
	27
(81)
	18
(36)
	22
(22)
	2.72

	3.
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling help children develop their memory and recall skills.
	21
(84)
	19
(57)
	31
(31)
	29
(29)
	2.01

	4.
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling can help children develop emotional intelligence by exploring different emotions and experiences
	21
(84)
	17
(51)
	24
(48)
	38
(38)
	2.21

	
	Average Mean
	
	
	
	
	2.4


Source: Research survey (2025) 
Table 4 shows that the four (4) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.01. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that one of the four questionnaire items with mean scores (2.72) agreed to the statements, while three item had mean score that disagreed to the statements (2.32, 2.01, 2.21). Therefore, there are majority of people who believe that influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in boosting speech development. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.40, which is less than 2.50.

Research Question 2: What is the influence of Nursery Rhymes and storytelling in helping pupils to articulate words?
Table 5: Influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in helping pupils to articulate words.
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA
4
	A
3
	D
2
	SD
1
	Total
	
Means

	1.
	Nursery rhymes help children recognize word boundaries and develop an understanding of how words fit together.
	25
(100)
	18
(60)
	27
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.62
(2.62)

	2.
	Nursery rhymes expose children to various sound patterns, such as alliteration and assonance, which can help improve articulation.
	21
(112)
	20
(87)
	23
(52)
	36
(16)
	100
(267)
	2.4
(2.4)

	3.
	The repetitive nature of nursey rhymes allows children to practice articulating words and sounds multiple times.
	25 (100)
	25
(75)
	23
(46)
	27
(27)
	100
(273)
	2.7
(2.7)

	4.
	Nursery rhymes can help pupils develop clearer speech and improve articulation.
	26
(104)
	28
(84)
	26
(52)
	20
(20)
	100
(260)
	2.6
(2.6)

	
	Average mean
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Source: Research survey (2025)
Table 5 shows that the four (4) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.7 and lowest mean of 2.4. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that three of the four questionnaire items with mean scores (2.62, 2.7, and 2.6) agreed to the statements, while one items had mean scores that disagreed to the statements (2.4). Therefore, this implies that influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in helping pupils to articulate words. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.50, which is greater than 2.50.   
Research Question 3: What is the influence of Nursery Rhymes and storytelling in manipulating and identifying Alphabet and their sounds?
Table 6: Influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in manipulating and identifying alphabet and their sounds.
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA
(4)
	A
(3)
	D
(2)
	SD
	Total
	
Mean


	1.
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling can enhance overall language development, including vocabulary, syntax, and comprehension.
	32
(128)
	20
(60)
	22
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.62
(2.62)

	2.
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling can contribute to improved literacy skills, including alphabet recognition, phonological awareness and decoding.
	17
(68)
	32
(96)
	32
(64)
	19
(19)
	100
(247)
	2.72
(2.72)

	3.
	Nursey rhymes and storytelling can lay the foundation for reading skills, including recognizing alphabet letters and sounds and decoding words.
	16
(64)
	34
(102)
	31
(62)
	19
(19)
	100
(247)
	2.5
(2.5)

	4.
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling can lay the foundation for phonics skills, including sound-symbol association and decoding.
	21
(84)
	19
(57)
	31
(62)
	29
(29)
	100
232
	2.3
(2.3)

	
	Average mean
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Source: Field Survey, (2025)
Table 6 shows that the four (4) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.3. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that three of the four questionnaire items with mean scores (2.62, 2.7 and 2.5) agreed to the statements, while one items had mean score that disagreed to the statements (2.3). This implies influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in manipulating and identifying alphabet and their sounds. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.5, which is greater than 2.50.
Research Question 4: What are the positive impacts of Nursery Rhyme and storytelling on the speech development of pupils?
Table 7: Positive impacts of Nursery Rhyme and storytelling on the speech development of pupils.
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA
4
	A
3
	D
2
	SD
1
	Total
	
Means

	1.
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling help pupils develop clear articulation and pronunciation skills.
	25
(100)
	25
(75)
	23
(46)
	27
(27)
	100
(273)
	2.72
(2.72)

	2.
	Repeated exposure to nursery rhymes and storytelling can improve pupils fluency and confidence in speaking.
	26
(102)
	28
(84)
	26
(52)
	20
(20)
	100
(260)
	2.62
(2.62)

	3.
	Storytelling encourages pupils to engage in verbal communication, developing their speaking and listening skills.
	25
(100)
	18
(60)
	27
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.64
(2.64)

	4.
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling help pupils develop their memory and recall skills.
	21
(112)
	20
(87)
	23
(52)
	36
(16)
	100
(267)
	2.01
(2.01)

	
	Average mean
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Source: Research survey (2025)
Table 7 shows that the four (4) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.01. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that three of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.72, 2.7, 2.62 and 2.64) agreed to the statements, while one items had mean scores that disagreed to the statements (2.01). Therefore, this implies that positive impacts of nursery rhyme and storytelling on the speech development of pupils. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.50, which is greater than 2.50.
4.2	Testing of Hypothesis
Data Analysis and Presentation
Hypothesis One: There is significant relationship between influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in boosting speech development. 	
Table 1: T-test Analysis the relationship between influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in boosting speech development.
	Variables
	N
	


	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	
Influence of nursery rhymes
	100


100
	2.5


2.7
	0.58

0.64

	98
	2.63
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	Storytelling in boosting speech development
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


L.S = 0.05
From the analysis of table 1 above, the t-calculated value of 2.63 is greater than the critical value of 1.98 at 0.05 levels of significance and 98 degree of freedom. Based on this, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means there is a significant relationship between the influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in boosting speech development in Ilorin West LGA Kwara State.
Hypothesis Two: There is significant relationship between influence of Nursery Rhymes and storytelling in helping pupils to articulate words.
Table 2: T-test Analysis the relationship between influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in helping pupils to articulate words.
	Variables
	N
	
	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	Influence of nursery rhymes
	100


100
	1.98

2.0
	0.40


0.41
	98
	2.77
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	Storytelling in helping pupils to articulate words
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
L.S = 0.05	
From the analysis of table 2 above, the t-calculated value is 2.77 which t-critical value is 1.98. Since the t-calculated value is greater than the t-calculated value is greater than the t-critical value, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means that there is a significant relationship in influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in helping pupils to articulate words in Ilorin West LGA Kwara State.





Hypothesis Three: There is significant relationship between influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in manipulating and identifying Alphabet and their sounds.
Table 2: T-test and analysis the relationship between influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in manipulating and identifying alphabet and their sounds.
	Variables
	N
	
	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	
Influence of Nursery Rhymes
	100


100
	2.3


2.5
	0.43


0.58
	98
	2.54
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	Storytelling in Manipulating and identifying Alphabet.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



L.S = 0.05	
From the analysis of table 3 above, the t-calculated value is 2.54 which t-critical value is 1.98. Since the t-calculated value is greater than the t-calculated value is greater than the t-critical value, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means that there is a significant relationship between influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in manipulating and identifying alphabet and their sounds in Ilorin West LGA Kwara State.
4.3	Discussion and Findings
It was found that, teaching English vocabulary through nursery rhymes and storytelling assisted learners to improve their vocabulary knowledge. This is due to many reasons. Firstly, the unique characteristics of nursery rhymes helped learners to develop vocabulary knowledge. Nursery rhymes consist of simple words that learners are able to face or hear in their daily lives and relate to vocabulary knowledge. According to Kenny (2015), learners can learn vocabulary, especially words about places, people, and ideas which would enlighten their background of vocabulary knowledge through nursery rhymes. Similarly, Dodson (2015) stated that the language used in nursery rhymes and storytelling are the language that young children can catch up easily, and those words are short enough to draw children’s attention. In this study, nursery rhymes played a significant role as the powerful tool that assisted learners to gain several words due to the simplicity of each word. In other word nursery rhymes consist of rich ordinary vocabulary which learners easily remember a lot of words.













CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1	Summary 	
	This study was carried out to find out Influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English languages learning in primary school.  After embarking on the study, the findings reveal some fundamental factor in the school which promote and encourage nursery rhymes and storytelling in teaching and learning in the school. In addition, the use of nursery rhymes in teaching in the school is so devastating that there is urgent need for all English teachers to get involve in other to find solution to the menace. 	
	the research revealed that nursery rhymes in teaching is an acceptable way for pupils or student, which is highly encourage by teachers in the school. From our findings, we discovered that the use of nursery rhymes in teaching helps the pupils or student in order to upgrade their reading and writing skills. 	
	Another reason discovered from the study is the way pupils or students learn how to spell and pronounce certain English words without checking the dictionary. The more the pupils learn with nursery rhymes it becomes very easy for them to know how to spell and pronounce certain English words without checking the dictionary.



5.2	Conclusion
The study has provided valuable insights into the potential benefits of integrating nursery rhymes into the curriculum. The study demonstrated that regular engagement with nursery rhymes led to noticeable improvements in pupils pronunciation and articulation skills. This suggests that nursery rhymes are an effective tool for enhancing phonological awareness. Nursery rhymes also played a crucial role in expanding students' vocabulary. Through repetition and contextual understanding within the rhymes, pupils were able to acquire and confidently use new words in their spoken language.
Further, pupils who actively participated in nursery rhyme activities showed enhanced confidence in their speaking abilities. The repetitive nature of nursery rhymes allowed pupils to develop their speaking skills in a comfortable and encouraging environment.
Lastly, consistent exposure to nursery rhymes led to improved fluency in pupils speech. They were able to express themselves more smoothly and coherently, with reduced
under peer review hesitations. These findings underscore the importance of incorporating nursery rhymes into educational practices and highlight the potential benefits they offer for language development.


5.3	Recommendations 	
i. Word reading in sentences or longer texts versus reading words in 	isolation also requires more study. 	
ii. Provision of Instructional program that will ultimately help students with reading disabilities. 	
iii. Based on the research carried out, there is need for a competent a teacher who will handle the aspect of the use of nursery rhymes and storytelling. 	
iv. Average learners should be motivated during class period when teaching second language. 	
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APPENDIX

KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN

ENGLISH LANGUAGE/ISLAMIC STUDIES DEPARTMENT

QUESTIONNAIRE ON INFLUENCE OF NURSERY RHYMES AND STORYTELLING ON ENGLISH LANGUAGES LEARNING IN PRIMARY SCHOOL IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF KWARA STATE

Dear respondent,
This Questionnaire is designed to extract information on influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling on English language learning in primary schools in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara state. The research questionnaire is under the supervision of the above institution. It is therefore purely an academic work to facilitate the accomplishment of the work.
Kindly, give accurate responses to make the findings a reliable one. The information provided will be treated with utmost confidentiality.
Thanks for your cooperation.
						Yours Faithfully 
							
						Abdullraheem Habeebllahi Adekunle





SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHIC DATA OF RESPONDENTS
Name of School:									
Sex:  Male (   )		Female (   )
Highest Academic Qualification: NCE (  ),   OND/HND (  ),  B.A/B.Sc( ), M.A/M.Sc ()
SECTION B
Instruction: please kindly tick ( ) where appropriate that agreed with your choice in relation to the questions.
Key:
SA		Strongly Agreed
A		Agreed 
D		Disagreed
SD		Strongly Disagreed
[bookmark: _Hlk209855957]Research Question One: What is the influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in boosting speech development?
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	SA
	A
	D
	S D

	1
	Storytelling encourage children to listen and comprehend spoken language.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Nursery rhymes expose children to rhythm, rhyme, and sound patterns, helping them develop phonological awareness.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling help children develop their memory and recall skills.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling can help children develop emotional intelligence by exploring different emotions and experiences
	
	
	
	



Research Question Two: What is the influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in helping pupils to articulate words?
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	SA
	A
	D
	S D

	1
	Nursery rhymes help children recognize word boundaries and develop an understanding of how words fit together.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Nursery rhymes expose children to various sound patterns, such as alliteration and assonance, which can help improve articulation.
	
	
	
	

	3
	The repetitive nature of nursey rhymes allows children to practice articulating words and sounds multiple times.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Nursery rhymes can help pupils develop clearer speech and improve articulation.
	
	
	
	



Research Question Three: What is the influence of nursery rhymes and storytelling in manipulating and identifying Alphabet and their sounds?
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	SA
	A
	D
	S D

	1
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling can enhance overall language development, including vocabulary, syntax, and comprehension.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling can contribute to improved literacy skills, including alphabet recognition, phonological awareness and decoding.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Nursey rhymes and storytelling can lay the foundation for reading skills, including recognizing alphabet letters and sounds and decoding words.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling can lay the foundation for phonics skills, including sound-symbol association and decoding.
	
	
	
	




Research Question Four: What are the positive impacts of nursery rhyme and storytelling on the speech development of pupils?
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	SA
	A
	D
	S D

	1
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling help pupils develop clear articulation and pronunciation skills.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Repeated exposure to nursery rhymes and storytelling can improve pupils fluency and confidence in speaking.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Storytelling encourages pupils to engage in verbal communication, developing their speaking and listening skills.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Nursery rhymes and storytelling help pupils develop their memory and recall skills.
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