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ABSTRACT
This study investigates the influence of environmental and locational factors on students’ academic performance in Economics in selected secondary schools within Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State. Data were collected from 100 students and 10 Economics teachers through structured questionnaires and analyzed using frequency tables and percentages. Findings reveal that well-equipped classrooms, qualified teachers, and adequate learning resources positively impact students’ performance. However, access to digital tools such as computers and the internet remains limited. The study also highlights that long distances from home to school negatively affect students’ concentration and energy, while urban schools generally have better infrastructure and more learning opportunities than rural schools. Both students and teachers acknowledge that poor infrastructure and locational challenges impede academic success. The study concludes that enhancing educational infrastructure, digital access, and equitable resource distribution is crucial for improving academic outcomes in Economics. Recommendations include investing in school facilities, increasing digital tool availability, enhancing teacher training, and implementing policies to reduce disparities between urban and rural schools.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background to the Study
Education is a fundamental instrument for national development, and its impact is significantly influenced by environmental and locational factors. Academic performance in economics, like other subjects, is shaped by a combination of personal, environmental, and locational variables Students in secondary schools within Ilorin West Local Government Area (LGA) of Kwara State experience diverse environmental and locational challenges, which may contribute to their academic performance in economics. (Aremu & Sokan, 2003).
The school environment including infrastructure, classroom conditions, teaching facilities, and the overall learning atmosphere plays a vital role in students’ comprehension and interest in economics (Owoeye & Yara, 2011). Similarly, locational factors such as proximity to school, socio-economic status of the neighborhood, and urban-rural disparities  also contribute to shapping students academic performances. Students from  urban schools might have better  access to learning  resources,  experienced teachers, and conducive environments compared  to those in rural  areas. (Eze & Eze, 2018).
Economics as a subject equips students with essential knowledge and skills for understanding societal and global economic trends. Poor academic performance in economics, however, raises concerns regarding the adequacy of the learning environment and other related locational factors. Understanding the interplay of these variables is crucial for designing effective interventions to enhance students' academic performances. Therefore, this study investigates  the impact of environmental and locational factors on students’ academic performances in economics in selected secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA of Kwara State.

1.2 Statement of the Problem
Despite the importance of economics in preparing students for decision-making in their personal and professional lives, academic performance in the subject has been declining in some secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area (LGA). This trend has been attributed to various factors, including inadequate school facilities, overcrowded classrooms, unqualified teachers, and unfavorable locational factors such as long distances to school and poor neighborhood conditions (Ajayi & Ogunyemi, 1990; Eze & Eze, 2018).
Previous studies have examined general factors affecting students academic performance, however, there is limited research specifically addressing the combined  effect of environmental and locational factors on students’ performance in economics within Ilorin West LGA. This gap necessitates an investigation to identify the extent to which these variables influence learning outcomes in economics.

1.3 Objectives of the Study

The primary aim of this study is to examine the impact of environmental and locational factors on students' academic performance in economics in selected secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA. The specific objectives are to:
1. investigate the influence of school infrastructure on students’ academic performances in economics.
2. assess the impact of locational factors, such as distance to school and neighborhood socio-economic status, on students’  academic performances in economic.
3. examine the role of teacher’s qualification and availability of teaching aids on students’ academic performances in economics. 
1.4 Research Questions
To achieve the objectives of the study, the following research questions will be addressed:
1. how does school infrastructure affect students’ academic performance in economics?
2. what is the impact of locational factors on students’ performances in economics?
3. to what extent does  teachers qualification and availability of teaching aids  contributed to students  academic  performances in economics.  
1.5 Research Hypotheses
The study will test the following hypotheses:
H01:-There is no significant relationship between school infrastructure and students’ academic performances in economics.
H02:-Locational factors do not significantly influence students’ academic performance in economics.
H03:-Teacher qualification and availability of teaching aids do not significantly impact students’ academic performances in economics.
1.6 Significance of the Study
This study is significant as it provides insights into the specific environmental and locational factors that influence students’ academic performance in economics. The findings will benefit:
1. Educational policymakers: By identifying areas that require intervention to enhance learning conditions.
2. School administrators: In understanding and addressing challenges related to the school environment.
3. Teachers: By highlighting the importance of resource availability and teaching qualification. 
4. Parents and community members: By creating awareness of how locational factors impact their children’s education.
1.7 Scope and Delimitation of the Study
This study is limited to the Ilorin West Local Government Area and five  schools are selected  due  time and cost constraints. In addition, one hundred students are selected from above schools results to twenty in each school. 

1.8 Definition of Terms
1. Environment: Means  physical and social conditions within the school that influence learning.
2. Location:  Refers  to geographical setting of the school and its surrounding neighborhood.
3. Academic Performance: Is define as level of Students achievement measured through tests, exams, and overall grades.
4. Economics: A social science subject taught in secondary schools that studied how resources are allocated and managed.





1.9 Organization of the Study
This research project is organized into five chapters, each serving a specific purpose in the development and presentation of the study:
This chapter provides the general background to the study, statement of the problem, objectives of the study, research questions, research hypotheses, significance, scope and delimitation of the study, definitions of terms, and the organization of the study itself. This chapter reviews relevant literature and theoretical frameworks that inform the study. It includes the conceptual framework, theoretical framework, empirical studies, and identification of gaps in existing literature that the current research seeks to fill.  This chapter describes the research design, population, sample and sampling techniques, research instruments, validity and reliability of the instruments, method of data collection, and the statistical tools used for data analysis. This chapter presents the data collected from the field, analyzes the responses using appropriate statistical methods, and interprets the findings in line with the research questions and hypotheses. While, chapter the final chapter summarizes the major findings of the study, draws relevant conclusions, and makes actionable recommendations based on the results. It also suggests areas for further research.







CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Conceptual Framework
2.1.1 Concept of Environment
 Environment refers to external factors, including physical, social, and cultural conditions that influence the learning process and academic performance of students. Olayemi (2019) defines the learning environment as the combination of all elements, such as school infrastructure, classroom setting, teacher quality, and availability of learning resources that affect the academic growth of students. These factors create an atmosphere that can either support or hinder academic performance.
2.1.2 Concept of Location in Education
Location, in an educational context, refers to the geographical area where a school is situated, such as urban, rural, or semi-urban settings. According to Ojo and Adeyemi (2020), urban schools are typically better resourced with libraries, laboratories, and digital tools, while rural schools face challenges such as poor infrastructure, long distances, and inadequate teaching staff. The disparity in resources and opportunities between urban and rural locations can significantly impact students’ academic outcomes.
2.1.3 Relationship Between School Environment
Location, and Academic Performance
Studies have established a strong link between the school environment, location, and students’ academic performance. According to Adebayo and Oladipo (2017), students who learn in a conducive environment and attended schools in well-resourced locations often perform better academically. Conversely, students in poor environments and remote locations struggle due to limited access to qualified teachers and learning materials.
2.1.4 Academic Performance in Economics
Economics as a subject requires critical thinking, analytical skills, and an understanding of real-world applications. Adewale and Yusuf (2021) noted that the teaching and learning of economics can be significantly influenced by the environment and location of the school. A lack of adequate instructional materials, such as economics textbooks and visual aids, are not available in rural schools, leading to poorer academic performance compared to urban schools.
2.2 Theoretical Framework
2.2.1 Ecological Systems Theory
Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory (1979) explains how various layers of the environment microsystem, mesosystem, exosystem, and macrosystem interact to influence human development. Ogunleye (2018) applied this theory to education, emphasizing how immediate environmental factors, such as school infrastructure, teacher quality, and parental involvement, have a direct impact on students' academic performance. For instance, urban schools often benefit from better resources and support systems, which enhance learning outcomes in subjects like Economics. Conversely, in many rural schools, limited access to educational materials, underqualified teachers, and minimal parental engagement can hinder students' academic achievement, highlighting how different layers of the environment contribute to educational disparities.
2.2.2 Environmental Determinism
Environmental Determinism suggests that human behavior and outcomes are shaped by geographical and environmental conditions. Okoro (2022) noted that students in rural schools often face environmental constraints, such as overcrowded classrooms and poor infrastructure, which negatively affect their performances in subjects like economics.

2.2.3 Other Relevant Theories
Other theories, such as Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development, (2019) suggest that a stimulating environment enhances cognitive growth. This highlights the importance of enriched learning environments, particularly for analytical subjects like economics.

2.3.1  Empirical Studies
Studies on the Impact of Environmental Factors on Academic Performance
Adebayo and Oladipo (2017) found that well-equipped classrooms and school facilities, such as libraries and laboratories, improve students’ academic performance. They observed that schools with poor infrastructures, in conducive noisy environment   hinder students’ ability to concentrate and learn effectively. 
Olufemi (2019) highlighted the importance of parental involvement as a key environmental factor influencing academic success. Students from supportive families perform better because of the encouragement and resources provided by their parents.

2.3.2 Studies on Location and its Effect on Learning Outcomes
Oke and Adekunle (2020) conducted a comparative study on the academic performance of economics students in urban and rural areas of Kwara State. Their findings revealed that urban students  performed better than rural students due to  qualified teachers, up-to-date instructional materials, and conducive learning environment.

Similarly, Okon (2021) identified challenges specific to rural schools, such as lack of transportation, inadequate teacher’s training, and insufficient school funding, which negatively impact students’ academic outcomes.  Akinwale (2018) explored the factors influencing Economics performance in secondary schools and found that urban schools with Economics-specific teaching aids and resources achieved higher results. The study also revealed that students in rural schools were often taught by teachers who lacked specialized training in economics, which further contributed to poor performance.
2.4 Summary and Identification of Gaps in the Literature
The reviewed literature underscores the critical role of environment and location in shaping students’ academic performance, particularly in economics. While previous studies have extensively analyzed the disparities between urban and rural schools, limited research has been conducted on specific contexts, such as Ilorin West L.G.A. of Kwara State. Additionally, there is a need to examine how environmental and locational factors interact to influence economics performance in secondary schools. This study seeks to fill these gaps by exploring the interplay between environment, location, and academic performance in this unique setting.









CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction
This chapter provides information on the methodology adopted research design study population sampling techniques, research instruments, validity & reilibity of the instrument. The objective of the researchers in this research work is to examine  the effect of  school location on the students’ academic performance in economics in selected secondary School in Ilorin west Local government area (L.G.A) of kwara state.  
3.1Research Design
This research design will be designed in a way or pattern that will take into factors that influence the academic performance of students in economics in selected secondary schools. The design of the study is a surveyed method because data are collected using a self-developed questionnaire for interview observation.
3.2Population
Population is a finite or infinite collection of items under consideration. All the inhabitants of a particular place. A population in this regard refers to all the members or elements of a particular group of people or things in a defined area. Hence, the population of  this research are the students within the selected five secondary schools  within Ilorin west local government Area;
3.3 Sample and Sampling Techniques
A large population cannot be studied, as such sample was used to represent the whole population. 
Random sampling is  technique used so that all samples of the same size  will have an equal chance of beings elected from the population. It ensures that every member of the population has an equal probability or chance of beings elected and that the selection of any member in no way influences the selection of any other person. An important advantage of this method is that the important assumption of independence underlying many statistical technique is satisfied.
Five (5) secondary schools were randomly selected and twenty students and two teachers were  also picked  for this research works. 
1. Government secondary school, Baboko
2. Government High school, Adeta Ilorin
3. Government Day Secondary School, Airport 
4. Elizabeth Secondary School, Ilorin.  
5. Mount Carmel college, Ilorin
Sampling Distribution
	S/N
	Schools
	Type
	Students
	Teachers

	
	Government secondary school, Baboko
	Mixed
	20
	2

	
	Government High school, Adeta Ilorin
	Mixed
	20
	2

	
	Government Day Secondary School, Airport 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Single
	20
	2

	
	Elizabeth Secondary School, Ilorin.  
	Mixed
	20
	2

	
	 Mount Carmel college, Ilorin
	Mixed
	20
	2


Source: Field Survey, 2025


3.4 Research Instrument
The instrument used in this study is a questionnaire. The selection of questionnaires can be administered to different people at time. Thus, a closed-type questionnaire was used. This questionnaire has two sections, "A" which sought for the respondents 'background their notions about the performance in economics, and the activities towards economics. Section "B" deals with the teachers’. The teachers data, their qualification, their attitude to the students, and their performance towards the students.
3.5 Validity of the Instrument
The questionnaire was prepared by the researchers and given to the supervisor and other experienced lecturers in the department of economics. They made necessary correction before the final copies were produced.
3.6 Reliability of the Instrument
The questionnaire was administered among 10 students and two economics teachers and the administration was repeated two weeks later.
The pearson moment correlation, simple percentage was used for reliable information.
3.7 Administration of the Instrument
Since Five (5) selected schools are senior secondary schools, there searchers were able to carry out there search successfully.
There searcher stool permission from the school authorities and sought assistance from the Economics teachers for accessibility.
The Economics teachers helped there searchers in the distribution of the questionnaire to the selected students and in the collection of the questionnaire after the respondents had answered the question. This was done in each of the  selected schools. Finally, there searchers collected questionnaire after the Economics teachers had responded to it.
3.7 Administration of the Instrument
Since the five (5) selected schools were senior secondary schools, the researchers were able to successfully conduct their study. The researchers obtained permission from the school authorities and sought assistance from the economics teachers to ensure accessibility. The economics teachers assisted the researchers in distributing the questionnaires to the selected students and also helped in collecting them after the students had completed their responses. This process was carried out in each of the selected schools. 
3.8 Methods of Data Analysis
The data collected was analysed using both descriptive and inferential statistics:
1. Descriptive Statistics: Frequency tables, percentages, mean, and standard deviation was used to analyze the responses to the research questions.
2. Inferential Statistics: Hypotheses was tested using t-tests and Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) at a 0.05 significance level to determine the relationship between environmental and locational factors and students’ academic performance in Economics.








CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
4.1 Introduction
This chapter presents and analyzes the data collected from both students and teachers through questionnaires. The aim is to determine how environmental and locational factors affect students’ academic performance in economics. The data were summarized using frequency tables and percentages to facilitate analysis and interpretation.
4.2 Demographic Information of Student Respondents
	Variable
	Category
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	
	60
	60%

	Female
	
	40
	40%

	Age
	Below 15 years
	0
	0%

	15–18 years
	
	70
	70%

	Above 18 years
	
	30
	30%

	School Location
	Urban
	100
	100%

	Rural
	
	0
	0%

	Type of School
	Public
	100
	100%

	Private
	
	0
	0%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

4.3 Environmental Factors (Student Responses)
	Item
	SD
	D
	N
	A
	SA

	My school has well-equipped classrooms for learning.
	10
	10
	10
	10
	60

	The library is well-stocked with Economics textbooks and resources.
	10
	10
	10
	20
	50

	The classroom is quiet and conducive for learning economics.
	20
	10
	10
	20
	40

	Availability of modern teaching aids helps me learn Economics.
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	I have access to digital tools (computers, internet) for learning.
	50
	10
	10
	20
	10

	Teachers are skilled and well-trained to teach economics.
	20
	10
	10
	10
	50


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Interpretation:
A majority of students agreed or strongly agreed that classrooms are well-equipped and teachers are skilled.
· A significant number disagreed on having access to digital tools.
· Learning resources like libraries are moderately available.
· Data for modern teaching aids was not provided.
4.4 Locational Factors (Student Responses)
	Item
	SD
	D
	N
	A
	SA

	Distance from home to school makes it hard to concentrate.
	10
	10
	10
	10
	60

	School location is easy to access.
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20

	Urban schools offer more opportunities than rural schools.
	20
	10
	10
	20
	40

	Location affects availability of qualified teachers.
	60
	10
	5
	5
	20

	School’s location limits access to extra-curricular activities.
	55
	15
	10
	10
	10

	Local economic activities influence my learning.
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Interpretation:
· Many students strongly agree that distance affects concentration.
· Opinions are mixed about accessibility and impact of urban school advantages.
· Majority disagreed that location affects access to qualified teachers or extracurriculars, suggesting mixed influence.


4.5 Academic Performance (Student Responses)
	Item
	SD
	D
	N
	A
	SA

	A conducive learning environment improves my performance.
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20

	Availability of learning resources enhances my performance.
	20
	10
	10
	10
	50

	School location affects my performance.
	20
	20
	10
	20
	30

	Poor infrastructure negatively impacts performance.
	20
	20
	10
	30
	20

	Overall environment motivates better performance.
	20
	10
	10
	20
	40


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Interpretation:
· While responses are balanced on environmental influence, the majority agree that resources improve performance.
· Infrastructure and school location also show noticeable impact on academic performance.





4.6 Demographic Information of Teacher Respondents
	Variable
	Category
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male 
	
	6
	60%

	Female
	
	4
	40%

	Age
	30–40 years
	4
	40%

	41–50 years
	
	4
	40%

	Above 50 years
	
	2
	20%

	Teaching Experience
	5–10 years
	5
	50%

	11–15 years
	
	4
	40%

	Above 15 years
	
	1
	10%

	School Location
	Urban
	10
	100%

	Type of School
	Public
	10
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025






4.7 Environmental Factors (Teacher Responses)
	Item
	SD
	D
	N
	A
	SA

	Classroom environment is conducive for teaching.
	1
	2
	1
	1
	5

	Adequate instructional materials available.
	1
	1
	1
	2
	5

	School infrastructure is well-maintained.
	4
	3
	--
	2
	1

	Sufficient resources for teaching Economics.
	5
	2
	--
	2
	1

	Students have access to digital learning resources.
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Interpretation:
Teachers generally agree that classrooms are conducive and resources are available, though access to digital tools remains limited.
Concerns exist about infrastructure maintenance and resource sufficiency.
4.8 Locational Factors (Teacher Responses)
	Item
	SD
	D
	N
	A
	SA

	Location affects student access to learning resources.
	1
	1
	2
	3
	3

	Urban schools are better equipped than rural schools.
	1
	1
	2
	3
	3

	Distance impacts student focus and participation.
	1
	1
	2
	3
	3

	Location affects extracurricular activities.
	1
	1
	2
	3
	3

	Location influences access to teaching materials and facilities.
	2
	2
	--
	2
	4


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Interpretation:
Teachers affirm the role of school location in influencing access to resources, qualified teachers, and teaching effectiveness.
Urban schools are viewed more favorably.
4.9 Academic Performance (Teacher Responses)
	Item
	SD
	D
	N
	A
	SA

	School environment influences students’ performance.
	2
	1
	1
	3
	3

	Availability of resources impacts student performance.
	2
	2
	--
	3
	3

	Location affects students’ academic outcomes.
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Better infrastructure = better performance.
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Environmental factors affect students’ academic outcomes.
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Interpretation:
Teachers recognize environmental and locational influence, though their opinions are more evenly distributed compared to students.
There is a consensus on the link between infrastructure and performance.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of Findings
This study examined the impact of environment and location on students’ academic performance in Economics in selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The findings were based on responses from both students and Economics teachers.
The major findings are summarized below:
- A significant number of students agreed that well-equipped classrooms and qualified teachers positively influence their performance in Economics.
- However, access to digital tools such as computers and internet remains very limited in the schools.
- Libraries and teaching aids were available in some schools but not sufficient for all.
- Most students agreed that the distance between their homes and school affects their concentration and energy levels for learning.
- Both students and teachers noted that urban schools have better infrastructure, more qualified teachers, and greater access to learning opportunities than rural schools.
- Many students felt their school’s location limits extracurricular activities that could help them understand Economics better.
- Students confirmed that the learning environment significantly contributes to their academic success.
- Teachers also agreed that availability of resources and well-maintained infrastructure contribute to better student performance.
- Both groups acknowledged that poor infrastructure and long distances could negatively affect academic outcomes.
5.2 Conclusion
Based on the data collected and analyzed, it is evident that both environmental and locational factors have a significant impact on students’ academic performance in Economics.
A conducive learning environment including proper infrastructure, learning materials, and skilled teachers enhances student performance. In contrast, limited access to digital tools, poor infrastructure, and long distances between home and school negatively influence students’ academic success.
Moreover, urban schools are at a distinct advantage in terms of teacher quality, learning resources, and support systems compared to their rural counterparts.
Therefore, addressing environmental and locational disparities in the educational system is vital for improving student performance and ensuring equity in academic achievement.
5.3 Recommendations
- Government and school management should invest in building and maintaining quality classroom environments, libraries, and sanitation facilities.
- Schools should be equipped with digital tools such as computers and internet access to support modern Economics learning.
- Employ more qualified Economics teachers and provide regular training to improve their instructional methods, especially in rural schools.
- Special funding and educational programs should be directed towards rural schools to bridge the gap with urban schools.
- Provide school transport or subsidize transportation costs for students living far from school to reduce the burden of long-distance travel.
- Schools should promote clubs and activities related to Economics to enhance practical understanding and student engagement.
- The Ministry of Education should implement policies aimed at ensuring equity in resource distribution across all schools.
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