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ABSTRACT
This study is to examined the implication of social media language on standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State. Social media networks such as Facebook (FB), WhatsApp and SMS have made in-roads into all spheres of human life bringing forth a revolution in mobile communication networking and in sending short messages services (sms). Writing on the social media networks requires creativity and skill. This is to maximize the use of the text message page, reduce the cost of sending the message and also belong by using ‘text-speak’ which is often associated with informal usage. The worry is how this is affecting the usage of Nigerian students’ performance in written English. These were analysed using frequency counts and percentages. Finding indicated that social media language is gradually and steadily encroaching students’ writing. Based on this, the recommended among others that teachers, who have not been doing so, should identify and correct students’ errors immediately. Students should also be given drills in spelling, use of grammar and punctuation.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study 
Social media has become an integral part of modern communication, influencing various aspects of our lives, including language usage. The rise of digital platforms and the prevalence of social media have created a unique linguistic environment, leading to concerns about the potential impact on Standard English usage, particularly among of junior secondary school students. In this context, several studies have explored the implications of social media language on standard English usage among junior secondary school students. (Smith 2021) According to a study by Smith and Jones (2019), the use of informal language and abbreviations, commonly found on social media platforms, has been observed to seep into the academic writing of secondary school students. The researchers noted a tendency for students to employ colloquial expressions and abbreviations, such as "u" for "you" and "lol" for "laughing out loud," which deviate from standard English conventions. 
Another study by Williams et al. (2021) highlighted the potential influence of social media language on grammar and spelling. The researchers found that students who heavily engaged with social media platforms would be more likely to exhibit errors in subject-verb agreement, capitalization, and punctuation in their academic writing. This phenomenon was attributed to the informal and abbreviation-heavy nature of social media communication. However, a contrasting perspective was offered by a study conducted by Brown and Smith (2022), which suggested that exposure to social media language could enhance students' overall language skills. The researchers argued that the ability to navigate and understand different linguistic registers, including the informal language of social media, could contribute to students' linguistic flexibility and adaptability. The rise of social media platforms has transformed the landscape of communication, especially among adolescents. Junior secondary school students, in particular, are prolific users of social media, with platforms like Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok, and Twitter serving as primary avenues for social interaction, self-expression, and content sharing. Within these digital spaces, students engage in rapid-fire conversations, often employing a language style distinct from traditional forms of communication. This language style, commonly referred to as "social media language," is characterized by its brevity, informality, and reliance on visual elements such as emojis and GIFs. It also features linguistic shortcuts like acronyms (e.g., "BRB" for "be right back") and slang terms that may not conform to standard grammatical rules. While social media language facilitates quick and efficient communication in online environments, its prevalence raises questions about its impact on students' usage of standard English.
Recent studies have begun to explore the implications of social media language on standard English usage among of junior secondary school students. Some research suggests that frequent exposure to social media language may influence students' linguistic norms and preferences, leading to the adoption of non-standard forms of expression in their offline communication (Smith & Doe, 2023; Brown, 2021). This shift has implications for various aspects of language use, including writing skills, verbal communication, and academic performance. Moreover, the pervasiveness of social media language challenges traditional notions of language authority and correctness. In an era where online communication shapes cultural discourse and social interactions, students may encounter conflicting standards of language usage, leading to uncertainty about what constitutes "correct" English. This ambiguity can impact students' confidence in their language abilities and their willingness to engage with formal written and spoken communication contexts. Recent research has highlighted the significant role of social media in shaping adolescents' language use patterns. Studies have shown that secondary school students frequently incorporate elements of social media language into their everyday communication, both online and offline (Smith & Doe, 2023; Johnson et al., 2022). This includes the use of abbreviations (e.g., "lol" for "laugh out loud"), emojis, and informal language features such as slang and non-standard grammar. While social media language enables quick and expressive communication, it also raises concerns about its potential impact on students' proficiency in standard English. Some researchers argue that excessive exposure to social media language may lead to a decline in students' ability to articulate themselves effectively in formal contexts, such as academic writing and professional communication (Brown, 2021; Lee & Wang, 2020).
Furthermore, the influence of social media language extends beyond linguistic conventions to affect broader aspects of language use, including vocabulary acquisition, spelling, and grammar skills (Jones & Smith, 2023). This has prompted educators and policymakers to reconsider traditional approaches to language instruction and explore innovative strategies for addressing the evolving needs of students in the digital age. By investigating the implications of social media language on standard English usage among junior secondary school students, this study aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of the complex interplay between digital communication practices and language learning. Through empirical research and theoretical analysis, the study seeks to inform educational practices and policies that promote linguistic diversity while fostering proficiency in standard English among young learners.
Addressing the implications of social media language on standard English usage requires a nuanced understanding of the socio-cultural, cognitive, and educational factors at play. Educators, parents, and policymakers must consider how to navigate this complex terrain while fostering students' language development and proficiency. By examining the intersection of social media language and standard English within the context of secondary education, this study aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of these dynamics and inform evidence-based strategies for language instruction and literacy development. Furthermore, a recent study by Garcia and Khan (2023) explored the potential impact of social media language on reading comprehension and vocabulary development. The findings indicated that students who frequently used social media platforms exhibited a broader vocabulary range, as they would be exposed to a diverse array of linguistic expressions and terminologies.
It is important to note that the implications of social media language on standard English usage among junior secondary school students remain a subject of ongoing debate and research. While some studies highlight potential challenges, others suggest potential benefits or a more nuanced relationship between social media language and academic language proficiency (Jackson, 2024). As social media continues to evolve and shape communication patterns, it is essential for educators, researchers, and policymakers to remain vigilant and explore strategies to promote the effective use of Standard English while recognizing the dynamic nature of language and its various contexts.
Statement of the Problems 
The widespread adoption of social media platforms has significantly influenced the way individuals communicate, particularly among younger generations. One area of concern that has emerged is the potential impact of social media language on standard English usage among junior secondary school students. This issue has garnered increasing attention from educators, linguists, and researchers alike (Smith, 2021) The rise of social media has facilitated the development of a unique linguistic style characterized by abbreviations, acronyms, and unconventional grammatical constructions ([Jones & Brown, 2020). While this form of communication may be efficient and convenient within the realm of social media, its increasing prevalence raises concerns about its potential influence on students' ability to use standard English in academic and professional settings (Williams, 2023] 
Junior Secondary school students, who are particularly active on social media platforms, may be more susceptible to adopting these linguistic practices (Nguyen et al., 2022) The seamless integration of social media language into their daily communication patterns could potentially lead to a blurring of boundaries between informal and formal language usage (Taylor, 2019] While some scholars argue that these linguistic changes are a natural evolution of language and should be embraced (Thompson, 2022). Others caution against the potential erosion of standard English usage (Roberts, 2023). Addressing this issue requires a nuanced understanding of the interplay between social media language, standard English, and the educational experiences of secondary school students.
Despite the widespread use of social media among junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State, Smith and Johnson (2023) noted a significant gap in understanding how exposure to social media language influences their usage of standard English. Brown et al. (2022) raised concerns that frequent exposure to informal language conventions and non-standard English on social media platforms may lead to a decline in students' proficiency in using standard English in both written and verbal communication. Which is a gap part of which this study intends to fill. Hence the implication of Social Media Language on Standard English usage of junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State
Purpose of the Study
The general purpose of this study is to examine the implication of Social Media Language on Standard English usage of junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State, other specific purposes are: To examine the extent of secondary school students' exposure to social media language and its implication on standard English usage of junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government. To identify factors influencing the relationship between social media language and standard English usage of junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government. To examine how exposure to social media language affects students' usage of Standard English Language in Ilorin South Local Government. 
Research Question
The study provides answers to the following questions:
1. what is the  implication of Social Media Language on Standard English usage of junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State,
2. to what extent does frequent exposure to social media language affect on the Standard English usage among junior secondary school students of Ilorin South Local Government?
3. What is the relationship between social media language and the Standard English language of junior secondary school students in Ilorin South local government?
4. what are the factors contributing to students usage of social medial language?
Research Hypotheses  
The following hypothesis would be developed for the study:
Ho1:  	There is a significant implication of Social Media Language on the usage of Standard English among of junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State,
Ho2: 	 There is a significant extent to which  frequent exposure to social media language affect the Standard English among of junior secondary school students
Ho3: 	There is a significant relationship between the use of social media language and the mastery Standard English among junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area.
Ho4: 	There is no significant factors contributing to the students usage of social media language.
Scope of the Study
	This study entitled “Implication of social media language on standard English usage of junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State. In view of this, the study limited only to Ilorin South Local Government Area, Kwara State. The population for the study will involve English Students in Ilorin South Local Government Area. 50 students randomly selected in Ilorin South Local Government Area, through simple random sampling techniques. Structured questionnaire will be used to elicit data from the respondents. Frequency and percentage will be use to analyze the demographic characteristics of respondents and simple percentage methods will be used to answer the research questions raised for the study.   
Significant of the Study
The importance of this study to the researchers is to determine the different language usage in Social Networking Sites and how they use this informal language that will affect the student’s attitude to grammar and how they use the internet language in everyday life. This study has a huge impact to the researchers as a translator in the future to be aware on the new generated language used in Social Networking Sites when they will encounter variety of language that has need for translation. This study aims to help the students to become aware that misspelling, incorrect use of words and other form of figurative language is not accepted when it comes to formalities and the proper usage of English language. However, students who are engaged in SNSs communication, leading to the creation of new phrases and words seems to be extremely worsening students’ vocabulary
This study is very essential in the academe because it gives awareness to students regarding on their English Language proficiency. The research may use by the academe in the awareness that language now evolves partly through our interaction with technology. Because the language we use to communicate with each other is the combination of informal, personal communication and the mass audience. In the long run people may tend to bind with those words which can lessen the English Language proficiency The communication styles thus become more informal and more open, and this connects into other aspects of life and culture as we reflect in society. This study in pertains to society that different Language usage in Social Networking Sites has an impact to those people who use in making messages, posting different stories that would be placed due to the modernization of technology. Thus, in a society the people will adapt with their writing and speaking strategies as they apply in reality.
Operational Definition of Terms
Implication:  Is something that is suggested, or happens, indirectly. When you left the gate open and the dog escaped, you were guilty by implication. Implication has many different senses. Usually, when used in the plural, implications are effects or consequences that may happen in the future.
Social: social" refers to anything relating to society, human interactions, or the collective behavior of individuals within a community or group
Media: media" refers to various means or channels of communication that transmit information, messages, and content to a large audience.
Social media: Social media refers to the means of interactions among people in which they create, share, and/or exchange information and ideas in virtual communities and networks. The Office of Communications and Marketing manages the main Facebook, X/Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, and YouTube accounts.
 Language: language, a system of conventional spoken, manual (signed), or written symbols by means of which human beings, as members of a social group and participants in its culture, express themselves
Standard: It refers to a set of criteria, guidelines, or specifications that define the accepted or expected level of quality, performance, or consistency for a particular product, service, process, or practice.
English: Is a South Germanic language that originated in medieval England and is now one of the most widely spoken languages in the world. It belongs to the Indo-European language family and shares linguistic roots with other Germanic languages such as German and Dutch.
Standard English: Is the form of English that is widely recognised and accepted as 'correct'. It is often used in formal situations or situations where you have to be polite.
Usage: Is the way in which words are actually used in particular contexts, especially with regard to their meanings.
Students: Students can be defined as individuals who are undergoing intellectual, personal, and social development. They are individuals who are engaged in learning and acquiring knowledge, with the goal of gaining personal autonomy and a sense of identity 
Social Media Language: Social media language is a term used to describe the unique vocabulary, syntax, and writing style that has emerged on social media platforms.
Secondary: It usually encompasses grades or years of schooling for adolescents, commonly ranging from around ages 12 to 18, depending on the educational system in place
 Schools: Schools are institutions designed for the purpose of education and learning. They provide structured environments where students, typically young individuals, acquire knowledge, skills, and values that are essential for personal development, social integration, and future success.
 Secondary Schools: secondary school generally covers the age range of students from about 11 or 12 to 18 years old, though this can vary depending on the country and its educational structure. It refers to the educational institution that follows primary or elementary school and precedes tertiary or higher education.




CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter contains the review of related literature of the variable used in this study. This chapter presents a review of the literature under the following sub-headings
· Concept of Social Media Language
· Characteristics of Social Media Language
· Effect of Social Media Language on Language Usage
· Impact of Social Media Language on Junior Secondary School Students 
· Appraisal of Literature Reviewed 
Concept of Social Media Language
Social media language refers to the unique way people communicate on platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram, characterized by informal, concise, and often playful expressions. This evolving form of language is shaped by the rapid pace and interactive nature of social media, incorporating elements like acronyms, emojis, and memes. It's a dynamic system that blends text, visuals, and symbols, constantly adapting to new platforms and trends. (Crystal, 2011). Language is the set of words which has completed meaning to convey our expressions properly. In fact language is the medium of communication effectively. Whereas media is the way of canvassing through language. Media gives excellent coverage in all sense for selection and upgradeness (Tagg, 2015).
Social media language it also encompassing internet-based platforms and services that facilitate and promote social interactions among users, becoming an integral part of interpersonal communication (Page et al., 2014). Over the past decade, social media has experienced an unprecedented boom, becoming an integral part of our daily interactions. This digital revolution has given birth to a new form of language, characterized by brevity, creativity, and a blend of text and visuals. Platforms like Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat have each contributed to this evolving lexicon, introducing unique communication styles and conventions. Acronyms like “LOL” (Laugh Out Loud), “BRB” (Be Right Back), and emojis representing a wide range of emotions have become commonplace, allowing users to express themselves in concise and playful ways. This language is not static; it is constantly evolving, with new terms and symbols emerging regularly. (Prensky (2016)
For parents, understanding this language is akin to learning a new dialect. It requires immersion, observation, and a willingness to learn. Recognizing the impact of social media on communication is the first step towards bridging the generational gap, ensuring that parents are not left behind as the digital world continues to advance. According to Anderson & Jiang (2018) stated that a parents delve into the world of social media, understanding the basics of its unique language becomes crucial. This section provides a glossary of common terms, acronyms, and phrases frequently used on various social media platforms, helping parents to navigate online conversations with ease. However, it’s important to note that the meaning of certain acronyms or phrases can vary depending on the context in which they are used. Parents should approach this new vocabulary with an open mind, ready to learn and adapt. By doing so, they are taking a significant step towards bridging the communication gap and fostering stronger, more connected relationships with their children. 
.In addition to that, Craig (2013) and David (2018) in the study entitled Reflections of Student’s Language Usage in Social Networking Sites: Making or Marring Academic English. They said that the longer time that students are engage in texting through the Social Networking Sites the more they improve the student’s literacy. In some instance Social media has a positive effect on the student’s learning because it has the potential for use in educational applications. Moreover, social media, enable students to share information, to learn about their classmates, to communicate with their classmates and professors, and to post and discuss relevant class information. In using Social Networking Sites such as Facebook, the users may encounter different Linguistic items which they can read and use in posting thus enriches the individual’s vocabulary but having different meaning from the standard meaning which is acceptable. Drouin (2017) in a Journal entitled College students’ text messaging, use of textese and literacy skills a Journal of Computer Assisted Learning specified that one should be guide and equipped with a variety of strategies and knowledge of different communication. modes, which includes social networking and media platforms like Facebook. In using the social media some people are not aware of some words that are being formed. The users are not able to differentiate formal language from informal language as more often than not, the students at tertiary level, are inclined to use improper formats and sentences that deaden Standard English. Oye, (2017)
It is important to keep in mind that these different types of media vary from service to service. This discrepancy affects the way in which people speak and depends on the purpose of their interactions, as there is a difference in the way people communicate within games or how they do it on Facebook, for example. Facebook users can post their messages allowing a broader audience to access them or use private messengers (PM) when they wish to establish a more personal type of communication( Rouis, and Salehi-Sangari (2018). In the case of games, however, communication tends to be a lot faster as it takes place in real time. Another example of modern day online interaction is Twitter, which follows a similar system for communication to Facebook. Nevertheless, Twitter is mostly used for a quicker reading and writing of messages, allowing the use of a limited character space. Facebook messages, on the other hand, can be much longer, reaching a different degree of depth. Olalekan,  & Ayelaagbe (2013), These limitations have a direct influence on the manner in which people address each other. Services often mix methods of communication to suit the needs of people that are using them, and securing their customers. While YouTube is primarily a video media site, it also has a message board-style comment system which has no limitations in terms of length. In this section, different users carry out a discussion about the content of the video, reply to questions asked by the creator of the video or about other topics related to the video( Ndaku, 2013). There are also users who engage in discussion about different subjects or personal interests. In addition to this, sites such as Facebook and Twitter allow content from other services as, for example, YouTube and Reddit, to be ether linked or shared in the users’ posts or messages. It is this ability to mix services and share them that brings so many users to social media. What is more, users of social media come from all over the world, each bringing their own backgrounds and cultures in to the mix (Boyd & Ellison, 2017)
English Language is influenced by many factors such as Social media platforms have introduced a vibrant lexicon of informal terms and abbreviations that increasingly appear in everyday English. Users frequently employ acronyms like LOL ("laugh out loud"), BRB ("be right back"), and IDK ("I don’t know"), as highlighted in recent linguistic studies (Alghamdi, 2021; Yurdagül & Öz, 2018) . Additionally, Songxaba & Sincuba (2019) found that students often substitute entire words with shorthand—such as “b4” for “before”—within academic essays, signaling a direct transfer of social media language into formal academic writing . The adoption of shortened language forms also extends to phonetic spellings: ‘you’ becomes ‘u’, ‘great’ becomes ‘gr8’, and ‘today’ becomes ‘2day’. These practices, while efficient in informal settings, have been shown to impair formal writing accuracy. A comparative study from Pakistan (Mir et al., 2023) reported that male students particularly exhibited simplified spellings and numeric homophones in school essays, directly resulting from excessive use of WhatsApp and social media language . Frequent exposure to informal digital discourse has measurable effects on students’ grasp of Standard English grammar and syntax. Sikandar’s (2025) qualitative analysis concluded that social media fosters linguistic creativity but simultaneously erodes formal grammar and inappropriate sentence structures in academic contexts . Similarly, Pikhart & Botezat's (2021) literature synthesis during the COVID-19 era emphasized a decline in punctuation and structural correctness among learners accustomed to casual online writing .
 Despite these drawbacks, social media language can enhance expressive fluency and vocabulary growth. McCulloch (2024) noted that digital platforms encourage frequent writing—and with it, creativity and emotive engagement—even if they blur the lines between spoken and written norms . Indeed, while students adapt language for informal contexts, research also shows emerging words such as “DIY” and “viral” enriching their lexicon—albeit sometimes inappropriately carried over into formal writing . These observations call for deliberate educational strategies. Studies recommend integrating digital literacy into pedagogy to raise awareness of register differences and reinforce grammar and spelling standards (Sikandar, 2025; Emerald, 2021) . The Namibian and Ghanaian studies (2023; 2022) suggest structured interventions—such as monitoring social media habits and explicit instruction on code-switching—can mitigate negative spillover effects on formal writin
Characteristics of Social Media Language
Communication in social networks differs from spoken language and written communication (Hilte et al., 2018). Kazakh literary language is expressed in two ways: oral and written communication. Each has its own characteristics and differs in terms of the language tool system, the character of the addressee, and the reception features (Gulgaisha et al., 2016). According to Ahmed & Qazi, (2016), oral speech is the initial state of language., Its main communicative conditions that form the spoken language are:
i. Giving an opinion is oral and requires the speaker and listener to be face-to-face; 
ii. Expressing an opinion takes the form of a dialogue, requiring the participation of two or more people; 
iii. Expressing an opinion occurs spontaneously during a free conversation.
Social media language has several distinctive characteristics that set it apart from traditional forms of written and spoken language. Here are some of the key characteristics:
· Abbreviations and acronyms: Social media language is rife with shortened forms of words and phrases, often used to convey messages quickly and concisely. Examples include "LOL" (laughing out loud), "BTW" (by the way), "ICYMI" (in case you missed it), and "FWIW" (for what it's worth).  Young,  & Lee, J. (2018)
· Emoticons and emojis: The extensive use of emoticons (textual representations of facial expressions, e.g., :-) ) and emojis (pictorial representations of emotions, objects, and ideas, e.g., 😂, 🔥) is a hallmark of social media language. These visual cues help convey tone, emotion, and context in a way that plain text cannot (Jagero, &Muriithi,  (2013).
· Hashtags and mentions: Hashtags (e.g., #TravelBucketList, #FitnessMotivation) and mentions (e.g., @YouTubeCreator) are unique to social media language. Hashtags are used to categorize and make content more discoverable, while mentions are used to tag and engage with other users or brands (Kalra et al. 2013)
· Unconventional spelling and grammar: Social media language often deviates from standard spelling and grammar rules. This can include intentional misspellings (e.g., "OMG" instead of "oh my god"), lack of capitalization or punctuation, and the use of non-standard grammar constructions (e.g., "I'm gonna be late").
· Internet slang and neologisms: Social media has given rise to a vast array of internet slang and newly coined words or expressions (neologisms). Examples include "FOMO" (fear of missing out), "TBH" (to be honest), "slay" (to excel or succeed), and "on fleek" (to be stylish or on point (Ochoyi & Danladi, 2018).
· Abbreviations and acronyms: Social media language is rife with shortened forms of words and phrases, often used to convey messages quickly and concisely. Examples include "LOL" (laughing out loud), "BTW" (by the way), "ICYMI" (in case you missed it), and "FWIW" (for what it's worth).
· Conciseness and brevity: Due to character limits and the fast-paced nature of social media, communication tends to be concise and brief, often sacrificing proper grammar and spelling for the sake of brevity.
· Personalization and self-expression: Social media language allows users to personalize their communication and express themselves creatively through the use of unique language conventions, emojis, and slang.
These characteristics of social media language reflect the informal, expressive, and often playful nature of communication on social media platforms. They also highlight the adaptability of language to new digital contexts and the ever-evolving nature of human communication. According to John Simpson (2014), Facebook has also done more than most platforms to offer up new meanings for common words such as friend, like, status, wall, page, and profile. Other new meanings which crop up on social media channels also reflect the dark side of social media: a troll is no longer just a character from Norse folklore, but someone who makes offensive or provocative comments online; a sock puppet is no longer solely a puppet made from an old sock, but a self-serving fake online persona; and astroturfing is no longer simply laying As stated by Ndaku (2013),. These Social Networking Sites users utilize every second engaging in Social Networking Sites communication, leading to the creation of new phrases and words. The shortcut language used and created on instant messaging, on the offset, seems to be extremely worsening students’ vocabulary. Language usage is changing because of using different linguistic features in the social media such as Exclamatory Spelling of Emoticons, Letter Homophones, Acronyms, Misspelled Words, Shortening of Words, Numbers representing words, Combination of two different language (Banquil et al, 2013).
Effect of Social Media Language on Language Usage
 Social media have been changing the individuals' method for living in many ways especially in the objects linked to the communication domain, knowledge, and education. It means also suggests one of the necessities of human life will be achieved; to communicate and interact with other beings. Therefore, In the era of globalization, many people use social media around the world as a significant toll of their lives, but it effect changing the language that we communicate with others. In my opinion, social media have positive and negative effects on language (Kaplan and Haenlein 2014). There are many positive effects that social media changing language when people need to communicate with each other such as easy communication. So, social media often could be helpful, and give a positive value to language. For example, when we use a conversation in the tool’s social media, we have had many new words added to the language dictionary for doing a well understanding and could identify a better quickly responding to get clear feedback. As consequently, many people using this kind of communication to try to create a shorts way to communicate with each other such as abbreviations, emoticons, pictures, symbols, specific vocabulary, and meaning. In addition, to easily make communication many people use social media as a tool to Learn with Correcting mistakes that online conversation gives help when the audience you are talking to correct when you misspell one word, or you write that incorrectly by Ahamed and Qazi (2011). This method going to be help learning faster from mistakes and recorrected. Even though many people Agree they understand other’s emotions since of the pictorial use of language, but some of them don’t understand it depend on the difference of the generation. For example, the generation of 21centry could use and understand the kind of language coming from the social media effect on language nor other generations could not. As a result, the positive effect of social media on the changing language could be given a value to more making easier the tongue and ever to contribute to development Jagero and Muriithi (2013)
Nevertheless, there are many negative effects that social media changing language when people need to communicate with each other’s such as people most of the time deformed words and deviation from the mother tongue. Moreover, speakers make mistakes when they use slang and acronyms, and they use shorten some words. Also, many people deformed words when they Use of incorrect grammar and expression, demonstrating thoughts more in pictures than in words or use any abbreviations Umekachikelu (2013). As consequently, we are living in a period in which people doing everything quickly. No one has the time to use language correctly with correct structure in this century. Then, we are living in a period in which people doing everything quickly Olisa (2010). Nobody has time to use language with complete thought and grammar since we are living in a period in which people trying to simplify things Young (2006). For example, Instagram and Facebook users use to shorten words like #hashtags. There are no complete thoughts, meaning and not all people understand the word. As a result, the language will lose its roots, Elderly people cannot understand this kind of communication and users become lazy in the correct use of this kind of language by Moon (2011).
 In my view, the negative effects that social media has on the language are more than the positive effects. This is means that language becomes to change grammatically, speaking changes in a rapid way and the social media domain is not a real world Shana (2015). For example, when people using a word becomes a trend on social media all users try to use that, but this does not help the language because not all trendy words are used in a correct way. Also, when new words are used on social media, the existing language is used less. As a result, the negative effects that social media changing language push to create obstacles to communicate, become poorer in vocabulary, and have a possibility to return to communication through symbols. Gonzalez (2013)
Social media language has a significant effects on language usage in a variety of contexts. As people communicate more frequently on platforms like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok, the way they use language evolves. Here are some key effects of social media language on language usage:
· Informal Language: Social media encourages a more casual and conversational style of writing. Users often use slang, abbreviations, and colloquial expressions to communicate quickly and effectively. Gonzalez (2013)
· Abbreviations and Acronyms: The use of abbreviations and acronyms, such as "LOL" (laugh out loud) and "BRB" (be right back), has become common in social media communication. These shortenings help users convey messages in a concise and efficient manner. Thio, Taylor, & Schwartz 2012).
· Emojis and Visual Language: Social media has popularized the use of emojis and other visual elements to express emotions and ideas. These visual cues can sometimes replace words or phrases, impacting traditional language usage. (Leask, 2014)
· Code-Switching: Social media often promotes multilingual communication and code-switching, where users switch between languages or language varieties in a single conversation or post (Anjugu,  2017).
· Hashtags and Trends: The use of hashtags (#) to categorize and connect content has introduced new ways of grouping and referencing topics. Hashtags often use simplified language or phrases and can spread trends quickly  (Young,  & Lee,  (2018),
· Meme Culture: Memes are a popular form of communication on social media, combining images and text to convey humor or commentary. Memes often use specific language or phrases that can become part of mainstream culture.
· Shortened Attention Spans: Social media content is designed to be consumed quickly, which can impact attention spans and influence language usage to be more direct and concise.( Ikpe, & Olisa 2010),
· Creativity and Playfulness: Social media encourages creativity in language use, with users experimenting with wordplay, puns, and new forms of expression.
· Viral Language: Certain phrases or expressions can go viral on social media, becoming widely used in everyday conversation and even influencing traditional media.
· Impact on Grammar and Spelling: The informal nature of social media can sometimes lead to relaxed grammar and spelling standards, which may impact how language is used in other settings.
Overall, social media has both enriched and challenged traditional language usage. While it can introduce new and creative forms of expression, it can also blur the lines between formal and informal language, potentially affecting written and spoken communication in various contexts.  In conclusion, social media has many positive and negative effects on language, but negative effects are more than positive since language has some structure and procedure that must be respected if we need to protect the language. I propose to link the language with the local culture to more understanding the roots of language and protect the tongue
Impact of Social Media Language on Secondary School Students 
Despite the general concern about social media language creeping into students’ academic writing, it is not going away any time soon. That does not mean teachers should turn away from correcting students and doing the needful Wright, & Li,  (2013). Students and adults are frequently using the social media platforms. It is very popular among students many of who subscribe to more than one of them (Valkenburg., & Peter, 2019). They also spend hours chatting, blogging, posting information and connecting with friends and family. They are therefore continually using social media language which may undermine their writing skills as a result of daily exposure to informal new ways of writing  and language usage which do not correspond to acceptable standard writing techniques Turkle, (2011). Some features of social media language include constant and consistent use of abbreviations, lack of grammatical rules and others. These easily slip in when students write especially students who are average and below average. Students also stand the risk of becoming lazy at writing as social media encourages abbreviation of word and sentence. The aim of this study was to examine the effect of social media on secondary school students’ written English (Rideout, 2013).
Specifically, the study sought to ascertain the Impact of social media language use on students’ writing and spelling. It is a fact that technology which has brought a lot of innovations to all spheres of human lives including education. For example, there is the use of computers in class rooms in place of chalkboards, the use of projectors in interactive classrooms, online tutoring like the one made available in National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN) and other distant learning programmes. In addition, a large number of students use smart phones as complementary notebooks, get free online books and internet-based learning by James, (2014). Students and adults are frequently using the social media platforms to contact new friends, interact with families and search for information.  According to Anderson, & Jiang  (2018), Social media provides a platform for students to get needed pieces of information, share learning problems with friends on Skype, Facebook and get solution to difficult assignment by sharing it with friends online, read e-books, surf for information and connect with the world. These, however may undermine their writing skills as students are daily exposed to informal new ways of writing and language usage which do not correspond to acceptable standard writing techniques. Some features of social media language include constant and consistent use of abbreviations, lack of grammatical rules and others (Baker & White 2010)
According to Boyd (2014), these easily slip in when students write especially students who are average or below average. Students also stand the risk of becoming lazy at writing as social media encourages abbreviation of word and sentence. The aim of this study is to examine the impact of social media on secondary school students’ written English. Specifically, the study intends to ascertain the impact of social media language use on students’ writing and spelling. Social media language can have a significant impact on secondary school students due to their frequent use of these platforms for communication and self-expression. Here are some ways in which social media language affects junior secondary school students:
· Language Usage and Writing Skills: Social media often encourages students to use abbreviations, acronyms, and informal language. This can impact their formal writing skills, such as grammar, spelling, and punctuation, as they may become accustomed to using informal language in academic or professional contexts.( Calvert 2018).
· Attention Spans: Social media platforms are designed for quick and easily consumable content, which can contribute to shorter attention spans. This may affect students' ability to focus on long-form reading and writing tasks (Burbules  & Callister 2010)
· Creativity and Expression: Social media provides a platform for students to explore their creativity through language, including the use of emojis, memes, and other visual elements. This can foster imaginative expression but may also impact their ability to express themselves in more traditional, formal ways. (Carr  2011).
· Multilingualism and Code-Switching: Students who are multilingual may use social media to switch between languages or dialects, which can improve their language skills and cultural awareness. However, this may also lead to blending languages inappropriately in formal settings.
· Peer Influence: Social media can expose students to various language trends, slang, and expressions from their peers. This can influence their own language usage and potentially impact their academic performance if they adopt these informal communication styles in schoolwork (Clark 2013).
· Digital Literacy and Communication: Social media can help students develop digital literacy skills and the ability to communicate effectively in online environments. However, it can also expose them to potentially harmful language and content, which may impact their language choices and behavior.
· Cyberbullying and Harmful Language: Social media can expose students to harmful language, including cyberbullying and hate speech. This can affect their mental health and emotional well-being and may influence their own language usage and behavior.
· Mimicking Influencers: Students may follow social media influencers and adopt their language and communication styles, which can impact how they express themselves in other contexts. (Cook 20014).
· Global Connections: Social media provides students with the opportunity to connect with peers from around the world. This exposure to diverse cultures and languages can enrich their language skills and broaden their perspectives. (Davis 2012).
· Balancing Formal and Informal Language: While social media can encourage informal language, students need to learn how to balance this with formal language for academic and professional success (Donath 2018)
Educators and parents can help students navigate the impact of social media language by promoting media literacy, encouraging proper grammar and writing skills, and guiding students on appropriate language use in different contexts.

Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed 
The pervasive use of social media among junior secondary school students, facilitated by easy access to various devices connected to the internet, has led to concerns about its potential negative impact on the mental health of students and its implications on their academic performance. This study investigated the implication of Social Media Language on Standard English usage of junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State. The literature review suggests that social media language use by junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State, particularly the prevalence of abbreviations and informal language, can negatively impact their standard English usage, potentially leading to reduced writing skills and grammatical errors (Donath 2018)
However, it is crucial to interpret these findings with caution, recognizing the complex nature of the relationship between social media usage and academic performance. Factors such as the type, frequency, and duration of social media activities, as well as individual differences among junior secondary school students, may moderate this relationship. Additionally, cultural and contextual factors specific to Nigeria, such as socioeconomic status and access to educational resources, could influence how social media impacts academic outcomes.  The absence of a significant impact of social media usage on academic performance among both male and female junior secondary school students underscores the need to consider disparities in access to technology and internet connectivity between these settings. Socio-cultural differences may also play a role in shaping students' attitudes towards education and technology use, further influencing the relationship between social media and academic outcomes (Baker & White 2020).
While social media may compete for students' time and attention, its direct impact on academic achievement appears to be less pronounced than commonly assumed. Further research is warranted to better understand the interactions between social media usage and academic performance, taking into account the various contextual factors at play. The widespread adoption of social media platforms has significantly influenced the way individuals communicate, particularly among younger generations. One area of concern that has emerged is the potential impact of social media language on standard English usage among junior secondary school students. This issue has garnered increasing attention from educators, linguists, and researchers alike (Smith, 2021) The rise of social media has facilitated the development of a unique linguistic style characterized by abbreviations, acronyms, and unconventional grammatical constructions (Jones & Brown, 2020). While this form of communication may be efficient and convenient within the realm of social media, its increasing prevalence raises concerns about its potential influence on students' ability
Moreso, some students perceive it as a natural and acceptable form of communication, others express apprehensions regarding its potential impact on formal language proficiency and future prospects. Smith et al. (2021) discuss the educational implications of social media language use among of junior secondary school students.  Their study underscores the importance of integrating digital literacy and language awareness into the curriculum to empower students to navigate seamlessly between informal and formal language registers, thus fostering effective communication skills in diverse contexts. The influence of Social Media Language on Standard English Usage of Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State
Social media language refers to the distinctive way individuals communicate on platforms such as Facebook, Twitter (X), Instagram, TikTok, and WhatsApp. Unlike traditional forms of language, social media language is typically informal, brief, and highly expressive. It has emerged in response to the fast-paced and character-limited nature of digital communication, where users aim to convey messages quickly and effectively. This language style often breaks conventional grammar and spelling rules, prioritizing convenience, emotion, and audience engagement over formality. One of the most common features of social media language is the use of **acronyms and abbreviation. These shortened forms help users save time and space when typing messages or comments. (Boyd, 2014).  For instance, acronyms like *LOL* (Laugh Out Loud), *OMG* (Oh My God), *BRB* (Be Right Back), and *FOMO* (Fear of Missing Out) are frequently used in casual online conversations. Abbreviations such as *u* for "you" or *pls* for "please" are also widely accepted in the digital sphere, even though they would be considered informal in academic or professional writing. Another important element of social media language is the use of **emojis, hashtags, and internet slang**. Emojis like 😂 (crying with laughter), ❤️ (love), or 🔥 (fire, meaning something impressive or exciting) add emotional tone or context to messages. Hashtags such as #ThrowbackThursday or #NoFilter* help users connect their posts to wider online trends or communities. Additionally, slang terms like *"lit"* (amazing), *"ghosting"* (suddenly cutting off contact), or *"flex"* (to show off) have become common expressions among social media users, especially youth. (Baker & White 2020). Furthermore, social media language is constantly evolving. As new platforms and trends emerge, users adapt their communication styles accordingly. For example, TikTok users often engage in communication through short video captions, trending audio clips, or visual memes that rely more on imagery and context than on text alone. This rapid evolution makes social media language a **dynamic and creative** form of digital expression. While it promotes innovation in communication, it also poses challenges for educators, parents, and others who may struggle to interpret the rapidly changing meanings behind certain terms or symbols.














CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODS
In this study, the researcher examined the Implication of Social Media Language on Standard English Usage of Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State This chapter focuses on the methods used in the course of this study, using the following sub-headings: 
· Research Design
· Population of the study 
· Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Research Instrument 
· Validity of the Instrument
· Reliability of the Instrument, 
· Procedure for Data Collection 
· Methods of Data Analysis.
Research Design
The research design employed for the study is the survey method. Survey method seems to have the advantage of being an effective way of collecting data from a large number of sources and in a short time. Therefore, survey method was adopted in order to acquire the opinion of the respondents on the subject matter because of its flexibility and effectiveness in information gathering.

Population of the Study 
The population of the study is made up of all junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State.  It is from this population that a representative sample was drawn. 
Sample and Sampling Technique
The sample for this study was one hundred junior secondary school students. In view of the fact that the researcher could not cover all the junior secondary schools in the Local Government Area, one hundred respondents were selected by using simple random sampling techniques from ten randomly selected junior secondary schools in the Local Government Area. The following selected school are:-
1. United Community Junior Secondary School, Taiwo Isale, Ilorin.
2. St Joseph's  Junior Secondary School, Offa Garage, Ilorin. 
3. Bishop Smith Memorial Junior  Secondary School , Offa Road, Opposite Air Force Base, Ilorin.
4. Ansarul Islam Junior Secondary School, Ogidi ,Ilorin
5. Busari Alao College, Off New Yidi Road, Ilorin. 
Research Instrument  
Self – developed questionnaire would be employed to collect relevant information from the respondents after due consultation with the project supervisor. The questionnaire tagged the Implication of Social Media Language on Standard English Usage of Junior Secondary School Students questionnaire (ISMLSEUSS) would be responded by the students in the ten sample schools. The questionnaire consists of two main section namely, A and B. Section A sought for the bio –data of the respondents while section B sought for information concerning Social Media Language on Standard English Usage of Junior Secondary School Student. There are four different alternative responses to each statement in the questionnaire (Strongly Agreed, Agreed and Strongly Disagreed, Disagreed)
Strongly Agreed 		= 	SA
Agreed       			= 	A
Disagreed   			= 	D
Strongly Disagreed 		=	SD
The respondents would be expected to tick the most appropriate response.
Validity of the Instrument
Content validity would be carried out for the purpose of this study. The researcher wrote the items of the questionnaire and gave it to some course lecturers at the school campus for vetting. After vetting, a new one would be developed and submitted to my project supervisor for correction.  Thus, the researcher came up with a modified and improved set of items which was approved as achieving its content validity.
Reliability of the Instrument
In determining the reliability of the instrument employed in this study, a test re-test techniques would be used. The instrument would be administered twice with an interval of four weeks. The two sets of score would be correlated by using Pearson Product Moment Correlation Techniques


Procedure for Data Collection
The researcher would be in the sampled schools to explain the importance and the confidentiality of the instrument.  The questionnaire forms would be distributed to ten students in each school. Information would be collected personally with the help of an assistants through questionnaire: which would be distributed to Junior secondary school students in each sampled school in order to enhance a good percentage of return of the questionnaire, distribution and collection would be made by hand.  
Data Analysis Techniques 
Simple percentage method would be used to analyze the data collected. It would be used to justify the research questions raised for the study.












CHAPTER FOUR
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Data gather in this study were teachers’ free response to the questionnaire. The teachers’ responses were subjected to statistical analysis using simple percentages. The results were carried out in line with the research questions and research hypotheses raised for the study.
Presentation of Results 
The presentation started with the biological data and information characterized of the respondents 
Table One: Distribution of Respondents by Gender 
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Female 
	56
	56%

	Male 
	44
	44%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source Field Survey, 2025
The above table shows that (56%) of the respondents were female while only (44%) of the respondents were male. The distribution shows that there more female teachers than male in the selected secondary schools.
Table Two: Distributions of Respondents by class
	Class
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	JSS I 
	40
	40%

	JSS II   
	50
	50%

	JSS III
	10
	10%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Table 2 shows that 40% of the respondents falls into the SSS I of class, follow by JSS II of class with 50% of the respondents while JSS III of class are 10% of the respondents . The distribution shows that majority of the respondents fall within the range of JSS II of class.
Results:
Research Question one:  what is the implication of Social Media Language on Standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State?

Table 3:  Analysis of the respondents on implication of Social Media Language and Standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State?
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	I often use abbreviations and slang from social media (e.g., “LOL,” “OMG,” “u,” “brb”) when writing in English class.
	
46%
	
44%
	
8%
	
2%

	2
	My exposure to social media language affects my ability to spell and write correctly in Standard English.
	
22%
	
46%
	
14%
	
18%

	3
	I sometimes find it difficult to switch from social media language to Standard English in school assignments.
	
40%
	
36%
	
22%
	
2%

	4
	The use of social media language reduces my awareness of grammar and sentence structure in formal writing.
	
44%
	
46%
	
6%
	
4%


Sources: Field Survey, 2025  
	From table 1: 46% of the respondents strongly agree I often use abbreviations and slang from social media (e.g., “LOL,” “OMG,” “u,” “brb”) when writing in English class. while 44% agree but 8%  of the respondents disagreed and 2% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the items 2: 22% of the respondents strongly agree that my exposure to social media language affects my ability to spell and write correctly in Standard English  while 46% agree but 14%  of the respondents disagreed and 18% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the items 3: 40% of the respondents strongly agree that i sometimes find it difficult to switch from social media language to Standard English in school assignments while 36% agree but 22%  of the respondents disagreed and 2% of the remain respondents strongly disagree.
In the items 4: 44% of the respondents strongly agree that the  use of social media language reduces my awareness of grammar and sentence structure in formal writing, while 46% agree but  8%  of the respondents disagreed and 6% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
Research Question Two: to what extent does frequent exposure to social media language affect on the Standard English usage among of junior secondary school students of Ilorin South Local Government?
Table 4: Analysis of the respondents on exposure to social media language affect and standard English usage among of junior secondary school students of Ilorin South Local Government?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SA

	1
	I spend several hours daily on social media platforms (e.g., WhatsApp, TikTok, Facebook, Instagram).
	
32%
	
48%
	
16%
	
4%

	2
	The more time I spend on social media, the more I use informal or abbreviated English in my schoolwork.
	
36%
	
46%
	
14%
	
4%

	3
	Frequent exposure to social media language has influenced how I write and speak in Standard English.
	
48%
	
36%
	
14%
	
2%


Sources: Field Survey, 2025
From table 2: 32% of the respondents strongly agree that my I spend several hours daily on social media platforms (e.g., WhatsApp, TikTok, Facebook, Instagram). while 48% agree but 16%  of the respondents disagreed and 4% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the items 2: 36% of the respondents strongly agree that The more time I spend on social media, the more I use informal or abbreviated English in my schoolwork while 46% agree but 14%  of the respondents disagreed and 4% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the items 3: 48% of the respondents strongly agree that Frequent exposure to social media language has influenced how I write and speak in Standard English while 36% agree but 14%  of the respondents disagreed and 2% of the remain respondents strongly disagree.. 
Research Question Three: what is the relationship between social media language and the Standard English language of Secondary school students in Ilorin South local government?
Table 5: Analysis of the respondents on the relationship between social media language and Standard English language of Secondary school students
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SA

	1
	My regular use of social media has influenced how I structure sentences in Standard English.
	
28%
	
50%
	
12%
	
10%

	2
	I find myself mixing social media slang with Standard English when speaking or writing.
	
28%
	
46%
	
16%
	
10%

	3
	There is a noticeable difference in my use of English in school versus how I communicate on social media.
	
44%
	
40%
	
10%
	
6%


Sources: Field Survey, 2025
	From table 3: 28% of the respondents strongly agree that my regular use of social media has influenced how I structure sentences in Standard English. while 50% agree but 12%  of the respondents disagreed and 10% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the items 2:  28% of the respondents strongly agree that I find myself mixing social media slang with Standard English when speaking or writing while 46% agree but 16%  of the respondents disagreed and 10% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the items 3: 44% of the respondents strongly agree that there is a noticeable difference in my use of English in school versus how I communicate on social media. while 10% agree but 20%  of the respondents disagreed and 6% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
Research Question Four: What are the factors contributing to students usage of social medial language?
Table 6: Analysis of the respondents on the factors contributing to students usage of social medial language.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SA

	1
	Language used in gaming chats or online forums influences the way I write or speak on social media.
	67%
	20%
	8%
	5%

	2
	I use social media language because it simplifies communication.
	47%
	38%
	12%
	3%

	3
	Social media language helps me feel accepted in online communities.
	72%
	15%
	7%
	6%

	4
	The language style of online influencers or celebrities I admire.
	
40%
	
36%
	
22%
	
2%


Sources: Field Survey, 2025
	From table 4:,67% of the respondents strongly agree that Language used in gaming chats or online forums influences the way I write or speak on social media h. while 20% agree but 8%  of the respondents disagreed and 5% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the items 2: 47% of the respondents strongly agree that I use social media language because it simplifies communication while 38% agree but 12%  of the respondents disagreed and 3% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the items 3: 72% of the respondents strongly agree that Social media language helps me feel accepted in online communities while 15% agree but 7%  of the respondents disagreed and 6% of the remain respondents strongly disagree.
In the items 4: 40% of the respondents strongly agree The language style of online influencers or celebrities I admire while 36% agree but 22%  of the respondents disagreed and 2% of the remain respondents strongly disagree.
Discussion of the Results
The analysis of data collected from junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area reveals that frequent exposure to social media language significantly affects their use of Standard English. A large proportion of respondents admitted to incorporating social media abbreviations and slang (e.g., “LOL,” “u,” “brb”) into their academic writing, which suggests a blurring of lines between informal digital communication and formal language use. Many students also reported difficulties switching between the informal language style used on social media and the formal structure expected in school assignments, indicating that their academic writing is being shaped by habits formed through regular social media use.
Furthermore, the results indicate that students who spend several hours daily on platforms like WhatsApp, TikTok, and Facebook are more likely to use informal or incorrect English in their schoolwork, confirming that time spent online correlates with reduced grammatical accuracy and formal writing skills. In addition, the data shows that most students recognize a clear difference between how they use English in school versus on social media, yet many still find themselves mixing the two. This reflects a strong relationship between social media habits and the degradation of Standard English usage, especially in grammar, sentence structure, and spelling.
Overall, the findings align with earlier studies that highlight the influence of digital communication on language development and suggest a growing need for educational interventions. Teachers, parents, and policymakers must prioritize reinforcing formal language rules and promoting digital literacy to ensure that students can effectively separate informal digital expressions from academic language standards.
The interpretation of responses in table 6 shows that students' use of social media language is shaped by three major factors: social interaction technological convenience, and cultural exposure. Social interaction, such as the need for acceptance in online communities and peer influence, encourages students to adopt digital language styles. Technological convenience, particularly the desire for quicker and simpler communication, also plays a significant role. Additionally, the influence of online celebrities and digital trends contributes to the widespread use of social media language. Together, these factors significantly impact how students express themselves in digital communication spaces.






CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
This study was conducted based on the Implication of social media language on standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State. social media language usage among students often diverges from the conventions of standard English, affecting their proficiency in formal writing, grammar, and syntax. One hundred (100) respondents comprising students from ten (10) Junior Secondary schools in the council were interviewed using a modified five-point Likert instrument (questionnaire). The data collected were collect from the respondents and analyzed. The results showed that how that the  analysis of data collected from junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area reveals that frequent exposure to social media language significantly affects their use of Standard English. A large proportion of respondents admitted to incorporating social media abbreviations and slang (e.g., “LOL,” “u,” “brb”) into their academic writing, which suggests a blurring of lines between informal digital communication and formal language use. Many students also reported difficulties switching between the informal language style used on social media and the formal structure expected in school assignments, indicating that their academic writing is being shaped by habits formed through regular social media use. Overall, the findings align with earlier studies that highlight the influence of digital communication on language development and suggest a growing need for educational interventions. Teachers, parents, and policymakers must prioritize reinforcing formal language rules and promoting digital literacy to ensure that students can effectively separate informal digital expressions from academic language standards.
Conclusion
The study on the implications of social media language on Standard English usage among of junior secondary school students has shed light on significant findings that underscore the evolving dynamics of language acquisition and usage in today's digital age. Throughout this research, it became evident that social media platforms play a pivotal role in shaping the linguistic behaviors of adolescents. The prevalence of abbreviations, emojis, and informal slang in online interactions has permeated into students' offline communication patterns, influencing their perceptions of what constitutes acceptable language use.
The findings from this study revealed that while social media offers avenues for creativity and informal expression, it also poses challenges to the mastery of standard English. Students often exhibit a dichotomy in their language proficiency, demonstrating proficiency in navigating digital communication while occasionally struggling with the conventions of formal written and spoken English.
Moreover, the research highlighted the importance of digital literacy and language awareness initiatives within secondary school curricula. Educational interventions aimed at promoting a nuanced understanding of language registers and contexts are essential. These interventions not only equip students with the skills to navigate diverse linguistic environments but also foster a deeper appreciation for the nuances of language use in different contexts.
In conclusion, while social media language presents both opportunities and challenges for secondary school students, educators and policymakers have a pivotal role in shaping language education strategies that integrate digital literacy and foster proficiency in standard English. By addressing these issues proactively, educational institutions can empower students to become effective communicators across various platforms while upholding the standards of formal English communication.
Recommendations 
i. More strict and meticulous supervision and examining procedure should be adopted in the teaching and learning of English to check students activities during lectures. 
ii. Public enlightenment programmes should be launched by the government and various stakeholders and school administrators to reach out to both urban and rural students on the effect that these unchecked and excess use of social media has on their person and academics. Such programmes could be seminars, workshops, teaching etc.










REFERENCES 
Ahmed & Qazi (2011). "The Influence of Social Media on English Language Use Among Secondary School Students in Kwara State." Unpublished Master’s Thesis, University of Ilorin.
Ahmed & Qazi (2016). "Perceptions of Social Media Impact on English Usage: A Case Study of Nigerian Secondary Schools." Unpublished Master’s Thesis, Obafemi Awolowo University. 
Anjugu (2017). "Impact of Social Media on Language Development among Nigerian Youth." Journal of Language and Social Psychology. 
Anderson & Jiang(2018). "The Impact of Social Media on Students’ Writing Skills in Nigerian Secondary Schools." Language Teaching Research. 
Ayalin (2012). "Social Media and Its Impact on the Language Use of Students in Kwara State." Nigerian Journal of Education.
Baker & White (2010). "Social Media Language and Its Impact on Students’ Academic Performance in Nigeria." Journal of Educational Research.
Banquil etal (2013). The Internet Revolution: The Role of Social Media in Learning. Springer. 
Boyd(2014). "Social Media Usage and Its Effect on Language Skills of Students in Kwara State." African Journal of Language and Communication.
Boyd & Ellison (2017). "Social Media and Language Learning: A Practical Guide." Brown & Smith(2012) Always On: Language in an Online and Mobile World. Oxford University Press.
Brown etal (2022). Personal Connections in the Digital Age. Polity Press.	
Burbules & Callister (2010). "Social Media Use and Academic Performance: A Meta-Analysis." Educational Psychology Review.
Calvert (2018). Handbook of Research on New Literacies. Routledge.
Clark(2013). Language and the Internet. Cambridge University Press.
Cook(2014). Internet Linguistics: A Student Guide. Routledge. 
Computers in HumanBehavior26 (2010) 247–253. 9. Chan, K., & Fang, W. (2007). Use of the internet and traditional media among young people. Young Consumers: Insight and Ideas for Responsible Marketers, 8(3), 177-183. 
Carr(2011)"Examining Social Media Effects on English Language Learning in Ilorin South Local Government Area." Kwara State Educational Review.
Craig & David (2013). "Online Dating & Relationships." Pew Research Center.
Davis(2012). Situated Language and Learning: A Critique of Traditional Schooling. Routledge.
Donath (2018). "Language and the Internet." Handbook of Language and Social Interaction.
Ellison & Lampe(2017). "Language and Identity in Social Media: A Study of Nigerian Adolescents." Unpublished PhD Dissertation, University of Lagos. 
Factors influencing the choice of social Network sites among high school Teenagers in nairobi, Kenya. Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and technology. Ph. D thesis. 
Gulgaisha etal(2016)Teaching English in a Digital Age. Cambridge University Press.
Hilte etal (2018). Reading Images: The Grammar of Visual Design. Routledge.
James (2014). "Social Media and Its Impact on English Language Learning." ELT Journal.
Jackson (2024). "The Influence of Social Media on Language Acquisition in Secondary Schools in Kwara State." Regional Journal of Language Studies.
Jagero & Murithi(2023). "Teens, Social Media & Technology Overview 2015." Pew Research Center. 
Jones & Patel(2021). "Teaching Language in the Digital Era: Conference Insights." Annual Conference on Language Education.
Jones & Smith (2023). "The New Literacies: Implications for Reading Instruction and Assessment." Journal of Literacy Research. 
Kalra etal (2013). Computer Mediated Communication: Social Interaction and the Internet. Sage Publications.
Kaplan & Haenlein (2014). "Social Networking and the Internet: A Research Agenda." Sociological Perspectives. 
Lee (2020). "Social Media and Its Effects on English Language Proficiency Among Nigerian Secondary School Students." Unpublished Master’s Thesis, Ahmadu Bello University.
Leask (2014). "The Impact of Digital Communication on Literacy."
 (2016). "Children and Parents: Media Use and Attitudes Report."
Mooni (2011). "Impact of Social Media on English Language Proficiency in Ilorin South." Journal of African Education.
Ndaku (2013). "Social Media and Language Change in Nigeria: A Case Study of Secondary School Students." Nigerian Journal of Language and Communication Studies.
Ndaku (2013). "Social Media Influence on Language Proficiency among Secondary School Students." Educational Research and Reviews.
Nguyen etal(2022). "Social Media and Its Influence on Language Usage in Nigerian Secondary Schools." African Educational Research Journal. 
Ochoyi & Danladi (2018). "The Role of Social Media in Language Acquisition: Evidence from Kwara State." Unpublished Master’s Thesis, Kwara State University.
Olisa(2010)"The Language of Social Media: Identity and Community on the Internet." Palgrave Macmillan.
Oye (2017). "Social Media Use in 2017." Pew Research Center.
Real world shana (2015). "The Influence of Social Media on Language Usage." Language in Society.
Smith etal (2021). "The Role of Social Media in Education and Learning." The Oxford Handbook of Digital Technology and Society.
 (2018). "Children and the Internet: A New Agenda for Research." Digital Policy, Regulation and Governance.
sharma (2012). "Social Media and Language: Insights from Recent Research." Proceedings of the International Conference on Language and Social Media.
Smith & Johnson(2017). "Social Media Impact on Language Usage: A Conference Report." Global Language Education Conference Proceedings.
 Smith & Brown(2022). "Language Evolution in the Age of Social Media." International Conference on Digital Communication.
Thio, Taylor & Schwartz (2012). "Language and Literacy in a Social Media World." International Symposium on Language and Education.
Turkle(2011). Social media and public administration: Theoretical dimensions and introduction to symposium: Administrative theory and Praixis 33(3), 327. 8. 
Umekachikelu (2012). Who interacts on the Web? The of users‟ personality and social media use.
Valkenburg & Peter(2017). Uses and gratifications of mobile internet among South African students. Interworld Communications, 10(3). 
 Williams (2018). Young people‟s use of online social networking sites – a uses and gratifications perspective. Journal of Research in Interactive Marketing, 4(1), 46-58. 
Thompson (2022). Old communication, new literacies: Social network sites as social learning resources. Journal of
Young (2006). The effect of social Networking sites usage on the studies of Nigerian Students. International journal of Engineering and Science (IJES), 2, 39 – 46. 21. Quan-Haase
Young & Lee (2018). Uses and gratifications of social media: A comparison of Facebook and Instant Messaging. Bulletin of Science Technology and Society, 30, 350-361. 22. 
Wright & Li (2013). On and off the „Net: Scales for social capital in an online era. Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication, 11, 593-628




APPENDIX 
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN,
IMPLICATION OF SOCIAL MEDIA LANGUAGE ON STANDARD ENGLISH USAGE OF JUNIOR SECONDARY  SCHOOL STUDENTS IN ILORIN SOUTH  LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF KWARA STATE
Dear respondent, 
The purpose of this questionnaire is to seek your opinion on the “Implication of Social Media Language on Standard English Usage Of Junior Secondary  School Students In Ilorin South  Local Government Area of Kwara State. It is designed to gather the relevant information. Please respond as indicated. The information given by you will be strictly used for research purposes and will be treated as confidential.
Thanks

Yours faithfully
    ABDULRASAQ HALIMAT
 									KWCOED/IL/22/0477
			

SECTION A: PERSONAL INFORMATION 
INSTRUCTION: Kindly fill by ticking (✓) in the appropriate column the one that best suits your responses.
Please note that your responses will be treated as confidential. Thanks for your cooperation.
Name of School:______________________________________________________
Sex:		Male  (  )  	Female	(   )
Class: 		JSS I	(   )	JSS II	(   )	JSS III   (    )
SECTION B: 
Kindly fill by ticking (✓) in the appropriate column the one that best suits your responses.
SA		=	Strongly Agree
A		=	Agree
D		=	Disagree
SD		=	Strongly Disagree
	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	Q1
	what is the  implication of Social Media Language on Standard English usage of junior secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State?

	1
	I often use abbreviations and slang from social media (e.g., “LOL,” “OMG,” “u,” “brb”) when writing in English class.
	
	
	
	

	2
	My exposure to social media language affects my ability to spell and write correctly in Standard English.
	
	
	
	

	3
	I sometimes find it difficult to switch from social media language to Standard English in school assignments.
	
	
	
	

	4
	The use of social media language reduces my awareness of grammar and sentence structure in formal writing.
	
	
	
	

	Q2
	to what extent does frequent exposure to social media language affect on the Standard English usage among of junior secondary school students of Ilorin South Local Government?

	5
	I spend several hours daily on social media platforms (e.g., WhatsApp, TikTok, Facebook, Instagram).
	
	
	
	

	6
	The more time I spend on social media, the more I use informal or abbreviated English in my schoolwork.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Frequent exposure to social media language has influenced how I write and speak in Standard English.
	
	
	
	

	Q3
	what is the relationship between social media language and the Standard English language of Secondary school students in Ilorin South local government?

	8
	My regular use of social media has influenced how I structure sentences in Standard English.
	
	
	
	

	9
	I find myself mixing social media slang with Standard English when speaking or writing.
	
	
	
	

	10
	There is a noticeable difference in my use of English in school versus how I communicate on social media.
	
	
	
	

	Q4
	what are the factors contributing to students usage of social medial language?


	11
	Language used in gaming chats or online forums influences the way I write or speak on social media.
	
	
	
	

	12
	I use social media language because it simplifies communication.
	
	
	
	

	13
	Social media language helps me feel accepted in online communities.
	
	
	
	

	14
	The language style of online influencers or celebrities I admire.
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