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ABSTACT
This study had a purpose of finding out the influence of single parentinghood on students’ academic performance in selected secondary schools in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara State. The objectives of the study were to investigate the level at which educational attainment of single parents influence their children’s/wards academic performance in school. Also, whether students’ attitude to academic work is influenced by single parenting hood. And to evaluate the academic achievement of students from intact home and those from single parent homes. A sample of 100 teachers from five secondary school which formed 100%
of total population were randomly selected. The researcher employed the use of questionnaires as the main data collection instrument. The data collected was analyzed using descriptive statistical methods. The resultant data were presented in tables, frequencies, percentages. The study found that parental involvement in students’ academic achievement was very crucial to academic performance, and recommendation was made.
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CHAPTER ONE:
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background to the Study
	The family plays a fundamental role in shaping the academic performance of students. It is widely acknowledged that the type of family structure in which a child is raised can significantly influence their educational outcomes. Family structures such as nuclear families, extended families, and single-parent families, each have unique impacts on children’s development and academic performance. Among these, single-parent families have become increasingly common, especially in contemporary societies, with significant implications for students’ academic success (Adewale, 2019).
	Science is the bedrock upon which the bulk of present-day technological breakthrough is built. Today, nation all over the world, including Nigeria, are striving hard to develop scientifically and technologically, since the world is becoming scientific and all proper functioning of lives depends greatly on science. Science education is an important tool for national growth and development. The economic and political strength of a nation is always assessed in terms of her achievement in science and technology (Anderson, 2017).
Basic Science, formerly known as Integrated Science, is a subject taught in Lower, middle and upper Basic Education levels i.e. primary and junior secondary schools. It has occupied a very important position in the school curriculum and is made a core subject. Infact, there is so much emphasis on science, and science related subjects at all levels of education emphasizing the need for scientific thinking and application among the students, in which Basic Science is the foundation. Science education plays a vital role in the lives of individuals and the development of a nation scientifically and technologically (Anderson, 2017). It is widely and generally acknowledged that the gateway to survival of a nation is through science education. It has been a prerequisite subject for offering most science-oriented courses in the senior secondary schools and tertiary institutions and this calls for the need in teaching it effectively.
Single parenthood, which often arises from divorce, separation, or the death of one parent, has both psychological and socio-economic effects on the children involved. Students from single-parent households often face challenges such as limited financial resources, emotional stress, and lack of adequate academic support, which can negatively affect their performance in school (Osunloye, 2016). This phenomenon is prevalent in Nigeria, particularly in Kwara State, where there is a growing number of single-parent families. The situation is particularly concerning in the context of Basic Science education, which forms a critical part of the secondary school curriculum. Basic Science education is essential for equipping students with foundational knowledge and skills for scientific and technological advancement. However, students from single-parent households may face academic challenges that hinder their ability to excel in these subjects. Research has shown that the family background, including the number of parents in a household, has a direct impact on students' academic performance (Olalekan, 2018).
In Ilorin West Local Government Area, the influence of single parenthood on students' academic performance in Basic Science has not been extensively studied. The academic achievement of students in this region, particularly in science subjects, is critical for their future career choices, and understanding the factors that affect this performance is of utmost importance. This study aims to investigate the influence of single parenthood on student’s academic performance in Basic Science in some selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State.
1.2	Statement of the Problem
The prevalence of single-parent households in Nigeria, particularly in Ilorin West Local Government Area, has become a concern for educators, policymakers, and researchers. It is widely believed that children from single-parent families often perform less well academically due to various factors such as limited parental support, financial instability, and emotional challenges. In contrast, students from two-parent households generally receive greater academic guidance, emotional support, and financial resources.
	Basic Science education, which is crucial for building critical thinking and problem-solving skills, has shown varying results in students from different family structures. However, little empirical research has been conducted on how single parenthood specifically impacts students' performance in Basic Science subjects. Therefore, this study seeks to address this gap by investigating the influence of single parenting hood on students academic performance in basic science in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State.
[bookmark: _Hlk196801937]1.3	Objectives of the Study
The objective of this study is to examine the influence of single parenting hood on students academic performance in basic science in selected Secondary School in Ilorin West LGA Kwara State. The study will be carried out to achieve the following
· To investigate the level at which educational attainment of single parents influence their children's/wards academic performance in school.
· To establish whether students attitude to academic work is influenced by single parenting hood. 
· To evaluate the academic achievement of students from intact home and those from single parent homes.
1.4	Research Questions
This study sought to provide answers to the following research questions which were formulated to guide the present investigation.
· [bookmark: _Hlk196802283]What is the influence of educational attainment of single parental homes on the academic performance of students?
· What are the challenges faced by students from single-parent households that affect their academic performance in basic science subject?
· How does the level of parental involvement in the education of students from single-parental families influence their academic performance?
1.5	Research Hypotheses
· HO1: There is no significant relationship between influence of educational attainment of single parental homes on the academic performance of student?
· HO2: There is no significant relationship between challenges faced by students from single-parent households that affect their academic performance in basic science subject?
1.6	Significance of the Study
This study is significant in several ways:
1. It will provide valuable insights into the impact of single parenthood on students' academic performance, specifically in the area of Basic Science education.
2. The findings of the study will help identify the specific challenges faced by students from single-parent families, thereby informing educators and policymakers on how to provide targeted support to these students.
3. The study will contribute to the existing body of knowledge on the relationship between family structure and academic performance, particularly in Nigerian context.
4. It will also inform school authorities and stakeholders about the importance of involving single parents in the academic progress of their children.

1.7	Scope of the Study
	This study covered the influence of single-parenting on academic performance of students in selected secondary school in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara State. The study will involve students from both single-parent and two-parent families who are currently enrolled in Basic Science classes. The research will be limited to students in the junior secondary school level (JSS 1–3) as they undergo the foundational stages of Basic Science education.
1.8	Definition of the Terms
· Single Parenthood: A family structure where one parent raises one or more children without the involvement of the other biological parent. This may result from divorce, separation, or the death of a parent.
· Academic Performance: The measurable outcome of a student’s ability to understand and apply knowledge in academic tasks, often measured by grades or test scores.
· Basic Science: The study of fundamental scientific principles in subjects such as Physics, Chemistry, and Biology, typically taught at the secondary school level.
· Ilorin West Local Government Area: A local government area in Kwara State, Nigeria, where the study will be conducted.



CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURES
In this chapter, related literature will be reviewed and presented under the following sub-headings: 
· Introduction to Family Structure and Academic Performance
· Theoretical Framework
· The Impact of Single Parenthood on Academic Performance
· Economic Challenges on single parental household
· Emotional and Psychological Effects
· Parental Involvement and Academic Achievement
· Role Expectation of Parents
· Single Parenthood and Basic Science Education
· Summary of Literature
2.1	Introduction to Family Structure and Academic Performance
	The influence of family structure on students' academic performance has been a key area of research in educational psychology and sociology. Family structure, particularly the presence or absence of both parents, can significantly affect a child’s educational outcomes. Studies have shown that students from single-parent families often experience academic challenges when compared to their peers from intact families (Amato, 2015). These challenges can arise from various factors, including limited financial resources, lack of emotional and academic support, and disruptions in home stability (Olalekan, 2018). 
According to the Maine Department of Education, academic achievement can be defined as comparing individual students’ performance assessment scores from one year to the next, aggregated to the school level. Satisfactory Academic achievement standards ensure that students are completing their coursework and, in some cases, ensure that scholarship students can continue to receive financial aid. Several factors contribute to successful academic performance, such as socioeconomic status, supportive teachers, student motivation, language competency (Collins et al., 2016). However, family/Parents’ involvement implies that members of the family work withteachers of the school and their wards. Parent involvement may be in the form ofassisting their children with homework, volunteering for school activities, supporting their wards during sports and other club activities, attending parent, teachers, and students’ events. Students of such families mostly feel cared for by their parents, which aids them in focusing on their academic work, leading to higher academic performance. 
Epstein et al. (2014) developed a theory that details parental involvement intheir wards’ academic outcomes. The theory outlines six types of parental involvement, which has remained the most helpful model that connects parents’involvement to academic achievement with three interrelated stakeholders (i.e., family, school, & community). These six types of parental involvement, according to the theory, are Parenting, Communication, Volunteering, Learning at home, Decision-making and Collaborating with the community. Another crucial factor that influences the academic achievement of students ismotivation. Motivation can induce students to produce their best, whether intrinsic (the inner feeling to work harder) or extrinsic (rewards for achievement). With a good understanding of the goals of motivation, students can be encouraged to come out with their best. Students have to be encouraged to take up challenges rather than eluding from them and educate them to understand the purpose behind their school work and how it affects their academic achievement.
2.2	Theoretical Framework
	The Ecological Systems Theory (Bronfenbrenner, 2019) is commonly used to understand how family structure influences a child’s development and academic performance. According to this theory, a child’s academic success is affected by multiple environmental systems, including the family, school, peers, and broader societal influences. The family, as the immediate environment, plays a crucial role in shaping a child's learning experiences, emotional development, and academic motivation. The theory suggests that disruptions in the family structure, such as single parenthood, can lead to reduced support systems and influence a child's academic performance negatively (Bronfenbrenner, 2020). This theory provides the foundation for understanding the dynamics between family structure and academic achievement.
2.3	The Impact of Single Parenthood on Academic Performance
According to the Longman dictionary of contemporary English. Single parenting is a mother or father who raises their children on their own, without a partner. It's also known as a lone parent. Essentially, it refers to someone who is solely responsible for the care and upbringing of their child or children without a spouse or partner living with them. The family lays the foundation of education before the child goes to school and the personality that the child takes to school is determined by the home (family) Emenogh, (2013), suggested that what make up a family are the father and mother alone.
Single-parent families are often characterized by financial strain, lack of time for parental involvement, and emotional stress. These factors can hinder the academic success of children, particularly in subjects that require sustained attention and parental involvement, such as Basic Science. Research has shown that students from single-parent families tend to perform less well in school, with lower grades, less motivation, and more behavioral problems (Amato, 2015). Olalekan, (2018) highlights that children from single-parent homes are more likely to exhibit lower levels of academic achievement, partly due to limited parental engagement in academic activities. This lack of involvement, coupled with financial instability, can lead to poor performance in school, including in subjects like Basic Science, which often require additional support and resources for understanding complex concepts.

2.4	Economic Challenges on Single Parental Household 
Economic hardship is one of the most significant challenges faced by single-parent households. Single parents, particularly in low-income settings, may struggle to provide sufficient educational materials, pay for extracurricular activities, or invest time in helping their children with homework. This financial strain can negatively affect the academic performance of students. A study by Adewale (2017) found that students from single-parent families in Nigeria often face economic difficulties that limit their access to learning resources, such as textbooks, laboratory materials, and private tutoring, which are essential for excelling in subjects like Basic Science.
According to Adewumi and Ogundele, (2018). Single parent’s problems include having to adapt to a drop in income, acompromised lifestyle, and even a change in house or neighborhood. Challenges of single parenting, especially being a single mother, are overwhelming. It requires a single parent to combine the roles of two people with raising the children and running the house. The parenting problems surpass the rewards, making it the most challenging situation for any parent. The single parenting challenges differ from both males and females, worsened by the inclusion of children in the mix. death, divorce and separation rob parents of the joys of companionship and sharing of responsibilities. Some of the challenges faced by a single parent family are as follow:
· The Financial Burden: Perhaps the most immediate concern for many single parents is finance. The cost of raising a child is significant and, for a single parent, this financial burden is often unshared. While some single parents might receive child maintenance or alimony, many must rely on a single income to cover all household and child-related expenses. This situation might force single parents to take on multiple jobs, leading to further complications in managing home and work balance.
· The Emotional Weight: Money isn’t the only concern. The emotional strain on a single parent can be immense. From managing a child’s needs, aspirations, and temperaments to dealing with their own emotions, grief, or the reasons that led them to single parenthood, the emotional tapestry is intricate. The feeling of ‘going it alone’, without a partner to share the highs and lows, can lead to feelings of isolation, stress, and exhaustion         (Baharu 2017). Moreover, societal pressure and judgement can exacerbate these emotions. The expectation that a two-parent household is the ‘norm’ might lead to a single parent feeling inadequate or less capable. The reality, however, is quite the opposite: single parents often demonstrate resilience, determination, and an unparalleled ability to multitask.
· Balancing Act: Time and Responsibilities: For a single parent family, time becomes a premium commodity. Single parents are routinely juggling work, home responsibilities, child-rearing, personal care, and, in many cases, their own education or skill development. The balancing act is relentless. Many single parents grapple with the guilt of not being able to spend as much quality time with their children due to these pressing responsibilities. On the flip side, children in a one parent family setting might also feel the strain. They might have to grow up faster, take on more household responsibilities, or deal with feelings of absence where the non-residential parent is concerned (Nwobi, 2017).
· Overcoming Stigma and Stereotypes: There’s a societal misconception that single parent families are inherently ‘lacking’ or ‘incomplete’. These stereotypes can be damaging, both for the parent and the children. It’s essential to recognise that family structures come in various forms, each with its strengths and challenges. A one parent family can be just as nurturing, loving, and complete as any other (Hogan, 2014).
2.5	Emotional and Psychological Effects
The emotional and psychological effects of single parenthood on children are also well-documented in the literature. Students from single-parent families may experience stress, anxiety, and a sense of loss due to the absence of one parent. This emotional strain can affect their focus, motivation, and overall academic performance. According to Osunloye, (2016), children from single-parent households are more likely to face psychological challenges, such as lower self-esteem and feelings of neglect, which can negatively impact their academic outcomes.
2.6	Parental Involvement and Academic Achievement
The level of parental involvement in a child’s education is a crucial determinant of academic success. Research has consistently shown that students whose parents are actively involved in their education tend to perform better academically. In the case of single-parent families, the remaining parent may struggle to provide adequate support due to time constraints or emotional exhaustion (Yusuf, 2022). According to Ibrahim and Salami (2020), students with less parental involvement in their educational activities are more likely to perform poorly in school.
However, the degree of involvement can vary. Some single parents may be highly involved and compensate for the absence of the other parent by taking on additional roles. These parents often encourage their children to excel academically despite the challenges (Ahmed, 2019). On the other hand, some single parents, particularly those facing financial difficulties, may have limited time or resources to devote to their children's education, leading to lower academic performance in subjects like Basic Science.



2.7	Role Expectation of Parents
Abiodun (2018) defined child development as the study of children behaviour which focuses on areas like intelligence, language and emotions of the children. Child development put more emphasis on the roles played by environmental experiences. Child developments also involve the stages that a child undergoes before reaching the stage of adult. Various studies from around the world have demonstrated a number of negative traits or characteristic of children who grew up in single-parent homes. Labour Market Review (2013) state the following negative characteristics of children who grew up in single-parents homes. Children growing up in a single parent family are twice more likely to have a child before the age of 20 than those raised in two-parent family. 
Children who are brought-up by single parent have more chances of exhibiting a maladjusted behaviour. Children growing up in a single parent family are one and a half times as likely to be out of school and out of work in their late teens and early 20s as those who grow up in a two-parent family. Children who is been catered for by a single parent are likely to have unwanted pregnancy. It’s five times as likely for children in mother only family groups to be in poverty as children living in married-couple family groups. Children from single-parent homes are at three to four times’ great risk of obesity, drug abuse or drug addiction, and alcoholism than children in a traditional two-parent familyAdewale, 2017). This occurs as a result of non-challant attitude exhibit by a single parent, which main objective is to provide food for the children. Children living with a sole parent were about three times more likely to either kill themselves or end up in the hospital after an attempted suicide by the age of 26 than children living with two parents. Children with single parent always feel inferior among their colleagues, thereby tempting them to commit suicide. 
According to Abolade, (2020), suggest that children from single parent homes are more likely to commit a crime or end up in prison than children from two-parent homes. Children from single parent are more likely not to be morally upright. Note that many of these studies demonstrate correlation, rather than causation. For example, children growing up with a single mother are likely to be poorer than children from two parent homes. Since poorer children are generally are likely to drop out of school or commit a crime, we would observe higher crime rate among single-parent children, even though single parenting may not directly contribute to them. Even in situations where single parenting does have a negative effect on child development, this effect may be offset or countered by the presence of other caring adults (e.g. grandparents) in child’s life Bronson,(2016).
2.8	Single Parenthood and Basic Science Education
The relationship between family structure and performance in Basic Science has not been extensively explored in the Nigerian context. However, studies have shown that subjects requiring logical thinking, critical reasoning, and hands-on practical work, such as Basic Science, may be particularly challenging for students from disadvantaged backgrounds. Ahmed (2019) found that students from lower socioeconomic backgrounds, which often include children from single-parent families, struggle with the practical aspects of science education due to lack of access to necessary resources, such as laboratory equipment and after-school tutoring.
	Research by Yusuf, (2022) indicated that students in urban areas like Ilorin West, where there are more opportunities for extracurricular activities and academic support, may still face challenges due to the absence of one parent, especially when the remaining parent is overburdened with work and other responsibilities.
2.9	Summary of Literature
	The existing literature underscores the significant influence of family structure, particularly single parenthood, on students' academic performance. While single-parent households face numerous challenges, including financial strain, emotional distress, and reduced parental involvement, there is also evidence that extended family support can help mitigate these challenges. In the context of Basic Science education, these challenges are magnified, as students need additional support to grasp complex scientific concepts and engage in practical learning. Despite these difficulties, some students from single-parent households excel academically, suggesting that factors such as resilience, extended family support, and effective school interventions may help overcome the disadvantages associated with single parenthood.
CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter consists of all procedures employed in the course of this study. This is done under the following sub-headings: -
· Research Design
· Population of the Study
· Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Research Instrument
· Validity of Research Instrument
· Reliability of Research Instrument
· Data Analysis Techniques
3.1	Research Design 
Research design provide the rationale for how the researcher will proceed at each stage of the research. Research design applied in this study is the survey method. In this approach two or more variable were examined to test research hypotheses. Survey method allows researcher to examine the inter-relationship among variable and draw explanatory interference. The researchers deem it fit to present the outcomes in table and other graphical.
3.2	Population of the Study
The study will be carried out in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara State. The target population comprise of teachers in five senior secondary schools located within Ilorin west local government area of Kwara State.
3.3	Sample and Sampling Techniques
The population for the study will involve secondary schools in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara State. However, due to large number of teachers, a sample of the selected schools’ teachers would be used.
3.4	Research Instrument 
	The instrument used for this study is a self-designed questionnaire which was tagged “influence of single parenting hood on student’s academic performance in Basic science in secondary schools in Ilorin. The questionnaire consists fifteen (15) items which was verified and validated by project supervisor before administration.


3.5	Validity of Research Instrument
This is the soundness or cogency of the research instrument. The questionnaire will develop by the researcher and will be taken to the researcher’s supervisor for necessary inputs and amendments. Their suggestions will be effected in the instruments and used to further improve the quality of the instruments.  All these were done to ensure that the instrument measured what it will supposed to measure.
3.6	Reliability of Research Instrument 
Reliability is the level of consistency of a measuring instrument to measure what it is supposed to measure. It is the degree of accuracy of an instrument in relation to stability, consistency, repeatability and precision based on an appropriate measurement, Aremu, and Adika, (2016). This is to ensure that the instrument is error-free regardless of the number of times it is administered. 
3.7	Procedure for Data Collection
A letter of introduction will be obtained from the Head of Department for an identification purpose. Two research assistants on the spot will be appointed so as to retrieve the questionnaires immediately. Meanwhile, all the hundred questionnaire items given out, all will be retrieved so as to ensure a return rate of 100%.
3.8	Method of Data Analysis 
The researcher will employ frequency count and percentages to analyze the data collected. Likely rating scale (modified) with the technique of summative rating of Agreed (A) strongly Agreed (SA) Disagreed Agreed (DA) and Strongly Disagreed (SD) with point allotment of 4,3,2,1 respectively.












CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
This chapter focuses on presentation and analysis of data gathered from the respondents through questionnaire administered on them. In order to streamline the presentation and analysis of data, this chapter is discussed under the following sub-headings: Presentation of Demographic Information of Respondents, Answering Research Questions, and Discussion of Findings. 
4.1	Presentation of Demographic Information of Respondents
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents Based on Gender
	S/N
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	Male 
	48
	48.0%

	2
	Female
	52
	52.0%

	
	Total 
	100
	100.0%


Source: Research survey (2025) 
	Table 1 indicate that 48 (48.0%) of the total respondents were male, while 52 (52.0%) of the total respondents were female. That is, there were more female participants.
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by Age Range
	S/N
	Age Range 
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	20– 30 years 
	18
	18.0%

	2
	31 – 40 years 
	45
	40.0%

	3
	41 years and above 
	37
	37.0%

	
	Total 
	100
	100.0%


Source: Research survey (2025) 
In Table 2, 18 (18.0%) of the respondents were in the age range of 20 and 30 years. 45 (45.0%) of the respondents were in the age range between 31 and 40years. Moreover, the table shows that 37 (37.0%) of the respondents were 41 years and above. Therefore, majority of the respondents were in the age range of 31 and 40 years. It shown that they have large population.
Table 3: Educational Qualification of Respondents 
	Educational qualification 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)

	ND/NCE
HND/BSC
Msc/Phd
	17
53
30
	17.0%
53.0%
30.0%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Tables 3 above, 17% of the respondents are ND/NCE holder, 53% are HND/B.Sc holder, 30% are M.sc/Ph.D holder. The data implies that HND/B.Sc constitute majority of respondents due to availability of tertiary institution in the local government with M.sc/Ph.D constituting just 30%.






Research Question 1: What is the influence of educational attainment of single parental homes on the academic performance of student?
Table 4: The influence of educational attainment of single parental homes on the academic performance of student.
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA
4
	A
3
	D
2
	SD
1
	
Mean 

	A
	What is the influence of educational attainment of single parental homes on the academic performance of student?
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Single parents with higher educational attainment tend to have children who perform better academical 
	23
(92)
	19
(57)
	25
(50)
	33
(33)
	2.32

	2
	Single parents with higher educational attainment can serve as positive role models, encouraging their children to value education
	21
(84)
	19
(57)
	31
(31)
	29
(29)
	2.01

	3
	Single parents with lower educational attainment may face challenges in providing adequate resources and support for their children’s education
	33
(132)
	27
(81)
	18
(36)
	22
(22)
	2.72

	4
	Educated single parent are more likely to be involved in their children education, which can positively impact academic performance.
	21
(84)
	17
(51)
	24
(48)
	38
(38)
	2.21

	5
	Single parents households may face socio-economic challenges that can effect children’s access to education
	34
(136)
	15
(45)
	26
(52)
	25
(25)
	2.58

	
	Average Mean
	
	
	
	
	2.4


Source: Research survey (2025) 
Table 4 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.01. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that two of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.72, and 2.58) agreed to the statements, while three items had mean score that disagreed to the statements (2.32, 2.01, 2.21). Therefore, this implies that the influence of educational attainment of single parental homes on the academic performance of student. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.40, which is less than 2.50.  
Research Question 2: What are challenges faced by students from single parental households that affect their academic performance in basic science subject?
Table 5: The challenges faced by students from single parental households that affect their academic performance in basic science subject.
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items 
	SA
(4)
	A
(3)
	D
(2)
	SD
	Total
	x
Mean

	
B
	What are challenges faced by students from single parental households that affect their academic performance in basic science subject?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Single parent households often have limited financial resources, making it difficult to afford educational materials, extra curriculum activities and tutoring.  
	25
(100)
	18
(60)
	27
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.62
(2.62)

	2
	Students from single parent households may face social stigma or feelings of being different from their peers. 
	25 (100)
	25
(75)
	23
(46)
	27
(27)
	100
(273)
	2.7
(2.7)

	3
	Single parent households may lack male or female role models, potentially impacting students social and emotional development 
	21 (112)
	20
(87)
	23
(52)
	36
(16)
	100
(267)
	2.4
(2.4)

	4
	Students from single parent households may experience increased absenteeism due to family responsibilities or financial constraints
	26
(104)
	28
(84)
	26
(52)
	20
(20)
	100
(260)
	2.6
(2.6)

	5
	Single parents may have limited time to devote to their children’s education
	24
(96)
	19
(57)
	24
(48)
	33
(33)
	100
(234)
	2.3
(2.3)

	
	Average mean ∑X2/N
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Source: Research survey (2025)
Table 5 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.7 and lowest mean of 2.3. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that three of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.62, 2.7, and 2.6) agreed to the statements, while two items had mean scores that disagreed to the statements (2.4, 2.3). Therefore, this implies that the challenges faced by students from single parental households that affect their academic performance in basic science subject. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.50, which is greater than 2.50.




Research Question 3: How does the level of parental involvement in the education of students from single parent families influence their academic performance?
Table 6: The level of parental involvement in the education of students from single parent families influence their academic performance.
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA
(4)
	A
(3)
	D
(2)
	SD
	Total
	
Mean

	C
	How does the level of parental involvement in the education of students from single parent families influence their academic performance?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Students tend to perform better academically when their single parents are actively involved in their education
	16
(64)
	34
(102)
	31
(62)
	19
(19)
	100
(247)
	2.4
(2.5)

	2
	Parental involvement can motivate students to work harder and strive for excellence 
	21
(84)
	19
(57)
	31
(62)
	29
(29)
	100
232
	2.3
(2.3)

	3
	Single parents who are involved in their children’s education can help them develop better time management skills.
	32
(128)
	20
(60)
	22
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.62
(2.62)

	4
	Limited parental involvement can leave students without the support they need to overcome academic challenges. 
	17
(68)
	34
(102)
	31
(62)
	19
(19)
	100
(247)
	2.7
(2.7)

	5
	Students may become less motivated to succeed academically without parental encouragement and support.
	21 (84)
	20
(60)
	23
(46)
	36
(36)
	100
(226)
	2.3
(2.3)

	
	Average mean ∑X2/N
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Source: Field Survey, (2025)
Table 6 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.3. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that two of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.74, and 2.6) agreed to the statements, while 3 items had mean score that disagreed to the statements (2.4, 2.3, 2.3). Therefore, this implies that the level of parental involvement in the education of students from single parent families influence their academic performance. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.5, which is greater than 2.50.
Testing of Hypothesis
Data Analysis and Presentation
Hypothesis One: There is no significant relationship between influence of educational attainment of single parental homes on the academic performance of student?
Table 1: T-test Analysis of Association Between influence of educational attainment of single parental homes on the academic performance of student.
	Variables
	N
	


	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	influence of educational attainment of single parental homes 
	100


100
	2.5


2.7
	0.58

0.64

	98
	2.63
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	Academic Performance
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	L.S = 0.05
			From the analysis of table 1 above, the t-calculated value of 2.63 is greater than the critical value of 1.98 at 0.05 levels of significance and 98 degree of freedom. Based on this, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means there is a significant relationship between influence of educational attainment of single parental homes and academic performance of student.
Hypothesis Two: There is no Significant Relationship between challenges faced by students from single parental households that affect their academic performance in basic science subject?
Table 2: T-test and Analysis of Association between challenges faced by students from single parental households that affect their academic performance in basic science subject.
	Variables
	N
	
	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	
Challenges faced by students from single parental households
	100


100
	1.98


2.0
	0.40


0.41
	98
	2.77
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	Academic Performance
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


L.S = 0.05	
From the analysis of table 2 above, the t-calculated value is 2.77 which t-critical value is 1.98. Since the t-calculated value is greater than the t-calculated value is greater than the t-critical value, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means that there is a significant challenge faced by students from single parental households that affect their academic performance in basic science subject.


4.2	Discussion of the Findings
	This study was carried out in order to investigate the influence of single parenthood and student academic performance in Basic Science in some selected secondary school in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara state. This involves analyzing on how students from single-parent households perform compared to those from two-parent households. From the hypothesis one the result show that the level of parental involvement in the education of students from single parent families influence their academic performance. Also, from hypothesis two the result show that there is a significant challenge faced by students from single parental households that affect their academic performance in basic science subject.











CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1	Summary of Findings
The study investigation the influence of single parentinghood on student’s academic performance in basic science in some selected secondary school in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara state. One hundred students represent proficiency participated in the study by responding to the statement of the questionnaire calculated. Three research questions were proposed for the study while simple frequency count method was adopted to analyze the data gathered. From the questionnaire distributed: the study came out with following findings, while, the findings revealed that students from single-parent households generally performed lower in Basic Science compared to their peers from two-parent families. The performance disparity was attributed to several factors, including, limited parental support and supervision at home. Also, the study also noted that while not all students from single-parent homes performed poorly, the overall trend showed a negative impact on academic achievement in Basic Science.It concluded that family structure plays a significant role in influencing students' academic success and recommended targeted school-based interventions, such as counseling, mentorship, and extra academic support, to assist students from single-parent families.


5.2	Conclusion
The study revealed that single parenthood has a significant influence on the academic performance of students in Basic Science. Students from single-parent households, especially those headed by mothers or where parental involvement is limited, often face challenges such as emotional distress, lack of academic support, and economic hardship. These factors tend to negatively impact their academic engagement and performance in Basic Science. In contrast, students from two-parent families generally have more academic support and stability, which contributes to better performance. However, the study also found that not all students from single-parent homes perform poorly those with strong parental involvement, adequate financial support, and a stable home environment can perform equally well as their peers from two-parent homes.
5.3	Recommendation
Based on the findings from the study on the influence of single parentinghood on student’s academic performance in basic science in some selected secondary school in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara state. the following recommendations are proposed for educators, policymakers, and educational institutions:
1. Enhance Parental Engagement: Encourage single parents to regularly check assignments and provide emotional support.
2. Targeted School Counseling & Mentoring: Offer counseling and mentorship specifically aimed at students from single-parent homes to bolster support and self-efficacy.
3. Supplemental Academic Resources: Provide tutoring, access to learning materials, and science clubs, particularly for students facing economic challenges.
4. Free or Subsidized School Supplies: Ensure essential science materials (lab kits, textbooks, etc.) are accessible to students regardless of their home’s financial situation.
5. Social Policy Advocacy: Advocate for broader support systems like community programs or nutritional assistance that benefit educational outcomes.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN

CHEMISTRY/INTEGRATED SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

QUESTIONNAIRE ON INFLUENCE OF SINGLE PARENTINGHOOD ON STUDENTS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE IN BASIC SCIENCE IN SOME SELECTED SECONDARY SCHOOL IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF KWARA STATE

Dear respondent,
This Questionnaire is designed to extract information on “The influence of single parentinghood on students academic performance in basic science in some selected secondary school in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara State. The research questionnaire is under the supervision of the above institution. It is therefore purely an academic work to facilitate the accomplishment of the work.
Kindly, give accurate responses to make the findings a reliable one. The information provided will be treated with utmost confidentiality.
Thanks for your cooperation.
								Yours Faithfully 
								Zakariyah Robbiat





SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHIC DATA OF RESPONDENTS
Name of School:									
Sex:  Male (   )		Female (   )
Highest Academic Qualification: NCE (   ),   OND/HND (  ),  B.A/B.Sc( ), M.A/M.Sc(  )
SECTION B
Instruction: please kindly tick (   ) where appropriate that agreed with your choice in relation to the questions.
Key:
SA		Strongly Agreed
A		Agreed 
D		Disagreed
SD		Strongly Disagreed
Research Question One: What is the influence of educational attainment of single parental homes on the academic performance of student?
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Single parents with higher educational attainment tend to have children who perform better academical 
	
	
	
	

	2
	Single parents with higher educational attainment can serve as positive role models, encouraging their children to value education
	
	
	
	

	
    3
	Single parents with lower educational attainment may face challenges in providing adequate resources and support for their children’s education
	
	
	
	

	4
	Educated single parent are more likely to be involved in their children education, which can positively impact academic performance.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Single parents households may face socio-economic challenges that can effect children’s access to education
	
	
	
	



Research Question Two: What are challenges faced by students from single parental households that affect their academic performance in basic science subject?
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Single parent households often have limited financial resources, making it difficult to afford educational materials, extra curriculum activities and tutoring.  
	
	
	
	

	2
	Students from single parent households may face social stigma or feelings of being different from their peers. 
	
	
	
	

	3
	Single parent households may lack male or female role models, potentially impacting students social and emotional development 
	
	
	
	

	4
	Students from single parent households may experience increased absenteeism due to family responsibilities or financial constraints
	
	
	
	

	5
	Single parents may have limited time to devote to their children’s education
	
	
	
	



Research Question Three: How does the level of parental involvement in the education of students from single parent families influence their academic performance? 
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Students tend to perform better academically when their single parents are actively involved in their education
	
	
	
	

	2
	Parental involvement can motivate students to work harder and strive for excellence 
	
	
	
	

	3
	Single parents who are involved in their children’s education can help them develop better time management skills.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Limited parental involvement can leave students without the support they need to overcome academic challenges. 
	
	
	
	

	5
	Students may become less motivated to succeed academically without parental encouragement and support.
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