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Abstract

	Impact pregnancy is observed to be a factor for setback in education and a socio-economic challenge, likewise a serious health problem among senior secondary school female students in Ilorin, Nigeria. It seems that many teenagers experience sex at experimental level and that shows that students may have been exposed to contraceptives while they are at school. And for many female students, sexual intercourse results in unwanted pregnancies. In respect of this statement, this study critically reviewed unwanted pregnancy and secondary school female students' education in Ilorin, Nigeria. The design used in this research work is a descriptive survey. The population of the study consists of all teachers and female students in the seven senior secondary schools in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara state, Nigeria. This study further investigated into the effect of counselling on teenagers that are pregnant in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State, Nigeria. Quasi-experimental design involving pre-test post-test, control group, with one experimental group, was adopted for the study. A purposive sampling procedure was used in selecting 4 clinics with the use of records, ten (10) teenagers with pregnancy were selected from each clinic, making total number of forty (40) samples. A structured questionnaire was used for the pre-test and post-test counselling sessions for the collection of data in this study. The T-test statistical tool was used to test six hypotheses raised. The result revealed significant effect of counselling (p= .089< t= .697) on use of contraceptive to prevent future unwanted pregnancy. The study found significant effect of counselling (p= .028< t= .549) in reducing abortion option among teenagers with pregnancy. Result showed significant effect of counselling (p= .054; t= .1.449) on choices of retain the pregnancy, having the baby and bring the child up. Result showed that, significant effect of counselling (p= .078; t= .849) on antenatal care during pregnancy. The study result showed significant effect of counselling (p= .028; t= 1.241) on teenagers' decision to have the baby and place it for adoption. It further revealed that, peer pressure significantly impacted on the continued education of pregnant teenagers, and inadequate sex education negatively affected their educational persistence. Based on the findings, I therefore recommend that, schools should collaborate with parents to implement comprehensive sex education, foster open communication with parents and guardians, establish peer support groups, and the government should integrate sex education into the secondary school curriculum and provide counseling personnel and essential educational resources to improve its effectiveness. 

	Keywords: Education, Female students, Unwanted pregnancy, Teenage 
mothers, School Adolescents, Teenagers. 


CHAPTER ONE

Introduction 

Student pregnancy poses significant challenges to educational institutions globally in Kwara state college of education, the impact of study pregnancy on academic activities demands through investigation. The study explores the multi faced consequences of student’s pregnancy on academic performance attendance and overall educational experience. Ojo (2021)
The existing literature highlights several key areas of concerns. Research by Adebayo (2020) in a similar context revealed a deadline in academic performance among pregnant student due to health issues and societal pressures. Further more studies by Ojo (2021) emphasis the disruption in attendance and increased dropout rates. Understanding these impact in crucial for developing effective support system and policies to assist pregnant student in continuing their education and achieving their academic goals (united Nation) 2020.

Student pregnancy is a complex issue with profound implications for educational institutions globally in Kwara state college of education, the impact of students’ pregnancy on academic performance and overall educational experience, considering both the immediate and long term effects.

Existing literature underscores several key areas of concerns. Research by Adebayo (2020) in similar Nigeria context, revealed a significant decline in academic performance among pregnant student often attributed to health complications. Studies by Ojo (2021) highlight the disruption in attendance leading to increase absenteeism and higher dropout rates. The psychological impact is also a critical factors as correlation between pregnancy related stress and reduced academic engagement.

In addition to these academic challenges the availability and accessibility of support system play basketball a crucial role. The united nations (2020) emphasis the importance of comprehensive policies that provides pregnant student with learning options similarly the need for educational environment that are supportive and inclusive, ensuring that pregnant student are not marginalized. Understanding these multifaceted impact in crucial for developing effective context specific support system and policies. These will help pregnant student continues their education, achieve their academic goals and contribute positively to society (federal ministry of education,2010).

Student pregnancy poses significant challenges to constrained environments, in Kwara state college of education. There's a notable gap in understanding the full extent of how student pregnancy, attendance and overall educational experience. This study seeks to address this gap by investigating the specific impacts of students pregnancy within the college, including the academic psychological and social challenges faced by pregnant student. The primary problem is the lack of comprehensive data and direct consequences of students pregnancy, which hinder the development of effective support system and policies to help these students succeed academically and personally. The study aims to answer to these questions: what are the specific academic impacts of students pregnancy on performance and attendance? What are the psychological and social challenges faced by pregnant student? And how can the college create a more supportive and inclusive environment for these students.

Purpose of the study 

The primary purpose of this study is to conduct a thorough investigation in to the multifaceted impact of students pregnancy within Kwara state college of education. This involves a detailed examination of how pregnancy affect various aspects of a student educational journey, including but not limited to academic performance, class attendance and overall engagement in college life.

Specifically, the study aims to achieve the following objectives:

1. Assess academic performance: To evaluate the direct effect of student’s pregnancy on academic outcomes, such as grade point average (GPA) course completion rates, and the ability to meet academic deadlines.

2. Analyze attendance pattern: to examine how pregnancy influence student ability to attend classes, participate in extra curriculum activities and engage with the college community.

3. Identity psychological and emotional: to explore the psychological and emotional challenges faced by pregnant students, including stress, anxiety depression and any impacts on their mental health.

4. Investigation social and cultural factors: to understand the social and cultural contexts surrounding student pregnancy, including the availability of support from family, peers, and college community as well as any stigma or discrimination experienced by pregnant student 

5. Evaluate existing support system: to assess service pregnant student such as counselling service, health care, provisions or academic accommodations.

6. Inform policy and practice: to use the finding to inform the development of targeted interventions, support programme and policy recommendations that can help the college create a more inclusive and supportive environment for pregnancy students.

Intimately, the goals are to provide a comprehensive understanding of the challenges faced by pregnant students and to contribute to the creation of a more equitable and supportive educational environment within Kwara state college of education.

Scope of the study

The scope of this study is specifically focused on examining the experience of pregnant student within the Kwara state college of education. It will encompass the academic, psychological, social and Environmental factors affecting these students.

The study will primarily focus on the period of the pregnancy and it's immediate impact on their academic performance, attendance and overall well being. The geographic scope is limited to the college campus and it's immediate surrounding, ensuring a concentrated focus on the specific context of the institution.

Research question 
1. Does student pregnancy affect class attendance and participation in extra curriculum activities?

2. What psychological challenges (e.g stress, anxiety and depression) do pregnant student at Ilorin West Area of Kwara state experience?

3. What support system and resources are currently available to pregnant student at Ilorin West Area of Kwara state and how effective are they?

Significant of the study 

The significance of this study lies in it potential to provide valuable insight into the challenges feed by pregnant student at Kwara state college of education. The finding cann inform the development of targeted interventions, support programes and policy recommendations to create a more inclusive and supportive educational environment. By understanding the academic, psychological, social and Environmental factors affecting pregnant student, the college can better address their specific needs and improve their overall well being. This research can also contribute to the broader body of knowledge a student pregnancy, offering a localized perspective that can be used to inform similar studies in other to promote equity and enhance the educational experience of all student.

Definitions

· Pregnant student:  A female student enrolled at Kwara state college of education who is currently carrying a child, as confirmed by a medical test or self- report.

· Academic activities: measured by the student (GPA) course completion rates and performance in assignment and examinations.

· Class attendance: the frequency with which a pregnant students attend schedule classes measured by attendance records or self reported attendance.

· Psychological challenges: mental health issues such as stress, anxiety and depression assessed through scandalized questionnaire or interviews.

· Social support: the assistance and encouragement received from family, friends,peer and the college community, measured by questionnaires or interviews.

· Support system: resources and services academic accommodation and child care facilities.

· GPA: grade point average 

· Extra curriculum activities: participation in activities outside of regular course work such as club, sports and student organizations.

· Qualitative interviews: in depth conservation with participants to gather detailed information about their experiences.

· Quantitative surveys: structured questionnaire used to collect numerical data from a large sample of students.

Statement of the problems 

This research work is to looks into the causes of student’s pregnancy during academic activities and its effect. Being pregnant student in citable lead to schooling disruption or dropout. Therefore, some of the questions that requires for:

1. What are the reason for student pregnancy?

2. What effect does student pregnancy lead to in education?

3. What support is available for pregnancy?

Limitations of the study 

The study has weakness of limitations that may affect its results or interpretation. Non- random selection of participants in school may have resulted in a sample that did not represent the population of college of education.

Although some students are different and their sexual behavior and family different and the study was strenuous, time consuming and there was lack of finance for transportation as a result of high cost of problem product and bad roads.

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Introduction

This chapter attempts to review some related research work already done on socio-economic background of parents’ with broad examination of its nature and effects on the academic performance of students in secondary schools. As it was discussed in chapter one, the sponsorship role of parents on the educational pursue of the child is dependently determined by his status in social stratification. The review of related literature in this study covers the under listed areas: Dewett (2007)
In this chapter relevant literature, related to this study were reviewed under the following sub-heading:

i. Impact of student pregnancy academic activities 

ii. Concept of Unwanted Pregnancy 
iii. Reasons for female students unwanted pregnancy.
iv. The effect of unwanted pregnancy on the female student’s education.
v. Appraisal of the Literature review

Literature Review

The impact of student pregnancy academic activities 

The impact of teenage pregnancy on academic performance included poor academic performance after the pregnancy, increase dropout because of pregnancy related issues and negative feeling on schooling.
Students’ performance

As a concept, academic achievement means the degree of success of students in mastering the knowledge and curriculum provided by higher education. Student success is a form of diagnosing and predicting the degree of return of a future specialist, as well as an indicator of the university's activity in solving educational problems 
Students’ attitude

The main activity of the student is the learning activity aimed at acquiring professional knowledge, skills and practices. In order to successfully study, a student needs to be not only passionate about his/her field of study, but also to master the methods of self-study. As part of a study on the psychological readiness for training of future teachers, T. V. Zhukova found that those striving to gain knowledge and master a profession have high indicators of this readiness, and 40% of those who entered a kwara state college of education only for the purpose of obtaining a nce are low in readiness. M. V. Lyashenko considered the constituent components of the educational motivation of students of vocational education and investigated the significance of motivating factors, such as "the creation of special educational recommendations" and "a favorable educational environment that has a positive and negative impact on the internal motivation of students". Attitudes towards learning are important factors on the learners' levels of goal setting, problem solving abilities, their beliefs towards learning, their internal and external motivations in the process of learning and all the academic performances. Students have negative or positive attitude in the learning process.

Profession/career choice

Students’ career choice is significantly associated with several independent variables such as their academic departments/majors, family preferences, teachers’ advice, and career development trainings while the other variables such as gender and social class do not have significant association with the students’ career choice.


Family Support

In particular, the research demonstrates that work-life balance creates a sense of belongingness and a feeling of positive connectivity while positively influencing the student performance in a new learning environment. Poor student achievement at university is strongly correlated with lack of resources, and some research confirms the relationship between low socioeconomic status and low academic achievement. A study by Azhar et al (2018) revealed a positive relationship between income and academic performance of students. Low family income forces parents to spend more time meeting the basic needs of the whole family, therefore, time to support their children and monitor their progress is limited, and vice versa. The results of the study show that the higher the family income, the higher the student's GPA. The next family factor influencing academic performance is social capital. The concept of social capital was introduced by a sociologist P. Bourdieu who defined it as a set of real or potential resources associated with group membership . It is the group that gives its members support in the form of collective capital, including "reputation". The social capital of children begins to form on the basis of their relationships with family members (family social capital), which determine the ability of children to build social interactions in the family, and subsequently beyond it. P. Bourdieu described a direct relationship between family origin, social capital and academic performance and used social capital to explain the inequality in the academic success of students. Strikingly, the COVID-19 emergency states that work- life conflict and weak social interactions have reduced academic integrity, constraining the students to moan over the misfortune of an interactive learning environment. Indeed, the COVID-19 pandemic has disturbed the social
connection of the students with their family and friends, inevitably affecting their academic achievement.


 Institutional environment (materiality and teachers)

Alos et al. (2015) greatly emphasized the importance of having qualified teachers in the field of teaching, and said that success of any program is conditioned by the ability of the teacher to teach. If there is failure at this point, the whole structure fails. Hence, the implementation, selection, preparation and supervision of education will be affected. Moreover, Dewett (2007) mentioned that good teachers are constantly on the alert for methods and instructional materials that will make learning meaningful. With the wise selection and use of a variety of instructional materials or audio-visual materials, experiences may be provided to develop understanding.

Friends
Education researchers generally identify four factors that influence student achievement: family socioeconomic status, time spent on self-study and preparation for classes, time spent on additional work and hobbies, and the institutional environment. The university environment is not only teachers and educational methods, not only conferences, research projects, it is also the students themselves. And it is the factor of the social environment of students, the factor of classmates, that is largely underestimated - despite the fact that many scientific works have shown that classmates influence each other's behavior and academic performance by their example.
An article in performance of learning outcomes /PloS/ says that just tutors do not actually affect academic performance. But friends also influence. If a student makes friends with someone who is doing well, then he himself will begin to study better. The friends provide support and resources to promote and encourage academic achievement. As a result, adolescents’ preferences for friends are important. These preferences determine the group of friends because the advantages of academic students are compounded, and the concentration of academic advantages is achieved. Friendship forms between people with similar values who spend time in similar ways and who understand the choices and decisions of each other .

Reasons for Female Student Pregnancy
Female student turn wanted pregnancy has been associated with frequent sex without reliable or no contraception, sexual coercion, inadequate sexual communication between partners, to prove one’s fertility, poor socio-economic conditions and promiscuity (Kanku& Mash, 2010:564).The perception that most of your friends have been pregnant, liberal attitudes towards casual sex, the use of alcohol or drugs, fear of hormonal contraceptives and poor school-based sexuality education can also be associated with female student tunwanted pregnancies (Oni et al., 2015:55).

According to Vundule, Maforah, Jewkes and Jordaan (2019:76) the reasons why female student are not using contraception include ignorance, fear of parents finding out, shyness in going toa clinic, and disapproval from the boyfriend. In the following discussions some of the reasons that emerged from the literature research will receive attention.

The following reasons for female student unwanted pregnancy will be discussed:

Knowledge about sexuality.

Peer pressure.

Independence.

Media.

Early menarche.

Beliefs about fertility.

Availability of contraceptives

Poor socioeconomic conditions

Risk-taking behavior

Role models

Knowledge about sexuality
In their research on female student turn wanted pregnancy, Marston and King (2016:1583) established that lack of authentic knowledge about sexuality issues seemed to be one of the major causes of unwanted pregnancies amongst female student. Adequate knowledge about sexuality can only be obtained by education and the family milieu and parents are regarded as the most suitable to inform the child about sexuality issues (Bezuidenhout, 2004:42). However, in certain cultures sexuality issues are the least spoken about or discussed by members of the family, any sex topic istaboo (Rangiah, 2012; 16). According to Newman (2009:4) mothers often fail to communicate the ‘facts of life’ to their daughters and information about menarche is acquired from an elder sister, peers or nurses from health departments who visit schools.

In a study conducted by the Human Science Research Council (HSRC) in 2008, concerning sexuality and reproductive issues it was found that parents are reluctant to discuss these issues with their children (Pandayet al., 2009:21). The study focused on children in the age group 12-17 years and the respondents indicated that they obtain most of their information about sexuality and reproduction from their friends at school. It was, however, also established that friends very seldom have the correct or complete information about these issues.

Harrison (2006:41) says teenagers (adolescents) who experience physiological and other changes often find it difficult to discuss these experiences with their parents. In need of information, they turn to their peers for guidance or seek information from other sources (e.g.books) to satisfy their curiosity (Pandayet al., 2009:19). Although there are health clinics available to adolescents where they can obtain appropriate information on sexuality matters, many do not use these facilities for fear of being identified as sexually active or the believe that such facilities are only for adult mothers, the elderly and the sick (Bezuidenhout,2017:2018:40).

A third (331/3) of children in Nigeria have already had sexual inter courseat the age of 14 years and less than half of their parents are unaware that their children are involved in sexual activities (Kruger, 2011:5). Although most children have access to information about HIV/AIDS and sexuality they lack adequate knowledge about contraception and sexually transmitted diseases (Mwaba, 2000:32).

Peer pressure

Varga (203:17) states that after the family, the peer group is the most important socialization agent. Jewkes (2007:11) says that not only is the peer group a primary source of information on sexuality issue but they also create an environment in which peer pressure is exerted onthe teenager to indulge in sex because “everyone does it” or because they do not want to “feel left out”. Macleod (1999:26) accentuates this when she indicates that peer pressure sometimes involves exclusionary practices, as when sexually inexperienced teenagers are sent away during the discussion of any sexual matters.

Female student shares a great deal of their lives with the peer group; they go to school with them, participate in sport with them, spend leisure time with them and sleep over at their homes (Gouws & Kruger, 1994:117). Matters that cannot be discussed with parents in some instances are freely discussed with the peer group, for example personal problems, educators, parents, clothing, the future, sex, contraceptives, drugs, alcohol, etc. However, the sexual information that peers have is not always authentic. Thus incorrect information received about sex from the peer group, peer pressure or the need of the teenager to be like his peers all contribute to causing unwanted pregnancies (Bezuidenhout, 2008:40).

Gouws and Kruger (1994:118) maintain that relationships with peers and peer pressure play an important role during adolescence. They spend a lot of time together in groups and the individual has to conform in order to be accepted by the group. The implication is that conformity is either implicitly or explicitly enforced and female student often engaged in sexual activities to be accepted in their peer group despite the possibility of an unwanted pregnancy (Vundule, et al., 2011:74). The adolescent female student will conform even if it means a contravention of social or parental norms (Bolton, 2013:34).

Independence

Personal independence for the adolescent (female student) involves leaving the safety of the family
environment and orientating into the world outside (Vrey, 1990:103). The adolescent must be physically and physiologically prepared to let go of their dependence on their parents(guardians) and to value identification with the peer group higher than attachment to the home and family (Burger, Gouws & Kruger, 2020:113). Becoming emancipated (independent) and gradually loosening ties of parental authority is a major development task of the adolescent.

Unless the adolescent gradually loosens his ties with parents he cannot hope to contract adult relationships or develop his own identity and value system and become a member of society in the fullest sense.

There are two sides to the independence of the adolescent female student, on the one hand the adolescent’s readiness to take her own decisions and accept responsibility for them and on the other hand the parents’ readiness to permit this (Vrey, 1990:175). Successful independence demands a synchronization of these two processes but if they do not coincide the outcome may be, inter alia, (Masemola, 2017:6):

An adolescent female student engaging in sexual activities as a way of insisting on a freedom (independence) she cannot yet responsibly exercise and which may therefore result in an unwanted pregnancy. Parents’ reluctance or refusal to give the female student her rightful independence may result in her becoming pregnant to prove her independence.

Media

The mass media with its sexualized content is also a contributing factor that perpetuates female student turn wanted pregnancies as it gives teenagers easy access to pornographic and adult television programmes (Oni et al., 2005:56). Pornographic material and sexuality information is freely accessible via devices such as computers and cell phones. In her research Rangiah (2012:13) established that adolescent female who were more exposed to sexuality in the media were also more likely to engage in sexual activities Bezuidenhout (2014:31) says that “sexually arousing material, whether it is on film, in print or set to music, is freely available to the teenager and such information is often presented out of context of the prescribed sexual norms of that society”. According to Pandayet al. (2009:36there is no question that television also contributes to sexual activities amongst schoolchildren. Devenish, Gillian and Great head (2014:162) say teenagers today have access to books, films, videos and magazines that are explicit in describing sexuality issues. Many are factually incorrect, creating unrealistic expectations from teenagers and increasing the myths about sexuality issues.

All people respond to sexual stimulation, but the teenager (adolescent), because of inexperience, is especially vulnerable as the intensity of the responses is confusing and difficult to understand (Ferguson, 2014:2). According to Bezuidenhout (2008:42) a cursory assessment of the films Africans could view during the month of April 2007 on M-Net indicated the following:

Twenty-six percent (26%) contained explicit sex scenes.

 Fifteen percent (15%) contained nude scenes.

Six percent (6%) were listed as appropriate for the whole family to view.

Fifty-three percent (53%) contained no nude or sex scenes, but did contain varying degrees and combinations of violence, foul language and content that either needed parental guidance or carried an age restriction.

Early menarche

Research has shown that the onset of menarche in most countries has largely decreased and seems to have stabilized at an average of 13 years with 0.5 years variations between countries (MRC (2009:23) Research by Bugaet al. (2006:525) indicates that the age of menarche is decreasing for both urban and rural black females.

Marteleto, Lam and Ranchod (2008:356) say that early sexual intercourse (defined as having had sexual intercourse before 15 years) can be associated with early menarche. Early sexual limitation could have negative effects on a female’s health due to the development inabilities to deal with the consequences of such sexual activities (Madhaven, 2005:123). Research studies have shown that sexual activities at a young age were related with lesser use of contraceptives methods and an increase in sexually transmitted diseases exposure (Bezuidenhout, 2008:43).

Beliefs about fertility

In their research on teenage unwanted pregnancy Kanku and Mash (2010:567) found that teenage female may feel the need to prove that they are able to have children before marriage. Although, current research indicates a change in the belief that it is important to prove one’s fertility before marriage, this value is still found to be one of the reasons of teenage unwanted pregnancy (Masemola, 2008:6).

Wood and Jewkes (2006:111) reported in their research findings that many females was often pressurized to get pregnant at an early age. Amongst their respondents many females described the importance of proving fertility in order to attain status and acceptance as a woman. They described it as having a “strong snake in the womb”. Many of the females also admitted that they fell pregnant because of the pressure put on them by a boyfriend or family members to prove their fertility. According to Macleod (1999:9) a female’s sexual partner also often wanted to prove his fertility by fathering a child and pregnancy will prove love and commitment.

Contraception

A survey conducted by Oni et al. (2005:52) indicated that some female student knew almost nothing about contraceptives. Most of the females that partook in the survey said that they had been provided with at most very little and vague information about sexual matters and contraception by their mothers, other relatives or educators. Some females said friends gave them information about contraceptive methods or they occasionally visit clinics in small groups for information and advice.

According to Pandayet al. (2009:22) the question to be asked is why, in an age of improved and more available methods of contraception, do so many adolescent females become pregnant?

Newman (2008:29) maintains that one of the reasons for the high unwanted pregnancy rate among teenagers is that they use no method of contraception. Ferguson (2004:3) and Wood and Jewkes (2006:111) give the following reasons why teenagers (female’s student) did not use contraceptives:

Fear that contraception could cause infertility.

The belief that contraceptives can make you sick.

Contraceptives diminished sexual feelings.

Limited and inaccurate knowledge about contraceptive methods.

Female student does not use birth control because they want to get pregnant.

The unavailability of contraceptives.

Rule (2004:4) says that some people believe that teaching teenagers about contraception encourage sexual activity and that if contraception was not available sexual activity would be prevented. However, research shows that the majority of teenagers are already sexually active for between six months and one year before attending a family planning clinic (MRC,2009:6). Fear of unwanted pregnancy or sexually transmitted diseases does not always deter teenagers from sexual intercourse. The reality is that each unwanted pregnancy is a tragedy because the situation is preventable (Devenish, Funnell&Greathead, 2001:244).

According to Kruger (2011:5) there is a great deal of disinformation about reproductive anatomy and physiology in relation to the use of contraceptives. The result is that contraceptives, when they are available, are not used or are used incorrectly. It is a known fact that many young girls’ first experience of sexual intercourse happen without any contraceptive protection (Bolton, 2003:41). Similarly, a visit to a general practitioner or family planning clinic for guidance takes place only after they have been sexually active for sometimes, and by then the teenager is often already pregnant (Nash, 2003:154).

Socioeconomic conditions

Poverty has been identified by researchers as one of the major contributors to teenage (female student) unwanted pregnancies (Rangiah, 2012:11). female students from families with a low socioeconomic status often engaged in unprotected sexual activities to fall pregnant hoping to receive money from the father or child grant to improve their circumstances (Karra& Lee,2012:17). According to Mwaba (2000:32) poverty could be an important factor influencing decisions on whether or not to use contraceptives. In their research Marteleto, Lam and Ranchod (2008:361) found that teenage pregnancy is high amongst child headed households. A female student that is the head of a household often engages in several sexual activities in exchange for money for survival. The Human Sciences Research Council’s survey on teenage unwanted pregnancy in Nigeria found that teenagers from poor households who struggle to meet immediate material needs, often make trade-offs between their reproductive health and economic security (HSRC, 2009:58). Sex in exchange for material goods leads to teenagers (female students) involved in dysfunctional relationships, engaging in multiple sexual partnerships which often involve older men and educators. Within these relationships there are limited opportunities to negotiate safe sex and the risk of unwanted pregnancy is increased.
Risk-taking behaviour

Kanku and Mash (2010:566) refer to research that found that there is also female student who fall pregnant while intoxicated because their judgment is impaired and they are less careful. When an under aged female student requests an older boyfriend to buy alcohol for her in a tavern it may be as a way of asking for an agreeing to sex. (Hughes, 2002:51).

In her research on risk-taking behaviour among adolescents, Dietrich (2003:30) established that alcohol and drug consumption prior to sexual activity occurred mostly among older adolescents. She also discovered a link between no condom usage and drug abuse in the sexual activity among sexually active adolescents. According to Bezuidenhout (2008:42) various other researchers have made similar findings regarding the low usage of contraceptives among sexually active teenagers that are substance abusers. It is apparent, therefore, that the intake of drugs and alcohol prior to sexual activity can be linked to an in different attitude towards the use of contraceptives, thereby increasing risk-taking sexual behaviour and the possibility of an unwanted pregnancy.

According to Oni et al. (2005:56) alcohol and drug use can stimulate sexual activities through nullifying the female student’s inhibitions and the direct stimulation of sexual desire. When under the influence of drugs teenagers engage in sexual activities without taking proper or no precautionary measures.

Role models

Parents are the child’s primary educators and first role models and thus have a very early and extensive impact on the child’s belief systems and values which affect their behaviour (Gouws& Kruger, 1994:23). Children identify themselves with their parents’ values and norms which lead to the formation of a personal value system (Vrey, 1990:182). The sexual values and norms that are set as an example by parents serve as an important standard for young people’s behaviour. Pandayet al. (2009:35) recognized parental values as a vital factor that influences the adolescent’s sexual début. Adolescents whose parents are clear about the value of delaying sex are less likely to engage in sexual activities at an early age.

Adolescents with parents who have permissive attitudes about sex or premarital sex or parents that have negative attitudes about contraception are more likely to have early and unsafe sex and fall pregnant (Macleod, 1999:12).

According to Varga (2003:161) not only parents but other family members also serve as role models to children. Adolescents are more likely to initiate in sex and experience unwanted pregnancy if other family members have sex outside marriage, are cohabiting with a sexual partner or have a child outside marriage. Several studies have found that having a mother or sister who was a teenage parent is strongly linked with a teenager falling pregnant (Saville, 2006:3). According to Bezuidenhout (2008:44) teenagers are today exposed to role models who are successful and respected single mothers. Many of the female student’s educators are single mothers and this gives her the message that it is possible to attain success in life even if one falls pregnant during one’s adolescent years. Movie stars and actresses in soapiest, who are single mothers or have children before getting married, are often idolized by adolescent female students and viewed as role models (Masemola, 2008:6).

Effect of Unwanted Pregnancy on the Female Student’s Education
Although unwanted pregnancy and motherhood do not always interrupt a female student’s education they do introduce a new set of circumstances that influence future decisions related to the female’s education (Grant & Hallman, 2006:11). According to Pandayet al. (200927) female student unwanted pregnancy can have a profound impact on the mother and child by placing limits on her educational achievement and economic stability as well as predisposing her to single parenthood.

Bezuidenhout (2008:44) states that an unmarried, pregnant teenager (female student) finds herself in the midst of a multifaceted crisis characterized by the emotional and physical reality of pregnancy, the interruption of normal physiological and psychological development, a possible change in education and career pursuits, as well as in parental and kinship support, an increase in medical risks during pregnancy, and premature assumption of the adult role with its associated responsibilities.

According to Karra and Lee (2012:4) pregnancy immediately places a teenager at an educational and economic disadvantage. She may now take longer to complete her studies, and may therefore be economically inactive for a longer period of time. She may also fail to complete her education, struggle to find proper employment and may have to make ends meet from a government grant or support from relatives.

In their research Bhanaet al. (2010:873) found that the presence of a pregnant female(s) in a classroom is not only a threat to their own academic achievement but also to the collective academic performance of the class as well as the classroom harmony. In particular, most pregnant female student s is not able to cope with the school’s academic demands.

Absenteeism

Pregnant female student is often absent from school for a variety of reasons related to their pregnancy (Rangiah, 2012:41). According to Mamhute (2012:28) pregnancy is a unique condition in that it is the only state which affords two people to live under one skin and this two-in-one state affects the physical well-being of the mother. Some of the most common physical problems associated with pregnancy are nausea and vomiting, dizziness, tirednesss and edema which may prevent the female from going to school. A pregnant female student may miss some classes during the day when she is not feeling well. School days are missed when the pregnant female student has to visit a clinic or doctor and during the final of stages of her pregnancy, delivery and after the birth of the baby (Bezuidenhout,2008:34).

Poor performance in school work

Chigona and Chetty (2007:2) say being frequently absent from school result in pregnant female student s missing a lot of schoolwork (e.g. lessons, assignments, tests). Educators also reported that when comparing a learner’s performance before and after pregnancy there is a decrease in their academic performance (Beesham, 2000:45). Various research studies confirmed that due to their pregnancy female student s are often absent because they do not feel well or to visit the clinic or doctor (Changach (2012:4). Being absent causes the pregnant female student to miss schoolwork such as lessons, tests and assignments and most of the time she falls hopelessly behind in their schoolwork.

Inadequate educator assistance to pregnant learners is also one of the reasons for them not performing well in their schoolwork (Madhaven, 2005:129). 

Discrimination

The Oxford Dictionary (2005:121) defines discrimination as when an unjust distinction is made in the treatment of different categories of people on the grounds of sex, race or minority. In the context of this study discrimination can thus be seen as the unfair treatment of a pregnant female student, for example if a she is marginalised, discriminated and forced to leave school.

Rule (2004:5) says discrimination in the school situation means treating a learner less favorably, because of a protected characteristic, as not allowing the learner to participate in a particular activity which other learners are allowed to participate in. Grant and Hallman (2009:375) identify the following as discriminating practices by a school (educators):

Not allowing a pregnant female student to go on class or school excursions.

Refuse pregnant female student s to attend school functions.

Exclude pregnant female student from school activities.

Refusal by educators to give a pregnant female student the opportunity to catch up lost schoolwork, for example to write a test or do an assignment at a later date because it was missed when she was absent.

According to Bezuidenhout (2004:27) pregnant female student s are often openly discriminated against by their peers and learners at school. Learners call them whores or other humiliating names, while their peers exclude them from group activities such as birthday parties. Discrimination against pregnant female students is evident by the following findings of Beesham (2010:52):

In class learners avoid sharing a desk with a pregnant female because they are afraid of also getting sleepy and doze off like the pregnant female.

Learners do not want to use the same toilet as a pregnant female student for fear of contracting a sexually transmitted infection.

Learners ostracize pregnant learners as they might be associated with them and alsoseen as someone with low morals.

Learners tease and taunt pregnant female student s by calling them bad names and making embarrassing remarks about their pregnancy.

School drop out

Marteleto and Lam (2008:3) maintain that if a female returns to complete her schooling after the birth of a child it is because of the support received from her family and being provided with flexible child care options. However, childbearing impedes on most females’ educational careers.

Research has found that pregnancy in school often resulted in poor results, failure, repeating of grades and school dropout (Dietrich, 2003:29). According to Bhanaet al. (2008:876) the following are, inter alia, factors which make it difficult or even impossible for teenage mothers to continue or complete their educational career:

Teenage mothers are unable to cope with caring for a baby and attending to the needs of schooling.

Teenage mothers have limited resources to navigate the world of learning and parenting.

No or very little support is forthcoming from the school and / or society.

Lack of a family support system.

Lack of support from the father of the child.

Due to poverty in rural areas female student s have to leave school and find work to earn extra income for their children despite the availability of a child grant.

Pregnant female students are stigmatized, discriminated against and taunted in school.

Nash (2002:152) says the price of an adolescent (female student) pregnancy is lost potential, because they become mothers without the necessary knowledge, skills, resources and networks to cope with the demands of parenthood. The impact of a female student pregnancy on educational achievement and economic progress later in life remains negative and significant in later life. According to Pandayet al. (2009:27) female student mothers tend to have fewer years of schooling compared to those who have their first child after completing their schooling. The disruption that unwanted pregnancy inflicts on the educational and occupational outcomes of teenage mothers both maintains and exacerbates poverty (Saville, 2006:3).

Some females back in school (after giving birth) develop emotional problems, negative attitudes or low self-concepts. female student mothers generally display the following characteristics (Ramalebana, 1995:2):

They achieve academically poorer than the “ordinary” female students. For example, they tend to fail more examinations than ordinary female students.

Their achievements are low, worse, and weaker than before they had babies.

Their brightness has gone, their general ability is dented and they seem to be depressed most of the time.

In many instances, they under-achieve. In other words, there is a discrepancy between their possible and actual performance.

They seem to be generally demotivated.

Female student mothers choose to continue their schooling because they consider academic qualifications as a ticket to participating in the labour market (Chigona&Chetty, 2008:10).

However, the majority of female student mothers have to repeat a grade when they return to school because of missed schoolwork, poor performance and failure in the examination for promotion to the next grade (Panday et al., 2009:59).

Educators’ attitudes

Research has shown that there was a universal lack of enthusiasm and a negative attitude amongst educators for accommodating pregnant learners in school (Runhare, 2010:148). According to Bhanaet al. (2010:871) most of the school principals and educators involved in their research were also unenthusiastic about enrolling and supporting either pregnant female students or female student mothers in their schools.

Chigona and Chetty (2008:5) say that educators’ objection to pregnant learners in school range from their inability to cope with academic demands to their disruptive influence on the learning environment in class. Some educators also find it difficult to override their own beliefs around generational hierarchies, reproduction and gender (Mpanza, 2006:32). According to Bhanaet al. (2010:874) the presence of a pregnant girl in school may encourages other girls to do the same and could even lead to sexual anarchy among other learners. Mpanza and Nzima (2010:21) and Chigona and Chetty (2008:3) view, inter alia, the followings reasons for educators’ negative attitude towards pregnant female students:

Moralistic arguments in which female student (teenage) pregnancy and parenting, indeed and sexuality outside marriage is considered deviant and taboo.

 Educators feel that a pregnant female student is setting the wrong precedent to other females.

The visible evidence of pregnant female in class let educators feel uncomfortable and they feel they are teaching a women and not a girl.

Many educators regard the presence of a pregnant learner in their classroom as a threat to the collective academic performance of the class and classroom harmony because they question the ability of the pregnant girl to cope with both academic and pregnancy demands.

Educators’ understanding

According to the findings in a study by Chigona and Chetty (2008:7) pregnant female student’s feel that educators do not understand their circumstances. The pregnant female students and female student mothers interviewed said that most educators do not empathies with them and them were expected to perform and behave just like any other learner in their respective classes. In his research Runhare (2010:73) found that schoolgirls that are pregnant or mothers feel that educators put a good deal of pressure on them without really understanding what they are going through. These female students are often ridiculed by educators in front of their classmates when they had not satisfied the class requirements (Mamhute, 2011:32). Grant and Hallman (2006:372) view the situation relating to female student unwanted pregnancies and schooling disturbances is inevitably associated with societal problems and should be understood in that context. To them problems range from ignorance, moral collapse, sexual abuse of female adolescents and lack of knowledge about early menarche. Karra and Lee(2012:14) argue that obtaining educational qualifications is no longer a right to female student mothers but something these females owe society if they are not to be welfare dependent and a burden to taxpayers.

Chigona and Chetty (2008:14) say pregnant female students and mothers should be understood as learners with special educational needs. The situation of a pregnant female student is vastly different from that of other girls; she is frequently absent, doze off in class, often do not pay attention as she is distracted by worries about her situation and her participation in class seem to be unwelcome as she is ignored or ridiculed other learners, etc. (Dietrich, 2003:30).
Support from educators

Pregnant female students face an overwhelming number of challenges in school and need understanding and support from parents, peers and educators (Bhanaet al., 2010:872). However, researchers established that many educators are not pleased with the challenge of dealing with a policy that allows pregnant female students to continue with their schooling (Mpanza&Nzima, 2010:433). For these educator’s schools are expected to be spaces of sexual innocence and to them pregnant female student incited anger and hostility and are framed asexually immoral and censured (Oni et al., 2005:54).

Some educators, however, under difficult structural constraints are able to cultivate care and support for pregnant female students and female student mothers (Vunduleet al., 2001:75). According to Bhana, Morrell, Epstein and Moletsane (2006:16) there are educators who take pastoral care of pregnant female students seriously and offer understanding of their circumstances and also provide sympathy and support. These educators recognize the pregnant female student’s right to education and if possible will give individual attention to her in order to help her cope with schoolwork and pregnancy (Grant & Hallman, 2006:15).

Findings from research done by Cunningham and Boult (2007:5) showed that it is mostly female educators whose identification as mothers as well as knowledge of the “pain, difficulty, challenges and responsibility” associated with pregnancy and motherhood enable supportive and caring environment for the girls in their school. 

Future perspective

The future outlook of most pregnant female students is bleak (Dhlamini, 2009:3). After the birth of the baby they are saddled with the responsibility of bringing up a child while they are themselves still ‘children’ that are supposed to be in school. The possibility of furthering their studies, in order to qualify for choice career prospects, is remote because of financial constraints and the responsibilities of motherhood.

Mngoma (2010:11) says female student mothers mostly face an obscured future because there is little to look forward to or to expect, and there are no plans or tasks, however small, waiting to be fulfilled. In the research done by Beesham (2000:39) a respondent said: “My future is quite hopeless at the moment. I am 18 years old and stuck with two children. I have not completed my schooling and have no permanent job. I am dependent on my parents because I cannot support myself and my children.”

Education plays an important role in the future of young people as it prepares them for work and life as an adult. However, available statistics indicated that a third of pregnant female students do not complete their schooling (Dhlamini, 2009:3). Without proper education teenage mothers do not qualify for jobs to earn enough money to support them and their child (children). According to Grant and Hallman (2006:365) there is a substantial body of evidence indicating that one of the most consistent risk factors of female student pregnancy is lower socioeconomic status. This cycle of poverty often repeats itself with pregnant female student beginning lifelong trajectory of poverty for themselves and their children through truncated educational opportunities and poor job prospects. The father traditionally played the role of provider for his family. In research done by Swartzand Bhana (2009:39) it was found that teenage mothers are more likely to be single parents and if married to experience high divorce rates. They also reported that although most teenage fathers accept responsibility for fathering a child they have the same profile as the teenage mother. This means low educational attainment, low socio-economic status and therefore they seldom have the financial resources to support the child and mother.

Appraisal of Literature Review

In this chapter many works as been reviewed this includes:

Pandayet al. (2009:21) female students unwanted pregnancy has grown in significance as a social construct and as such represents one of several indicators of burgeoning female student delinquency, sexual permissiveness and moral decay.
Chigona and Chetty (2007:2) see female student unwanted pregnancy as a socioeconomic challenge and an important health problem for many communities in Nigeria. 
According to Karra and Lee (2012:12) the unwanted pregnancy rate amongst female student in Nigeria remains high by international comparison.

The researcher agreed with opinion of many of the quoted authors in this chapter because their opinion is in line with the study at hand.
In the researcher opinion Parenthood is a major event in the lifespan of any individual but is problematic when it happens to female student. Parenthood takes on special significance and precedes the transition to education, work, citizenship and marriage that collectively offer the skills, resources and social stock necessary for individuals to succeed as parents. Pregnancy among teenagers, which include female students, remains a common social and public concern worldwide and South Africa is also confronted with an escalating epidemic of teenage pregnancies.
CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter deals with the methods and procedure adopted in the process of data collection for the study. The method and procedure are discussed under the following sub- headings:

a. Research Design

b. Population, Sample and sampling Techniques.

c. Instrumentation 

d. Validation of the Instrument

e. Reliability of the Instrument

f. Procedure for data Collection

g. Data Analysis Techniques.
Research Design 

Research design provides the procedural outline for the conduct of any given investigation.

The research design is a plan or blue print which specifies how information relating to a given problem should be collected and analysed.

The design to be used in this work is a descriptive statistic of mean which involves a systematic attempt to describe the characteristic of a given population or area of interest, factually to ensure meaningful description of situation. 

Population, Sample and Sampling technique

The population of this study consists of teachers and female students in secondary schools in Ilorin West local government.

While the target population were teachers and female students from the (10) ten selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local government.

The schools are: 

1. Government High School Ilorin.

2. Government Day Secondary School Adeta , Ilorin

3. Government Day Secondary School Adewole , Ilorin

4. Government Girls Secondary School Oko-Erin , Ilorin

5. Government Day Secondary School OdoOkun , Ilorin

6. Ilorin Grammar School, Ilorin.

7. Junior Secondary School Odota, Ilorin.

8. Sheik AbdulKadir Secondary School, Ilorin.

9. Queen Elizabeth School, Ilorin.

10. Waziri Junior Secondary School, Ilorin.

Meanwhile, five (5) Teachers and (15) fifteen female students were randomly selected from each of the 10 selected secondary schools in Ilorin West local government which totaled fifty teachers (50) and (150) One hundred and fifty female students. Simple random sampling Techniques was adopted to select the sample.
Instrumentation 
The instrument used in this work to collect data from the respondent is questionnaire which was defined as a written or printed list of questions used in gathering information from one or more person.

This questionnaire will enable the targeted respondent to indicate his or her opinion towards the effect of unwanted pregnancy on female secondary school students in Ilorin West L.G.A Kwara State to indicate their opinion on the items of the questions which used four point listed type rating scale of:

SA-   Strongly Agreed, A – Agreed, D – Disagreed, SD – Strongly Disagreed

The questionnaire are in Two sections, Section A is on Demographic Data of the respondents such as Age, Gender and educational qualification while, section B contains items that were used to answer the research questions generated in the study.

Validity of the Instrument 

Validity of the instrument was ascertained given a draft copy of the questionnaire to the researcher’s supervisor and expert in test and measurement in Faculty of Education University of Ilorin for vetting.

To ensure the validity of the research instrument, researcher ensures that the questions in the items are directly related to the topic under investigation.

The suggested recommendation and corrections were effected then question for pilot study was drafted.
Reliability of the Instrument

In order to ascertained the reliability of the instrument pilot study was carried out using Test- test approach. This was done by administering the test to ten teachers and forty female secondary schools’ students which were not part of the main sample, within an interval of two weeks. The results that obtained at both administrations were then correlated through the using of person product moment correlation. By so doing therefore, the reliability of the instrument was established.

The results indicate that the instrument is reliable for this study.

Procedure for Data Collection

The questionnaire was administered personally by the researchers from each selected secondary schools in Ilorin West L.G.A in order to ensure response on each of the items. A total number of two hundred (200) questionnaires were distributed and equally collected which were all analysed for this study.

Data Analysis Technique

The descriptive statistic of mean was used to answer the three (3) research question generated in the study.

CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS

The chapter deals with data analysis and interpretation of data collected through the use of questionnaire on the Effect of Unwanted Pregnancy on Female Students Education in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State. Three research questions were raised and answered as postulated earlier in chapter one. The analysis is presented based on the research questions raised for the study. Descriptive statistics of mean ranking was used to answer all the research questions.

Answering Research Questions

Research Question 1: 
What are the causes of unwanted pregnancy among female student?

Table 1

Causes of Unwanted Pregnancy among Female Students

	S/N
	Statement
	A
	D
	X
	Rank

	1
	Lack of knowledge about sexuality
	124 (87.9%)
	17 (12.1%)
	3.75
	3rd

	2
	Incorrect information obtained from peers/friend and media
	137 (97.2%)
	4 (2.8%)
	3.94
	1st

	3
	Peer pressure (eg engaging in sexual activities to be accepted/conform
	106 (75.2%)
	35 (24.8%)
	3.50
	4th

	4
	Examples portrayed by the media (eg sexual conduct of movie/soapie stars on TV)
	63 (44.7%)
	78 (55.3%)
	2.89
	5th

	5
	Low socioeconomic status (eg poverty and unemployment)
	125 (88.7%)
	16 (11.3%)
	3.77
	2nd

	6
	Risk-taking behaviour (eg drug use promotes irresponsible sex activities)
	106 (75.2%)
	35 (24.8%)
	2.10
	6th


Source: Fieldwork, 2018

Table 1 shows the causes of unwanted pregnancy among female student. Table further revealed that incorrect information obtained from peers/friend and media and are ranked 1st, while low socioeconomic status (eg poverty and unemployment), lack of knowledge about sexuality, peer pressure (eg engaging in sexual activities to be accepted/conform, examples portrayed by the media (eg sexual conduct of movie/soapie stars on TV) and risk-taking behaviour (eg drug use promotes irresponsible sex activities) were rand 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th respectively. 
Research Question 2: 
What effect has unwanted pregnancy has on the education of the female students?
Table 2

Effect of Unwanted Pregnancy

	S/N
	Statement
	A
	D
	X
	Rank

	1
	They are often absent from school (eg to visit clinic, doctor or not feeling well)
	112 (79.4%)
	29 (20.6%)
	3.58
	5th

	2
	Poor performance in school work (eg homework not done, absent for tests/assessments
	125 (88.7%)
	16 (13.3%)
	3.77
	2nd

	3
	Discrimination by learners (eg learners avoid them and call them names
	120 (85.1%)
	21 (14.9%)
	3.78
	3rd

	4
	Drop out of school (eg must leave school to take care of the baby
	119 (84.4%)
	22 (15.6%)
	3.68
	4th

	5
	An unsecured future perspective (eg lack of proper education and thus limited or no job opportunity
	133 (94.3%)
	8 (5.7%)
	3.88
	1st


Source: Fieldwork, 2018

Table 2 indicates what effect has unwanted pregnancy has on the education of the female students. The table shows that an obsecured future perspective (eg lack of proper education and thus limited or no job opportunity and are ranked 1st, while poor performance in school work (eg homework not done, absent for tests/assessments,  discrimination by learners (eg learners avoid them and call them names,  drop out of school (eg must leave school to take care of the baby and they are often absent from school (eg to visit clinic, doctor or not feeling well) were rand 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th respectively. 

Research Question 3: 
What is the nature of the support available for an unwanted pregnancy of female students?
Table 3

Nature of the Support Available for an Unwanted Pregnancy

	S/N
	Statement
	A
	D
	X
	Rank

	1
	A school counselor policy relating to school girl pregnancy
	131 (92.9%)
	10 (7.1%)
	3.85
	1st

	2
	Workshops on sexuality education are regularly  conducted for educators
	112 (79.4%)
	29 (20.6%)
	3.58
	5th

	3
	A school counselor is available (eg help pregnant learners with emotional problems)
	115 (81.6%)
	26 (18.4%)
	3.63
	4th

	4
	Sexuality education is given to all the learners (eg use of contraceptives)
	120 (85.1%)
	21 (14.9%)
	3.70
	3rd

	5
	Special facilities for pregnant schoolgirls (eg to write exams)
	130 (92.1%)
	11 (7.8%)
	3.84
	2nd

	
	
	
	
	
	


Source: Fieldwork, 2018

Table 3 indicates the nature of the support available for an unwanted pregnancy of female students. The results show’s that a school counselor policy relating to school girl pregnancy and are ranked 1st, while special facilities for pregnant schoolgirls (eg to write exams), sexuality education is given to all the learners (eg use of contraceptives), a school counselor is available (eg help pregnant learners with emotional problems), and workshops on sexuality education are regularly conducted for educators were rand 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th respectively.

Summary of the Findings

Based on the analysed data, the following are the summary of the major findings of the study:

1.
Incorrect information obtained from peers/friend and media was ranked 1st was the most causes of unwanted pregnancy among female students.

2.
An obscured future perspective (eg lack of proper education and thus limited or no job opportunity was ranked 1st was the most effect has unwanted pregnancy has on the education of the female students.

3.
A school counselor policy relating to school girl pregnancy was ranked 1st, while special facilities for pregnant schoolgirls (eg to write exams), sexuality education is given to all the learners (eg use of contraceptives), a school counselor is available (eg help pregnant learners with emotional problems), and workshops on sexuality education are regularly conducted for educators were rand 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th respectively.

CHAPTER FIVE

DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This chapter presents the discussion of the results, conclusions and recommendations based on the findings of the research.

Discussion of Results

This work focused on the Effect of Unwanted Pregnancy on Female Students Education in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State. Based on the results of the findings, it was discovered that:

Incorrect information obtained from peers/friend and media was ranked 1st, while low socioeconomic status (eg poverty and unemployment), lack of knowledge about sexuality, peer pressure (eg engaging in sexual activities to be accepted/conform, examples portrayed by the media (eg sexual conduct of movie/soapy stars on TV) and risk-taking behaviour (eg drug use promotes irresponsible sex activities) were rand 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th respectively. This finding is similar to the findings of VanderValla (2007) who opined that girls tend to internalize their emotions, whereas boy tend to act out of emotion through externalized problem behavior. Amato (2005) opined that marriage divorce tends to affect girls and boys in similar ways, but there are some ways that boys and girls experience divorce differently. Young girls are affected by divorce is sine different ways than young boys.
It was revealed among other that an unsecured future perspective (eg lack of proper education and thus limited or no job opportunity was ranked 1st, while poor performance in school work (eg homework not done, absent for tests/assessments,  discrimination by learners (eg learners avoid them and call them names, drop out of school (eg must leave school to take care of the baby and they are often absent from school (eg to visit clinic, doctor or not feeling well) were rand 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th respectively. The home environment also affects the academic performance of students. This finding is similar to the findings of Fiona (2009) who observed that those who had experience a late divorce (between grade six and 10) were more likely to get low grades than children who experienced an early divorce (between kindergarten and grade five).
Finally, the summary on the Table 3 shows that a school counselor policy relating to school girl pregnancy was ranked 1st, while special facilities for pregnant schoolgirls (eg to write exams), sexuality education is given to all the learners (eg use of contraceptives), a school counselor is available (eg help pregnant learners with emotional problems), and workshops on sexuality education are regularly conducted for educators were rand 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th respectively. This finding confirmed the finding that corroborates that of Odok (2013), Eamon (2005), and Eristwhistle (1986) observed that small family sizes are linked to higher educational attainment. Bysenk and Locksoh (2011) affirmed that most extroverted children come from smaller homes and that they adjust more easily to school environment can express themselves easily in the classroom therefore, they achieve a greater academic performance as opposed to introverted children of larger family size.
Conclusions


Based on the findings of the study which stemmed from the data collected and analysed with the results obtained, the following conclusions were drawn.

1.
Incorrect information obtained from peers/friend and media was ranked 1st was the most causes of unwanted pregnancy among female students.

2.
An unsecured future perspective (eg lack of proper education and thus limited or no job opportunity was ranked 1st   was the most effect has unwanted pregnancy has on the education of the female students.

3.
A school counselor policy relating to school girl pregnancy was ranked 1st, while special facilities for pregnant schoolgirls (eg to write exams), sexuality education is given to all the learners (eg use of contraceptives), a school counselor is available (eg help pregnant learners with emotional problems), and workshops on sexuality education are regularly conducted for educators were rand 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th respectively.

Recommendations

From the findings and conclusions of this study, the following recommendations are made:

1. 
Home and school environments should be protective enough to shield the children from exposure to negative influences, by parents and teachers been concerned about the well-being of the girl child through education about sex and sexuality and the danger inherent. 

2. 
Education of the girl child should be made free and compulsory at the basic education level. Free basic education for the girls will increase school enrolment of teenagers who hitherto were out of school as a result of exorbitant fees. 

3. 
Social welfare agencies (public and private) should redouble efforts in educating, counseling and rehabilitation of victims. By these efforts many of them could be encouraged to continue their education of engage in other meaningful activities to avoid early destitution and other life threatening experiences resulting from early motherhood.

Suggestions for Further Studies

Further studies could be carried out in the following areas:

1.
Impact of Teenage Pregnancy on the Academic and Socio-Psychological Well-Being of Rural Women in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State.

2.
The Effect of Unwanted Pregnancy on Islamic Students in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State.
APPENDIX
QUESTIONNIARE ON THE IMPACT OF STUDENTS PREGNANT ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES IN KWARA 
Dear Respondent,

I am presently engaged in a research project towards my B.Ed (Bachelor in Education) degree at the University of Ilorin, from the Department of Arts Education. The research aim to investigate “The effect of unwanted pregnancy on female secondary school student in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State”.

I have taken the liberty of writing to you as one of the selected respondents in order to seek your assistance in acquiring information regarding your experiences relating to the research.

All information will be regarded as confidential and no personal details of any respondents will be mentioned in the findings nor will the results be related to any particular educatorsor school.

I really appreciates your cooperation

Yours Faithfully,
……………………….

Babakebe Asmau Ajibola
KWCOED/IL/22/0100
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE RESPONDENT

1.
Please read through each statement carefully before giving your opinion.

2.
Please make sure that you do not omit a question, or skip any page.

3.
Please be totally frank when giving your opinion.

4.
Please do not discuss statements with anyone.

5.
Please return the questionnaire after completion.

Kindly answer all the questions by supplying the requested information in writing, or by making a cross (x) in the appropriate block.

SECTION A

PERSONAL DATA

Gender:
Male

Female



Qualification: 
NCE


BA/Ed



MA/M.Ed

Phd

Others in any specify ___________________
Marital Status:
Single




Married




Divorced


SECTION B

A.
Possible reasons for female unwanted pregnancy 

	
	
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	
	Possible reasons why female student fall pregnant are:
	
	
	
	

	1.
	Lack of knowledge about sexuality
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Incorrect information obtained from peers/friends and media
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Peer pressure (e.g. engaging in sexual activities to be accepted/conform)
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Examples portrayed by the media (e.g. sexual conduct of movie/soapie stars on TV)
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Low socioeconomic status (e.g. poverty and unemployment)
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Risk-taking behaviour (e.g. drug use promotes irresponsible sex activities)
	
	
	
	


B.
Effect of unwanted Pregnancy on the Education of Female Student’s

	
	
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	
	Consequences of female student pregnancy are:
	
	
	
	

	1.
	They are often absent from school (e.g. to visit clinic, doctor or not feeling well)
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Poor performance in schoolwork (e.g. homework not done, absent for tests/assessments)
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Discrimination by learners (e.g. learners avoid them and call them names)
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Drop out of school (e.g. must leave school to take care of the baby)
	
	
	
	

	5.
	An obscured future perspective (e.g. lack of proper education and thus limited or no job opportunities) 
	
	
	
	


C.
Nature of support available from an unwanted pregnancy on female students 

	
	
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	1.
	A school counsellor policy relating to schoolgirl pregnancy
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Workshops on sexuality education are regularly conducted for educators
	
	
	
	

	3.
	A school counsellor is available (e.g. help pregnant learners with emotional problems)
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Sexuality education is given to all the learners (e.g. use of contraceptives)
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Special facilities for pregnant schoolgirls (e.g. to write exams) 
	
	
	
	


REFERENCES

Anderson J F, Berdie R & Niebuhr M. A. (2002). Questionnaires: design and use. London: Metuchen. 

Ayer E H 2AWw000.It’s okay to say no. New York: Macmillan Publishing.

Beesham N. (2000. The life-world of the schoolgirl-mother. KwaDlangezwa: University of Zululand. (M.Ed.-dissertation)

Beins B. (2003). Research methods. New York: McMillan.

Bezuidenhout F. J. (2008). Teenage pregnancy. Pretoria: Van Schaik.

Bezuidenhout F.J. (2004).  A reader on selected social issues. Pretoria: Van Schaik.

Bhana D, Clowes L, Morrell R &Shefer T. (2008). Pregnant girls and young parents in South African schools. . Agenda, 76: 78-89.

Bhana D, Morrell R, Epstein D. &Moletsane R. (2006). The hidden work of caring teachers and the maturing AIDS epidemic in diverse secondary schools in Durban. Journal of Education, 38: 1-23.

Bhana D, Morrell R, Shefer T. &Ngabaza S. (2010). South African teachers’ responses to teenage pregnancy and teenage mothers in schools. Culture, Health & Sexuality, 12(8): 871-883.

Bless C & Higson-Smith W. D. (2000). Fundamentals of social research methods: an African perspective. Cape Town: Juta.

Bolton FG 2003.The pregnant adolescent: problems of premature adulthood. Beverly Hills: age.78

Buga G.A.B, Amoko D. H. A &Ncayiyana D. J. (2006). Sexual behaviour, contraceptive practice and reproductive health among school adolescents in rural Transkei. South African Medical Journal, 86:523-527.

Burger S, Gouws E. & Kruger, N. (2000). The adolescent. Pretoria: Heinemann.

Canavan M. C. (2007). Teenage pregnancies under the spotlight. The Star, 2 May 2007:1.

Changach J. K. (2012). Impact of teenage pregnancy on the education of the girl-child, acase study. International Journal of Social Science Tomorrow, 1(1): 1-7.

Channing-Peace S. M. & Solomon L. (2001). Pubertal development in black and white Johannesburg girls. South African Medical Journal, 71:22-24.

Chigona A. &Chetty R. (2007). Girls’ education in South Africa: special consideration to teen mothers as learners. Journal of Education for International Development, 3(1): 1-16.

Chigona A. &Chetty R. (2008). Teen mothers and schooling: lacunae and challenges. South African Journal of Education, 28(2): 1-14.

Chuenyane G. (2008).School pregnancy. City Press, January 2008.

Cohen L, Manion L. & Morrison K. (2001). Research methods in education. London: Blackwell.

Crouch L 2003. Teacher supply and demand in South Africa: current status, future needs and the impact of HIV/Aids. Pretoria: Heineman.

Cunningham P W & Boult B. 2007.Black teenage pregnancy in South Africa: some considerations. Available at http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi
Dale D 2006. Population sampling methods for research studies. Available on http://voices.yahoo.com/population-sampling-methods.

De Villiers J J R 2007. South African teachers: expectations and experiences. Journal ofEducational Studies, 4(1):267 – 272.

De VosA S (ed.) 2000. Research at grassroots: a primer for the caring profession. Pretoria: Van Schaik.

Devenish C, Funnell G &Greathead E (2004).Responsible teenage sexuality. Pretoria: Academica. 79

DhlaminI S 2009.Fate of pregnant pupils. The Mirror, 2 April 2009:3.

Dietrich C 2003. The problems surrounding teenage pregnancies. Cape Town: Heinemann.

DoE (Department of Education) 2002.Towards effective school management. Pretoria: Department of Education.

DoE (Department of Education) 2007.Measures for the prevention and management of learner pregnancy. Pretoria: Department of Education.

Domisse J 2007.Teenage pregnancy time bomb. Mail & Guardian, 13 March2007:11-14.

Du Toit S J & Kruger N 1994.The child: an educational perspective. Durban: Butterworth’s.

Duncan A 2011. Teenage parents and their educational attainment. Available on http://txcc.seedl.org/resources
Ferguson M 2004.The truth about teenage sex. True Love, 3 February 2004:2-3.

Gouws E & Kruger N 1994.The adolescent: an educational perspective. Pretoria: Butterworth.

Govender P 2007.Maternity leave for pregnant school girls. The Times, 3 March 2007:4.80

Grant M & Hallman K 2006. Pregnancy-related school dropout and school performance in KwaZulu-Natal. Studies in Family Planning.39(S):369-392.

Griessel G A J, Louw C J J& Swart C A 1993.Principals of educative teaching. Pretoria: Acacia.
Hannan .A. 2007. Questionnaires in educational research. Plymouth: University of Plymouth.

Hans B 2008. Pregnant at KwaPata.Echo, 13 March 2008:3.

Harrison R 2006.Teenage pregnancy. South African Medical Journal, 96(2):39-46.

Hofstee E 2006.Constructing a good dissertation. Johannesburg: Enterprise Printers.

Hosie A 2002. Teenage pregnancy in young women of school age: an exploration of disengagement and re-engagement from the education system. Newcastle: University of Newcastle.

Hughes T M S W. 2002.Everything you need to know about teen pregnancy. New York: The Rosen Publishing Company.

Jewkes R. 2007. Facts belie fiction of teenage pregnancy. Sunday Independent. Available on http://www.sundayindependent.co.za.

Kanku T & Mash R 2010. Attitudes, perceptions and understanding amongst teenagers regarding teenage pregnancy, sexuality and contraception in Taung. South African Family Practice, 52(6);563-572.

Kaplan P S 2004.Adolescence. Boston: Houghton: Mifflin.

Karra M & Lee M 2012.Human capital consequences of teenage childbearing in South Africa. Population Research Bureau.www.prb.org.

Khangala N 2008.Education.Pretoria: Vuk’uzenzel Publishers.

Khubisa M 2012 teenage pregnancy a crisis in KwaZulu-Natal. The North Coast Courier,4 July 2012: 1-4.

Kimberly B S &Bilbrey P 2003 Pregnant and parenting female students’ perspectives of school experiences: a case study. Texas: University Publishers.

Kruger C 2011 Derde van Suid-Afrika se kindersverloorhulleonskuld op 14.rapport, 28 Augustus 201:5.

KZN DoE (KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education). 2010. My life my futureecampaign: fight against HIV / AIDS, learner pregnancy, substance abuse and social ills. Pietermaritzburg: Department of Education.

Le Roux J (ed.) 1992. Themes in sociopedagogics. Pretoria: Van Schaik.

Lemmer E 2002.Contempory education: global issues and trends. Sandton: Heineman

Lloyd C & Mensch B 2008. Marriage and childbirth as factors of school dropout: an analysis of data from sub-Saharan Africa. Population Studies, 62(1): 1-13.

Macleod C 1999. The causes of teenage pregnancy: review of South African research. South African Journal of Psychology, 29(1):8-16.

Madhaven S 2005 Childbearing and schooling: new evidence from south Africa. Comparative Education Review, 44(2):113 -147.

Madlala M 2008. Teaching about sex. The Mirror, 23 April 2008:11.

Mahjova C N 2002. Secondary school learners’ attitudes towards sexuality education. KwaDlangezwa: University of Zululand (M.Ed.-dissertation) 82

Makola m P 2004.Perceived consequences of teenage pregnancy. Pretoria: Unisa (Med-dissertation)

Mamhute R 2011.The educational challenges of pregnant and nursing adultlearners: a case study of Morgenster teachers’ college. Stellenbosch: Stellenbosch University. (Med -dissertation)

Maphumulo S 2009. Pupil dies after giving birth. The Star, 13 February 2009:6.

Maree K 2007.First steps in research. Pretoria: Van Schaik.

Marston C & King E 2006. Factors that shape young people’s sexual behaviour: asystematic review. Lancet, 368(9547); 1581-1586.

Marteleto L, Lam D &Ranchod V 2008. Sexual behaviour, pregnancy and schoolingamong young people in South Africa. Journal of Family Planning, 39(4) 351-362.

Masemola L 2008. Teenage pregnancy becomes a trend. The Star, 30 October 2008:6.

Mays N & Pope C 2006.Qualitative research in health care. London: Blackwell.

Mazibuko M 2008. Pregnancy blues. The Sowetan, 13 February 2008:2.

Mkamba L &Moolla Y 2012. Grade 3 pupils fall pregnant in KwaZulu-Natal. The Mercury, 27 June 2012: 2 -3.

Mngoma S 2008. How are schools to deal with pregnancies? The Natal Witness, 28February 2008:18.

Mngoma S. 2010. The teen pregnancy epidemic. The Natal Witness, 26 May 2010:11

Motshekga A M 2009. Foreword by the Minister of Basic Education. Pretoria: Department of Education. 83

Mpanza N D & Nzima d r 2101.Attitudes of educators towards teenage pregnancy. ProcediaSocial and Behavioral Sciences, 5(2010): 431 - 439.

Mpanza N D 2006. A study of educators’ attitudes towards teenage pregnancy. KwaDlangezwa: University of Zululand. (M.Ed.-dissertation)

MRC (Medical Research Council) 2009.South African Youth Risk Behaviour Survey (YRBS). Pretoria: Department of Health.

Mtshali T 2007.Social grant not promoting teen pregnancies. The Sunday Independent, 18 January 2007:4.

Mwaba K 2000.Perceptions of teenage pregnancy among South African adolescents. Health SA Gesondheid, 5:30-34.

Mwamwenda T S 1995. Educational psychology: an African perspective. Durban: Butterworth.

Nash R 2002. Sex and schooling: sexual activity of young people and its implication for education. Gender and Education, 14(2):149-165.

Ndlovu S 2008. Pregnant pupils expelled. The Mercury, 8 May 2008:4.

Neil J 2007. Summaries of tools, instruments and questionnaires for research intervention programmes. London: Blackwell.

Newman L 2008. Teenage pregnancy no surprise. The Mercury, 9 May 2009:4.

Nkuna B 2008.Child grant used for booze. The Cape Argus, 29 September 2008:6.

Onganya G V &Ododa H O 2009.Questionnaire as data collecting instrument. Available on http://onganya.blogspot.com
Oni, T E, Prinsloo E A M, Nortje J D &Joubert G 2005. High school students’ attitudes, practices and knowledge of contraception in Jozini, KwaZulu-Natal. South African Family Practice, 47(6): 54-57.

Oxford Dictionary 2005.South African Concise Oxford Dictionary. Cape Town: Oxford Publishers.

Panday S, Makiwane M, Ranchod C &Letsoalo T 2009.Teenage pregnancy in South Africa with specific focus on school going learners. HSRC: Pretoria.

PNG (Plus News Global) 2007.South Africa: no easy way to lower teen pregnancies. http://www.plusnews.org
Preston-Whyte E & Allen J 2002.Teenage pregnancy in the coloured community .Cape Town: Oxford University Press.

Ramalebana M E 1995. Problems related to the learning situation of female student mothers in Venda secondary schools. Pretoria: University of South Africa. (Unpublished M.Ed.-dissertation)

Rangiah J 2012.The experiences of pregnant teenagers about their pregnancy. Stellenbosch: Stellenbosch University. (MEd -dissertation)

Richter L M, Norris S A & Ginsburg C 2006. The silent truth about teenage pregnancies. South
African Medical Journal, 96(2):122-124.

Rickel A U 2001. Teen scene pregnancy. New York: Wayland Publishers.

Rickel A U 2009. Pregnancy and parenting. New York: Hemisphere Publishing Corporation.

Ross K 2008. Rate of teenage pregnancy ‘decreasing Daily News, 27 October2008:5.85

Rule S 2004. Rights or wrongs: public attitude towards moral values. HSRC Review,2(3):4-5.

Runhare T 2020.A comparative case study of institutional responses to mainstreaming of pregnant learners in formal education. Pretoria: University of Pretoria. (DPhil-thesis)

SAPA (South African Publishing Association) 2008. Rape: 20% of sex assaults at school. The Natal Witness, 13 March 2008:1.

Sapire E K 1999. Teenagers need sex knowledge. Executive Health, July 1999:33-35.

Saville B K 2008. Guide to teaching research methods in psychology. London: Blackwell.

Saville S 2006. Study finds teenage pregnancies ‘fashionable’. The Mercury, 25October 2006:3.

Swartz S &Bhana D 2009.Teenage Tata: experience of young fathers in impoverished communities in South Africa. Cape Town: HSRC.

Van den Aardweg E M & Van den Aardweg E D 1990.Dictionary of empirical education/educational psychology. Pretoria: E & E Enterprises.

Van Rensburg C J J, Landman W A&Bodenstein H C A. 1994.Basic concepts in education. Halfway House: Orion.

Varga C A 2003. How gender roles influence sexual and reproductive health among South African adolescents. Studies in Family Planning, 34(3):160-172.

Vrey J D 1990. The self-actualisingeduc and. Pretoria: Unisa.

Vundule C, Maforah F, Jewkes R & Jordan E 2001. Risk factors for teenage pregnancy among sexually active black adolescents in Cape Town: a case control study. South African Medical Journal, 91:73-80.
Wayne G 2001. Research methodology: an introduction. Cape Town: Juta.

Welman J C & Kruger S J 2001.Research methodology for business and administrative science. Cape Town: Oxford University Press.

Welman K M 2005. Research methodology. Cape Town: Oxford University Press.

Wikipedia 2012.Adolescence. Available on http://en.wikipedia.org
Wolhuter C C, Van der Merwe A vermeulen H J &Vos M S 2003. Themes in comparative education. Potchefstroom: Keurkopie.

Wood K &Jewkes R 2006. Block blockage and nurses scolding; barriers to adolescent contraception in South Africa. Reproductive Health Matters, 14:1-10.
Zelnick M &Kanter J F 2005. Sexual activity, Contraceptive use and pregnancy among Metropolitan-area teenagers. Family Perspectives, 12:230-238. Dear Educator

56

