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ABSTRACTS
Women'sparticipationinpoliticsisacontentiousissuesintheNigerian'spoliticallife.Overtheyearsmarginalizationhascharacterizedwomenparticipationinpoliticsduetovariousinhibitingsocial,.Culturalandreligiousforces.Theseforcesaffectedwomen'sperceptionofpoliticsleadingtoaverylowlevelofpoliticalinterest,knowledgeandactivitiesofwomeninpolitics.Nigeriapoliticsbecamemale-dominatedalmostmakingthewomenvirtuallypoliticallyinvisible.However,variousmovestoinculcateskillsandknowledgethatwillliberatewomenfromabjectpoverty(socially,economicallyandpolitically)areone.ThesewillgoalongwaytoincreaseandimprovewomenparticipationinpoliticsinNigeria.Theissueofinequalityhasthereforebeenperceivedbydifferentpeopleespeciallythewomenfolkasanattempttoerodetheirfundamentalright.Inshort,WomenParticipationinNigerianpoliticsisatopicofimportance.Politically,womenhavebeenrelegatedtothebackground,despitethetremendouseffortputforwardbygovernmentandnon-governmentorganizationfollowingthedeclarationmadeatthefourthWorldConferenceonwomeninNigeria,whichadvocated30%affirmativeactionandNationalGenderPolicy(NGP)recommendationof35%affirmativeactionforamoreinclusiverepresentationofwomenbothinelectiveandappointivepositions.Itisworthytonoteasrevealedbythisresearch,thatNigerianwomenarestillbeingmarginalizedduetothestyleofleadershipinherentinthecountry.Despitethechallengeswomenarefacing,itwasdiscoveredthatwomenactivismandadvocacy,educationofwomen,positivityonthepartofsuccessivegovernmentstowardswomenofpositiveenergy.Itistherefore,anindicationthattheparticipationofwomeninpoliticshasabrightfuture.But,thisisnotwithoutthat,relevantstakeholdersareadvisedtoadvocatefortheprotectionofwomenfromabuse,empowerthemeconomicallyandpoliticallyandreviewthenecessarylegislationstoaccommodatethegrowinginterestofwomeninpoliticsbothelectiveandappointivepositions.
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CHAPTERONE
INTRODUCTION
BackgroundtotheStudy
	Globally,genderinequalityespeciallyinthepoliticalarenaisaseriouschallengebeingfacedbywomeninrecenttimes.Genderinequalityhasbeenanissueforseveralcenturies.Though,historyhasitthatfewerwomenhadbeeninpowerevenbeforecolonialism.InstancesaretheQueenofDaura,theSarauniyaofZazzauinpre-jihad,theAngwuTsiwhowasalmostthecounterpartoftheking,withherownPalace,inthemiddlebelt,IyayuntheQueenalsoruledinfifteencenturyinOyo,afterthedeathofherhusband(Modupe,2001).
	Though,fromtheforegoing,itwillbeseenthatveryfewwomenhavehadtheopportunityinaleadershipposition,yetineveryoneorsinglecaseofwomen,thereareseveralhundredsofthemalecounterparts.
	SexismhasbecomeamajorprobleminNigerianpolitics.WomenhavebeenPoliticallyconsideredendangeredspeciesandtheirlowparticipationinNigeriagovernmentandpoliticsisoftenassociatedwithculture,religions,economicconstraintetc.TheAfricansocietyingeneralandNigerianinparticularhasplacedmostoftheleadershiproleonthemenfolk,therebychampioningthecourseofgenderinequality.Economically,somefeministperceivewomen'smarginalityintheconductandmanagementofthepublicaffairsasarisingfromtheirentrenchmentoftheglobalizedcapitalsrelations.Thetraditionalsocietydoesnotrecognizethecontributionsofwomeninanydecisionmakingprocess.Thewomenarecarefullyignoredinanyimportantmeetingofthefamily,communityandeveningovernmentestablishments.Tilltoday,communitydevelopmentmeetingsarealwaysheldatnighttherebymakingitimpossibleformostwomentoattend.
	Arelationship,whichensuresthatmajorityofNigerianwomenarepeasantsandhomemakers.Nonetheless,feministshavefailedtofundamentallyunravelintheirexplanatoryanalysistothefemininegenderandself-emulationattitudes.Femininegender-self-destructivefactorsisthedeclineofwomenparticipationingovernmentanditisoftenlayinexistanalysis,forinstance,the2001populationcensusputthenumberofNigerianWomenatabout4millionwhichisalmost50%andbyimplication,halfoftheNigerianelectorates.(NationalPopulation
CensusCommission).ThiselectoralpowerhadnotbeenconvertedtoassertivefeminineelectoralandpoliticaladvantagesovertheyearsNephrologyNursingCertificationCommission(NNCCReport,1991).Inrecentpast,however,especiallyinthewakeofthemillenniumandalsointhe2023generalelections,manywomenhaverisenuptothechallengesofthetime.
	Manywomenhavecometoassumeleadershippositionsinbothpoliticsandreligion.ThisisagiantstepintherightdirectionasitwillgoalongwayinbreakingthejinxofgenderinequalityandmalechauvinisminNigeriasociety.
	The2023generalelectionspresentedwomenwithgoodopportunitiestonavigatethewaytopower,thoseinattendancewerefemalelegislators,representativeofvariouswomen'sgroups,womenandmalegenderactivists,themarketwomen'sassociation,professionalassociationandmediapractitioners.Allthesegroupsofwomenareaftertheactualizingthe35%,AffirmativeActionCommitteebylatePresidentMuhammaduBuhari.The2023generalelectionwasseenasagoodplatformtoauthenticatethevotingpatternofNigerianwomen.Itistrulyevidenttheactiveparticipationandthesupportofwomentothe2023campaignsandelections,hencetheneedforreflectionandfocusedadvocacyfortheconsciousandqualityinclusionofwomeninthestructuresofthenewlyelectedgovernmentandparliamentthroughclearpronouncementsandaction(ALT'sFocusNigeria,2023).
	Theobjective,whichthisresearchworkseekstoachieveincludes:
a. Toassessthenatureofwomenparticipationinpolitics,
b. toidentifytheeconomicdisadvantagesassociatedwiththewomenfailureinpoliticalparticipation,toexaminetherelationshipbetweenpoliticalparticipation,toexaminetherelationshipbetweenpoliticsandwomen'sparticipationinpoliticsand
c. DeterminethefactorshinderingwomenparticipationinNigeriapolitics
Itisinabidtofindalastingsolutiontoissueofwomen'smisrepresentationinNigeriapoliticalsystemwhichoftenledtomanygenderactiviststodemandfortheUnitedNations35%quotaofwomenrepresentationinallelectivepositions.
StatementoftheProblems
	Onepossibleexplanationforwomen'spositioninpublicofficesislackofpublicacceptanceofwomeninpoliticallife.Publicattitudeisanimportantreasonforthesmallnumberoffemaleofficeholders.Publicattitudedoesnotonlydeterminehowmanyfemalecandidateswingeneralelectionbutalso,directlyandindirectly,determinehowmanyareconsideredandnominatedforpublicoffice.InKwaraState,before1999,womenwhowereactivelyparticipatinginpoliticsarenotpubliclyacceptedbecausetheyareseenandtreatedasfreewomen(prostitutesorwayward)ofeasyvirtues,stubbornpeople,whores,toodomineering,culturallyrebellious,etc.Itisobservedthatduringthecampaign,thepoliticalopponents(mostlymen)usetheallegedloosemoralstandingofthesewomenagainstthemandofteninsultthemdirectlyinpublic.
	Theentrenchedsocio-culturalpracticesintheYorubasocietyprevailinfavorofmenagainstwomenwhichconstituteaseriouschallengetowomen.Womenareoftennotpermittedtoinvolveinpubliclifefromchildhoodviaadulthoodbyauthorityfiguressuchashusbands,fathers,mothersandotherrelationsduetoculturalimageofavirtuouswomandefinedasquiet,submissivewhoshouldbeseenandnotheardbecauseofthepatriarchalnatureoftheNigeriasociety.MostNigeriaincludingwomenstillbelieveandembracethetraditionalperspectivesthatviewwomenasinferiortomen,second-classcitizens,weakersextobeseenandnottobeheard,Childbearers,primarycaregivers,etc.Mosttimes,theyfeelthegameofpoliticsisexclusivetomenandwomenshoulddarenotventureintoit,andthosewhostruggletoventureareusuallycontentedwithbackseat.
	Inrelationtothesesocio-culturalchallenges,evenmanywomenpsychologicallyacknowledgeandperceivethesocialstigmathatpoliticsis"dirtygame"andassuchtendtowronglyperceivefellowwomenintopoliticsasarrogantandirresponsibleandwanttopullthemdown.
Thelackofeducationandexposureamongthewomenfolkinrelationstotherequirementordemandsofpoliticalleadershipisaproblemincidentaltowomen’sparticipationinpolitics.Asaresultofloweducationandprofessionalattainment,theyarenotequippedmentallytoventureintothemale-dominatedpolitics.Owingtolackofanappreciablelevelofeducation,professionalability,andpoorleadershipskills,theNigeriawomenlacksself-confidence,courageandboldnessrequiredtoaimforthehighestpostinthepoliticalarea.
	Ironically,womenwhodoventureintopoliticsareexpectedtodemonstratethehighcalibertypeofeducationandexposureeitherequalorabovethatofmen.UnfortunatelyareasonablepercentageofLagoswomen,duetocircumstancesbeyondtheircontrol,lackofresourcesthatcouldlaunchthemintothepoliticalarena.
	Thisisanotherchallengeofwomen’sactiveparticipationinpoliticsinNigeria.ThepoliticalterraininLagosisadoorordieaffairandfraughtwithviolence,maiming,assassination,threats,blackmail,intimidationandhumiliationetc.whichareutilizedbymostmentoscarewomenawayfromactiveparticipationinpolitics.InvolvementofthugsduringandafterelectionsandtheattendantinsecuritysuchasdestructionoflivesandpropertiesthatcharacterizedatypicalelectoralprocessinNigeriamakespoliticssomethingoutofthewayformostwomen.AnillustrationofelectoralviolenceinNigeriaisthetestimonyoffemaleaspirant.
	Hitherto,womenplayedessentiallya“cheerleaderrole”inpolitics.Womenwastheenthusiasticsupporterswhothrongedthecampaignforelectiveoffice.Women,itwouldappearweremerelycontenttocheercontestantsoftheoppositesextovictory.Thiswasensuredthroughthecreationofviablewomen’swingofpoliticaleducationofwomen.Thereisgeneralagreementofwomen’swingsofthevariouspartiesperformedwellinmobilizingwomenforpartyactivitiesincludingvotinginmassonElectionday.
	Jealousyandenvyamongwomenaremanifestedinthe‘tearmedown-syndrome’wherewomencondemnfemalepoliticiansorpoliticalaspirantbycallingthemnames,assassinatetheircharacterandengageinsmearcampaigntherebymakingwomenenemiesofoneanother.
	Seekingelectivepositionisexpensive,requiringhugefinancialinvolvementandsolidfinancialbacking.Generally,therelativelypatheticpoorfinancialdispositionofLagoswomenisacriticalchallenge,whichmostlyaccountsfortheirpoorparticipationsinpoliticsandpoliticaldefeatinelections.AccordingtoNagaraetal.(2024),about90%ofwomeninNigeria,currentlylivebelowpovertylive,soinspiteofconcessiongrantedbysomemajorpoliticalparties,whichlowersthecostofobtainingpartynominationformsforwomenintoelectiveoffice;theprizeofachievingelectoralgoalsisstillfar-fetchedfromthereachofthemostesteemedwomenintheabsenceof“agodfather”whofootsthebillinexchangedforunlimitedfavourwhentheseatiseventuallysecured.Consideringfinancialbacking,thegodfathersandotherfinanciersofpoliticiansinNigeriaprefermalepoliticalaspirantstofemaleonesbasedonthesocietalvalueassumptionandpoliticalactivitiesaremasculineandmalecandidatesarebelievedtostandabetterchanceofwinningelections.
PurposeoftheStudy
	ThemainpurposeofthisstudyistoinvestigatethepoliticalparticipationandgenderinequalityinNigeriaFirthRepublicusingKwaraStateascasestudy.
Specifically,thepurposeofthisstudyareto:
i. FindoutwhetherliveisgenderinequalityinNigeriapolitics
ii. Factorscontributetothegenderinequalityinpoliticalparticipation
iii. FindouttheeffectofgenderinequalityinNigeriapoliticalparticipation
Researchquestion
i. IstheregenderinequalityinNigeriapoliticalparticipation?
ii. Whatarethefactorscontributetothegenderinequalityinpoliticalparticipation?
iii. DoesgenderinequalityhaseffectonNigeriapoliticalparticipationtowardpoliticaldevelopmentinNigeria?
ResearchHypotheses
H01:ThereisnosignificantinfluenceordifferenceingenderinequalityinNigeriapoliticalsystem.
H02:Thereisnosignificantfactorcontributingtothegenderinequalityinpoliticalparticipation.
H03:GenderinequalityhasnosignificanteffectonNigeriapoliticalparticipationtowardpoliticaldevelopmentinNigeria.
SignificantoftheStudy
	ThisresearchworkisparamounttoKwaraStatebecauseoftheroleofgenderequalityandpoliticalparticipation.
	Theworkwouldhelptoadvancetheresearchers’knowledgeandenablethemcontributesinfindingsolutiontotheproblemforwhichtheresearchisbasedontheworkwouldalsoenabletodeterminethepossiblecoursesofgenderinequalityandherebyguidingthegovernmentonthestepstotakeinsolvingthem.Itwouldalsobeofimmensebenefittothestategovernmentandpoliticalparticipation,ifittakesthefindingsandrecommendationsofthisresearchintoconsiderationwhenmakingpolicesanddecisionconcerninggenderinequalityinNigeriapoliticalparticipation.Thisworkwouldbeareferencedocumentforfurtherresearch.
ScopeoftheStudy
	ThisstudyiscarriedoutinordertoknowthewaysofpoliticalparticipationandgenderinequalityinNigeriademocracy.Inviewofthis,thescopeofthestudyisrestrictedtoKwaraStategovernmentduetotimeandcostimplication.However,thestudyislimitedtoonlyKwaraStategovernment.ItisthebelieveoftheresearchersthatfindingsandthecommendationsofthisresearchworkwouldbeveryusefulinappraisingtheproperpoliticalparticipationandgenderequalityinNigeria’sfifthrepublic.
OperationalDefinitionofTerms
Politicalparticipation:activitiesofgovernments,politiciansorpoliticalparties,includestheinterrelationshipsbetweenpeople–betweenmenandwomen,parentsandchildren,peoplewithandwithoutdisabilities–andtheoperationofpowerateverylevelofhumaninteraction
Genderinequality:acknowledgethatmenandwomenarenotequalandthatgenderaffectsanindividual’slivingexperience
Democracy:isaformofgovernmentinwhichthepeoplehavetheauthoritytochoosetheirgoverninglegislation
FourthRepublic:theFourthRepublicisthecurrentrepublicangovernmentofNigeria.Since1999ithasgovernedthecountryaccordingtothefourthrepublicanconstitution.
State:Astateisapolitythatistypicallyestablishedasacentralizedorganization
Government:Agovernmentisthesystemorgroupofpeoplegoverningorrulinganorganizedcommunity,oftenastate.


CHAPTERTWO
LITERATUREREVIEW
FeminismandGenderInequalityinNigeria:SomeTheoreticalFramework
	FeminismandGenderbeforeproceedingwithdiscussionthatconnectsthetwo,andtheirapplicationtoNigeriasituation.Feminismishereconsideredas“bothiscritiqueandanideology”(UdokangandAwofeso,2021:159).Asacritique,feminismopposespatriarchy,thatis“asystemofmaleauthority,whichoppresseswomenthroughthesocial,politicalandeconomicinstitutions”(McLeanand
McMillan,2023:196).Asanideology,feminismisatheorywhichpreachesequalrightsforwomenandtheiremancipationfromallformsofdominationexertedbymen.Feminismhasequallybeenregardedasbothanintellectualcommitmentandapoliticalmovementthatseeksjusticeforwomenandtheendofsexisminallforms.Genderontheotherhand,“isnotasynonymforwomen”(OsezuaandOsezua,2018:63),neitherisitaderogatorystigmaforthemaleoppositesex.Although,‘sex’isabiologicalterminology–“amanatomicaldistinctionbetweenbeingamaleandafemale”(Aina,2012:6),genderisamoreorlessasocialconstruct“asociallyconstructedinequalitybetweenwomenandmen”,(Enemuo,2019:227).Tobeacademicallymeaningful,genderisbetterunderstoodasaproductofthewayaparticularsocietyviewsandanalysestherelationshipbetweenmaleandfemale,whichagainaredeterminedbyanumberoffactors,especially,theculturalvaluesofthatsociety.
Thispresupposesthatperceptionsongenderarenotimmutable;theyvaryfromonesocietytoanother,andchangefromtimetotime.Forbetterclarificationoftheconceptofgender,thedistinctionbetweensexandgenderprovidedbyAina(2021:6)isveryinstructiveandhighlyilluminating:Sexattributesareuniversalandareoftennotadaptabletochange,whereasgenderattributesareculturallyspecific,andaresubjectedtochangeacrossculturesandhistoricalepochs.
Eachculturalsystemcreatesasetofbeliefsandpracticesformenandforwomenthatdefinetherelationshipbetweenthem.Thus,thedefinitionofgenderinsiststhatthesituationofmenandwomenmustbeanalyzedinrelationshiptoeachother,andnotinisolation.Although,feministthoughtvary,feminismandfeministmovementsandideascutacrossnationalboundariesandcultureswithcommonagitationforthesocialreconstructionofthesocietythatmadewomenpermanentlysubservienttomendominationsocio-culturally,politicallyandeconomically.Tothisend,feminists,theworldover,rejectgenderinequalityand“opposediscriminationpoliciesagainstwomeninbothpublicandprivatespheres;theyseekforequalityofwomeninallramification-political,economic,educationallyandopportunitywise”(UdokangandAwofeso,2012:159).
PoliticalParticipationandGenderRepresentationinNigeria:HistoricalExploration
	Maclosky(2023)definespoliticalparticipationasvoluntaryactivitiessharedbymembersofsocietyintheselectionoftheirrulersanddirectlyorindirectlyinvolveintheformationofpublicpolicies”.Inasimilartone,Weineralsoconceivesofpoliticalparticipationinthefollowingwords:
Isvoluntaryactivitiessharedbymembersofasocietyintheselectionoftheirrulersdirectlyorindirectlyinvolvethemselvesintheformationofpublicpolicies.
	Fromtheabovedefinitionofpoliticalparticipation,itappearsthatthoseactions(e.g.votingatelections,campaigning,contestingatelection)mostvoluntarilyorwillinglycomefromtheindividualsbeforetheycanbedescribedasactivepoliticalparticipants.Otherwise,anyattemptaimedatcoercingpeopletogetinvolvedintheseactivitiesisacontradictionoftheabovedefinitions.Itisobviousfromtheabovedefinitionthatawiderandofactivitieswouldqualifyaspoliticalparticipation.LesterMilbrath(2005)classifiestheseactivitiesintothree,namely:Politicalactivitiessuchasholdingpublicorpartyoffices,canvassingforpartyfunds,contestingatelection,etc.areclassifiedundergladiatorialactivities.Transitionalactivitiesalsoincludeactivitiessuchasattendingpoliticalmeetingsorpoliticalrally,makingmonetarycontributiontopoliticalparties,etc.Spectatoractivitiesontheotherhandincludepoliticalactivitiessuchaswearingofpartybadges,caps,uniformsandemblems,runningerrandsforpoliticalleaders,votingatelection,etc.UsingMilbrath’sclassificationofpoliticalparticipationandpoliticalrepresentationatthehighestcategoryofpoliticalparticipation–thegladiatorialactivities,hadalwaysfavoredthemalegenderrepresentationinpublicoffices,especially,atthehighestdecisionmakinglevelsuchastheofficesofthepresident,stategovernorandlocalgovernmentchairperson,revealthatfemalerepresentationwasalmostatzerofrequency.Exceptinfewinstanceswherewomenwereelectedaslocalgovernmentchairpersons,nowomenhaseverinthehistoryofNigerianelections,beenelectedaschiefexecutivebothatthenationalandstatelevels.Similarly,asummaryofgenderrepresentationintheNationalAssemblyduringthe1999,2003,2007,2011,2015,2019and2023elections,puttogether,showsthatwomenwereridiculouslyunder-representedby15%ineachofthetwoHousesofAssembly.Besides,nowomenhadeverascendedtheofficeoftheSenatePresident,whiletheonlyfemale,PatriciaEtteh,whoaselectedasSpeakeroftheHouseofRepresentativesin2007,wasimpeachedbyamaledominatedHousebeforetheendofhertenure.
	Ontheotherhand,availablestatisticsalsoconfirmsthatfemalegenderinNigeria,inmostinstances,andforseveralreasons,participateinpoliticsattheleastlevelofMilbrath’sclassificationofpoliticalactivitiesthespectatoractivities.Here,womenaremostlyengagedinralliesandcampaignactiviieswheretheuniforms,capsandbadgesofrespectivepoliticalpartiesarefreelydisplayedonthem.Morethannot,thefemalegenderareeasilymobilizedfortheelectionvictoryofmalecandidateswhoaremorefinanciallybuoyantthantheirfemalecounterparts.Inthisregard,OkoronkwoChukwu(2023:40)inastudyonthe2011generalelectionsinNigeriareferstowomen“asactiveparticipantsinthesuccessoftheirmalecounterpartsduringelections”.Womenarealsoknowntohaveregisteredasvotersmorethaninsuccessvoters’registrationexercise,whilestatisticsequallysupportthewomenturnoutinsuccessiveelectionsinNigeriaareusuallygreaterthanthatofmen.Yet,allthesecouldnottranslatewomenrepresentationinelectivepositionsintoanappreciablelevelinNigeria.
	Milbrath’smiddlelevelclassificationofpoliticalparticipationintotransitionalactivitieswhichattendingpoliticalmeetings,attendingpoliticalrallies,makingmonetarycontributiontocandidatesandpoliticalparties,etc.areequallymaledominatedactivities,whichhadenhancedmalegenderoverallpoliticalparticipationandconsequentdominationofpoliticalaffairs.TheprevalenceofGodfatherismbypoliticiansarecommonpracticesthatonlythemalegenderinNigeriacaneasilycomplywiththeirdemandsandterms,asagainstthefemalegenderwhoarenaturallyexposedtocriticismiftheycomplywiththoseterms.
	Okoronkwo-Chukwu's(2023)observation,inthisregard,clearlyexplainsthedilemmaofNigerianfemalepoliticians.Itisverydifficultforamarriedwomantoparticipateinpoliticswithoutpeoplecastingaspersiononherpersonaspromiscuous.Ahusband'sconsentmustbeobtainedandhisrelativesconsultedbeforeawomanentersintopolitics.Anunmarriedwomanventuringintopoliticsissimplyinvitingpublicscrutinytoherprivateandpersonallife.Politicalopponentswillaccuseofsleepingwithallthepartystalwartstowin.Inaddition,thenocturnalhourspoliticianskeepinstrategizingandnappingoutcampaignsdeterwomenfromeffectivelyfollowingtheelectioneeringprocess.Mosttimesmeetingsarecalledforinunholyhourswhentheexpectedtotakecareoftheirchildrenandhomes.Theonesthatbraveittothevenuesarebooedandtauntedbyopponentsasshamelesswomen.MajorityofthepeopleinNigeriabelievethatnodecentwomancanplaypoliticswithoutcompromisingtheirvirtue;allthewomenthatgointoitareseenaswomenofeasyvirtueevenwhentheyaremarried.Womenthemselvesseethenamecallingandoddhoursfixedformeetingsasschemeshatchedbythementoremovethemfromthehappeningsinthepoliticalcircle.Thisattitudeofthesocietycreatesasenseofapathyinthewomenandexplainsthereasonwhytheyaremorecomfortableasvoters,mobilizers,praisesingersandsupportstomalecandidates.
GenderInequalityandWomenUnderrepresentationinNigerian:ACulturalExplanation
	WehaveclearlydemonstratedabovewithconviencivedatathepoorstateofwomenpoliticalrepresentationinhistoricalNigeriainbothelectiveandappointivepositions.Onaglobalstage,thepercentagecomparisonofNigeriawomenrepresentationinnationalparliamentwas6.4%asagainstsub-SaharaAricaandworldaveragewhichwere20.2%and18.7%respectivelyin2011.Interestingly,theBritishcouncilreportongenderpartyin2012showsthatNigeriaoccupied118positionsoutof192countries.ThiswasequallycorroboratedbytheUnitedNationsDevelopmentProgramme(UNDP)whichconcludesthat"womenparticipationinpoliticsanddecisionmaking(inNigeria)isstillinadequate"(Ayabam,2013;Asajuandadagba,2013).
	DespitetheUnitedNationsdeclarationof1975-1985astheUnitedNations'DecadeforwomenandsubsequentconferencesorganizedbytheUnitedNationsin1992(theRioConferenceonEnvironmentandDevelopment);1993(theViennaHumanRightConference);1995(theCopenhagenSummitonSocialDevelopment);and1995(theBeigingWorldConference),allofwhichNigeriaeffectivelyparticipatedandsignedtheirlegalinstruments,womenparticipationandrepresentationinpoliticscontinuedtofallbelowexpectation.ItisinstructivetonotethatsuccessivegovernmentscontinuedtoignoretheBenching35%affirmationactionforwomenparticipation.
	Severalfactors,includingfunding,women'sperceptionofpoliticsinNigeria,politicalviolenceduringelection,lackofself-confidenceonthepartofwomen,women'smarginalizationinpartyleadership,illiteracyandloweducationalstatusofwomenaswellasculturalandreligiousdiscriminationhavebeenidentifiedbyscholarsasinhibitingfactorstowomen'spoliticalrepresentation(Ayabam,2023).
	TheculturalfactorsappeartobemoredammingandhighlyentrenchedinNigeriapoliticsthanotherfactors.Thisfactorroundlyconcludesthatawomen'splaceisinthehomewheresheisexpectedtocareforherhusbandandchildrenandnottoberubbingshoulderswiththemalegenderinpolitics.Thisassumptionrestsonthesocial-biologicaltheorysuggestedbyRitzer(2014)whichidentifiesthebiologicaldissimilaritiesbetweenmenandwomenasbeingresponsibleforsexualdivisionoflabourinallsocieties.Proponentsofthisschoolofthought"believedthatwomenwerenaturallyandbiologicallyinferiortomen".Hence,women"asaresultoftheirinferiority,did'menial'dutiesofcooking,housekeepinganddomesticcoining,whilemenfoughtwar,wenthuntingandperformedthehardtasks"(Izugbara,2019)."Itisthisprogrammethatassignsmentothehand'lifeofpoliticsandleadership,governanceandheadshipandwomento'soft'lifeofmother,hometendersandhousekeepers.
WomenParticipationinNigeriaPolitics:AnalyticalPerspective
	Evenwiththeaffirmativeactionof35%representationofwomeninpoliticalandnonelectivepositionsinNigeria,thenumberofwomeninthelegislativehousesisnotencouragingasaresultofthepatriarchaldominanceofthemeninNigeria.
	IntheelectivepositioninNigeriasince1999,itisevidentthatwomenhavenotreached70%representation.From1999tilldate,nowomenhasbeenvicepresidentofNigerianandnottalkaboutpresident.In2011,onlyonewomencontestedforthepostofpresidentinNigeriaundertheplatformofthePeoplesDemocraticPartyandshedidnotsurvivetheprimaryelection.Howcouldshesurvivetheprimarieswhenshegotonlyonevotedespitethelargenumberofwomenthatattendedtheprimaryelectionbutrefusedtovoteforherevenonsympathybases.In2015,5womenoutof14personscontestedthevicepresidentialpositionwhile14mencontestedthepostofpresident.
	Aiyede(2006)hadnotedthatthenumberofwomeninpoliticalofficeshasimprovedovertheyears,andisstilllikelytoincreaseinfuturebut,thefactremainsthatthedegreeofimprovementremainsmarginal.Thisisexactlywhathappenedinthe2007generalelections.Though,therewasalittleimprovement,notmuchachievedinredressingtheimbalance.Thetablesbelowdepictthis.

Table1:DistributionofFemaleElectedbetween1999-2015inNigeria
	S/N
	Position
	No.AvailableSeats
	Noofwomenin1999
	No.ofWomenin2003
	No.ofwomenin2007
	No.ofwomenin2001
	No.ofwomenin2005

	1
	Presidency
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	2
	Senate
	109
	3
(2.8%)
	4
(3.7%)
	9
(8.3%)
	7
(6.4%)
	7
(6.4%)

	3
	HouseofRepresentative
	360
	12
(3.3%)
	21
(5.8%)
	26
(7.2%)
	25
(6.9%)
	19
(5.2%)

	4
	Governorship
	36
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	5
	36StateshouseofAssemble
	990
	24
(2.4%)
	40
(3.9%)
	57
(5.8%)
	68
(6.9%)
	54
(4.6%)

	
	TOTAL
	1532
	28
	67
	94
	99
	80


Source:AuthorsWork2025.
Table1:FemaleMembersofNigeriaRepresentativebetween1999-2023
MajorChallengesupsettingWomenParticipationinNigeriaPolitics
	ThepoorParticipationofwomeninpoliticsandgovernancehasbeenamajorconcernatthegloballevel.InNigeria,thenumberofwomenparticipatinginpoliticsisnotproportionatetothe50%ofthenation'spopulationwhichtheyrepresent,andhasnottranslatedintoequalrepresentationinpoliticalleadershippositions.Risingglobalfocusonissuesofgenderequality,aidedbycallssuchasthatofgoalthreeoftheMillenniumDevelopmentGoals,isbridgingthegapcreatedbylong-termdiscriminationsagainstwomen,andhelpingtomakewomenmorevisibleinpolitics.Inthiscontext,Nigeriahasrecognizedwomeninthepoliticalsphere,andconcludedtheminbothappointiveandelectivepositions.
	thechallengesfacingwomenareenormous,however,researcheshaveshownthattheunderlistedarelikelyresponsibleforthehugemarginalizationofNigerianwomeninpolitics.
1. Patriarchy:Itreferstoasocietyruledanddominatedbymenoverwomen,whichinturnhasgivenrisetowomenbeinglookeddownuponasmerehouseholdwivesandnon-partisansindecisionmakingprocessinhouseholdsnottotalkofcomingouttovieforpoliticalpositions.
2. Stigmatization:followingthewaypoliticsinNigeriaisbeingplayed,itisperceivedthatitisforindividualsthathavenorregardsforhumanrightandarequickatcompromisingtheirvirtueforindecentgains.Therefore,womenaspirantwhoventuredintopoliticsarelookeddownuponasshamelessandpromiscuous.
3. Lowlevelofeducation:Thelowparticipationofwomenineducationisalsopartoftheshortcomings.TheNationalAdultLiteracySurvey,2010publishedbyNationalBureauofStatisticsrevealedthattheadult.
4. Financing:CompetingforpoliticalpositionsinNigerianrequireshugefinancialbackup.MostNigerianwomenwhoseekthesepositionscouldnotaffordmeetingthefinancialobligationstherein,despitethewaversgivingtowomenaspirantsbysomeofthepoliticalparties.Andso,theycoulddolittleornothingtooutweightheirmalecounterparts.
5. PoliticalViolence:Nigerianelectionshavealwaysbeencharacterizedbyoneformofviolenceoranothersincethereturnofdemocracy.Femaleaspirantsofvariouspoliticalpartiescannotwithstandpoliticalviolence;therefore,womenparticipationinpoliticsisdrasticallyreduced.
6. ReligiousandCulturalbarriers:BothChristianityandIslamdonotaccordwomenmuchroleinpubliclife,andsomeisobtainableinmostculturalvalues,wherewomenareseenculturallyasquitesubmissiveandimageofvirtue.However,theyarenotbeseeninpublicdomain.Andsoitisachallengetowomenparticipationinpolitics,moreso,womenfoundinthecorridorofpoliticsarenotoftenreligiousinpractice.
7. PoliticalGodfatherism:isoneoftheconceptsthatopennarrowdoorswhenitcomestodecidingwhogetswhatinthepoliticalscene.However,ithaseffectonwomenparticipationinNigeriapolitics.LiterarilybecauseGodfathersareseeninNigeriantobemenwhohavethepowerpersonallytodeterminebothwhogetsnominatedtocontestelectionsandwhowinsanelection.Godfathersarepeopleofquestionablewealthandinfluencewhorobbedpoliticalpartiesoftheirconventionalandlegitimatefunctionsofpresentingclearandcoherentprogrammesonthebasisofwhichthecandidatespresentedbythemarechosenbythevoters.
DemocracyandWomenPoliticalParticipationinPoliticsinNigeria.
	Democracyisaboutasystemofgovernment,itisabouttheestablishmentofcertaininstitutionalandproceduralcharacteristicsdesignedtofacilitatemassparticipationindecision-makingprocessandtoguaranteeaccountabilityandbasicmaterialneedsofthepeople.Generally,democracyinvolvestheopportunitytoparticipateindecision-markinginthepoliticalprocess.Itextolstheconsentofthegovernedanditprotectshumanpersonalityandvalues.Democracyincludesfundamentalrecognitionofpopularsovereignty,equalopportunityforall,majorityrule,representativeness,minorityrights,rightofchoicebetweenalternativeprogrammes,popularconsultation,consensusonfundamentalissuesandperiodicelection.Theconceptofdemocracyconferstheopportunitytoparticipateindecisiononalladultcitizens.Thecitizenryenjoyswidespreadparticipationinthepoliticalprocess.Democracyisaformofgovernmentorganizedinaccordancewiththeprinciplesofpopularsovereignty,politicalequalityconsultation,andmajorityrule.Theprincipleofpopularsovereigntyrequirethatbasicgovernmentaldecisionmakingpowerbevestedinallmembersofthecommunityandnotinanyparticularpersonortherulingclass.
	Theprincipleofpoliticalequalitymeansopportunitiesforallmembersofthecommunity,notactualequalparticipation.Aslongaseachmembershasagenuinelyequalopportunitytoparticipatetothedegreethathe/shewishesandcanmanage,therequirementsofpoliticalequalityaresatisfied.
	Theprincipleofpopularconsultationinvolvestworequirements.First,ademocraticnationmusthavesomekindofinstitutionalmachinerythroughwhichpublicofficialshearwhatpublicpoliciesthepeoplewishadoptedandenforced.Second,havingascertainedthepoliciespreferredbythepeople,publicofficialsmustthenputthemintoeffectwhetherornottheybelievethemtobewise.Theprincipleofmajorityruleinademocracyrequiresthatnogovernmentdecisionbemadeagainsttheultimatedesiresofpopularmajorities.Whenthepeopledisagreeonaparticularissue,thegovernmentshouldactontheissueasthelargeratherthanthesmallernumberdesire(ibid).
	Nationsstates'questtodeveloprapidlyhadentailedamaximumUtilizationoftheirhumanresources.Humanresourceisafactorofproductionanddoublesasthe'user'oftheotherresources-materialandcapitalintheproductionprocess.Allovertheworld,thehumanelementconstituteshumancapital,whichismadeupofbothmaleandfemale.Inaddition,thequestfordevelopmenthas,inmostcases,premisedonthepracticesoftheidealsofdemocracyandrepresentativegovernment.Thisispremisedonthebeliefthat:
Themereparticipationofwomeninthepoliticallifeofacountryisanimportantstepinitsdemocraticlife.Itoffersequalopportunitypracticallyandnotonlytheoretically.Itleadstoanewperspectiveanddiversityofcontributionstopolicy-makingandtoprioritiesofdevelopment,anditgivesthefemalepopulationaroleindecidingthefutureoftheircountryandtherightsandopportunitiesfortheirgender(Sachet2015).
	Inthesamevein,HillaryRodhamClinton(2017)emphasizedthat:Therecannotbetruedemocracyunlesswomen'svoicesareheard.Therecannotbetruedemocracyunlesswomenaregiventheopportunitytotakeresponsibilityfortheirownlives;therecannotbetruedemocracyunlessallcitizensareabletoparticipatefullyintheissuesoftheircountry.
	AccordingtoaformerPresidentoftheFederalRepublicofNigeria,latePresidentMuhammaduBuhari,Democracyrequiresthatmenandwomenhaveunrestrictedaccesstospacesofpowerwheretheycanrealizetheirpoliticalvalueandwheretheirindividualsdemandpreferencescanbemanifestedandsatisfied.Theabsenceofwomeninpoliticaldebatesanddecisionmakingprocessdistortstheappreciationofwomen'sinterest.Women'sinterestsarenotclearlyarticulatedbecausemalerepresentativesandtheirinterestgroupsdonotpossesadequateandappropriateknowledge,interestorboth.Developmentindicesshowthattheinvolvementofwomeningovernancepromotesdevelopmentsbecausewomenformthebedrockofthesociety(Obasanjo,2023:87).
	Thus,atthelevelofpolicymakingandimplementationinNigeria,democracyhasnotfullyimpactedtheprocessasmostpoliciesaremasculinebothintheirmakingandimplementation.
SummaryofLiteratureReview
	TheNigeriagovernmenthasformulatedspecificpoliciestoresolveproblemsfacingwomeningainingentryintotheNigeriapublicadministration.However,alotisstillrequiredtowardstheirunrestrictedandactiveparticipation.Sinceone'sinterestisbestprotectedwhenpresentandinvolved,itissuggestedthatthescopeforpolicymakingbeenlargedandwomen'sinclusionandinvolvementbemadeastatepolicytowardsacceleratingactivepoliticalparticipationofwomeninNigeria.


CHAPTERTHREE
RESEARCHMETHODOLOGY
ResearchDesign
	Inthecourseofcarryingoutthisresearchworkprimaryandsecondarysourcesofdataareused.Secondarydataincludestheuseofjournals,textbooks,printsmediaetc.
	Thebasicmethodologywassurveyresearchmethod,wherebysecondarydatawasadministeredonsomeselectedNigerianslikethePoliticalofficeholdersandtheelectorateinIlorinmunicipalofKwaraState.
	ThisstudywasdesignedtoinvestigatethelinkbetweenthepoliticalparticipationongenderinequalitytothepresentdemocraticruleinNigeriaaswealsoexaminesomeoffactorsandnegativeeffectofthegenderinequalityondemocraticprocessinNigeriatoday.
Population
	SincethestudydealswithahistoricalreviewofpoliticalparticipationongenderinequalityinNigeriaFourthRepublic,thepopulationofthestudycomprisesallelectedpoliticalstakeholdersandelectorates.


SampleSize
	Forthepurposeofthisstudy,thepopulationofKwaraStatesurveypopulationbutduetothetimefactorandfinanciallapsesIlorinmunicipalisfocused,takenasthesimplesizeforthestudy.
	Thesamplesizeofthisresearchwouldbe50personnel.ThesetofNigeriansselectedfortheinterviewadministrationarefromIlorinpoliticalparticipation.ThesampleisarepresentativeofallNigerians.
SamplingTechnique
	Inmostcases,theresearchermaynotbeabletoreachallconceivablemembersofthepopulationgoingbythenameandpatternofdistributionoftheelementsofpopulation.
	Hence,theresearcherinthisveinselectsasamplefromthesurveypopulationtoenablehisstudymorefeasible.Forthepurposeofthisresearch,simplepercentageisused.Forthistechnique,Nigeriansaregivenequalchanceoropportunityofbeingselected.
ResearchInstrument
	TheinstrumentadoptedinquestionnairetitledpoliticalparticipationandgenderinequalityinNigeriafourthrepublic.Questionnairecontaintwosectioni.e.AandB.sectionAconsistofrespondentpersonaldatasuchassex,agerange,educationalqualificationsandmaritalstatus.
	SectionBconsistsofquestionsitemssystematicallystructuredtomeasurethepoliticalparticipationandgenderinequalityonNigeriafourthrepublicusingKwaraStategovernmentascasestudy.TherespondentsaretotickStronglyAgree,Agree,orDisagreeandStronglyDisagree.
ValidityofInstrument
	AccordingtoAdewumi(2008)ameasuringinstrumentisvalidwhenitmeasurestrulyandaccuratelywhatitissupposedtomeasure.
	Ali(2023)opinedthatvalidityreferstothedegreetowhichtestmeasurewhatpurporttomeasures.Afterthepreparationoftheinstrument,theresearchergaveittoexpertsandfinallysubmittedtosupervisor.Theinstrumentwassubjectedtothoroughexaminationbeforeitwasused.
ReliabilityoftheInstrument
	Osuala(2019)affirmedthatameasuringinstrumentissaidtobereliableifitmeasuresconsistentlyundervaryconditionandatdifferenttimeaperson'sperformanceortrait.Aperson'sperformanceortraitshouldbethesameorsimilarifthemeasuringistakenatdifferenttimes.
	Reliabilityisthedegreetowhichaninstrumentyieldsconsistentscoreswhenitisadministeredseveraltimes.
AdministrationoftheInstrument
	Theadministrationofthequestionnairewasdonebytheresearcherthroughpersonalcontactwiththerespondents.Theresearcherwenttoadministertheinstrument.Theinstrumentwasimmediatelycollectedforanalysis.
DataAnalysis
	Theresearchworkisbasedontheuseofdescriptivestatisticalmethodinanalyzingthedatacollected.Thetoolsofanalysisemployedarechi-squarepercentage,tables.Summarytablewasusedintheanalysistoallowagreatdealofquantitativeinformationtobepresentedinasimpleway.


CHAPTERFOUR
RESULTANDDISCUSSION
Results
	Thischapterfocusesonthedatagatheredandinterpretationoftheresults.Theresearchermadeuseofsimplepercentagemethodintheanalysisofdata.
ResearchQuestionOne:IstheregenderinequalityinNigeriapoliticalParticipation?
Table1:ShowingtheanalysisoftherespondentsresponsesintheStatement1,2and3.
	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	SA
	%
	A
	%
	D
	%
	SD
	%

	1
	ThereisgenderimbalanceinNigeriaPoliticalparticipation
	25
	50
	15
	30
	4
	8
	6
	12

	2
	FemalearediscriminatedintheparticipationofNigeriapolitics
	28
	56
	17
	34
	3
	6
	2
	4

	3
	TraditionalbeliefofNigeriahindersthefemaleparticipationinholdingpoliticalinNigeria
	35
	70
	12
	24
	2
	4
	1
	2


SourceFieldSurvey,2025.
	
	Fromtheanalysisinthetableoneabove,mostoftherespondentwith50%stronglyagreedthatthereisgenderimbalanceinNigeriapoliticalsystemwhile30%agreedtothisstatementbut8%ofthemdisagreedtothestatementand12%stronglydisagreedtothestatementrespectively.
	Meanwhile,femalearediscriminatedinthepoliticalarenainNigeriawiththeviewof56%oftherespondentstronglyagreedtothestatementwhile34%ofthemagreedbut6%and4%ofthemdisagreedtothemotion.ThelastiteminthistableshowsthatNigeriantraditionalbeliefhindersthefemaleparticipationinholdingkeypostinpoliticalofficeinNigeria.Inviewofthis,70%oftherespondentstronglyagreedwhile24%ofthemagreedbut6%oftheremainingrespondentdisagreedoftheassertionrespectively.
ResearchQuestionTwo:Whatarethefactorscontributingtothegenderinequalityinpoliticalparticipation?


TableTwo:showingtheanalysisoftherespondents'responsesinthestatement4,5and6.
	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	SA
	%
	A
	%
	D
	%
	SD
	%

	4
	CustomarybeliefcontributetothegenderinequalityinpoliticalparticipationinNigeria
	23
	46
	17
	34
	4
	8
	6
	12

	5
	InadequateknowledgeamongfemalehinderedtheirpoliticalparticipationinNigeriapolitics
	17
	34
	29
	34
	3
	6
	2
	4

	6
	Inadequatepoliticalorientationandpoliticaleducationandpoliticaleducationcontributetothegenderinequalityinpoliticalparticipation
	35
	70
	12
	24
	2
	4
	1
	2


Source:FieldSurvey,2025.

	Thetablerevealsthat,therearelotsoffactorsthatcontributetogenderinequalityinpoliticalparticipationinNigeria.Fromthispoint,46%oftherespondentstronglybeliefthatcustomarybeliefcontributetothegenderinequalityinpoliticalparticipationinNigeriawhile34%ofthemagreedtothismotionbut8%oftherespondentdisagreedtothestatementand12%oftheremainingrespondentstronglydisputedthestatement.
	Asidefromthecustomarybelief,lackofadequateknowledgeandpoliticaleducationbyfemalehinderstheirpoliticalparticipationinpolitics.Byvirtueofthis,34%oftherespondentsstronglyagreedtotheassertionwhile58%oftherespondentagreedwiththestatementbuttheminorityoftherespondentdoagainstthemotionwith2%oftherespondent.
	Inaddition,lackoforientationandpoliticaleducationbytheelectorateandpoliticalpartiestothemassesinordertoeradicatetheimpressionofgenderdiscriminationinthepoliticalparticipationinNigeriacontributetremendouslytogenderinequalityinpoliticalparticipationinNigeria.Inviewofthis,76%therespondentstronglyagreedthestatementwhile20%oftherespondentagreedtothepostulationbut2%oftheremainingrespondentsdisagreedtothemotion.
ResearchQuestionthree:DoesgenderinequalityhasanyeffectonNigeriapoliticalparticipationtowardpoliticaldevelopmentinNigeria?
Table3:showingtheanalysisoftherespondents'responsesinthestate7,8and9.




	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	SA
	%
	A
	%
	D
	%
	SD
	%

	7
	EducationImbalanceamonggendercontributetothegenderinequalityinPoliticalparticipationinNigeria
	25
	50
	15
	30
	4
	8
	6
	12

	8
	GenderinequalityaffectthepoliticaldevelopmentinNigeria
	28
	56
	17
	34
	3
	6
	2
	4

	9
	Genderdiscriminationhindersthesocio-economicDevelopmentinNigeria
	35
	70
	12
	24
	2
	4
	1
	2

	10
	InconsistenceoffemaleinpoliticsdiminishtheNigeriasocio-politicaldevelopmentininternationalarena/politics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Source:FieldSurvey2025.
	Fromthelasttable,thefindingsrevealthateducationimbalancebytheparenttotheirwardscontributetothegenderinequalityandpoliticalparticipationinNigeria.Fromthisassertion,50%oftherespondentsstronglyagreedthateducationimbalanceamongcontributetothegenderinequalityparticipationinNigeriawhile28%agreedbut10%oftherespondentsdisagreedtothestatementand12%iftheremainingrespondentstronglydisagreedtothestatements.
	Meanwhile,genderinequalityaffectsthepoliticaldevelopmentinNigeriaandpoliticaldevelopmentaroundtheglobe(internationalarena).Supportedbythe56%oftherespondentstronglyagreedwhile34%oftherespondentagreedtothestatementbut6%oftherespondentdisagreedtothestatementand4%ofthemstronglydisagreedtothemotion.
	TheissueofgenderdiscriminationinthepoliticalarenainNigeriahindersthesocio-economicdevelopmentinNigeria.Insupportofthis,70%oftherespondentsstronglyagreedthatgenderdiscriminationaffectthesocio-politicaldevelopmentinNigeriawhile24%ofthemagreedbut6%oftherespondentdisagreedtothestatement.
	Inconclusion,inconsistenceoffemaleinpoliticalrightfromtheonsetinfluencethegenderinequalityinNigeriapoliticalparticipationwhichdiminishtheNigeriasocio-politicaldevelopmentininternationalarenabyvirtueofthis,78%oftherespondentstronglyagreedwhile20%ofthemagreedbutonlyfewofthemwith2%oftherespondentdisagreedtothemotion.
DiscussionoftheResult
	Themarginalincreaseofwomensince1999asshowninthetableandgraphabovedepictinsignificantlyandwithattendantimplicationsforgovernance.Martin(2015)rightlyobservesthatifthewomenovercomethemanybarriersofaveryun-levelplayingfieldandsucceedinbeingelected,theyfacethenewchallengesoflifeinawellestablished"gentlemen's"clubthatshutsthedooronequalparticipationinparliamentandit'sdecisionmaking.Theargumentisthatfewwomeninpoliticaldecision-makingauthoritywillnotbeabletoinfluencepolicyespeciallythosethathavegenderimplication.Thefewwomeninmostcasesareunwillingtochallengepatriarchalstructureofauthorityanddomination.Tilldatemendominatepublicoffices.
	Thegeneralelectionsheldinthecountryin1999,2003,2007,2011,2015,2019and2023sawonlyfewwomenelectedintovarious.Severalwomencontestedboththegubernatorialandpresidentialelectionsbutnonehaseverwon.In1999,outof1990contestableseatsinthe36housesofAssembly,menoccupied88.6%leavingonly24seatsforwomen,apercentageof2.4%.Animprovementcamein2003withwomenhaving40seatsoutof990seatsrepresenting3.9%.
	Inyear2007,womenoccupied57seatsoutofatotalof990withapercentageof5.8%.IntheHouseofRepresentatives,in1999,outoftotal360seats,womenwon12representing3.3%.In2003,menoccupied318outof339leavingwomenwithonly21seats,apercentageof5.8%.Thenumberincreasedin2007aswomenoccupiedatotalof25seats,apercentageof6.9%.In2011and2015,thereweresignificantdropinthenumberofsuccessfulcandidatesintotheHouseofRepresentatives.Outof360availableseats,womenwononly19(5.2%)andin2015,womenhad19seatsat5.2%.Senatein1999,womenoccupiedincreasedto4(3.7%)asmenoccupied105seatsoutof109seats.In2007womenoccupied9seatsoutof109seats,apercentageof8.3%.Intheyear2011,outofthe109senatorswhoemergedwinnersatthepolls,only7(6.4%)werewomenandin2015womenstandsatconstantrateof7(6.4%).
	Thesefiguresfor2003-2007areindicationsofgradualimprovementbutapoorrepresentationofabout75millionswomeninthecountry.moreworrisomeinthedropinthenumberofsuccessfulfemalecandidatesin2015and2019,and2023elections.


CHAPTERFIVE
SUMMARY,CONCLUSIONANDRECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
	Politicsisnotamysterytoocomplexforthehumanmindtounderstand.Theviewthatpoliticsistoodirtygameforwomentoparticipate,itshouldbedebunkedwithitsproponents.Politicsshouldn'tbetaggeddirtywhiletheotheraspectofnationallife,theeconomy,sports,lawetcareconsideredcleanenoughforwomentoparticipatein.
	BeforetheadventofGovernorAbdulrahmanAbdudlrazaqofKwara,despiteglobalcampaignforgenderequality,women'spoliticalrepresentationhasfailedtoachievethe30%womenrepresentationinKwaraState,differentfactors(asexaminedinthework)havecreatedaculturethatalienateswomenfromthemainstreamofKwarapolitics.ItisthereforeexpedientthatanycorrectivemeasureadoptedtoaddressthelowparticipationofwomeninKwarapoliticswillonlybesuperficialunlessthenation'ssocio-economic,cultural,politicalfactorsthatlimitwomenempowermentarecriticallyaddressed.
	Meanwhile,thepresentadministrationundertheleadershipofGovernorAbddulrahmanAbdulrasaqhasgonedowninhistoryasthefirstgovernorinNigeriatohaveappointed56.25%womenintopoliticaloffices(cabinet).Theresearchrevealedthatfrom2000to2019theaveragevalueforNigeriaduringthatperiodwas5.63%withminimumof3.38%in2019andmaximumof6.98in2007.Thelatestvaluefrom2019to2023is33.38%.
Conclusion
	TheNigeriagovernmenthasformulatedspecificpoliciestoresolveproblemsfacingwomeningainingentryintotheNigerianpublicadministration.However,alotisstillrequiredtowardstheirunrestrictedandactiveparticipation.Sinceone'sinterestisbestprotectedwhenpresentandinvolved,itissuggestedthatthescopeforpolicymakingbeenlargedandwomen'sinclusionandinvolvementbemadeastatepolicytowardsacceleratingactivepoliticalparticipationofwomeninNigeria.
	Theincreasingglobalcampaignsbywomen'smovementsforgenderequalityhaveraisedpopularconsciousnessandintenseacademicdiscourseonthepoorparticipationofwomeninpoliticsacrosstheglobe.


Recommendation
	Thereshouldbeareformationofcustomaryandreligiousinstitutionsofthestatesoastoavoiddiscriminationagainstwomen'sinvolvementinpubliclife.Thepatriarchalstructurethatreinforcepowerimbalancebetweenwomenandmenshouldbedismantled.
	Governmentshouldpartnerwithwomen'smovementsandcivilsocietytoembarkonaggressiveawarenessandenlightenmentcampaigntowardschangingsocietalperceptionthatwomenareinferiortomen.
	Educationofwomenisusefultodestroyinferioritycomplexandtogiveaspiringwomencourageandconfidencetocompetewithmen.Inaddition,thecreationofapoliticalenvironmentsupportiveofandconduciveforwomen'sparticipationisaresponsibilityofthegovernment.Therefore,governmentmustcurbthecultureofelectoralviolenceandtheuseofpoliticalthugsandgangsterstosuppressandwitchhuntpoliticalopponentsinthecountry.ElectionTaskForceshouldbeestablishedbythegovernmentwithmembershipdrawnfromtheNigeriaPoliceandotherlawofenforcementAgencies.
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APPENDIX
QUESTIONNAIRE
KWARASTATECOLLEGEOFEDUCATION,ILORIN
DEPARTMENTOFPOLITICALSCIENCE,SCHOOLOFARTSANDSOCILASCIENCES.
QUESTIONNAIR:POLITICLAPARTICIPATIONANDGENDERINEQUALITYINNIGERIAFIFTHREPUBLIC.ACASEOFSTUDYOFKWARASTATEGOVERNMENT
DearRespondents
	Wewilllikeyoutoassistinfillingthefollowingquestionnaireasregardtheabovetopic.Thetopicabove,beingaresearchtopicundertakenasaprojectworkforusofthepartialrequirementforthefulfillmentofourNigeriaCertificateinEducationprogrammeattheaboveinstitution.
	Weshallbeveryhappyasyouassistusinfillingthesequestionnaires.Notethatyourresponsewillbetreatedconfidentiallyandforresearchpurposeonly.Thanks.
								YoursFaithfully

					SECTIONA
PERSONALINFORMATION
	Direction:Kindlytick()inthespaceprovided,theoptionmostappropriatetoyou.
i.NameofLocalGovernment:.......................................................................
ii.Gender:Male(),Female()
iii.TypesofParastatals:Ministry(),LocalGovernment().
iv.Religion:Christianity(),Islam(),Others().
v.Tribe:Hausa(),Yoruba(),Igbo(),Others()



SECTIONB
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	ThereisgenderimbalanceinNigeriapoliticalparticipation
	
	
	
	

	2
	FemalearediscriminatedintheparticipationofNigeriapolitics
	
	
	
	

	3
	TraditionalbeliefofNigeriahindersthefemaleparticipationinholdingpoliticalofficeinNigeria
	
	
	
	

	4
	CustomarybeliefcontributetothegenderinequalityinpoliticalparticipationinNigeria
	
	
	
	

	5
	InadequateknowledgeamongfemalehinderedtheirpoliticalparticipationinNigeriapolitics
	
	
	
	

	6
	Inadequateofpoliticalorientationandpoliticaleducationcontributetothegenderinequalityinpoliticalparticipation
	
	
	
	

	7
	EducationimbalanceamongcontributetothegenderinequalityinpoliticalparticipationinNigeria
	
	
	
	

	8
	GenderinequalityaffectthepoliticaldevelopmentinNigeria
	
	
	
	

	9
	Genderdiscriminationhindersthesocio-economicdevelopmentinNigeria
	
	
	
	

	10
	InconsistenceoffemaleinpoliticsdiminishtheNigeriasocio-politicaldevelopmentininternationalarena/politics
	
	
	
	


	

