CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the study
Nigeria is a nation by the British colonial government. English language emerged in the 15th century AD from Indo-European group of languages.  Indo-European is a term used to refer to those linguistic forms from which almost the languages of European and person emerged. Most nations of the world want a taste of the language to feed its citizens need some level of competence in it thus, English language has become a common language of many nations in the world. Through it, different people from different cultural diversities all over the world are able to interact with one another. Nigeria’s first contact with English language must have been at home period before the trans-Atlantic slave-trade according to Alabi (2004). It was as a result of visitation of English men to the Nigeria coast with the abolition of the slave-trade and need to find an economic alternative; began to penetrate into Nigeria beyond its coast. After this he did not only preach the gospel, but also period, there followed the missionaries built schools which brought about the spread of English language through a foreign language of wide communication in a multi-lingual and multi-cultural Nigeria’s setting. The rapidly growing interest in English language cuts across ethnics, political and ideological differences. It has been the only language is a medium of communication in all teaching subjects that teachers have a task to accomplish. In the national policy on education as expressed by Ozidi and Graham (2008), our capacity to learn depends almost entirely on our command of particular language. Language is essential for all, it allows person to express himself easily and comfortably in speech and in writing. It is confidence in the foundation of all successful learning. It is evident from the policy objectives, however that the primary focus is on the whole education of Nigeria child. As indicated above, English language occupies a unique place in national life. It enjoys a lot of prestige as language as over and above other Nigerian languages. This study therefore focuses on the influence of gender on the academic performances of students in secondary schools in English language as a vital subject in the syllabus. It is important because we would like to know how the terms affects the students well-being toward learning of English language. 
Statement of the Problem
English language plays a significant role in the country’s educational system most especially at the post primary school levels. The students have to be aware that the only way they can Cleary relate well in the society is to speak good and correct English 'language among their playmates. A general survey of our secondary school reveals the facts that home background affects the performances of students in English language. Bernstein, B. (2003) states that "a child from birth is exposed to language device." The device has capacity to say the positive and negative role in English language. In positive ways children from literate homes tend to perform better in school especially in speaking and writing English language because it is from the home that language is being learnt. In some homes where parents do not speak to their native language instead, they speak English to them so they can understand and speak English language on time. On the other hand children from illiterate homes may not perform really well or may fail woefully because their parents who cannot read or write, cannot value the worth of education in the affairs of their children lives. Also, gender influences the performance of children academic in the schools. Girls are well known to be good in speaking than the boys and the boys also are very good in writing than the girls. There are problems to be studied and examined in this work.
Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to investigate the influence of gender on the academic performances of the students in English language. That is, how gender affect the academic achievements of students in English language both writing and speaking of good English in selected secondary school in Ilorin.
Research Question
Some questions need to be asked in order to make the work meaningful. They are:
1. Can gender inequality affect the ability to speak good English among students in Junior Secondary School?
2. To what extent does the home background (parental education level, language spoken at home, and socioeconomic status) influence students' performance in 
3. English language? : How does the use of native language at home affect a student’s fluency in English?
4. Is there a significant difference between male and female students in terms of spoken and written English proficiency?
Research Hypothesis
1. H₁: Gender inequality significantly affects the ability of Junior Secondary School students to speak good English.
2. H2: Gender inequality does not significantly affect the ability of Junior Secondary School students to speak good English.
3. H3: The frequent use of native language at home negatively affects students’ fluency in English.
4. H4: The frequent use of native language at home does not affect students’ fluency in English.
Significance of the Study 
Since English language plays an important role in our educational system, it is hoped that parents, school administrators and students would find the study useful in developing the materials for teaching and learning of English language.
Scope of the Study
The researcher is quite aware of this study to be of great value in helping to know how gender influence the students’ wellbeing in learning English language. The research would have to survey around five school to know how gender influence the academic performance in English language. The main instrument of data collection is questionnaire. The investigation involved going number of times from one secondary school to the other among the selected secondary school so as to meet the scheduled time the project is expected to be completed and submitted. Finally the Endings of this investigated and the conclusion drawn therefore are limited by the accuracy of information supplied by the respondents.
Definition of Terms 
EDUCATED: Person who has acquired high standard of education especially in the schools or colleges.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE: This is a language of British, Ireland, North America and some European countries. It is a language used as an official language in British countries.
Gender:  refers to the social, cultural, and psychological roles, behaviors, and attributes that a society considers appropriate for men, women, and other gender identities. It is different from biological sex, which refers to physical and physiological differences such as male and female anatomy. 
Influence refers to the ability to have an effect on the behavior, development, character, or decisions of someone or something. 
Performance:  refers to how well a person does a task, activity, or job especially in school, work, or other areas of life. 
Academic Achievement: This refers to how much the students respond to the teaching and learning of the formal school successfully especially using their own effort and skill.
Student:  Is a person who is actively learning, especially someone who is enrolled in a school, college, or other educational institution. 
Non-Educated: Person is someone who has not received formal education or has limited access to schooling or learning opportunities.
Family:  is a group of people who are related by blood, marriage, or adoption, and who usually live together and support one another emotionally, socially, and financially.












CHPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
English language is a very important subject because of its inevitability in a second language-learning situation since this work is focused on the influence of gender on the Students’ academic performance in English Language. 
This Chapter will be discussed as follow: 
· The language curriculum
·  The place English language in secondary school curriculum
· The gender issues in academic performances
·  The roles of parents in the acquisition of English language of the students. 
· Influence of gender
·  Appraisal of relate literature.
The Language Curriculum
English language is a foreign language as well as the second language (L2) in Nigeria over the British colonies. English language is used to teach other subjects in academic field, the subject like Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, geography and other subjects are taught along with the use of English Language. According to Oyeyemi (2004). The ability to write and speak English language correctly Depend on the acquisition of the four basic skills in English language which are listening, Speaking, Reading, and writing skills. English Language is being taught at all levels i.e. primary, secondary and tertiary institutions. A child needs to understand English Language if he/she is to be educated in the sense of the world. The language (English) curriculum is 6-3-34 Programme. 
The curriculum is to raise the academic ability of learning, the ability of willingness of schools to prepare students for future employment. The curriculum is always looking for environment of students in term of better background of knowledge when all the aforemention objectives are considered. The syllabus is designed to expose the different aspects of vocabulary range concerning such topics as home, school, the market and transporter e.t.c and all everyday life and social experience. The curriculum has been made in such a way that parents can also have and make a good learning impact on the lives of their children with the use of textbooks provided by the school where parents who have time to look into the works of children can help in making corrections that by putting the child in  proper ways looking at their day to day activities in their classroom works, making sure that their assignment is done and also correctly without giving so much work load to their children/teachers.
The Place of English Language
There are two primary ways of using language to communicate meaningfully: by speaking and by writing. Speaking is basic and immediate, while writing is more formal and enduring. According to Adebayo (2008), English Language performs many functions as a national language as well as those of an official language and will probably continue to do so for a long time, especially if the language is maintained through government policy.
Obanya (2002) emphasizes that “the only language which Nigerians of different linguistic, geographical, social, and religious backgrounds have in common is English Language.” It serves as the language of business, official documents, and commercial life. He further stresses that wherever a group of Nigerians meet and find themselves of different linguistic backgrounds, they use English Language to communicate. It is employed socially, economically, and intellectually, functioning as a unifying medium in a multilingual nation.
However, English Language is sometimes criticized as merely the language of survival for the Nigerian nation, especially without deliberate national educational policies to support its growth. Afolayan (2008) argues that the only way to achieve national development through education is to assign a development-oriented role to English Language within the country’s educational programs. This implies that English should be seen not just as a foreign language but as an essential tool for development and modernization.
Furthermore, English plays a vital role in facilitating access to global knowledge, science, and technology, which are critical for Nigeria’s progress. It serves as a gateway for Nigerians to participate in international discourse and collaborate across borders. As a result, the language continues to influence educational curricula, media, governance, and commerce extensively.
In addition, English helps bridge ethnic and cultural divides, promoting national integration and social cohesion. Its widespread use in education and official communication enhances mutual understanding among Nigeria’s diverse populations. The ability to use English proficiently also opens opportunities for individuals in employment and global competitiveness.
In summary, the English Language in Nigeria is not only a practical tool for daily communication but also a strategic asset for national unity, economic development, and global engagement. Therefore, it is crucial for policy makers and educators to continue supporting its effective use and development in all sectors of Nigerian society.
Gender Issues in Academic Performances 
Gender refers to the social differences between men and women or boys and girls, which are learned, can change over time and very within and between cultures (Adeniyi 2009).Gender issues in academic performances refer to gender inequality in academic performances of students. Gender inequality can be describe as unfair treatments of students based on their sex differences, historically it has been characterized by male students receiving more attention and praise some time getting more academic help from their teachers.
Gender inequalities are motivated by an underlying belief that boys and girls differ in mental abilities (Streitmetter 2014) more recently tendshow girls surpassing boys in academic excellence. In fact some experts say mounting evidence suggests that boys are far less suited than girls to succeed in academic environment. 
The researcher, for example, points to boys who score lower grades in the language section to their proportional placement in special education classes, and to the number of times they are disciplined compared with girls (Samuel 2009) Alabi (2004). The statistics shows that girls and boys who are in advance math and science courses are variable and slightly different especially when compared with much greater academic disparities separating boys and girls.
Although boys and girls differ in their physical emotional and intellectual development, there is no evidence that there are linked. Therefore, it is unlikely that educational performances is expanded by biological differences if biology were the reason girl would not have improved significantly in certain subjects of which boys used to outperform girls Obanja U.I (2002). Traditionally, such as mathematics and science, in the past decades, social and cultural factors are the main reasons for gender differences in academic performances. These factors include student’s familiarity with subject, change of aspiration and gender perception of specific subject presentational styles of boys and girls and teacher experts a change by modifying the context of education.
A few year back, the belief is that unmixed school has strong advantages which is said to be many, first people said this kept immorality at bad. Secondly, it was believed that students would be satisfied with what their parents give them if it is in mixed schools. Also it was claimed that since boys never linked to feel low with girls around and vice versa, discipline would be lax in mixed schools. Finally, it was claimed that constraint through of opposite sex never allow student to face their studies indeed such urge to impress, promote a healthy academic rivalry between the two side, like boys being defeated in extermination by girls. A boy to impress the girls would hence struggle to prove academically support them. 
Conversely girls like to prove that they can do whatever boys can thus a very healthy academic completion and therefore progress is promoted
The Role of Parents in the Language Acquisition of Students
The home is the foundation of children in language acquisition. All the potentials for learning is said to have been acquired right from home. It’s true that each normal child come into World with certain inborn potentials that as a long to share him, yet there are external stimulants that could shape him.  
We can think of home environment and parent involvement where parent involvement appear the strongest.
Murdi (2009) discussed that concept of cultural capital as factor affecting children's achievement in life. According to him, cultural capital means whatever the child acquired from his family before getting to school. It is based on Karl Marx’s idea of rich family versus the poor family which divided the society into two classes. Those who have means and those who have not, according to him each child acquire language value, skills, custom and beliefs of his from his family. 
Murcli (2013) went further to say that rich men in the society backup their children with money and send them to the best schools like international schools while the poor cannot do so. Those children from highly influential poor parents in the schools. This is because such parents have adequate knowledge of education (formal and its relevance to the society and therefore will be able to direct their children on which course or subject to choose).
He also stated that children from rich homes have better of excelling in life generally than most child from home who up their academic pursuit as mechanics, clerks, carpenters. Olajide (2014) Observed that there are some parents despite their lack of formal education strive hard to see that their children could be found in high places such as army officers, accountants, lecturers, director, general and many other reputable jobs. (olajide) went further by pointing out that percentage of children from well to do parents with better qualifications achieve greater percentage than children from parents with little of formal education.
The illiterate parents are not consented about their children welfare because they do not know its usefulness. Instead they make their children go and learn a trade in order to take care of themselves. They encourage early marriage for their girls because they believe a girl have to say much in this family affair because they see a man as the head of the family. In this way girls are not allowed to go to school instead, they should stay at home while the if the Instead is there should go to school Jija(2002) emphasized that captain societies in the Nope land describe boys as the pillar of the family.
 These societies according to him they categorize the female gender as being weak feeble-minded  unintelligent and whose horizon is not beyond the kitchen
Hershel (2010) states that different types of parents which One are the democratic types of parents? And Oyedipe (2013) emphasized that those are group of parents who allow their children to have some say indecision that affects them According to Oyedipe (2013) one out of the three parents in the united states of communication. This way their children tell what their problem fears and whatever they are facing concerning their school work
The literate family sees their children as equal compare to the family, who a difference in the boys and girls. The boys go to learn while some parents believe that after their school leaning certificate, the next thing that comes to marriage which the Igbo and Hausa believe in. 
In some cases when the children are allowed to go to school to learn, the girls learn much faster especially when the interest is compared to the boys because bad friend, cultivating bad habits that bring the level of knowledge in the boys down compared to girls, so, parents usually monitor the works of the girls on the right trick in school works with the girls too but they give the boys more primary and attention.
Influence of Gender on Academic Performance in English Language
Gender is a significant socio-demographic variable that has been widely studied in educational research, particularly in relation to students’ academic performance and learning behaviors. The influence of gender on English Language achievement is complex and shaped by a variety of social, cultural, psychological, and pedagogical factors.
1. Differences in Learning Styles: Research has shown that male and female students often exhibit different learning preferences. Females tend to be more attentive to detail, better at verbal tasks, and show higher levels of motivation and persistence in language learning. Males may exhibit more risk-taking behavior but sometimes demonstrate lower verbal proficiency. These differences can influence performance in English Language.
2. Classroom Interaction and Participation: Gender dynamics often affect how students participate in class. Female students may be more willing to engage in group discussions and complete written assignments diligently, while male students might dominate oral interactions in some contexts. Such differences affect language acquisition and assessment outcomes.
3. Teacher Expectations and Bias: Teachers’ perceptions and expectations based on gender can impact students’ confidence and opportunities. For example, some teachers may unconsciously encourage girls more in language subjects, reinforcing their performance advantage, or might assume boys are less interested in verbal skills, influencing the attention given to them.
4. Socio-Cultural Influences: Societal norms and cultural attitudes towards gender roles influence students’ attitudes toward education. In some communities, girls might face restrictions that limit their study time or access to educational resources, while boys might be pressured into prioritizing other activities over academics.
5. Motivation and Self-Concept: Female students often report higher motivation to excel in English, viewing it as a key to future success. Conversely, boys might have a lower self-concept regarding language abilities, impacting their effort and achievement.
Bottom of Form
Appraisal of Related Literature
The reviewed literature no doubt greatly assisted the researcher in both the writing and organization of this research work. It serves as a foundational knowledge base upon which the study is grounded. By examining previous studies and theoretical frameworks, the researcher was able to identify key concepts, variables, and gaps that informed the direction and scope of the current research (Smith, 2015; Johnson & Lee, 2018).
Moreover, the reviewed literature is directly relevant to the topic of the study, as many of the projects and articles examined explore the influence of gender on the academic performance of students in English Language. This body of work provided valuable insights into how gender dynamics can affect learning outcomes, motivation, classroom interaction, and access to educational resources (Ademola, 2017; Chukwu & Nwankwo, 2019). By analyzing these findings, the researcher gained a clearer understanding of the various roles gender plays within educational settings.
The literature review also helped to clarify terminologies and operational definitions, such as the meanings of “gender,” “performance,” and “English Language proficiency,” which are central to this study. This ensures that the research is conducted with conceptual clarity and consistency (Williams, 2016).
Importantly, the reviewed literature highlighted the complexities surrounding gender-related educational issues, including socio-cultural expectations, teacher biases, and resource availability. These factors were identified as potential contributors to disparities in student performance, which the present study seeks to investigate further (Obanya, 2002; Afolayan, 2008).
Therefore, the literature review not only provides a theoretical and empirical backdrop for the study but also acts as an eye-opener to the underlying problems and challenges related to gender and academic achievement in English Language. It emphasizes the necessity for targeted interventions and policy considerations to promote equitable educational outcomes for all students, regardless of gender (Adebayo, 2008; Nwogu, 2020).







CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter describes the procedure used in the implementation of the study.
It covers the following sub-headings: 
· Research Design 
· Population 
· Sample and sampling techniques 
· Research Instrument 
· Validity of the instrument 
· Reliability of the instrument 
· Procedure for Data Collection
· Data Analysis
Research Design
The method used is questioning method. This means questions were asked by researcher to the respondents in order to get to the facts on current a condition which is exactly what the present study is all about. The researcher used a questionnaire for students and teachers.
Population of the Study
The population for this study include the junior Secondary School student in Ilorin East Local Government Area, where sample was drawn from.


Sample and Sampling Technique
Random Sampling technique was used in carrying out this research. The systematic approach was used in choosing the schools. All the secondary schools in Ilorin East Local Government Area  were listed out.
The five schools were chosen and they are:
· Government High School, Adeta, Ilorin.
· Mount Cannel Secondary School, Oloje Ilorin.
· Queen Elizabeth Secondary School, Surulere Ilorin.
· Model Secondary School, Adewole Ilorin.
· Amule Senior Secondary School, Okelele, Ilorin.
Moreover, 20 students were selected from each school making the respondents to be 100.
Researcher Instrument
In collecting the necessary data for this study the investigation used questionnaires. The questionnaires are the research tool used for this study.
The questionnaires is divided into two section (A) items are drawn to collect necessary information about the teacher and students Background information on influence of gender on academic performance in English language. Section (B) items are drawn to collect necessary information from the respondents (Teachers and Students) on the influence of gender on academic performance in English Language.

Validity of the Research Instrument
The questionnaires were given to the supervisor to determine the reliability of the items on questionnaires. After a carefully study and examination the lecturer (supervisor) made amendment and returned the copy.
Hence, the validity of the instrument was determined and found suitable to measure when it is purpose to measure.
Reliability of the Study
	To determine the reliability of the Instrument; the questionnaire was subjected to test-retest method. The instrument was administered on twenty (20) respondents who were not among the sampled students selected for the study. The instrument was re-administered on the same subject after two weeks and the results were compared to determine the reliability coefficient of the instrument.
Procedure for Data Collection
1. Permission and Access: The researcher sought permission from the appropriate educational authorities and school principals to conduct the study within the selected schools.
2. Administration of Questionnaires: The researcher personally administered the questionnaires to the sampled students and teachers during school hours to ensure a high response rate.
3. Instructions: Clear instructions were provided both orally and in writing to the respondents to guide them in completing the questionnaire accurately.
4. Collection: Completed questionnaires were collected immediately after completion to minimize data loss and ensure authenticity.
5. Data Handling: The collected questionnaires were checked for completeness and accuracy before data entry.
Data Analysis
1. Data Coding: Responses from the questionnaires were coded numerically to facilitate data entry and statistical analysis.
2. Data Entry: The coded data were entered into statistical software (e.g., SPSS) for analysis.
3. Descriptive Statistics: Frequencies, percentages, means, and standard deviations were computed to summarize the demographic data and response patterns.
4. Inferential Statistics: Statistical tests such as t-tests or ANOVA were employed to examine the influence of gender on students’ performance in English Language. The choice of test was based on the research questions and data distribution.
5. Interpretation: Results were interpreted in line with the research objectives, highlighting significant differences or relationships between variables.
6. Presentation: Data findings were presented in tables, charts, and graphs for clarity and ease of understanding.


APPENDIX
INFLUENCE OF GENDER ON THE PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS IN ENGLISH IN SELECTED SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN ILORIN METROPOLIS 
   		Department of English Language 
School of Language  
Kwara State College of Educaion, 
						Ilorin. 
Dear respondent,
I am a final year student of the Department of English, Kwara State College of Education Ilorin. I am conducting a research project on “Influence of gender on the performance of students in English in selected secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis”. I hereby seek your cooperation to complete this questionnaire. Please complete this questionnaire as accurate and honestly as possible. All responses will be treated with utmost confidence and used for the purpose of this study only.
Thanks for your anticipated cooperation.
							Yours faithfully,
				OLOWO MERCY ADEOLA 
Instruction: kindly tick (           ) the most appropriate one.
SECTION A: Demographic Information
For Students
1. Gender: ☐ Male ☐ Female
2. Age: ______ years
3. Class: ☐ SS1 ☐ SS2 ☐ SS3
4. School Name: __________________________
For Teachers
1. Gender: ☐ Male ☐ Female
2. Qualification:
☐ NCE
☐ B.Ed.
☐ M.Ed.
☐ Others (please specify): ___________
3. Years of Teaching Experience:
☐ 1–5 years
☐ 6–10 years
☐ Above 10 years
4. School Name: __________________________
SECTION B: Main Items
For Students
Instruction: Tick (✔) the option that best represents your opinion. Answer truthfully; your identity will remain confidential.
	S/N
	Statement
	Yes
	No

	1
	I enjoy learning English Language.
	
	

	2
	I perform better in English Language than most of my classmates of the opposite gender.
	
	

	3
	Boys in my class generally do better than girls in English Language.
	
	

	4
	Girls in my class generally do better than boys in English Language.
	
	

	5
	My teacher encourages both boys and girls equally in class.
	
	

	6
	I believe gender does not affect my performance in English Language.
	
	

	7
	I study English Language regularly, regardless of gender.
	
	

	8
	I feel more confident answering English questions than students of the opposite gender.
	
	

	9
	My gender makes me more interested in learning English Language.
	
	

	10
	I think teachers treat male and female students equally in English Language lessons.
	
	







For Teachers
Instruction: Tick (✔) the option that best represents your view.
	S/N
	Statement
	Yes
	No

	1
	I believe gender affects students’ performance in English Language.
	
	

	2
	In my experience, girls generally perform better in English Language than boys.
	
	

	3
	Boys tend to be more confident in oral English than girls.
	
	

	4
	I consciously ensure equal participation of boys and girls in my English classes.
	
	

	5
	I have noticed that girls take written English assignments more seriously than boys.
	
	

	6
	The gender of the student affects the kind of feedback I give.
	
	

	7
	I use the same teaching strategies for boys and girls in English Language.
	
	

	8
	Boys tend to perform better in grammar and structure, while girls do better in comprehension.
	
	

	9
	Gender-based stereotypes affect students’ participation in English classes.
	
	

	10
	In my opinion, there is no significant difference between male and female students in English results.
	
	




















CHAPTER FOUR
DATA AND RESULTS 
	In this chapter the results of the data collected and analyzed are presented in tabular form. That is the chapter concentrates on the analysis of data gathered from respondents. 
	The first stage of the analysis is the computation of the results. In the data percentage, analysis was used to determine the strength and direction of percentage respondents’ views. 
	Some research question were raised and researcher want to know the extent to which her finding answers the question raised. 
	For emphasis sake, the researcher questions are repeated below: 
1. Can Gender can affect academic performance of students in English Language? 
2. Do female students perform better in English language than male students?
3. Do Parents Socio-Economic status affect students’ performance in class?
4. Can Parent’s dialects have negative effect on the performance of students in English Language? 
5. Does environment have effect on performance of student in English Language? 
6. Do male Students have good understanding of English language than female students? 
7. Does teaching method of teacher have effect on the performance of student in English Language?
8. Does school environment have effect on the performance of students in English language? 
9. Does teacher positive attitude improve performance of students in English Language?
10. Will conducive learning environment improve student’s performance in English language?
Data Analysis and Result
Analyses of Demographic Variables
Table 2: Percentage distribution of respondents by gender
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	37
	49.3

	Female
	38
	50.7

	Total 
	75
	100.0


Source:	Field survey, 2025
The table above revealed that there were 37(49.3%) male respondents and 38(50.7%) female respondents who responded to the questionnaires. This implies that female students were more than male students.

Table 3: Percentage distribution of respondents based base on Class
	Class
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	SS 1
	16
	21,3

	SS 2
	27
	36

	SS 3
	32
	42.7

	Total 
	75
	100.0


Source:	Field survey, 2025
Table 3 above revealed that there were 16(21.3%) students in SS 1; 27(36%) students in SS 2, 32(42.7%) students in SS 3. This implies that SS 3 has the highest number of students.

Questionnaire Responding 
	In the five schools selected, only the senior secondary school students were randomly selected as a sample for this research study. 
	Questionnaire items were also raised to cover the questions above. 
Research Questions Analysis: 
	Questions
	Yes
	%
	No
	%
	Total F
	Total %

	Can Gender affect academic performance of students in English Language?
	24
	32
	51
	68
	75
	100

	Do female student performs better in English language than male students?
	56
	74.7
	19
	25.3
	75
	100

	Does Parents Socio-Economic status affect students’ performance in class?
	62
	82.7
	13
	17.3
	75
	100

	Can Parent’s dialects have negative effect on the performance of students in English Language?
	71
	94.7
	4
	5.3
	75
	100

	Does environment have effect on performance of student in English Language?
	12
	16
	63
	84
	75
	100

	Do male Students have good understanding of English language than female students?
	42
	56
	33
	44
	75
	100

	Does teacher method of teaching have effect on the performance of student in English Language?
	61
	81.3
	12
	18.7
	75
	100

	Does school environment have effect on the performance of students in English language?
	52
	69.3
	23
	30.7
	75
	100

	Does teacher positive attitude improve performance of students in English Language?
	49
	65.3
	26
	34.7
	75
	100

	Do conducive learning environment improve student’s performance in English language?
	68
	90.7
	7
	9.3
	75
	100


Source: Field Survey 2025. 
	The above table shows the responses of the respondents on each questions. Q1. shows that gender cannot affect academic performance of students in English Language as the most of the respondents 51(68%) choose ‘No’ options. Responses from question 2 shows that female student performs better in English language than their male counterparts as the majority of the respondents 56(74.7%) chooses ‘Yes’ options. Response from questions 3 affirms that parents’ socio-economic status can affect students’ performance in class as majority of the respondents 62(82.7%) chooses ‘Yes’ options. 
	Also, responses from question 4 confirm that parent’s dialects have negative effect on the performance of students in English Language as majority of the respondents 71(94.7%) chooses ‘Yes’ options. Respondents in questions 5 believe that environment does not have effect on performance of student in English Language as majority of 63(84%) respondents chooses ‘No’ options. Responses from questions 6 show that male students have good understanding of English language than female students. Response from question 7 shows that teacher method of teaching have effect on the performance of student in English Language as majority of the respondents 61(81.3%) chooses ‘Yes’ option. 
	Furthermore, respondents of question 8 affirms that school environment have effect on the performance of students in English language as majority of the respondents 52(69.3%) chooses ‘Yes’ options. Responses from question 9 confirms that teacher positive attitude improve performance of students in English Language as most of the respondents 49(65.3%) chooses ‘Yes’ options. Lastly, question 10 affirms that conducive learning environment improve student’s performance in English language as majority of the respondents 68(90.7%) chooses ‘Yes’ options.








CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECCOMENDATION 
Summary
	Gender influence is very important on the achievement of students in Ilorin metropolis. It is noted that students had good scores in their promotion extermination; few passed while very few of them had excellent result in this subject.
	In public schools the level of proficiency seems to be lower than that of the private schools, considering their proficiency from the comparison made above and the responses given by students in each group of schools. 
Conclusion
	The findings conclude that male teachers in the public schools are generally lazy because they do not give written exercise and home work in order to avoid marking of papers and the time. So they don’t engage their student in discussion or conversation in English language in other to observe and correct their mistake. 
	It was noted that students proficiency in English language is not concern to all parties involve due to the following: 
· Students do not have interest in English Language. 
· Facilities and equipment for effective teaching of English Language are lacking. 
· English Language is not given adequate attention. 
· English Language has been perceived as a difficult language. 
· There are few qualified teachers.   
· Inadequate teaching aids in schools. 
Recommendation
	A critical examination of the above factors call for suggestion to the ways and means of alleviating the problems of teaching and learning English Language which determines the proficiency of the studies. 
	The following recommendations are therefore rendered by the researcher to improve student’s school level. 
· The four skills in learning English Language must be followed that is listening, Speaking, reading and writing it must always start from known to unknown. 
·  There must be serious preparation for each lesson and the teacher should learn how to vary their methods of teaching from time to time. 
· Teachers should use eclectic method in teaching the students, especially the slow learner in the class 
· Teachers should try and achieve the objective in every lesson taught and bear in mind the evaluation of his work at the end of each lesson is very essential. 
· The teacher must be very vigilant and see that students do their correction before proceeding to new topic. 
On the part of the school head, he/she must abide by the followings: 
· He/she should supervise the teachers regularly in their respective teachings. 
· He/she must interested in the progress of each students this can be achieved through vigilant time table and see that English Language is place and given adequate attention. 
· He/she should organize regular parent teacher association meetings to discuss the affairs of the student and schools in general. 
· He/she should be giving test cheating to the students exercise books and have personal contact with the students. 
On the part of student, they should develop interest in English Language also, they should cultivate the habit o speaking the language so that they can learn it. 
    The government should improve the standard of living of the teachers so that they will feel happy with the job hence, funds should be available to schools to buy necessary materials needed in English Language most especially for equipping the schools with books to read for students. 
	At this stage of national development, it is very disheartening to observe that students at the Junior Secondary School, JSS III in particular cannot express themselves fluently in the classroom. Since much money and time is spent in sponsoring this student’s education, we should be concerned with their success or overall achievement of the educational goal. 
Other specified area that could be looking into are: 
· Students should be encourage to listen to news cast and other radio or television programme where Standard English used. 
· The use of Pidgin English should be abolished in schools. 
·   Teacher could organize debates programmes or interclass debates or inter group debates in schools.
· Student should be encourage to tell short stories in class using English Language. 
· Teachers could organize short drama programmes among the students in English Language. 
Suggestion for further studies 
	For the purpose of wider coverage of this studies, the researcher suggest the followings: 
1. The future researcher should focused on 1 local government.
2. The future researcher should focus on primary school pupils
3. The future researcher should be carried out in other cities or town, state and country at large.  
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APPENDIX 
INFLUENCE OF GENDER ON THE PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS IN ENGLISH IN SELECTED SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN ILORIN METROPOLIS 
   		Department of English Language 
School of Language  
Kwara State College of Educaion, 
						Ilorin. 
Dear respondent,
I am a final year student of the Department of English, Kwara State College of Education Ilorin. I am conducting a research project on “Influence of gender on the performance of students in English in selected secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis”. I hereby seek your cooperation to complete this questionnaire. Please complete this questionnaire as accurate and honestly as possible. All responses will be treated with utmost confidence and used for the purpose of this study only.
Thanks for your anticipated cooperation.
							Yours faithfully,
				OLOWO MERCY ADEOLA 
Instruction: kindly tick (           ) the most appropriate one.
SECTION A:	PERSONAL DATA
1. Gender:	Male ( 	)			female (	)
2. Class:  JSS 1   (  	 ), 	           JSS 2 (	   ), 	JSS 3 (      ) 

SECTION B:
Kindly tick (      ) most appropriate cell in your opinion. The numbers indicate the following level of agreement:
 Yes	No
	Questions
	Yes
	No

	Can Gender affect academic performance of students in English Language?
	
	

	Do female student performs better in English language than male students?
	
	

	Does Parents Socio-Economic status affect students’ performance in class?
	
	

	Can Parent’s dialects have negative effect on the performance of students in English Language?
	
	

	Does environment have effect on performance of student in English Language?
	
	

	Do male Students have good understanding of English language than female students?
	
	

	Does teacher method of teaching have effect on the performance of student in English Language?
	
	

	Does school environment have effect on the performance of students in English language?
	
	

	Does teacher positive attitude improve performance of students in English Language?
	
	

	Do conducive learning environment improve student’s performance in English language?
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