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Abstract

This work examines the reading needs of students in some selected junior secondary schools in Ilorin, Kwara State. The research design used for this work is descriptive survey. One hundred (100) respondents were randomly sampled from five (5) purposely selected public schools for study. A self-designed questionnaire was used to collect useful information from the respondents. The data collected were analyzed using frequency counts and simple percentages. The findings revealed that, reading need of JSS student include, to interpret written symbols, understand formal language of books, words and letter for information and comprehending written sound. It also revealed that teacher’s assistance make or mar reading while technology aids effective reading. Then, reading well was revealed make student to perform well in examinations. It was recommended, among others that reading should be taught with required dexterity if student are to be useful to themselves even after leaving school; qualified teachers should be employed to handle the teaching of language and required facilities should be provided.

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

Background to the Study

The ultimate goal of reading is to be able to understand written materials, to evaluate it, and use it for one’s need. One cannot be adjudged knowledgeable if he lacks the ability to read and comprehend what is read (Chall and Stahl, 2008). The skill of reading, which is a mental activity, goes beyond mere identifying codes and symbols to include interpretation of such symbols; it has to do with reader’s re-cognitive and psychomotor skills. It also has to do with reader’s ability to react or respond appropriately to the writer’s intension (Chall and Stahl, 2008)

Knowledge is synonymous with the ability to read and write. This, according to Harvey (2000) is commonly considered as the ability to read and write at designated level of proficiency. The reading need of a school child is characterized by the translation of symbols or letters into words and sentences that have meaning related to the writer’s intensions.
Modern man can hardly contemplate communal life without the instrument of language. Performance in the language, especially the ability to read, defines literate personality.  English has been the Nigeria language super imposed on deferent existing languages since colonisation, Duntoye (2003). According to Horobin (2016), English means the language of England, Britain, Ireland, North America, Australia and some other countries. It has been a subject or course of study by many branches of learning. The learning of linguistics, anthropology, education and geopolitics, to mention little few, dwells with English language more or less systematically. To the language and the linguistics, it is the central subject, by concentrating on its description while other branches concentrate on teaching and learning with it (Duntoye, 2003).

The curriculum in English at the basic and secondary school levels aims in sustaining learner’s interest in knowledge; improving learner’s linguistic skills; giving learners adequate opportunities for the use of standard English in speech and writing in the real life situation; enabling learners to use standard English as self-improvement vehicle; and motivating the learners to continue the study of English both formally and informally (EC, 2007). In order to achieve these overall objectives, the FRN Minimum Standard, English Languages (2012), lays emphasis on reading, comprehension, writing, grammar, literature and speaking skills. The learning experiences are then further classified into units for an effective achievement of the objectives of teaching and learning the various skills. Apart from the course components which are just the learning experiences and skill acquisition mentioned above, some other components like learning/teaching materials, instructional methods; behavioural objectives for each topic; and modes of evaluation are suggested in the curriculum.

In the training School, students offer the compulsory course tagged General English Studies in the GSE Department/School of Education. This is to further build on what the learners have learnt in English at the basic and the secondary schools levels of education. Also, it makes students to be more effective in terms of phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics and many more aspects of the English Language. This further builds on what learners have learnt in English at the basic and secondary level of education. 

In spite of all the prominence given to the language studies as a college programme, a number of factors, according to Renee (1996), and Odebunmi (2001) like negative attitude towards Studies, regarding their posture to learning, perception regarding the state of adopting alien language, learners’  likeness or unlikeness in their usage of English for learning purpose, difference on the factors affecting learners’ attitude based on major course department and purposes of use of English. This attitude towards the General English course leads to the students’ inability to perform effectively.
Expectedly, a child should read at a certain age level of schooling. Parents watch their children to see them read, develop reading culture, be fluent in reading and have love for books. But nowadays, students are not interested in reading. This accounts for the monumental poor student’s performance.

Students’ in our schools lack physical and psychological resources ranging from apathy on the part of teachers, lack of reading materials, biological factors to development of science and technology etc. This project is thus embarked upon to analyze the reading needs of JSS students in Ilorin, Kwara State.
Statement of the Problems 

Students in our schools, nowadays find it very hard to read, comprehend and react to what they have read because of their lack of interest in books. This lack of interest is grossly reflected in their output both during the examination and even when they are in the job.

A student who could not interpret printed symbols cannot respond to such in a print – rich environment as ours where students are expected to be judiciously equipped in the area of reading. But nowadays the reverse is the case.

This study is thus intended to look at reading needs, how it is catered to and the effect of that on academic performance of JSS student in Ilorin, Kwara State.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this research is to analyze the reading need of JSS student: see how student read (symbols and in-print environment) and how equipped he is in reading in order to perform well.
Research Questions

i. What are the reading needs of students in JSS in Ilorin Kwara State?
ii. What facilities are required for reading need of JSS students in Ilorin Kwara State?
iii.  What is the effect of reading on academic performance of student in JSS in Ilorin Kwara State?
Significance of the Study

According to Chall and Stahl (2008) besides its intrinsic value, the ability to read has economic consequences. In developed nations, adults who are better average readers are also higher than average earners or are more likely to have high paying job. This underscores the values of reading.

This project therefore, is intended to be of immense value to students who are the target product of teaching and learning in our schools. Students will find useful hints in this work, on problems that confront them in reading as a skill and workable solution to such problems.

Parents will equally find information in this research useful as some fundamental problems that confront parents are identified and discussed in this work.
Teachers will find in this work, valuable hints that could aid their teaching; also student of research, who intend to carry out further research would benefit from this study.

Government and or policy formulators will in no small measure get useful information on the improvement of formulation of policies in the area of reading.  
Private and public school administrators would find useful information in this research that could aid their teachers in English language.

Scope of the Study

The research is embarked upon to investigate reading need of JSS student in Ilorin, Kwara State. The study is limited to the following area:

a) Reading as prove of knowledge and academic performance.
b) Reading needs of JSS students.
c) Facilities required for effective reading in JSS in Ilorin, Kwara State.
d) Five (5) purposely selected schools in Ilorin form a sample by random selection, for this research.
Operational Definition of Terms

Some terms used in this work are defined as follow:

Reading: This refers to art of getting information from what is written
Student: A person who is finding out about a subject or how to do something. The student in this context refers to the learners of English in JSS
Analysis: The act of assessing and adjudging opinion about something

Skill: This refers to ability to do something well especially one that has to do with a special training

Academic performance: This refers to doing well/bad in exams

Knowledge: This refers to outcome of what a person learnt how to do.

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Introduction 

This chapter deals with the review of related studies of significant writings of authors on reading. It further indicates areas of agreement or disagreement of reading skills by authors to have total picture of the state of knowledge in each aspect of the topic. The review is organized under sub-topics as follows:
Rudiments of Reading 

Reading as Basis of Knowledge Acquisition
Reading as a Skill

Improving Reading Skill

Mechanics to Effective Reading 

Hindrances to Effective Reading
Appraisal of the Reviewed Related Literature
Rudiments of Reading

The reading skill connotes the ability to read and write, turning of letters into meaning. The ultimate goal of reading is to be able to understand written materials, evaluate it and use it for one’s need. Chall and Stahl (2008) further opine that in order to read, one must follow a sequence of character arranged in a particular spatial order. For example English flows from left to right; Hebrew, from right to left, and Chinese from top to bottom. The reader must know the pattern and use it consistently.
Reading varies from activities that involve a nursery school pupil struggling with simple sentences in a story book to a scholar attempting to understand the meaning of a poem. A mature reader is adjudged literate if he could bring to the text his experience, ability and interest. To reach maturity in reading, an individual goes through a series of stages from readiness to adult reading abilities. 
Harvey (2008) assert that in most developed nations, nearly all person beyond seventeen (17) have basic literacy, that is some skills in reading and writing. In Nigeria for instance, the UNESCO 2005 World Literacy put the total literacy at 70.7% and 77.8% male and 63.8% female being literate, while Zimbabwe during the same period under review has 91.1% literacy rate with 95.1% male and 88.7% female. In the United States approximately 98.7 of adult population can read and write on, at least, a minimal level. Many developing nations have much lower level of basic literacy. It should however be noted that lack of widespread basic literacy posses a fundamental challenge for the developing countries (Harvey, 2008). 
Reading as Basis of Knowledge Acquisition 

According to Ayodele (2001) the good reader enjoys reading generally because he gets message put across by the writer in a very easy manner and within the shortest possible time. To such a person, reading is no longer a task to be dreaded; it has become a practice, which is enjoyed. An ideal reader keeps his mind active when reading. Although, he does not speak out when reading he reasons along with the writer as he reads on. He discusses the issues in his mind as he reads them and in fact argues silently. Ayodele (2001) likened reader who cannot read, understand and apply whatever is read to lifeless situation.
Unoh (2001) states that reading is perhaps most functional, when it facilitates the learning process and effectively promotes our intellectual development. Efficient reading certainly improves understanding, retention, and recall, transfer of learning and achievement of good intellectual development.
Harvey (2008) is of the view that reading skill is more precisely defined as technical capacity to decode or reproduce written or printed signs, symbols or letters combined into words. This means that reading is not an inborn human characteristic but rather an ability that is learned, most often in schools.

Reading as an intellectual skill is carried out after training. It is an active means of passing across message from the writer to the reader. While the writer’s intentions, feelings, emotions, idea, etc. are encoded in printed symbols. The reader decodes (interprets) what is written. In this end, writing is a means of communication from the writer to the reader; it takes literate mind to decode what the writer has put down.
Reading as a Skill (Acquired Knowledge)

Reading is probably the most important skill a student needs to succeed in his studies. A student may have to read lengthy assignment in different subjects with varying degrees of detail and difficulty. If a student reads inaccurately he will probably fail to understand some of the information and ideas read. Ewer (2008) agrees that for advanced students of English, as a foreign language, reading is the most important skill to master. It is the most outstanding status a reader enjoys in any language learning situation. While improving reading as a skill, many other cognitive skills also improve.
Ross (2008) is of the view that reading and mathematical ability advances significantly along with vocabulary and grammatical skills. Many children begin to learn a second language in middle childhood. This is to buttress the assertion of Bright and Mcgregor, (1970) that to be a competent reader, not only one skill has been used, but many have been used by a specific practice.
Tinuoye, (1989) in Oyetunde, (1989:78) is of the view that if reading is approached from learning by doing perspective, it becomes a skill that is functional and pragmatically oriented towards achieving the desired literacy level in the academic world as well as the society at large.
Importance of Reading Skill
Reading is no doubt an activity that elevates literates over and above illiterates in our society. To this end, anyone who can read would be better informed than one who cannot read. According to Chall and Stahl (2008), beside its intrinsic value, the ability to read has economic consciousness. Adults who are better than average readers are also higher than average earner or are likely to have high paying jobs.
The growth in the field of science and technology requires that literacy should be enhanced to cope with demand in that sector. Chall and Stahl (2008) further stated that the growth in technology of society has brought increase demands for literacy which schools are hard pressed to meet.  A higher level of literacy is needed in business and industry; in the armed forces and even in every life.
Reading is an effective means of passing across message from the writer to the reader while the writer’s intentions, feelings, emotions, ideas, etc. are encoded in printed symbols. The readers decodes (interprets) what is written to the readers. It should be noted that it takes a literate mind to decode what the writer puts on paper.
According to Abodurin and Orisawoyi (1990), a child who can read is free to communicate with minds outside his immediate environment; this enriches his imagination and hastens his intellectual growth. A child who can read is free to communicate ideas, concepts, information, and knowledge effectively. Abodurin and Orisawoyi (1990) further stated that adult experience and commitment impose demands. Reading therefore, provides this educative diversion. By teaching young people to read, we give them capacity to communicate with outsiders beyond the family and school.
Improving Reading Skill

The good reader enjoys reading because he gets the message put across by the writer in a very easy manner and within the shortest possible time; to such a person, reading is no longer a task to be feared because it has become a practice which he enjoys. A better reader does not need to be a fast reader or acquire the ability to read anything written in English, but must be able to develop some skills that will enable him to master whatever is read.

According to Chall and Stahl (2008), word study is one way for the older student to improve reading ability. This involves using a dictionary and thesaurus, studying word parts and learning how to find the context. By paying attention to any new word they may encounter, students can also improve their vocabularies. 

It should however, be noted that the development of efficient study strategies is important for learning various kinds of subject matter. Thompson (2008) opines that a matured reader must have several different reading rates available for different materials and purposes. Therefore, practice in skimming a passage for general meaning and scanning for specific information is useful. Therefore, Henry Roediger (2008) proposed the PQHR method which he referred to as the mnemonic techniques used for remembering text materials. According to him, if you are interested in better remembering a chapter from a textbook, you should first preview the information by skimming quickly through the chapter and looking at the headings. The next step is to form questions about the information; the third step is to read the text carefully, trying to answer the question. After reading the materials, the next step is to recite it. The last step is to review it. After you have read the entire chapter, go through it again, trying to recall and summarized its main points. This is a useful exercise that could effectively improve reading and comprehension.
Mechanics of Reading 

Reading is a complex activity that involves the use of virtually every part of human body. Ayodele (1991) views reading as a mental affair which requires fast attention and concentration. Unless the teacher knows the mechanics of reading, he/she may not know or be aware of some of the problems children have with reading the printed text. He/she may not even appreciate some of the elements that make up a good reader.
Heller, (1993) stated that in order to read; one must follow a sequence of characters arranged in a particular spatial order. For example, English flows from right to left, Chinese from top to bottom. The reader must know the pattern and use it consistently. To this end, reading could be likened to be operation of machine with various parts working together in a system to produce the desired force or effect.

Hindrances of Effective Reading    

Various factors serve as impediments for effective reading. Death of qualified and highly experienced and dedicated teachers greatly impedes functional reading among student. According to Unoh (2001) in Oyetunde, Aliyu and Aboderin (2011) reading is also a complex language processing or getting meaning from written or printed materials. Good reading includes an understanding of comprehension not only the literal sense of meaning of written or printed materials but also of the meaning implied by the author’s mood, his subject, his intent and by his attitude towards  his tone, his subject, his readers and even himself. Since reading is regarded as a complex language processing behaviour, it requires experts to impact such skills in learners.

Research has revealed that socio-economic status has a very strong influence on the preferences of Nigerian school children. Lasisi and Adeyanju (2009) sited McNinch’s (2009) research study in their contribution to the 3rd Biennial Conference of the Reading Association of Nigeria, held in Oweri in 2009. McNinch’s research study into reading interest categories through interest inventories which concluded that the low primary two children like to read about Nigeria family life, animal and fairy tales; On the other hand, the high income primary two children lean towards animal “things” and foreign based stories.


One other impediment to learning to read is biological. Dyslexia is the inability to learn to read fluently. According to Allington (2008), before about 1970, most explanation of dyslexia held that the root of the problem lay in visual difficulties. For example, many experts believe that dyslexia children saw letters backward or in reverse order. This is a disorder that is not very common especially among Nigerian learners. It could be corrected by experts in the teaching of language. It manifest in the form of children’s inability to break words into their various phonological segments. Allington (2008) went further to give the following examples, “dyslexia may have difficult breaking the spoken word ‘Hit’ into three phonemes  that correspond to the letter h, i, and t, because they cannot segment “hit”. Dyslexics often do not associate those sound with the corresponding letters that would enable them read the words. Many children experience some difficulties learning to read, write and spell with ease to appreciate teaching, however, most of those children can do and become good readers.
According to Levine (2009) students who are suspected to having a learning disorder should get a thorough evaluation by qualified doctor and educators. This examination should include testing of important brain function such as memory and attention as well as academic skills.
Reading Readiness 

According to Chall and Stahl (2008), the earliest stage of reading encompasses the skill that young children usually acquire, before they can read, from formal reading instruction. The skill of reading has to be developed in children since the art of reading is not inborn; it takes a gradual process to be able to do so. Before a child can read he must have been able to acquire the knowledge of language, the alphabet names and their sounds. He must be able to recognize letters by their sounds put together to make a word. Chall and Stahl (2008) opined that at younger ages they can distinguish their script from those of other languages, recognize commercial logos, engage in “pseudo reading” with familiar books and so on. It has been suggested that those early reading behaviour contribute to their reading success.
 
It is important to state that, at initial stage of reading, teachers normally ask pupils to read aloud, since they have encountered words in speech. Now, they see them in print, they have to recognize the words in their written form and associate such words with concrete things. Chall and Stahl (2008) further stated that parents can aid in the process by reading to children, thus acquainting them with the more formal language of books, pointing out words and letters and making them aware that words in book can tell a story or give information.

Appraisal of Related Reviewed Literature
From the foregoing, one could safely arrive at a conclusion that reading is crucial to learning, and a student needs to acquire the skill to perform excellently in his or her studies. It should be further noted that researcher who have greatly delved into the needs in reading skills acquisition are of the view that, the skill can be improved considerably if conscious effort are made at teaching it.

Also of crucial importance is the undisputable fact that has some basic steps to be taken while exposing our students to reading. If these steps are not meticulously followed, students are most likely going to be poor readers. 
The combination of opinions of scholars like Chall and Stahl (2008), Bright and McGregor (2007), Oyetunde and Umolu (2009) etc. is efficient reading enhance acquisition of relevant information that could make learners impact positively on the society. It is equally a skill that makes the leaner useful to him/her while he/she performed well in examination.
CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter is presented under the following sub-headings:

· Research Design

· Population 
· Sample and Sampling Techniques

· Instrumentation

· Validity of the Instrument

· Reliability of the Instrument

· Procedure for Data Collection

· Data Analysis Techniques

Research Design

This research is a non-experimental in the sense that it does not involve any experiment. It is a correlational research that exists between two variables (dependent and independent variables). This research work used questionnaire method in gathering data and data collection.
Population

Population is defined as the set of all possible cases of interest in a given research work. It could be people, thing or event. Rasaq and Ajayi (2000) defined population as a collection of elements about which the researcher wishes to make an inference work. The population of study covered all students in the secondary schools in Ilorin, Kwara State.
Sampling and Sampling technique 


Purposive sampling procedure was adopted to select five public secondary schools in Ilorin, Kwara State and these include the followings:-

1.
Government day JSS Secondary School Amule, Ilorin

2.
Government day JSS Secondary School Kulende, Ilorin

3.
Government day JSS Secondary School Okelele, Ilorin

4.
Banni Community JSS Secondary School, Ilorin

5.
Ansarul Islam JSS Secondary School, Ilorin


However, random sampling procedure was adopted to select one hundred (100) respondents as twenty were selected from each sampled school to supply information on the questionnaire.

 This reduced the problem of going round all the schools in Ilorin; since all the schools use the same curriculum as the sampled schools. This would serve as a basis for generalization in the schools. 
Instrumentation

A self developed questionnaire was employed to collect information from the respondents. The questionnaire consists of two main sections A and B. Section A provides demographic information on the respondents while B contains statements on the problem of the study.

There are two different alternative responses to each statement and the respondents were expected to tick the appropriate one. The responses include Yes and No.
Validation of the Instrument

Validation of the instrument was done by research supervisor after prior correction which was effected by the researcher. Contents of the instrument was considered useful and relevant because the principal and the English language teachers of the selected schools ascertained that the instrument employed during this research work were appropriate for the learners and should be properly administered.

Reliability of the Instrument

Test and retest was conducted on small sample out of the research sample in interval of two weeks. The correlation revealed 0.72 which was considered high enough for reliability.
Procedure for Data Collection

The sets of questionnaire drawn in this research work were distributed to the students, teachers and their principals. They were given two days to read before they respond to the questions in other to give objective and accurate response on the issues raised.

Data Analysis Techniques
The method used in analyzing the data for this research work is frequency count and percentage. This method was used in comparing response of the respondents and for testing each of the research question postulated for this research work.
CHAPTER FOUR 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Result 


In this chapter results are presented in the table with explanation of each table. After this, detailed discussion of the entire result takes place. 
Table 4.1:
Distribution of respondents by school 
	School
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Government day JSS Secondary School Amule, Ilorin

	26
	13%

	Government day JSS Secondary School Kulende, Ilorin
	70
	35%

	Government day JSS Secondary School Okelele, Ilorin
	40

	20%

	Banni Community JSS Secondary School, Ilorin
	40
	20%

	Ansarul Islam JSS Secondary School, Ilorin
	24
	12%


From Table 1 above respondents from GDJS, Kulende had the highest representation with 35% of the total sample. GDJS Okelele and BCJS Ilorin, 20% each while the remaining 25% is from GAC, Amule, and AIJS Ilorin respectively. This implies that majority of the respondents are from GDJS Kulende, followed by the duo of GDJS Okelele and BCJS Ilorin
Table 4.2:
Distribution of respondents by sex
	Sex
	N
	%

	Male
	50
	50%

	Female
	50
	50%

	Total
	100
	100


The table 2 above shows that equal numbers of respondents, that is 50 each were males and females. This represents 50% males and 50% female.

Table 4.3:
Distribution of respondents by age
	Age
	N
	%

	10yrs 
	10
	10%

	11yrs   
	20
	20%

	12yrs 
	20
	20%

	13yrs
	50
	50%

	
	
	

	Total
	100
	100%

	
	
	



The table 3 above shows that 10% of the total respondents were 10yrs, 20% came twice of total respondents were 11yrs and 12yrs respectively while 50% were 13yrs.

Table 4.4:

Distribution of respondents by category
	Category of respondent
	N
	%

	Student
	74
	74%

	Teacher
	10
	10%

	Principal
	6
	6%

	Total
	100
	100

	
	
	


Table 4 shows that 74 respondents were students 10% were teachers while 6% of the total respondents were principals, respectively.
R.Q. 1
What are the reading needs of students in JSS in Ilorin, Kwara State?
Table 1
Reading needs of students in JSS in Ilorin, Kwara State
	S/N
	READING NEEDS
	Yes
	No

	1. 
	Interest in book and information material that promote understanding
	83%
	17%

	2. 
	Interpretation of written symbols, formal language of books, words and letters in book for information
	78%
	22%

	3. 
	Reading and comprehension as basis of knowledge
	82%
	18%

	4. 
	Technology growth demands reading
	66%
	34%

	5. 
	Good pronunciation of English sound is relevant to effective reading
	72%
	28%


Source: field survey, 2025.


Table 1, above shows that 83% of the respondents agree that interest in book and information material that promote understanding is reading need, while 17% of them disagree by the word No.  Item 2 on the table above shows that 78% of the students support the view that Interpretation of written symbols, formal language of books, words and letters in book for information constitute reading need, while 22% do not. Item 3 on the table above, on reading need, shows that 82% of the students concord to reading and comprehension as basis of knowledge. Item 4 on the table above shows that 66% of the respondents agree technology growth demands reading, and 34% do not. Item 5 on the table above shows that 72% agree good pronunciation of English sound is relevant to effective reading, but 28% do not.
R.Q. 2 What facilities are required for reading need of JSS students in Ilorin Kwara State?
Table 2.  Facilities required for reading need of JSS students in Ilorin, Kwara State
	S/N
	FACILITIES REQUIRED FOR READING
	Yes
	No

	1. 
	Teacher’s assistance make or mar reading
	17%
	83%

	2. 
	Parents aid in the process by reading to children
	33%
	77%

	3. 
	Learners should listen to good models
	42%
	58%

	4. 
	The volume of books can encourage or discourage a learner to read
	30%
	70%

	5. 
	Technology growth is functional to effective reading 
	66%
	34%

	6. 
	Other materials e.g. audio-visuals, pictures charts etc. promote reading
	65%
	35%


Source: field survey, 2025
Table 2 above reveals that 17% of the respondents agree that teacher’s assistance make or mar reading, while, 83% of them do not agree. Item 2 on the table above shows that 33% uphold that parents aid in the process by reading to children, whereas, 77% of the total population declined that. Item 3 on the table above reads that facilities required for reading include learners should listen to good models by 42% of the of the majority opinion, while 58% is against the view. Item 4 on the table above shows that 30% of the respondents hold the view that the volume of books around student can encourage or discourage a learner to read, while 70% of them literarily believe books as in the library is not to force reading on student. Item 5 on the table above shows that 66% of the majority views are that technology growth is functional to effective reading but 34% state otherwise. Other materials e.g. audio-visuals, pictures charts etc. promote reading; this is the view of 65% of the whole sample, but the remaining 35% decline these facilities are not requirements for same.
R.Q. 3
What is the effect of reading on academic performance of student in JSS in Ilorin Kwara State?

Table 3
Effect of reading on academic performance of student in JSS in Ilorin Kwara State
	S/N
	EFFECTS OF READING ON ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
	Yes
	No

	1. 
	Reading well make student perform well in exam
	83%
	17%

	2. 
	Conscious effort is made from learning to read and reading to learn
	95%
	5%

	3. 
	Effective reading promotes the ability to write well
	99%
	1%

	4. 
	Understands the formal language of books, read words and letters in book; can tell a story or give useful information
	66%
	44%

	5. 
	Reading makes room for correction of mistakes
	28%
	72%


Source: field survey, 2025.

Table 3, above shows “Reading well make student perform well in exam” , (83%). Conscious effort is made from learning to read and reading to learn (95%). Effective reading promotes the ability to write well, (99%). Understands the formal language of books, read words and letters in book; can tell a story or give useful information, (66%) Reading makes room for correction of mistakes, (72%).
Discussion

From the analysis of the questionnaire it can be deduce that interest in book is a reading need; Interpretation of written symbols, formal language of books, words and letters in book for information constitute reading need, and reading and comprehension form basis of knowledge. Similarly, technology growth demands reading, and good pronunciation of English sound is relevant to effective reading, as well.
Teacher’s assistance make or mar reading, in the same way parents aid in the process by reading to children, whereas, learners should listen to good models by emulation. The volume of books at students’ disposal can encourage or discourage them viz a viz, technology growth is a factor to effective reading but are audio-visuals, pictures charts etc are requirements for same.

Reading well make student perform well in exam, there is no doubt about that in line with Chall and Stahl (2008), that anyone who can read would be better informed than one who cannot read. Conscious effort is made from learning to read and reading to learn as a result of acquisition of reading skill. Effective reading promotes the ability to write well, understands the formal language of books, read words and letters in book, or tell a story or give useful information
CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

Summary

The main focus of the research work was to investigate the reading need of JSS student in Ilorin, Kwara State, see how student read (symbols and in-print environment) and how equipped he is in reading in order to perform well in examinations. Five public secondary schools in Ilorin, Kwara State were purposely selected. They include: Government day JSS Secondary School Amule, Ilorin, Government day JSS Secondary School Kulende, Ilorin, Government day JSS Secondary School Okelele, Ilorin, Banni Community JSS Secondary School, Ilorin and Ansarul Islam JSS Secondary School, Ilorin. Random sampling procedure was adopted to select one hundred (100) respondents as twenty were selected from each sampled school to supply information on questionnaire.
Interest in book is a reading need; Interpretation of written symbols, formal language of books, words and letters in book for information constitute reading need, and reading and comprehension form basis of knowledge. Similarly, technology growth demands reading, and good pronunciation of English sound is relevant to effective reading, as well.

Teacher’s assistance make or mar reading, in the same way parents aid in the process by reading to children, whereas, learners should listen to good models by emulation. The volume of books at students’ disposal can encourage or discourage them viz a viz, technology growth is a factor to effective reading but are audio-visuals, pictures charts etc are requirements for same.

Reading well make student perform well in exam, there is no doubt about that in line with Chall and Stahl (2008), that anyone who can read would be better informed than one who cannot read. Conscious effort is made from learning to read and reading to learn as a result of acquisition of reading skill. Effective reading promotes the ability to write well, understand the formal language of books, read words and letters in book, tell a story or give useful information.
Conclusion

From this research work it can rightly be concluded that interest in book is a reading need; Interpretation of written symbols, formal language of books, words and letters in book for information constitute reading need, and reading and comprehension form basis of knowledge. Similarly, technology growth demands reading, and good pronunciation of English sound is relevant to effective reading, as well.

It also revealed that teacher’s assistance make or mar reading, in the same way parents aid in the process by reading to children, whereas, learners should listen to good models by emulation. The volume of books at students’ disposal can encourage or discourage them viz a viz, technology growth is a factor to effective reading but are audio-visuals, pictures charts etc are requirements for same.

The effects are reading well make student perform well in exam, because anyone who can read would be better informed than one who cannot read. Conscious effort is made from learning to read and reading to learn as a result of acquisition of reading skill. Also, effective reading promotes the ability to write well, understand the formal language of books, read words and letters in books, or tell a story or give useful information. 
Recommendation
The researcher recommends the followings:
1. While not neglecting the other language skills, reading should be taught with required dexterity if student are to be useful to themselves even after leaving school.

2. Qualified teachers should be employed to handle the teaching of language while on-the-job training should be encourage.

3. Well-equipped libraries should be provided for our schools, facilities such as the internet should be provided for our schools, etc. should be provided.

4. Since interest and motivation are essential ingredients required in the teaching of reading, conscious effort must be made by teachers to arouse and sustain the interest of the learners. Also teachers must be innately interest in reading.
5. The school curriculum should be re-designed to make adequate provision for the teaching and learning of reading on a very regular basis.

6. A throwback approach should be used whereby readers club reading association etc. should be introduced to arouse learner’s interest in the reading culture.

7. More literature books should be written on contemporary issues that are of interest to the learners.

8. Parents should demonstrate a renewed commitment to aiding their children to be much more interested in the all-important business of reading.

Suggestion for Further Studies  

This research is opened to further studies as everything concerning reading cannot be gathered in this work. Therefore, further researches on this topic and into other areas of reading difficulties among leaners of English as a second and official language in Nigeria should be explored. They should venture into such areas, as the impact of reading efficiently in the development of English learners.  
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT, SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

ANALYSIS OF READING NEEDS AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF JSS STUDENT IN ILORIN, KWARA STATE
This questionnaire is designed to find out the reading needs of JSS English Language student in Ilorin Kwara State. The exercise is principally for research purposes. You are kindly requested to respond in sincerity. The information given will be treated confidentially.

Section A: Personal Information

Name of School: …………………………………………………………………

Sex: Male (   )   Female   (   )     

Age: 10yrs (   )   11yrs   (   ) 12yrs (   )   13yrs   (   ) Others, Pls. specify………...

Category of respondent: Student (   )   teacher   (   ) Others, Pls. specify………...

Section B:
The following statements describe relationship between reading need and academic performance of student in junior secondary school in Ilorin, Kwara State.


Please tick appropriate column (Yes, No) in accordance with the statement appealing to you. 
	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	YES
	NO

	A
	READING NEEDS
	
	

	1.
	Interest in book and information material that promote understanding
	
	

	2.
	Interpretation of written symbols, formal language of books, words and letters in book for information
	
	

	3.
	Reading and comprehension as basis of knowledge
	
	

	4.
	Technology growth demands reading 
	
	

	5.
	Good pronunciation of English sound is relevant to effective reading
	
	

	B.
	FACILITIES REQUIRED FOR READING
	
	

	1.
	Teachers assistance make or mar reading 
	
	

	2.
	Parents aid in the process by reading to children
	
	

	3.
	Learners should listen to good models
	
	

	4.
	The volume of books can encourage or discourage a learner to read
	
	

	5.
	Technology growth is functional to effective reading 
	
	

	6.
	Other materials e.g. audio-visuals, pictures charts etc. promote reading
	
	

	C
	EFFECTS OF READING ON ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
	
	

	1.
	Reading well make student perform well in exam
	
	

	2.
	Conscious effort is made from learning to read and reading to learn
	
	

	3.
	Effective reading promotes the ability to write well


	
	

	4.
	Understands the formal language of books, read words and letters in book can tell a story or give useful information


	
	

	5.
	Reading makes room for correction of mistakes


	
	


46

