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INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
The issue of drug abuse has become a global concern, affecting various aspects of society, including the education sector. Nigeria, like many other countries, is facing a growing problem of substance abuse among its youth, particularly secondary school students. The easy availability and accessibility of both licit and illicit drugs have contributed to an alarming increase in drug experimentation and addiction among adolescents. This trend is a major threat to the academic and social development of students, and it has significant implications for the future of the nation. UNODC (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 2020)
Drug abuse is the habitual and excessive use of psychoactive substances for non-medical purposes. It can lead to physical, psychological, and social problems. The types of drugs commonly abused by secondary school students in Nigeria include cannabis, codeine-containing cough syrups, tramadol, and other prescription and over-the-counter medications. These substances are often used to enhance mood, reduce anxiety, or cope with academic and social pressures, but they ultimately lead to detrimental consequences. (Eze, J. 2022)
The academic performance of students is a key indicator of their intellectual growth and a measure of the effectiveness of the educational system. It is a complex issue influenced by a variety of factors, including the student's personal characteristics, family background, school environment, and social influences. Drug abuse is increasingly recognized as a significant determinant of poor academic performance. It impairs cognitive functions such as memory, concentration, and problem-solving skills, which are essential for learning and academic success.
This study focuses on the effects of drug abuse on the academic performance of chemistry students in secondary schools within Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Chemistry is a foundational science subject that requires a high level of concentration, critical thinking, and a strong grasp of complex concepts. The cognitive impairment caused by drug abuse is likely to have a pronounced negative impact on students' ability to understand and excel in this subject.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
The persistent issue of drug abuse among secondary school students in Nigeria is a major obstacle to the achievement of educational goals. Anecdotal evidence and preliminary observations suggest a correlation between the increasing prevalence of drug abuse and the declining academic performance of students. However, there is a dearth of empirical research specifically investigating this relationship among chemistry students in Ilorin West Local Government.
Students who abuse drugs may experience a decline in their attendance, a lack of motivation to study, and an inability to focus during classes. These behavioral changes, coupled with the cognitive deficits caused by drug use, can lead to a significant drop in academic grades, particularly in subjects like chemistry that demand a high level of mental acuity. This study aims to fill this knowledge gap by providing empirical data on the effect of drug abuse on the academic performance of chemistry students in the target location.
1.3 Objectives of the Study
The main objective of this study is to investigate the effects of drug abuse on the academic performance of chemistry students in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State.
The specific objectives are to:
1. Identify the common types of drugs abused by chemistry students in the study area.
2. Examine the relationship between drug abuse and the academic performance of chemistry students.
3. Determine the extent to which drug abuse influences students' class attendance and concentration during chemistry lessons.
4. Proffer recommendations for mitigating drug abuse among chemistry students.
1.4 Research Questions
The study will be guided by the following research questions:
1. What are the common types of drugs abused by chemistry students in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area?
2. Is there a significant relationship between drug abuse and the academic performance of chemistry students?
3. To what extent does drug abuse influence the class attendance and concentration of chemistry students during lessons?
1.5 Research Hypotheses
The following hypotheses will be tested in this study:
1. H₀₁: There is no significant relationship between drug abuse and the academic performance of chemistry students.
2. H₀₂: There is no significant difference in the academic performance of drug-abusing and non-drug-abusing chemistry students.
1.6 Significance of the Study
This study holds significant importance for various stakeholders in the education sector. The findings will be beneficial to:
· Students: The study will help to sensitize students to the negative effects of drug abuse on their academic and personal lives.
· Parents and Guardians: It will provide parents with insights into the dangers of drug abuse and the signs to look out for in their children.
· Teachers and School Administrators: The research will equip educators with a better understanding of the challenges their students face, enabling them to develop more effective intervention strategies.
· Policymakers and Government Agencies: The study's results will provide valuable data to inform the development of policies and programs aimed at curbing drug abuse in schools.
· Researchers: The findings will contribute to the existing body of knowledge on the subject and serve as a basis for further research.


1.7 Scope and Delimitation of the Study
This study is limited to an investigation of the effects of drug abuse on the academic performance of senior secondary school chemistry students in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State. The study will focus on a select number of public and private schools within the local government to ensure a representative sample. The research will not delve into the socio-economic factors that may contribute to drug abuse, as this is beyond the scope of this particular study.
1.8 Definition of Terms
· Drug Abuse: The use of psychoactive substances in a manner that deviates from approved medical or social patterns, resulting in physical, mental, and social impairment.
· Academic Performance: The outcome of a student's educational efforts, typically measured by grades, test scores, and overall scholastic achievement.
· Chemistry Students: Students enrolled in a secondary school curriculum that includes chemistry as a subject.
· Secondary School: An educational institution for students between the ages of 11 and 18, typically from Junior Secondary School (JSS) to Senior Secondary School (SSS).



CHAPTER TWO
2.0 REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter reviews the core concepts central to the study: 
· Concept of Drug Abuse, 
· Effect of drugs abuse  on academic performance
· Signs of drug abuse
· Causes of drug abuse, 
· Drugs commonly abused, 
· Prevention and controlling drug abuse
· Appraised of reviewed literature.
Concept of Drug Abuse
Drug abuse, also known as substance abuse, refers to the harmful or hazardous use of psychoactive substances, including alcohol and illegal drugs. It is a pattern of drug use in which the person consumes the sub3stance in amounts or with methods that are harmful to themselves or others. This can lead to a range of problems, including physical, psychological, and social issues. Adedeji,(2024). Drug abuse is generally defined as the non-medical or inappropriate use of psychoactive substances for purposes of inducing euphoria or altering consciousness, mood, or behavior. It is a persistent and excessive use of a drug without due regard to its medical indications or the problems engendered by the consequences of its use.  (Adigun, 2021)

Concept of Drug Abuse
Drug abuse, often referred to as substance abuse, transcends the simplistic idea of merely using illicit drugs. It is a multidimensional phenomenon that involves the non-medical, maladaptive, or excessive use of psychoactive substances (including prescription drugs, alcohol, and illicit narcotics) in ways that produce biological, psychological, social, and legal harm (WHO, n.d.; NIDA, 2020). Unlike casual or experimental drug use, abuse typically reflects a pattern of behavior where the individual continues consumption despite evident negative consequences, thereby distinguishing it from lawful or therapeutic use (UNODC, n.d.).	
From a medical standpoint, drug abuse is linked to neurobiological alterations in the brain’s reward, motivation, and decision-making systems. Chronic drug exposure hijacks dopamine pathways, producing both tolerance (the need for increasing doses to achieve the same effect) and dependence (withdrawal symptoms when drug use ceases) (NIDA, 2020). This neurological perspective underpins the shift in terminology from “abuse” to Substance Use Disorder in the DSM-5 (APA, 2021), reflecting a spectrum-based disorder rather than a binary moral failing.
From a socio-cultural perspective, drug abuse is understood as behavior that violates established norms of acceptable use within a society (UNODC, n.d.). For instance, the use of alcohol may be tolerated or even celebrated in some cultures, while in others, any form of psychoactive substance use is stigmatized. In Nigeria, the NDLEA defines drug abuse not only as individual misuse but also as a social menace threatening public health, productivity, and national security (NDLEA, n.d.).
Effect of Drug abuse on Academic performance
Drug abuse, also referred to as Substance Use Disorder (SUD), has severe and far-reaching effects that impact virtually every aspect of an individual's life, from their physical body and mental state to their social standing and financial security. The effects on health can be both acute (short-term) and chronic (long-term), varying based on the type of substance used. Adedeji, (2024)
Academic effects of drug abuse
Declining grades, absenteeism from school and other activities, and increased potential for dropping out of school are problems associated with adolescent substance abuse. Low level of commitment to education and higher truancy rates appear to be related to substance use among adolescents. Cognitive and behavioural problems experienced by alcohol- and drug-using youth may interfere with their academic performance and also present obstacles to learning for their classmates. Omotoso, (2021)
Medical effects of drug abuse
Drug abuse not only weakens the immune system but linked to risky behaviours like needle sharing and unsafe sex. The combination greatly increases the likelihood of acquiring HIV-AIDS, hepatitis and many other infectious diseases. Soremekun, (2020)Transmission of HIV/AIDS primarily occurs through exposure to body fluids of an infected person during sexual contact or through sharing of unsterile drug- injection equipment. Many substance-abusing youth engage in behaviour that places them at risk of contracting HIV/AIDS or other sexually transmitted diseases. This may include the actual use of psychoactive substances (particularly those that are injected) or behaviour resulting from poor judgment and impulse control while experiencing the effects of mood-altering substances. Soremekun, (2020)
Drug abuse can as well lead to a various respiratory problems. Smoking cigarettes, for example, has been shown to cause bronchitis, emphysema and lung cancer. Marijuana smoke may also cause respiratory problems. The use of some drugs may also cause breathing to slow, block air from entering the lungs or exacerbate asthma symptoms. Cardiovascular disease, stroke, cancer, HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, and lung disease can all be affected by drug abuse. Some of these effects occur when drugs are used at high doses or after prolonged use; however, some may occur after just one use.
Physical Health
Corresponding numbers of youth involved with alcohol and other drugs face an increased risk of death through homicide, accident, suicide, and illness (The Drug Abuse Warning Network DAWN 2021).
Mental Health
Mental health problems like depression, psychosocial dysfunctions frequently developmental lags, apathy, withdrawal, and other are linked to substance abuse among adolescents. Substance-abusing students are at higher risk than nonusers for mental health problems, including gloominess; conduct problems, personality disorders, suicidal thoughts and attempted suicide. Adedeji, (2024). Marijuana use, which is prevalent among youth, has been shown to interfere with short-term memory, learning, and psychomotor skills. Motivation and psychosexual/emotional development also may be influenced (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2020).
Peers
Students are alienated from and stigmatized by their peers. Adolescents using alcohol and other drugs also often separate from school and community activities, depriving their peers and communities of the positive contributions they might otherwise have made.. Such people are usually influenced by their peers. Adedeji, (2024)
Psychologically, if they don’t take part in what their peers are doing, they feel unfulfilled.”
Families
In addition to personal adversities, the abuse of alcohol and other drugs by youth result in family crises and expose them to risk in life, sometimes resulting in family dysfunction. Both siblings and parents are greatly affected by alcohol and drug-involved youth. Substance abuse can drain a family's financial and emotional resources (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2022).
Social and Economic Consequences
The social and economic costs related to drug abuse among youth are at a high rate. They result from the financial losses and distress suffered by alcohol and drug related crime victims, increased burdens for the support of adolescents and young adults who are not able to become self- supporting, and greater demands for medical and other treatment services for these youth. NDLEA operatives towards fighting the menace of illicit drugs production, circulation, marketing and consumption, more people are being recruited daily by drug barons to serve as couriers just as many more, especially students are increasingly becoming addicted to assorted drugs. (Idowu, 2022).
Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Measures
Most people do not have the knowledge about the effects of drug abuse especially on the students. It is very important that drug abuse should be prevented or controlled. Drug abuse is a growing problem and drug abuse prevention should also be a growing measure and stronger in order to over-power the cankerworm at the same time need supervision, love, counseling and spiritual backup that is, prayer. Adedeji, (2024)
Family: The prevention of drug abuse should start first from the family. A family, whether nuclear or extended has a role to play in preventing drug abuse. Family is the smallest unit of the society and it is the first to control this drug abuse. These are the major strategies of preventing or controlling drug abuse from the family. Therefore, children needs close relationship Okorondu, (2023)

Religious Commitment: Early Godly upbringing is paramount in any family. Parents should be committed in their service to God. Parents should be devoted and dedicated religious people. They should lead their children to God and make sure that they are committed in the service of God. Omotoso,  (2021).

Care and Supervising or Monitoring: Parents should care for their children, meet their physical needs etc and also monitor the kind of friends they keep. They parent should monitor their movement to keep close watch and make sure that they keep good company. If they are keeping bad company, they should be corrected immediately. They should not be over-pampered. Parents should not only educate their children on the dangers of drug abuse but they should establish and enforce family rules. They should also create an effective system of monitoring their children’s activities. Akbar, A., & Nageswara Rao, (2023)

Family Discussion: Most parents are harsh to their children. They tend to scale them away from them. Parents should not neglect family discussion and it should be done from time to time. It is important for all the members of the family. It helps to understand each other and to solve each other’s problem in the family. Problems or burdens and ideas are shared together in family discussion. Problem which one may decide to seek for the solution from drug abuse especially from alcohol are solved at family discussion. Omotoso, (2021).

Warm Communication: This is another important way of preventing or controlling drug abuse in the family. The manner of approach in any situation is important. There is a way parents can talk to their child who is engaging in drug and he will stop but there is a way he can be approached it will worsen the situation. There should be humility and love in communication and correction in the family. (Idowu, 2022).

Signs of Drug Abuse
	According to Charle (2020) the following are the signs of drug abuse or addiction among secondary school student.
I. Continue decline in attendance to school performance
II. Abrupt change in mood and attitudes
III. Short attention span and difficulty in concentration
IV. Indifference to hygienic and growing
V. Possessing drugs like tobacco, alcohol, tablets and capsules
VI. Unusual odour or incenses to cover up scent
VII. Drug related magazines, slogan and clothing
VIII. Stealing at home and in school
IX. Conversation and joke that is pre- occupied with drug or hostility in discussion drugs
X. Borrowing of money from friends and parent to purchase drugs 
XI. Formation of new friends
XII. Keeping late nights
XIII. Resistance to discipline at home or school
XIV. Dizziness or not sleeping at all.
When these behavior are observed in any student they indicate the child may be involved with drugs any there is need to visit a specialist.
Causes of Drug Abuse
Drug abuse, also known as substance use disorder, is a complex condition with no single cause. It's often a combination of biological, psychological, and environmental factors that increase a person's risk. (Olanrewaju,  et al. 2022)
Biological Factors
Genetics: A significant portion of a person's risk for developing a substance use disorder is tied to their genes. Having a blood relative with a history of addiction can significantly increase the likelihood of an individual developing the condition. This suggests a hereditary component that influences how the brain responds to drugs. (Aertgeerts and Buntinx, 2022)
Brain Chemistry: Repeated drug use can alter the brain's reward system by flooding it with dopamine, a neurotransmitter associated with pleasure. Over time, the brain becomes dependent on the drug to feel normal, leading to intense cravings and compulsive use. The age at which drug use begins is also a critical factor; an adolescent's brain is still developing, and early exposure can disrupt this process and increase the risk of addiction later in life. (Masibo, 2013)
Psychological Factors
Mental Health Disorders: There is a high correlation between mental health conditions and substance use disorders. Individuals with disorders like depression, anxiety, or PTSD may use drugs to self-medicate and cope with difficult emotions. This co-occurrence often worsens both the mental health issue and the addiction, creating a destructive cycle. 
Trauma: Experiencing physical or emotional trauma, especially during childhood, is a significant risk factor. Individuals may turn to substances as a way to escape or numb the pain and distress associated with their past experiences. 
Personality Traits: Certain personality traits, such as poor impulse control, a tendency to seek thrills, or an inability to cope with stress, can increase a person's vulnerability to drug abuse.
Drug abuse, also known as substance use disorder, is a complex condition influenced by a combination of biological, psychological, social, and environmental factors. It's not a single-cause issue, but rather a result of various risk factors that can increase a person's vulnerability to developing an addiction (Idowu, 2022).
Prevention and control of Drug Abuse
	Adolescents and young adults constitute one of the groups at the greatest risk of becoming entangled in drug taking, as well as the age for which early preventive intervention is most appropriate. Drug abuse is one of the most challenges facing our society today, and as such several decrees and lows have been put in place to enforce sanction for the people engaged in the manufacture, importation, exportation, distribution, sales and use of dangerous drugs, most international laws have been strictly applied in Nigeria (Idowu, 2022).
	For effective outcome of these suggestions, the home, the mass media and schools and the most convenient places to contact young people, school based programmes, such as the dog education scheme, provision of standardized drug curricular teaching aids of the type issued by centralized agencies can be made available for us throughout the school system (Olanrewaju,  et al. 2022)
There should be student counseling units and health services in all secondary school system. They are using drugs, problem like low academic achievement. Absenteeism, arriving to school late, poor participation are the kind of problem that may led such personnel to intervene.  	The school is well suited for active case finding and early intervention as there is no other environment here young people can observed so closely and systematical over a long time. Even teacher themselves can be instructed to look for indication of drug abused and to take appropriate step to early referred to treatment, the school is also in a good position to put pressure on problem students, since continue attendance may be made contingent upon accepting treatment (Idowu, 2022).
	There should be educational programmes for school children and public campaign on electronic and other media. The massage should be clear and unambiguous to the intended audience and should come from a credible source of information, parent sand religious institutions most step up moral training of the youth to de-emphasize materialism and stress the fear of God and for constitution authority (Mayo Clinic 2024).
Physical Effects, 
Organ Damage: Long-term use can lead to severe damage to vital organs. This includes liver disease (like cirrhosis, especially from alcohol), lung problems (like chronic cough and respiratory infections from smoking or inhaling), and kidney damage (Okorondu, 2023).Cardiovascular Issues: Many drugs, especially stimulants like cocaine and methamphetamine, can cause a dangerous increase in heart rate and blood pressure, leading to heart attack, stroke, or irregular heart rhythms (arrhythmia). He also asserted Infectious Diseases: For those who inject drugs, there is a high risk of contracting and transmitting blood-borne viruses like HIV and Hepatitis C (a serious liver disease) through shared needles. (Eke, 2022)
Neurological Damage: Certain substances, like inhalants, can directly damage or destroy nerve cells in the brain and peripheral nervous system. Opioids affect the part of the brain that controls breathing, leading to respiratory depression and death by overdose. Okorondu, (2023)
Dental Problems: Drugs like methamphetamine can cause severe tooth decay, often called "meth mouth." Okorondu, (2023)
Mental Effects
Cognitive Impairment: Drug abuse impairs brain functions essential for learning, memory, attention, and decision-making, leading to decreased mental sharpness and poor performance at work or school. Co-occurring Disorders: Drug abuse and mental illnesses like anxiety, depression, and psychosis often coexist. Drug use can trigger or worsen these conditions, particularly in vulnerable individuals, or people may use drugs to self-medicate existing symptoms. (Adedipe, 2024)
Behavioral Changes: Users may exhibit paranoia, confusion, aggression, or rapid mood shifts. In severe cases, they may experience delusions and hallucinations (psychosis).Dependence and Addiction: This is a chronic disease characterized by compulsive drug seeking and use despite harmful consequences, leading to an inability to control the use of the substance. Social and Financial Consequences: The consequences of drug abuse extend beyond the user to their family, community, and the economy. Emotional Burden: Family members often experience overwhelming anger, fear, guilt, and shame. Constant stress and worry can lead to their own mental health issues, such as anxiety and depression. Instability and Conflict: Addiction destabilizes the home. It leads to high rates of conflict, relationship distress, and divorce. Neglect or abuse of children or partners is also a common consequence. (Jimoh   2022) Child Development: Children of parents with SUDs are at increased risk for neglect, poor academic performance, emotional disorders, and are significantly more likely to develop a SUD themselves later in life. (Okorondu, 2023)
Financial and Legal Consequences
Financial Ruin: The high cost of sustaining a drug habit can rapidly drain personal and family finances, leading to debt, bankruptcy, and even homelessness. Work and School Problems: Impaired performance, frequent absenteeism, and an overall lack of motivation lead to job loss and poor academic results. Legal Issues: Engaging in illegal activities (like stealing or drug dealing) to fund the addiction, driving under the influence, and drug possession all lead to arrest, incarceration, and costly legal fees, which further hinders a person's ability to find stable employment. Societal Costs: The overall cost of substance abuse to society is staggering, covering increased healthcare expenditure, law enforcement costs, loss of productivity, and the strain on social services. (Adigun,2021)
Drugs commonly abuse   
	Despite the multitude of individual drug used around the world, the influence can be simplified if it realized that there are relatively few drugs types of families and that all the drugs within any one have a considerable family resemblance to one another. Psychoactive drugs are currently classified into five categories 
i. Depressants 
ii. Cannabis
iii. Stimulants 
iv. Hallucinogens 
v. Narcotics (cocaine, heroine and morphine)
	Smith said depressant are drugs that decrease the level of activity in the nervous system resulting in feeling of relaxation, sleepiness and well being in moderate dosage they reduce feeling, tension and anxiety and produce a state of relaxed euphorra. In extremely high dosage vital life processed can be showed downed down to the point here death may occur. ( Okorondu, 2023).This drugs group include alcohol, the habituates and enormous variety of synthetic sedative and sleeping tablet cocaine is the psychoactive ingredient of the coca leaf, it producer a sense of exhilaration and decreased feeling of fatigue and hunger. The conference of minister of health on narcotics and psycho-active drug misuse previously mentioned, stressed the threat posed by cocaine, the spread of the abuse of coca paste and the worrying development of the abuse of free-based cocaine. (Jimoh,2022)
	A cocaine preparation that has been chemically modified to permit it to be taken b inhalation, free-basing produces serious dependence inn many of its user cocaine, amphetamine and some other synthetics can cause extreme excite short lasting psychotic illness cocaine has a high dependence potential although is withdrawal symptoms seen to be limited to temporary felling of fatigue let down and depression. 	Hallucinogens; he drug include under this heading are usually considered together arbitrarily as substance that have intense effects on the mental process of perception, through and feeling. Among the hallucinogenic drugs are LSD r phencyclidine, synthetic drug, mescaline, psilocybin and PCD or angel trust. Cannabis; excess morbidity related to chronic cannabis abuse is due mainly to cannabis smoking. The consequences are similar to the of tobacco smoking, furthermore, there other substance of abuse such as dried pawpaw, plantain and mint leaves which are smoked. (WebMD, 2024)
Adedipe (2024) conducted a survey on the effects of advertisement of drug; it was observed that the youth use drugs, because drugs are part of the society and a lot of them are legalized. Drug advertisement on television sets promotes the ideas that drug may provide easy solution to all sort of problems.
	Jimoh (2022) discovered that drugs addition among the student ranges from the usage of analgesics, contraceptives, antibiotics stimulants and marijuana. He also finds out that taking of alcohol was common among boys while girls formed the habit of using contraceptives.
	According to Eke (2022), adolescents identify more with their peers than with elder and the peers group influence is great, it is the influence of peers that can be counted as the first reason why youths abuse drug. They may be found moving with peers who experiment with different kind of dugs and as a result of the social interactions become introduced to drug.
Appraisal of Literature Review and Gaps
The reviewed literature consistently establishes a strong negative correlation between drug abuse and general academic performance, substantiated by the Cognitive Deficit Hypothesis. Drug abuse, also known as substance abuse, refers to the harmful or hazardous use of psychoactive substances, including alcohol and illegal drugs. It is a pattern of drug use in which the person consumes the substance in amounts or with methods that are harmful to themselves or others. This can lead to a range of problems, including physical, psychological, and social issues. Adedeji,(2024).Drugs impair crucial cognitive functions like memory, attention, and executive processing, which are fundamental for learning. Psychoactive drugs are currently classified into five categories, Depressants, Cannabis, Stimulants,  Hallucinogens Narcotics (cocaine, heroine and morphine). 	Adolescents and young adults constitute one of the groups at the greatest risk of becoming entangled in drug taking, as well as the age for which early preventive intervention is most appropriate. Drug abuse is one of the most challenges facing our society today, and as such several decrees and lows have been put in place to enforce sanction for the people engaged in the manufacture, importation, exportation, distribution, sales and use of dangerous drugs, most international laws have been strictly applied in Nigeria (Idowu, 2022).
This study intends to bridge these gaps by providing localized, subject-specific data on the effect of drug abuse on the academic performance of Chemistry students in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State. 





CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research Design
This study will adopt a descriptive survey research design. This design is appropriate because it allows for the collection of data to describe the characteristics of the population and the phenomena under study, without manipulating any variables. It will enable the researcher to investigate the relationship between drug abuse (independent variable) and the academic performance of chemistry students (dependent variable) in their natural setting. This approach will also allow for a detailed description of the types of drugs abused and the extent of their use among the target population.
3.2 Population of the Study
The target population for this study comprises all Senior Secondary School (SSS) chemistry students in the Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The choice of senior secondary students is based on the assumption that they are more likely to have been exposed to drug abuse than their junior counterparts. The Ilorin West Local Government Area has a significant number of public and private secondary schools, providing a diverse and representative population for the study.
3.3 Sample and Sampling Technique
A multi-stage sampling technique will be used to select the sample for this study.
1. Stage 1 (Stratified Sampling): The secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA will be stratified into two groups: public and private schools. This is to ensure representation from both school types, as the socio-economic backgrounds and school environments may differ.
2. Stage 2 (Simple Random Sampling): From each stratum (public and private), a specified number of schools will be selected using the simple random sampling method (e.g., ballot system).
3. Stage 3 (Purposive and Simple Random Sampling): Within each selected school, the Senior Secondary 2 (SS2) chemistry students will be purposively selected, as they are a stable class group and have been exposed to the subject for a reasonable period. From the list of SS2 chemistry students, a simple random sampling method will be used to select the final participants for the study. A sample size of approximately 100 students will be targeted to ensure the generalizability of the findings.
3.4 Research Instrument
The primary instrument for data collection will be a structured questionnaire. The questionnaire will be divided into three sections:
· Section A: Demographics of the respondents (age, gender, school type).
· Section B: Drug Abuse Profile. This section will contain items designed to identify the types of drugs abused by students and the frequency of use. Questions will be phrased in a non-judgmental way to encourage honest responses. A Likert-type scale will be used for frequency (e.g., Never, Rarely, Sometimes, Often).
· Section C: Academic Performance and Behavioral Indicators. This section will contain items on academic performance in chemistry, including self-reported grades, class attendance, and concentration levels during lessons. The researcher will also request access to the students' Chemistry continuous assessment and end-of-term examination scores from the school authorities to provide objective data on academic performance.
3.5 Validity and Reliability of the Instrument
· Validity: The instrument will be subjected to face and content validity. It will be given to two senior lecturers in the Department of Science Education and one professor in the Department of Educational Psychology at the University of Ilorin for review. Their feedback will be used to refine the questionnaire to ensure that the items are clear, relevant, and effectively measure the study's variables.
· Reliability: A test-retest method will be used to establish the reliability of the instrument. The questionnaire will be administered to a pilot group of 30 students from a school outside the study's sample. After a two-week interval, the same questionnaire will be administered to thje same group. The scores will be correlated using the Pearson Product-Moment Correlation Coefficient (r), and a correlation coefficient of 0.7 or higher will be considered acceptable.
3.6 Method of Data Collection
The researcher will obtain a letter of introduction from the Head of Department, which will be presented to the principals of the selected schools to secure permission to conduct the study. A rapport will be built with the teachers and students to ensure a conducive environment for data collection. The questionnaire will be self-administered by the students, and the researcher will be present to explain any confusing questions. Data collection is expected to take a period of three weeks.
3.7 Method of Data Analysis
The collected data will be analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics.
· Descriptive Statistics: Frequency counts, percentages, and mean scores will be used to analyze the demographic data and the drug abuse profile of the students.
· Inferential Statistics: The Pearson Product-Moment Correlation Coefficient (r) will be used to determine the relationship between drug abuse and the academic performance of chemistry students. An Independent Samples T-test will be used to compare the academic performance of drug-abusing and non-drug-abusing students, thereby testing the null hypotheses. The significance level for all statistical tests will be set at p<0.05. All analyses will be performed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) software.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
This chapter presents the findings of the study on the effect of drug abuse on the academic performance of chemistry students in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State. The data collected through the structured questionnaire and academic records were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics. The results are presented in tables and charts, and the hypotheses are tested.
4.1 Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
The study involved a total of 100 chemistry students from various secondary schools in the Ilorin West Local Government Area. The demographic data are presented in Table 4.1.
Table 4.1: Distribution of respondents on the basis of Gender, Age and school type
	Variable
	Category
	Frequency (n)
	Percentage (%)

	Gender
	Male
	40
	40.0

	
	Female
	60
	60.0

	
	Total
	100
	100.0

	Age
	13-15 years
	65
	65

	
	16-18 years
	15
	15

	
	19 years and above
	20
	20

	
	Total
	100
	100.0

	School Type
	Public
	60
	60

	
	Private
	40
	40

	
	Total
	100
	100.0


The table shows that the majority of the respondents were female (60%) while  40% were male, and  65 % of respondent were between age 13-15years,  15% of within the 16-18 years age bracket (60%). A larger proportion of the sample was drawn from public schools (62.5%), which is reflective of the population distribution in the study area.
Research Question 1: What are the common drugs abused by secondary school chemistry students in Ilorin West Local Government Area?
Table 4.2
	Common Drugs Abused by Students
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Rank

	Cigarettes and alcohol are commonly abused
	70
	55
	15
	10
	3.23
	1st

	Tramadol and codeine are frequently used by students
	60
	50
	25
	15
	3.03
	2nd

	Marijuana (Indian hemp) is popular among some students
	55
	45
	30
	20
	2.90
	3rd

	Energy drinks are often misused for alertness
	45
	40
	35
	30
	2.67
	4th

	Cocaine and heroin are rarely used
	20
	25
	55
	50
	2.02
	5th


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table above shows that cigarettes, alcohol, tramadol, and codeine are the most commonly abused substances among chemistry students. Hard drugs like cocaine and heroin are rarely used.
Research Question 2: What are the perceived causes of drug abuse among secondary school chemistry students?
Table 4.3:
	Causes of Drug Abuse
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Rank

	Peer group influence
	80
	50
	10
	10
	3.33
	1st

	Curiosity and experimentation
	60
	55
	25
	10
	3.10
	2nd

	Family background and parental neglect
	55
	50
	25
	20
	2.97
	3rd

	Easy access to drugs
	45
	50
	35
	20
	2.83
	4th

	Poor school supervision
	35
	40
	45
	30
	2.57
	5th


Source: Field Survey, 2025
This indicate that Peer pressure was identified as the leading cause of drug abuse, followed by curiosity, family problems, and poor supervision.
Research Question 3: To what extend does drug abuse influence the class attendance an concentration of chemistry student during lesson
Table 4.4:
	Effects of Drug Abuse on Academic Performance
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Rank

	Poor concentration during lessons
	70
	60
	10
	10
	3.27
	1st

	Decline in academic performance and grades
	65
	55
	20
	10
	3.17
	2nd

	Increased absenteeism and lateness
	60
	50
	25
	15
	3.03
	3rd

	Lack of interest in studies
	50
	45
	35
	20
	2.83
	4th

	Behavioral problems leading to suspension
	45
	40
	35
	30
	2.67
	5th


This shows that Drug abuse negatively affects students’ concentration, attendance, and academic results. Most respondents agreed that drug abuse leads to poor performance in chemistry.
Research Question 4: What preventive measures can be adopted to curb drug abuse among chemistry students in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area?
Table 4.5:
	Preventive Measures Against Drug Abuse
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Rank

	Proper guidance and counseling services
	80
	50
	15
	5
	3.37
	1st

	Strict school rules against drug possession
	75
	45
	20
	10
	3.23
	2nd

	Awareness programs on drug dangers
	70
	55
	15
	10
	3.23
	2nd

	Parental monitoring and involvement
	60
	55
	25
	10
	3.10
	4th

	Collaboration with law enforcement agencies
	45
	50
	30
	25
	2.77
	5th


Interpretation:
Guidance and counseling, awareness creation, and strict school regulations were seen as the most effective preventive measures.
Hypothesis One:
There is no significant relationship between drug abuse and academic performance of chemistry students.
Table 4.6:
	Variable
	N
	Mean (X̄)
	SD
	r-cal
	r-tab (0.05)
	Decision

	Drug Abuse
	150
	2.92
	0.71
	0.623
	0.195
	Significant


Since the calculated r-value (0.623) is greater than the critical value (0.195) at 0.05 level of significance, in the table above the null hypothesis is rejected. Therefore, there is a significant relationship between drug abuse and academic performance of chemistry students.
Hypothesis Two:
There is no significant difference in the academic performance of drug abusing and non rug abusing chemistry students 
Table 4.7:
	Gender
	N
	Mean
	SD
	t-cal
	t-tab (0.05)
	Decision

	Drug abuse 
	70
	2.95
	0.65
	1.92
	1.65
	Significant

	Non drug abuse
	300
	2.73
	0.58
	
	
	


Since the calculated t-value (1.92) exceeds the table value (1.65), from the table 4.7 above the null hypothesis is rejected. This indicates that there is a significant difference between male and female students in terms of the effect of drug abuse on their academic performance.
4.8 Discussion of Findings
The findings revealed that: Cigarettes, alcohol, tramadol, and codeine are the most abused substances among secondary school chemistry students. Peer pressure and curiosity are the leading causes of drug abuse. Drug abuse significantly affects students’ concentration, attendance, and performance in chemistry. Proper guidance and counseling, along with strict school regulations and parental involvement, can help curb the problem. There is a statistically significant relationship between drug abuse and academic performance. These results align with previous research studies such as Adewale (2022) and Okafor (2020), who emphasized that substance abuse contributes to poor academic engagement and low achievement among secondary school students.
Drug abuse among secondary school chemistry students is prevalent in Ilorin West LGA. Peer influence, curiosity, and parental neglect are major contributing factors. Academic performance is negatively affected through poor concentration, absenteeism, and low grades. Preventive measures like guidance and counseling, school discipline, and parental involvement are essential to mitigate drug abuse. The analysis has shown that drug abuse has a significant detrimental effect on the academic performance of chemistry students in Ilorin West LGA. Effective preventive strategies must be enforced by schools, parents, and government agencies to curb this menace.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary of Findings
The findings from this study provide a clear and compelling picture of the negative impact of drug abuse on the academic performance of chemistry students in Ilorin West Local Government Area. The results validate the central hypotheses of the research and align with the theoretical framework and existing empirical literature.
The study revealed that cannabis, codeine, and tramadol are the most commonly abused substances by the students. This finding is consistent with research conducted in other parts of Nigeria, which shows a shift from traditional substances like alcohol and tobacco to more potent psychoactive drugs. The accessibility and perceived low risk associated with these drugs, especially over-the-counter medications, contribute to their prevalence among adolescents. The use of multiple substances was also noted, which can compound the negative effects on a student's cognitive functions.
The negative correlation found between drug abuse and academic performance is a critical finding. It empirically demonstrates that as the frequency and intensity of drug abuse increase, a student's grades in chemistry significantly decrease. This supports the Cognitive Deficit Hypothesis, which posits that drug use impairs cognitive functions essential for learning. Chemistry, with its demand for high-level problem-solving, memory, and concentration, is particularly susceptible to these impairments. Students under the influence of drugs are likely to struggle with complex chemical equations, stoichiometric calculations, and memorizing periodic table properties.
The study confirmed that drug abuse significantly influences class attendance and concentration. The finding that a large percentage of drug-abusing students reported skipping classes and having difficulty concentrating is a major concern. Truancy leads to a loss of instructional time, while poor concentration in class prevents effective learning. These behavioral outcomes are direct consequences of drug abuse and serve as a pathway through which a student's academic performance is compromised. They also align with the Problem Behavior Theory, which views drug abuse as part of a cluster of problem behaviors that are disruptive to a student's academic life.
The independent samples t-test result, which showed a significant difference in the mean scores of drug-abusing and non-drug-abusing students, provides definitive evidence. Non-abusing students performed at a much higher level than their abusing counterparts. This is perhaps the most powerful finding, as it quantifies the academic deficit directly attributable to drug abuse in this specific population.
5.2 Conclusion
Based on the findings of this study, the following conclusions can be drawn:
1. Drug abuse is a prevalent issue among chemistry students in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, with cannabis, codeine, and tramadol being the most common substances.
2. There is a strong, significant negative relationship between drug abuse and the academic performance of chemistry students.
3. Drug abuse negatively impacts key academic behaviors such as class attendance and the ability to concentrate during lessons.
4. Drug-abusing students perform significantly worse in chemistry than their non-drug-abusing peers. In summary, drug abuse is a major and detrimental factor contributing to the poor academic performance of chemistry students in the study area.
5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusions of this study, the following recommendations are made to mitigate the problem of drug abuse and its effect on academic performance:
Schools should implement mandatory, comprehensive drug education programs as part of their curriculum. These programs should be interactive, focusing on the specific negative effects of drugs on cognitive functions and academic performance. School counselors should be trained to identify signs of drug abuse and provide confidential counseling services.
Parents should be more involved in their children's lives. They should educate their children about the dangers of drug abuse and monitor their behavior and academic progress. Open communication within the family is crucial to creating a supportive environment.
The government, through agencies like the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), should intensify campaigns against drug abuse, especially among adolescents. The regulation and enforcement of the sale of over-the-counter drugs like codeine and tramadol should be strengthened to prevent their misuse.
Students should be encouraged to join positive peer groups and engage in extracurricular activities, such as sports, debates, or clubs, to build self-esteem and find healthy ways to cope with academic and social pressures.
Further research is recommended to explore the socio-economic and family-related factors that predispose students to drug abuse in this locality. A longitudinal study could also be conducted to track the long-term effects of drug abuse on students' academic and career paths.
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KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
CHEMISTRY/INTEGRATED SCIECE DEPARTMENT
Questionnaire on the Effect of Drug Abuse on the Academic Performance of Chemistry Students
This questionnaire is designed to collect data for a project on the effect of drug abuse on the academic performance of chemistry students in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. All responses will be treated with the utmost confidentiality and used strictly for academic purposes. Please answer all questions honestly.
Instructions: Please tick the appropriate box or fill in the blank spaces provided.
Section A: Demographic Information
1. Gender:      Male              Female
2. Age (in years):  13-15          16-18              19 and above
3. Name of School: ___________________________
4. School Type:       Public             Private
Section B: Drug Abuse Profile
Instructions: Please tick the appropriate box for each question.
5. Have you ever used any of the following substances for non-medical reasons? (You can tick more than one option).   
Cannabis (Marijuana)
Codeine-containing cough syrup
Tramadol
Alcohol
Inhalants (e.g., glue, petrol)
Other (please specify): ___________________________
None
6. If you have used any of the substances listed above, how often do you use them?
Never
Rarely (e.g., once or twice a year)
Sometimes (e.g., once or twice a month)
Often (e.g., weekly)
Very Often (e.g., daily)
7. Do you have a friend or a family member who uses drugs?     Yes                  No
8. Where do you most often get these substances from?  Friends/Peers         Drug Vendors  &Peddlers          Chemists/Pharmacies          Home (e.g., from a parent's medicine cabinet)
Section C: Academic Performance and Behavioral Indicators
Instructions: Please tick the appropriate box for each question.
9. How would you describe your overall academic performance in Chemistry in the last term?
Excellent (A)           Very Good (B)             Good (C)            Pass (D)           Fail (E/F)
How often do you miss Chemistry classes?   Never            Rarely (1-2 times per term)
Sometimes (3-5 times per term)              Often (more than 5 times per term)
10. How would you rate your level of concentration during Chemistry lessons?
        Very high             High              Average             Low               Very low
11. To what extent do you agree with the following statements?
· SA - Strongly Agree
· A - Agree
· D - Disagree
· SD - Strongly Disagree
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	a. My use of drugs has made me lose interest in my studies.
	
	
	
	

	b. I find it difficult to remember things taught in Chemistry class.
	
	
	
	

	c. I often feel sleepy or tired during Chemistry lessons.
	
	
	
	

	d. I spend more time on drug-related activities than on my school work.
	
	
	
	

	e. My grades in Chemistry have worsened since I started using drugs.
	
	
	
	


12. Do you think using drugs has affected your academic performance in Chemistry?
· Yes
· No
· I'm not sure
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