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ABSTRACT
This study focused on the Roles of Songs And Rhymes In Teaching English and Academic Performance of Primary School Pupils in Ilorin East LGA.  Survey research design was employed for the study and with the aid of convenience sampling method, 100 participant from five selected primary School in Ilorin East Local Government Kwara States. was selected as the respondent for the study. Well structure questionnaire was issued to the enrolled participants of which 100 of the instrument were retrieved and validated for the study. Data was analyzed in simple percentage using frequencies and tables. The study therefore recommends that Word reading in sentences or longer texts versus reading words in 	isolation also requires more study, provision of Instructional program that will ultimately help students with reading disabilities, based on the research carried out, there is need for a competent a teacher who will handle the aspect of the use of songs rhymes, average learners should be motivated during class period when 	teaching second language
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study 
English is as main need in this era. Technology has developed so fast. Many things related to children are served in the English language, like toys, games, learning process, etc. Meanwhile, not all parents can support their children in learning English. This need is responded to and supported by the school curriculum, especially in playgroups. Nevertheless, making children understand and practice English is not easy. They need to have fun learning, especially in appropriate media. 
Teaching English to young learners will be very interesting and challenging. The teaching and learning process is always fun and exciting. Teaching English to children is definitely different from teaching English to adults. Children have different characteristics, desires, and motivations. Since the children are very active, so the teacher should be attractive and patient in teaching. 
The teacher should be able to understand the characteristics of the students. As stated by Shin and Crandall in Paradisa (2017) that children are physically active, imaginative, easily distracted, and have a short attention span. Childhood is a period when children like to play and explore the environment. Fauziati (2015) also states that children like playing and talking about everything. They also understand and retain the meaning better when they see some objects associated with them. 
Piaget in Fauziati (2015) explains that the children constantly interact with the world around them, address the difficulties that the environment presents, and learning occurs as a result of taking action to solve the challenges. The child actively constructs the knowledge that arises from these behaviors rather than being imitated or born with it. Thought is considered as arising from action in this way; action is internalized or carried out mentally in the imagination, and thinking develops as a result. This implies kids learn by doing things with their hands or by observing and manipulating objects in their environment. They learn mostly by doing participation in activities.
It is clearly explained above that children learn something by doing activities. They commonly do not realize that they already get something to learn. Children learn by doing. It means that they learn language by using it: listening to it, speaking it, and writing it (Palim & Power in Fauziati, 2015). 
Teaching English to young learners needs an appropriate method and interesting media which can enliven the learning atmosphere. To improve children’s English vocabulary, Total Physical Response (TPR) is a method that can be used by the teacher (Ulya & Ichsan, 2021). Meanwhile, the Nursery rhyme is one of the media which meets both the requirements: developing children’s English vocabulary and enlivening the learning atmosphere. As stated by Fauziati (2015), nursery rhyme is one medium of classroom technique that creates an amusing atmosphere. By using nursery rhyme, the English learning for children will be fun and exciting. The children will be happy and not get bored. 
There are many kinds of audio type of materials that can be used in teaching and learning process such as songs, videos, movies, and rhymes. For teaching young learners, making a fun and unique classroom situation is good to gain their interest. According to Syahrul (2010), kids usually like to repeat on kind of activity or skills by practicing until they can really understand. Repeating something that is interesting for the kids can be implemented by using Nursery Rhymes. The use of nursery rhymes and storytelling in teaching English for young learners are expected to make the learning environment more relaxing and fun. It can help to boost the interest of young learners to learn English. According to Brewster (2012), songs or rhyme can be used in many ways in learning activity such as ice breaker, practicing language, and changing interests. 
According to Paradisa (2017), rhymes are simple traditional songs or poems for children. They contain word order and grammatical sentences that children can learn from. Most nursery rhymes are short, repetitive, and rhythmic. Due to the characteristics, it helps children recall what they have learned easily. However, there are some criteria that should be considered by the teacher in choosing appropriate rhymes A nursery rhyme is a way of using simple, repetitive poems with a young child. They can be fun and enjoyable adult– child activities. Nursery rhymes with movement or touching are the greatest because they help children understand the relationship between sounds, words, and events. They can give marvelous educational value to the children (Rini, 2017). Teaching nursery rhymes help young children become ready to learn to read. They hear new words and the ways of making sentences from the rhymes as many rhymes contain stories that help children understand and remember a series of events (Fauziati, 2015). It is in line with Sayakhan and Bradley that nursery rhymes can enhance early reading skills and phonemic awareness (Sayakhan & Bradley, 2019).
The teachers may use some supporting media in teaching English using nursery rhyme. Nursery rhymes can be taught through computers/laptop, mobile phones or tablets. There are also many nursery rhymes applications that can be used by teachers as a teaching aid in introducing the nursery rhymes. These applications provide nursery rhymes videos containing lyrics that children can sing along to. The animated videos provide visual aids to help the children understand words that are abstract (Paradisa, 2017). The usage of nursery rhymes applications will create a more enjoyable atmosphere for the children to learn English. 
Traditionally, conventional methods in the teaching of English as a foreign language, such as plain explaining and drilling, are unappealing and can be very monotonous to the students. Hence, this will inexorably affect and obstruct their spirit to learn that foreign language. New syllabuses are developed to depict the natural use of language in the real world so that the children can use the language and perform it pleasingly. And one of the main ways to achieve this goal is by means of the use of rhymes and songs.
Their use in the teaching of English is undoubtedly very natural. We cannot deny that, as human beings, we have a special ear for music. If we try teaching alphabets to a child, for example, we will realize that the child picks them up faster and hence will memorize them better if we sing them out for them. Songs are a form of language that use tones and rhythm and they are also the media of universal language for everybody. Language and music are known to have similar communicative modes.
 According to Peacock (2015), “they are aurally and orally transmitted, they both contain  phonetic, syntactic and semantic components and they develop early in life as social interactive media” (Peacock, 2017).
Many writers share the opinion that children are more motivated and stimulated in the foreign language classroom when authentic materials (rhymes, songs, realia…) are used rather than the artificial non-authentic materials (course books). Authentic materials increase the children’s level of involvement and concentration. This is the main accurate reason why rhymes and songs are the chief models of teaching the basic lessons to a child in the early years of life. Actually, different scientific research has shown off that the melody echoes in the child’s mind and the child soon grows familiar with the music and with the accompanying task. Taking that perspective into account, the current official English language teaching programs are chasing in on this natural human fondness for music enhanced by the use and further exploitation of songs in the teaching of the foreign language. Nonetheless, there are still quite a few more valid reasons for the use of songs in the teaching of English in Primary Education. Above all, songs are generally a real authentic source of language, valid for all purposes. Since a large part of the world nowadays listens to either English songs or songs in English, it will be more fun, for us and the children alike, to acquire a proper mastery of English or at least an adequate and desirable one.
Another important reason is that songs make up a powerful means of teaching English at all ages. We can use songs as a classroom activity in order to enrich our students’ vocabulary or to improve their grammar and the different English accents. Adding that rhymes and songs are basic elements of each human society does not constitute any update or novelty.
They show many aspects of the culture of each society as they occur in all phases of our life, from birth to death. Since they play an important role in the process of learning and using our mother tongue, they are also quite important in the learning of any foreign language, and especially for young learners. Along this article, we aim to describe the importance of using rhymes and songs in the teaching of English as a foreign language at a primary level.
Statement of the Problem
The ability to communicate with peers and adults in the educational setting is essential for pupils to succeed in school. Children develop speech early in their lives especially when appropriate strategies are used to enhance speech development. One of such strategies is the use of Song and rhymes. It is believed that rhymes and songs are a socially engaging, playful and developmentally appropriate way for young children to hear, identify, manipulate and experiment with the sounds of language. It seems that one of the more necessary skills to early literacy learning is the use of rhymes and songs to enhance phonological awareness, strong letter knowledge and acquisition of decoding ability. 


Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of this research is to determine the Roles of songs and rhymes in teaching English and academic performance of primary school pupils in Ilorin East LGA. Specifically, the researchers intended to:
1. to determine whether the use of songs and rhymes  will boost pupil’s Speech development;
2. to determine whether the use of songs and rhymes helps pupils to articulate words;
3. to examine whether children expose to songs and rhymes can manipulate identify alphabet and their sounds
4. to determine the positive impact of songs and rhymes on the speech development of the pupils.
Research Questions
The following research questions were formulated to guide the study:
1. What are the roles of songs rhymes in boosting speech development?
2. What are the roles of songs and rhymes in helping pupils to articulate words?
3. What are the roles of songs and rhymes in manipulating and identifying Alphabet and their sounds?
4. What are the positive impacts of songs and rhyme on the speech development of pupils?
Research Hypotheses
The following research hypotheses were formulated
Ho1: there is no significant effect on the used songs and rhymes in teaching and learning of pupils in Ilorin East, Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Ho2: there is no significant effect of gender on public school pupils’ reading ability in Ilorin East Local
Government Area of Kwara State.
Ho3: there is no significant interaction effect of songs and rhymes on public school pupils  Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Significance of the Study
This study is of immense significance as it investigated the Roles of songs and rhymes in teaching English and academic performance of primary school pupils in Ilorin East LGA
The findings of this study provides a new body of literature that would be invaluable to research scholars interested in exploring speaking skills and their relationship with songs and  rhymes.
The study provides teachers with useful pedagogical techniques that they could effectively use to improve the speaking skills of their learners. The findings are useful to students learning a second language, enabling them to acquire vital techniques necessary for improving their speaking skills.
1.6 Scope of the Study
This study was carried out in five different schools in Ilorin East Local Government Area, Kwara State, with a sample size of 100 students. Twenty students were randomly selected from each school, resulting in a total of 100 respondents. This scope enabled the researcher to investigate the Roles of songs and rhymes in teaching English and academic performance of primary school pupils in Ilorin East LGA
Operational Definition of Terms
The terms used specifically in this study will be defined as below: 
Rhymes and songs: are structured forms of verbal expression that utilize rhythm, repetition, and melody to enhance memory retention. These elements make information more engaging and easier to recall, particularly in the context of learning and cognitive processes.
Rhyme: is a repetition of similar sounds in the final stressed syllables and any following syllables of two or more words.
Songs: A song is a musical composition performed by the human voice. The voice often carries the melody using patterns of sound and silence. Songs have a structure ...
Learning: is the process of acquiring new knowledge, skills, behaviors, or understanding through experience, instruction, or practice
Primary School: also known as an elementary or junior school, is an educational institution for children typically aged 5 to 11


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
    	  This chapter reviewed the existing literature on the Roles of songs and rhymes in teaching English and academic performance of primary school pupils in Ilorin East LGA. Related literatures to this study are examined under the following sub-headings:
· Concept of Songs and Rhymes
· The use of rhymes and songs in the teaching English language 
· Use and limitations of rhymes and songs in Primary Education
· Songs as pedagogical tools
· Typology of rhymes and songs
· Method for using rhymes and songs in the classroom
· Guidelines for teaching rhymes and songs
· The impacts of Songs and rhymes perceived by elementary school English teachers 
· The Importance Of Songs and Rhymes In Preschool Education
· Appraisal of Literature Review
Concept of Songs and Rhymes
According to Oxford Online Dictionary, the word “nursery” refers to “a place where young children are cared for while their parents are at work,” and the word “rhyme” refers to “a word that has the same sound or ends with the same sound as another word.” The word nursery rhymes are extensively used to refer to a normal tradition poem or song for small children. Danielson (2015) defines, the meaning of nursery rhymes that they are verses told or sung to little children. Similarly, Pratama (2017) states that nursery rhymes are known as verse often sung for children. In addition, nursery rhymes are normal poetries that easily found in local area and the language used in rhymes are a specific language depends on each community (York, 2011). To sum up, nursery rhymes are referred to short poems or songs normally sung to little children, and generally found in a local community. The language used will rely on the native community where nursery rhymes were created.
Rhymes and songs are structured forms of verbal expression that utilize rhythm, repetition, and melody to enhance memory retention. These elements make information more engaging and easier to recall, particularly in the context of learning and cognitive processes. 
Songs and rhymes are extensively used to refer to a normal tradition poem or song for small children. Danielson (2015) defines, the meaning of songs and rhymes that they are verses told or sung to little children. Similarly, Pratama (2017) states that rhymes are known as verse often sung for children. In addition, rhymes are normal poetries that easily found in local area and the language used in rhymes are a specific language depends on each community (York, 2011). To sum up, rhymes are referred to short poems or songs normally sung to little children, and generally found in a local community. The language used will rely on the native community where rhymes were created.
Rhymes and songs are structured forms of verbal expression that utilize rhythm, repetition, and melody to enhance memory retention. These elements make information more engaging and easier to recall, particularly in the context of learning and cognitive processes. The catchy nature of rhymes and songs often helps in encoding information more effectively, thereby improving recall during memory retrieval tasks.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rhymes and songs are structured forms of verbal expression that utilize rhythm, repetition, and melody to enhance memory retention. These elements make information more engaging and easier to recall, particularly in the context of learning and cognitive processes. The catchy nature of rhymes and songs often helps in encoding information more effectively, thereby improving recall during memory retrieval tasks.
The use of Songs and Rhymes in the Teaching English language 
The concept of songs has been found to have positive effects on the classroom climate. The most successful lessons are the ones which give us the feeling of enjoyment and good time. Enjoyable learning has to be more effective than the traditional teacher-centred procedures. Music is a prove teaching tool which fosters language retention and production in young children. According to Medina, “using music in the classroom will help our students succeed (Medina 2013). There are a few reasons for the use of rhymes and songs in the teaching of a foreign language in Primary Education. Quoting Phillips: “Naturally, children really enjoy learning and singing songs and have fun doing activities while reciting rhymes” (Phillips, 2019). However, there are also some deeper aspects such as psychological, cultural, and linguistic, which are worth mentioning and considering.
Children grow up with rhymes and songs to develop their mother tongue. Besides being the most important aspect of the spoken language rhymes and songs make up the first experienced parts of communication in the children’s mother tongue. Singing songs not only helps children remember important information but it also makes the classroom learning more lively, as it was stated by Linda Campbell and Bruce Campbell (2015). Most researchers revealed that using songs give a great influence in educational settings. Therefore, rhymes and songs give children an intimate feeling, a relevant and special link with their human environment and as such influence the acquisition of their first language in a quite notorious and important way. Georgi Lozanov the Bulgarian educator, incorporated music into his teaching method. For him, music was instrumental in creating a relaxing and comfortable environment which can propel language learning.
Murphey (2012) found that the majority of English teachers use or have used songs for different teaching purposes. According to him, it seems that songs stick in both our short and long memory so they are a relatively easy way to remember quite long portions of language. He also found out that songs may be exploited as effectively as any other text. They can be a source of language for presenting and practising grammar and syntax, vocabulary, pronunciation, and the different skills of listening, reading, speaking, writing and translation. In short, Coromina (2013) defends that a good song can prompt interesting discussion in class. When children enjoy learning English through songs, they will indirectly make the effort to learn the lyrics of the songs they are actually listening to. Many educators report success using music as a warm up and relaxation tool, as a background for other activities, and as the inspiration for writing activities (Eken, 2016).
Being a combination of music and language, songs have innumerable virtues that deserve our attention. According to Larsen-Freeman and Long (2015), their richness in culture and themes, their idiomatic and poetic expressions, and their therapeutic functions make them a flawless tool for language teaching in primary education. Language and music are interwoven in songs to communicate a cultural reality in a very unique way. English songs endow speakers with an opportunity to put across their own culture with others. In Kramsch’s words: “Language expresses, embodies and symbolises cultural reality”. Songs are highly expressive. Some convey love and emotions, some tell a memorable and moving story, some embody one’s dreams and ideals, and some reminisce about the past. Songs are abundant in themes or topics and expressions which will have an echo in the learner’s heart. This is what Rivers (2017) referred to as the expressiveness of songs. The use of songs as material is believed to help introducing the individuals with sounds, stress and rhythmic patterns, vocabulary, intonation, grammatical and conversational exchanges (Davanellos 2019). Music positively affects language accent, memory and grammar as well as mood, enjoyment and motivation.
Attached to the development of the mother tongue, there are also several points which support and justify the foreign language acquisition on the children at the early stages: rhymes and songs produce a positive feeling; children may not understand all the words in the rhyme or song, but they do not feel inhibited to sing or act it out by themselves; and rhymes and songs support vocabulary and structure learning. According to Phillips (2015), rhymes and songs are taught “to practice the sounds, rhythms and stress patterns of English”. That pupils’ motivation to learn largely depends on the teaching methods does not constitute any update or novelty. But if the teacher skilfully uses rhymes and songs, the children are usually highly motivated. Following Murphey’s definition: “rhymes and songs are relaxing; they vary the lesson’s progress, they provide fun and action, and above all, they encourage harmony within a group” 
Use and limitations of rhymes and songs in Primary Education
The use of rhymes and songs in the primary classroom is an important tool for language acquisition, not only for the mother tongue language but also for the foreign one. They introduce new vocabulary, culture, and focus on pronunciation and intonation in a way that is quite easy for the children to follow and learn steadily. All children take great delight in the use of rhymes and songs. Besides, many different educators have continuously written on the many benefits of rhymes and songs in the teaching of a foreign language (Orlava 2017). These benefits can just be summarised under two main factors or headings: linguistic factors and affective factors. Among the former, linguistic factors, rhymes and songs are useful to enlarge the vocabulary background of children, to develop pupils’ listening and speaking skills, and to introduce and familiarise children with the foreign language culture, to improve the children’s pronunciation, to teach different language functions, and to develop auditory discrimination. Among the latter, affective factors, rhymes and songs favour children to add fun to learning, to motivate them to participate, to help teachers get closer to their children, to stimulate children’s interest in the foreign language, and to create a lively atmosphere in the language classroom. Besides these factors, the use of rhymes and songs provides both students and teachers with many other benefits. To reckon these benefits will help us smooth the classroom atmosphere so as to create an appropriate learning environment.
Starting with the benefits for children, not only does singing leave a deep trace in the memory but it also has a number of other benefits for the language learner. Singing allows the children to be actively involved in their learning from a very young age. Singing as a classroom activity can also address the whole child and not just the foreign language learner since songs often draw on their common experiences outside the language classroom. There are rhymes and songs alike for almost every theme, topic
or occasion. Not only can we practice common language topics such as numbers, colours, animals or food, but we can also explore a range of emotions and situations that are part of the child’s everyday life. Songs linked to calendar events, such as festivals or holidays may also give the children insights into their own and other cultures.
The physical benefits of singing should not either be underestimated. Singing not only has positive effects on breathing and voice control but it also exercises all the muscles of the head and neck. As songs are often combined with action and movement, they can also help with developing their coordination.
Singing is something that many children will already be familiar with from their experiences at home with their parents or siblings. Indeed, songs can also provide an important bridge between the classroom and the home.
Parents are frequently delighted to hear their children singing the songs that they have learned in class. On the other hand, singing as a classroom activity has a lot to offer the teacher. As we mentioned above, rhymes and songs can cover common language themes and topics for this age group and they can be used to practice a wide variety of both vocabulary and expressions.
Songs may contain lots of repetition and can provide enjoyable opportunities to work on pronunciation. They can combine well with other classroom activities such as stories, games, dance, etc. But they can also combine with some paper-based activities, such as picture, colour, or number dictation. Singing can have beneficial effects not only on the students’ enjoyment but also on their motivation, and it can hence be an enjoyable way to channel their needs to move around and make a noise.
Besides, it can be useful for varying the pace and energy levels of the class and it can be used at any point in the class either to calm down or to stimulate the children. It also allows the teacher a whole class grouping, other than the regular one. Even those who are not ready to sing can join in with certain actions.
Rhymes and songs are important elements of each culture. By learning this authentic material, the children get to know certain parts of a foreign culture. It also satisfies the children’s natural curiosity about everything that is new. Being familiar with rhymes and songs in a foreign language, the children feel closer to that foreign culture and its language. The foreign culture is interesting and worth being discovered. It is an important contribution to the development of values such as tolerance and openmindedness.
And these values can be worked on through rhymes and songs. Although there are many reasons why songs can be considered a valuable teaching tool, there are certain issues to consider. As Richards and Lockhart remark, “the language, vocabulary, and sentence structure of some songs can be quite different from that used in spoken English”.
Moreover, the English teacher also finds out some other challenges in class if we aim to keep a wide choice of song variation in the classroom. As Millington stated, “although children are happy to sing the same song on several occasions, interest in the same song can soon fade away if the song is used too often”. Some teachers, especially those nonnative
English-speaking ones, may also worry about teaching the stress and timing of songs correctly, and are, therefore, probably more likely to use only certain songs that they feel comfortable with.
Songs as Pedagogical Tools
One advantage of using songs in the young learner classroom is their flexibility. Songs can be used for a number of purposes and there are many reasons why songs can be considered a valuable pedagogical tool. But perhaps the greatest benefit to using rhymes and songs in the foreign language classroom is that they can be fun. Pleasure for its own sake is an important part of learning any foreign language, something which is often overlooked by us. Besides, rhymes and songs can add interest to the classroom routine and potentially improve the students’ motivation. Purcell (2012) understands that the benefits of songs as pedagogical tools can be analysed under the following headings: listening skills, speaking skills, vocabulary practice, sentence structures and sentence patterns.
Regarding the listening skills, students can become bored by repeatedly listening to a narration or dialogue as they attempt to understand themeaning of new words or phrases in context. In contrast,  listening to a song over and over again can seem less monotonous because of the rhythm and melody. Songs can also help to improve the listening skills because they provide students with practice listening to different forms of intonation and rhythm. English has a stress-timed rhythm for which songs can help to establish a feeling.
As for the speaking skills, children are often keen to learn how to make new sounds and this can take a great deal of practice. Songs can allow young children to practice a new sound without producing the same level of boredom. Songs also have a natural rhythm with a recurring beat that is similar to the stress patterns of spoken English. Hence, these patterns make some songs useful for practicing rhythm and stress. 
Songs can also provide the opportunity for vocabulary practice. They are usually based around a theme or topic that can provide the context for vocabulary learning. Most children’s songs are characterised by monosyllabic words, many of which are frequently repeated. This repetition offers greater exposure to these words. Some of the vocabulary and language used in traditional and popular English songs, however, can cause difficulties for young learners due to their use of low frequency and archaic words. The song and the lyrics need to be selected carefully to complement the target vocabulary. An extra difficulty for teachers is finding and selecting songs that are suitable both in terms of vocabulary and topic or
theme.
Many children’s songs have a simple sentence structure or sentence pattern that can become set in the mind of the learner. The length of a phrase in a children’s song is short and often uses simple conversational language. Songs can be used to reinforce questions taught in the classroom.
According to Feierabend (2020), it has been found that very young children will imitate songs and their favourite songs. Besides entertaining children’s natural liking for music, the use of this type of materials in the classroom has some clear benefits. Following the classification proposed by him, the first step is exposure to rhymes and word families: rhyming words are very common in rhymes and children’s songs. They help to introduce children to common word families in English. When children get to learn these letter combinations and how they are spelled and spoken, they will have a sense of the general sound patters of English and the spelling system. Second, exposure to patterned language:children’s songs are full of patterned language. The same language forms are repeated a few times in the song. This is very helpful for pupils in their learning of the language as they can acquire the language form unconsciously while singing the song. Third, learning of vocabulary and rhythm: rhymes and songs are very natural sources of vocabulary and examples of how rhythm works. In an enjoyable manner, pupils build up their vocabulary banks and learn to appreciate the rhythmic pattern of English. By doing so, they provide with the necessary tools for creative writing while enjoying the music. Fourth, exposure to language used in more creative ways: rhymes and songs are often composed using very creative and humorous language. Very often the contents of rhymes and songs deal with matters related to food, toys, animals, relatives, and friends.
This shows pupils the wide range of possibilities they can have and hence stimulates their creativity. Finally, exposure to cultural phenomena: most rhymes and songs are composed to express one’s experienced or feelings towards a particular thing, person or incident. They are vivid expressions of the traditions, cultural phenomena, and values of the countries from which they come. Teachers can expose them to the cultures of different countries and encourage them to compare other cultures with their own.
Typology of Rhymes and Songs
There are many different types of rhymes and songs which can be used for Primary Education. Quoting the classification offered by Reilly and Ward (2013), we can distinguish the following types of rhymes and songs which are commonly used in the foreign language classroom:
(i) rhymes and songs about character sketches: they develop a sense of rhythm (Little Miss Muffet); 
(ii) (ii) rhymes and songs about scenes or incidents: they support the acquisition of gesture meaning and the use of non-verbal expressions (Jack and Jill); 
(iii) (iii) rhymes riddles: they introduce the sounds and rhythms of English (Humpty Dumpty); 
(iv) (iv) rhymes and songs that use colour words: they develop the children’s senso-motor abilities (The Colour Song)
(v) Rhymes and songs that use telling the time: these songs train the children’s concentration (What Time Is It?); 
(vi) (vi) rhymes and songs that use days of the week: they also help develop the children’s concentration
(Solomon Grundy); 
(vii) rhymes and songs that use months of the year: they help children develop their memory and concentration (12 Months are in a  year); 
(viii) (viii) rhymes and songs that mention holidays: these songs are suitable for deepening the special vocabulary and for celebrating these occasions in the school (Rudolph the red-noised reindeer); 
(ix) (ix) rhymes and songs that use the alphabet: they are useful to train the sounds of the
English alphabet (ABC Song); 
(x) 	rhymes and songs that discuss about the weather: these songs support the acquisition of vocabulary according to  special topic (How is the weather?); and (xi) rhymes and songs that use numbers: these songs support the learning of numbers and are often connected with the use of fingers (Ten Little Indians).
In the case of rhymes and songs, it is important to remember that the content is meant to be relevant and useful for the children. For this purpose, following another classification offered by Graham (2014), there are commonly used processes that help students in the development of memory, which is essential in the language learning process: 
(i) imaging: creating a mental picture (Jack and Kill) 
(ii)  method of location (loci):ideas or things to be remembered are connected to objects located in a familiar location (Head and Shoulders)
(iii) pegword method: ideas or things to be remembered are connected to specific words (1-bun, 2-shoe…)
(iv) rhyming: information to be remembered is arranged in a rhyme. Feierabend (2015) has classified children’s songs in seven categories based on their content, rhythm and function: (i) songtales: simple stories set to music in which there is a simple plot and at least one character (Jack and Jill)
(v)  lullabies: songs sung for babies or young children to make them sleep (All the Pretty Little Horses); (iii) call and response: songs that involve at least two parties who interchange in singing as in a dialogue (Did You Feed My Cow?); (iv) wiggles and tickles: songs that allow the singer to  tickle a child’s finger or toes (The Little Mice Go Creeping); (v) tapping and clapping: songs that allow the singer to touch or clap different parts of their body following the rhythm of the song (Hickory Dickory Dock); 
(vi) Simple songs: songs with a very limited melodic range, sung while children  are walking around in a circle (The Mulberry Bush); and 
(vii) (vii) bounces: songs that adults sing with young children while bouncing them on their
legs (Humpty Dumpty).
Selection criteria
Most rhymes and songs for children can be divided into clearly separated groups, such as numbers, animals, food, body parts, actions, etc. though some may combine two or more of these topics, as in the case of Alice the Camel, which is a number song about an animal. Some songs are specifically about actions, as This is the way we brush our teeth, where children mime the action they are singing about. Many songs, although not specifically about action, use actions to reinforce the meaning, such as Head, Shoulders Knees, and Toes or to add an element of humour as in Alice the Camel. But what is really important is that we select rhymes and songs that are of interest to the children and which, for obvious pedagogical reasons, adhere to the school official curriculum. We should always adhere to these basic principles before actually considering playing a rhyme and song in our classroom. Henceforth, there are a few questions we should firstly consider before actually playing the rhymes and songs in classroom: which the grammar of the song is, which songs work best with a specific age group, or whether the teacher needs to be musical, and what if children do not want to sing, according to Beall and Nipp (2012).
With regard to the first question, the grammar or songs, the language of songs may differ from Standard English in certain aspects since there is a poetic imperative involved here. Rhythm and rhyme can be more important than the correctness of form in songs. However, children are learning that language is used differently in different contexts and are already coping very well with this phenomenon in their mother tongue. It might be shortsighted then to discard songs because of concerns about the correctness of form. Songs may be useful for language learning even when the words are complete nonsense as they may offer a fun way to practice the sounds and rhythm of the language and, hence, bolster confidence and fluency.
Considering the second question, which song works best with a specific age group, there a number of important considerations when choosing songs for primary school children. Among them, we can mention that the lyrics must be immediately meaningful or simple enough so that the children can understand the song with a very little pre-teaching of the vocabulary of the expressions. Songs that involve a lot of repetition are easier to learn. The melodies should also be as simple as possible and repetitive in order to avoid any leaps in the pitch. The simpler the melody, the less important it will be to sing in tune. Simple rhythm and strong rhymes will also make the song easier to sing. For older children, rhymes and songs that talk about people or places usually stir their immediate curiosity. They also enjoy rhymes and songs about unlikely situations.
As far as the third question is considered, we have to consider whether the teacher needs to be musical or not. Due to our own personal and professional background, singing out in public may have become a challenging, when not a frustrating, task for us. On the other hand, there may also be some other teachers who feel comfortable at singing in class for either personal reasons or academic and professional training. However, regardless what our personal situation is, singing in class not only is a natural activity, since singing stimulates the students learning, but also can be used as a way of entertainment for pedagogical reasons. Therefore, the first necessary step for us to take is to feel ourselves confident with singing in class so as to show and pass this confidence on to our students. If you do not really want to sing, then it is worth considering chanting or rapping, which are good alternatives to singing. They involve a no less sophisticated range of melodic and rhythmic skills has now become a dominant form in popular music and the children may already have heard a great deal of it.
And finally, considering the last question, what if children do not want to sing, some children may be reluctant to sing. But the experience for them should be just as positive. Lots of smiles and encouraging nods from the teacher will help them feel relaxed enough to join in when they are ready. A final criterion for choosing songs was provided by Curtain and Dahlberg (2014). According to them, any song should fulfil the following criteria:
1. The song should contain limited vocabulary.
2. The song should contain language compatible with that being used in the classroom.
3. The song should present a limited musical challenge.
4. The rhythm should be straightforward and repetitive.
5. Song topics should be within the experiences of children.
6. For primary level, it is useful if songs are accompanied by actions.
7. It is also helpful if the words of the songs are highly repetitive and if they have a refrain or a repeated stanza between the verses of the song. (Curtain and Dahlberg 2004, pág. 246)
Method for Using Rhymes and Songs in the Classroom
There are different ways and procedures for presenting a rhyme or song to our class. It all depends on the level of the class, the simplicity of the rhyme or song, and the time available. Rhymes and songs present a lot of linguistic material in a natural linguistic context. Words in rhymes and songs are meaningful to the learner, which influences the acquisition in a quite positive way. As Murphey assumes: “In general, they use simple conversational language with a lot of repetition”. Therefore, rhymes and songs stick in the learner’s mind and the words and expressions used are memorised more easily. Besides, rhymes and songs provide many possibilities for constant repetition and revising as important mechanisms of the language acquisition. Practising intonation through reciting rhymes and songs is mostly funny and very effective. Curtain and Dahlberg (2014) suggest the following steps for presenting a song in class:
Step 1: prepare the students. Tell them what the song is about, preferably in English, making heavy use of visuals and gestures so they can get to know the song; play a recording or sing the entire song so that the students know what they are working toward.
Step 2: go through the words. Make sure the children understand the words or, at least, that they understand the key words necessary for singing the song meaningfully and with enjoyment; place new vocabulary in context and illustrate the meaning with gestures and visuals; there should be very little new vocabulary in any new song, and the new words should be presented several days before you introduce the song. 
Step 3: speak the song line by line. Say the song one line at a time and have the children repeat the words; if the song is on the board, track the words with a pointer or a ruler. […]
Step 4: sing a line at a time. Sing the song to the children one line at a time and have them sing it back; practice each line several times until the children can sing it independently and then practice it two lines at a time; finally put the entire song together.
Step 5: add rhythmic accompaniments. Begin to add rhythmic accompaniment such as clapping, finger snapping, foot stamping or hand shuffling. (Curtain and Dahlberg 2004, pág. 265)
Guidelines for teaching rhymes and songs
The first necessary step in order to teach rhymes and songs is their actual presentation in class by means of any electronic device (CD, mp3 player or PC) in the case of a song or outspoken by the own teacher in the case of a rhyme. The teacher should previously have tested the devices prior to its use in class. Then, a double check is needed so as to assure that the students comprehend the nature of the activity and the content of the rhyme or song. It is not necessary to translate word by word but the students should know what the rhyme or song means and it is about. This step can also be supported by visual aids. Now the children can learn the text step by step. Longer texts can be learned verse by verse in the following lessons until the children can say the whole rhyme in chorus, in groups, or alone.
The order and the way of teaching songs are similar to the teaching of rhymes. At first, the song should be sung by the teacher or played from a CD once or twice while the students only listen to it. They begin to understand and to absorb the tune and the rhythm. During the next playing or singing, the children can clap the rhythm or hum the tone. Before learning the lyrics step by step, the teacher should check the understanding and explain the words the children did not understand. Then, they sing the song several times, at first supported by the teacher’s voice, and later without the teacher’s support. According to Griffee, “when rhymes or songs are introduced, the first skill that the children learn is listening” (2012). Activities which practice the skill of listening include detailed listening comprehension, listening for summarizing, listening to isolated vocabulary, and listening for word order. And the second skill that children can learn is speaking. After the children listen to the song, they would attempt to sing it.
After the children learn to listen and speak the words, it is the time for them to learn to write. Apart from writing down the lyrics, there are many ways to exploit songs for writing practice, such as a dictation or a cloze passage.
A suggested rhyme/song plan 
One way to maximise the advantages of teaching songs and minimize some of the limitations may be to develop songs into language learning tasks. As stated by Cameron: “Although this alone will not help teachers develop a greater repertoire of songs, it can help turn a song into a useful tool for language learning” (2011). Cameron provides hence a list of defining features of tasks for use in teaching foreign languages to children. For any activity to be considered a task, it must be carefully planned and structured with the learner participation.
The impacts of using Nursery rhymes perceived by elementary school English teachers 
1.	Helping teachers teach new vocabularies to students. 
Nursery rhymes help teacher to teach new vocabularies to the students”. New vocabularies are gained from the words included in the nursery rhymes itself. After hearing and learning from the nursery rhymes, the students automatically learn or hear new words that they have not learn before. The result from participants supports the finding from Millington (2011), saying that the nursery rhymes can help students practice their vocabulary mastery. 
Vocabulary in nursery rhymes usually consist monosyllabic words. To form a song the monosyllabic words are repeated. This will help the students remember a specific word, and automatically make the student vocabularies richer. 
Not only helping the students learn new vocabularies, this research also showed that the nursery rhymes can also help students to understand and memorize a specific word. The first participant said that “the other impact after using nursery rhymes is the students can be helped to understand a specific word that is contained in the nursery rhyme”. The other result from the interview is said by the second participant. The second participant said that “students can understand the vocabularies included in the lyrics”. The participants explain that after teaching using nursery rhymes, students can understand the words included in nursery rhymes. This automatically will add the students' new vocabulary size. Not only helping to improve student understandings, the third participant added that “from listening to the nursery rhymes the students are easier to memorize, especially vocabularies”. This finding supports the finding from Brandon (2016), who said, nursery rhymes build early literacy. In nursery rhymes, there are so many repetitions of short words and phrases. Listening to the same phrase and word over and over again helps the young learners to improve their memory or cognitive development of new word or tone in the nursery rhymes 
2.	Helping Teachers Improve Students Interest. 
Nursery rhymes is unique, they have a certain rhyme. Because of that, it can make the students happier and more active while learning. Besides that, this can also boost students’ interest in learning English”. The second participant also added “Singing can help make students emotion more stable. If there is a student not on the interest he or she can be happier when singing, especially when they know the meanings of the lyric”. In the end, if there is a specific student that has a problem outside the classroom and affects the student interest, nursery rhymes can help to bring back the student interest and help the student ready to learn and gain knowledge again. This can be also beneficial if the whole classroom is already bored with the learning process, the teacher can use the nursery rhymes to gain back the students focus and interest on the study. 


3.	Helping Teachers Teach Positive moral value
The lyrics from nursery rhymes are usually stories or have stories to help the students learn good life value for their everyday activity. For example, The Wheels on the Bus has a lyrics that can help the students understand that it is not allowed to be noisy in public transports”. This finding is also agreed by the second participant that mentioned a similar impact. The second participant said that “the lyrics from the nursery rhymes contain positive values that the students can learn”. Most of nursery rhymes contains life value that can be learned and memorized by the young learners. 
The students will also learn about values of life that the students will need in the following days. Nursery rhymes also contain everyday manners, so not only learning English but the students also learn other things in the same time. In additional, this research findings also support the findings from Dincel (2017), claiming that the lyrics of children songs or nursery rhymes contain several life value that can make the young learners grow with strong good life value. Dincel also explained that most of the value contained in the lyrics of nursery rhymes usually emphasize on a better world, environment, joyful life, and unity with the nature. This is important to know that the lyrics contained is not supposed to only make the students learn but also affects the students' souls in a positive way. 
4.	Helping Teachers Train Students Listening, Speaking, and Pronunciation skills
	Students' listening and speaking skills are shown because the students sing and listen actually learn how to pronounce. So, both listening and speaking skills can be trained”. Beside that the third participant also added that “from listening the song the students are easier to memorize, especially vocabularies. They can also learn how to pronounce the word”. Listening skills is trained because the students will have to listen to the nursery rhyme first before memorizing the actual lyric. The student will hear the rhythm first and after listening to it several times, the students will start to pick up the vocabularies they listen. The speaking skill is more improved from the students’ ability to pronounce a word. The third participant added further that “nursery rhymes usually use word repetitions that will help the student to memorize a specific word. The better and clearer the pronunciation from the students will help them to use the word in their daily conversation later on. 
Allowing teachers to incorporate physical activities in teaching
Not only the students will be more active, from listening nursery rhymes the students can also demonstrate the movements that will match the lyrics from the nursery rhymes”. Similarly, the third participant believes that “the motoric skills of students are also trained because the students will do movements based on the lyrics”. Both participants agree that nursery rhymes can help the students' physical development. The participant mean that the movement that the students do while the nursery rhymes is another way of showing their understanding of a specific word. For example, while saying the word "jump" the students will jump after the teacher give examples, and will continue doing the jump after several times of listening to the nursery rhymes. In the end the students will experience a new style of learning rather just sitting and listening to the teachers. The students can also move and dance when the nursery rhyme is being played. 
5.	Creating fun and active learning atmosphere
The nursery rhymes have a fun vibe that can make the classroom more active and fun”. Not only the second participant that feel this impact but the third participant also said “students are happier, more active, the classroom situation looks more fun”. The fourth participant also mentioned that “learning using nursery rhymes can help the students to learn and make the classroom easier to control and teach rather than using the conventional way”. 
Besides helping to change the classroom situation to be more fun and relaxing, nursery rhymes will also help the students to absorb the lesson easier. The students feel more like having fun rather than studying. This finding supports the finding that claimed teaching using nursery rhymes can provide students with a relaxing learning environment. This will make students more encouraged to communicate inside the classroom as they would feel more comfortable to express themselves (Pereira, 2010). The other finding similar to the finding of this research is that the students’ boredom can be minimalized by using nursery rhymes and songs because they contain rhythm and melody that can help to make the teaching process less monotonous (Millington, 2011). Besides, this research findings also supports the finding that claimed Nursery rhymes or songs can create a learning atmosphere called Edutainment. The use of edutainment learning can boost students’ attention and keep the students in a good emotion and interest. The edutainment classroom atmosphere can make the teaching process more enjoyable (Okan, 2013).
The Importance Of Nursery Rhymes In Preschool Education
Once they are done with their ‘ABCs’, things start to get a tad more ‘serious’. Or shall we say, more ‘fun’, with those Nursery Rhymes?
If you are looking at how to enhance English speaking Skills, rest assured you are in the right Classroom! In this section we will cover the varied benefits that Nursery Rhymes offer Preschoolers, where it comes to improving their grasp on the English Language.
1.	The Introduction To ‘Sounds’
This is one Importance of Rhymes in Preschool that might seem pretty ‘basic’. However, it is one that firmly entrenched the roots of ‘learning’ of the English language, in the hungry minds of Preschoolers.
Probably the first thing that little children are exposed to when they hear Nursery Rhymes, are the ‘Sounds’ made by those ‘Vowels’ and ‘Consonants.’ Oh, and we must not forget to give them credit, for putting together those Sounds, to create Words!
2.	The Development Of Speech
English Conversation for Preschoolers is made Simpler, when they listen to Nursery Rhymes over an extended period of time.
What those Rhymes do vis a vis Speech Development, is the following:
· They help them articulate words, through the process of constant repetition.
When you throw them a phrase like ‘The Wheels of the Bus go Round and Round’, you can rest assured that they will be repeating it over and over again, till you find them another rhyme!
· They learn the art of Voice Modulation.
Needless to say, things like ‘pitch’ and ‘volume’ are most important, to make those infectious rhymes sound a lot cooler!
· They work on those muscles.
Which muscles, you ask? Why, the Mouth and Tongue Muscles!
3.	They Are Exposed To New Words
How many times do we introduce New Words to our little ones? We are forever teaching them to drink ‘Milk’ and brush their ‘Teeth’, but how about exposing them to a word like ‘Pail’? As in, the ‘Pail of Water’ in the ‘Jack and Jill’ rhyme! Needless to say, this new word will be absorbed by those eager young minds like a Sponge, by the time they have listened to Jack and Jill for the umpteenth time!
4.	It Increases Phonological Awareness
Little children first have to get a firm understanding of the essence of Phonological Awareness.
In a nutshell, this term implies ‘The ability to work with Sounds in the Spoken Language’. Nursery Rhymes are a great way for children to harness this most vital skill, one that is mastered through the simple process of ‘Repetition.’ As we have already seen, there’s no better thing that kids would like to have repeated, than a Nursery Rhyme!
5.	It Hones Their ‘Listening Comprehension’
Now that they have mastered the sense of ‘Sound’, it’s time to take things a step further!
Children have to be aware of the ‘Words’ that are separate in ‘Sentences’, when they listen to those sentences being spoken. Listening to Nursery Rhymes, is a great way to get them to do just that.
6.	An Introduction To The Joy Of Reading
Nursery Rhymes also serve as a wonderful introduction to the art of Reading. This is because, Nursery Rhymes embody the most essential components of all great Stories – Beginning, Middle and End.
Note: Reading is especially wonderful, because all children out there can become good readers, in spite of the different social backgrounds they come from.
7.	They Help In Sentence Formation
‘Mama’ or ‘Dada’ might have been the first ‘word’ uttered by your child, but did you ever stop to think what their first ‘sentence’ might have been?
If your child has been listening to Nursery Rhymes of late, there’s a good chance that one of those Sentences in a Nursery Rhyme of their choice, might just be the very first sentence they uttered. It’s the sheer ‘simplicity’ and ‘succinctness’ of those sentences in Nursery Rhymes, that makes them easy for young learners to grasp.


Advantages of Nursery Rhymes 
Nursery rhymes are considered as an important tool for children’ s development in several skills. First, nursery rhymes enhance children’s pronunciation. Nursery rhymes are the important supporter for children in any age to improve or enhance English pronunciation (Bradley, 2019). When children hear the vowels and consonants through the rhymes, they would try to imitate the sounds (Kenny, 2015). Similarly, when parents or caregivers rhyming or singing for children, this is the way to help children to learn words and practice the pitch, and also help children to understand volume and rhythm, and children who listened to nursery rhymes would imitate the sound that they hear, and that is one of the ways to improve pronunciation (Stephens, 2018). 
Apart from learners’ pronunciation is developed, the ability of listening is also gradually improved. Listening to nursery rhymes will support children to distinguish the different sounds (Kelly, 2016). As Solihat, and Utani’ s study reveal that nursery rhymes reflect a positive effect on learners listening skills. Additionally, rhythm and rhymes of nursery rhymes can allure children, and also support them to improve listening skills (Dodson, 1985). To sum up, nursery rhymes are the essential supporters which can drive learners to have more effective listening skills. 
There are evidences support that nursery rhymes work for children to improve reading comprehension. Additionally, nursery rhymes will support children once children begin reading. Virtually, to response with rhyme and alliteration before children go to school is the way to help children develop reading comprehension later on (Bradley 2019). Lock and Welsch (2016) described the language and rhythm within nursery rhymes and children’ s literature can influence children to increase reading comprehension. To sum up, the function of nursery rhymes has a close relationship with reading comprehension; it promotes children to heighten reading ability. 
Nursery rhymes are admitted as the powerful tool for children to enhance vocabulary knowledge. It is important to the language learners who are learning English to have a large number of words to recall because learners are required to acquire a huge knowledge of words to expand their knowledge. Nursery rhymes consist of various simple words, and this characteristic help children to expand their knowledge of vocabulary, and they are capable to select words to apply in their daily lives. Listening to nursery rhymes, learners can learn vocabulary, especially words about people, places and ideas which would be constructed for their background of knowledge (Kenny, 2015). This will enlighten children to enlarge a store of words (Shweta, 2013). Moreover, the rhymes support children to recognize and remember a variety of words. In conclusion, nursery rhymes are the effective tool for children to expand their knowledge of vocabulary. 
Storytelling teaching and its benefits 
Storytelling, in McDrury and Alterio’s words (2013), is a “uniquely human experience that enables us to convey, through the language of words, aspects of ourselves and others, and the worlds, real or imagined, that we inhabit”. The combination of words, actions as well as concepts of the stories makes storytelling a connection among generations (Spaulding, 2011). In accordance with the above authors, Harvey (2013) emphasized the relationship among tellers, listeners, and the story in storytelling in which they support each other in a triangulated way. 
In order to give a storytelling lesson effectively, a wide range of consideration should be given to the characteristics of this teaching method. Requesting students to memorize stories may not be effective enough in teaching children (Haven & Ducey, 2007); teachers should divide the stories into scenes and teach them through images with a lot of gestures and body language (Wilkin, 2014). Besides, as mentioned above, teachers should take notice of the learning environment in order to set up useful immediate settings for students’ great performance to occur. 
The effectiveness of second language development has been shown in a number of research over the years. It is believed that language knowledge and skills can take advantage of storytelling as a great teaching and learning source in students’ second language acquisition. Studies conducted by Keshta (2013), Marzuki, Prayogo, and Wahyudi (2016) have shown that this educational technique is an interactive activity in which communication can occur easily through the interpretation of the words in contexts. Additionally, regarding vocabulary and idioms learning, it is also important to signify the benefit of storytelling in delivering them successfully (Asl, 2013; Abdul-Ameer, 2014). Moreover, storytelling is proven to be effective in enhancing students’ attitudes and motivation in language learning (Elkılıc & Akca, 2008; Safdarian & Ghyasi, 2013). Last but not least, students can also develop their creativity and imagination in learning by learning with stories (Berki, 2014). Overall, this teaching practice is being applied by a variety of teachers as considerable benefits on students’ performance are shown in various students over the years. 
Benefits of storytelling in early childhood education
1.	Improves language skills
Reading is not the only way to encourage your child’s language development skills. Storytelling is a fun way for your child to get accustomed to hearing different words, syllables and sounds that they may not have normally heard in regular daily conversations. If you are storytelling, your child will understand the pronunciation of words and begin to recognise how sentences should sound and be organised. If they are reading, their verbal language will improve as they will be engaging in longer sentences than usual with unfamiliar words—a key element of expanding their vocabulary. Alternate between you and the child for a well-rounded gain of benefits.
2.	Boosts memory
This is a particularly important benefit that occurs when storytelling to your child. When listening to a story, children will have to remember the plot, characters and important details. This is not a frequent occurrence in their daily lives as conversations with adults are usually directive or descriptive while with other children it can be limiting. After the storytelling, our carers build on the benefit of memory-learning by asking questions about the story. This encourages children to pay attention along the way and to actively try to remember the storyline.
3.	Fosters imaginative, creative thinking and cognitive skills
Storytelling to children without the addition of illustrations or any other visual aid allows them to imagine characters and settings. This is important for their creative and imaginative thinking. Instead of a video or image doing the work for them, children instead, are forced to think of it themselves. Additionally, when reading plots to children, depending on the plot, they begin to ask themselves questions. Questions such as, “Who did it?”, “Why did he do it?” or “Is he going to do it?” will start to play in their minds. Naturally, they will try to figure it out themselves. Here, critical thinking about situations described in storytelling is introduced and is important for developing this skill later on.
4.	Encourages enthusiasm for learning, writing and reading
Storytelling, regardless of what medium, is a fun and interactive activity for children. As they learn through the process and content of storytelling, children begin to learn to love learning and associate it with a fun activity. This is important for encouraging a healthy perspective on learning and school later on in life. It also teaches children key skills for their later years in school such as being able to sit and listen, critical thinking and comprehension.
5.	Develops cultural and moral understanding
Depending on the content of the storytelling, children can learn valuable cultural and moral lessons. Fables integrate morals in creative ways that are usually quite receptive to children. Additionally, some stories explain the cultures of different places and people. Children also learn to explore their own cultures and begin to develop an understanding that people come from different backgrounds, religions and countries.


Appraisal of Literature Review 
There is a pile of interesting sources about the history of nursery rhymes and songs. There is a belief that the earliest nursery rhymes were first found before 1600s. The first rhymes were created from the oral tradition; those rhymes were sung and passed down from one generation to the next generation (Bodden, 2010). However, many nursery rhymes were not originally produced for young children. It was believed that some of nursery rhymes were created to be adult’s songs (Bodden, 2010). Some were created  from the yells of vendors or seller s in the streets. Others were connected with old religious traditions. When the time had passed, nursery rhymes were gradually compatible to the daily lives of children. It is obviously seen that children sing those rhymes in their every single day at school and on the street (Bodden, 2010). A few of nursery rhymes were published in England called A Little Book for Little Children in the beginning of the 1700s. This popular book was about counting number, and those rhymes are still memorized today (Temple, Ogle, Crawford, & Freppon, 2011). There was a collection of rhymes during 1765 –1780s called Mother Goose’ s Melody published by John Newbery in England. At that time, it was a successful print because it was copied and soon sold throughout England and also in America (Temple et al., 2011). Nowadays, nursery rhymes are still surrounding children who are the new generation. Cardany (2013) concedes that nursery rhymes have influenced people for centuries, and today Mother Goose Melodies was perceived as a main background of children’s literature. In conclusion, nursery rhymes have connected with people since the ancient time, and they were developed from time to time. It is obviously seen that even though the time had passed, nursery rhymes are still favorite among children.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
This chapter is concern with various methods that will be used in a study. The chapter is divided into the following sub-heading.
· Research Design
· Population of the Study
· Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Validation of the Instrument
· Reliability of the Instrument 
· Procedure for Data Collection
· Procedure for Data Analysis
Research Design
	This study basically a descriptive survey research. Best (2015) described description survey as a method that enable researcher to obtain the opinion of the representative sample of the target population so as to be able to inter the perception of the entire population. Since this study is investigating the roles of songs and rhymes in teaching English and academic performance of primary school pupils in Ilorin East LGA. This design is considered appropriate for use in carrying out the study.
Population of the Study 
According to Caleb (2014), population is the total collection of all elements or number about which the researcher used to draw conclusions.
	The population for the study comprised four primary school in Ilorin West Local Government, five (5) teachers were randomly selected from each schools. 
Sample and Sampling Techniques 
	The sample for this study comprises the teacher of the selected schools so as to identify roles of songs and rhymes in teaching English and academic performance of primary school pupils in Ilorin East LGA., while the researcher used simple Random sampling techniques to carryout the information. Because all the representative sample have the same probability of being selected. 
Instrument of the Study
	The instrumentation for the collection of data in this study was questionnaire designed by the researcher.
	The questionnaire was divided into section A and B. Section A consist information on the personal data of the respondents while section B measure questions or statements relating to research questions raised earlier. 
Validity of the Instruments 
	Copies of the draft questionnaire were distributed to experts on the field of education research for assessment.  They all went through and made useful suggestion to obtain the draft instrument. My supervisor made the last assessment and certified it usefulness for data collection.
Administration of the Instruction 
	Questionnaire was personally distributed to the participant in their classroom. The researcher returned later to collect the questionnaire after their responses on the instrument.
Data Analysis Techniques 
	The data collected was subjected to simple percentage method to analyze and interpret the results obtained. 


CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DATA ANALYSIS
Introduction
This chapter presents and analyzes the data collected from 40 English language teachers in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The study aimed to assess the roles of songs and rhymes in teaching English and academic performance of primary school pupils in Ilorin East LGA. The data were analyzed using frequency counts, percentages to answer the research questions.
Section A: Demographic Information
Table 1: Gender of Respondents
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	18
	45.0

	Female
	22
	55.0

	Total
	40
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From Table 1, 18 respondents (45%) were male while 22 respondents (55%) were female. This implies that the majority of English language teachers in Ilorin East Primary schools are female. This may be due to the fact that teaching in Nigeria, especially at the Primary school level, attracts more female professionals, reflecting a gendered trend in the profession.
Table 2: Years of Teaching Experience
	Years of Experience
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1–5 years
	10
	25.0

	6–10 years
	12
	30.0

	11–15 years
	8
	20.0

	Above 15 years
	10
	25.0

	Total
	40
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Table 2 shows that 12 respondents (30%) had between 6–10 years of teaching experience, followed by 10 respondents (25%) with 1–5 years of experience, and another 10 respondents (25%) with over 15 years of experience. This indicates that the respondents were fairly distributed across different levels of teaching experience, suggesting that the data collected reflects perspectives from both early-career and highly experienced teachers.
Table 3: School Type
	School Type
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Public
	26
	65.0

	Private
	14
	35.0

	Total
	40
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Table 3 shows that 26 respondents (65%) were from public schools, while 14 (35%) were from private schools. This suggests that public school teachers formed the majority of the sample, which is expected since public schools in Ilorin West are more in number compared to private schools.
Research Question 1: What are the roles of songs rhymes in boosting speech development?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL 

	1.
	 Did you use songs and rhymes to support speech development in your teaching?  
	33
82.5%
	7
17.5%
	40
100%

	2.
	Does songs and rhymes help pupils improve their pronunciation and vocabulary?  
	25
62.5%
	15
37.5%
	40
100%

	3.
	Do you think songs and rhymes make it easier for children to imitate and repeat sounds or words?  
	35
87.5%
	5
12.5%
	40
100%

	4.
	 Does songs and rhymes influence the confidence of pupils in speaking aloud?  
	33
82.5%
	7
17.5%
	40
100%

	5.
	Does speech skills have improved through the use of songs and rhymes?
	22
55%
	18
45%
	40
100%


Table 4: shows the responses of teachers on the roles of songs rhymes in boosting speech development. Majority of the respondents were agreed while minority disagreed that the songs and rhymes boosting speech development in teaching.
Research Questions 2: What are the roles of songs and rhymes in helping pupils to articulate words?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES 
	NO 
	TOTAL

	1.
	Do you use songs and rhymes to teach pupils alphabet recognition and sounds?  
	30
75%
	10
25%
	40
100%

	2.
	Does effective are songs and rhymes in helping pupils remember letter names and sounds?  
	25
62.5%
	15
37.5%
	40
100%

	3.
	Does songs and rhymes assist pupils in blending and segmenting sounds?  
	35
87.5%
	5
12.5%
	40
100%

	4.
	Do pupils respond better to alphabet songs than traditional methods of teaching letters?  
	33
82.5%
	7
17.5%
	40
100%

	5.
	 Does pupils successfully identify letters and sounds after engaging with songs and rhymes?
	22
55%
	18
45%
	40
100%


Table 5: shows the responses of teachers on the roles of songs and rhymes in helping pupils to articulate words. Majority of the respondents were agreed while minority disagreed that the songs and rhymes is helping pupils to articulate words 
Research Question 3: What are the roles of songs and rhymes in manipulating and identifying Alphabet and their sounds?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL

	1.
	Do you use songs and rhymes to improve pupils’ word articulation?  
	33
82.5%
	7
17.5%
	40
100%

	2.
	 Do songs and rhymes help pupils pronounce words more clearly and confidently?  
	25
62.5%
	15
37.5%
	40
100%

	3.
	Does songs and rhymes improved pupils’ ability to form and say words correctly?  
	35
87.5%
	5
12.5%
	40
100%

	4.
	Do pupils find it easier to repeat and practice new words through songs and rhymes?  
	33
82.5%
	7
17.5%
	40
100%

	5.
	 Does pupils face  challenges to overcome in word articulation when songs and rhymes are used regularly?
	22
55%
	18
45%
	40
100%


Table 6: shows the responses that English teacher use songs and rhymes in manipulating and identifying Alphabet and their sounds?. Majority of the respondents choose Yes while minority choose No on the statement respectively.
Research Question 4: What are the positive impacts of songs and rhyme on the speech development of pupils.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL

	1.
	Have you observed improvements in pupils’ speech after using songs and rhymes regularly?  
	30
75%
	10
25%
	40
100%

	2.
	 Do songs and rhymes help pupils speak more fluently and confidently?  
	25
62.5%
	15
37.5%
	40
100%

	3.
	Does songs and rhymes enhance pupils’ vocabulary and word usage?  
	35
87.5%
	5
12.5%
	40
100%

	4.
	 do songs and rhymes influence pupils’ ability to listen and respond verbally?  
	33
82.5%
	7
17.5%
	40
100%

	5.
	 Does pronunciation have improved through the use of songs and rhymes?
	22
55%
	18
45%
	40
100%


Table 10: shows the responses on the positive impacts of songs and rhyme on the speech development of pupils.. Majority of the respondents choose Yes that they songs and rhyme impact positive on the speech development of pupils while minority choose No on the statement respectively.
4.2 Result and Discussion
It was found that, teaching English vocabulary through songs and rhymes assisted learners to improve their vocabulary knowledge. This is due to many reasons. Firstly, the unique characteristics of songs rhymes helped learners to develop vocabulary knowledge. Rhymes consist of simple words that learners are able to face or hear in their daily lives and relate to vocabulary knowledge. 
According to Kenny (2015), learners can learn vocabulary, especially words about places, people, and ideas which would enlighten their background of vocabulary knowledge through nursery rhymes. Similarly, Dodson (2015) stated that the language used in nursery rhymes and songs are the language that young children can catch up easily, and those words are short enough to draw children’s attention. In this study, nursery rhymes played a significant role as the powerful tool that assisted learners to gain several words due to the simplicity of each word. In other word rhymes consist of rich ordinary vocabulary which learners easily remember a lot of words. The evidences are the interview statements, such as “I like all the rhymes because I can catch up the words easier,” and “I have acquired many vocabulary such as colors, human body parts, and seasons, and I was able to choose the proper words into the context and conversation.” These findings are in line with the research of Kenny (2015) which found that nursery rhymes allow the learners to explore vocabulary, the rhymes also prepare models of language use for the learners to imitate once they get older. 
Secondly, teaching English language through songs and rhymes provides a merriment atmosphere. Similar to the ideas of Shweta (2013), teaching vocabulary through rhymes offers a non-threatening environment for learners. In this study, teaching English vocabulary through nursery rhymes decreased learners’ stress and increase engagement. According to York (2011), nursery rhymes are unique; nursery rhymes are divided into many lines, and each line consists the special beats. These beats can attract children’s concentration to pay more attention to the lines and also provide learners with a merriment. In this study, Nursery rhymes helped to create a relaxing and cheerful classroom. This environment motivates learners to involve in classroom activities. As a result, the learners enjoyed learning English vocabulary, and their learning performance was developed. This is clear in the interview statements such as “Bringing nursery rhymes to the lesson was a wonderful idea because I had fun, so did my classmates. We all had a great time learning English vocabulary,” and “We enjoy listening to all nursery rhymes, and we are not bored with the class.” These findings are consistent with the research of Dzanic and Pejic (2016) which found that nursery rhymes, songs, and chants influence learners’ enjoyment, and their English proficiency will develop accordingly. 




CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, RECOMMENDATION AND CONCLUSION
Summary 	
	this study was carried out to find out roles of songs and rhymes in teaching English and academic performance of primary school pupils in Ilorin East LGA.  After embarking on the study, the findings reveal some fundamental factor in the school which promote and encourage songs and  rhymes in teaching and learning in the school. In addition, the use of songs and rhymes in teaching in this school is so devastating that there is the urgent need for all English teachers to get involve in other to find solution to the menace. 	
	From the study carried out in the three classes, sit was discovered that songs and rhymes  in teaching is an acceptable way for pupils or student, which is highly encourage by teachers in the school. From our findings, we discovered that the use of songs and rhymes in teaching helps the pupils or student in order for them to upgrade their reading and writing skills. 	
	Another reason discovered from the study is the way students learn how to spell and pronounce certain English words without checking the dictionary. The more the pupils learn with songs and rhymes it becomes very easy for them to know how to spell and pronounce certain English words without checking the dictionary.
So in that connection pupils will not find it difficult to learn how to spell and pronounce certain English words. 	
Recommendations
I. 	Word reading in sentences or longer texts versus reading words in 	isolation also requires more study. 	
ii. 	Provision of Instructional program that will ultimately help students with reading disabilities. 	
iii. 	Based on the research carried out, there is need for a competent a teacher who will handle the aspect of the use of songs rhymes 	
iv. 	Average learners should be motivated during class period when 	teaching 	second language. 	
v. 	Pronunciation is a motor skill that needs practice 	
vi. 	Incorrectly articulated consonant will affect the production of vowels, as 	vowels will affect consonants. 	
vii. 	Students therefore require steady practices and trainings. 	
Conclusion
The study has provided valuable insights into the potential benefits of integrating songs rhymes into the curriculum. The study demonstrated that regular engagement with songs and rhymes led to noticeable improvements in students' pronunciation and articulation skills. This suggests that songs and rhymes are an effective tool for enhancing phonological awareness. Nursery rhymes also played a crucial role in expanding students' vocabulary.
Through repetition and contextual understanding within the rhymes, students were able to acquire and confidently use new words in their spoken language.
Further, Students who actively participated in rhyme activities showed enhanced confidence in their speaking abilities. The repetitive nature of rhymes allowed students to develop their speaking skills in a comfortable and encouraging environment.
Lastly, consistent exposure to songs and rhymes led to improved fluency in students' speech. They were able to express themselves more smoothly and coherently, with reduced under peer review hesitations. These findings underscore the importance of incorporating nursery rhymes into educational practices and highlight the potential benefits they offer for language development.
The study also highlights the effectiveness of nursery rhymes in improving pronunciation, articulation, vocabulary acquisition, confidence in speaking, and overall fluency. The findings suggest that nursery rhymes can be an essential component of the language curriculum for primary students, offering a simple yet impactful method for improving oral communication skills. Moreover, educators should consider integrating nursery rhymes more systematically into the curriculum to foster better speaking skills among students.
Additionally, further studies could examine the impact of songs and rhymes on other areas of language learning, such as listening comprehension and reading skills, to provide a more comprehensive understanding of their educational value.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
ROLES OF SONGS AND RHYMES IN TEACHING ENGLISH AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF PRIMARY SCHOOL PUPILS IN ILORIN EAST LGA.
Dear Respondents,
	This questionnaire is designed to investigate the roles of songs and rhymes in teaching English and academic performance of primary school pupils in Ilorin East LGA. The data you supply would be treated with absolute confidentiality and used for research purposes only.
Section A: Demographic Information 
Name:
Name of School:
Class:  
Sex:
Age:



SECTION B:
Questionnaire Item
	S/N
	STATEMENT 
	YES
	NO

	1.
	 Did you use songs and rhymes to support speech development in your teaching?  
	
	

	2.
	Does songs and rhymes help pupils improve their pronunciation and vocabulary?  
	
	

	3.
	Do you think songs and rhymes make it easier for children to imitate and repeat sounds or words?  
	
	

	4
	 Does songs and rhymes influence the confidence of pupils in speaking aloud?  
	
	

	5
	Does speech skills have improved through the use of songs and rhymes?
	
	

	6
	Do you use songs and rhymes to teach pupils alphabet recognition and sounds?  
	
	

	7
	Does effective are songs and rhymes in helping pupils remember letter names and sounds?  
	
	

	8
	Does songs and rhymes assist pupils in blending and segmenting sounds?  
	
	

	9
	Do pupils respond better to alphabet songs than traditional methods of teaching letters?  
	
	

	10
	 Does pupils successfully identify letters and sounds after engaging with songs and rhymes?
	
	

	11
	Do you use songs and rhymes to improve pupils’ word articulation?  
	
	

	12
	 Do songs and rhymes help pupils pronounce words more clearly and confidently?  
	
	

	13
	Does songs and rhymes improved pupils’ ability to form and say words correctly?  
	
	

	14
	Do pupils find it easier to repeat and practice new words through songs and rhymes?  
	
	

	15
	 Does pupils face  challenges to overcome in word articulation when songs and rhymes are used regularly?
	
	

	16
	Have you observed improvements in pupils’ speech after using songs and rhymes regularly?  
	
	

	17
	 Do songs and rhymes help pupils speak more fluently and confidently?  
	
	

	18
	Does songs and rhymes enhance pupils’ vocabulary and word usage?  
	
	

	19
	 do songs and rhymes influence pupils’ ability to listen and respond verbally?  
	
	

	20
	 Does pronunciation have improved through the use of songs and rhymes?
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