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ABSTRACT
This study examined the Nigeria voting pattern and problems of apathy in politics focusing on Ilorin West Local Government Area in 2019 General Election. The study adopted descriptive survey method of research and simple random sampling techniques was used in selecting one-hundred and twenty (120) respondents from each of the twelve (12) wards in the Local Government ten (10) per each words and questionnaires were administered to eligible votes. Retrieved information shows that the level of democratization and globalization which have been brought into prominence and its impact from the government politics or actions taken has no influence in the political participation of the voters. This against the role the youth take.   
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
The incessant military incursion into politics in Nigeria affected the political culture and political socialization of Nigeria people Even, the fourth republic that started in 1999 has not been able to provide remedy to this problem. Most Nigerians believe that the Nigeria political scene is not conducive for citizens’ participation. 
Hence, the politics is left for those they considered too strong to withstand the political environment of Nigeria which is characterized by electoral violence, political assassination, God Fatherism, corruption, rigging of election results etc. 	
The failure of the political class to address numerous challenges facing the country also contributed to decline in popular support for democracy, election rigging, increases in political corruption and general disaffection about the Nigeria state are the common excuses for political alienation among Nigerians, particularly the Youth. To a larger percentage Nigeria citizens, democratic rules his not yet provide social welfares, economic development and guarantee of fundamental human rights and for this, they see no reason to participate in civil engagement.
The process of political recruitment in all political parties in Nigeria is also questionable and this is unconnected with the process of political parties are being financed by the powerful political elite who dictate who get what, when and how. Unlike what is obtainable in most developed democracies where parties are being financed by dues paid by all members on a regular basis. Although, all political parties in Nigeria have a youth wing, but in most cases the youth leaders are people how are older than the age in used for this study. The youth have long represented an important constituency for electoral mobilization in Nigeria. Today, as the country faces a growing temporary increase of youth that is disproportionately burdened by under employment, capturing the votes of this demographic is becoming more important than ever before. Yet despite their numerical strength. importance and the historical relevance of generational identities within the country, very little is really known about the political participation of Nigeria Youth.
Since the end of the military regime and subsequent democratization process that followed from the 1999, there are various studies to examine, the political participation and involvement of citizen in the democratization process and decision making in Nigeria. The study of political involvement of the people of Ilorin-West Local Government Area in Kwara State and by extension in Nigeria is just evolving. The major area of studies has been on the political participation can however be attributed to the unstable civil rules occasioned by the frequent military coup in the body polity that had affected the political socialization and participation of Nigerians.
Statement of the Problem
The voting pattern  electorates is one of the key instruments which determine the productivity of government and it occurs within the overall context of the process of democracy and democratization. Political violence will be employed by contenders for power as a way to retain or attain office if the democratic system is consolidated (Sisk, 2008).
The researcher however aims at providing answers to some of the puzzling questions which include:
i. 	What are the causes of apathy of votes’ in an election in			 Ilorin-WestLocal Government Area?
ii.	What is the voting pattern of electorates in an election in llorin-WestLocal Government Area of Kwara State?
iii.	What are the effects that political apathy has on the inhabitant		 of theLocal Government Area?
iv. 	At are the effects that the prevailing voting pattern in the Local	Government Area has its inhabitants?
Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this research work is aimed at finding a lasting solution to the apathetic behavior of electorates during elections. Also this study sought to examine the cause and remedies of political apathy which inpolities, enlightening the people that they all possesses their franchise rights (rights to vote and he voted for), enabling the electorates to vote for the party of their choice and not of influence, reducing violence act during election etc.
Research Questions
The following question will be taken into consideration in this work.
i. 	Does the electorates’ apathetic behavior have an effect on the election of the right leaders?
ii. 	Does the electorate voting pattern influenced by the			 candidates’ opinion?
iii. 	Does the experience of voter’s apathy influence the performances of office holder? 
iv. 	Does the government policies, politicians, TNEC operations, 	media, and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) influenced or 	contributed to voter apathy?
Research Hypotheses
HO1:	 There is significant relationship between peoples’ apathetic and the election of the right leaders.
HO2: 	There is no significant relationship between the voters’ apathy and the performance of office holders.
H03: 	There is significant relationship between the voters’ apathy		 and the performance of office holders.
H04: 	There is no significant relationship between the electorates’ voting pattern and party’s candidate opinion.
H05: 	There is significant relationship between the electorates’ voting patternand party’s candidate opinion.
Scope and Delimitation of the Study
The scope of this research work is on the populace and it is streamlined to Ilorin-West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
The study is limited to only the eligible voters in the Local Government Area as a result of some constraints faced by the researcher to carry out this study, the result of the research work cannot be generalized beyond its scope.


Significance of the Study
The importance of this research work cannot be overemphasized because it would drastically reduce the level of political apathy and voters would be encouraged to vote for the party of their choice.
It will also help the politicians, political parties and all the political stakeholders to know the various ways and methods to be adopted in reducing the level f apathetic behaviors of citizens in the political affairs.
It would also make the political affairs analyst, public office holder had various government organizations to know the problem that the apathetic citizens face which would enable them to find a lasting solution to such difficulties encountered by them.
Finally, this research work would serve as document for researchers willing to undertake similar or related studies and serve as a hint and backbone for them in their study.
Operational Definition of Terms
Political Party: It is a group of people that comes together to achieve a common goal and united in policy and opinion. 
Political Apathy: It is a situation where citizens of a country are indifferent and shows little interest or concern towards political activities in their country.
Politics: It is a matter of reaching collective decisions and taking actions. Voting Pattern: It is the electorate’s attitude towards the candidate seeking to be elected to a public office.
In other words, voting pattern can be regarded as the system adopted to vote for the candidates.
Apathetic Behavior: It is tire attitude of the citizens which shows no interest in the political system.
Vote: ii is considered as the rights to give an expression of opinion for or against, especially by ballot or by raising hands.
Ward: It is the division of a Local Government into a smaller segment.
Problems: It is a puzzling circumstance or a difficulty that has to be resolved or dealt with.










CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter will examines the literature work of the topic which is Nigeria voting pattern and problems of apathy in politics which is streamlined to Ilorin-West Local Government Area of Kwara State and it will be subdivided into the fo1lowiig headings:
i. Concept of Youths and Politics.
ii. The Concept of Voting Pattern.
iii. The Nigerian experiences on Voter apathy.
iv. The Global experiences on Voter apathy.
v. Youth Political Participation: A global exposition.
vi. Factors that Determine Voting Behavior.
This named above was aimed at examining the literature works of some authors concerning the topics been examined.
Concept of Youth and Politics
The relevance of youth to the total political and developmental process of societal transformation cannot be overemphasized. The department of political science and societal affairs of the United Nations, while examining challenges and contribution of the youth towards the realization of the Millennium Deve1opment Goals (MDGs observed that:
Youth are making a difference as activist, as leaders in community development and political aspiration, and by their record level of volunteerism. In many parts of the world, they may be, perceived as apathetic or disengaged, but this is largely inaccurate. World-wide, youth are by-passing traditional form of political participation (e.g. voting) through their activism and volunteerisrn.’’ (Youth and MiIlemium Development, (2005).
According to Uhuninwanglio and Oghator (2013), the prevailing conditions in most of the developing nations, especially Nigeria have seriously extenuated the potentials of the youth as agents of social change.
These challenges range from the economic and social to cultural obstacles. The treacherous triangle of poverty, illiteracy and unemployment in which the bulk of Nigerian youth are currently trapped has severely challenged their sensibility and has in the long run, given rise to what sociologist term attitudes 01 fatalist resignation and acceptance of situation. The growing culture of violence among youth organization like the Bakassi Boys, the Movement for the Actualization of a Sovereign State of Biafra (MAS SOB), the Egbese Boys) etc, are clear indications of systematic militarization of our democratic environment which has been the back-bone for political apathy in the country.
The Concept of Voting Pattern
Voting behavior is a form of electoral behavior. To make inferences and predictions about behavior concerning a voting decision, certain factors such as gender, race, culture or religion must be considered. 	Furthermore, a more theoretical approach can be taken when viewing electoral behavior such as viewing electoral participation of the people, wealth and region inwhich a voter lives which will impact upon their electoral choices. Voting behavior is often influenced by voter loyalty. The degree to which voting decision is affected by internal processes and external influences alters the quality of making truly democratic decisions..
Palfrey Thomas and Keith Poole in their work, “A paper on information id voting”, (1987) discuss that the information provided to the voter, not only influences who to vote for, but if they are pretending to vote or not have a direct effect on where one’s party identification lies. This is largely due to the ability to have the party agendas available and increase the understanding and recognition of the topics which is being dealt with by the aspirations.
When speaking of voting in relation to cleavages, there are some who are interesting factors to look into. The three cleavage factors are class, gender and religion. Firstly, religion is often a factor which influences one’sparty choice in which idea nowadays have been shifted from it dimensions. Secondly, there is class in which if one is considered the working class, they are more likely to vote for a party on the right side of the political scale and if they are 10 the middle class, they are more likely to identify with a party on the left side of the political scale. Lastly, it is the influence of gender. Women are more likely to, support the left list, parties. Moreover, one explanation for this is employment as women are more likely to work in the public sector. Parties on the left tend to support a more involved welfare state and inure funding in the public sector, therefore, people depending on a job within government driven sectors would benefit from a lithest party political agenda.


The Nigeria Experiences on Voter Apathy
Voter apathy has become a great challenge to Nigerian democracy. The issue has become a cankerworm that is refusing to go since the 2007 general election in Nigeria. The main threats then could be attributed to ballot box snatching, manipulation of votes at collation centres and lack of interest in political activities by many. These and others caused low turnout during the voter registrations in 2011 election.
Electoral process is a major pillar of democracy as the voter remains the most important stakeholder in the procedure. This is apparent as the electorate tends to lose confidence when democracy is imperiled. The main objective ol electoral process is to confer universal suffrage on the edibilityvotes who would exercise their franchise under an atmosphere of free, fair and credible electoral which in turn confers legitimacy on those elected. Thus, elections are necessary but it is disheartening that the electorate is losing confidence during electioneering period.
The immediate past governorship election and House of Assembly in 2019 across the state waitressed a lot of issues like low turnout of voters (only 34.7% came out of over 80 million registered voters). This is not the first time Nigerians will experience this as the 2003 presidential election also witnessed this setback. It is on record that voter turnout stood at 53.7% in 2011. 57.7% in 2007 and hit the jackpot of 69.1% in 2003. This is indeed on indication that something first is going on in the conduct of Nigeria election looking at the nexus that exists in vote buying, voter apart and the dec1araton of inconclusive result in some states across the country, there is a clear indication that something is not right.


The Global Experience on Voter Apathy
Nonetheless, young people, like their older contemporaries, appear to be skeptical of the way British political system is organized and led. This is not a new revolution content with the British political system become a visible phenomenon from the 1970s on wards with the publication of a series of key studies that uncovered a general sense of dissatisfaction with the functioning of democracy in Britainor that was pronounced among the young people (Royal commission, 1973a). 
In comparing young Britons with their American, German and Italian counterparts, Dennis, Lindbergh and McCone (1 971), Paint a negative picture of young Britons’ support for government and political institutions, demonstrating a generally unfavorable sense of national identity and critical disposition towards Britain’s role in the world. In similar vein, Hart (1978) uncovered a lack of basic trust or faith amongst British ten ‘agers’ in the functioning of British democracy.
The events of the succeeding years have done little to challenge Marsh (1977) contention that in general, people regard polities as ‘a remote and unresponsive system run by cynical and aloof political. If anything in the growing sense of remoteness and disenchantment with polities has with polities has vindicated the author of the minority report of the Royal Commission of the constitution (Royal Commission, 1974b), who urged urgent action to address what they perceived to be deep-seated problems with the following British political institutions.
At present, there appears to be widespread disillusion with polities and political institutions, with a series of recent indications suggesting that young people are less engaged than older age cohorts. There is a crisis of legitimacy in Britain with respect to politics, and then this crisis is perceived to be deepening when consideration is given to young people using conventional quantitative attitudinal or behavioral measures. In comparisons likely to vote in elections, less likely to be members of political organization, express less interest in politics, and are much less likely to offer a party identification [Parry, Moyser and Day (1992). Jowell and Park (1998)] Furthermore, young people are reported o be rightly disillusioned with the operation of system efficacy (Gaskin, Vlaemirke and Fenton. 1996).
Park (1995) suggests that a trend is emerging in the gap between young people’s interest in politics and that of older age cohorts has widened between 1986 sand 1994, while others have gone so far as to suggest that there is evidence of a ‘historica1 political disconnection’ amongst young people in Britain (Wilkinson, 1996). This perceived gap between it might be explained by eithera ‘generational or life cycle effect’. Parry, Moyser and Day offer tent6ative support to the life cycle interpretation in relation to conventional (electoral) political participation while also identifying sighs of a generational imprint in relation to unconventional (protest) politics (1992). Jowell and Park (1998) are slightly less hesitant in concluding that the ‘trend towards less engagement in politics among the young appears to signal a generational change rather than just an effect of the life cycle at work’.
However, the evidence from the key studies of the 1990s fails torn offer conclusive support for either of the two theoretical conceptualizations and the only area in which there appears to be unanimous agreement is in relation to the difficulty of dientang1ing the complex mixture of lifecycle and generational effects. Rather, research throughout the 1990s has tended to lend support to Parry, Moyser and Day (1992) contention that ‘all in all, it seems impossible to rule out either process’s.
Youth Political Participation: A Global Exposition
It is dated back that from the time ancient city-states of Greece, the role poof citizens participation in a democracy have been the subject of initiate debate Belirouzi, 2006). For some, models of direct democracy, as practiced in the Greek cities, were seen as the ideal and for others, a more restrictive model was preferred in which citizen participation was deemedless important than the need for a strong state which could enforce the law (Held, 2006).
Indeed, theories of participatory democracy also assume that citizens desire to participate, this is a notion which has been questioned most recently by (Hibbing and Thesis-Morse, 2005), who argue that most citizens would prefer not to participate actively in politics. Instead, many would opt for a stealth’ democracy in which elected representatives make decisions on their behalf, leaving them free to pursue other activities. In a lime of falling levels of formal political engagement in established democracies, this theory appears to correspond better with reality than participatory democracy (ibid).
Thus, although Hibbing and Theiss-Morse (2005), offer an interesting argument against the unrealistic demands of participatory society, they do not convincingly challenge the underpinning reasons for encouraging active political participation (Gamson, 2003). Though, less political participation can refer to less support for democratic norms and duties, disengagement    and or disaffection towards the political system (Norris, 1999 and Franklin, 2004). Large abstention, on the other band, can indicate apathy, alienation and disaffection of citizens (Anduiza, 2002).
Factors that Determine Voting Behavior
The study by Brady, Verba and Schlozan (1995) contributes significantly to the literature on determining voter behavior in that the acquirement of civic skills, time and money available play a strong role in determining voting behavior (especially on voter turnout) among voters. The measuring of acquirement of civic skills and time demonstrates a significant improvement and breakthrough in the study of voting behavior. Other scholars in the field have focus only on socio-economic status such as incondite and educational attainment (Brady, Verba and Scolzman, 1995). This study shows that these resources of time and acquirement of civic skills and its effects on political participation (especially on voting) can significantly alter the quality of democracy itself as citizens with less time to participate on civic and political issues and less acquirement of civic skills that are part of human development such as leadership, working and communication skills can potentially degrade the quality of democracy itself.
In another study in finding what determines voter behaviors, Fraga (2015) did a study in examining co-ethnic candidacy and racial and ethnic compos1tion with a jurisdiction, as a determinant for voter turnout. Fraga’s also acknowledges on past theories on race and voter turnout such as “empowerment” and “elite mobilization” theories, where the “empowerment” theory argues that individuals will likely to participate in voting when they feel their participation will have an impact on politics while “elite mobilization” argues that voter turnout depends upon the mobilization of the electorate by politicians that are seeking election.
The implications for Fräga’s study show that race and ethnicity itself does play a strong factor in determining voter behavior (especially for voter turnout) in elections. This contributes significantly to the literature on determinants of voting behavior as Fraga uses an observational methodology of individual-level turnout records in order to reduce bias in the findings (Fraga,2015, 12).




CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter will discuss the various methods and procedure that will be used by the researcher to carryout the research work that will however provide the basis for true presentation of the work under investigation.
Research Design
The research design that would be adopted for this study is a descriptive survey. In this approach, the researcher will make use of questionnaire method to probe into the problems of voting pattern and apathy. Simple percentage would be adopted as a method doe analyzing and organizing the data.
Population of the Study
The population of this research work is the whole Seven hundred and Seventy-four (774) Local Government Area across the country. Due to some hindrance as a result of res6urces and time constraints, the study  would be streamlined to ‘Ilorin-West Local Area Government of Kwara State and all the twelve (12) wards in the Local Government would be our popu1ation. The result that would be gathered would be generalized for the whole population.
Sample and Sampling Techniques
Simple random sampling technique will be used in selecting ten (10) respondents from each of the twelve (12) wards in Ilorin-wet Local Government Area of Kwara State from each polling, station. The total number of respondents for this research work wo1d be one-hundred and twenty (120) eligible voters.
Research Instrument
A well-constructed and self-developed questionnaire titled “Nigeria voting pattern aid problem of apathy in politics” would be used to elicit information from the respondents. The questionnaire would be divided into two sections (A and B). Section “A” would be used for collection of demographic information while Section “B” would consist some questionsthat demand responses about this research work from the respondents. The responses are four column for each question to which shows the degree of responses of respondents. They are to tick the one which best represent their degree of emphasis on each question. They are as follows:
A- Agree, SD-Strongly Disagree, D -D is agree, SD-Strongly Disagree

Validity of the Instrument
The validity of the instrument is concern on the testing of the instrument to determine whether it measure truly and accurately the quality of one’s want to measure the view of this afore mention. It is obtained through a content genuinely administered after been incorporated for improvement of the tiers of the questions.

Reliability of the Instruments
The reliability of the instrument would be determined through test and re-test method. This involved the administering of the instrument thrice at an interval to a subject of research population. Using this procedure, reliability coefficient of 0.05h would be obtained by correlating the scores from the two-time administration of the instrument using person moment correlation coefficient.
Procedure for Data Collection
The researcher would personally administer the questionnaire to the selected respondents after seeking their co-operation. A total number of one-hundred and twenty (120) copies of questionnaire will be distributed to elicit responses from the respondents and would be collected on the spot by the researcher. 


Procedure for Data Analysis 
The procedure that will be adopted for analysis the data will be simple percentage for frequency counts. This will make a clear assessment of the options of the respondent on the subject matter.










CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This section of the study will present analysis of the various data collected, in this chapter, results are presented in details with a brief explanation of each table, after which detailed dispassion of the results takes place.
Having administered’ the questionnaire, the completed copies were collected’ by the researcher. The data collected will be interpreted in a tabular form. The first set of data will present the tables of frequencies and percentages on demographic variables of the respondents. The last set of data will be the table of raw scores from presentation and testing of the hypothesis.
Demographic Variables of Respondents
The demographic variables of respondents will be presented below in tables:

Table 1: Gender of Respondents  
	Sex 
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%) 

	Male 
	65
	54.2%

	Female
	55
	45.8%

	TOTAL
	120
	100%


Sources: Field Survey, 2025
From the results obtained, it indicated that 65 (54.2%) were males and 55 (45.8%) were females. this reveals that males are actively involved in politics and are ready for meaningful participation than females.
Table 2: Age Brackets of Respondent 
	Age Bracket 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)

	18-25
	33
	27.5%

	2-34
	11
	9.2%

	35-42
	25
	20.8%

	43-50
	19
	15.8%

	51.58
	12
	10%

	60 and above 
	20
	16.7%

	Total 
	120
	100


Sources: Field Survey, 2025
The table above shows the distribution of questionnaires by number of age. It was revealed that majority of the respondents 33(27.5%) were in the age of 18-25 years with little experience of political participation due to the age, 2 6-34 years were 11 representing 9.2% and 25 represents the age of 35-42 years of 20.8%. also, 19 respondents representing 15.8% were in the age of 43-50, 12 in the age of 5 1-58 represents 10% while 20(1 were in the age of 60 and above, Thin indicate that youth is an unelectable factor in determining t1e political activity and engagement in the country.
Presentation of Result
In the bid to collect information from the respondents, the researcher distributed questionnaire to the selected and eligible voters to elicit information on the research work. The data obtained are as follows:
Table 3: Raw scores table generated items 
	Keys 
	Agree 
	Strongly agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly Disagree 
	Total 

	S/N
	(A)
	(SA)
	(D)
	(SD)
	120

	1
	60
	60
	-
	-
	120

	2
	50
	40
	20
	10
	120

	3
	10
	40
	60
	10
	120

	4
	30
	10
	50
	20
	120

	5
	40
	50
	20
	10
	120

	6
	30
	20
	20
	50
	120

	7
	60
	20
	30
	10
	120

	8
	20
	40
	40
	20
	120

	9
	80
	40
	-
	-
	120

	10
	60
	40
	10
	10
	120

	11
	30
	40
	40
	10
	120

	12
	20
	40
	60
	-
	120

	13
	70
	40
	-
	10
	120

	14
	70
	30
	20
	-
	120

	15
	50
	40
	20
	10
	120

	16
	50
	40
	30
	-
	120

	17
	90
	20
	-
	10
	120

	18
	60
	60
	-
	-
	120


Source: Field Survey 2025
The above table shows the degree of response received on a spot from the respondent on each of the question in the questionnaire.
Table 4: Percentage table of Scores 
	Keys 
	Agree 
	Strongly agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Total 

	S/N
	(A)%
	(SA)%
	(D)%
	(SD)%
	Percentage (%)

	1
	50.0
	50.0
	0
	0
	100

	2
	41.7
	33.3
	16.7
	8.3
	100

	3
	8.3
	33.3
	50.0
	8.3
	100

	4
	25.0
	8.3
	41.4
	16.7
	100

	5
	33.3
	41.7
	16.7
	8.3
	100

	6
	25.0
	16.7
	16.7
	41.7
	100

	7
	50.0
	16.7
	25.0
	8.3
	100

	8
	16.7
	33.3
	33.3
	16.7
	100

	9
	66.7
	33.3
	8.3
	8.3
	100

	10
	50
	33.3
	33.3
	8.3
	100

	11
	25
	33.3
	33.3
	8.3
	100

	12
	16.7
	33.3
	50
	0
	100

	13
	58.3
	33.3
	0
	8.3
	100

	14
	58.3
	25
	16.7
	0
	100

	15
	41.7
	33.3
	16.7
	8.3
	100

	16
	14.7
	33.3
	25
	0
	100

	17
	75
	16.7
	0
	8.3
	100

	18
	50
	50
	0
	0
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025

The above table represents the percentage of responses to each question on the questionnaire. 
Testing of Hypothesis
The hypothesis stated earlier in chapter one will be tested in this section. Contingency chi-square statistics will be used to test the entire hypothesis. All tested at  0.05 level of significance. In the process, if the calculated chi-square (x2) is greater than critical value of chi-square, the hypothesis i1l be rejected. This implied that there is significant relationship between the variables. The summary of results for the test of null hypothesis was the following:   
Null Hypothesis One:
There is significant relationship between the people’s apathetic behavior and the election of the right under.
The contingency chi-square statistics will based to test null hypothesis one at 0.05 level of significant, the people apathetic behaviorand the election of the right leaders.
	X2 cal
	X2 crit
	DF
	Levels

	24.32
	366.6
	13
	0.05


X2 cal =chi square calculate 
DF= Degree of freedom
X2 crit =chi square critical value 
level =alpha level  
From the table above, it was revealed that there was on any significant relationshipbetween people’s apathetic behavior and the election of the right 1eders. This was because the chi-square ca (X2 caI) is less than the chi-square critical (X2 Crit) and therefore, the null hypothesis was attained. This implies that the apathetic behavior do not influence the election of the right leaders.
Null Hypothesis Two
There is no significant relationship between the voters’ apathy and the performance of office holder.
Contingency chi-square statistics will be used to test null hypothesis two at 0.05 level of significance. The summary is as presented in the table below:
Table 6:
	X2 cal
	X2 crit
	DF
	Levels

	24.49
	408.3
	16
	0.05



X2 cal =chi square calculate 
DF= Degree of freedom
X2 crit =chi square critical value 
level =alpha level    
From the table above, it was revealed that there was no any  significant relationship between the votes’ apathy and performance office holder. This was because the chi-square critical than the Chi-square calculate (X2 cal) and therefore, the retained. This indicated that voters’ apathy do performance of office holder. 
Null Hypothesis Three:
There is no significant relationship between the electorates’ voter pattern and party’s candidate opinion.
The hypothesis will be tested using the contingency Chi-square at 0.05 level of significance. The summary of the result is as presented below:


Table 7:
	X2 cal
	X2 crit
	DF
	Levels

	24.49
	516.6
	23
	0.05


X2 cal =chi square calculate 
DF= Degree of freedom
X2 crit =chi square critical value 
level =alpha level    
From the table above, it was revealed that there was no any significant relationshipbetween the electorates’ voting pattern and party’s candidate opinion. This was because theChi-square critical (X2 Crit) 516.6 is greater than the Chi-square value of 24. 49 Therefore the null hypothesis is retained this indicated that electorates’ voting pattern do not influence the party’s candidate Opinion.
Discussion of Findings
The research work was specifically designed to determine the Nigeria voting pattern and problem of apathy in politics in Ilorin west Local government area of Kwara state. In order to achieve this purpose, four specific research questions and three hypotheses were raised simple percentage and frequencies were used in analyzing the personal data of respondents and Chi-square statistics was used to test the hypothesis at 0.05 level of significance.
The first objective was to identify the peoples’ apathetic behavior and the e1ection of the right leaders. It was observed that the two variables have no interrelationship as indicated in the responses of the respondent being analyzed. This was because it was rated first by the respondent. It was also revealed that right leaders can be elected ever by a more fever population because it has nothing to do with the population of voters
The second objective of the study was to determine the relationship between voters’ apathy and the performance of office holder. It was found out based on the analysis of the data collected from the respondents that apathetic behavior do not affect the performance of office holder, their performance is only based on what is been stipulated in their party manifesto and availability of found to execute their political promises.
The third objective was to examine the party’s candidate opinion whether it is influenced by the voting pattern. Data collected in respect of this objective presented shows that the belief of candidate is not being affected by any factors. It was only discovered that growth in electoral malpractices and repetition of a campaigns promises are only the factors that can affect the voting pattern of electorates.




CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
The study was carried out to examine the Nigeria voting pattern and proh1ern of apathy in politics in Ilorin-West local government area of Kwara state. In order to achieve this objective, it was aimed at finding ma lasting solution tothe apathetic behavior of electorates during elections. The apathy showcase by people does not have any effect on the body polity as derived from the research findings.
‘It also worth to be noted that it is bad habit not to participation of the political system as they have limited their franchise rights (rights to vote and be voted for) by themselves. The research work has, however made it glaring that the voting pattern, election of rights ;leaders and the performance of officeholder has no factor to influence it but only the growth in the electoral malpractices.
Conclusion
Human beings are unpredicted, so it is difficult to state he human political behaviors. In treating human behavior in political science, it cannot be compared to other natural science. This is true to the rate of individual difference among their and human beings are liable to change anytime according to their own wishes. Hence, individual should be allowed as an entity to examine the political ideologies of the parties and its own personal interest to participate in the political scene.
Based on the findings in this study, the following conclusions weredrawn:
a) 	Though the study of political participation has gained more research attention in developed democracies, the unstable democratic systemover the years still stands as a barrier to it practical achievements.
b) 	The poor political education and socialization limits the participation to elites who are supposed to be in the helm of the affairs in thepolitical system.
c) 	The level of satisfaction of the elected officials  and by opinion on whether voting helps to pick right leaders also among the problemwhy the level of apathetic behavior is still at its pinnacle:
d) 	The rough party politics and violent state of polling units should be transformed and changed from better political atmosphere.
Implications of the Study
This research project reveal the evil side of the unstable democratic system in the country, its effect on the less participation of the people in the body polity as a result of some level of satisfaction on the elected officials, violent state of polling units and many others. All these have caused a lot of damages and a high level of constraint to the people to’ actively participates in Nigeria political system.
This research work will therefore be useful in helping the electoratesto understand better the importance of participating in the political activities of their community.
The government could also find this research useful in the formulation of policy that would help them in setting up appropriate measures that will enhance the welfare of the people at the polling units which made the votes of the voters’ counts as they have expected.
Recommendations
The following recommendations were made based on the findings of the study.
1. 	The government should that they take the youth into cognizance before formulating policy that as o do with the political scene.
2. 	The government should ensure that adequate political education and socialization are provided to encourage and develop the people’s participation in the political affairs.
3. 	The INEC officials should also ensure and take it as heir responsibility to announce election results as voted and expected.
4. 	The government also has to ensure that there is provision of adequate law enforcement officers at the polling units to promote the peaceful atmosphere of the stations.
5. 	The people also have to be well educated and see franchise as one of their basic rights that are expected of them in their locality.

Limitations of the Study
During the course of this study, the researcher encountered some hindrances which serve as a s constraints to this research work which include the allocated time four this work, election on the .part of the respondents to quickly administer the question to provide basic answers needed for this study and limited amount of resources expected to be used to carry out the research ‘work.
Suggestions for Further Studies 
Based on the findings of this research work, the following suggestions are therefore made by the researcher for carrying out the same or related topic for further studies.
This study is concerned on the Nigeria voting pattern and problem of apathy in politics, other researchers should further on the research work by examining what would encourage the people to actively participate in politics
Research should also be carried out on voters’ attitude and behavior during election to allow the government to fix the problem at exactly its weakling areas.
An assessment on candidate’s competency should be carried out to assess their ability on managing the affairs of the public.
A way of ensuring a larger scope for this studying could be through the involvement of a larger sample from the case study that would be used for it.
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APPENDIX
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE,
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
Dear Respondent,
We are the Students of Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin and presently carrying out a research on Nigeria voting pattern and problem of Apathy in politics in Ilorin-West Local Government Area of Kwara State. We promise to treat every information supply here with utmost confidentiality. Thanks for your compliance.
SECTION A: Demographic Information
1. Sex: {Tick appropriate letter)	(a)Male (b) Female
2. Age bracket: {Tick appropriate letter)
(a)(18-25)years (d) (43-50)years
(b)(26-34) years (e) (5 1-58) years
(c) (3 5-42) years            (f) (59 and above)
3. Location:
4. Occupation: {Tick appropriate letter}
Civil servants [ ] Trader [ ]
Student [   ]          Businessman [    ]Others [   ]
5. Level of Education: {Tick appropriate letter}
0’ level [  ]         OND [   ] 
	HND   [   ]           NCE   [   ]
MSC [  ]            BSC    [   ]
PHD [   ]             Others[  ]
SECTION B
Please, kindly indicate yourresponse by marking of ticking the appropriate bracket.
A	-	Agree
SA	-	 Strongly Disagree
D	-	 Disagree
SD	-	Strongly Disagree
Hypothesis 1: There is no significant relationship between people’s apathetic and the election of the right leaders.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	A
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Voters of nowadays are not politically active and confident.
	
	
	
	


	2
	Apathetic behavior is as a result of struggle among the voters for economic freedom for poverty eradication
	
	
	
	

	3

	Youth believes that struggle is over and is no need for them to be involved in politics
	
	
	
	

	4
	Voters believe that involvement in party politics is boring and waste oftime
	
	
	
	

	5
	Education of the young people are low about the importance of voting
	
	
	
	

	6
	Young people believes that politics is for old people because they are busy with other things like sex money and alcohol
	
	
	
	



Hypothesis 2: There is significant relationship between the voters’ apathy and the performance of office holders.
	S/N
	ITEMS

	A
	SA
	D
	SD

	7
	Political apathy among the youth are    caused by the office holder performance
	
	
	
	

	8
	Voters turnout during election makes the politicians violate the office
	
	
	
	

	9
	The politics of government does not really consider the well-being of the youth
	
	
	
	

	10
	Government does not embark on extensive ca1npaign on the importance of political participation
	
	
	
	

	11
	Government is emphasizing on internships and cooperatives there are no special programmes for the youth    
	
	
	
	

	12 
	Laid down Government policies do not arose the interest of the voters  
	
	
	
	



Hypothesis 3: there is not significant between the electorates’ voting pattern and party’s candidate opinion.
	S/N
	ITEMS

	A
	SA
	D
	SD

	13
	Politicians are not doing well to encourage young people to vote for them 
	
	
	
	

	14
	Unsafe conditions of the polling unit influences the voting pattern 
	
	
	
	

	15
	Riding of electron by candidate causes  electoral apathy
	
	
	
	

	16
	Voters are not motivated by candidate with their campaign promises
	
	
	
	

	17
	Nepotism caused by the political appointee caused apathetic behaviour
	
	
	
	

	18
	Politicians do not delivers on their promises 
	
	
	
	



