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ABSTRACT
This study investigated the influence of social networking on the academic performance of Business Education students at Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. The study adopted a survey research design, with a sample of 420 students selected through stratified random sampling technique. A structured questionnaire was used as the primary instrument for data collection, while descriptive statistics such as frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation were employed to analyze respondents’ demographic data and perceptions. Inferential statistics, specifically Pearson’s correlation, were used to test the hypotheses at a 0.05 level of significance. Findings revealed that social networking sites such as WhatsApp and Telegram were frequently used by students for academic collaboration, group discussions, and resource sharing, which contributed positively to their learning outcomes. However, the study also established that excessive time spent on social networking for non-academic purposes had a significant negative effect on students’ academic performance, as reflected in a negative correlation between hours spent online and GPA. Conversely, academic-oriented use of SNSs showed a significant positive relationship with academic achievement. The study concluded that social networking is a double-edged tool, capable of enhancing students’ learning experiences when used constructively, but also capable of undermining academic performance if overused for entertainment and social interaction. It was recommended that students should adopt time management strategies to regulate non-academic social networking, lecturers should integrate academic use of social networking platforms into teaching, and the college management should organize digital literacy programs to maximize the educational benefits of social networking.
Keywords: Social Networking, Business Education, Academic Performance, Students, Kwara State College of Education.
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