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ABSTRACT
This study investigated the effects of oral literature on academic performance of students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Four research questions and hypotheses were formulated and tested. Relevant literature were studied conceptually, empirically, and theoretically. The study adopted descriptive survey design. The population of this study comprises all English language students of Kwara State college of education, Ilorin. A total of 100 respondents students were selected through purposive sampling techniques. Self-designed questionnaires was used in eliciting response from respondents. The validity of the research instruments was done through face and content validity while the reliability of the instruments coefficients was 0.75. The data collected were analyzed using frequency count and simple percentage. The findings of this study revealed that oral literature does not affect or influence the behavior of students negatively and it should be done as a subject in school. The result also shows that attitude of teachers toward the use oral folktales in teaching improve the students academic performance. The researcher found out that oral literature serves as a means of reducing and eradicating moral decadence in the society. Based on the findings of the study, it is recommended among others that teacher training programme should prepare teachers to cope effectively with the use of folktales/story telling in the classroom













TABLE OF CONTENTS
TITLE PAGE								I
CERTIFICATION								ii
DEDICATION								iii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS					           iv
ABSTRACT							           vi
TABLE OF CONTENTS							vii
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study							1
Statement of the Problem							4
Purpose of the Study							5
Research Questions							5
Research Hypotheses							6
Significance of the Study							6
Delimitation of the Study							7
Definition of Operational Terms 					8


CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE	
Theoretical Framework							10
Concept of Literature							11
Concept of Oral Literature						12
Oral English as an integral Part of the English language		15
Nature f Oral English							19
The impact of Oral English on Other aspect of English Language 20
Oral English versus Comprehension and Summary 			21
Component of Oral Literature in English taught at secondary school23
Appraisal of the Literature Review					28
CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Research Design								32
Population									33
Sampling and Sampling Technique					33
Research Instrument							33
Validity of the Instrument						34
Reliability of the Instrument						34
Procedure for Data Collection						35
Administration of the Instrument					35
Data Anallysis Technique						35
CHAPTER FOUR: RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 			
Results									36
Discussion of Findings							43
CHAPTER FIVE: SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary									45	
Conclusion									45
Limitation of the Study							46
Recommendations								46
Suggestion for Further Studies						47
REFERENCES								48
APPENDIX								52
								


[bookmark: _GoBack]CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
	Oral literature is the unwritten form of African art which is presented as folktales, proverbs, legends myths and riddles in non-literature societies. It is the response of critical knowledge, philosophy and wisdom with its unique essential challenges through narratives, poetry, songs, dance myths and fables. It provides a portrait for the true meaning of life as experienced by the society and its particular time and place. It also encapsulates the traditional beliefs, values and the nature of the society itself and provides a system of laws through which a code of conduct of a society is established (Okoh, 2015).
	Oral literature has its distinctive form, content and style which differs it from the written type. However, both possess common grounds in terms of utilitarian values. In oral narrative performance, there is a rapport and aesthetic harmony between the audience and the narrator which is not the case with the written literature at the time of composition. The narrator as the custodian of the societal morals, greatly exploits gesticulation which he employs to explain reasons for given situations, express as emotions of anger, joy, sympathy, sadness or happiness for effective dramatic effect and delivery (Nowdwa & Austine, 2023).
	Oral literature means oral works of high merit which are products of creative use of imagination by the artist of the spoken words in pre-literate communities. Such works are composed mentally by the illiterate raconteur, stored in the memory and then spoken, recited, chanted or song on specific occasions (Ikwubzo, 2023). It consists of prose, verse, proverbs, folktales and riddles. Values on the other hand is the collection of guiding principle, what one deems to be correct and desirable in life, especially regarding personal conduct. They are beliefs about what is right and wrong and what is important in life. (Horny, 2015) Ogunbameru and Rotimi (2016) observed that ‘’values are all inclusive, deeply internalized personal feeling that direct action’’ thus, values may not be seen, but are recognized in the behavior of child as leaders of tomorrow, the young one are given the basic spiritual and cultural training to enable them take over the adult responsibilities in order to maintain and sustain the societal development. The use of Yoruba oral literature (folktales) as a tool for value inculcation to children and youth is the concern of this research.
	Folktales is perhaps the most common African narrative prose written or orally presented which is handed down to the next generation through the ages. It uses human beings, animals, spirits and other supernatural phenomena like giants, strange animals as its characters to represent human virtue and can be seen as allegory through which the realities of human world are dramatized in such a way that it emphasized certain human dilemma.
	What scares us in the face today as a nation is a far cry from what it was in the past as our rich cultural heritage and wisdom enshrined in oral art form is on the brink of extinction. Sadly, it is simply as a result of our unbridled indolence and cynical attitude toward the collapsing morals over the years. Infact, the present stirring situation is only comparable to a sad and helpless situation of a hunter whose dog has gone mad and turned against him. Our indolence and cynical attitude has led to the cultural disorientation and deracination. Achebe (1964) affirms this ‘’the worst thing that can happen to any person is the loss of their dignity and self-respect.
Statement of the Problem
	It has been observed that societal ills and vices abound in every nook and cranny of this country and all over the world. The rate at which the youths and students are involved in immoral attitude and decline of our rich indigenous cultural values that encourage morality and good behavior which the children and youths of the past were known for are responsible for these ugly situations in the country today. Many children and youth do not speak their indigenous language (mother tongue) neither do they understand the culture and traditions for their people. This is not surprising as culture and tradition go hand in hand with language. This research supports that the only way out is for us to return to our cultural tradition which the people of the past used in entertaining and educating their children and youths.
	The research is of the view that oral literature (folktales), when used to lay solid foundation in upbringing and educating the children and youths, it will go a long way in inculcating moral values to them.
Purpose of the Study 
	The main purpose of this research is to find out the effect of oral literature on academic performance of students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
Specifically, it aims to find out 
- how oral literature affect the students academic performance in english language
- how oral literature affect the students moral behavior. 
Research Questions    
The following research questions were formulated to guide the study
1. Does oral literature influence the behavior of students?
2. Do teachers engaging in oral literature during class improve academic performance of their students?
3. Does the knowledge of oral literature uplift the moral status of students?
4. Does the knowledge of oral literature change the level of moral decadence in the society.
Research Hypotheses 
The following hypotheses were tested
H01: There is a significant influence of  oral literature on the behavior of students.
H02: There is a significant improvement of the academic performance of students when teacher engage in oral literature.
H03: There is a significant upliftment of moral status of students due to the knowledge of oral literature.
H04: There is a significant changing in the level of moral decadence in the society due to the knowledge of oral literature.
Significance of the Study 
	This study would be of immense benefits to numerous stakeholders, the first of which are the children themselves, youth, parents and teachers. This study will help the children and youths to learn moral values in the school and society at large.
	The study will shed more light into the level of moral decadence in the society and try to proffer remedy to the problems of moral decadence in the society. It will also aid the major and how moral values are abused and lost in our society.
	This research work is carried out in order to advise parents and teachers to serve as the mirror or model which the children imitate and imbibe in sustaining societal values and aid in curbing immoral behavior in the society.
	It also aims at proffering a teaching model by which oral literature can be used as a tool for teaching and learning moral values to students. Based on the knowledge of moral values and what is seen as moral uprightness, the study can go ahead to put a perimeter to assess these values in our society through various media such as folktales, riddles etc. 
Delimitation of the Study 
	The researcher intends to conduct this work within Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. The study is restricted to this study area due to financial, time and resources constraints. It is therefore limited to selected students of English language within the study area. 
Definition of Operational Terms 
Literature: is a spoken or written medium, which uses language, plot, settings, theme to give us the picture of what life looks like. It is also a caricature of life and everything embedded in it. Literature mirrors the life in their sense that it enables us to know and understand what is going on in our society or other country. Through literature we gain a lot of experiences, we learn about our people’s and other peoples culture and traditions.
Oral literature: is an unwritten form of African art which is presented as folktales, proverbs, myths, legends and riddles in non-literate society.
Moral: is a code of conduct that relates to principles of right and wrong in behavior, especially for teaching right behavior.
Values: value is the usefulness and importance of something or someone.
Defiance behavior: the feeling or spirit of being defiant, it also means boldly resisting of position in behavior of people.
Academic performance: this refers to the numerical scores of a student’s knowledge representing the degree of a student’s adaptation to school work and the educational system. 













CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
	In this chapter, a review of literature, which provided conceptual framework for this study, was undertaken in attempt to examine oral literature as a medium of teaching moral values on children and youths, based on the following sub-heading.
· Theoretical framework
· Concept of Literature
· Concept of Oral Literature
· Oral English as an Integral Part of the English Language
· The Nature of Oral English
· Oral English Versus Comprehension and Summary
· Oral English and Essay Writing
· Components of Oral Literature in English taught at Secondary
· Appriasal of the literature Reviewed
Theoretical Framework
The input-output theory (Krashen, 2015) guides this research. The choice of this theoretical framework is dictated by the fact that this paper focuses on forms of oral literature in English as input and learners’ language as output brought by teaching oral literature in English. This paper sought to reveal the relationship between the two variables: input, or forms of oral literature, and output, viz., learners’ language performance. Krashen’s input-output theory is considered appropriate to guide this study because it emphasizes that effective teaching of oral literature in English takes place when there is adequate interaction between learners and teachers. The learners acquire the second language material (L2), such as oral literature in English, by actively focusing on the teacher's words, thereby improving their language performance in tests and exams (Langer & Ngnoumen, 2018).
Concept of Literature
	Literature can be seen as a spoken or written medium which uses language, plot, theme, setting to give us the picture of what life looks like literature represents the culture and tradition of a language of people (Mardiani and Hanifah (2023). The concept is difficult to precisely define, though many have tried, it is clear that the accepted definition of literature is constantly changing and evolving. We gain a lot of experiences through literature, we learn about other people’s culture and traditions as well as our people’s culture and traditions which means that literature serves as window to the world. It also teaches moral. Most of the storybooks, poem you read and the folktales you listen to teach us moral. Moral helps us to learn the norms and value of the society (Aremu, 2020).
Concept of Oral Literature
	Oral literature is the unwritten form of African art which is presented as folktales, proverbs, legends, myths and riddles in non-literate societies. It is repository of critical knowledge, philosophy and wisdom. With its unique existential challenges through narratives, poetry, songs, dance myths, fables, it provides a portrait for the true meaning of life as experienced by the society at its particular time and place. It also encapsulates the traditional beliefs, values and the nature of the society is established.
Oral literature has its distinctive form, content and style which differs it from the written type. However, both possess common grounds in terms of utilitarian values. In oral narrative performance there is a rapport and aesthetic harmony between the audience and the narrator which is not the case with the written form in time of composition. The narrator has the custodian of the societal morals greatly exploits gesticulation which he employs to explain reasons for given situations, express emotions of anger, joy, sympathy, sadness or happiness for effective dramatic effect and delivery. Thus the audience is actively involved in the production which has direct impact on the audience (Mardiani and Hanifah (2023), .
	Oral narrative performance, like all speech acts is a communication system in which a social discourse takes place principally between a narrator or a performer an audience. It communicates ideas, emotions, beliefs and appreciations of life. It defines, interprets and elaborates on the societies vision of realities and the dangers in the world. It fosters feeling of solidarity with others who have similar experienced. In all instances, human instinct to find balance, harmony, beauty in the world in order to explain the causes of the human suffering and evil in the society and suggest ways of mediation and heeling of the suffering (Aremu, 2020).
To a great extent, the phrase "Oral literature" seems self-contradictory. It is an oxymoron a situation where two contractor things are place scale-by-scale. The word "Oral" denotes that which is spoken and not written. On the other hand, "literature" means that which is written down for one who is literate in the language to read and understand. Whenever the term "literature" is mentioned, mind goes to that which is written down rather than spoken therefore, when the two words are juxtaposed so that we have oral literature. It sounds awkward. 
According to Okoh (2015), oral literature comprises two words, oral and literature, it is appropriate to take as our starting point on examination of both terms. The second and weightier is derived from the Latin word, littera (letter of the alphabet< litterae letters), is one commonly used in modern term. 
According to Nowdwa and Austine (2023) oral literature includes "those utterances, whether spoken, recited or sung, whose composition and performance exhibit to an appreciation degree the artistic character of accurate, observation, vivid imagination and ingenious expression". Similarly, Canadian Encyclopedia suggests that the phase "oral literature" is sometime used interchangeably with folklore, but it usually has a broader focus. It is the means of transmitting the totality of a people to the younger generation in spoken means.
Aristotle has defined literature as an imitation of life. It is therefore, possible that one can compose story that apply mirrors one's society and tell the story direct audience. Although, the story is not written down, the audience listens and enjoys the story as the recorder tells the story. If any member of the recorder's audience is literate, he may document the story of the recorder in written form. When such is done, we have literature born out of orality.
Oral English as an Integral Part of the English Language
From the foregoing, the researcher observed that there are two types of medium by which a language can be expressed. That is, the spoken and the written form. What then are the component of the spoken form on which students are tested? This question brings into the prominent of Oral English even through mobile application (Rosell-Aguilar, 2018).
Oral English according to Omugbo (2020) “Oral English is the spoken form of the written English which deal primarily with the production of sounds and its arrangement into words, syllable and sentences”. Gimson (2019) an English phonetician defines oral as the study of the English speech sounds in relation to the place and manner of articulation and interplay of those sounds to form words, phrases and sentences that are being governed by other prosodic features. Simply put, Oral English is the primary form of language acquisition and language learning. Learning of any language, which Abercrombie’s refers to as “noises” as earlier, pointed out and are being regarded as “contextualized systematic sounds” by Halliday. Oral English reemphasizes the significance of the widely acclaimed skills of language acquisition and learning which leads to an effective performance of learner in the language. The four major skills of language learning have been identified as; listening, speaking, reading and writing.
The Listening Skill
Listening is receiving language through the ears .It involves identifying the sounds of speech and processing them into words and sentences. Listening is the absorption of the meanings of words and sentences by the brain. Listening leads to the understanding of facts and ideas. According to Lawal (2021) listening is said to be an activity that continues throughout the child’s lifetime and communicative competence that is closely related to competence in the language concerned. The competence of a child in a language is a reflection of his listening ability. Listening is concerned with the use of auditory nerves. The linguistic data enter into the learner ear in a raw form before they are stored, recall processed and articulated for communication. The more perfect a learner is in listening skill, the more he improves in his performance in the language. The listener observes nonverbal cues such as facial expressions. Perspiration, respiration rates, gestures, postures and numerous other subtle body language signals. It is estimated that 80% of what we communicate comes from these signals. We listen with our eyes as well as with our ears (McGraw, 2016; Haung, Lee & Yang, 2019).
Speaking Skill
This is also an important skill as it portrays the learner’s performance over a language learnt. According to Dixon (1969), the speaking skill has two parts; producing accurately the sounds of the language and combining these sounds into utterances for the purpose of communication.
Reading Skill
Reading skill is a mental activity. Like Bayo Lawal observes, “reading is the window through which peep into the outside world”. Through reading we “get” to many places and “come across” many people and learn their way of life. In reading skill, the student decode the printed page, translate the written symbols into meaningful symbols and this use the idea gained from reading to comprehend text. The types of reading as listed by Akere: “The use of English” (2017) include reading aloud, silent reading, intensive and extensive reading.
Writing Skill
This skill according to Kolawole (2022), is the most complex of the four language skill. This is simply because it contains and demands more sophisticated artistic skill. The different types of writing such as narrative, descriptive, expository, argumentative, letter writing etc. make the skill more complex.
The Nature of Oral English
Oral English was reintroduced into the senior secondary school’s syllabus with the aim of improving the performance of students in the language with reference to social situation. Prominence is given to this aspect of the language and a score of 20% of the score in English is allocated to it. West African Examination Council (WAEC) recommendation on Oral English (2020) stated that the test would be on: (1)Listening comprehension, (2) Oral composition reading
Listening Comprehension
Here, the listening skill of students are tested as they have to listen to recorded text on tape.
Oral Composition and Reading
These aspect are designed to forestall the oratory aspect of the language. They test for lexis and structure, free flow of thoughts, stress and intonation. The reading text is expected to be done twice, at the first reading the candidate is examined for the pronunciation skill while in the second reading;stress and intonation are taken of.
The Impact of Oral English on Other Aspect of English Language
Another major aspect of English language examination is the written form. This written including text on lexis and structure (grammar) essay and summary. According to Hornby (2015) “Lexis and structure are the arrangement of small piece of words into definite patterns.” The structure of a language is perceived by Afolayan (2018) as “the systematic relation of words.” Here, the focus is drawn at the constituent of each linguistic unit e.g. the subjects, predicate and adjunct. Oral English provides a recipe by which an improved performance on lexis and structure can be achieved e.g. Oral English takes cognizance of pronunciation, and words formation. All these could help learners to write good and well-structured sentences.
Oral English Versus Comprehension and Summary
Often times in language teaching the oral drill and vocabulary development precede the written comprehension. The essence of this is to acquaint learners with how to pronounce some of the words that they will come in contact with while reading the passage. Kolawole (2022) observes, Oral English provides an insight into knowing what the subject matter of a text is all about.
Summary is an extended form of a comprehension passage. Grieve and Pratt (2015) see summary as a bread form of the comprehension passage whose aim is to bring out only the silent point out of the numerous sentences that make up the piece. It has been observed that students who do well in reading will have their problem considerably reduced when tackling question on summary.
Oral English and Essay Writing
To say that somebody understands a language implies that he can speak it. In a school setting or any formal setting, the knowledge of a language has to do with both the oral and written performance in the language. Like Akanbi (2021) observes “a teacher needs to be competent in the spoken form of English, construct good and well-structured sentences over a wide range of topics so as to inculcate good speaking and writing habits in the minds of his students”. The attainment of this objective as highlighted by Akanbi (2021) is a gradual process which I believe could be accomplished through the various unit of the English lesson of which the oral English is not the least but rather a basics towards understanding and improving students’ performance in English examination. It has been observed that students are asked to write topic. The point is unless one tries to speak a language he might not know the language. And since oral composition provides an avenue for students to express themselves, the written aspects becomes easier. Again, for one to continue written so that grammatical errors and malapropism might reduce.
Oral English provides a pool of writers to fish upon. It is then left for students to internalize all the rules that they have learnt pertaining the language and write on any topic out of their stock of experience and exposure.
According to Bamisaye (2022) “all phonemes, words and phrases and the prosodic features inherent in Oral English provide an insight towards a better performance of learners of English as a language users in all facets of English teaching-learning situation”. However, he assert further that the impact of Oral English is much more felt in lexis and structure comprehension and essay than in summary.
Components of Oral Literature in English taught at Secondary
Secondary schools teach oral literature in English in a variety of ways. For instance, teachers can employ various methods and techniques when teaching drama. These methods can include, but are not limited to, the following techniques: the following teaching methods: Collaborative learning in group discussion: Drama instruction necessitates active participation in group discussions while teaching and learning. Teachers emphasize students' engagement in shared experiences, events, and situations, using literature as a working language. Working under the close supervision and guidance of a teacher, students are able to absorb information and engage in various forms of group communication. Thus, it promotes fluency through practice. In that vein, when learners interact by expressing their ideas and emotions using gestures and facial expressions, they develop their communicative competences (Syukri et al., 2022; Uysal & Yavuz, 2018).
Another technique is role-playing, which involves teachers assigning roles for learners to play in small groups or pairs. It provides a variety of opportunities for practicing communication. Role-playing is a literary element or form that helps students create and carry out events that improve communication skills. This allows students to better perform English aspects such as speaking and writing activities. The point made here is consistent with Mardiani and Hanifah (2023), who argue that collaborative drama activities improve learners' English language skills. As highlighted in Alasmari and Alshae'e's (2020), role play has outstanding potential to help learners experience knowledge in five different but complementary aspects, such as spatial, psychological, mental, social, and personal. It is believed that an effective combination of these enables learners to acquire the skills necessary to learn a language. It is critical to closely monitor prose instruction. According to Alasmari and Alshae’e (2020), script writing not only reinforces students’ writing ability but also helps integrate other language skills. Indeed, teaching oral literature aims to facilitate a change of attitude in learners, broaden their awareness of literary heritage, sharpen their sensitivity, and build up their lexis. The teacher can achieve this by explaining and processing the plot, characters, themes, style, and setting, and connecting them to the objective of enhancing students' English achievement. Additionally, for learners to meaningfully seek out literary usefulness and develop their reading skills, they must be able to read, recite, and script literary works. It sharpens students' spoken English.
According to Deepa and Ilankumaran (2018), poetry serves not only as a literary model but also as a model for teaching language skills such as reading and writing. Poetry, as an effective method of teaching languages, helps to foster cultural understanding and language proficiency. As a result, teaching poetry also plays an important role in students' language performance. Poetry incorporates language teaching methods that focus on specific poems, thereby making lessons more practical. We accomplish this by employing rhythm, also known as saying, which refers to a series of words or phrases characterized by distinct connections between long and short syllables. Actually, we can use rhythm efficiently to teach English sounds and enhance learners' fluency in the language through speaking practice. Similarly, the use of choral reading in teaching oral literature leads to reading poems jointly in class, in rows, or in pairs. This style of oral literature instruction allows learners to develop the ability to read aloud, which helps boost their speaking skills in the short and long term.
Khatib et al. (2021) found that oral literature improves and develops individual language skills, namely listening, writing, speaking, and reading. Scholars suggest that oral literature serves as a composite structure that facilitates the acquisition of a target language, thereby enhancing the user's proficiency in that language. Mainland research shows that oral literature classes help students find their voices. So having students speak in another language and helping them express themselves have a lot in common (Mainland, 2013).
Finally, Murat (2015) believes that the role of a novel or a poem is to guide learners towards more linguistic expressions based on the real, situational, and authentic experiences that characters have in literary works. Likewise, reading works of different literary genres allows students to become familiar with a variety of language forms, functions, and communicative meanings. Written texts like novels, short stories, poems, and plays provide words that aid learners in understanding how communication occurs in this country, particularly when presenting situations involving characters from diverse backgrounds, societies, and regions. Overall, literature and language are both interdependent. Oral literary forms are effective means to nurture language understanding and its use in human day-to-day communication. Those genres embody essential lexico-semantic and literary aspects, taken as a pool from which language learners can draw to enhance not only language proficiency (Bazimaziki, 2023).
Oral literature can help develop language proficiency because it fosters the creation of quality literature (Brahmadevara, 2013).
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
English language has become a medium of imparting knowledge to the university students. Emphasis is even placed on the study of English language so much that it forms part of the basic requirement that a candidate must pass creditably before he or she could be considered for an admission into the tertiary institutions. Except where it is otherwise stated, a credit pass is often demanded. However, a failure in English language put ones’ career at stake. The subject therefore becomes a core subject just as mathematics.
Like French (2023) observes, English language came to Nigeria via trade, religion and colonization which were brought about by the Europeans and since Nigeria society is multilingual in nature, their adoption of English language as the official language becomes inevitable so as to forestall national peace and unity. Language is a means of communication and the essence of acquiring any language is to be able to communicate effectively and interact socially, economically, scientifically and politically with other people in the acquired language Bamigbose (2021) noticing these assess that “the Nigeria children access to the cultural and scientific knowledge of the world is largely through English since the language of instruction has remained largely English”.
Odusina (2020) attesting to this fact states that the aim of teaching language in Nigeria is to enable citizens to communicate orally and literally in the language study as well as to interact easily with the language speaking people in the world. From this, the researcher infers that language is the basic tool in the teaching-learning process. The classroom situation becomes the microenvironment from the acquisition and the experimentation of language teaching and learning. The diversified use of language is taught here so as to facilitate communication in the larger society like any other factory product; the teaching and learning of the language undergo processes which should be painstakingly observed to attain perfection required in the English speaking community.
However, the performance of students in recent times, there has hitherto been a recurrent mass failure. And with the introduction of oral English again into S.S.C.E curriculum, the situation becomes worse than before. The result of mock examination conducted for students in some years past shows clearly the laissez-faire attitude of students to this aspect of English language. Some of them have developed a strong dislike for this aspect and they are confronted with the problem of how express themselves in simple and clear terms when asked to read or say few things on a given topic.
The inclusion of oral English in the S.S.C.E syllabus has become a necessity because of numerous school certificate leavers who could not express themselves clearly in good English in their daily encounters. It needs to be pointed out here that the attempt is not geared towards bringing the students down, but an attempt towards improving their grammatical structure and write-ups.
Speaking has become a skill of paramount significance to acquire. Waddell (2021) posits that a good method to enhance students’ speaking skill is through the use of digital video. Ashort film production through the use of Window Media player(WMM)which is a very basic programme enhances creative thinking, flexibility, originality and elaboration along with inspiration, motivation and confidence for both primary and secondary schools pupils and students to use English Language. Writing according to Morolahan, Adegbaye,Balogun and Johnson (2017),can be perplexing for many students, because it requires correct use of grammatical structure. Unlike spoken Language, written Language cannot accommodate gestures orbody language to support that what it is that needs to be understood or conveyed.








CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter explains the methods to be employed in carrying out this study. It is done under the following sub-headings:
· Research Design
· Population of the Study
· Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Research Instrument
· Validity of the Instrument
· Reliability of the Instrument
· Administration of the Instrument
· Data Analysis Technique
Research Design
	This research designed is a descriptive study based on survey. Descriptive design gives a picture of situation or a population as it exists. The study will also employ survey method because survey study samples, where total population cannot be covered. In this case, questionnaire will be design and employ to source information from students jn Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
Population 
	The population for this study will be drawn from all two hundred level (200L) students of English Department in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin which made up of 189 students. 
Sample and Sampling Technique
One hundred respondents will be selected from all the NCE 200L English Language students of Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin using simple random sampling technique. 
Research Instrument 
	A research-designed questionnaire will be used to elicit response on effect of oral literature on the academic performance of English students. The questionnaire is divided into two sections. Section A was for personal data and section B for the structural type questions. The respondents were required to tick against the answer of their choice.

Validity of the Instrument 
	The validity of the research instrument will be ensured by giving drafts of the instruments to some lecturers in the Department of English Language. Copies were also given to some experienced teachers in junior secondary schools, they all help to effect relevant suggestion and modification for face and content validity. The instrument was then given to the researcher’s supervisor for final correction before drafting the final copy for administration.
Reliability of the Instrument  
	According to Denzin and Lincon (2005) reliability is the extent with which such an instrument consistently measures what it purports to measure.
	In this study, a pilot study was taken place firstly by selecting (10) students from the research population but outside the actual sample. The ten teachers were given instrument to respond to. Thereafter, their responses was scored and collated. Then, two set of scores was correlated by means of Pearson Product Moment Correlation Formula. The correlation coefficient obtained was 0.83 and if it is like that, it means the instrument achieved very high test reliability.
Administration of the Instrument
	With permission from the schools principals and other relevant authorities, the researcher personally administered the questionnaire to the respondents (students) in each selected school. All filled questionnaire will be retrieved at once by the researcher.
Data Analysis Technique
	Simple percentage will be used in analyzing the data obtained from the respondents.








CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Presentation of Results
	In this chapter, the discussions of the result are presented in details. 
Section A
Table 1: analysis of respondents based on gender
	Gender
	Respondents
	Percentage %

	Male
	35
	35%

	Female
	65
	65%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025.
Table 1 show that female respondents were more than male respondents.
Table 2: Analysis of the respondents based on Age.
	Age
	Respondents
	Percentage%

	18-25
	60
	605

	26 and above
	40
	40%

	Total
	100
	100%


 Source: Field Survey, 2025.
	Based on the findings, it shows that 60% of the respondents were 13years old, while 40% of the respondents were 14years old.
Table 3: Analysis of respondents based on course combination
	Gender
	Respondents
	Percentage %

	Eng/SOS
	20
	20%

	Eng/Pol
	20
	20%

	Eng/Music
	20
	20%

	Eng/ISS
	20
	20%

	Eng/Yor
	20
	20%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025.
Section B
Research Question 1: Do oral folktales influence the behavior of student?
Table 4
	S/N
	Items
	Respondents
	Total

	
	
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	

	1.
	oral literature influences the moral values of students
	82 (82%)
	17 (17%)
	-
	1
(1%)
	100%

	2.
	Oral folktales assist the students in realizing the mistakes of their orientor and prevent them from doing such. 
	82 (82%)
	16 (16%)
	1 (1%)
	1
(1%)
	100%

	 13
	The absence of the use of oral literature in our educational system is one of the sources of moral decadence in our society
	50 (50%)
	24 (24%)
	10 (10%)
	16 (16%)
	100%

	2.
	Folktales is a medium of awarding reward and punishment to the students
	59 (59%)
	20 (20%)
	13
(13%)
	8 (8%)
	100%


 Source: Field Survey, 2025
	It has been observed from the table below that oral folktales influence the behavior of students positively because, 82% of the respondents strongly agreed, 17% of the respondents agreed while 1% of them strongly disagreed. 82% of the respondent also strongly agreed that folktales assist the students in realizing the mistakes of their orientor and prevent them from doing such, 16% of the respondents agreed, 1% of the respondent disagreed and 1% of them also strongly disagreed
	The result also shows that oral folktales does not influence the behavior of students negatively, because 50% of the respondents strongly agreed that the absence of oral literature in our educational system is one of the sources of moral decadence in our society, while 24% of the respondents agreed, 10% of the respondents disagreed and 16% of them strongly disagreed to that. Moreover, 59% of the respondents strongly agreed that folktales is a medium of awarding reward and punishment to the students 20% of the respondents agreed, 13% of them disagreed and 8% of the respondents strongly disagreed.
Research Question 2: Do teachers engaging in oral folktales during class improve the academic performance of their students?
Table 5
	No 
	Item 
	Responses
	Total

	
	
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	

	1.
	Challant attitude of teachers toward the use of oral folktales in teaching the students improve their academic performance
	50 (50)%
	30 (30%)
	6 (6%)
	14 (14%)
	100%

	2.
	The use of folktales by the teacher in class engage more seriousness in the academic performance of the students
	63 (63%)
	27 (27%)
	5 (5%)
	5 (5%)
	100%


   Source: Field Survey, 2025.
	From the table 5 above, which deals with the teachers engaging in oral folktales, 50% of the respondents strongly agreed that challant attitude of teachers toward the use of oral folktales in teaching improve students academic performance, 30% of the respondents agreed, 6% of them disagreed and also 14% of the respondents strongly disagreed. While, 63% of the respondents strongly agreed that the use of folktales by the teacher in class engages more seriousness to the academic performance of students, 27% of the respondents agreed, 5% of the respondent disagreed and 5% of them also strongly disagreed, which means teachers engaging in oral folktales improve the academic performance of their students. 
Research Question 3: Does the knowledge of oral literature uplift the moral status of student?
Table 6
	No
	Items
	RESPONDENTS
	Total

	
	
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	

	1.
	Oral literature also serves as a means of reducing and eradicating moral decadence in the society
	62 (62%)
	26 (26%)
	6 (6%)
	6 (6%)
	100%

	2.
	Knowledge of oral literature increases the moral status of students
	69 (69%)
	23 (23%)
	18 (18%)
	-
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	From the result in table 6, which talks about the knowledge of oral literature, it shows that 62% of the respondents strongly agreed that oral literature serves as a medium of reducing  and eradicating moral decadence in the society, 26% of the respondents agreed, 6% of them disagreed and 6% of the respondents also strongly disagreed. While, 69% of the respondents strongly agreed that us of students, 23% of the respondents agreed and 18% of the respondent disagreed. From the result, it has been observed that knowledge of oral literature uplift the moral status of students.
Research Question 5: Does the knowledge of oral literature change the level of moral decadence in the society.
Table 7
	No
	Item
	Responses 
	Total

	
	
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	

	1.
	Parents inability to use their mother tongue or first language at home to their wards is one of the sources of moral decadence in the society
	61 (61%)
	34 (34%)
	5 (5%)
	-
	100%

	2.
	Lesson learnt from folktales serves as deterrent to the students 
	64 (64%)
	28 (28%)
	8 (8%)
	-
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025.
	From the table above, which talks about knowledge of oral folktales. Change the level of moral decadence in the society. 61% of the respondents strongly agreed that parents inability to use their mother tongue on first language at home to their wards is one of the sources of moral decadence in the society, 34% of the respondents agreed and 5% of them disagreed, 64% of the respondents strongly agreed that lesson learnt from folktales serves as deterrent to the students, 28% of them agreed with it while 8% of the respondents disagree. Therefore, it  can be seen that parents who do not use their mother tongue at home to their children is a source of moral decadence and also, lesson learnt from oral folktales serves as deferent to the students i.e the lesson they learnt stop them in behaving abnormally.
Discussion of Findings
	From the results in table 1, which responds to oral literature influence the behavior of students positively, the researcher found out that oral folktales assist the students in realizing the mistakes of their orientor and prevent them from doing such and oral literature  also influence the moral values of students.
	From the results in table 2 which deals with oral literature, influences the behavior of students negatively. The researcher discovered that the absence of the use of oral literature in our educational system leads to moral decadence in the society and also folktales should serve as a medium of awarding reward and punishment to the students. Therefore, oral literature does not affect or influence the behavior of students negatively and it should be done as a subject in school.
	From the result in table 3, which talks about teachers engaging in oral folktales during class. The result shows that challant attitude of teachers toward the use oral folktales in teaching improve the students academic performance because   over 80 percent of the respondents agreed and also the use of oral folktales by the teacher in class engages more seriousness to the academic performance of students in KWCOED, Ilorin.
	Table 4 has to do with knowledge of oral literature uplift the moral status of students. The researcher found out that oral literature serves as a means of reducing and eradicating moral decadence in the society. If the students have the knowledge of oral folktales the rate of moral decadence will be eradicated and reduced. Also knowledge of oral literature increases the moral status of students.
	Table 5 talks about knowledge of oral folktales change the level of moral decadence in the society. The researcher got to realize that parents inability to use their mother tongue or false language at home to their wards is one of the sources of moral decadence in the society and lesson learnt from these oral folktales serve as deterrent to students i.e. the lesson they have learnt will avoid them in doing bad things.  
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
	This researcher is of the view that oral literature (folktales) when used to lay solid foundation in upbringing and eradicating the children and youths, it will go a long way in inculcating moral values to them. This research work also advice that parents and teachers should serve as mirror or model through which the children imitate and imbibe the societal values and aid in curbing immoral behavior in the society. It also aims proffering a teaching model by which African folktales can serve as a tool for inculcating core values to children and youth.    
Conclusion
	In this research work, effort has been made by the researcher to show how we can teach our children and youths the core values embedded in oral literature (folktales) in the families (home environment ) and in the class (schools). Parents and teachers are advised to wake up to their responsibilities of inculcating moral values to their children and youths so as to curb immoral behavior that are prevalent in the society. Moreover, a storytelling model for inculcating values to children and youth is suggested for teachers. Finally, Yoruba’s (Africans) themselves must cease to regard our oral literature as primitive.
Limitation of the Study
	The study is limited to the effect of oral literature on academic performance of students in Kwara State College of Education due to time and financial constraints. 
Recommendations
	This research work therefore recommends the following:
· Parents should endeavor to expose their children to folktales of their community from their  early stages even after they have been exposed to formal education (schooling) parents should also use their mother tongue or false language at home to their children  and they should understand the culture and tradition of their community.
· Teacher training programme should prepare teachers to cope effectively with the use of folktales/story telling in the classroom
· Government should include oral literature in school curriculum.
Suggestions for Further Studies
	The researcher suggests that the next researcher (s) should research on skills in teaching oral literature and the instructional materials to be used in teaching oral literature as well as other topics related to this research.
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APPENDIX
STUDNETS QUESTIONNAIRE
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
Dear Respondents, 
	This research is on Effects of Oral Literature on the Academic Performance of English Students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Kindly request you to provide the required information, your response will be treated as confidential and used for academic purpose only. It will be treated as confidential and used for academic purpose only.
						Yours faithfully,	
Mohammed Shukurah Alanu
Section A: Background information of Students
(Tick the right or fill the right answer in the space provided)
Course Combination  ……………………………………………….
Gender: a. Male ( )			b. Female ( )
Age range (please tick under only one of them)  
a. 16-25 years ( )	b. 26 and above ( )	
Section B: Questionnaire Item
	S/N
	Questionnaire
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Oral literature influences the moral values of student.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Oral folktales assist the students in realizing the mistake of their orientor and prevent them from doing such.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Challant attitude of teachers toward the use of oral folktales in teaching the students improve their academic performance.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	The use of oral folktales by the teacher in the class engages more seriousness in the academic performance of the student.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Oral folktales also serve as a means of reducing or eradicating moral decadence in the society.
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Knowledge of oral folktales increases the moral status of students.
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Lessons learnt from folktales serves as deterrent to students.
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Folktales is a medium of awarding reward and punishment to the students.
	
	
	
	

	9.
	The absence of the use of oral literature in our educational system is one of the sources of moral decadence in our society.
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Parents’ inability to use their mother tongue or false language at home to their wards is one of the sources of moral decadence in the society.
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